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I must say it 

.-5 Charles H Ashcra ft /hecull~e ~ec retar, 

The next pastor---
ThP rertam man (Luke 10·30) who met with foul play 

.inrl w;is IPft half dead differs little from certain churches 
lf'ft half rlf'ad by their abusers There are churches, not a 
fpw whirh In the course of their pilgrimage of ministry 
f;ill into thP hands of irresponsible leaders. These leaders 
,1rP not thif'ves. murderers, or outlaw , quite the contrary. 
1 lwv ,HP r,1ther nice people, yet immature, inexperienced 
,1nrl r Prtam Iv not given to seeking counsel They use the 
c hurrh to promote themselves and their unproven, 
.untric>d innovations Both ends are played against the 
m1rlcllP to achieve certain ends M embers are pitted 
,ll-!ilmst nwmbers for political victorie 

While tnis Is evil enough the deeper disease manifests 
1t<.Plf Vf'rV ,lowly, very quietly, very meekly, but very 
forrpfullv 111 Cf'rtam symptoms which are more than half 
fi1t,1I ThP blows which render the church a victim are just 
,1, 1 Pill a th<' blows upon the victim of Luke 10:30. 

Tlwv arf' (1) constant reduction of Cooperative 
l'rowam pc>rcPntages to world missions; (2) the steady 
< onr<'ntrat I0n on one form of outreach to the exc lusion 
nf ,1 11 othPrs, (1) the growing pride many pastors assume 
ov<>r not ilttendmg associational affairs; (4) denying the 
11wmh0rsh1p access to information contained in the 
offinal pf'nod1cal of the larger fellowship; (5) 
introcluct1on of inferior teaching materials into the 
c umrulum 

Also [6) abandonment of our missionaries and 
mstItut1onc; for passing current fads; (7) adding more and 
morf' non-denominational and inter-denominational 
nroiects 111 the budget, competing with the Cooperative 
Procram allocations; (8) rating charismatic expressions 
;ihovc> thf' ,1mple, sincere testimony of an ordinary, 
<'vf'rvclav, Christian 111 his own words; (9) burdening the 
hudcf't with a new taff member everytime a normal 
nroblf'm arises in the church; (10) the impre~sion given 
from thP pulpit that God made a deal long ago with the 
rlevil . lesus concurring, that the atoning Blood of Calvary 
would he limited in its saving power to a relatively 
unamhit1ous percentage of the human family; (11) 
<r1tInsm of anything and everything about which the 
farts arf' not known. 

It is not a surprb~ that the church now is half-dead and 
the pastor moves quickly to another church to repeat his 
rlf'adlv ministry. The validity of commo n sense surfaces, 
howpver, upon the choice the church makes of the next 
pastor What sort of a person does the church call to 
rlf'an up the mess? 

Hf' is a standard, hard-working, rather ordinary man 
who spends the next 10 years of his life re-establ ishing 
confidence, integrity and creditability within the church 
family and community . He does not abound in 
r hrismati c gifts, just hard work, Christ ian living, and the 
proiection of a Holy Spirit validated format of reaching 
people for Christ. H is name w ill not be found in "Who's 
Who" nor will it be found in "Who's Through." He will 
attend the next associational workers' conference and his 
missionary will call him blessed. 

I mu~t say it' 
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In this issue 

letter to the editor S 
R,1f)fist s expre\\ opinions in letters for ;, column 
from the re,,der.s 

Beginning the campaign 6 
l\rk,,n~,1\ 8apti\ts ' Life and Libert y amp,11gn 1s 
nfftc1ally on after a kickoff rally July 4, and th<' 
WM I for the h1centenn1al year is evangel111ng 
l\rk,1m,1\ 

Youth Evangelism/cover 1 S 
An <'vanRPlism conference for youth is planned 
l11ly 31 and Aug. I and a program in this issue tells 
who ;ind where 

Baptists must know 19 
A 8;iptist sees danger in Baptists not knowing 
wh;ir 1s going on 1n their denomination and tn 
wpll-meant news management. He advocates 
regular u~e of Baptists' best channel for 
information. 

Another rumor 20 
One o f R;iptists' representatives in Washington 
Pxplaim another of the rumors making the rounds 
ahout ;inti-religion laws. 
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The rumor factory 

Dissemination of error greatly reduces the 
effectiveness and credibility of church leaders in their 
efforts to obtai n proper governmental legislation . Too 
often the complaints against proposed legislation, as 
nrinted in church bulleti ns, are based upon a 
misinterpretation of the bill in question. 

Two of the many falsehoods currently making the 
rounds ar that religious broadcasting will be curtailed 
and that exemption on church and charitable donations 
are to be eliminated. Each of these rumors contains just 
enough fact to make it seem that they are true; yet, 
each is totally erroneous. 

A complete discuss ion of the rumor on religious 
broadcasting was carried on the back cover of t he July 
10 issue of t he Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine. The 
fa tis that the FCC is not planning to elim inate rel igious 
broadcasting. 

The ,econd erroneous story currently being promoted 
is that Bill HR636 will eliminate church and charitable 
tax donations and do away wi th ministers' housing 
allotments. A check with Dr. John W . Baker, d irector of 
research services for the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, revealed the following facts: Bi ll HR636 
is an old one and is dead . But H. John Heinz did 
introduce a new tax bi ll (HR3785) on Feb. 26, 1975. This 
new bi ll would, if enacted into law, give a tax credit 
rather than a deduction. For poor and middle-income 
neople. th is would mean a substantial reduction in 
taxes. The bi ll contains no mention of ministers' housi ng 
allotment and there will be no hearings o n tax reforms 
unti l November or later. 

The most important quest ion to most of us is "What 
effect would this bill (HR3785) have on the amount of 
taxes we pay?" Dr. Baker gave an i I lustration of the 
m iddle-income family w ho gave $1,000 to t hei r church. 
Under the present system of tax exemptions this family 
in the 25 percent tax bracket would save $250 in taxes. 
Under the proposed bi ll this family would get a 50 
nercent tax c redit instead and save $500 in taxes. There 
would be a maximum tax credit of $500 for a single 

Guest editorial 

TV violence 
The June 14-20 issue of TV Guide gave 10 pages to the 

, ubject of TV violence. Network execut ives insist they 
are aw are of t he problem and say that for t hat reason 
they limi t the programs of violence to late n ight hours 
after chi ldren retire. 

Congressmen and senators argue this is not enough 
cont rol. 

Former Surgeon General Jesse Steinfield is quoted as 
saying that a steady stream of TV violence adversely 
affects human character. A New York psychologist, 
Robert M . Liebert, contends that v iewing TV violence 
affects a 9-year-o ld boy mo re t han his home life, school 
situation, and family background. It shows up in social 
aggressiveness as much as ten years later. 

JULY 17, 1975 

The editor's page 

person or $1 ,000 for a couple fi l ing a jo int return . 
Erroneous information often is propagated in church 

bul letins, in pulpits, and by word of mouth, by well 
mean ing people. Such statements often originate w ith 
an indiv idual who either is incapable of understanding 
the complicated bil ls presented to legislators or by a 
person qualified but too rushed to properly evaluate the 
nroposed legislat ion . These fa lse statements are picked 
up and repeated in church bulleti ns all across the 
nation. 

The readiness w ith which people accept these rumors 
is astounding. It seems to be the result of a combination 
of factors: (1) The existence of some tax b il ls; (2) A deep 
concern of church people overy any possible change in 
tax laws affecting the churches; (3) The unfortunate 
tendency of some to sptead alarm and act w ithout 
verifying the facts. 

W hat difference does it make if a false rumor is 
propagated? There are several obvious reasons why 
incorrect facts shou Id be avoided : ( 1) In some instances 
there is the possibil ity of legal action being taken 
against any or all of the contributors to the rumor; (2) It 
destroys our effectiveness on important issues with our 
legislators; (3) Complete accuracy and integri ty is 
always required of Christ ians. 

The most important remaining quest ion is "How can 
o_ne know the facts?" Baptists are extremely fortunate to 
have the Bapt ist Joint Committee on Publ ic A ffai rs to 
keep us posted on any legislation which harms our 
churches. They are one of the most highly respected 
organizations in Washington. Thei r abi lity and integrity 
are above reproach. But their only purpose for existence 
is to protect our Baptist interests. They assured us this 
past w eek that if any legislation harmful to Baptist 
churches is in the offing that they w ill inform the Baptist 
, tate papers with all haste. Hence, the best source for 
information is the Baptist paper of your state. 

It is important to communicate wi th our legislators. 
This is both a civic and a Christian respons ibil ity. But as 
we petition let' s use facts and not rumors. 

If you missed that article, look for a similar one in the 
July issue of Reader's Digest. With authorities speaking 
out about this problem it may help for the publ ic to 
support them. 

What is wrong with TV violence? Nearly everyone 
f inds a reasonable amount of it entertain ing and a 
program failing in popular appeal can boost its rating by 
introducing violence and sex into its episodes. 

However, no one should demand that cr iteria for 
soc ial behavior be built on his own desi res. If TV 
v iolence turns youth into criminals, can' t v iewers get 
along without it for the sake of youth?- Editor Elmer L. 
Gray in the "California Southern Baptist" 
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hy R Wilbur Herring 

What can the 
loca l church get 
from the '76 Life and 
liberty Campaign? 
Th1\ Is thf:' quest ion 
which f:' n ters the 
mind o f almost 
PvPry pastor as he 
n"n d P r s t h e 
,1d v 1\abi l1 ty o f 
,,rlciing more work to 

n 
his alrpady fu ll 

r H<'mng \ChPdulf:' It 1s also 
C<'rlain 10 bP In the mind of the busy lay 
IPadPr, ,,f the local church. 

The '76 life and Liberty Campaign can 
give the local church a definite and 
effective program of evangelism for the 
next two and a half years. We are all 
f1nci1ng 1ha1 during the months of 
nri>paraIIon there ,s a renewed emphasis 
,.f PvangPlism in our own local church. 
0nP cannot consc iously give attention to 
,,n Pvange l1 s11 c program without 
hPcnming more aware of the unsaved 
;1hou1 us and the need for our church to 
hPcnmP more Pvangelistic As you 
nrPpar<> for 1976 you will discover a 
rPa11Ing of benefit s in 1975. 

The churches and associations are 
going to be so involved in the entire year 
of 1976 with evangelism that this is going 
to get priority over every other facet of 
our tot, I church program. When a local 
church gives proper emphasis to 
Pvangplism there can only be one net 
rP\uh and that 1s . more souls saved, 
hap117Pd and placed in the service of our 
I nrd in and through the local church. I 
confidently predict ·hat we are going to 
hP amu f:'d as to "1 he increase" our lord 
1s going to give us in the one full year of 
Pvangelism Those of us who have lived 
wi1h 1h1s state-wide program since 1972 
can hardlv wait until 1976 just to see 
what wondrous things our God is going 
10 do 

Then there should be that fruitful year 
of 1977 following one full year of all-out 
evangelism . Every true spiritual 
awakening or revival is followed by a 
season of reaping We should be found 
Pxceedingly busy in 1977 just gathering 
1 he fruit brought forth by our sowing and 
cultivating in the year of 1976. The lord 
of the harvest will be faithfu l and just to 
those who sow, water and cultivate. 
There shal l be showers of blessings! 
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One layman's opinion 
Dante/ R Grant I President, OBU 

The Christian college 

and the Miss America contest 
RP ently I received a let ter from Dr 

Rob Mathis, Baptist layman and dentist 
from Mountain Home, raising a question 
1 hat is difficult to answer with any sense 
nf rPrtainty that It 1s the 100 percent right 
an\wer Hf:' asked whether Ouachi ta 
Rap11s1 University, with ,ts commitment 
10 Christian moral standards, should be 
associa ted with the Miss America and 
Mi\s Arkansas Pageants that require the 
r nIran1s 10 part icipate in a swimsuit 
competit ion Pf:'rsonally, I disl ike the 
,wim\uil competition and I suspect that 
mml of the girls compf:'t ing in the event 
di\like it also 

\l\y ob1ect 1on to the sw imsuit 
compelilion Is not that anyone will go to 
HPII Pilher for participat ing in it or 
nbsPrving it There are many worse things 
in 1his world, suuch as lieing, stealing, 
and cheating, and none of these in and of 
1hf:'mselves will condemn a person to 
HPII My objection Is that it is an 
unna tural and contrived situation 
requiring the contestants to parade in a 
\w1msuil before an auditorium fu ll o f 
neople. 11 could be worse, of course. 
Two-piece swimsui ts and biki nis are 
prohibi ted, as is the complete nudi ty that 
seems to be increasingly permitted at 
~ome beaches these days. Even so, it still 
Is too much a part of the syndrome that 
Pxploits sex to the detriment of the 
dignity of the individual person. 

No one likes to be labeled a narrow­
minded Victorian prude, and that may be 

1 hP name 1h1s column earns for me 
lntPrPstingly enough, in recent years 1t 
has bPPn the mili t ant women's ◄ 
llbera1 1onists, more than religious 
IPadPrs, who have been more vocal in 
cienouncing the beauty contests as 
" spx1sm" that Is demeaning to women 
PPrhaps church leaders and women' s 
lihpra1 1onists can uni te their efforts in 
1 his , ause and persuade those who set 
nol1nes for the Miss America Pageant 
1ha1 the time has come to eliminate the 
swimsui t competi tion The ational 
lun1or Miss competi tion seems to do very 
wPII w ithout 11 

Ouachita Bapt ist University has been 
mnre successful than any other college 
nr university 1n A rkansas in recent years ,, 
in having its M iss OBU winner to go on to 
bPcomP Miss Arkansas or Miss 
Cong niahty. These winners have not 
only been excel lent representatives of 
Ouachita bul, more important, have 
been fine representatives of Christ. I 
bel ieve they have helped establish a 
\tandard of high moral character that has 
been beneficial to the M iss Arkansas .-. 
competition. 

II would be helpful to me to know how 
•he readers of the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine feel about this issue, and 
whel her I here is agreement or 
ciisagereement with these sentiments. Dr 
Mathis and I will be glad to count 
nostcard votes. 

And some evangelists ............ (Eph. 4: 11) 

Muri _Walker recent ly completed his fourth year as staff 
Pvangelist . o f F1rs1 Church, Van Buren Walker has pastored 
churches in Arkansas and Oklahoma He helped start and 
sPrvPd as pastor of Kelly Heights Church (now Windsor Park) 
and Oak Cliff Church, both of Ft. Smith. 
., la~Ps D Dwiggins, pastor of First Church, Van Buren says • 
As his pastor, I_ have_ come lo love and appreciate hi~ as a 

man well qualified in the field of evangelism He is a 
cied1caIed churchman and will always leave a church much 
~Ironger than 11 was Having pastored for 28 years, he knows 
and understand) evangelism from a pastor's viewpoint I 

W;i/ker ~fsreo~,:e:~dh'2'o~ow~t bi:~l~:-_v pastors withou t reser-:.ati~ann 

Fvangelisl Walker may be contacted by writing 8212 Ma k L F 
72901, or by calling 452-0066. r ane, t. Smith, Ark. 
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-------------------- Letters to the editor 
Figures don't add up 

I would like 10 respond to Mr Richard 
McClure's leller 10 the editor 111 the May 
1'i ,ssue Mr McClure states that most 
Rill')I ists by now are aware that speaking 
111 •ongues Is definitely Biblical and that 
"' least 10 nercent of all Baptists have 
rPc<'1ved the bapt1 m of the Holy Spirit 
with tongues as the initial experience 
This Is quite a statement and is 
unilCCPptable 10 even basic arithmetic 
Mily we deduct that a simple majority of 
illl Rilptists would be 51 percent, or 
ill')proximiltely 1'i million Baptists in the 
United tates alone He also states that at 
leilsl 10 percent have had a tongues 
Pxnerience Even if his assertion of the 
vi1ltd1ty of tongues were valid, this would 
mean 41 percent (51 minus 10 percent) of 
·he m,000,000 United States Baptists 
;i lone. numbering about 12,300,000 
wnuld know of the validity of a tongues 
<'xnerience but had refused to experience 
such I don't think that many Baptists 
refuse ilny central doctrine That many 
mily not tit he, but surely we're clo e 
<'nough 10 the scriptures for 12,300,000 to 
nrnct1Ce what we preach. The truth is, we 
clon'I nractice a tongues experience nor 
clo we nreach it I'm trying to be kind to 
Mr McClure but Baptists just are not the 
hynocrites his statement suggests. 

There are 11,325 Southern Baptists in 
nur Washington-Madison Baptist 
Associat ion alone. Mr. McClure' s 
ilssert ion I hat 10 percent or 333 of us 
have experienced a tongues experience is 
mn t unacceptable. I doubt that there 
Me 1 313 members of any one 
Pentec~stal group in our area who admit 
•o •his experience. 

Mr McClure's last paragraph states 
• hat iln estimated 10 percent from every 
clenomination has experienced tongues. I 
ciln'• reject or accept this statement, only 
•o say that from what I've seen in 
Northwest Arkansas if 10 percent is a 
niltional average, the tongues movement 
must be bunched up in some other 
corner of the nation because it is evident 
hy lilck of controversy that we do not 
hilve our 10 percent share here. 

I ilm not a pastor so I am not debating 
·he theology of the tongues movement. I 
;im just an administrator who likes to 
keep my arithmetic straight. - Dan 
McKee, Fayetteville 

Christians should read 

In lune 5, 197.5 (p.5) Arkansas Baptist 
T R Milston drove home some mighty 
imnort ant thoughts and heralded some 
• imelv warnings for us, As Baptists, in the 
· imes in which we live. I found that it 
•ook more than one reading to get the 
full imnact of the article. Dr. Maston's 
writing Me always good, and I suppose 
confidence in leadership, in some cases, 

IULY 17. l 'JZ'i 

r<',,llv promotes the reading of the writer 
Wh,, t shakes me Is I mention article 

\uch ,,s 1h1s to ever m many well 
m<',1ning Christian people who simply 
r<'plv "Oh I never read any more " Many 
n f hem receive this paper What do th Y 
clnwith ,,, Hnwdo they know anything 1f 
hPv don'• read? I often wonder why 

"'ITIP p<>ople take the local new paper. 
Thpy illl •oo often are the first to tell you 
hat •hey never do read it As a Christian 

wri•Pr, I know I will never be read as Dr 
M,1sIon ilnd other prodigious writers. 
Never-the:less my heart breaks for 
Christian writers who are dying because 
prnnlE' " Ius1 don't read any more " The 
;in•i-Cnd bunch is writing, reading, and 
singing, ilnd they do it whether they l!ke 
i• nr not Why in the world can't Christian 
PMnle wilke up and shut off the 
.,cc<>lernior on the automobile long 
Pnnugh •o read what is being written and 
1ts1pn 10 what is coming over the 
,11rw11ves before we completely lose the 
priv,lege1 I like to read Dr M aston. I 
hnpr he feels led to continue this series. I 
•hink he has a vision that the 

drnnm,n;it 1011 nrrds to hrar and heed -
o\l,1hlr I lnusr , M1•n;i 

Addendum on Hopewell 
ThE' fE'ill urr Mt icle oncern,ng the 

rrn•enrnil l (rlebral1on of th Hopewell 
1hurch, Atkins, ,n the April 24 issue_ of 
h<' Arkama\ Rapt isl was very interesting 

•n mr C. p Minor, who was listed as the 
firs• cleilrnn of the church, was my 
J.!rilnddaclcly I le ;ind his wife were not 
nnlv charter members o f the churc~, but 
'h<'V J.!ave 1he land on which the original 
church was built I have been told _by 
Ollie Matt hews, a retired Ba~t1st 
pr<'achPr living in Florida and a cousin of 
mine, •hat my grandfather frequently 
ronducted services in the church when 
•hf' pastor was not present 

1 ;im a former pastor of the Woodland 
('hurch in Lill le Rock, the Dardanelle 
('hurch , and the Norphlet Church . For 
, he past 26 years, I have served as pastor 
nf , he Hilton Church in Newport News, 
Vil - 1 oyal Prior 

Woman's viewpoint 
Iris O 'Neal Bowen 

Showers and daisies 

Ry the time you will be reading this, 
our youngest will have said her " I do's" 
c1nd left our bed-and-table and summer 
emnloyment out at Bowen's Market. 

We are now in the last cyclone of 
events-sewing and showers, and our 
men-folk are having a difficult time 
keeping our noses to the cash register 
and our hands out of the cash. 

On cruising about town, looking at 
bridal gowns, bridesmaids' dresses and 
such. we decided we could save just 
hundreds of dollars by doing our own 
sewing. So young Bride-to-be and Elder 
<;ister spent a full afternoon (off from 
wnrk) selecting patterns, peau satin, 
embossed organza and yards of white 
daisies for trim for the bride's dress. 

I ater, we went back for more satin . 
<;till later, we somehow lost the daisies 
and went back to the fabric center for 
more Naturally, they had sold out and 
we spent another afternoon hunting 
claisies, finding them across town. Soon 
we found we needed even more daisies, 
which necessitated another trip across 
town 

<;omewhere in there, the two girls anci 
I, with the help of two little 
granddaughters, went again to the fabric 
center for bridesmaids' and mother-of­
the bride's dress material. This excursion 
il lso took the best part of the afternoon 
off from the store. 

Another trip was made for net for the 
veil ; a not her for flower-girl dress 
material ; another for more trim . 

One day I had cause to call Eldest 
Daughter. Her husband had come home 
10 find her gone. 

" No, I don't know where she is," he 
said " I guess she's out somewhere 
buying daisies again!" 

With most of -the sewing behind us, 
and well into the showers, we must 
endure Danny's teasing: " Aren't you 
afraid, with so many showers, she w i ll get 
pneumonia before the wedding?" 
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lh<' PricP of Religious Libert y" was 
RimPlf Clearman's topic . 

fxpruti •·e Secretar y Charles Ashcraft 
()res iderl. 

Wilbur Herring is general chairman o f the 
Campaign. 
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lndependance Day ceremonies 

ThP ringing o f the Liberty Bell closed the ceremonies . 

The official beginning of the Life and 
I iberty Campaign was held on the steps 
of the stale capitol at Little Rock on July 
4 Fntertaining were the summer band 
from UALR under the direct ion of Dr. 
WP~ley M cCoy and the summer choir of 
U/\I R. under the direction of Ned 
r><>lournett . The fl ags were carried by the 
colon ial color guard of the 122nd Army 
R<>s<>rve Command of Little Rock. 

Wi lbur Herring, campaign chairman, 
~,ated the purpose of the endeavor. " The 
'76 Life and Liberty Campaign," he said, 
" is a rnncerted effort on the part of three 
l1<1pt ist conventions in Arkansas to 
nr<>sent the gospel of Jesus Christ to every 
nerson in our state during the 
bicentennial year of our nation. The 
1 hree conventions cooperating in this 
gigantic undertaking are the Arkansas 
Rnnt ist St ate Convention, the Regular 
/\ rk<1nsas Missionary Baptist Convention 
In,, <1 nd the Consolidated Missionary 
Rnntis' State Convention, with a 
combined membership of close to 
•;00.000 people." 

H<>rring presented the history of the 
movement and outlined the evangelistic 
<>ffort s that are being planned. " In our 
1hrusI in personal evangelism," he said, 
"w<> have set a goal of enlisting 100,CX,O 
n<>rsonal evangelists to be trained and 
~<>nt forth into the highways and hedges 
of our state. To accomplish this 
objective, we will have to enlist at least 
one out of <>very five members in our 
churches to be trained and sent as 
nrnclnimers of the gospel." 

Dr Herring outlined the mass 
<>v<1ngelism plans and the special days 
' hat have been set aside in this endeavor. 
H<> announced a patriotic and 
<>vangelistic rally to be held in the War 
M<>morial Stadium in Little Rock, on July 
l , 1976. We have set a goal to have 
~0.000 people attending this rally," he 
said. Special personalities for the day are 
10 include Paul Harvey, Anita Bryant, 
<1nd Mnnuel Scott. 

Herrin g conc l uded " The great 
hist o r ian Arno ld Toynbee has 
docum<>nted the fact that most great 
civiilzat ions have lasted only 200 years. 
W<> are praying and working toward a 
noble goal of our beloved country, as we 
have known it, conti nuing over the years 
,md centuries as the 'home of the free 
<1nd •he land of the brave.' We are 
rnnvinced that both li fe and liberty 
mm<> only through Jesus Christ, and that 
d<>mocrat ic government provides the 
best atmosphere whereby these truths of 
Christ can be proclaimed, taught , and 
nracticed." 

Russel l Clearman, pastor of Olivet 
Church, Little Rock, addressed the 
nudience on " The Price of Religious 
I iberty." " There are two great liberties 
1 ha1 have challenged the love and loyalty 
of people through the ages," he said. 
" They are political liberty and religious 
liberty. You can not separate the two: 
' hPy are married to each other. The 
founding fathers, driven by want and 
lurf'd by hope, came to these shores and 
founded a nation built upon the principle 
nf poli tical and religious freedom. Here, 
for the firs t time in all time, men had the 
opportunity to worship God according to 
Ih<> dictates of their own conscience. 

"The First Amendment ," Dr. Clearman 
,onI inued, "guarantees this right to every 
/\m<>ri can ci tizen Jnd it is founded upon 
biblical truth." He illustrated this desire 
for frPedom by quoti ng from Kipling's 
"R<>cessional " 

" In our day," Clearman said "one has 
•he choice of many fine churches. He 
, an worship where he pleases or he can 
hf' foolish enough not to worship at all. 

· Ru• rhis has not always been so. In 
Caesar's Roman Empi re in the First 
C<>ntury, for a time it was a crime to 
worship IPsus Christ. Then, when the new 
fai Ih enjoyed a degree of freedom, it fell 
under the tota li tarian system of 
inst itut ional religionists. For more than 
1.000 vears afterwards, though it had 
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ick off Life and Liberty Campaign 

WO Vat1ght presented the Libert y Bell 
replica 

<'n1oyed the b less ings o t 
w!'alth scholarship poli t ical 
filvont1sm the li tt le church never 
r!'alm:•d the fullness of ,ts staggering 
world task It was busy ro lling marbles 
,nstE'ad of moving mountains 

" Wha t o f ourse lves?," C learm an 
< oncluded " l et us examine the current 
~ct>ne Today we are free to neglect the 
prerious ltb rt ,es we have inherited I We 
.irP fr<'<' 10 forget God. free to let the 
R, ble gather dust free to make a 
holiday out o f God's holy day. free to 
mc1ke frpedom of wor hip mean freedom 
from w orsh ip free to re1ect the 
rE'd<'mr>t ion that is ,n Jesus Christ and 
dc1mn our souls forever urely, there can 
he no greatN freedom than that! 

· Tht> words of the p almist are more 
important to us today than ever before. 
List en' 'Ries ed i the nation whose God 
,s •he I ord. and the people whom he 
hat h chmen for h,s own inheritance. The 
I ord looket h from heaven; he beholdeth 
al I • he sons of men From the place of his 
habi tat ion he looketh upon all the 
inhabi tants of the earth.' 'Our soul 
wai teth for the Lord · he is our help and 
nur shield For our heart shall rejoice in 
him becau e we have trusted in his holy 
namt> Le t thy mercy, 0 Lord, be upon us, 
according as we hope in thee.' ' Lord God 
nf hosts, be with us yet , lest we fo rget -
lest we forget!"' 

Presiding over the program was 
Fxecutive Secretary Charles H. Ashcraft, 
who in troduced the speakers. The final 
ac tivi ty of the day was the presentat ion 
nf the Liberty Bell by W.O . Vaught, 
pastor of Immanuel Church, Litt le Rock. 
[)r Vaught explained that the Liberty 
BPII had been loaned to the Southern 
Raptist Convention by the Governor of 
Missi,sippi . and that it had been present 
at the Southern Baptist Convention, and 
af ter touring the nation, would be 
r,resent to close the b icentennial at the 
1976 convention The ceremony closed 
w i th 1he ringing of the Liberty Bell. 

JULY 17, 1975 

UALR's summer band was directed by Ned De}ournett. 

Two conventions of Baptists were 
represented by Dr. and Mrs . Charles 
Ashcraft (left) and Dr. J. C. Oliver. 

- . P"'[t"FF.t 
• ~ fl • 

I , . - .. , . 

' -.... 
The · 122nd Arm y Reserve Command's 
colonial color guard performed . 

(ABN photo•> 

UALR's summer choir also contributed to the ceremonies. 
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RPnre\<'ntatrYe John Paul Hammerschmidt (center) was among the po /1tical 
f1g11rP, pre\ent 

First Church, Ft. Smith holds 
"God and Country" service 

lune 2<) marked the eighth annual 
"C.nd and Country" service at First 
Chur<"h. Ft Smith, and a capacity crowd 
wa\ present 

<;pecial guest speaker for the occasion 
wa\ lo Ann Shelton, who has taught at 
<;outhwestern Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex., 
.ind has participated in the Billy Graham 
Cru\ades on several occasions. M iss 
<;helton is widely used as a soloist and to 
I.live her Christian test imony. M iss 
<;helton was the speaker during the 
<;unday School hour She said that the 
l-!reatest experience in her life, other than 
her initial salvation, was when she asked 
the Holy Spirit to f ill and control her life. 
A large number of guests were present. 

These included county, state, and 
national officials. The more than 30 
\f)Pcial guests included educators, law 
Pnforcement officials, and political 
figures 

W L Ren nett, pastor, spoke to a 
rapaci ty crowd, using the texts II -
Corinthians 7:14, Proverbs 14:34 and 
P~alms 7· 17 He asked, "Will you help to 
rebui ld the crumbling foundations of 
your nation?" 

Dr Rennett said that America was 
built on seven foundations. These are 
R,blical morality, obedience to law and 
constitu ted authori ty, the primary role of 

local government, separat ion of church 
and state without separation of state and 
C.od, hard work, Christian monogamous 
marriage, and spiritual rebirth. 

Dr. Rennet! pointed out that there 
wi>re \everal termites that were eating 
away at our country. He named 
materialism. liberalism in our churches, 
pPrmissiveness of the courts, lawlessness 
of ci I izens, democracy wi thout 
re\ponsibili ty, the apathy of middle­
AmPrica. He said that the God who had 
protected us across the years has now 
becomp our Judge. 

In conclusion · Bennett asked the 
<1uestion " What can you and I do to 
change this trend?" He replied by saying 
"We should confess our sins and trust 
le\us Christ as Saviour. Apart from an 
i>xperience wi th the Lord nothing will be 
accomplished. After this, we can pray for 
our elected leaders. We should also keep 
' he law. Our example speaks louder than 
our words." 

" We should major," Bennett 
continued, " on a strong home life. Our 
nat ion wi ll be no st ronger than our 
homes. We should connect our lives with 
11 church that believes the Bible and is 
•rying to reach the people. As we do 
these things we will help to rebuild the 
crumbling foundations of our nation." 

r RP/ow) 'iinger /o Ann Shelton gave 
hrr Chmtran TPst imon y during the 
'>11nclav 'ir:/100/ hour 

Pastor W.L. Bennett warnea or crumo11ng 
foundatiom. 
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r New missionaries 

.. 

Mr and Mrs. David B. Davis Jr. 

RICHMOND- Mr and Mrs. David B 
Oavis Ir were among 25 missionaries 
,ippointed by the Southern Baptist 
foreign Mission Board in its June 24 
meellng here They expect to be assigned 

~ as mIssIonary associates to hospital 
maintenance in Chana Mrs Davis is a 
naI1ve of Arkansas 

Currently they are living in Fort Worth, 
TC'x where he 1s a liaison engineer for 
RPII Hel1cop1er , Hurst, Tex., and they are 
mPmhers of University Baptist Church . 

Rom in Shreveport, La., Davis l ived 
'herP and in Texarkana, Tex., and 
<ihelbyv1lle, Tenn , while growing up . He 
rpce1ved the ba helor o f sc ience degree 
from Tennessee Technologi cal 
Univers11y, Cookeville, and the master of 
d iv in ity degree fro m So uthwestern 
Pminary, Ft Worth . 

During seminary he worked at several 
► 1obs He 1s currently erving as part-time 

;issocIate pastor, Pleasantview Baptist 
Church. Crowley, Tex. 

The former Patsy Prince, Mrs. Davis 
was born in Bismark, Ark., and later 
moved to M alvern , Ark. She attended 
T;m ant County Junior College and 
<;outhwestern seminary. 

Writer announced 
A 'iHVILLE- Roma Zeltner, children's 

division director, Immanuel Church, Ft. 
<imilh . con tributed to July-August­
'ieptember church literature published 
by the Southern Bapt ist Sunday School 
Roard 

NParly 1,000 writers from over the 
<io u thern Bap t ist Convention are 
Pmployed every year by the Sunday 
<ichool Board to write for Church 
'iPrvices and Material s Division 

,._ li terature They write for monthly, 
(]uarterly and undated periodicals 
Vacat ion Bible School products and 
Church Study Course materials. The 
'i11nday School Board publishes 10 
monthly and 97 quarterly periodicals. 

IULY 17, 1975 

$200,000 worth of building 
completed by Immanuel, Warren 

The Immanuel Chu rch, Warren , ;ire hPre today and those that have gone 
ded1catc>d its new sanctuary, remodel l ing before But th is 1s only a budding where 
of old fac tl1 t1es, and addition of new 1he church meets You are the church 
parking lot on luly h The cost of the new ,ind you must continue to build the 
,anrtuary and remodelling of the exist ing church here " Speaking from Matthew 
fac ,lit IC'S totalc>d $200,000 An additional 1h n -20, Crouch emphasi7ed the church 
1,2(, 000 was expended for the parking lot Is buil t upon faith in Jesus Christ and 

The new audi torium, consisting of upon our Lord's comm1ss1on 
<i 100 ,quare feet , w ill seat 540 people In conclus ion Crouch sa id " The church 
anci ,s completely carpeted It has ,s built on fa ith in Jesus Christ, but 1t is 
facc>ted , ta ined glass windows, buill as people of faith share their faith 
upholstered pews, rheostatic lights, and wi th ot hers This church h~s a ~~eat 
·wn Klc>yps I ascala speakers which are priv ilege and a great respons1btl1ty 
r!'mnIe controlled with a complete tape Pastor Forrest Bynum concluded the 
,ysI('m The new sanctuary features three day's act1v it1es with a message based 
massIvc> towers symbolizing the Trin ity upon Hebrews 11 8 He rem inded the 

The entire existing buddings were pC'ople that Cod 1s Creator The Hol_y 
remodelled to match the new sanctuary Spiri t 1s Comfortor and Paraclete Jesus 1s 
The old auditorium is now used as a 1he Son of G~d. the Head of the chur~h 
fellowship hall The church also and the Saviour o f the _ wor~d He ~aid 
purchased a parking lot consist ing of "W hat we are dedicating 1s not . 1ust 
one-t hird of a block which has a 13-room materials but we are to dedicate 
house nurselve?. to God the Father, ,,God the 

The activities of the day began with Holy Sptrtt , and ~ od the Son . 
1he morning service The speaker for the Bynum emphas1z_ed that Christ was 
special occasion was David Crouch, HN d of the church in the past, the Head 
formPr pastor of Immanuel, now pastor o f the church today, and th~ ~ ~ad of the 
nf fir t Church, Searcy During the lunch c~urch o f tomo r~ow He said Jesus w?s 
hour fi lm aclivit ies included the showing w11h the churc~ in its _days of st ruggle in 
of slides and a f ilm entitled " Ye Old the pasl , he will be with us today as we 
Past " During the afternoon service allow him to gui?e us and ~e will be with 
spec ial recognition was given to former I he church as 11 suffers in the future. 
song leaders. form er pastors, t he IE'sus Christ is the One who ~an ~tabl1~e 
recognition of deacons, and special I he ch~rch We can be v1ctono~s in 

music Keith Babb and David Crouch !'very circumstance as we allow Christ to 
·wo previous pastors, were present t~ Iruly be Lord of our lives. T_he people of 
bring greetings to the church. Dean Ih1s church are proud of their church and 
NE'wberry and Coy Sample, two of the they desire to make Cod the Lord of their 
church' s o ther pastors sent t heir lives I thank Cod for people like this." 
!.!reetings by tape record i~gs. The day's In commenting on the future of the 
ac tivities were concluded with a message ch~,~~ Bynum said "The total existing 
by Pastor Forrest Bynum. fan lit 1es lend themselves to evangelism. 

In the morning message Former Pastor We intend to emphasize the church 
Oavici Crouch said "This is a beautiful ministering to the total community. Our 
building and it is a cu lmination of church has an unlimited possibility in the 
dreams. hopes, and labors of many that fu_iure depending on the people's 

will ingness to work for the Lord ." 

,.. .. .,. __ 
tABN plloto l 

Ruilding, remodeling and adding a parking lot was a $226,000 project for 
Immanuel Church, and resu lted in these faci l ities. 
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Junior Music Camp 
for Grades 4 ,5, and 6 

August 4-7 Ouachita Unive rsity 

Three great choral experiences .... 

'Second Time a King' 

Carol Caddy 
Dogpatch 

Composer-accompanist 

Musical activities 

Bible study 

Recreation 

W orship 

Fun-Time 

We hove it all at 

'The Sound of America ' 'David's Hotshot Sl ingshot' 

Terry Kirkland 
Nashville 

Composer-director 

Rev. Gerald Taylor 
Monticello 

Camp Pastor 

Also: 

A / 
Joy Baker 

Little Rock 
Director 

Preschool Choir 
leadership conference 
Marsue Keathley 

Children's choir 
leadership conference 
Terry Kirkland 

Carbon Sims 
Worship Coordinator 

Registration deadl ine luly 25 (but we can take only the first 600, so register 
early) . Send to Church Music Department(sponsors of 
camp) P.O . Box 550, Little Rock, 72203. 
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r Ooc trinally 5peaking 

The second coming of Christ 
by R,1lph W Oav,s 
('i irdinaseri s) 

f),l\'/\ 

1 hC' rc>t urn o f om 
I ord ,s ,et forth 111 
1 h0 <;c rip tur<' , ,1' 

' lw bl<', \'d hop<' 
,md ,1pp0,mng of th(' 
,:lory of I ht' great 
1ond ,ind our <;,w,our 
IP,u~ Chmt " (Titus 
2 111 

W0 can bC' certain 
·h,11 hc>will return to 
Parlh In AcIs 1911 
wc> have I he account 

nf the ast('n,,on at wh,rh time two 
,ingc>I ,,s,ured the d,· c,ples that Jesus 
,,nuld ·,o come in like manner as ye 
h,1v<' wen h,m go :nto heaven " A few of 
'hc> many pas\age that c learly teach his 
rc>lurn ;ire 1 Thessalonian 4 16, Hebrews 
q 2R. 10 17 John 14 28, Luke 17 22-37, 
Ma11hew 26·64 It appears that in 
Mc11thew 24 29 to 2'i 2'1 the major 
f'mphas,s ,s on the second coming. Also 
,f'<' 2 Pf'ter 1 1 7, 1 Thessalonian 1 10; 
2 1q 

1 h,, return Christ will make a 
per onal and un,v rsal revelation of 
himself His coming will be open and 
m;inifest to the whole world Matthew 
24 10. 2'i 11, and 1 The alonians 4·16 
;ire dear in teaching that he will come in 
view nf rveryone accompanied by the 
,1ngels. and will descend with a shout, 
·he voice of the archangel and the sound 
nf the trumpet His appearance will not 
hr a secret affair. 

The purpose of h1 retu rn is to judge 
' hf' world He came the first time to save 
1he world, not to judge it (John 12:47) 
When he return it will not be to save the 
wnrld but to judge it He wi ll return not 
,n humility but in glory and power. In 1 

( nri11th1 ,1ns 1'i 'iOff and 1 The sa lon1,in, 
1 I Hf W<' W<' that he will raise the dead 
,md transform the living Christians, and 

c ,, 17 IOff states that he will 1udge the 
wnrld If nwn are to reprnt , thry must 
rPJWnt before that time Act 17 ·20 says, 
·nu , now commandeth al l m C'n 

r'VPrywhere to repent " "There is not a 
,h;idow of hope held out in the New 
Tl'stilm<'nt that any sinner will ever be 
,awd after the present age comes to an 
Pnd Thr weapon by which the world Is 
·o bl' subdued rs the gospel of Christ, 
prrachC'd by sinners saved by God's grace 
,ind endued by his p1rit for their task If 
• hat plan fails, God has no other plan 
• hat he has revealed to man "(Conner, A 
~v,tem of Christian Doctrine, pp. 528-
c;2q1 

The time of his coming is not known 
WhC'n hrist was here on earth, he said 
1 hat nnly the Fat her knew when he would 
rc>turn (Mark 11:32) In Matthew 24:23ff 
l<'~u~ warns against those who set the 
I,mP and place for his return . M atthew 
24·27 states that he will return suddenly 
and unc>xpectedly like a flash of 
lightening; and Matthew 24:37ff shows 
•hat he will come unexpectedly like the 
flood in Noah's day We can know that 
his return is imminent. That is, his 
coming may take place at any time. A 
miln's theology is wrong if it is impossible 
for Christ to return any time he wants to. 

"The attitude on the part of God's 
people is to be one of expectancy .. . The 
hest preparation for the Lord's return is to 
he busy in the work he has given us to 
do," (Turner. These Thin1JS We Believe, p. 
131) NPxt issue: The Millennial Views 

·; Baptist 
heritage 
hv B<'rncs K. Selph 

n,1p t l\t A,,cJC I,1I,ons from the 
hPg111n111g ,ought to promote cl1sc1pltne 
,nund doctrinal IC'tl< htng, c1nd 
Pv,111gC'lt\m 

I" c rysial11<' thes<' 1d<'als f,ve Bapt ist 
( hurc hes m<'I 111 Philadelphia, July 7, 
1707 ,ind nrgan11ed the first Baptist 
l\ssonat ,on 111 AmPrica The Church had 
prf'v1m1slv ~elected interested brethren 
trnm each Church to organile such a 
hndy 

l ht\ proved advantageous to the 
,1ruggl111g Churches. and helped sol idify 
,md c>xlend Bapt 1st work Some 40 years 
l,1I<-r this ,issocIatI011 realized that ,twas 
,1 mIssIonary body In 1766 a permanent 
fund w,1s E'Slc1bl1shecl, the interest used to 
Ii.1v ministers expenses travel111g for the 
(hurchE'S 

That ' \ how 11 was In Bapl ist work 268 

nn 
11 11 Nrwman, A History of the Baptists 
n f th<' Uni ted States, American Baptist 
J'ublicar ,on Society, Philadelphia, 1915, 
pp 211-2 

Ridgecrest staffers 
RIDGFCREST. N C.-Four Arkansans 

;ire serving on the staff this summer at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center 

They are Beverly Primm, Camden; 
Cynth ia Davidson, Pine Bluff; and two 
Wc1lnut Ridge youths, Debbie Little and 
Mart ha Ann Savage 

Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center 
i ii year-round religious retreat owned 
,ind operated by the Southern Baptist 
unday chool Board, Nashville, Tenn . 

News about missionaries----------------------------
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny N. Burnett, 

m,ssinnaries 10 Brazil. have arrived in the 
<;Iatf's o n furlough (add ress · 4804 
<;1anlf'y, fort Worth, Tex 76115). A 
TPxan. he was born near Wills Point and 
i.:rew up in I he Terrell area Mrs. Burnett, 
the former Barbara Evans, was born in 
Ha7elv<1lley, Ark. and lived in Wichita 
ilnd near Haysville, Kan. Before they 
wf'rP appointed by the Foreign Mission 
11nard in 1966, he was minister of music 
ann education at First Church, Dimmitt, 
Tf'X 

Mr. and Mrs. Claud R. Bumpus, 
missionaries to Brazil, have completed 
furlough and returned to the field 
(address. Caixa 950-ZC-OO, 20000 Rio de 
laneiro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) They are 
nat Ives of Arkansas He was born in 
Sherrill and grew up in Almyra Mrs. 
Rumpus. I he former Frances Beindorf, 

IULY 17, 1975 

was born and gr~w up near Simpson. 
l1pfore 1hey were appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1953, he was 
nastor of Urbana (Ark.) Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Wayne Fuller, 
mi~sionaries to Lebanon, have arrived in 
•he States on furlough (address: c-o 
Bruce Fuller, Box 53, Georgetown, Calif. 
C)'lh14). A native of Minnesota, Mr Fuller 
wils born in Remer; he lived there and in 
WalkPr while growing up. Mrs. Fuller is 
the former Frances Anderson of Wynne, 
Ark AE>fore they were appointed by the 
foreign Mission Board in 1963, he was 
pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, 
Hf'met, Calif. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy D. Hawkins, 
missionaries to Venezuela, may be 
c1ddressed at Apartado 48, Anaco 
An70ategui, Venezuela. He was born in 

P;irks. Ark . and lived in several towns in 
Arkan as and Oklahoma The former 
ludy Pi!lmer of Oklahoma, she was born 
,n Tulsa and al o lived in Sand Springs. 
l\pforl' 1 hey were appointed by the 
f oreign Mission Board in 1973, he was 
,1\sociate pastor, First Church, Archer 
City, TPx 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond D. Humphries, 
111,~sionarie 10 Zambia, have returned to 
•he> ~,ate for furlough He serves as 
hu'lnPs, manager and treasurer of the 
7i1mh1a M1 s,on They were appointed in 
1()71 Unt ii mid-August they will be at 
1/lOI\ Pierce. Little Rock, They will then 
r<'side at 7004 Ferris St., Bell Aire, Tex. 
77401 
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Deaths _____ _ 
loc W . Gardner, Arkan\ as nat Ivp who 

Pl" nf'Nf'ci ';oul hern Bapt 1st work with 
' hf' rfPil f. d1r rl lunC' lh at Austin Tex Hr 
w.1~ C)(l 1..irdnN w,1\ f'mployrcl in 1919 
hv ' hf' H" mf' M1\s1on noarci to Pstablish 
w" rk w1 1h 1hr dp11f c1eross th0 SB lie 
1111n 1sl PrNI <'SJJf' ,al ly to Arkansans 
rfur,ng 1hc, l;is1 few yrars b0for his 
rpl Irf'mc•nI in 1CJ54, working out of Litt l 
1{ .. , k I IP hPgan a publt,ation for the 
rlf',1f which wa, printC'd at thC' <; hool for 
· lw l)p;t f ill I 111 le Ro k Gardner was 
r•mpl<>yf'ci by I IrsI Chur,h, I 1ttle Rock, 
f11llc,wing h,, reIIr0mf'nt, and organu·ed 
hP1r minIsI ry 10 I hC' cfpaf HC' was born in 

I 1,1rd Cuunty 111 Arkan\as Survivors 
inc lurlr ,1 rl;iughlPr, Or Ruth hlect of 
Au~I in. Tc•x , ,111ci thrC'P sisters, Mrs I 
< r,11g ,1nrl Mrs I W I indlC'y of Newport, 
,ind Mr, Mills Douthill of avp ity, 

luanita Dedmon, 49, fgypt, died June 
7 <;hp was ,, mf'mbc>r o f I gypl hurch. 

Pine Bluff to have 
retirement village 

A first unit of a retirement village is to 
hf' romplPl c>d In ilpproximatC'ly two y ars 
in Pinf' nluff 1 he initial proje t will ar 
for 114 residents and has an estimated 
rn I of $2,550,000. 

ThP proje I is I he Ii max of several 
wars of planning on th part of three 
Pinf' nluff chur hes - rirst Church, 
I akc>sidP United MC'thodi t , and First 
PrPsbytPri an The hurches have 
pallprnc>d Ihe faci lity, to be known as 
Trinily Vil laiw, after Pre byterian Village 
in I ittlE' Ro k 

ThP complex will be built on a 15-acre 
silt> in southwest Pine Bluff Included will 
ht> 74 singlP bedroom , 20 two-bed 
rooms, a kitchen and dining room for 
r,rPpari ng and erving meals to all 
rt>sici<>nl s; rPcreat ion and lounge areas; 
mPet ing and activities rooms; a library, 
and an infirmary and administrative 
11ffirps 

Projected plans all for the future 
construct ion of apartments and a Health 
Care Ct>nt er. 

C<>orge B Ryland, chairman of the 
Board of Directors, said " .... together we 
pr<>pare to serve God's children through 
1h is ministry of compassion." 

Little Rock center 

plans classes 

Th<> I illle Rock Center of the 
Rnyc<> Rible School of Southern 
<;pminary will offer classes for the 
fi rsI lerm beginning Aug. 29. All 
r,rospective students are invited to 
a11end an information meeting at 
· he BapI isI Building Sat urday, July 
26. from 10 a m to 2 p.m. 
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I non C/iurch's building was remodeled and expanded . 

Enon Church holds dedication 
l he Fnon hurch, near M onticello, 

rk•dicaIed il s newly remodelled and 
f'Xp,mding fa i lity on July 6 The work 
which began in the summer of 1974, 
in ludPd Ih bricking of the entire 
factliIy, wi th l he addition of three 
<;unciay School rooms, a secretary's 
<>ffic<>, il pasIor's tudy, the enlarging of 
1hp nurspry, Ihe install ing of central heat 
and ilir ondiIioning, Ihe carpeting of the 
church, and Ihe improving and enlarging 
nf •he parking area. The total cost of the 
improvem enls was approxi mate l y 
<f; 1fi,OOO 

The chur h borrowed $10,000 but was 
ilblP 10 pay off the note by the 
com pl et ion of I he construction. A note 
burning service was held at the same 
•imP of Ihe dedication. A spokesman for 
• he church aid that numerous gifts made 
ii possible lo hold down the cost and to 
pay off Ihe note at this early time. Gifts 
such as furniture for the pastor's study 
ilnd o ffi ce equipment for the secretary's 
nffi ce were donated by members of the 
church.· 

0 ' c::=> c::;a , ~! .. ... '•/ 

• •• I t, ._ ,_, '--il 
;I.: •• I 

. 

rdiIor J Everett Sneed brought the 
d<'dicaiory address Speaking from Acts 
2 41-47, Sneed said " This church is to be 
commended on the lremendous progress 
, hal ii has made in providing this fine 
faci l i ly Bu i a church is not the building. 
11 is a congregat ion of believers." He 
r hal lenged I he people to follow the New 
Tf' slam enl pattern o f having a 
prn laiming church, a praying church, 
and a praising church. 

lne Worbington came to the Enon 
Church on May 16, 1965. Under his 
leadership I he membership of the church 
has increased from 84 to 175. The church 
now has an average Sunday School 
ill lendance of 88, and the monthly 
offering is approximately $1,200. 

Paslor Worbington said " We have 
greaI expectations for the future. There is 
a large field and much work to be done. 
We have a general feeling of warmth and 

,visi tors are made welcome to the church. 
WiIh Christ as our foundation, we will 
conlinue 10 grow in spirit and in 
number." 

At the time o f the dedication the building was debt free and a note was burned 
P,1rt ic!pa ting in the ceremony were (I to r) Ted Boone, treasurer; Jo~ 
Worb,~gton , pastor ; and Claud Hancock Jr., chairman of the building 
committee. 
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----------------- Your state convention at work 
Top musicians at Church Music 
Conference at OBU are announced 

., ARKA DELPHIA--Top campers and 
winners in the state church music 
competition were recognized at an 
ilw<1rds program concluding the Church 
Mus,r Conference at Ouachita University 
lunp 16-21 

About 260 young people and adults 
from churches throughout the state 

1 
illtended the conference, which is 
sponsored by the Church Music 
l)ppart ment of I he Arkansas Baptist 
Convent ion 

Rruce Rainwater of Cedarville Church, 
w11s namPd senior high star camper, 
rereIvIng a scholarship to the Church 

1 Music Conference at Clorieta, N.M . later 
·h,s ummer. Terry Griffin of Elmdale 
Church, pringdale, was named junior 
high ~tar camper, and received a 
scholar hip to iloam Springs Assembly 
•hi summer, and the Ouachita Church 
Music Conference next year. 

The two were selected from among the 
honor campers at the conference on the 
bas ,s of over al I attitude and 
part ic1paI ion 

Pven Iunior and senior high school 
students, and one ensemble won the 
stare church music competition, after 
compet ing against association winners 
from I hroughout the state. 

The 197'i late church music winners, 
·he rategones and their churches are 
Camille lohnson, senior high vocal, First, 
Warren . Leah Fry, junior high vocal, 
<;outhside, Pine Bluff ; Denise Robinson, 
\enior high piano, Trinity, Blytheville; 
Patty Bonham, junior high organ , First, 
Osceola, Steve Carney, junior high song 
leading, First , Newport; and "Children of 
I 1ght ," Pnsemble, Fi rst , Springdale. 

For the first time in its 24 year history, 
' he conference used drama and 
multimedia as its emphases. Ervin 
Kear hley, director of the Church Music 
DPpartment and camp director, said he 
fell rhe interpreter's theater section of 
the conference was "very successful." 

Raymond Caldwell , assistant professor 
nf speech and drama at OBU, conducted 
· he four interpreter's theater sections of 
' he conference, assisted by members of 
VPrbatim, Ouachita's speech choir. 

Keat hley said the youth mainly 
rierformed passages from the Bible. " We 
riuI all the kids from one church in one 
group," he said, " so they can take it back 
home " " It's a whole new area for us." 

Keathley sa id he believes the new 
Raptist H ymnal is increasing interest in 
rnngregational singing. 

" Church music is a wide open field," 
Keathley said, " providing a wonderful 
opportunity for today's young people. I 
don' • know how many churches call us 
Pach week asking about rr_iinisters of 
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musir- but it 's a lot " 
Thirry-two o f the young people 

audi I ,oned and were named to the Al I­
<;• are Choir, which sang at each of the 
daily worship serv ices under the 
direct ion o f Dr Charles Wright , professor 
nf music at Ouachita. 

" Let Us Pray," whi ch Keathley 
npscribed as a "musical buil t around a 
family worsh ip experi ence," was 
r>rPsenred in concert Friday night under 
·he direction of Joe Abston, minister o f 
music ar Tyler Street United Methodist 
Church in Dallas, Tex 

W I Probasco, pastor o f First-Conway, 
was rhe riastor for the week, and the 
Rible study was led by John Floyd, 
missionary to the Philippines. Dr. Wes 
M c-Coy, director o f band at the 
University of Arkansas at Little Rock, 
conducted the instrumental sections of 
the conference. 

Orher guest faculty from Ouachita 
wPre Mrs Frances Scott, assistant 
rirofessor of music; Mrs . Mary 
<;hambarger , associ ate professor of 
music, and Dr. William Trantham, dean 
of rhe School of Music and professor of 
music. 

Instruction at the conference included 
applied voice, song leading, hymnology, 
handbells, guitar, recorder, autoharp and 
hand. 

Independence County Association will 
rlPvPlop a Southern Baptist church in 
NPwark . Raymond Morris (center), an 
.,~sociation trustee, holds the papers 
closing the purchase of four and one-half 
acres of choice property for the new 
work . Also interested in the purchase are 
R H.Dorris (left), director of State 
Missiom, and 5.0. Hacker, associational 
missiom director. 

Church 1 ra inrng 

It's a new day 

1-/ollE'V 

Arni 4, 1976, has 
hPE'n cies ,gnated 
" Npw Day for 
Training" In the 
<;ou1hprn Rapt1st 
Convention Our 
nbwrt 1ve ,s 1196 
npw Church Train ing 
Program s in the 
convention by that 
cia re Th,s Is one per 
,1ssonat Ion Our 
i.:oal in Arkansas Is at 

IPasr one per assocIat1on, or 44 new 
Church Training Programs 

Ar the bPginn1ng of this year there 
wPrP 1198 churches in our state 
convention Of these, 931 reported 
having a Church Training Program with a 
10Ial pnro llmPnt o f 83,327 A number of 
nther churches have since begun a 
Church Training Program 

The Church Training Department is 
planning to conduct a " New Day for 
Training Bli tz" in each assocIatIon. This 
,s a nnE>-n ight supper meeting at which 
the rotal scope of the Church Training 
Program w ill be presented, along with 
suggestPd steps for start ing a training 
rirogram The pastors of churches 
w1rhou t a Church Training Program will 
hP invited to attend, along with an 
interested layman and their wives. 
During rhe days following the " New Day 
for Training Blitz" the ch urches 
represented will receive personal 
assistance from the Church Training 
DPpartment in beginning thei r training 
rirogram 

The pastor of a church without a 
Church Training Program recently wrote, 
" This idea of starting a Church Train ing 
Program has been a real burden on my 
heart We are praying that we will be able 
soon to have a program to train our 
people." This kind of concern has been 
Pxpressed by other pastors and the 
Church Training Department shares this 
concern. 

We are ready to give personal 
;issistance in beginning the kind of 
1 raining program that will meet the 
Iraining needs o f the churcn that will 
r rain church members for ' effective 
ciisc ipleship, equip leaders for service 
and disciple new converts. "It's a Ne~ 
Day" for training and we want every 
church to experience the benefits of a 
well-planned training program.-Robert 
Ho lley 
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A Sunday School growth 
campaign that works 

program 

R,1d1r,1II\ different 1 ) e 
f'i 1x1 h ;ind fmal of a series) nu• "hat arP the result,, 

I ,pNIPnre prm e a m111Imum of 40 
\ ' Ihe heart of f!NrenI nl th<>,e 11<'\\ enrolees attend 

( 110 Is a v\lthm the f1r,t month and continue to 
vI,II,1Imn group in a ,111end \ notlwr 40 percent come at least 
, hurrh railed a 1 a k ,inf' lime bout 20 percent are "no 
lnrrc> lhed1fferent ,ho\\, 
d 1, I n r, 1 ve and Cnmptlr<' these figure to our unday 
r,1d1(al funrt 1on of <,rhnol Iodav u Ing the trad1t1onal 
Im ',1<k forre Is 10 Pnrollment pattern early the same. 

, " ' ' mi1ny homes 111 Right 1 
,1 c nm111unIty 111 a Cnnrlu,1011 Churches not using the 
\\<'Pk ,earrh111g 111 a \ CTIO rampaIgn ought to seek to 
lr1P11ci lv and ,,nrnll ,IsI tor,; on the , erv first Sunday 

II.Jtf,Plrl c ourlC'ou, manner, ,1 1 Iend Churrhe ran through CTION, 
fnr prnSJ1C'Ct ,ve mt>mber for the unday 111rrN1<e I h<> enrollment and attendancce 
c;,, honl Whc:>n the r hurch finds a r.1111dtv b\ <>nrollmg people anywhere, 
prn,ri<>< 1 hi'\ ronver,atIon centers on the ,iny1,m<' The only requirement for 
1111pori ,inc<' of RiblE' study for the Pnmllmc>nt i the "1llingnes of the 
individual ,ind for a family After a pm<p<'l t to be enrolled Keep a king -
plc>,1,,111I d,,ruswm about the Bible, then k<'PP rer<>i mg ) e have not because ye 
,1110 •hPrP 111 1he home> the church visitor ,1,k not The most important result is the 
,1,k, •he pro,pertive mE'mber for the '"nning of more people to Christ. The 
privtlPi.te of enrolling him 111 the church's uncfa <;d1oot 1< stil l doing it. 
11,blt> ,1 udv program rxpenence prove 11nn t 1udge a prospect ' \ illingness to 
•hill •h<> ,werage number of persons who h<' pre-c>nrollC'd on the ba is of how you 
,lrP \\ill,ng 10 be enrol led before the fact pNsnn,1lly feel about being pre-enrolled 
, ,f "' '<'ndance 1, one per hour of 111 ,1 unda rhool. Many who are 
"'II ation One hundred vI ,tors in one " ' PN1enced 111 church attendance may 
hnur rrodure 100 new members Thee ha e de eloped a negat ive mind-set 
ni>w namPs are added to the unday < nnce>rn mg the pos ibitities of this 
c;,1 hool roll before nei..t unday. Thi mC'lhod. 01 all non-enrolled persons 

h h II befo e fe<'I negatively about pre-enrollment . mc>,111, 1 hat I ey are on t e ro r 

ll1blP study And just think-when we 1 
ciisrus 1he Bible with a prospect, we 

~~1;~Pf ~~~e~o~elite,r; a';;~~\a~7i~h!~~~~t i 
' hat many non-enrolled persons do j 
rPspnnd posit 1vely to this method of 
Pnrollment Not all prospects wi ll pre­
c>nroll but one per hour of door to door 
v1si•at1on will And this is better than 
most m~urance ~a lesmen can report 

<;omP pro~pecrs who decline pre­
P11rollmenI do attend Sunday School 
J;iter i1S v1~i1ors and are then enro lled in 
·he •raditional method 

Of rourse, Ihis is hard work The desire ' 1 

·o re;ich more people fo r Bible study, 
Christ and the church today requires this 
kind o f work Bui we have the Sunday 
<;r hool organization, the leaders and 
m<'mbers who will respond to this 
r hallPnge 

Performance in the area of this kind o f ·1 
nu•reach will produce spiritual refreshing 
and revival in m any Christian's hearts. 
This is a real way to " disciple" Christians, 
;rnd a practical application for 
"Pquipping the saints " 

I' ll be writing more about ACTION, but 
•his is a final o f six special articles In a 
few weeks the Baptist Sunday School 
Rnard will have a manual available for 
interested leaders II will be titled simply, 
ACTION. 

Have a long-shot in the arm. Use 
ACTION 

<;mile Growth, (hard work producing 
~row1 h) is on its way -Lawson Hatfield, 
'-unday Srhool department 

•hpy i11tend omc> of them are already interested in 

Youth Evangelism Conference 
First Church, Little Rock 

Conference schedule 

Thursday Afternoon, July 31 
THF PLACE· 

1 - 4 p m - Conference registration (Lower floor education 
building) 

Ranner contest 
D,~play booths open 
The "Carousel" 

Thursday evening 
7 10 WPlcome and prayer - Jesse Reed 
7·1', ICHTHUS, Youth Choir, Firs, : Cro sett - Cannon 

Lamoni . director 
7 · '>0 Praise the Lord in song - Steve Landers 
11 ·00 Special music - Larry and Brenda Nelson 
l\·1'> Testimony time - Steve Davis 
11· 10 Special music - Carey Bates 
l\·4<; Evening message - Barry St. Clair 
'}·10 Adjourn 

Friday morning, Aug. 1 
C) - 950 THE PLACE 
10·00 Inspirational puppets - Gene Richmond 
10·10 Praise the Lord in song - Steve Landers and Blake 

(;rpenway 
10 1c; Testimony time - Scott Bull 
10·'.Vi Special music - Larry and Brenda Nelson 
10·<;0 M Pssage - Barry St. Clair 
11 10 Adjourn 
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Friday afternoon 
1 - 1· ',0 THE PLACE 
2·op Yout~ ensemble, .First, Paragould - Jerry Fugate, 

clirPctor 
:? 1c; TPstimony time - Mark Miller 
2·10 Praise the Lord in song - Steve Landers and Blake r 

C.rPenway 
l ~c; 'ipecial music - Kathy Ferguson 
2· 4<; Share and sing - Carey Bates 
2-c; c; MPssage - Barry St. Clair 
1 10 Adjourn 

Friday evening 
ldl() - 7· 15 THE PLACE 
'.' 10 Youth choir, First, Springdale - Robert Wagoner, 

dirPctor 
7 c;o Praise the Lord in song - Steve Landers and Blake 

\orPA11:,,Vil\< 
7 c;c; Special music - Larry and Brenda Nelson 
11·0<; Testimony time - Steve Davis 

-1\ 2c; · Share and sing - Carey Bates 
I\ 10 Message - Barry St. Clair 
<) ·00 Adjourn 

F;inIastic Fellowship at THE PLACE immediately following 
adjournment led by Steve Seel_ig for those who can stay. 
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Summer missions report: Willene Goza 
The first two weeks here have been very eventful. I really 

felt lonely and left out for a couple of days. Bu t, as I got to 
know the people here and learned the routine, I gradually 
hegan ro enjoy being here. The workers here are fantastic 
rieople, they're open, honest, and they care very much for 
others 

The girls seem to have accepted my being here and most o f 
illl seem to have respect for my position . I am really looking 
forward to the rest of the summer 

I r ry to be avai lable when the girls need someone. I have 
' ned to be honest with them and with the staff. I feel that I 

. have succeeded in being a Christian witness just by the way I 
Mt\, Con ilct react , and show my feelings. Although, I haven' t as yet 

done a lot of witnessing with words, I know they al l know what I believe. 
I feel good about being here! 
(Miss Goza i a_st udent at Arkansas State University and serving this summer as a 

R'iU summer m1ss1onary to Youth Homes Inc. of Little Rock.) 

On the cover 

" / et Christ 's Freedom Ring" is the theme of the 1975 Youth Evangelism Conference. 
fhc>v• teenagers lo~k forward to an exciting conference as they view the Liberty Bell 
anrl ant1c1pate the impact Christ can have in the lives of teenagers of our state. The 
Conference 1s ~cheduled for July 31 - Aug. 1, First Church, Little Rock. See detailed 
program tn this issue. 
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Serves in Philippines 
r Milek Shotts. a 

,en1or Medical 
<; ·udent from I ittle 
Rnck 1s serving for 
111 wPeks 1n a 
1111 ss1on Hospital ,n 
M illi, Philippines 
Hr was ilwarded a 
rerpptorsh1p to work 
in •his smilll m hed 
Hnsp1till on the 
~nu 1 h roast of 
M , n d ,1 n a n T h e 

receptorship program pays the travel and 
rxpenses and the students give their 
~ummer Shotts, who is serving as 
president of the Raptist Student Un ion at 
•he University of Medical Sciences ,n 
I i1tle Rock, is a member of Woodlawn 
Church ,n Little Rock 

<;hotts returns to the Hospital where 
nr Ted Met tetal served last summer 
This is the fourth year that a student from 
I ittle Rock has been selected as a 
rpceptor Shotts will return to the U.S 1n 
la1p August 

Don't shortchange boys 
by forgetting RAs 

Royal Ambassador Camps for 1975 are 
now history Only eternity will reveal the 
, rue value of the four weeks o f camps 

Although the attendance was slightly 
less than last year's, the Lord blessed in 
iln unusual way each week 

Visible results show that 28 boys made 
rirofessions of faith in Christ as Saviour, 
1wo surrendered to full-time Christian 
vocations where ever God may lead, and 
26 rededicated their lives to Christ to be 
better Chri stians. Each decison was a 
c lear cu t victory for Christ, in the life of 
Pach boy. 

Our thanks to all counselors, staff 
members and camp pastors. Each person 
did an excellent job. Without the help of 
each worker, camps would have been an 
impossibility. 

Royal Ambassador Camp should be a 
riart of every boy's life, along with the 
Royal Amba ador Chapter in the 
church. No boy's Christian life can be as 
full and complete as i t should be without 
1he missionary education , and 
<>xperiences provided by Royal 
Ambassador Chapters and the camping 
experiences 

In the words of one young man now 
married and in college, a church that 
does not provide Royal Ambassadors and 
t he oppor tunity the organization 
rirovides "short changes" its boys. 

Let us help you establ ish a good Royal 
Ambassador program in yo.Jr church. -
C H Seaton, Director, Brotherhood 
Department 
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Harry Woodall (standing) teaches a class 
,, t the Pxtemion cen ter at Malvern 

More extention centers 
are needed in state 

Arkam as Nat ional and Southern 
Rapt,sts are currently operat ing nine 
<>xtens,on center schools With an 
Pnrol lment of 214, the ministers total 
11n There are 21 faculty members and 
nther persons who erve as Joint 
rnmmI1tee members 

" Improvement ,s the word," stated one 
rwrsnn who attends " We want to be 
hetter teachers of I he Bible." Most 
pPrsons enrolled are ministers and 
<;unday school teachers seeking to 
improve their work in the local church. 

The centers meet in churches and 
;issocial ion al buildings Some are owned 
hy National Bapt ists and some by 
<;nu thern Baptists, but they are all 
Rapt ist, dedi cated to act ivi t ies that 
glorify God ! Presently we have centers 
located in Fl Dorado , Fordyce, Lewisv ille, 
Hot Springs, Malvern , Lit t le Rock, 
August a, Helena, and West Memphis. 
The West M emphis, Fl Dorado and 
Augusta renters are di rectly related to 
Arkansas Baptist College in Li ttle Rock 
offering work toward a Christian w orker's 
certificate The program offers this 
relationship 10 all centers and it is 
helieved more o f the cen ters will choose 
•his relat ion ship as time passes. 

There is a need for more extension 
renters in areas like Blythevi lle, Lake 
Village, Texarkana, Ft. Smith, Pine Bluff, 
and Forrest City. Extension center work in 
Arkansas is a cooperative ministry of 
Arkansas National and Southern Bapt ist 
<;•ate Conventions and the Home Mission 
Roard o f SBC. 

For more in format ion wri te Robert U. 
Fe rguson , Direc to r o f Cooperat ive 
Ministries, Arkansas Baptist Convent ion, 
PO Rox 550, Li tt le Rock, Ark. 72201. 
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Seventy-nine Arkansans 
in Billy Graham School of Evangelism 

<i<>venty nine Arkansans attended the 
Billv C:raham School of Evangelism held 
.,, lackson, Miss the week of May 12 - 16. 
Most of them were Arkansas Baptist 
pastors and their wives The school was 
in ronnecIIon with the greater Jackson, 
\11ss Rdly Graham crusade It was 
~ParPd 10 focus attention on the power of 
•hp C:ospel Its main purpose was to 
~harpen •he tools of our church leaders in 
· hP manner, mPt hods and message for 
rparhtng our lost world for Christ 

Th<>re wf're 1,454 pastors and w ives 
frnm l1 dpnomtnal tons from 15 states in 
;ittpndancP KPn Chafin, pastor, South 
Mam Church, Houston directed the 
~rhool Other facu l ty mem bers were 
(;porge RPverly Shea, Grady W ilson, Cliff 
B,mows, T W Wi lson, Charles Allen , 
l,1mps KPnnedy, Landrum Leavell , Harold 
I 111dst>II , Ted Smith, Sherwood Wirt, 
I r1ghton r o rd and many other 
nu•standi ng evangelical leaders from 
"VE'r •he nation Perhaps the highl ight of 
• hp school was an address by Billy 
1orah11m I he last day. 

Child Care 

Wt>dnesday evening 27,000 people sat 
111 ,1 downpour o f rain It w as a thrill ing 
,ight •n see 250 people saved at the 
tnvi I at ion t Im<' 

Thursday n ight I was a p lat form guest 
nf the Billy Graham team I was 
impressed wi th the way the team 
protected Billy Graham and ho w 
r verything led to his message. With two­
way radios, those in charge moved the 
m,ooo people in attendance to their 
seats in a fine w <Jy The service started on 
time The testimonies given and special 
songs led to the message from the Word 
of God by Billy Graham. When the 
invi tation w as given 850 people made 
first time professions o f faith in the Lord . 

Unless you have been in a Bil ly 
Graham School o f Evangelism or in a 
11illy Graham Crusade you cannot 
imagine the influence and impressions 
left upon the lives o f the thousands w ho 
,wended God is working in a mighty way 
·hrough the Bi lly Graham Team.- Jesse 
<; Reed , Director of Evangelism 

Workers with children teach them to love 
" I don' t like you any more" said Jenny 

as she rode up by me on her bicycle as I 
walked across campus. "Oh, yes, you do" 
I answered, pretty sure of myself. " No, I 
don't," she insisted, and then she added, 
" I love you". " The other night w hen we 
had sentence prayers in Vespers, I 
wanted to say " thank you, Jesus," for 
Mrs. Armstrong, but I was afraid the 
other kids m ight laugh at me." I assured 
her that was alright, that the Lord knows 
her heart , and I appreciate her sharing 
the thought with just me. 

The Bible teaches in Romans 14:1 that 
we should let love be our greatest aim. 
Teaching children and youth, who have 

been hurt, lost in the shuffle of fam ily 
breakdowns, to give and receive love is 
one of the most challenging tasks the 
staff at Arkansas Baptist Home for 
Children encounters. 

There are many ways to show our 
youth we care: buying new clothes that 
give them a feeling of self-worth, setting 
limits for them to give them security, 
accepting them as they are, while never 
losing sight as to what they can become 
through Christ, who is Love. 

Our hearts are grateful for the many 
Arkansas Baptists who make this vital 
Christ ian Child Care ministry possible.­
Mrs. Eula Armstrong, Child Care Worker, 
ABHC 

Missionary guests for GA camp told 

Miss Morrison 

Miss Martha 
Morrison, Malaysia, 
and Miss Bec ky 
Nichols, MK from 
Paraguay, wi ll be 
missionary guests at 
GA Camp, Paron, 
lulv 28-Aug. 2. 

Appointed by the 
Fo re ign Mission 
Rnard in 1946, Miss 
Morri son first served 
in H awa ii as 

Rap t is! kindergarten d irector an,! 
Plementary teacher . In 1959 she was 
' ran sf erred to Singapore and has also 
served in Penang, Malaysia. In 

r)pcember, 1974, she reti red after serving 
for 28 years as a Sou I hem Baptist 
miss ionary. 

Only one week is left for girls in grades 
-1-6 •o attend GA Camp at Paron. The first 
•wo weeks were "great" as girls learned 
about missions f irsthand, enjoyed a 
missiom fair, swam each afternoon, 
riarticipated in "Camper'? Follies", 
recreat ion , a campfire-candlelight 
service and so much more! 

There is still time for your girls to 
register for the last week of camp, July 
211-Aug. 2 Send registra~ions now to State 
WMU Office, P.O . Box 550, Little Rock 
72201 See that your girls have this 
summert ime " extra" in missions 
<'ducat ion. - Julia Ketner, Camp Director 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



~ ... hile leading a 
(h,1r/p, (onnN (r,~ht) director of ,H o 1attonal miwom Red 
R1\C'r R,1pti\l \\mcia11on outline wmmer remrt ,chedule tor 
r m l<'\' \ \ ,tmn (/efl) 

24 students work in missions 
· under state convention sponsorship 

lw<>nt four ,tudent summer 
mI,s1onan<'' arE' now ,erving across our 
,1al<> In "arIous ml\sion proiects The 
sl udE'nl\ reprE'sE'nt E'1ghl state and 21 
diffN<>nt ollE'ge The summer 

, ml\s1onaries work in a cooperative 
1HnIec·1 \\,11h rhe tate Missions 
11<'parlm<>nt ilnd the local association 

LJndN the ,upervIsIon of Tommy 
Rridg<'s the mIssIonarI s recent ly 
undNw<'nl a three day period of 
,1npnIa1Ion. which included e ion on 
IC'arning ,ong, p l an ning programs, 
,ndnor-outdoor games, pi ri t ual 
develormenl and conducting religious 
,prvIC'e, nn W,11,ams. U -2 missionary 
,prv ing 111 Caddo River Association, 
,1sst,ted in leading the orientation 
,('\\!On\ 

,,teen of the ,urnmer mi ionaries are 
, erving in five different re ort areas of 
nur , tatE' The e area include DeCray 

• RPwrvo,r 0 <', ii , Den tate Park, Lake 
Ch,c-ot tal P Park, Lake Ouachita, and 
Fairfield Bay 

<,,x o f the missionarie Me serving in 
innE'r-cily ministries with econd Church, 
I 111 IE' Rock Four m, " on arr es are 
""'sting ational Baptist churche in 
Vr1cat1on Bible chools and other youth­
oriented prorects 

Included in the summer m issions 
pro1ecIs are two ojourner (high chool 
, 1udents who pay their entire e pense to 
P1<pPrience a summer of mi sion service) 
who me serving in the Fayetteville area 
IPading backyard Bible stud ie and 
ummer re ort ministrie in a nearby 

park 
ine of the missionaries are Arkansas 

studenls erving within the boundaries of 
·heir home tate. The State M issions 
OPparlment is privileged to work with 
•he Stale BSU Department in providing 
•hese students an opportunity to serve in 
summer missions in Arkansas. The State 
RSU Department interviewed and 
se lected 1he students and the State 
Missions Department is providing their 

( Photo by Robert Parrish) 

<;ome of the ribbons and trophies won by campers during the week . 
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,alary The local assonal ,on provides 
food ,ind lodging This C'oorerat1ve 
vpnIurE' has met w11h ,1 great deal of 
,uc ce,s 111 the pas1 and ,s proving 10 be a 
w"e use of mIssIon money this year 

ThP student summer m1ssIonary 1s a 
1111 sIonarv 111 1 he true st sense of the 
word lmmt w1thou1 e ceptIon these 
dedicated young college students come 
frnm I hE'ir camru,e desmng to give of 
•hPir hest 10 the Master's service Their 
w1 ll Is to find and do God's will for their 
Ji vps 

11 is w1 Ih these student's development 
in mind that the Home Mis ,on Board, 
·he State Mis ,on Depar1ment, and the 
di reclor o f associational missions all 
work together in plann ing a chedule o f 
act ivities 1ha1 will produce the greatest 
resul ts , and at the same t ime provide as 
mr1 ny profitable experiences for the 
summer mt sionarie as po s1ble. 
Tommy Brid ges , Direc t o r, Spec ial 
Missions M inist ries 

Three states hold 
camp for deaf youth 

A small bur en1husia tic group of deaf 
campers t raveled t o Tall Timbers 
Fncamrment, Forest Hill, La., June 9-14, 
for Ihe f ir t tri- tale Baptist deaf youth 
camp 

The camper pent a week in Bible 
1udy, wor hip ervi ces , games, 

discussion group , nature hikes, and 
sporling ac tivi t ies uch as vo lley ball, 
ring pong, ba ketball , baseball, and 
swimming M o t o f the campers came 
;iway with some type of award honor 
camper, ribbons for sporti ng events, or 
trophie for compet it ion events. The 
c-amp was termed successful by both 
campers and taff. 

The 1976 Ark-l a-Miss Bapt ist Deaf 
Youth C'amp is to be held in Arkansas.­
Rober t Parrish , Director of Deaf 
Minisl ries 
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A positive stewardship commitment 
A check for $1 ,000 was handed to the 

church treasurer after the Sunday 
morning worship service in which 
~lewardship had been the sermon topic 

Having been the guest speaker for the 
ncra~ion, I was to ld of the incident later. 
I wondered what had prompted the man 
10 make Ihe additional contribution. I 
wondered 1f 11 were ju t coincidence or if 
~nmelhing in the service had caused him 
10 acI spontaneously. I will probably 
11PVf'r know 

The Pxperiencc did, however, remind 
mP of lwo thing First is the fact that his 
~,ewardship deci ion resulted in a 
IangiblP gift of $1 ,000. It is sometimes 
ra~y 10 make vague, m eaningless 

dpc1s1ons, but 11 is far more difficult to 
1ranslate those commi tm ents into 
~pPc 1f1c action A steward ship 
commitment which does not result in 
increased giving will not in most cases 
rppresent a mature commitment. 

Secondly, 1he experience reminded me 
1hat not al l decisions are or should be 
rPgi~tPred publ icly Had the $1 ,000 been 
gIvPn publicly, it might have been 
interpreted a Pharisaical glory-seeking. 

A commitment may be just as valid if 
never ~hared publ icly at all . The real test 
will be whether or not it results in 
dPfinite, positive action.- Roy F. Lewis, 
SI ewa rdship-Cooperative Program 
Depart ment 

SBC giving stays ahead 
NASHVILLE (BP J--Although 

nverall giving 111 June lagged some, 
•hp Southern Baptist Convention's 
11a1ional Cooperative Program 
unified budge!, through the first' 
n111e month o f the 1974-75 fiscal • 
vear. conti nues lo remain ahead of 
1q71-74 giving at the same point. 

RPce1pts for lhe first nine 
m o n 1h s-- in c luding b ot h 
Cnoperat ive Program and 
cie~ignated gifts--total $64,734,551 
7 94 percent higher-than 1973-74. 

Cooperal ive Program receipts, 
,pnl undesignated by state Baptist 
convent ions for use in the SBC's 
worldwide causes, total 
'f,10 909,027 through the first nine 
mnnlhs That 's 7 43 percent above 
1he 1971-74 figu re. 

DPs1gnated giving for the first 
ninP months totals $33,825,523-

~ome 8.40 percent ahead of 1973-
74 

In June, however, a lag in 
cies1gna1ed giving dropped total 
receipts some 1 85 percent behind 
1he lune, 1974 level. June 
cie~ignated giving totaled $2.22 
million. 

Cooperative Program receipts of 
'f> 'l .147,910 in June registered 6.05 
percent higher than June of the 
nrevious year. 

Des ignated giving in June 
showed a great contrast to May, in 
which receipts of $5,270,466 were 
21.20 percent ($992,531) ahead of 
May, 1974. May's Cooperative 
Program figures showed an 8.12 
nercent increase over May, 1974, 
rising from $3.44 million to $3.72 
million. 

EARN 8 - 8½ % COMPOUND INTEREST 

First Mortgage Church Bonds 
on 

First Baptist Church 
Heber Springs, Ar. 

$450,000.00 

Denominations of $1,000, $500 and $250 

Warren Pennell 
First Baptist Church 
Heber Springs, Ar. 74543 

Dear Sir : 
I would like an Offering Circular with more intormation regarding the 
bond program. 
N am e _______________________ _ 

A ddress ________________ Zip Code _____ _ 

Phone ____________ _ 

Foundation 

Portfolio reflects 
quality investments 

.. 

Arkansas Rapt1sts 
have a reason to be 
nroud of the men 
Plected to serve on ~ 
' he Foundation 
board 

A review of the 
no rt folio, indicates 
, he Foundation has 
~ub~tantial holdings 
in Pight o f the top 40 1 

companies as rated 
Trulove bv a nation al firm 

This is commendable, in view of the 
amo unt o f money avai lable for 
investment and the type of industry 
represented by the other 32 companies. 
Some o f these are associated with the "' 
alcoholic beverage, gambling, movie or 
1obacco industry These are companies 
1 hat yo ur board has said would not be 
included in the portfolio 

The investments are reviewed regularly 
by Ihe investment committee with a view 
·oward appreciation as well as income. 
Dec ision s are also based on 
diversif ication with 45 to 55 percent 
being in corpo rate bonds; 25 to 35 
percent in common stocks; and 15 to 25 
percen t in bank securities. 

The investm en t committee is 
composed o f Arlen W aldrup, chairman, 
Wilfo rd Pruett , Charles Fager Jr. , Charles 
Gordon, and Bruce M c eill. These are 
knowledgeable men who professionally i 
manage investments for other financial 
institutions. Each quar:er, the portfolio is 
reviewed by the full board. The men 
receive only the reimbursemen t of their 
expense for attending a meeting. 

Ry using the services o f the 
Foundation, Arkansas Baptists can be , 
certain their gifts will be managed wisely 
and 1he income distributed according to 
1 heir instructions Fo r informat ion about 
how you can use the services of the 
Founda1ion, contact Harry D. Trulove, 
Rnx 'i50, Little Rock, Ark. 72203-Harry 
D Trulove, Executive Director 

'NIGHTSONG' LIFTS A TUNE 
IN 47 DIFFERENT LOCATIONS 

"The Centurymen," a men's chorus 
composed of ministers of music from 
SouI hern Baptist Convention churches 
have excited listeners on te levision, at 
conventions , and in personal 
appearances. 

And the radio show, " Nightsong," 
featuring The Centurymen i~ exciting 
listeners across the country on 47 radio 
~l at ions. The show, a 15-minute music 
and talk program heard five nights a 
week, features the sounds of The 
Centurymen. 

The Centurymen were created by the 
Sout hem Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission which also produced and 
~yndicates " Nightsong." 
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r ThP Southern Baptist Convention 
mPet ing rec en t ly in Mram , took 
~,gn if,can t act ion in c all ing upon 
roopf'rat ing churches lo send the state 
Bapt ist papPr to thei r members 

I • further set a goal of 2,000,000 in 
l circulat ion for the 13 state papers by the 

~

,. VPar 1980 This will require a substant ial 
InrrPasf' of about 200,000 in the next f ive 
Vf'ilrs 

Th is s1gn 1f1 cant act io n by t he 
ronvf'ntion came in response to a specia l 
~tudy of the place of the Bapt ist state 
PilPf'rs in the life of the denomination 

• nrderPd by the convention a year earl ier. 
Thpre Is good reason for the urgent 
rPcommPndat ion that the state Baptist 
paper be sent to each Bapt ist home. 

Baptists must know what is going on. A 
dPno mination dependen t upon the 
PPor>le for its support, and for the 

► au thority to move in any direction, must 
maintain a v ital line of communication 
'o ,t s const ituency Baptists have long 
rf'cogni1ed this truth. 

A t I he very beginning of the modern 
Baptist mis ionary movement , when 
Adoniram Judson and Lu ther Rice went 
'o Burma, it quickly became evident that 
somP mPans of generating Bapt ist 
support for missionary work had to be 
found Sentiment was not enough 

I urher Ri ce ret urned to the States to 
promote support for Judson. One of his 
f irst ac ts was to establish the Columbian 
C:.tar. a paper aimed at info rming Baptists 
and Pnlist ing their support for Baptist 
missionary causes. This paper was the 
forerunner o f The Christian Index, the 
Rapt ist state paper for Georgia. Today 
' hPre are 13 such state Bapt ist papers 
kpf'ping Baptists informed about what is 
happening. 

The free flow o f reliable information 
has been one of the keys to the success 

~ n f Rapt ist li fe, humanly speaking. People 
out side Baptist life have viewed our 
st ruct ure and programs and have said 
•hat 11 ju t can't be done the way we do 
it Fxperience has proved differently, 
howPver 

Many observers are convinced that the 
st ate papers should be credited with 
playing a key role in the rapid 
rlf'vf'lopment of Southern Baptists into 
•he leading non-Catholic denomination 
in AmPrica. It is no secret that Southern 
Rap t ists have made t he greatest 
m iss ionary thrust in to the world among 

, American Christian groups. 
The Baptist st ate papers have long 

promoted the cause of missions as the 
cu tt ing edge of the Bapt ist witness. But 
' hese papers have done more than 
nromote. They have told the story of 
missions on many fronts. And they w ill 

' herP are numProus sub-theme 
supporting the m1ss1onary-evangelist1c 
·hemp Baptists have a ri ght to know 
what ,s going on in al l quartPrs of their 
denominat ion Indeed, they have a need 
•o know a compelling need Choke o ff 
'hf' f low o f informat ion, and you wi ll 
h<>gin to choke off the flow o f support 
from I he people to the churches to the 
front ltnf's of m1ss1onary advance. 

Thpse state papers have compiled an 
<>nv1able record of in tegri ty fo r reporting 
· he npws to the Baptist consti tuency. 
Though they are Baptist-owned, and 
·horoughly committed to supporting 
Rapt 1st causes, they are not mere house­
nrgans. putting out Just what a small 
radre of leaders want the people to know 
nr rust what the populace wants to hear. 
They have a st raightforward brand of tel1-
11 l ike-it-is journalism that has won the 
rpspect o f many. 

Baptists 

must 

know 

by J. Terry Young 

They are somet imes cri ticized tor 
nrinting some news story which seems to 
hf' had news, news that is disturbing. In 
fact some lump the Baptist papers in with 
•he secular daily newspapers and 
complain that there is far too much bad 
npws in nrin t. 
Howpver. a moment's reflection is 

needed on that po int. Roy M . Fisher, 
Dean of the School of Journalism at the 
Universi ty of M issouri , points out that 
seven out of eight stories in the 
newspapers are either happy or frivolous 
sto ries. And I have seen him back up his 
point by picking up a newspaper from 
•he newsstand, proceeding to analyze 
the stories in it. 

,yst<>m of warning lights ut il ized r,n the 
rontrol panel for launch ing Saturn 
rm k(•t, Somp 10 000 item s are 
monllor<>d by computer and any problem 
tmnwd,ately sets off a warn ing l ight Any 
light on the control panel means bad 
11pws but with a good effect Whereas in 
Parl1Pr s<>r1Ps of rockets one out of six 
rnrkpts had to be dC'stroyed 1n the launch 
procpss, no Saturn has ever failed on the 
p,1d nr in the launch procedure 

In sim ilar fashion, Baptists must 
,1lways know what 1s going on-even 1f it 
m,,kf's them uncomfortable occasionally. 
'inmP who do not really understand the 
w,1y Bar>t ist democracy works would 
tmrime a version of censorship on the 
n,, pt ist napers, and have them print only 
what r hey want to hear-an acceptabl e 
pc1rty-l1 ne Such a move would be 
disastrous But i t is no t likely to happen. 
n,,ntists are too committed to truth and 
frPPdom and responsibility to manipulate 
•hp npws 

A more urgent threat is in the realm o f 
<>ronomtcs The Baptist state papers are 
in iln almost impossible situat ion, 
finilnc ially speaking Tradi t ionally, the 
Pilr>Prs have been very inexpensive, 
rnst ing only a few cents weekly They 
have had little denom inational subsidy­
none in some states But now , gigant ic 
pmt age increases are hitting them 

l ilck Harwell , edi tor o f Georgia 
Raptists' paper. The Christian Index, 
rPr>ortPd recent ly that in 1966 their 
" postal bi ll was about $8,000 In 1974 it 
wil s $45,000 In 1975, i t will be about 
'f,70,000 and by 1980 it wi ll be over 
'1,180,000 " unless some subsidy is 
provided for second-class mai l Another 
Pdi tor complained that his postage bi ll 
il lone would rise in a ten-year period to 
•hp noint of being larger than the ent ire 
budget for the paper at the beginning of 
the neriod. 

These increased costs wi ll either have 
•o hP mf' t by the churches that subscribe 
to the napers for their members, or by the 
dPnomination in the form of subsidies. 
Fit her way, the cold, hard fact is that the 
paners are going to cost Baptists 
considerably more than in the past. 

I et us remember that the papers have 
nlayed a v ital role in the development o f 
Rapt ist li fe I f they cost more in the 
future, it wi ll just have to be that way. 
WP r an' t do w ithout them. Their role is 
Pssent ial if we are to continue to be a 
dPnomination of cooperation, vital ity 
ilnd grow th. Baptists must know what is 
going on. Even if the papers cost more, 
•hey will more than pay their own way in 
the long run , just as they have for more 
than a century. 

l et's respond to the plea of the 
Convention and send those papers to all 
o f our Baptist people. An informed 
Baptist is a better Bapt ist. And better 
Baptists wi ll make possible a significant 
Rapt ist missionary advance. 

, keep on telling it. I t is an ever-changing 
story as new ministries develop. These 
papers like nothing better than to picture 
an Pxciting breakthrough here, a new 
fi eld entered there-the story of what is 
actually happening. 

Along with the main note of missions 

But even the bad news has its positive 
value. What you don't know can kil l you. 
Fisher has a pointed illustrat ion of that. 
He tells of hearing Werner Von Braun, 
America's rocket expert , tell of the 

f. Terry Young is Associate Professor of 
Theology at New Orleans Seminary. 
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An analysis 

Research exposes false 
rumors about astronauts 

by John W BakPr 

W \\HIN<. 10 (BP) No, Madalyn 
\\111r,l\ () I l,ur lh<' wt>II known athe,~t. is 
111111 1r1 ula1,ng ,, pC't1t1on to NA A to top 
·lw ,1,1ron,1ul\ from praying or r adlng 
hr ll1hlr 111 oulC'r ,p,1C't' 

'-J,, \,\r, () H,m " not petitioning the 
I <'df'r,11 < nmmunicat ,on'\ Commission 
fl< () 111 ,top r<•l1g1ous radio and TV 
hr11,1d1 ,1,1 in~• 

',, ,11whnd\ ,, 1 ry1ng "wolf I" Many 
rrnf,IC 111,1 1 11r1 ul.ir, MP bC'ing distributed 
,Hrm, 1lw 1nun1ry calling for letters 
"h11 h ,uppmt-dly MP n<><>d<>d to "stop 
\\,,d,, lvn \,\urra, 0 Harr " The circular 
·'""' 1 r 11 1 l1c11 Mr, O'Hair 1\ renewing 
lwr ,•,1rl1N < ampa1gn to have the 
,1,1rnri.1u1, publicly < rn\ured for reading 
lrnm , lw hook of Grnr\1s on December 
'•I 1%11 ,rnd nr (21 That Mrs O'Hair 
,nnwhnw " ,,bout to have both prayer 
,1ncl lw nwnt 10n of God banned from 
I ,1<!111 ,llld l \, 

, Ir, n li,11r 1\ not reopen111g her 
, h,1IIPnl!<' 10 t hf' rrad111g of the A1ble over 
•lw 1,1d1n b'r ,1,tronauts on space flights 
\Ir, O 'li,11r ,s not involved, either 
cl1r<'1 •h nr 111d1rf'ctly, 111 a p t1tion (RM 
'-I'll) nnw lwfnr<> the fCC This petition 

rc•<11 1r,1, lh<' I C( not to grant addi tional 
1w\\ ,,due at 1onal non-commNcial FM or 
1 \ 1 h,1nn1,1, 10 be used exclusively for 
rt>lig1nu, hmadcast111g 

l lw at ,onal AN011aut ics and Space 
f\dm1111,1rat1on ( A. A) and Mrs O'Hair 
lwrsi•lf ,u,tain the statements in the 
pt!'\ 1nu, p,iragraphs 

', ,,rl Hosenball, general counsel for 
NA',/• po111ted out that Mrs O'Hair's two 
,uir, ,1gainst NA A and the astronauts 
h;id hf'en d1,m1ssed by the lower federal 
courts and that the United States 
<..urir<'me Court twice had refused to hear 
,1n ,1J1J1Pill on 1he issue- the last time in 
11171 'The action of the Supreme Court, 
ci<'nv1ng a further hearing, has sett led the 
mailer for all practical purposes," 
Hosenball ,a,ci 

In a recent interview, Mrs O'Hair also 
l!ilVP assurance that neither she nor any 
nf hN staff are involved in or know 
anything about a renewal of her 1969 
net 1110n cirrve against the astronauts 
(wh ich preceeded her uit in the federa l 
courts) 

I am 111nocent Any uch movement is 
strictly a figment o f somebody' s 
imag111at1on," she declared._ "Perhaps 
somrone found one of the old 1969 
pE't rt ,ons lying around and thought 
somrthing new was underway. But 
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,,h,olurply nothing is h,1pp nlng," 

Accnrcii1111 10 NASA, th offi lal 
pm1tion nf th,11 ,111ent y ,s that a tronaut , 
likP ,my nt lwr ntit<'M, ar<' free to 
<'Wrr l\<' tlw,r constitutional rlghts-
111< lud111g thr right to religious fr dom­
wlwn'vN 1hry are " It , NA A'~ pol i y 
,w,1hrr to ciire t nor to limi t th 
il\lrnnaul\' r<' l1g1ous a tivitles at any 
1 1m<'," tl osC'nball \lilted 

Mr\ ()'Hair al o dC'nles that she is in 
,rnv w,1y 111volved, either dire t ly or 
111ci1rrctly, 111 the petition to th r C. 
Af1pr \ hr h;id rrcC'1ved unfavorable mail 
nn I h<' mallN, she telephoned the 
C;ilifornia mPn who had ubmltted RM­
>4<) l anci lrarnrd that they are religious 
propl<' not atheists, and that in the 
pp11tion •hey claim no connection with 
hPr or any other group Mrs, O 'Hair is in 
ha\1c agrrPmcnt with the thru t of the 
pr1it 1on hut deniC'd that he was involved 
111 any w,1y in srC'king it implementation. 

Ac 11ng on or distribu ti ng th ese 
unfartual r irrulr1rs is just one o f many 
1ns1a11c C'S 111 which a number of rel igious 
nroplr have responded w i t ho u t 
ci<'1rrm1ning the fac t , Such uninformed 
rPspons<> di lu tes their present and fu ture 
inf lurnce wi th Congress and t he 
administrat ive agencies, 

Tht> namf' of Madalyn Murray O 'Hair 
1riggC'rs a conditioned response in many 
rPligious people. If Mrs. O 'Hair supports 
a project , these people feel honor bound 
ro oppose it If an activity takes place 
which lhey oppose on principle, they 
almost automatically assume that Mrs. 
O'Hair is the moving force on the other 
siciP M rs O'Hair is given credit for or 
condPmned for more activities than it 
woulci be physically or emotionally 
possibl t> for a person to be involved in. 

Hui whether one agrees or disagrees 
wi1 h Mrs. O'Hair--or anyone else for that 
maller- is not the issue. The issue is the 
rorrt>ctness or incorrectness of assertions 
in a given situation. 

Unrel iable information and unfounded 
assPrt ions when used as a basis for 
act ion, can only produce ridicule and 
CTPfE'al 

Why don' t church people stop 
shooting canons at sparrows, leave Mrs. 
O'Hair alone, and give themselves to 
more important issues in advancing the 
cau5E' of Jesus Christ? 

Dr. lohri Baker is director of research 
services for the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs, Washington, D.C. 

A 

The Bookshelf ........ . 
I 111'\C' Hf,nd f yp\ Now \Pt>, by Maro lyn 

I nrd ,tnd Phyllr \ lloykrn, "hmt for th 
World Publr \hC'rs, i I 95 

Mr\ M,1rolyn r ord, wife of A ,e rord, 
pa\1or of r rrs1 Church, 1 lutt ig, have had a 
frrsr h,111d C'xprr1enc <' of faith , in whi h f 

,he' wet\ movrd phy\1C ally from darknes 
10 lighl In •hi\ dram;it1r book she relate 
much of hrr lifC''S ,tory 

M,s I nrd lwgan hN testimony with 
lwr gr,1duar 1on from high sc hool After 
nnly •hrP<' months shr began to los h r 
Vl\ion , until sh<' w,1s f111c1lly totally blind 

Mr\ I ord tells dramatically of her 
rPl ,Hiomh1p with her family, how she met 
lwr husband, ,rnd the frightening aspe t 
nf blindn<>ss Her testimony provides 
ilHigh1 inl o th<> problems facing the blind 
,incl \IW shows how, through hristian 
fa,1h, slw copPd with th<>m 

On April 25, 1972, th fords drove to 
A,,s1rop, I a, to visit on<> of their sick 
r hurrh nwmbNs Aftrr the hospital visit 
•lwy slopped 10 v,s,t her parents, Leaving 
1 hf'rr daugh1er , Sharon , with her 
grandpar<>nls, they rPturn d horn . That 
night . as 1hry had done so often before, 
' h<'Y prc1ypd for Mrs r o rd to receive her 
sigh! Mrs ford rE'cc1lls " fach time I had 
rm1yrd, ii was like 1hr Lord was saying to 
mP 'M arolyn, I have a reason for you to 
hr blind "' Rut on this occasion Pastor 
I orci prayed "Oh, Codi you restore 
M;iro lyn's pyesight tonight, Lord, I know 
vou ran do ,t' And God, if it is to be your 
will , I nray you will do it tonight." 

lmmPdiately, Mrs Ford received her 
sigh! Although there is no medical 
Pxplanal ,on for her seeing, she can see. 
The doclor's report remains the same as 
hPfore - !here are at least three reasons 
for her still being total ly blind. 

ThP book is not a treatise on Divine 
hPaling bu1 a simple testimony of the 
work of 1he Lord. The testimony will 
s1reng1hen the faith o f each reader and 
wil l assi t in providing many new 
insight 5. 

Fnrty Five Year on the Rock Island by 
Tom Foster of Malvern will whet the 
ilppetile of the 1rain lover and tickle the 
nala1e of rhe nostalgic . It is a tory of the 
fi rs, hal f of 1hi century. It can be 
Pntrt>d from the author, 1510 Park 

<;1 rePI , Malvern, Ark 72104 for $3.25 
nostage included. 

Clean used r,hurch buses 

J & M Motors 
Hwy 65, South 
Conway, Ark 

329-6634 or 329-5814 



~-t t • I 1 D hy Paul Myers 
J.}..! erna Iona ~_SS_O_l_l ________ T_rin_ity_C_hu_rc_h,_s_ea_rcy __ 

How to face difficulties 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 16 

Physical and 
mrnt al growl h are 
natural and under 
normal conditions 
.ire 10 be Pxpected 
Thp samf' should be 
1 ruP of spiritual 
growth am ong 
Christians Yet , as 
nn<' preacher has so 
aptly stated 11 , there 
;irr altogether too 
mc1ny " midget 

Mrthodtsts, ptgmy Presbyterians, and 
bantam Rapt,sts " 

I• is, rag,c 10 see ind1v1duals who fail to 
grow nhys1cally and mentally Many 
' Imrs such fatlure can be attributed to 
•hp failure to utilize known principles 
•hat lead 10 growth It ,seven mo re tragic 
to obsPrve a Christian whose spiritual life 
Is retarded because o f failure to observe 
1 hf' principles of Christian growth. 

The desire of God is that all o f his 
childrf'n shall grow to Christian maturity 
HP has provided divine guidelines which, 
1f followPd, will enable them to mature in 
•he faith By following these guidelines 
wP will be able to overcome difficulties 
that hinder our growth. God will even 
•ransform our difficulties into stepping 
stones to a,d our growth toward spiritual 
maturity 

The goal of Christian growth is to 
alt ain , he ful l stature o f Christ . An 
im portant factor in ach ieving this goal is 
•he abi l ity to face and overcome the 
difficulties i nvolved in living the 
Christ ran life Our lesson presents the 
apostle Paul as our example. From him 
wP can learn how to face these 
difficulties 

Recognize human frailty 
(1 Cor. 2:1-5) 

rvery true Christ ian is confronted with 
•he fact that he is only a frai l human 
vPssel He ,s incapable of achieving the 
high standard of Christ l ike living without 
divine help A lways aware o f his 
wPakness, he cont inually seeks the 
nowf'r of God to help him in his dai ly life. 

r ven I he great apostle Paul was 
consc ious o f his h um an l imitations 
Whf'n he f i rst went to Corin th, it was with 
ii feel ing of " weakness and fear and 
much •rembl ing." His statement can be 
con st rued to mean that he was referring 
•o h is physical weakness However, the 
context would indicate that t he Apostle 
was apprehensive abo ut his 
responsibil ity as an ambassador for Christ 
in rhe important cit y o f Corinth. Every 
nreacher and teacher should have this 
same sense o f " weakness" as he prepares 
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1 o prf'sf'nt the gospel to others The 
rf'spom1bi11ty of presenting Christ to the 
wmld rs so great that no one can do so in 
hi\ own strength 

Tlw mrssage rs God's, the messenger is 
on ly , he ,nst rumen I through which the 
mrs,agp ,s carried M ore aware of this 
rhan most others, Paul dec lared "t he 
•pst ,mony of God" as revealed in " Jesus 
Christ and h,m crucified" As always and 
PVNYWhNe, Paul centered his message in 
•hp crucified Christ 

In Corinth , where philosophy and 
human wisdom were highly honored, 
Paul took great care in formulating his 
mrssagp Hrs preaching was not " with 
rxcellpncy of speech or o f wisdom " In 
\NV pla,n language and easily 
undprstood words, he presented the t ruth 
n f God in Christ 

P11uls' purpose was to direct attention 
10 , hP mpssage rather than to the 
mrss<'ngPr He did not want the faith o f 
1 he 1-wlrc>vers in Corinth to have a false 
foundat ,on Their faith must not rest on 
humiln reason and flowery oratory It 
must bP based o n the power of God as 
sppn in the death and resurrection o f his 
'ion 

Rf'cognrzing his hum.1n frailt ies, Paul 
11ccepted them as opportunit ies for the 
Holy Spirit to demonstrate the po wer o f 
1.od Hf' was a fragile vessel through 
which God could reveal the gospel-"the 
nowPr o f God for salvation." (Rom . 1:16) 

Seek divine help 
(2 Cor. 4:7-11) 

P11ul's metapho r o f earthen vessels 
wh ich conta in t reasure is very fitting. We 
arf' the "Parthen vesse ls"-weak, fragile, 
11nd Pasi ly broken. The gospel is the 
" reasure"-described in verse 6 as " the 
knowledge oft he glory o f God in the face 
<>f lesus Christ " Th is treasure o f t he 
gospf'I has been ent rusted to men but the 
nowf'r is God's 

The Apost le's own experience was a 
vivid demonstration o f this great truth. 
HP d iscovered that God's grace was 
adPquate to meet all the obstacles that 
•hrPatened to neutrali ze his witness. 
Whate-ver the demands p laced upon him, 
God's power was avai lable to h im-even 
In mo ment of ext reme uffering and 
w<'akne-ss 

Paul was " Iroubled on every ide, yet 
not distres ed " Lit era lly , he was 
"hPmme-d in on every side," but not 
co m p le-te ly co n f ined He was 
"prrf)IPxed," but never to the point of 
comp I Pt e despair He was "persecuted 
bur not forsake-n ." For "persecuted" 
subst rt ute the word "pursued" and the 
picturf' is that of a hunted man . Th is 
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h,1ppPnPd to Paul many t rmPs, but he 
w,1, nPvN l<'ft to hrs own r sources He 
w,1s "c ,1st down, but not destroyed " 
1 hrr<' Wl'r<' , rm<'s whpn he was st ru k 
rlnwn by physica l violence, as at Lystra, 
hut w,1 s always del ivPrPd 

l'11ul thought of hrs p rsecutions, 
l'Sf)<'etally t hme wh,ch endangered his 
l,fr 11s m;in,festations o f the life o f Jesus 
II,s fr<'ciuent escapes from death were 
0xamrlrs o f the powpr o f the riseri Savior 
In protect his Sf'rvant In spite o f the 
constant threat of death, Paul was 
sl r<'ngthened because Christ " lived" tn 

hrm Hrs gr<'at ambi tion was that Christ 
might br glor,f,ed in hrs mortal body 

Paul ovE>rcame his many d1ff1cul t1es 
brcaus<' he was a man w ho was 
"r rucrfied with Christ" and lived for 
Christ Wr, too, can be v ictorious when, 
lrkr Paul , wf' total ly dedicate o urselves to 
livP " fnr Jesus' sake" and depend upon 
1.nd for hrs help 

Never become discouraged 
(2 Cor. 4:16) 

Paul knPw, as we all do, that death is 
continually at work in our mortal bodies 
Though he was rescued many t imes from 
1 he raws of death, he was fu lly aware that 
<'Vf'ntually death would claim h is bo dy 
lndPPd, the nhysical body rs in a constant 
sI at f' nf dying The aging process can end 
n n Iv in death 

HnwPver, t he Christ ran rs not to be 
overly concerned about the inevitabi lity 
,,f deaf h Tho ugh his physical body waste 
aw ay, h is "inner nature" is constantly 
being renewed by God The Chr istian is 
naturally affected by the deteriorations 
n f his nhysical capacities, but o f far 
l.!reater importance to him is t he g lorious 
fact I hat hrs inner spiritual life is being 
daily st rengthened Fo r this reason, Paul 
rlPclares that we are never to become 
discouraged It is the " inner nature" that 
ultimately counts. 

W hi le in the physical body, the 
Christi an should strive for continual 
growl h toward pir it ual maturity. Paul's 
<'xamnle and admon iti o ns help 
•remendo usly in our efforts to reach this 
wo rthy goal But spir it ual growth can be 
m11 inI ained only as we experience a day 
by day fellowship with Christ He is the 
,ourcE' o f our strength, our knowledge, 
11nd our holiness Wit h h im by our side, 
•here is no limit to sp ir itual growth. 

Th• Oullines of th• lntematlonal lllbfe lesson for 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Serles, an copyrtghled by 
the lnternallonal Council of Retlglous Education. Used 
by perm ission. 
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T _ _.. -) by James W. Adams, Pastor 

~ife and \ vor k Lesson. ___ Be_ec_h_s_tr_ee_t _ch_u_rc_h,_T_ex_ar_ka_na __ 

Laying a good foundation 
Proverbs 4:1-5, 8:35-36, 13:24, 22:6, 31 :25-39 

The large bit 
hmed its way into 
1hP Parth A huge 
nil<' 0f dirt 
,urrnunded the hole 
•hat it left One of 
•hP workmen 
cil'-af)pParPd into the 
h0le anrl furt her 
shared 11 with his 
,h0vel Anot her 
crPw appPared and 

\,/.1111, s00n I hP hell-shaped 
hnlp was interlaced with metal rods 
1, trf'd •0geIher The pattern followed for 
,pvpral days And then one morning the 
rumbling cement trucks made their 
,lf)[1Parance 0ne after another, for hours, 
pouring the ir contents into the waiting 
hnnevromb 0f holes 

\1nnths later, safe and secure in my 
,1 urh ,1, a killer hurricane vented her fury 
<lrrfl\S ·he coastal plains of Texas, I 
rrnwmhered with gratitude the 
"'f1"n"' e 1 ,me-consuming, labor-eating 
fnunrla1 ions that underlay our church 
huilrlinl! Whatever had been required, it 
",1, n0w w0rth it I Laying a good 
lrtunrlat I0n is not only important for 
hudrl,nl!, 11 ,s also vitally important for 
11ur children Centuries ago the writer of 
in,r1rPci 'irripture realized this and he 
·aul!hl that laying a good foundation-

ls the primary 
responsibility of parents 

(Proverbs 4:1-5 and 
31 :25-29) 

ThP tremendous importance of early 
•raining and guidance has long been 
Pm r,h;,si1ed by ed ucators and 
pwc'inlogists as well as by spiritual 
IPadPrs H0wever, none of these have as 
much influence on children as do 
narent s The writer o f Proverbs speaks 
from h,s own experience in t he first five 
verses of chapter four . His grateful 
mPm0ries 0f a good father's teaching and 
,.f a loving mother's tenderness give 
Pmr,hasis 10 his exortations . He 
rPmembered and took pleasure in 
rPpeat ing what he had been taught as a 
ch ild He had not forgotten, so deep were 
1he impressions of his father's teachings. 

Parents stil l have t he primary 
responsibility to share understanding and 
wisd0m with their children. While there 
are 0ther " instructors" in schools and 
churches. such instructors' opportunities 
and responsibi lities to give proper 
ciirection to young lives is not nearly so 
L!reat as that o f parents. Parents are 
responsible for the very existence of their 
children Ignorance o f proper conduct, 
right and wrong and their attendant 

act f()ns reflect upon parents. Failure to 
nrnperly teach and train a child is a -sin 
a{.!ainst mme than just the child. He will, 
in , 1ml'. come to in fluence many others. 

A child is given by God in an 
unrleveloped moral condition. God 
Pxpects parents to nurture and guide. The 
fulfilment of parental responsibilities will 
insurP that God's gift of a child shall bless 
rather than blight a moral universe. 

Al0ng with parental instruction, the 
writer also cites the importance of proper 
Pxample and influence. Proverbs 31 :25· 
29 ciraws in bold relief the picture of a 
narent c lothed w ith power over those 
rircumstances which could easily shatter 
anrl ruin a home bui lt on lesser 
f0Lmdat ions. Wisdom (or a lack of it) is 
reflf'cted and noted by children in t he 
,·erv words spo ken by parents . 
I nsI ruction should be so presented as to 
awaken love-and this is not so difficult 
when instruction is given from love! 
rJpanlines , orderliness and purposeful 
work as a ciaily influence cannot help but 
have its impact upon young lives. 

11 is 0ne 0f the most important things 
in all 0f this world for children to " rise 
up" as in reverential honor and " bless" 
r heir r,arents because they have brought 
rheir home and them to inward 
nrnsperity and to such a state where love 
reigns' 

Is dependent upon discipline 
(Prov. 13:24, 8:35-36) 

Pain and suffering is the outcome of 
sin While we would often like it to be 
01 herw ise, nonetheless, what one sows, 
one reaps. Use o f the "rod" in the 
fmmative years of childhood is an 
imr,mtant mean s of education. When 
children learn that pain is the outcome of 
rheir Iransgressions, many evil habits are 
thus crushed in the bud . Wrong can be 
more easi ly overcome at the expense of 
less suffering early in one's learning than 
aI later I imes when bad habits take firm 
h0ld anci inflict heavier penalties. 

Painful act ion early may facilitate the 
rem0val 0f a poisonous reptile's venom 
while fai lure to do so may result in more 
Ierrible pain and suffering later. It is wise 
to inflict restraints upon children early 
rat her I han to allow harmful habits to be 
rnnfirmed The branch is more easily 
hent when it is tender. A weak and 
shrinking nature o n the part of parents 
(shrinking from infliction of corrective 
[)ain 0r punishment upon their children-· 
whet her an inborn tendency or 
encouraged by poor child psychology) 
can be rr.ost detrimental to the child. 

The parent who deeply wishes well to 
his child will keep him under discipline. 
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HP will give direction while the child is 
st i ll capable of being influenced If 
parents fail to give di rection and fail to 
r,0int their child toward wisdom, they 
may ultimately be responsible for the 
rhi ld's destruct ion The wise parent will 
, herefore seek to thwart wrong from • 
bewming deeply rooted Parents who 
av0id Ihe " rod" (even those who think 
1 hey do so because o f love) have no true 
l0ve for their ch ild and are acting as 
though they really desire ruin for h,m, 
ciivine wisdom calls ,t hatred Perhaps 
such indulgence of our children has its• 
root in self-indulgence' 

Is essential to future stability 
(Prov. 22:6) 

The better the foundation laid by the 
Parthly parents, the less are their children 
likely 10 need the corrective discipline of 
, he HPavenly Father Proper training and 1 
L!Uicfance in early years become a part of 
a y0uth and then of an adult Such 
foundat ion s become ingrained, 
imprinted, accustomed Down through 
1he years they thus grant a stability which 
is not easily shaken Right impressions 
made in childhood abide all through life 
True. some depart from the good way in 
which they were early trained, but early, 
rrain ing is very often a means of their 
regaining their equilibrium and stabili ty 
and recovering themselves 

Conclusion 
While children have the responsibility 

10 " hear" the instructions of their 
r,arents, the heavier responsibility lies 
upon parents to see that they dil igently 
ieach and that they do it in such manner 
1 hat I heir o ffspring will hear Parents who 
are remiss in such duties o f teaching and 
ciiscipline give evidence of a lack of love 
fm their children uch lack of love 
result~ in eventual harm for thei r 
rhi ld ren Christian parents must J 
[)rayerfully eek God's help as they 
Pncieavor to guide their own children and 
nrepare them for life 

Thl1 lesson treaitme"• is based on the Life and work 
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches. copyright by 
The Sundaiy School Bo.1rd of the Southern Bao11st 
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by perm ission. 

PEW CUSHIONS 
Comfort anci beauty At prices your 

Church can afford. 

ror free estimate contact 
n .OWFRS CUSH/0 ERV/CE 

P.O. Box 587 Keene, Tex. 76059 
Phone: A/C 81 7 645-9203 
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Vietnam missionaries 
are now scattered 

RICHMO 0 - The 16 Sou thern Baptist 
m1<<1onary couples and four missionary 

'f Inurneympn stat io ned in Vietnam before 
<'Vilruation in April art! now scattered 
·hroughoul oul heast Asia and the 
Untied SIa1es 

rollowing Foreign M issio n Bo ard 
;i,1 ,on in tis M ay and June meetings, six 
couple>< and one journeyman (two-year 
nrogram for young college graduates) 

• hc1vc> c1 lrc>c1dy been reassigned to o ther 
countnps These include Stephen Brown, 
Inurnpym c1n, Mr and Mrs Herman P. 
H;iyes. Mr and Mrs Peyton M . M oore 
,1nd Mr and Mrs Joe G Turman, who are 
;ill c1ss1gnro 10 1he Indonesian mission 
rnrgan11at io n o f So uthern Baptist 

► 1111ss ionari t>s ) 
Mr c1nd Mrs Robert R. Compher, M r. 

;ind Mrs Kenneth L Goad and M r. and 
M r< W illiam T Roberson have been 
'riln<fPrrPd 10 1he Philippine mission. 

Although not reassigned, M r. and Mrs. 
H h1rl Bengs Jr have remained on 
C.uam. aiding 1he last evacuees there. 

me o ther couples are in the States on 
furlough and await ing reassignment. 
'iPvc>ral are work ing on military bases 
where Vielnamese refugees are now 
localed Mr. and Mrs. Gene V . Tunnell 
ilnd Mr and M rs. James M . Gayle are at 
,;imp Chaffee, Ft. Smith, Ark. -Mr. and 
M r< I ewis I Myers Jr. are at Elgin AFB, 

>- r n rt W;i lton Beach, Fla., and Mr. and 
Mrs lames H. Lassiter are at Camp 
PPndleton, Calif. 

Anna Adams and Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
M il lPr former vo lunteers who served in 
Vip1n~m are also volunteering their 
<c>rvicPs al Camp Chaffee. Others serving 
, hc>re as volunteers are former 

'" journc>ymen Linda Pegram, Phyllis J. 
Tvlc>r, Doug Kellum, Doug Vandevender 
;ind c>merilus missionary O live Allen. 
r. rc>g Ho lden, who has just completed his 
•wn-veilr assignmenl, and John Parsons, 

► 

... 

USED SCHOc;>L BUSES 
1964 Dodge, ~ -passe nger; 68 Ford, 
36-pass. 64 GMC, ~ -pass . 69 Dodge, 
• 2-pass. 64 I HC, 60-pass. 67 Dodge, 
•e oass. 62 I HC, A2-pass. 64 I HC, 
60 -pass. 67 Chev, SA-pass. 67 Chev, 
A2-pass. 67 Ford, 36-pass. 67 Chev, 
60-pass. 64 1 HC, ,a.pass. 68 Dodge, 
AS-pass. 66 Chev, ,a.pass. 65 Chev, 
~ -pass. 68 Chev, ~ -pass, 68 Chev, 
~ -pass. 67 Ford, 48-pass. 68 IHC, 
AS-pass. 69 Chev, ,a.pass . 69 Ford, 
,2.pass. 64 I HC, SA-pass , 68 Dodge, 
~ -pass. 68 Chev, ~ -pass, 67 GMC, 
60-pass. 66 Chev, SA-pass, 68 Ford , 
66-pass. 69 A.A., 72-pass, 62 Chev, 
36-pass. 68 Ford, ,a.pass. 64 Dodge, 
36-pa ss . 65 Ford, ~ -pass. 69 FMd, 
SA-pass. 67 I HC, 66-pass, 67 I HC, 66-pass. 
67 Chev, 48-pass. 70 Ford, SO-pass. 
67 Chev, 48-pass. 66 Ford, 54-pass. 
65 GMC, • e pass. 

PRICED TO SELL I 
MISLE BUS & EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 

50TH ANDO STREETS 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68505 

( 402) 483-2261 
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whn rc>signed ilftpr one year as a 
Iournc>ymc1n hav<' ill<o offc>red their 
~C'rVICP< 

Mr and Mrs <;amu<'I M James will bE> 
<c>rv111g ill thp I oreIgn Mission Board, 
Rirhmnnd, as of 'iC'pt 1 wherP he wil l be 
;i rpsearch ass1s1ant 10 J Vvtnston 
CrawlE>y nvprseas d1v1sion director 

Mr ;ind Mrs JamE>s J Bobo, Mr and 
Mrs Rnbc>rt C Dc1v1s Jr , Mr and Mrs 
lilm<'s I KC' llum Jr ilnd Mr and Mrs 
<;;imuel F I ongbot tom Jr are on furlough 
in •hp <;1c1Ic>s c1wc1it111g reass1gnm nt 

lournPyman Rosill1e Beck has 
completed her two-year assignment 

New FMB post filled 
RICHMOND (BP)--W .L. (W impy) 

<;mit h . iln associate secretary fo r 
missionary personnel for the Southern 
Rc1p1 ist foreign Mis ion Board since 1969 
ilnd formc>r executive secretary of Texas 
Raptist M en, has been named by the 
hoc1rd 10 fi ll a newly-created post as 
;issociate consullant on laymen overseas 
;i nd ;issocia te d i saster response 
coordinator, effective Aug. 1. 

Mrs. Smith is 1he former Beverl y 
Hefley of Fort Smith, Ark . They have 
1hree sons. 

'imith will assist W . Eugene Grubbs, 
who is primari ly responsible for the roles 
nf , onsultanl on laymen and disaster 
rpsponse coordinator. Smi th wi ll assume 
responsibilily for operat ion of the offi ce 
whpn Grubbs, w hose job requires 
frP<went travel, is out of the offi ce. 

The responsibili ties, which Smi th wi ll 
now share, include assist ing Southern 
Rc1pt ists who 1ravel o r live abroad to 
hP, om E> invo lv ed i n miss io ns, 
coordinating the part ic ipat ion of laymen 
in <pec ial pro jec ts overseas and 
providing informal ion about overseas 
voe-at ion al openings on a non-miss ionary 
hasis 

Concerning world hunger needs and 
ciisaster response, Smith will help answer 
quest ions I hat come to the board and 
hE>lp implement relief programs and 
rlisast er response plans. 

In his previous ro le, Smith counseled 
with candidales for foreign mIssIon 
service in 1he western United States. 

BE> fore he joined the board's home 
offi ce slaff in 1969 , Smith worked f ive 
vPars with laymen while executive 
secreiary of Texas Bapt ist M en, affi l iate 
nf the Dal las-based Bapt ist General 
Convenlion of Texas. 

Prior to the position 
Raptists Smith had been 
Rc1 p 1is1 miss i onary to 
11ppo in1ed by the board in 

with Texas 
a Southern 
A rgentina, 
Apri l, 1957. 

Attendance report 
July 6, 1975 

Sunday Church Church 
Church School Training Addns 

A ll",c:andf'r First 
Alp~na 
Bf"ntonv,IIP 

Cf'ntral Avrnue 
First 
Mason VflllPy 

Berryville 
F ir st 
Freeman Hr1qhfs 
Rock Sprinqs 

aoonev,lle, Fir-st 
Camdtn, Culltndale 
Cash, First 
Concord, First 
Conway, Second 
Cro<;sett, Mt 01 ,ve 
El Dorado 

Trinity 
West Sidf" 

Ft Smllh 
East Side 
Grand Avenue 

Moffett M ission 
Temple 
Trinity 
W indsor Park 

Gentr y, First 
Grandview 
Greenwood, First 
Hampton, First 
Ha rdy, Fir st 
Harrison 

Eagle Heights 
W OOdland Heights 

Hatfield , F,rst 
Hope 

Calvary 
First 

Hot Springs 
Grand Avenue 
Leonard Str eet 
Me morial 
Park Place 

Hughes, First 
Jacksonvil le 

First 
Marshall Road 

Kingston, First 
Lavaca, F ir st 
Little Rock 

Cross Road 
Crystal H ill 
Geyer Springs 
Life Line 
Martindale 
WOOdlawn 

Magnolia , Central 
Monticello 

Fir st 
Second 

MurtreesbOro, F irst 
North Little Rock 

Calvary 
Gravel Ridge 
Pa rk Hill 

Par a gould 
Calvar y 
East Sid e 
F ir st 
west View 

Par is, F irst 
P ine Bluff 

Centennial 
East Sid e 
F irst 
Sou th Side 

Tucker 
Oppelo 

Sulphur Spr ings 
Wa lson Cha pel 

Rogers, Immanuel 
Rover 
Russellville 

F irst 
Second 

Sheridan, F irst 
Spring da le 

Berry Street 
Caud le Avenue 
E lmdale 
F ir s t 

Van Buren, F ir st 
M ission 

Vandervoort , Fir st 
West Helena, Second 
Wooster , First 

71 
77 

66 
221 
8• 

153 
125 
68 

23, 
530 
86 
89 

271 
364 

95 
315 

231 
709 

27 
136 
159 
73A 
159 
6A 

232 
131 
121 

288 
77 
99 

163 
38A 

404 
104 
91 

306 
163 

A10 
230 
43 

274 

117 
127 
627 
415 
101 
109 
533 

232 
2A0 
130 

356 
186 
646 

186 
141 
403 
1S2 
422 

133 
214 
S2S 
646 

14 
1S 

163 
316 
432 

6A 

422 
134 
22S 

8S 
107 
304 

1133 
S10 

17 
60 

177 
97 

36 
77 

33 

57 
SA 
41 

211 
197 
29 
24 
73 

191 

21 
309 

127 
179 

69 
32 

193 
A3 
42 
89 
52 
52 

118 
37 
2, 

76 
83 

171 
SA 
42 
77 
A3 

79 
32 

116 

8S 
37 

123 
100 
49 
56 

138 

AS 
73 
A7 

118 
71 
71 

Ul 
60 
94 
86 

112 

133 
110 
99 

139 

11 
102 
12A 
111 
27 

•3 

82 

16A 

28 
96 
51 

1 
10 
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High court term in review: action, inaction revisited 

Wl\'iHINGTON (BP)- Actions by the 
l I 'i 'iuprPme Court in ,ts 1ust-concluded 
'Prm r an be described as a "mixed bag" 
111 1hp ilrPas of church-state relations and 
hum;in right s 

On thp positive side, the high court 
tssupd II s mo t definitive dec1s1on to date 
nnposing statp a,d to parochial schools, 
stood firmly by ,ts controversial 1973 
;ihnrt I0n pos11 ion . and agreed to hear a 
c ;isp npxt term which should go a long 
w,w in dPr 1ding the validity o f state a,d 
' n nonpublic colleges and universitie 

On I he other hand, the court 
d1sappotntPd many observers by holding 
nvPr ;my dec ision on the 
rnnsliltt11onal11y of the death penalty 
,ind hv rPfusing to clanfy its ambiguous 
,, ;inrP on obscenity and pornography. 

Rv ifs IPndency 10 avoid making tough 
rlPr isions and issuing opinions instead 
haspd on procedural questions, the 
Rurgf'r courl is steadily gaining a 
rppu 1a1ion for acting definitively on ly 
whpn ;ibsolutely neces ary . Some, 
111rludmg former President Richard M . 
Nixon. have called such a judicial 
poslure " stricl constructionism." Others 
spp ii . instead. a obst ructionism. 

ThP rontrast with the Supreme Court 
undPr I he leadership of the late Chief 
lusi irP Farl Warren is inevitable . 
WhPrPas 1hat court jumped at the 
11ppor1unity 10 confront controversial 
c,uPslions headon, the Burger court 
sppms oflen to go out of its way to avoid 
'hPm. Pven when written briefs and oral 
ilrguments have sought them out. 
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by St an llastPy 

Whtie some observers defend the new 
r au11ousness and regard ,t as a needed 
corrective to what they viewed as the 
,oc,al engineering" done during the 

Warren years, the fact remains that by 
;idoptmg a posture of "decide only when 
;ibsolutely necessary" the high court is 
Pncouragmg protracted litigat ion of the 
samP cases That , in turn, is contributing 
•o the growing log jam of cases in the 
federal court system 

All 1h1s comes at a time when Chief 
lus1 1cP BurgPr is making a concerted 
Pffort to convince Congress that an 
overhauled federal court system is 
Impera1 ive Burger Is crusading for more 
1udgpships and for better pay for federal 
1udgPs, whose salaries have been frozen 
;it $40,000-42,500 for ix years, causing a 
hugP f'xodus of seasoned ones to private 
prar1ice 

Unfo rtunat ely , t he chief justice's 
C'ilpilol Hill lobbying does not seem to 
sc,uare with his judicial philosophy of 
;ivoiding deciding cases on their merits 
and deciding them rather on procedural 
!.(rounds. Instead of dispatching cases 
f'xpeditious ly, he appears committed to 
the view 1hat the Superme Court should 
act nn many controversial matters only 
rPlucl ant ly. 

The most obvious recent example was 
thp rnurt 's decision (or non-decision) to 
dPlay making a judgment as to the 
rnns1itutionality of the death penalty. In 
the rase of Jesse Thurman Fowler, a 
rnnvic1ed murderer from North Carolina, 
the court was asked by both sides to 
df'l ermine whether the death penalty 
i1self constitutes "cruel and unusual 
puni shment" in v io lation o f the 
Cons1itution's Eighth Amendment. 

Although the case was remarkably free 
from other potentially compl icat ing 
c,uestions, the high court still declined to 
issue a ruling, deciding instead to hear 
the rase again next term. The likely 
Pxplanation for the delay is that the court 
was so badly divided that a definit ive 
df'rision, one which would establish a 
fi rm precedent , was impossible to reach. 
This, in 1urn , would seem to bode i ll for 
those hoping for the banning of the 
dea1 h penalty, because it indicates, at 
the very least, that a strong minority of 
the just ices are holding out in favor of 
Pxecution . 

A clearer example of this court's 
unwill ingness to meet certain hard 
quest ions head-on is its posture on 
obscenity and pornography. Two years 
ago it issued a ruling in Miller v. 
California dec lar i ng t hat local 
rnmmunit:es may determine what is 
obscene for their own citizens. On the 
surface, that sounds reasonable enough. 

What 11 really represented was a classic 
f'xample of the non-decision the Burger 
rourl is prone to make What, after all, 
cons1i1u1es local standard? The aftermath 
of 1ha1 decision has been predictable-an 
Pndless stream of appeals working 
themselves all 1he way to the high court, 
whe,e, in 1urn , they must be considered , 
nne by one in a painfully time­
r onsuming process 

In 1he wake of the ambiguous Miller 
decision, 1he court was forced during its , 
laiest 1erm to declare that the stage 
production of "Hair" cannot be banned i 
hy local communities because it contains 
11 nude scene and that drive-in theaters I " 
rannol be forbidden by a city to show 
films containing nudity when the screen 
,s visible from streets or other public 
places 

This is not to say that the present court 1 
never makes momentous decisions. It 1 

has demonstrated, to the contrary, that it L 
is capable of lucid opinions which will ; 
undoubtedly serve as strong precedents 
for future cases. 

The most notable example during the 
rerent ierm was Meek v . Pittenger, the 
rase which successfully challenged 
Pennsylvania's massive aid to nonpublic 
schools scheme. That plan provided 
millions of dollars yearly to parochial 
schools in the state for " Auxiliary 
sprvices." 

The high court's decision was the most 
·definitive yet in this prickly, highly 
Pmotional field . The court declared that 
Pennsylvania's plan was squarely 
opposed to the First Amendment's 
prohibition of church-st ate 
Pnlanglement. By a solid 6-3 majority, , 
the court issued an opinion which will 
make it most difficult for state 
legislatures to circumvent const itutional 
arguments in seeking to pass such plans 
in 1he future. • 

The court was also called upon to ' 
stand by its highly controversial 1973 f 
abortion decisions which declared that , 
the state has no interest in the 
1ermination of pregnancy within the first 
1rimPster and only a limited interest 
during the second trimester. It did so, 
1hereby reaffirming a courageous ' 
decision which should also stand up well • 
for lhe foreseeable future. 

Thus, 1he picture of the recent term is 
blurred. Despite a general tendency to 
11void clear-cut statements in some 
rontroversial areas , the court has ( 
nevertheless shown that it can do so in ~ 
others. Civil libertarians can hope that as 
1he four Nixon appointees to the high 
court gain season ing those latter 1 

occasions will be more and more 
frequent. 
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