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OCIATIONS

Caroline: T G. W. Thompson I. Cox, and brethren, The
) * and L. L. Boone.* £l ¢ j

Red River: Elders, M. D. Bell,* Miles L. Langle 3 = A
venson. and brethren, W. Brown,* and T. A. Heard
ll(uzlur.urmu W. R. 1 and J. D. Johnson

Satvroay, Oct. 27th, 8
nvention met pursuant to adjournme
S. Murrow
On motion, read the minutes of ye which
rected and approved.
Delegates to the Convention were next called for *n the
T T following ented them
Vlount Vernon: E ks . Park ; .
Judson: Elders, Sol, 0 . S ATl chureh, Jefersots counl ylor ¢
Hendley, and brother \\. ll. Br aw. “Assodiations B A
Association J. V. Cr S. Murrow
MINTUTES INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTOR Willis lmuH and B. L. Compere
N i and 50 cts., J. 3. ander § Oak Bend church, tnklin coun
1. Hol 81, jors 25 cts, C erser S2 50, W, I7. Fort h ch A bastian counly:
THE A\[(,n,,;, 31 3 o ) L coiu Elder E. L. Compere
Capt. William Morton gave $2—(not a Baptist.) 3 wi W. C. Joh
held an ction for officers 3 Ul‘lh.u.x and

On motion, the Convention 1 ch il t %
P“ T STAT[ tﬂNVEN"uN whereupon Elder W. M. Lea was elected President and R. Barksdale.
: Thrasher Secretary. On motion, visiting brethren from beyond this S

On motion, Elder P. S. G. Watson was appointed to preac! invited to seats with u der J. S. Mu
R the Introductory Sermon, the brother appointed at the last scs- k Nation, and Elder Willis Burns, of the Choctaw
<ion huving failed to attend. were received
Pixe Buurr, Arkaxsas, On motion, adjourned to 2} o'clock P. The report of the committee on Arrangement was
Friday, October 26th, 1860. which was read and adopted. (See 4th page of cover.)
The Arkansas Baptist State Convention met in the . On motion, the names of the members of the Conventio
ne Bluff, Ark., on the 26th of October, A. D., 1860. were now called and absent marked
T'he President and Secretary being present, the Convention 3 2% o’crock. P. M The committee on the Constitution and Rules of Order
was called to order to proceed in its business. Prayer by Eld 210 OLUORy Ll their report, which was received.
. J. Coleman. o = The Conventlon met pursuant to adjournment. On motion, the reading by article was called for; upon wh
Delegates from Churches and Associations were called for The following annual committees were called on for reports: there arose a discussion; ]nm]\n" \\h ch, the Convention
the President, whereupon the following were enrolled: 1st. Committe on Hymn Book—The committee was continued journed till 2 o'clock P. M., Elder R. J. Coleman on the floor
CHURCHES till to-morrow, and vacancies in said committee were supplied
gt by adding thereto Elders, Thrasher, Dover and Thompson.
Hope, l)ul!m- county: Elder A. Yutes,* William Daniel* “ond. Commiltee on the Constitution—The committe va : P M
L. Dick e allowed until to-morrow to report, and the vacancies were filled o R £ o 3
Samaria, ])‘,,/,,\ county: D. C. Hall,* John P. Hall* and M by adding thereto Elders, Melton, Stevenson and Craig. I[lv Lonvention assembled pursuant to adjournment.  Prayer
2 The following committees were appointed: ] B.IIIv'r Melton. . y g
l:/?u\un county: Elder Wm. M. Lea, T. A. Read 200 Finanoe— Read, T. J. Parker. and 1. Holcomb. Ihe C onvention proceeded in the :"nnjx‘h'r tion of Ce
; g g and. Oa Arrangement—Watson, Holland and Alerander. sti x'mun as offered by the committee. Elder Coleman resumed
Providence, T cfreson-omly: Elder 1. Coterman. Staney 3rd. O Preaching—Trawick, wnd Bradshaw. thg:#l90
Worthen and H. Woodard. : Ath. Oh Sdbbath Schools—R Coleman.'S-Stevenson and \Iu r considerable discussion the Constitution was adopted
tlabanie, Dallas county; EI. J. T. Craig LS. Réad J with some amendments. Rules of or AR e i
itlle Rock, Pulaski county: Elders, P. S. G. Watson, J. F On mbtio adopted:
””‘,m'"‘ 1 8. K. Melton. 3 Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be requested to
W Princeton, Dallas county reer, R. H. Hoshall and write a circular letter to be appended to these minutes to arouse
mEUonnells the ministers and other members of our denomination to attend
ovidence, Diew county: J. D. Johnson. the annual meetings of the Coavention.
On motion, adjourned till o’clock to-morrow morning.

Absentees marked thus.®




CONSTITUTION

OF THE

Arkansas  Baptist State Convention.

Artice 1. This Institution shall be called the Arkan
Baptist State Convention.

Ant. 2. The primary objects of this Convention shall be the
sducation of young men called of God to the Gospel ministry,
and approved by the churches to which they respectively belong:
the employment of missionaries within the limits of the State,
or elsewhere, and the dissemination of Baptist literature.

Art. 3. The funds devoted to these objects shall be kept di
tinct from each other, and punctually appropriated, agreeab

fic intention of contributors.

Arr. 4. This Convention shall be composed of such indivi-
duals and delegates from such institutions as shall make ad
quate contributions to its funds.

ivery Association, church or individual shall be
entitled to send to the Convention one delegate, who shall be a
member of a Baptist church, for every five dollars paid into
the treasury.

Art. 6. It inctly understood that this Convention shall
have no ecclesiastical jurisdiction, nor even act as an advisory
council, nor in any way interfere with the constitution of any
church or Association.

Art. 7. The officers of this convention, to be elected annu-
ally, shall be a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Correspond-
ing and Recording Secretary, a Treasurer and an Auditor, who
with twenty others, shall constitute a Board of Managers, five
of whom shall form a quorum.

Arr. 8. It shall be the duty of the President to presi
meetings of the Convention and Board, that of the Vice-Pre
dents, to preside in case of his abkence, according to seniority.
The Secretaries shall be required to dlschargc the duties appro-
priate to their respective offices. The Treasurer shall hold
the funds of the Convention, to{ be subject to the order of the
Board; shall give security for the faithful discharge of his duty
and shall make an annual repqrt of all receipts and expendi-
tures which shall be audited and |published with the minutes.
The duty of the Auditor will b(' to audit the accounts of the
Treasurer.

Art. 9. The Board of Mandgers shall meet quarterly or
oftener, at such time and place ps-they shall, from time to time,
designate; when they shall adoptisuch measures as shall best
tend to carry into effect the nl»Jccu of the Constitution.

Axr. 10. There shall be an{ddequate number of Agents,
subject to the direction of the Convention or its Board, whose
duty it shall be to visit ciatidng, churches, ete., and t‘ndun or
to secure their co-operation w tyllm Ins muuun, conformably
to the provisions of the Constitytion.

Art. 11. The Convention sligll hold its meetings annually,
at such time and place as it shalt|direct.

Arr. 12. The Convention shhll require of its Board a full
report ;u_l all their proceedings * ‘cach annual meeting.

Any alteration may be made in this Constitution
at un) mumnl meeting, with the |concurrence of two-thirds of
the members present, except Art 6, which shall forever remain
unaltered. i

Arr. 14. The 4th and 5th articles of the Constitution are to
be 8o construed as to allow thedifferent Associations to repre-
sent in this body upon funds cxpchdcd within their own bounds,
for the objects of the Conventign) on condition that the Board
of the Convention be allowed Lo’ confirm the appointment of
theit missionaries, and a reguiar correspondence be kept up
between the Boards of the :\ssoc‘:\(ions and the Board of the
Convention, and that they report| their funds to the Treasurer
of the Convention at each annyal session.

RULES OF ORDER.
e Bl

-
1. Every meeting for business shall be opened and closed by
prayer, either by the presiding | er, or some one whom he
shall appoint.
2. Every speaker shall rise :ml address the President on any
subject to be discussed. R

il
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No motion shall be debated unless seconded; and no mex
t shall epeak more than twice on the same motion, witho
special leave of the Convention.
he President and Recording Secretary shall be chose
v ballot. The other officers in any way the Convention n
x!m-rl but not necessarily from among the members
Every question shall be decided by the living voice, unl
otherwise directed.
6. The names of mémbers shall be called each day pre
to proceeding to busin
7. All-resolutions shall be reduced to writing, signe nl by
mover, and handed to the Chair-or_Secretary, before de huv
S. When a questionis_under-debate, no motion shall be
received but to adjourn, to postpone indefinitely, to commit, t
lay on the table, or to amend; which several motions s
precedence in the order in which they are arrang
But no motion or proposition on a subject different from t
under consideration, shall be admitted under color of amend-
ment.
9. When a motion has been once made and carried in the
i ive, it shall be in order for any membe
ho voted with the majority to move for reconsideration thereof
n the same da)
10. When the reading of any paper is called [for, and is
jected to by a member, wall be determined by 'the vote
vention.
member shall absent himself from the servic h
Convention, unless he has leave, or be sick and unable to at
tend.
All questions, except such as relate to the Constitution
all be decided by a n\:Uuri y of vote
!i..r x‘ul to enforce the foreg
to his trust,
1y member |

Dr. J. L. Goree, of Aut
as a member of the Convention .

Elder U. H. Parker reported himself a delegate from the
Bartholomew Association, and was invited to a s

The report of the Committee on Hymn Book was ealled fo
which was accordingly made. The report was received, and
pending the discussion of a motion to adopt it, the Conventior
adjourned to Monday, 8 o'clock A. M. Prayer by Elder J. \
Cross




Toxpay, October 20th, 8} o’clock A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by
Elder N. Holland.

The minutes of Saturday not being at hand, the reading,
calling the roll, etc., was postponed for the present

On motion, the Convention went into the -consideration of
the carrying into effect the Ind onary contribution of
Sabbath evening, when it was agreed that the matter be refer-
red to the Executive Board of the Convention for proper man-

ement.

The minutes of Saturday ng come to hand, were read

\d approved, and the roll was callec

On motion, the Convention took up the report of the Com-
mittee on Hymn Book, and proceeded to the further conside
tion of the ¢ adopted with the following
amendment,

That the be adopted, provided fifty
Hymns can be added without cost. If not, that the committee
proceed to negotiate with the publishers for the “Psatsony,”

me conditions—and. if they fail in this last arrang
b, then we adopt the
REPORT.
Report of the Committee on the Hymn Boo
your committee on the Hymn Book, ask leave to report
e following:
‘¢ have become somewhat familiar with the Hymn Books
L 1d find all of them po: ed of
excellences, yet defective ‘so far as this State is concerned.
Many of our most common and familiar Hymns are not to be
found in any one of the books known to us, and this defect would
ent any book from being generally adopted throughout the

have a verbal proposition from brother Marks, of the

Firm of Graves rks & Co., to add to the Southern Psalmist,
fil'y additional Hymns or less of our own selection, without
dditional cost, provided we adopt and recommend their book:
therefore we recommend the adoption of the following Resolu-
tions:

1st. Resolved, That it is highly desirable that there be some
one Hymn Book adopted for general use by the Baptists of
Arkansa:

2nd. Resolved, That in consideration of the addition to the
Southern Psalmist, of fifty hymns or less, without additional
cost, we recommend the adoption of that book.

3rd. Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
select the fifty Hymns or less, and to carry out and complete
the whole arrangement with Graves, Marks & Co.

4th. Resolved, That in case the arrangement as above con-
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templated, cannot be cormpleted with Graves, Marks Co.,
then the Committee contemplated in the 8rd Resolution, be
hereby instructed to select some other Hymn Book and to add
the fifty additional Hymns or less.

Respectlully, P. S. G. WATSON, Chm.

On motion, a committee cor sting of the following brethren
was appointed to complete the arrangement for a Hymn Book
as contemplated by 3rd Resolution of the foregoing report:
Llders, Watson, Hooten and Lea.

‘he report of the committee on Sabbath Schools was called
for, read and adopted, being amended with the subj d res
lution:

lved, That this Convention recommend the circulation
of the Sabbath School books, published by the Sournerx Bae
rist S. S. Uniox, at Nashville, Tennessee.
REPORT.
Report on_Sunday Schools.

Dear Brerur "here is perhaps no department of chri
tian effort to which God has more signally given his approba-
tion, and upon which his rich blessings have descended more
fully than the faithful labors of the Sunday School teacher.
Multitudes of souls have been hopefully converted through his
instrumentality.

All admit the advantages of early religious instruction—pro-
fess to believe God’s word which says—T'rain up a child in
the way it should go, and when it is old it will not depart from
it.” But, alas! how few of the professed followers of the bles
ed Savior labor in this prom field! Here is a department
in which all may labor; and the master seems to say by all the
rich blessings that flow from early religious training—both in
the life that now is, and that which is to come—* Why stand

all the day idle?” And many of our church members say
by actions, that speak louder than words—* Because no man
has hired us.” Thus the children of the profligate and ungodly
grow up in our midst almost as ignorant of the way of salva-
tion, as if they were in a heathen land. And yet'it was for
these destitute children of irreligious parents” that Sunday
Schools were first instituted. They have, however, in many
places, become powerful enginesin promoting Sectarianism.
And will not we be as diligent in propagating the truths of
the blessed bible, “ by inspiration given,” as are those who
“ teach for the commandments of God, the traditions of men?”
Dear Brethren, can we accomplish nothing by these appeals?
Will you still fold your arms and hope to :

wTe be carried to the skies
On flow'ry beds of case?"
but find a Sunday School in every church, and see
every Baptist heartily engaged in training up children for God

11

and for Heaven, saints and angels might rejoice at the pros-
pect, and eternity would develop the glorious consequences.
R. J. COLEMAN, Chm'n
On motion, adjourned to 2} o'clock. Benediction by the
President.

2} o'crock

The Convention assembled at the appointed time.
by Eld. Compere.
On motion, appointed the following brethren dele
the S. B. S. S. Union, to meet in the city of Louisville
n the Friday before the 4th Sabbath proximo: Elders,
Compere, Thompson, Holland and W. R. Trawick
On motion, the delegates were instructed to invite the
semi-annual, or annual ion of the S. B. 8. 8. Unio
convene in the city of Helena, Arkansa
The report of the Executive Board was led for
time was granted, and Elders, G. W. Thompson and H. M
Wilkinson were added to the Board in order to form a quorum
On motion, the following Committee on Nominations was
appointed: Stevenson, Gray and Trawick
On motion of Elder R. J. Coleman, the following re tions
were adopted
1st. Resolved, That we hereby request brother ksdale to
furnish his sermon preached on Sabbath, on Revision, to the
ditors of the Arkansas Baptist for publication, and that he be
requested to add some other imperfect translations cont:
in the New Testament of King James’ Version, with the
amendments of the version by the Bible Union
2nd. Resolved, That brethren, Watson and Hooten be, and
are hereby requested to publish the same in their paper
On motion, ordered the names of those who subscribed to
Indian Missigns and the amount subscribed by each to be print
ed in these minutes.
Subscription taken up on bba Indi
Missions, viz
Nat. G. Smith--.....$25 00 N. Holland. -
P. A. Fennerty - e 00 W.F.Owen .-
B.F.Smith..... .+ 25 00 P.S.G. Watson.
Brownfield - - . 00 Saml. Stevenson-
00 T.J. Parker:..
00 H. M. Wilkinson-
00 J. W. Harris- .«
00 D. Taylor.
00 . K. Patten ..
+ 25 00 U. H. Parker ..
25 00 T. A.Read




J Goree- cee . Read.- <o. 10 00
. H. Drads ln\\~~ h\ P. Smith-. cees 10 00
J. I Hooten- - - ... Mrs. S. K. Smith. . . + 10 00
W. M. Le ceee L Mrs. Mary K. Roane- .. 10 00
. . Anderson. - . 00
]hum]mm 5 N. E. Goree+«. ... 00
i (wmp: p , - 500

>. Moore :

Total.
On motion, the Secretary was instructed to have the # Order
printed on the cover of the minutes for convenient

The Committee on Finance made their report, which was
adopted
REPORT.
Report on Finance.
Your Committee on Finance would submit the following
report:

Cash receipts from Association

Cash 1.,.11,4\ from. Churches.
New Hope
Samari .
|"m' Bluff .
“ \hnnlll .
vidence, Jefferson county
aba X

Spring Hill
Oak Bend-
Fort Smith
Dardanelle
Cash receipt

Bro. N. G. Smith.
Elder N. Holland- .. ..
lnu J. B. P. Alexander

saiah Holcomb

Wm. Majors.

TV g

“ W. F. Morton..
Capt. Wm. Martin. .
Bro. J. I.. Goree .
Elder S. Stevenson.

Mrs. Anderson

Miss Anderson

Mi I(( raw
Others. - .

l’ul:lu D Collections.

aturday night. .
Sunda nmrnin;:
For bros., Murrov
night. .
I r Imluw 1Iz

Dardanelle ociation

Total cas}
for Indian Mi

Respectfully mlnnilh-.!,
1 . READ, Chm'n
On motior 3 h on hand after ]Ll\l"" for pnnlm" Min-
utes, Clerk ,was ordered divided between the Agents
of the Convention, Trawick and Lea.
The Tommittee on Nowinations made their report, which
was adopted.

recutiv
idsnl.

\\ \IL.L raw, » Vice Presidents,
atson,
I.F. llnnh'n, Corresponding Sccretary.
\l Thrasher, Recording
Treasurer.
l' \\ atts, Audilor.
Manage
\\'m ]Lmivl
T. Freeman, I. |munn-
T ll Brown,
H. lmlw
. R. Trawick,
Aaron Yates, N. Chennault,
James Woods, Stevenson,
T. A. Heard, . J. Coleman,
Spencer Greer, J. C. Henderson,
I H. Thomas, Willis Barns.
Respectfully submitted,
S. STEVENSON, Chm'x.
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Resolved, That 1000°copies of the minutes of this session of
the (un\l ntion be published and distributed under the directior
of the Secretary and brother I’. S. G. Watson; and that the
Secretary be allowed the sum of (lllr'x n dollars for his service
and also, whatever amount of pos b y have to expend

On motion, that the President now re-appoint the Board o
Trustees for the next Conventional year; the following we
'\ppmnh ed:

B. Van Horne, John H. Carlton, Nat. G
.\'lic'r, T. S. N. King, L. B. Fort, John Woods, W. R
M. Shelby Kennard, M. cCraw, E. L. Compere,
Harris, A. Yates, D. C. ames Woods and R. M

The Executive Board now reported, which report was adopt

ed.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
To tue Arkaxsas Barmsr Srare Convesriox:—
Dear Brethren: Your Executive Board has had no meet
luring the past Conventionalgyear, because there has n
ss come to our knowled requiring a meeting. Ov
agents, W. R awick /. M. Lea, have been activel
engs sing the Endowment Fund; and we are proud
to say they are progressing admirably as their respective re
ports will more fully show, which we herewith respectfully

submit R. M. THRASHER, Pr E. B

To the Exccutive Board of the
Arkansas Baptist Slale Convention
Brerurex—Your agent has traveled during the last year f
the objects of the Convention, and with some suc I have
now in my books in bonds for the College, fifty-six tho
and two hundred dollars, (56,200 00.) I have receiv
different sources and acknowledged through the
aptist, th hundred and one 50-100 dollars, (301
A continued effort for the College and success is o
Respectfully W. R. TRAWICK,
the Executive trd of the
Arkaneas Baptist Stat
Brernrex—I find on my books in scholarships and subsc
tions, thirteen thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars
950 00.) I have collected sixty three 40-100 dollars, (863
in cash for conventional expenses, and solicited other
have promised to aid. The hearts of the people are beati
fuvorably for the endowment.
Your W. M. LEA,
On motion, the Conve ulum appointed its next s
holden in Fort Smith, commencing on Friday bef
Sabbath in October, 1861.
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On motion, appointed the following brethren to preach an-
nual sermons at the next session, vi

Introductory Sermon—Elder H. F Buckner—EIld
Murrow, alternate; Friday 11 o'clock A. M.

Revision Sermon—Elder W. C. Johnson—Elder P.S. G. Wat-
son, alternate; Friday 7 o'clock P. M.

Missionary Sermon—Elder W. H. Barksdale—Elder J.
Murrow, alternate; Sabbath 11 n'clock A

Educational Muss-mecting—Saturday 7 o'clock, P.

Missionary Mass-meeting—Sabbath 7 o'clock P. M.

On motion, adopted the following resolution

1st. Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to pro-
pose to the city council of Helena, Arkan:
the funds of the Craig Bequest, with a Fund to be raised by
this Convention.

2nd. Resolved, That this Convention will raise the sum of
- to unite with the Craig Fund, provided the control of

the Institute be given to the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion.

rd. Resolved, That the after named committee be requested
and authorized to proceed immediately to carry thie matter
into effect, by appointing one or more Agents; and that the
committee fill the blank in the 2nd resolution with any sum
they may think best; provided that in no case whatever, either
of the Agents’ salary or in the proposed College Fund, shall
the Convention be brought under any pecuniary liabilitie

ith. Resolved, That this committee shall have power to fill
any vacancy that may.occur in said committee by reason of
death or otherwise

5th. Resolved, That the said committee make s report of
their progress to the next session of this Convention.

The following brethren were appointed as a committee to

rry into effect the purposes contemplated by the foregoing
resolutions, v

/. M. Le: H. Hicks, W. II. Barksdale, T.

Watson, W. F. Owen and Nat. G. Smith.
nding the discussion of a resolution commendatory of the

Arkansas Baptist, adjourned till after sermon to-night.

The Convention met according to adjournment.

The question on the resolution was called for, and it was

nimously adopted:

Resolved, That we most heartily recommend to the Baptists
of this State, “Tue Arkaxsas Barrst,” and most rnestly
=olicit their support for the same.

On motion, Adopted the following preamble and resolutions:

Vuereas, From the statements of the editors of the

as, the uniting of

16

sas Baptist, it appears that the income of our paper is entirely
insufficient for its liabilities; therefore
Resolved 1st, 'That we hereby call upon our brethren, and
every friend of the Arkansas Baptist to aid in the purchase o
\ Press and appurtenances, by which the pablishing expenses
will be greatly curtailed—said Press and fixtures to be owned
by the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. ;
” Resolved 2nd, That we recommend the introduction of more
suitable advertisements until the income of the paper will
stain it. ; \
Upon the adoption of the preceding resolutionsgthe following
pledges for the Press and fixtures were taken, to-w
vV e e e G. W. Thompson-
N. P. Moore: - --
sdale Willis Burns. «« - -
Needham Holland: <« « T. J. Parker.
S. Murrow .
U. H. Parker- -

Totalewsusrvses e it
On motion, delegated the following brethren to repres
this body in the next session of the Southern Baptist lnu-nnlyul
Convention, to be holden in Savannah, (.v!\rv_'in, in May, I.Nr'
Elders, W. H. Barksdal Murrow, W. M. Lea, P S G.
Watson, J. I. Hooten, G. \W. Thompson and W. R. Trawick
On motion g
Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due the
brethren and citizens of Pine Blufl'and vicinity for their hospi-
tality manifested in the cntertainment of this body during the
present session; and for their liberal contributions to the objects
he Convention. 2 ]
U{(lrn motion, adjourned to meet in the city of Fort Smith
Arkansas, on Friday before the 4th Sabbath in October, 1861,
e harmony prevailing.
gy G T Wi M. LEA, President.

Turasi

CIRCULAR LETTER.

To the Baptists of the State of Arkansas: Dearly Beloved Bre
ren: The grace and truth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
be with you all to the end
By an act of the last Arkansas Baptist State Convention,

this resolution was passed

Resolved, That the Correspondi cretary be requested to
write a circulur letter to be appended to these minutes to arouse
the ministers and other members of our womination to attend
the annual meetings of the Convention.”
Then, brethren, |

ing heart; for this
religio yeople.
i l{?lﬂ.\.ll aro s ohJaste”of bhr Stath Conyentinns." Knd whas
will be the result of putting these cts into their fullest
effect? To the first query: The primary objects of the Con-
vention are three fold, and all of the highest consideration
1st. The education of the rising ministry called of God and
approved by their churches he power of a thorc T!. mas
terly edgcation, admits of no question It is one of the fixed
facts anfong men, one of the blazing realities in human affairs
For weal or for woe, it is the most effective, most overpower-
ing, of all human engines that work upon human destinies
Catholics, for a long line of centuries, have well known that
“knowledge is power” and shapes destiny; they have also but
too well known the opposite fact, that ignorance is the mother
of superstition and slavery. Rome, by the power of her learn-
ed priesthood and ignorant, enslaved membership, has made
the world groan, and the witnesses and martyrs of Jesus wail
in loth, under the work of her torments. But her end
draweth nigh.  The poor old Pope, beseiged in Babylon b,\;
wars without, and betrayed by flu:nd: within, wails for relief
and dreams of exile. The hand of an avenging God is upon
the bloody pillars of Babylon the great. The kings of the
earth are standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying,
alas, alas, that great city of Babylon! In an hour thy judg-
ment is come!
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Having come out of Rome, all Protestant denominaticns
have inherited the sagacity s telling policy of their mother
on the school que . They ate g youth, make
doctors of divinity, and books of divinity eshall them into
wolid defense of their church-institutic anc :h them their
A B C, which is to say, © the Baptists are illiterate, bigotted,
sectarian

Baptists, according to Catholi wnt and profane his-
torians, are the only community of Christians that have stood
from the days of the Apostles to the present time, and kept
the word of God pure in all ages

The persecutors of our brethren, through the bloc
Rome, and Protestantism, loaded B with chaing, im
od them in deep, foul dun # them in the flood,
digjointed their limbs hy ! s, and consumed
their precious, innocent lives in » writhing torments ol the
stake! And for what? Because, refusing all compre
Antichrist, they witnessed unto death, that the princip -
tists are now proclaiming to the world, were the truth of Jesus
in the New Testament! DBut more. T g ction
of their principles, works and memo v were denied citi-
renship in every kingdom of earth, and like their Master, had
not where to lay their heads; their men, women and children
were slaughtered without merey or distinction, and pushed into
the wilderness and dens of earth in sackeloth and es; th
property was seized, their church houses burnt; and last of all,
their church records and historical papers, were all committed
to the fls to blot out the very iden that Baptists had e
been. W nh.mt the support of State, money, human learning
or popular favor, but with all these terrible engines ceaselessly
workin i rinst them, our martyr brethren
have, through their blood and death, delivered into our hands
the principles of eternal Truth us pure and undefile

tist principles therefore, have been proven to be indes-
tructible and cternal; every test of destruction has been strained
to the death against I||l m; 4 1 be done against them
has been done, live on and perpetunte
themselves by their own inherént, unc onquers \l,]v nature. Imv
ligent Catholics and Protes
Baptist, recognize in him an ind ctable representative ol
the New Testament.  There beingunfullilled prophecy touching
the future of this witnessing people, their scripture destiny is
doubtless to move in solemn grandeur in the trivmphing scencs
of the everlasting Gospel overthe kingdoms nx this world!

Brethren, give us a godly powe rful ministry!  Give us aTaith-
ful, eniightened membership! Lot all urge, without compromise,
the New Testament, pure and undefiled, and the world must
fall before us. Brethren in the ministry, you who, with limited
means and education, have sacrificed all, and laid the foun
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tions of our Zion in the wilderness and mountains!" You have
done the work! [ delight to honor you and make oheisance
to your sacrificing souls!  Come now, and help rear an Insti-
tution of learning for our rising ministry. Come brethren, of
nd degree, bring hither your oflerings unto the
ay them on the alter of pious knowledge, and create
Sun ot intelligence in the midst of our people. The work to
be done in this age is tremendous!  An era of destiny i
apon the world.  The foundations of governments and religions
throughout the earth. The future character of
Wl religions must be determined infinitely, by
the settled turn present ex elements take. In after ages
vhen tranquill
be referred s the parent of destiny.
ple, the most powerful must overcome and prevail
1l Ch idom is upheaving, all denominations are in com-
motion "he a ) 3 > undergoing a steady,
thorough, fin: atic + origin, history, and peculi
character.of every church institution must be dug up and p
ed in living review, before the Gospel tribunal of thisday. This
is thegreat question:- Which is the chureh Christ built when he
the world and said the tes of hell should not prev:
2 re going into the balances to be weighed: they
that 3 ting must behold their days numbe To be
proven to have been originated by men and not by C
fatal to any claimant. his can be proven of every denomi-
nation save the Baptists. The validity of their elaim is firmly
establizhed by the testimony of their enemie
: never before been permitted to enter a gre
conf vith unbound limbs. ~ But if they have ever conqu
even in floods and flames, how much more shall th
conquer now, being unbound, to exert their full, eternal ener-
yies? } t work, we need the counsels, united strength
and m [ our people throughout our State. We need the
nal presence, and encouraging wor: i hosts in our

agains

I meetin Come up brethre B up sisters,
1 to the testimony the

[ Jesus to perpetur

issionaries in the

o it is v
rom the dead the third day,
repentan i ’ hould be preached among all
tions in his name.  But how can they preach except they be
d | nd sun of our Convention: to
it of redemption  to and fro in the earth. Our brc
aversing the kingdoms of this world, and the
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on this heaven-born mission. Brethren, let our
treasures, be open to the uttermost parts of the eart
are Chr t's possession.  But let our heart and eyes b
on the spiritual wants of our own beloved State and Ind
sister Nations. Here let our love flow, our ministry prea
and our treasures sustain, for in Arkansas, and in our Inc
wister lands, the Lord h a great harvest of soals.
rd object: The dissemination of Baptist Literature
spread of Baptist |mm iples at this pe nmi has almost no pa
allel.  Our bibles, denominational books, tracts, and papers are
flooding the Jand with the light thereof. They are makin
way to communities, families, and individuals
the arguments of Pedo-baptist baoks, tracts, pape
ers; and showing that Pedo church institutions :
butof men; and by the force of invincible truth, prostrating erro
and opposition upon the ground
These then, are the u\.1. cts of our State Convention

the tribes of our people come up to our annual State meeting
Leét us see cach other’s faces, hear each othe

the unity of the spirit and in the bound of peace gonsec

lives and treasures to God, and receive our kingdom and rewar

'I'huu doing in faith, hope and love, the triu

t soul that can, attend our next Convention
40 be held ‘at Fort Smith, on the line of the Indian Nations
Large numbers of our Indian brethren are to be there Thril
ling interest is anticipated ince the desire to unite with our

onvention has been expressed by gome tists of the Nation
we hope that occasion will be made memorable, by being the
first case on record, in which our Red brethr nd  White
brethren have joined their religions together.

In Christ, your fellow servant

J




ORDER OF BUSINESS

. Call together the members to hear Introductory Sermon.
2. Read letters and enroll the names of delegates.

. Elect officers for the ensuing year.

. Call for correspondence.

. Invite visiting Brethren to seats.
5. Appoint committees.

. Hear Reports of Annual Committe

of Executive Board.
Financial Committee.
'l‘]‘l'n."\ll‘l'lﬂ
Auditor.

sencral Business, Resolutions, &c., &c
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