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IT°S UPLIFTING

Professor Has
Global Ministry

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)—David
Garland loves to tell about the time he and
his wife Ellenor were on a ship headed to
Europe.

Mrs. Garland went to the washroom to
do laundry and she started talking with two
women. The women were headed to Africa
as missionaries. Mrs. Garland, sensing the
women were Southern Baptists, said her
husband taught at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Stunned, both women said their
husbands graduated from the seminary. It
wasn't long before they realized the
husbands had studied with Garland.

Since that time, Garland has believed the
quickest way to reach the world for Christ
is through his teaching at Southwestern.

Garland, professor of Old Testament, is

entering his 31st year of teaching at the
seminary. In that time, he has influenced
thousands of students in ministry around
the globe.

‘I think the thing that encourages me
the most about Southwestern is that I can
stay in this place and go around the world,”
Garland said. “And perhaps some students
will take with them some ideas that 1
shared or something we have learned
together. There is no way I could take it out
there alone.”

Garland was pastor of Baring Cross Bap-
tist Church in North Little Rock, Ark., for
more than seven years before taking a posi-
tion at Southwestern in 1958.

““If I have any talent or gifts, I think they
are probably in the classroom,” he said.

I enjoy and appreciate the students.
I have a lot of confidence and trust that
they are going to make a difference in the
world."”

GOOD

NEWS!

Master in

Dispossession
Psalm 132:2-5

Gabriel Marcel, in his book, Being and
Having, laments that our civilization
teaches us how to take possession of things,
when it should rather initiate us in the art
of letting go. Marcel called it an “‘appren-
ticeship in dispossession.’

David had to go through the experience
of letting go of his greatest dream, the
dream of building a temple for God. In his
vow to God, David promised to make every
effort to build “'a dwelling place for the
Mighty One of Jacob™ (Ps. 132:5, RSV).

Letting go of a dream is never easy. Pro-
mises too large to keep haunt us as this pro-
mise haunted David. What might have been
sears our consciences, reminding us of past
frustrations.

We can learn much about a man from his
reactions to being denied what he wants.
David's personal ‘‘apprenticeship in
dispossession’’ developed in three stages.

An idealistic vision—Man has a univer-
sal need to give himself to someone or
something larger than himself, to commit
himself to a larger-than-life adventure. All
his life David had one determined
intention—to give God a home in
Jerusalem.

David gave himself to this vision. His
vow is proof that his was a vision more
highly prized than life itself. Even in
David’s years as an exiled outlaw, the flame
of his dream burned brightly.

To David God said, **“Whereas it was in
your heart to build a house for my name,
you did well that it was in your heart” (i
K. 8:18, RSV). In other words, hang on to
the vision. Let the cynics go to the bitter
end without feeling the force of desire.

An  unexpected veto—David hung
tenaciously to his vision throughout his
career. Then one day when he was free to
bring his dream to fulfillment God vetoed
the plan. David was not to build the tem-
ple. One of his children, a man of peace,
would build God's house. No one ever gets
everything he wants.

How do we react to being told no? We,
who are 5o accustomed to getting what we
want, what do we say when denied our
deepest desire? Some rebel against God.
Others insist on getting their way. Still
others grow bitter and harsh.

A practical variation—David neither
rebelled nor despaired. Denied his greatest
dream, David redirected his energies. If
God said no, then God's will be done.
David had a submissive spirit.

More than that, David varied his plan to
make the task of building the Temple as
easy as possible for his son. He assembled
expert workers. He gathered materials. He
laid the foundations. He sacrificed his
dream for a greater will, the will of God.
Here is a picture of a gallant and great man,
a man who passed his apprenticeship to
become a master in dispossession.

Adapted from **Proclaim,” Jan.-March 1980. Copyright
1980 The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptlst
Conventlon. All rights reserved. Used by permission. For
subscription Information, write to Material Services
Dept., 127 Ninth Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.
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EDITOR’S PAGE

How Can We Win?

J. EVERETT SNEED

Christians live in the world and yet the
world is filled with sin, problems and
disappointment. One of the most basic
questions that each Christian must answer
s: “‘How will I relate to the world (culture)
in which I live?"" Across the years, there
have been several distinct answers given to
this question. Some have said, “'I will
withdraw from the world.”” Others have
said, “'I will blend in with the world.”” And
still others have said, "'l will be an agent
of change in the world in which I live.” If
our world is to begin to be a proper place
to live, Christians must be agents of change.

Most of us have felt at some timie in our
lives that we would like to get away from
everything. Christians throughout history
have had similar feelings. Some of these
Christians have taken seriously the claims
of Christ to have absolute authority over
the Christian in dealing with the world.
Some of these people have withdrawn
from the world to live a monastic way of
life. These individuals have chosen to ex-
press their faith by living in isolated com-
munities where they devote their lives to
poverty, prayer, and worship.

Individuals who maintain that this is a
proper lifestyle have pointed to certain

sages in the Old Te 1t which call
for Israel to come out fmm among the na-
tions and be a separate or special kind of
people. They have also pointed to Scrip-
tures in the New Testament which declare
that Christians are ‘‘a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar
people. .. " (I P. 2:9). These individuals
also poln( to the beloved disciple John s
emphasis on e g a CC
which can be recognized by the manner of
love (agape) that it demonstrates.

Before we form these exclusively Chris-
tian communities, we need to view all of
the evidence of the Scripture. Israel in the
Old Testament was not to be God's posses-
sion hidden away from the rest of the
world. Rather it was to be a nation which
was to provide light for the other nations
of the world and to point the peoples of
the world to God.

In the New Testament, Christians are the
called out to live a special life, which has
a missionary purpose. Through our lives
and verbal witness, we are to point others
to Christ. God never intended for Chris-
tians to live in monastic exile.

There are still others who have felt that
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culture and Christianity should be blend-
ed. The problem is that Christians lose
their identity and become like the world.
They are like the lizard which takes on the

coloring of his surrounding. The
chameleon Christian loses his impact on
everyone.

As one traces Christianity back to the
New Testament era, he discovers that this
is not a new problem. In the first century,
there were Christians who blended Chris-
tianity with gnosticism. Docetic gnosticism
maintained that all matter is evil. Hence,
Christ could not have had a human body
but only appeared to have one. This pro-
vides the backdrop for 1 John and the pro-
logue to the Gospel of John, as well as cer-
tain of Paul’s writings.

Paul also had difficulty with individuals
in Galatia who were proclaiming a gospel

that had been adapted to the culture (see
Ga. 1:6-9). Even if these individuals were
sincere in their teaching, they were misus-
ing the gospel.

There are, however, some cultural
changes that must be made. Suppose that
the Bible had remained in its original
languages of Hebrew and Greek. Most in-
dividuals would not have been able to have
understood even the plan of salvation.

The best approach is for Christians to be
agents of change in the world in which
they live. Several years ago, a motto of the
Southern Baptist Convention's Christian
Life Commission was ‘‘Helping Changed
People Change the World'" This em-
phasizes two important truths: (1) The
gospel changes people in their relationship”
to God and in their relationship to others.
(2) The institutions and systems of this
world can feel the impact of the gospel.

There are many examples in the Bible
where the gospel has impacted culture. The
books of Ezra and Nehemiah describe the
difference the godly can make on society.
The rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem
and the temple as well as moral change was
wrought through the lives of a few
individuals.

How can Christians be agents to produce
change in culture? Christians must coura-
geously stand on a proper biblical founda-
tion if they are to facilitate proper change
in the world. If a Christian is to succeed,
he must have the proper armament. Paul
is saying that the Christian's armament is
not for appearance but is for battle against
the forces of evil (see Ep. 6:9-20).

Each Christian should recognize that he
is not alone. God himself is with us. When
we step out on faith and proceed to con-
front the needs of our society, we can win.
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SPEAK UP

DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

The Youth Issues
Institute, April 8, is
an Arkansas project.
Our youth minister
writers, our denom-
inational offices, and
our Arkansas Baptist
dollars have come
together to address
the burning issues our youth face. The
deadline is drawing near for registrations
to be in. April 1 is the deadline. Only 500
taken!

This Institute is not for teenagers! It is
for those who have responsibility for work-
ing with teenagers. It is for those who will
dare to address current youth problems
with God's eternal wisdom. It is especial-
ly for those in churches who have no youth
ministry, though it is certainly open to all
who desire the help and will register with
the first 499 other people.

The format for the Institute is to begin
at 10 a.m. with an inspirational message by
Rick Caldwell, one of our nation’s foremost
youth speakers and advisor to youth
workers. The five youth ministers who
have authored the material on the five
critical issues facing youth will be given
equal amounts of time to orient those pre-
sent to the material, the teaching sugges-
tions and other helpful ideas in com-
municating with youth. A concluding in-
spirational message will be brought by
Caldwell. The Institute will be over at 3
p.m.

The loose-leaf notebook, with teaching
helps that can be duplicated by ecach
church, will be provided at no cost for each
registrant. The Christian Life Department
is making this possible.

Youth revival seminars, lock-ins, retreats,
Church Training, teen Bible school,
associational camps and special Sunday
School lessons are a few of the ways in
which this material may be used.

We are indebted to Randy Brantley, Stan
Coleman, Arliss Dickerson, Luke Flesher,
and David Steele for their diligent efforts
in putting together a tool that can be used
by all of our churches. Luke Flesher has
coordinated the entire project.

Geyer Springs First Church in Little Rock
will be the location of the meeting. It can
be reached by taking Geyer Springs Road
toward downtown off of 1-30.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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Woman’s Viewpoint

From Thorn to Grace

DEBBIE SMITH

One of the greatest fears
of a woman is the fear of
rape. It is an ugly word that
is at times difficult to say.
Almost six years ago, that
word became a reality to
me when a very dear and
special friend was raped. It
happened late one night
when a man broke into her

apartment and forced
himself on her at
knifepoint.

When I discovered this
had happened, 1 was im-
mediately thrown into a
sea of questions and
doubts, at times seemingly
drowning in them. You see,
my friend was in full time
Christian service, on staff
at a growing church in
Houston, and had given
her life totally to the Lord.
Like everyone in her
church, I was in total
shock. ““Why would God
allow this to happen to
her?”" Like many others, I
wondered why God didn't
send someone to rescue
her, why she didn't cry out
and the man run away (like
a popular seminar leader
says it happens to Chris-
tians). I felt uneasy around
her, afraid that I would say
the wrong thing, but
wanted so much to com-

fort her and tell her
everything would be all
right.

During the days, mon-
ths, and years to follow, my

friend and I spent many
lonely hours talking
together and to our Lord.
You see, I became really the
only person, other than the
Lord, that she would talk
with about her hurts, fears,
doubts, and victories. She
felt very isolated and did
not want to make people
feel uncomfortable by
bringing up the unpleasant
subject of rape.

Through our conversa-
tions with each other and
our Lord, my friend and I
came to understand that
the rape was a violent act
(not sexual one), and she
was the complete victim.
There was no reason for
others to feel uneasy
around her either. She was
simply a victim of a violent
crime.

Another misconception
that we had was that God
protected those serving
him. After remembering all
the pain and hardships that
the apostle Paul suffered,
the martyrs down the ages,
and the Lord Jesus himself,
it's easy to see that Chris-
tians suffer pain.

Another prevalent false

belief was that if she only
had enough faith, then she
would have cried out to
God and he would have
rescued her. She did cry
out to God; she had all the
faith she needed for a
miraculous rescue, but it
didn’t come. God wanted
her to have more faith. She
had faith for a miracle, but
she needed the faith to
walk through the pain and
suffering.

My friend and I went
through a lot together. She
grew and learned alot, so
much that it couldn't be
put in this brief article.
Through this awful
tragedy, God cleared up so
many misconceptions that
she had about him, about
life, about priorities, and
about others.

It was such a victory one
day when my friend came
to me and said, ‘I am tru-
ly thankful to the Lord for
the rape.” [ knew then that
God had won the victory,
that truly “'All things work
together for good." She
had learned the key of see-
ing how she had grown
and how this “‘thorn’" had
become a minister of God's
grace in her.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Debbie Smith is the direc-
tor of children’s ministries
at Geyer Springs First
Church, Little Rock. She
has been in full-time Chris-
tian work for 12 years.

Next Week:

The Price of Silence

A three-part series

on the unspeakable trauma
of child sexual abuse.

Starting March 9 in the

Arkansas Baptist
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FAITH AT WORK B

Costly Conversion

Former Mormon Faces Difficulty and Joy

by Mark Wingfield
SBC Home Mission Board

PROVO, Utah (BP)—'"Dad said I could
have committed murder and he would have
liked that better than me becoming a Chris-
tian,”" former Mormon Ruth Cox recalled.

Conversion costs former Mormons like
Cox dearly. In small, Mormon- dominated
communities around Provo, Utah, Mor-
mons who leave the fold likely will be cut
off from family, friends and jobs.

However, Cox said that's a price she and
other converts gladly pay to get answers to
the spiritual ques-
tions they've car-
ried for years.

Cox was raised in
Utah in 2 Mormon
family and is a
descendant of Mor-
monism's founder,
Joseph Smith.

Her testimony of
accepting Christ at
age 35 is typical of
many Mormons
who join evangel-
ical churches. It
also illustrates the
challenge small
Southern Baptist
churches face in an
area dominated by
thriving congrega-
tions of the Church
of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.

As a 15-year-old,
Cox attended a
worship service at
First Baptist Church
in Provo that would
change her life 20 years later. She was the
babysitter for a Baptist family who lived
across the street.

‘When the neighbor child was to sing in
church one Sunday night, Cox reluctantly
agreed to attend. The **warm and friendly
atmosphere’’ stuck in her memory for the
next two decades.

Cox married, had children and went on
with her life in the Mormon church. When
marital problems struck, she determined to
solve them by becoming a better Mormon,
one eligible to enter the sacred temple with
her husband.

She began to read the Bible and the Book
of Mormon and noticed inconsistencies,
she remembered. But no one would
answer her questions, she said, noting she
was told not to question church authority.
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Former Mormon Ruth Cox

Specifically, Cox wanted to know why
the Bible didn't prophesy the coming of
Joseph Smith, since it obviously foretold
the coming of Christ, she explained.

At the height of her frustration, Cox
remembered the Baptist church and wari-
ly attended a Sunday service. "I was scared
to death,” she said. *'I sat on the next-to-
the-back row so I could get out the door
when the devils starting coming toward
me."" Her strict Mormon education taught
her that all non-Mormon churches were of
the devil. The devils didn’t catch her the

(BP) photo / Ken Touchton  first time, and

neither did the
. pastor. Cox rushed
out the door after
the service before
Pastor John Meador
could greet her.

Five visits later,
Meador finally beat
her to the door. She
flatly refused his of-
fer for prayer or a
visit.

With each pass-
ing month, Cox be-
came more inter-
ested in what she
saw at the Baptist
church. She check-
ed out every activi-
ty, including a
Wednesday busi-
ness meeting.

““That was the
first time I had ever
seen a church tell its
people where the
money was going,’’
she said. "It was a

wonderful experience.”

Six months after her first visit, Cox left
a Sunday evening service in turmoil. She
drove to a nearby lake and sat in her car.
“Ididn't even know if God was still alive,”
she said.

Even 5o, she cried out to God in despera-
tion, "'If you really can do what you say,
go ahead and save me.”

There was no thunder or lightning, and
she went home thinking her prayer had
fallen on deaf ears. But when she got home,
she found her Bible, opened it and
understood it for the first time. It was like
it was alive for the first time,”" she said. '
was so thirsty, I devoured it."”

The next Sunday, Cox literally ran down
the aisle of First Baptist Church to make her
decision public. The seed planted 20 years

earlier had finally blossomed.

Cox is now secretary at First Baptist
Church. Her children and mother have
been converted through her witness.

In retrospect, Cox said, "'I'm convinced
God's Scripture is right when it says, ‘My
word will not return to me void.

ﬁnaERGLAss BAPTISTRIES

STEEPLES—CROSSES

WATER HEATERS
CHURCH SUPPLIES

BIBLES-MUSIC SUPPLIES
FREE COLORED BROCHURE

lity

n Sales
Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches. 501-268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
Searcy 72143. Larry Carson, Butch Copeland.

AUTHORS WANTED BY
NEW YORK PUBLISHER

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts
of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly
and juvenile works. etc. New authors welcom

Send for free. illustrated 40-page brochure H-101
Vantage Press, 516 W. 34 St.. New York, N.Y. 10001

Vacation or
Business Travel

Complete arrangements
at no extra charge

Peters Travel
9107 Rodney Parham
Little Rock, Ark.
501-224-8442
1-800-441-8687

Interested in a
Ministry of Love?

Arkansas Baptist Home is looking
for dedicated Christian singles, or
couples (with two or less children)
to live and work with children in
a home-like setting. Salary, fringe
benfits, and training are provided.
Call or write Royce Aston, P.O.
Box 180, Monticello, AR 71655;
phone 501-367-5358.
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LOCAL & STATE

Arkansas All Over

Ida Dacus was presented a plaque in the
Feb. 12 morning worship service at North
Main Church in Jonesboro in recognition
of 25 years of serve as church instrumen-
talist. Pastor James R. Strait made the
presentation.

Don Davis began serving Feb. 5 as interim
minister of music for Central Church in
North Little Rock.

John McAlister, a member of First Church
of El Dorado, was the Arkansan used in the
January-February issue of Missions USA as
a part of the Home Missions Season of
Prayer emphasis. He was spotlighted for his
volunteer efforts with the Liberty Associa-
tion Crisis Center in El Dorado, with home
missionaries Mildred McWhorter and Jim
Queen, the Arkansas Disaster Relief Unit,
and Arkansas’ Baptist Men construction
team.

Don Hubbard began serving Feb. 19 as
pastor of First Church of Carlisle, coming
there from First Church of Almyra. He and
his wife, Valerie, have two children, Julie,
and Brad.

Delsia Grimmett of Alexander died Feb.
10 at age 100. She had been a member of
Immanuel Church of Vimy Ridge for 27
years. Survivors are three daughters, Ethel
Reddick of North Little Rock, Agnes
McAllister of Alexander, and Callie Mae
Huchingson of Montebello, Calif; 22 grand-
children; 28 great-grandchildren; 26 great-
great-grandchildren; and one great-great-
great-granchild.

Frank Shell, former pastor of First Church
of Clinton, is serving as pastor of Easthaven
Church in Kalispell, Mont.

Reece Kirksey Parker of Russellville died
Feb. 11 at age 93. He was a member of Se-
cond Church of Russellville and was retired
from the City of Russellville Street Depart-
ment. Survivors are his wife, Mary Brad-
shaw Parker of Russellville; a daughter, Ber-
nice Owens of Pottsville; one sister; one
granddaughter; and two great-grandsons.

John Holston began serving Feb. 19 as in-
terim pastor of Baring Cross Church in
North Little Rock.

Robert Blann, a member of East Main

MILLIE GILL

service as interim pastor of First Church in
Warren.

Ken and Hope Overton, who recently
were appointed as missionaries to Brazil,
have had their departure for language
school postponed until June because of
visa delays. They will be living at 305 River,
Benton, AR 72015.

Afton Kirkpatrick of Little Rock died Feb.
18 at age 83. He was a member and deacon
of Calvary Church in Little Rock where his
funeral services were held Feb. 20. He was
a retired directory operations manager for
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company.
Survivors include two sons, Jerry A.
Kirkpatrick, pastor of First Church of
Heber Springs, and Ronald Kirkpatrick of
Memphis; a daughter, Anita Sue Nance of
Houston, Texas; a brother; 10 grand-
children; and one great-grandchild.

Oark Church ordained Pastor Kenneth
Dale McGee Jan. 29 at the Shady Grove
Church in Van Buren. Those participating
were Herbert Stout, George Domerese,
director of missions for Clear Creck
Assocation, Ted Gentry Sr., Bob Wilson,
James Simons, and Edgar Rozell.

Tumbling Shoals Mission is scheduled to
begin services Easter Sunday, March 26.
This new work will be sponsored by First
Church and South Side Church of Heber
Springs and Highway Church of North Lit-
tle Rock.

Forrest City First Church observed Sanc-
tity of Human Life Sunday by placing 400
white crosses on the church’s lawn. Delton
M. Beall is pastor.

Horseshoe Bend Church broke ground
Jan. 29 for 2 new 12,000 square foot, two-
level educational building which will
house 15 classrooms and a fellowship hall,
David L. Johnson is pastor.

Jonesboro First Church has launched
two new ministries using the telephone.
One will respond to viewer calls at the
close of the church'’s Sunday telecast. The
other ministry, “The Listening Post,” will
provide a weekday service for those

Church of El Dorado, has completed his
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Bingham Road Church in Little Rock will
have KTHV newscaster B.J. Sams as guest
speaker March 5, according to Pastor Bill
Hilburn.

Mountain Home First Church launched
its Home Missions Season of Prayer em-
phasis Feb. 19 when Charles L. Chaney,
assistant to HMB President Larry Lewis, was
speaker.

‘Ward Calvary Church observed payment
of a loan on the church building with a
noteburning service Jan. 22. Pastor John
Sammons was moderator and W.T. Byrum,
director of missions for Caroline Assoca-
tion, was ker. Others participating
were Homer Scruggs, chairman of deacons,
and Ron Gross.

Osceola First Church has launched a
Together We Build program. Committee
leaders include Pastor Earl R. Humble, Ann
Moore, John O'Brien, Freddie Hendrix,
Marilyn Ballew, Marsha Gibson, Kay Tren-
tham, Carolyn Fletcher, Kenneth Sulcer, S.
Shoemake, Catherine Gillespie, and Gene
Teaford.

Magnolia Central Church held a ground-
breaking service Jan. 29 for a $2.7 million
39,000 square foot educational-activities
building. Over the past five years $1.5
million had been reserved for the building
program with additional funds to be pro-
vided through a **Challenge to Build"' pro-
gram. Participating in the groundbreaking
were Dot Landes, Sue Rogers, J.W. Powell,
Wayne Newton, J.N. Williams, Don Im-
pson, Ken Sibley, and Pastor Rich L. Kincl.

Grannis Church will ordain interim
pastor Dale Heagwood to the preaching
ministry and Wayne Wise to the deacon
ministry March 5.

DeQueen Hispanic Mission will have a
building dedication service March 19 with
Jimmy Barrentine, director of missions for
Bowie County Association in Texas, as
speaker. Oscar Salazar will begin serving
as pastor March 25.

Crossett First Church held a Missions
Fair Feb. 12 in which all missions organiza-
tions participated.

Searcy Temple Church recently purchas-
ed sanctuary choir robes which were used
for the first time Feb. 12.

Fort Smith East Side Church is conduc-
ting a Sunday School growth campaign Feb.
25-March 5 with Bob Thompson, regional
church development consultant, as leader.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



‘Make A Difference!’

‘‘Make A Difference’” will be the theme
of the 1989 Arkansas Baptist Youth Con-
vention when it convenes Friday, March
24, at the Statehouse Convention Center in
Little Rock.

This year's edition of the annual event,
which is sponsored by the Church Train-
ing Department of the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention, will spotlight youth
evangelist Dean Finley of Atlanta, Ga., and
Harbor, Christian musicians from Nashville,
Tenn.

In addition, the program will feature a
live intercontinental telephone conversa-
tion with Southern Baptist missionary Deb-

bie Moore, a native of Hope who is serv-
ing in Liberia. Participants also will take in
a videotaped preview of Commission ‘89,
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
appointment service scheduled for April 11
in Little Rock.

Other program highlights will include
Christi Freel, the current Miss Teen Arkan-
sas; the Southern Ensemble from Southern
Baptist College in Walnut Ridge; Adoration,
a Baptist Student Union ensemble from
Arkansas State University in Jonesboro;
Alex Ennes, a music student at Ouachita
Baptist University in Arkadelphia; and Jerry
Cound, a heart transplant recipient from

;\ea":""

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy any of these
securities. The offering is made only by Prospectus.

$10,000,000
Series D

Home Mission Board
of the Southern Baptist Convention
Church Loan Collateralized Bonds
Minimum Purchase: $500.00

Proceeds from the sale of the bonds, along with other available funds of
Home Mission Board, will be used to make direct loans to Baptist chur-
ches affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention for the financing of
sites and the construction of buildings in keeping with the Bold Mission
Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Interest on the bonds will be payable semi-annually. The bonds will be of-
fered with maturity dates varying from six months to fifteen years and the
interest rate will vary from 8.5% to 10.5% depending upon the maturity
date as set forth in the Prospectus.

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling or writing the Home
Mission Board.

Home Mission Board, SBC
Attn: Church Loans Division
1350 Spring St., NW
Atlanta, GA 30367

1-800-HMB-BOND (462-2663)

Please send a copy of the Prospectus for the Series D issue of Home Mission Board Church
Loan Collateralized Bonds.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

North Little Rock.

The Youth Convention will be held in
three sessions, at 10 a.m., 2 p.m., and 6
p.m.

The annual event, which drew 2,500
persons in 1988, is intended for all junior
and senior high school-age students

Retirees Needed

Nailbenders for Jesus, a group of Arkan-
sas Baptist Men who provide volunteer
teams to help churches erect buildings, are
looking for retired persons who can give
substantial amounts of time to volunteer
construction projects.

According to Nailbenders coordinator
Frank Allen, the group has already schedul-
ed one project each month during the
spring, with prospects of at least 10 pro-
jects before year's end.

The group, organized in May 1988, com-
pleted five projects last year.

The Nailbenders set up camp at the con-
struction site and live in their trailers and
motor homes during the project. While
some team members come and go during
the project, many remain on site until
completion.

Retired persons interested in assisting
with volunteer projects may contact Allen
by writing Rt. 1 Box 25, Williford, AR
72482, or by calling collect at
501-966-4982.

Child Crisis
Seminar

A one-day seminar for Pastoral Care with
Children in Crisis will be conducted at
Arkansas Children's Hospital in Little Rock
on March 20.

The speaker will be Andrew D. Lester,
professor of psychology of religion at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Ky. He is accredited through
several clinical pastoral counseling associa-
tions and the author of books for Chris-
tians coping with emotional crises.

The registration fee of $35 is due no later
than March 13. To register or for more in-
formation, contact Blanche Moore, Direc-
tor of Continuing Education, Arkansas
Children’s Hospital, 800 Marshall, Little
Rock, AR 72202-3591.

THINK ABOUT IT!

The true test of intelligence is not how
much we know how to do; but how we
behave when we don't know what to do.

—Sunshine

March 2, 1989
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LOCAL & STATE

One Bright

Spot

But even more dramatic than the decline
in bapnsms was the drop in the number of

Growth in Missions Giving One Highlight of 1988

by Mark Kelly
Managing Editor, Arkansas Baptist

For Arkansas Baptists, 1988 was a year
somewhere between middlin’ and poor, at
least statistically.

Baptisms were way down. Other addi-
tions to membership were even further off.
And most ongoing ministry programs also
lost ground, a couple of them significantly.

The only exception was in missions giv-
ing, and in that area Arkansas Baptists
made substantial progress.

Missions Giving
And Church Receipts

In early February, leaders of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention announced
that the 1988 Dixie Jackson Offering for
State Missions had surpassed its goal by
$50,000, setting a new record of
$525,187.09. That good news came on the
heels of a report that December 1988
Cooperative Program receipts of almost
$1.3 million had set a new record for
December giving and brought receipts for
the year within 1 percent of budget
requirements.

The $12,784,661 given to missions
through the Cooperative Program during
1988 represented an increase of 6.5 percent
over 1987 gifts and was accompanied by

creased only 3.3 percent.

According to statistics recently obtained
from the Research Services Department of
the Baptist Sunday School Board, total
receipts in Arkansas Baptist churches
amounted to $134,350,685, an increase of
2.4 percent over 1987. Total missions ex-
penditures of $23,165,615 represented an
increase of 4.8 percent over the previous
year.

But the solid increase in missions gifts,
and the accompanying good news of
higher church receipts, proved to be about
the only bright spot among a whole raft of
depressing statistics summarizing the year
just past.

Baptisms and
Other Additions

One of the worst bits of news is that,
while Southern Baptists finally managed to
reverse the downward trend in baptisms
nationally, Arkansas Baptists suffered a
larger decline than they had the previous
year.

According to the Sunday School Board
statistics, Arkansas Baptist churches baptiz-
ed 11,676 persons in 1988, a decline of
1.96 percent from 1987. That compared to
a previous year decline of 38 percent.

me p additions other than baptisms.

Arkansas Baptist churches added 15,718
persons to their rolls through means other
than baptism during 1988, a full 4.7 per-
cent less than they added in 1987, which
itself was 3.3 percent lower than the
previous year.

Despite the decline in baptisms and
other additions, Arkansas Baptists did bare-
ly manage to post an increase in member-
ship for the year. Resident membership in
the churches increased 1,423 to a total of
322,727 (.44 percent). Total membership
increased 3,928 to a total of 483,483 (.82
percent).

The 27,394 additions to church rolls off-
set losses of 23,466 for the net gain in total
membership of 3,928. On the average,
Arkansas Baptist churches had to take in
6.6 new members to establish a net gain of
one.

The majority of members lost, as well as
those added by means other than baptism,
are accounted for by transfers of member-
ship between Baptist churches.

Ministry Programs

Only one ongoing ministry program of
Arkansas Baptist churches posted a
membership increase during 1988, and two
of them suffered substantial declines.

Woman'’s Missionary Union came back
from a slight decrease in 1987 to enroll 519
new bers, according to the Sunday

In addition, 236 cong Imost
one in fi

2 3.5 percent increase in total undesi d
receipts in local churches. Those two
statistics represent a notable change from
1987, when undesignated receipts rose 4.9

percent but Cooperative Program gifts in-

reported no bapusms during
the year at all. And, like last year, a2 mere
20 churches, only 1.6 percent of the total
number of congregations, accounted for
18.3 percent of the state's total baptisms.

Arkansas Baptist Statistical Summary, 1987-1988

1987 1988 Change %
Baptisms 11,910 11,676 -234 -1.9
Other additions 16,495 15,718 =777 -4.7
Resident Membership 321,304 322,727 1,423 0.4
Total membership 479,555 483,483 3,928 0.8
Sunday School 256,155 256,090 -65 -0.03
Church Training 77,978 75,581 -2,397 -3.1
Woman's Missionary Union 27,976 28,495 519 19
Brotherhood 11,882 11,094 -788 -6.6
Church music 52,043 51,615 -428 -0.8
Undesignated receipts 100,082,845 103,608,935 = 3,526,090 3.5
Total receipts 131,148,935 134,350,685 3,201,750 2.4
Cooperative Program 12,008,824 12,784,661 775,837 6.5
Total missions 22,108,957 23,165,615 1,056,658 4.8
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School Board statistics. The 1.9 percent in-
crease brought WMU's statewide member-
ship to 28,495.

The largest decrease recorded among the
ministry programs was in Brotherhood,
although the statewide decrease was
significantly lower than the national
decline. Arkansas Brotherhood chapters
lost 778 members during the year, a decline
of 6.6 percent, for a total membership of
11,094. Nationally, Brotherhood suffered
an 8.3 percent loss.

The only other significant decrease, ac-
cording to the statistics, came in Church
Training. Despite a national increase of 2
percent, Arkansas Baptist churches lost
2,397 persons from their training rolls, a
decline of 3.1 percent, for a total member-
ship of 75,581.

Two other programs suffered slight losses
also. Church music enroliment in the state
dropped 428 to 51,615, a decline of .8 per-
cent. The 1988 Sunday School enrollment
total of 256,090 was 65 less than 1987, a
decline of .03 percent.

The Sunday School Board statistics were
compiled from 1,282 Uniform Church Let-
ters submitted by Arkansas Baptist chur-
ches. (See facing page for 1988 statistics for
the entire Southern Baptist Convention.)
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LONG-TERM TRENDS FLAT

1988 SBC Gains Elusive

by Jim Lowry
Baptist Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—Although increases
outnumbered decreases for Southern Bap-
tists in 1988, the denomination appears to
be mired in a period where statistically
significant gains are elusive and long-term
trends are flat, according to figures releas-
ed by the convention’s Sunday School
Board.

In the gains column for the 1987-88 year,
eight of the 10 key reporting areas were
higher than the previous year, figures from
36,874 Uniform Church Letters received in
the board’s research services department
showed.

Increases included baptisms, where the
total was 346,320, an increase of 7,825, or
2.3 percent, over the previous baptism total
of 338,495. This increase follows a
decrease of 6.8 percent in 1987. Baptisms
have dropped four of the last six years.

The church membership increase of 0.6
percent, or 90,726, brings the total
membership in Southern Baptist churches
to 14,818,496. This gain, of slightly more
than two new members per church, is the
smallest increase in church membership
since 1930.

The number of churches in the
denomination increased by 0.8 percent, or
281, to a new total of 37,567. The 111 net
gain in the number of churches is the
largest net gain in number of churches
since 1965.

Sunday school, the denomination’s

largest program, decreased in 1988 by 0.4
percent, or 30,733, to a new total of
7,911,373, It was the biggest loss for the Bi-
ble study program since 1978. In 1986-87,
Sunday school maintained a virtual status
quo in enrollment, registering a 0.0 percen-
tage change, with a numerical drop of less
than 2,000.

Church training, which registered a
similar break-even year in 1986-87, had a
gain of 2.0 percent, or 39,801, to bring the
total enrollment for the denomination’s
discipleship training program to 1,993,738.
It was the first gain for church training
since 1983, when an identical 2.0 percent
increase was achieved.

Church music enrollment in Southern
Baptist churches registered the 23rd con-
secutive increase, with a gain of 2.1 per-
cent, or 35,724, to a new total of
1,774,018. Churches first reported church
music participation on the Uniform Church
Letter in 1957, when an enrollment of
553,021 was listed. Except for losses in
1960 and 1965, music enrollment has in-
creased to become the third-largest pro-
gram in Southern Baptist churches.

Enrollment in Woman's Missionary
Union increased by 0.5 percent, or 6,450,
in 1988 to reach a total of 1,203,929. It was
the third consecutive gain for WMU, which
has gone up almost 39,000 since 1985.

Brotherhood enrollment declined by 8.3
percent, or 47,476, to a new total of
525,511. Changes in program age-grouping
and the reporting process on the Uniform

Church Letter affected the size of the loss
for Brotherhood, said Martin Bradley,
director of the research services
department.

Mission expenditures by Southern Bap-
tist churches grew by 4.1 percent in 1988.
It was an increase of almost $27 million,
to reach a new total of $689,598,220. The
percentage increases for mission expen-
ditures for the past three years have been
below increases of previous years, all of
which were between 7.3 and 12.7 percent
since 1972.

Total tithes, offerings and special gifts
given through churches was
$4,129,259,580, a 3.0 percent increase of
more than $120 million over the previous
year.

Copeland Bus Sales and Service

Quality pre-owned school buses
Many sizes, makes, models,
and price ranges

St. James, Mo. 314-265-7408

SOUTHERN BAPTIST STATISTICAL SUMMARY, 1987-1988
1987-88
1987-88 Numerical
1987 Total % Change Change 1988 Total
Churches 37.286 0.8 281 37.567
Baptisms 338,495 2.3 7.825 346.320
Church Membership 14,727.770 0.6 90,726 14,818,496
Ongoing Sunday School
Enrollment 7,942,106 -0.4 30,733 7
Church Training
Enrollment 1,953,937 2.0 39,801
Ongoing Church Music
Enrollment 1,738,294 2.1 35,724 1,774,018
Ongoing WNU Enrollment 1,197,479 0.5 6.450 1,203,929
Ongoing Brotherhood
Enrollment 572,987 -8.3 47,476 525,511
Mission Expenditures $ 662,691,289 1.1 $ 26,906,931 $ 689,598,220
Total Tithes, Offerings,
and Special Gifts $4.008,914,325 3.0 $120,345,255  $4.129,259,580

~ MISSIONS

 EDUCATION
for RA Leaders

Attend Royal Ambassador University
May 25-28, 1989

Rhodes College
Memphis, Tennessee
Contact: Children & Youth Division
Brotherhood Commission, SBC
1548 Poplar Ave., Memphis. TN 38104

Or your state Brotherhood office for more information.

March 2, 1989
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ZINATION!

WMU Exec to Retlre, Wed

by Karen Benson
‘Woman's Misslonary Unlon, SBC
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.
Weatherford, 59, ex-
ecutive director of
the Southern Baptist
Woman's Missionary
Union, announced
Friday, Feb. 17, she
will retire Sept. 1 and
will marry a South-
ern Baptist pastor.
Her fiance is James
Joseph Crumpler Sr.,
61, pastor of Mount
Carmel Church in
Cincinnati. He is a

(BP)—Carolyn

Weatherford and
Joe Crumpler
former president of the State Convention
of Baptists in Ohio and has been on the
state convention’s executive board, and
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

The announcement ends years of
speculation about what may be the most
closely watched romance in the Southern
Baptist Convention. Of all agencies and in-
stitutions in the SBC, Weatherford is the
only female executive director. She has
held WMU's top post for 15 years and has
dated Crumpler for five years.

The wedding will be at noon Saturday,
Aug. 19, in Vestavia Hills Baptist Church in
Birmingham, Ala., where Weatherford is a
member. Weatherford's nephew, W.P.
Weatherford Jr., and her former pastor, C.
Otis Brooks, will officiate.

Wedding ceremony plans have not be
completed, Weatherford said, but both
want the wedding to be a happy, worship-
ful experience. The closing song will be the

WMU centennial hymn, *'God, Our Author
and Creator” WMU celebrated its centen-
nial in 1988.

The reception will be held at the national
WMU Building on the outskirts of Birm-
ingham. The couple is planning a honey-
moon trip to Europe. They will live in
Cincinnati.

Although Weatherford will retire Sept. 1,
she will take accrued vacation the final
weeks, making her last day in the office
Aug. 11.

Weatherford made the announcement
during a called meeting of all WMU na-
tional headquarters staff. She introduced
Crumpler, who had flown to Birmingham
the day before.

The announcement was timed to coin-
cide with ““Focus on WMU Week'" on the
SBC calendar, which also was the week of
Valentine's Day.

Letters announcing her retirement and
engagement were mailed simultaneously to
members of the WMU executive board.
Marjorie J. McCullough, national WMU
president, said she will appoint a search
committee immediately, with hopes the
committee will have a recommendation to
present to the board at its next meeting
June 10 in Las Vegas, Nev.

Following the announcement in Birm-
ingham, Weatherford and Crumpler flew
to Cincinnati, where Crumpler was to
make the announcement to his congrega-
tion Sunday morning, Feb. 19. Crumpler
has no plans to retire from the pastorate at
Mount Carmel, where he has been since
1962.

The wedding will be the first marriage

for Weatherford, the second for Crumpler.
Crumpler’s first wife, Eleanor Ford
Crumpler, died of cancer in 1982.

Crumpler has three children. His oldest,
James Joseph (Jim) Crumpler Jr,, is a high
school government teacher and track
coach in Cincinnati. He and his wife,
Susan, have Crumpler’s only grandchild,
I-year-old Amy Elizabeth, who already calls
Weatherford “'Grandma.”

Crumpler’s daughter, Molly Crumpler
Miller, is a Spanish teacher in Cincinnati,
where she lives with her husband, Kim. His
youngest son, Tom Crumpler, is a high
school band director in Trenton, Ohio.

The WMU staff has affectionately
red to Crumpler as **Mr. Weatherfor
his children have teased him about which
one's last name will be used. But Weather-
ford made clear she will change her name
to “‘Carolyn Weatherford Crumpler’ and
will not hyphenate it.

*“This is an exciting time for WMU, and
I feel good about leaving WMU at a time
when it is at one of its cres she said.
*‘Even though we did not have a major gain
in enrollment last year, the observance of
our centennial year has helped to bring the
public image and concept of WMU to its
highest level, ever.”

The timing could not be better to step
aside, Weatherford said. Just last year,
WMU paid the debt on its new $8.6 million
headquarters complex and observed a year-
long celebration of a century of mission
support, missions education, mission ac-
tion and personal witnessing.

Although she feels good about the tim-
ing, Weatherford admitted she will have
difficulty leaving 31 years of professional
WMU work.

Exercise
Discipline

by Breena Kent Paine
New Orleans Seminary

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—‘‘No
athlete competes in the Olym-
pics without submitting
himself to rigorous training,’”
Lucien E. Coleman Jr. told
students at New Orleans Bap-
tist ‘Theological Seminary.
*“And no disciple of Christ runs
the race of life without self-
discipline.'”

““To be a disciple is to sub-
mit oneself to discipline,” said
Colcman a professor of adult

at
Baptist Theological Scmmzry
in Fort Worth, Texas. “‘One

who claims to be a disciple (of
Jesus Christ) without accep-
ting the necessity of discipline
is like one who wants to be a

Cajun who doesn't like pep-*

can, by the quality of our lives,
make it certain that they know
what the Christian ethic is"

The motivation for this
disciplined life should come
from within the Christian, he
added. Otherwise, a Christian
would “lel into the trap of

per=. Discipline  is
mandatory.

““The obscene spectacle of
secret liaisons with legali
and church secrctzrlcs. of

““The lcgausz obeys the rules

lavish

has written

pcnthous:s resort homes
(with) gold-plated bathroom
fixtures and other symbols of
heathenistic buffoonery have
little in common with 2
pauper from Nazareth who
had no place to lay his head.”
Coleman emphasized: **We
cannot guarantee that those
around us will live accordij

it down in a book; the Chris-
tian obeys the rules that are
written on the tablet of his
heart,”” he explained. The lat-

many people look at the hard
demands of this kind of

- discipleship and decide they

want to be ‘‘free’’

“The truth is, only those
who do submit themselves to
this discipline are truly free.
The athlete who lives loose

‘and easy, doing what he wants

to, and then collapses with ex-
haustion. . . is not a free man,
“‘Only the player who has
paid the price on the practice
ﬂcld can play the game with
and don. And

ter “‘finds joy in the very run-
ning of the race; for as he runs,
he knows. . . that this is the
life that is worth living.'"
A disciplined life is costly,

to the Christian ethic. But we

, for it invol self-
denial, he said, noting that

“only the Christian who has

paid the price in the prayer

_closet, in the arena of human

relationships, and in the moral
struggles within his own soul
will stand free and unbound
amidst the crises of life"’

Page 10
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CHURCH MUSIC

Using What Works

Seminar Addresses Rewards and Frustrations

by Charles Willis
Baptist Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—Leading a music
ministry in a small church can be both
rewarding and frustrating, according to
participants in a seminar at the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board.

About 60 people attended the first
“‘Music Leaders in the Small Church”

seminar sponsored by the board's church
music department.

(BP) photo / Jim Veneman

Registration for the first small church
music seminar exceeded expectations.
Here Tommy Keown, a church music con-
sultant, leads a session in creative use of
the hymnal.

Bobbie Norris, an elementary
schoolteacher and volunteer music direc-
tor at First Baptist Church of Wink, Texas,
said the members appreciate the expanding
music ministry for its contribution to wor-
ship but have been surprised at the cost of
sheet music for the choir.

Before Norris accepted her volunteer
role, the annual music budget had been
about $50. A jump to $1,200 was
something of a shock to the members, she
said.

In the choir, lack of men is a problem,
a situation she said is common in smaller
churches.

Judy and Kevin Boles made last-minute
arrangements to drive from Lynn, Ala., to
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the Sunday School Board offices in
Nashvilie after he discovered the seminar
announcement in ‘“Upbeat,” a church
music department newsletter, only one
week before the event.

Boles works full time as minister of
music and youth at Lynn Baptist Church,
but for now is paid a part-time salary. Mrs.
Boles is a volunteer children’s choir
director.

A recent graduate of Samford Unive
ty in Birmingham, Ala., he has served
several small congregations and said he
works to lead churches to make music a
part of worship.

“*‘Some smaller churches seem to view
music a form of entertainment rather
than an integrated part of the worship ser-
vice," he said.

Mrs. Boles said she believes adults who
do not sing at church set an example that
their children follow.

“The men don't sing, and therefore the
boys don’t sing," she reflected. "I wish we
could overcome that.”

Steve McAnally, a volunteer music direc-
tor for First Baptist Church of Belmont,
Miss., left an associate in charge of his con-
crete business to attend the seminar.
McAnally was “‘drafted from the choir’’ to
become director when the church’s full-
time minister of music resigned two years
ago.

‘‘My biggest challenge has been my lack
of formal musical training,’’ he admitted.
“But I have a good group of people in
choir. Some are musically trained, and they
are a very cooperative group. They've
made up for a lot of my shortcomings.”

Joel Oliver, minister of youth and music
at Earle (Ark.) Baptist Church, said the
adult choir he directs includes 12 to 15
members who did not have the advantage
of music education through the public
school. In contrast, the children’s choir of
18 enthusiastic participants has the advan-
tage of a band class in the local school.

Oliver, who said no one taught him
*how to do a music program out in the real
world,"” pronounced the seminar a success
only halfway through the program. “I'm
excited about going back home to put what
I've learned into practice over the next
) ' he said.

And Norris, who took all her **personal
days’’ from the school em to attend,
said she had no regrets: **This is the kind
of teaching I needed. The conference
leaders work in churches with small choirs.
People who work with choirs that have
more members than are in my church can’t

know what my problems are.”

Boles said he learned "‘it’s OK to do the
things that will work. Music that doesn't
help people worship does no good.”

McAnally said directing church music *'is
probably the first thing, including making
a living, I've immersed myself in and have
enjoyed. I've seen the power of the Lord,
in that I am least of all able to do what [
have done. It's not without its discourag-
ing nmcs. but overall it's been a real bless-
ing

- 1

Bring a |
Friend

and

Save$1.%

on the purchase of

TWO

Msmﬂ/youanmsu/m
ITALIAN « MEXICAN « SALAD

Present coupon to cashier when ordering. Not vaid with
any other offer

Coupon good at the following Wendy's locations:

Little Rock, North Little Benton, Pine Blulf, Hot
Springs. Conway, Russellville, Batesville, EI Dorado,

Jacksonville, Searcy.
Expiration Date:
June 30, 1989
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Keith Miller Architect
& Associates, Inc.

7701 Kanis Road
Little Rock, AR 72204
1-501-227-9849

190 Churches Served

Riversive, JInc.

Mechanical & Electrical
Contractors
P.O. Box 1059
Bay Oaks Drive

North Little Rock,
Arkansas 72115
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: AN

Arnold

Construction Co.
General Contractors

1325 Lawson Road
Little Rock, AR 72210
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Dick Arnold Ark. Lic. #86-799

Heartfelt Col
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The Woodland Heights Baptist Church of Conway recently completed
construction of its new sanctuary and educational building. The 15,800
square foot building is the young congregation’s first facility. It was
built at a cost of $375,000 and provides a 375-seat sanctuary, 24
classrooms, and office and kitchen space. Thousands of dollars of labor
and materials were donated by members and friends of the church.
The project also required the purchase of 27 acres of land at a cost
of $150,000. David Hatfield is pastor of the congregation.

since 1934

Unit Structures, Inc.

Formerly KOPPERS
Engineered Wood Systems
P.O. Box 699
Magnolia, AR 71753
501-234-4112

Gary Weaver
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L Control Carpet House
Our Name Says It All Major Brands

Lowest Prices In Central Arkansas Carpet and Vinyls

Quality Termite & Pest Control

By Professionals 1-40 East Frontage Road

No Charge For Estimates Mayflower, AR 72106
Phone 470-0498

Call 666-7005




gratulations!

We congratulate Woodland Heights
Baptist Church of Conway on the
completion of its beautiful new
sanctuary and educational building.
We believe it will serve as an
inspiration and source of comfort
for generations to come. Those of
us who were contractors on the
project were delighted to have the
opportunity to serve the
congregation. All of us appreciate
the fine contribution Woodland
Heights makes to the community.

Keith Miller Architect First State Bank & Trust Riverside, Inc.
Porter / Crawford Co. Metro Builders

Shannon King Co.

Arnold Construction Co.
Unit Structures, Inc.
Buddy Oliver Co.

Budget Pest Control

Potts Carpet House James Hampton Drywall

Congratulations
and Kest Wishes!
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Little Rock, AR 72215
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President
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=X Congratulations!
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Open Arms and Hearts

by Mark Wingfield
SBC Home Mission Board

MIAMI  (BP)—
Southern Baptists in
Miami have begun |
assisting hundreds of
Nicaraguan refugees
while bracing for
thousands more ex-
pected to arrive in
south Florida soon.

Currently, Nicara-
guan refugees are ar-
riving in Miami at a
rate of 200 to 300 per
week. Many arrive
aboard buses which
come in with full
passenger loads and
empty baggage com-
partments.

Federal officials estimate as many as
100,000 could arrive in the South Florida
city this year. Up to 3,000 refugees are
entering the US. through Texas each
month, fleeing intense political and
economic oppression in their homeland.

Many of the Nicaraguan refugees choose
Miami because of the large community of
Latin American refugees already there.
Nicaraguans seeking refuge in Miami join
thousands of others still fleeing Cuba, Haiti
and other Latin American countries each
year.

The addition of thousands of Nicaraguan
refugees into Miami's already volatile racial
mix worries city officials who say Miami
might not be able to accomodate more
refugees.

As government agencies become over-
whelmed with the chaotic situation, more
refugees are turning to local churches for
assistance, said Reinaldo Medina, pastor of
Iglesia Bautista Estrella Belen in Hialeah,
a predominantly Hispanic section of

(BP) / Ken Touchton

Miami area pastors shop for food to distribute to refugees.

Miami.

*“The situation is desperate, and it's go-
ing to get worse,” he said.

Currently, about 25 Hispanic churches in
Miami Baptist Association are dealing with
refugees on a regular basis. The assistance
they offer varies depending on available
resources and lay involvement.

Mike Daily, associational director of
church and community ministries, has
begun coordinating the latest relief efforts
among the churches. The association is
preparing to open a refugee ministry center
at one church if the situation worsens as
expected.

In early February Medina and five other
pastors were the first to benefit from
special hunger relief funds channeled
through Miami Baptist Association from
the Florida Baptist Convention and
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

Daily took the group shopping at a
wholesale grocery store so they could pro-
vide essentials for refugees coming to their

churches for help.

The pastors and some of their laymen
pushed five-foot-long metal carts down the
wide aisles of a warchouse market. They
loaded the carts with 100 Ib. bags of rice,
cases of Corn Flakes cereal, 25 Ib. boxes of
Quaker Oats and other food staples.

By the time the pastors reached the
checkout lane, perspiration dripped
through their clothing as they pushed the
carts stacked four feet high with food. Dai-
ly stood at the cashier’s window for 10
minutes cashing $2,500 in traveler’s checks
sent from the state convention.

Volunteers at the churches later divided
the bulk foods into smaller portions for
distribution to families in need.

At Medina's church, about 40 people
showed up the following night to receive
packages of food prepared especially for
them. Large bags and boxes stuffed with
food sat in metal folding chairs in a Sun-
day school room when the refugees arriv-
ed. Each bag was marked with a family's
name and the number of people in the
family.

Medina spoke to the assembled group
before distributing the goods. He prayed
and sang with them, handed out Spanish
New Testaments and tracts, and attempted
to assess the individual needs of each
family.

‘“We have opened our arms and our
hearts and are very glad to help you for
free,' he explained. ‘‘Regardless of what
material needs you have, we want to help
you."

Medina, a refugee himself, came to the
U.S. in 1979 from Cuba. He was a Cuban
pastor who had been held as a political
prisoner for 13 years.

“I know what it is like to be starving to
death, to not be able to see loved ones. |
understand what it means to be away from
the country you love,"” he explained in an
interview. ‘‘That’s why I feel led to help
these people. I think Christians should try
to minister to those in need."”

Christian Group Travel

Great Escapes, Inc.
Hwy. 67 North
Newport, AR 72112
501-523-5405
1-800-334-5456 (Ark.)
Pat Pollard, owner

Senior Citizens Coupon
AARP Discount

URGENT!

We've lost contact with some of
our former staff and church
members. If you could help us
locate them, please call 753-1121.

First Baptist Church
North Little Rock
100 Years Old
Homecoming
Sunday, April 30

River Valley Carpets

* Commercial and residential carpet
* Floor tile and sheet vinyl
¢ Drop ship anywhere

with or without installation
* Guaranteed materials and labor
» References available

For more information, call
501-229-3432
River Valley Carpets
Rt. 3 Box 258
Dardanelle, AR 72834
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Pastor Declines HMB Post

by Mark Wingfield
Home Mission Board

ATLANTA (BP)—A Georgia pastor declin-
ed to accept employment with the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board after
some members of the agency’s trustees
questioned practices of the candidate’s
church and its support of the convention’s
budget.

Benny Clark was elected associate direc-
tor of the special ministries department
Feb. 7 by the trustee executive committee.
However, Clark, in a Feb. 15 letter to HMB
President Larry Lewis, declined to accept
the position, citing differences with
trustees.

Clark will remain pastor of Trinity Bap-
tist Church in Conyers, Ga. He was not
scheduled to begin work with the HMB un-

til March 1

Trustee Ron Long, pastor of Glenwood
Hills Baptist Church in Lithonia, Ga., ex-
pressed concerns about Clark to Lew
soon after the executive committee
unanimously elected Clark Long was pre-
sent at the meeting and said he voted
However, he did not voice disagreement
with the action at the time

Lewis said trustees did not raise concerns
at the executive committee meeting
because they said they assumed lhc ques-
tions had been discl
prior to Clark’s prese

Long told Baptist Press,
was under the impressi

“'At that time |
n that Mr. Clark
had been thoroughly screened and all of

those problems had been worked

through.”

Here's the key!

for your church or
community group’s
fundraising needs

Wendy’s ‘‘Community Chest”’

and soft drinks.

Here’s how it works. Your group distributes special coupons for a great
deal on Wendy’s Single Special Combo, a Quarter-pound Single with
Regular Fries and a Medium Soft Drink. For each coupon redeemed at
a participating store, Wendy’s will donate 10¢ to your organization.

For more information, including a list of participating stores, write: Wen-
dy’s Community Chest, P.O. Box 2777, Little Rock, AR 72203. Include

your name, address, phone number, the name of your organization, and
an estimate of how many coupons you could distribute.

The best bu
inthe businl;gsesi

program
lets you raise money for your program
while your members and friends enjoy a
great deal on Wendy’s hamburgers, fries,

courtesy of
Wendy’s and the
Arkansas Baptist

Offer expires
March 24, 1989

'S

March 2, 1989

Lewis said he subsequently received
telephone calls from “'several directors
across the nation™ who expressed many of
the same concerns Long had raised about
Clark’s election. Lewis said he discussed
the concerns with each of the directors in
an attempt to resolve the conflict.

““These issues were not surfaced during
the employment screening process,” Lewis
said. *'I will be personally reviewing that
process to make sure potentially controver-
sial issues are brought to my attention in
the future!

Clark said none of the directors con-
fronted him directly with the concerns.
However, it became obvious that enough
directors were concerned that the matter
would be dealt with in their March
meeting, Clark said. &

Lewis said directors raised five concerns:
“‘minimal’’ support by Clark’s church of
the Southern Baptist Cooperative Program,
the convention’s unified funding plan;
Clark’s affiliation with the Southern Bap-
tist Alliance; the ordination of women as
deacons in Clark’s church; the lack of Sun-
day mgh( worship at Clark’s church; and
Clark’s role in a controversy in Stone
Mountain Baptist Association.

Long said these concerns are not
theological but relate to *'a lack of commit-
ment to missions’’ and a ‘“‘direct and
deliberate attempt to drive a wedge among
Southern Baptists’” by membership in the
Alliance.

Clark responded: **What hurt more than
anything, what stabbed me in the heart,
was that this church was accused of not be-
ing missions-minded. That's simply not

ity Baptist Church performs multi-
ple local ns ministries such as Bible
clubs for children, a Fun Wagon in the sum-
mer and a food bank, and has participated
in missions events out of the United States,
said Clark, previously a resort missionary
in Utah.

Cl ark said he received no pressure from
Ley or other HMB administrators to
decline the position and that the decision
is his own. "I feel good about my deci-
sion,”” he said. “All I care is for Southern
Baptists to know this was not a theological
battle. No one has challenged my theology.
They challenged my church and the way
we do church.”

Lewis expressed concern that Clark had
been inconvenienced by the event. “'In the
single pre-employment interview [ had
with him, I was impressed with his skills
and Christian character,”” he said.

*‘I also regret that the concerns of con-
sequence to the directors were not surfac-
ed prior to the election of Mr. Clark,”" Lewis
said. *'I shall work to prevent a recurrence
of this type thing again."”
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Trustees Approve Title

Construction Start Also Given Go-Abead

by Jim Lowry
Baptist Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—'A New American
Commentary'’ has been approved
unanimously by Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board trustees as the title of the
board’s new 40-volume commentary.

Trustees also voted during their Feb.
13-15 meeting to begin construction on a
nine-story office/conference tower at board
headquarters in Nashville. They received
information related to financial operations,
Sunday School Board service to the
Southern Baptist Convention and the Bap-
tist Telecommunication Network.

All six of the commentary’s consulting
editors were invited to attend the meeting
to talk with trustees about the proposed ti-
tle and answer questions concerning pro-
gress toward the June 1991 release of the
first volume.

Paige Patterson, one of the consulting
editors and president of Criswell College
in Dallas, presented the title to trustees on
behalf of the consulting editors with a ra-
tionale for the selection.

“'A New American Commentary '’ builds
on the heritage of an out-of-print commen-
tary, “The American Commentary,” which
is known among the academic communi-
ty for its reverence for and high view of
Scripture from the inerrancy position, Pat-
terson said.

The earlier commentary was begun in
1876, Patterson said, as the first commen-
tary to be produced for Baptists. The
volume on Matthew, written by John A.
Broadus, is still widely used today, he
added.

By using the title, “A New American
Commentary,”’ with a frontline, “An Ex-
egetical and Theological Exposition of Ho-
ly Scripture,”’ the new commentary “‘will
be placed in the same historical stream as
this earlier, scholarly and respected work,”
Patterson said.

Consulting Editor Russ Bush, philosophy
professor at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas,
addressed a question raised earlier by

A SMILE OR TWO

several trustees about including ‘'Baptist™
or “‘Southern Baptist™ in the title.

Baptist identity will be strong within the
denomination because the board’s Broad-
man Press is to be the publisher, said Bush,
who has been nominated as academic dean
at Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. By not us-
ing ‘‘Baptist’’ in the title, the commentary
volumes can be used widely by evangelical
Christians of many denominations, he
added.

Trustee John David Laida, chairman of
the publishing and distribution subcom-
mittee and a retired pastor from Clarksville,
Tenn., also shared preliminary artwork
with trustees that incorporates the
Southern Baptist logo on the cover.

The nine-story office/conference tower
was approved by trustees without opposi-
tion. The vote gave the go-ahead for con-
struction to begin immediately on the
building, which will be located on top of
the board's Operations Building. Contracts
were approved by trustees at total projected
costs of $15.5 million, which will be paid
from the board’s fixed-asset reserve fund.

Expected completion date for the pro-
ject is September 1990. The building will
have 147,000 square feet in the nine floors,
but only five and three-quarters floors of
office space will be completed initially,
leaving room for future expansion.

A board income and expense report for
the year ending Sept. 30, 1988, showed a
total income of $166.5 million. Total
revenue was 0.5 percent below budget but
6.6 percent above the previous year.

The program of Holman Bible Publishing
was one of the most encouraging sales
areas. Board leadership noted a 65.2 per-
cent gain was registered because of strong
sales of new products from Holman,
especially the UltrdThin Bibles and the
Disciple's Study Bible.

The board’s teaching and training net-
work, BTN, has made several changes in
operations and programming, trustees were
told, which have led to cost savings and an
improved product for local churches. As of

Jan. 31, the network included
subscribers.

Providing quality products and service
for local churches was the focus of the
opening-night session for trustees, who ex-
pressed concern and commitment that the
Sunday School Board be responsive and
flexible with churches to answer their
requests.

Increased time for trustee input into
planning and understanding Sunday School
Board issues was discussed during a
plenary session, in which a recommenda-
tion from the general administration com-
mittee was approved 44-18 to keep the
number of trustee meetings at two per year.

Several trustees asked that the agenda be
expanded during the semi-annual sessions
to provide additional time for business and
committee work.

An evening dinner with trustees and ad-
ministration provided a time to honor
James W. Clark for his 35 years of service
to the board. Clark, senior vice president
for publishing and distribution and former
executive vice-president, has announced
he will retire May 31.

In addition to a cash gift, trustees voted
to give Clark the new commentary set as
the volumes are released.

A nominating committee report also was
approved, re-electing trustee officers for
the second year. Warren Hultgren, pastor
of First Baptist Church in Tulsa, Okla., was
re-elected chairman; Roland Maddox, a real
estate developer from Memphis, Tenn.,
vice-chairman; and William G. Wilson,
pastor of Brentwood Baptist Church in
Brentwood, Tenn., recording secretary.

1,503

I have good news and I have bad news.
First the good news: our economy is
moving! Now the bad news: it's moying
to Japan! —The Jokesmith

Anybody who's too old to learn probably
wasn't very smart to begin with,

Buses! Vans! People Movers!
New and Used — Champion
Call American TransCoach today
Toll free 1-800-367-4845

1802 Jacksonville Highway
North Little Rock

Open Monday-Saturday, 9 to 9

Visa MasterCard Discover

G. Henry Dress Pants. .. .... 2 for $25

Have a Wide Selection of Men's Suits,
Sportcoats, and Accessories

Half Price on All Men's Sweaters,
Coats, and Flannel Shirts

Half Price on All Ladies’
Dress & Sports Wear

945-1444
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Trustees Vote

NASHVILLE (BP)—Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board trustées have voted to
contribute $400,000 toward eliminating in-
debtedness on the Southern Baptist Con-
vention Building in Nashville.

The action came during the Feb. 13-15
trustee meeting in Nashville in response to
a proposal by board President Lloyd Elder
and unanimous recommendation of the
general administration and business and

to Contribute

| finance committees of the trustees.

The money will come from the board’s
contingency reserve fund, which the SBC
requires of each agency to meet emergen-
cy needs.

The convention has a debt of about $2.5
million on the building, which houses
eight SBC entities, Elder explained. The
debt is due Oct. 1, 1989, and Elder said
estimates indicate contributions to the

Leggett Companies, you'll

financial burdens,
decisions for yourself.

e Family memorial Eroper
* Monuments, mar
e Insurance protection

e Cremation Services

Pre-arrangement.
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When you pre- arranFe with the people at the Criffin

know you've done the very best
for those you love. Our complete pre-arrangement plan
protects your family from unnecessary emotional and
while letting you make important

You know you can count on the people at the Griffin
Leggett Companies for caring, understanding and concern
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ers and private mausoleums
e Funeral pre-arrangement
Visit or call today and give your family the special

assurance that only the tradition of the Griffin Leggett
Companies can provide. It's a special expression of love.
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Forest Hills Cemetery

Uttle Rock

Griffin Leggett/ Rest Hills

FUNERAL HOME AND MEMORIAL PARK / NORTH LITTAE ROCK
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Hot Springs

PEOPLE TO DEPEND ON

March 2, 1989

Cooperative Program will not be sufficient
to pay the debt.

When the building was approved in
1983, convention planners projected pay-
ing indebtedness through the capital needs
section of the Cooperative Program alloca-
tion budget. Capital needs generally are for
construction at SBC entities and are paid
after the basic operating phase of the
budget has been met.

However, contributions in recent years
have lagged, and funding for the capital
needs section has not been reached.

The problem was discussed during a
January meeting of the SBC Inter- Agency
Council, composed of executives of the 20
national agencies of the 14.8-million-
member denomination, Elder said.

*‘My concern grew out of that meeting,”
he said. **We were asked to find a solution
to a funding problem.”

The entire capital needs section is *‘about
$17.5 million behind,’” Elder said, noting
the majority of that has not been spent.
The only funds that have been spent are the
expenses to build the SBC Building,
resulting in the $2.5 million debt.

The building, occupied in 1985, cost
$10.5 million, trustees were told.

History Meeting
April 25-26

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—''Baptists in
America: 175 Years of National Organiza-
tion™ is the theme of the April 1989 annual
meeting of the Historical Commission,
SBC, and Southern Baptist Historical
Society.

Participants will meet at the Southern
Baptist Convention Building in Nashville,
Tenn., April 25-26, 1989. Registration and
hotel information can be obtained by con-
tacting the Historical Commission, SBC,
901 Commerce St., Suite 400, Nashville,
TN 37203; phone 615-244-0344.

Baptist Historical
Materials Available

The Southern Baptist Historical Library
and Archives in Nashville, Tenn., is now
open to all researchers. Operated by the
Historical Commission, SBC, the center
contains 70,000 annual of associations and
coventions, 20,000 books, 15,000 reels of
microfilm, 4,000 pamphlets, and large files
of Baptist newspapers, periodicals, audio
and video recordings, photographs,
manuscripts, and denominational archives.

For a free brochure on the SBHLA, con-
tact the Historical Commission, SBC, 901
Commerce Street, Suite 400, Nashville, TN
37203-3620; phone 615-244-0344.
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Annie Armstrong Easter Offering

National Goal:
$39 million

March 2, 1989

Seeking to share the gospel with America’s lost is a
monumental task. The lost in America are 167 million
strong. They are people like the migrants home
missionary Augustine Salazar works with in California
(far left). They are found in the black community in
Chicago where Donald Sharp works through the Chicago
Metro Baptist Association (left). They are people in the
New England states with whom Ray Allen works
(below). They are found on the nation’s waterways and
in resort areas where retired home missionary C.L.
Hanshew continues to work (bottom).

The lost of America are as varied as their locations.
They are black, white, single, married, old, young, poor,
rich, rural, urban. It will take a variety of approaches to
meet them on their own ground. It will take money to
support the work of the missionaries committed to the
task. Most of all, it will take the support of Southem
Baptists committed to prayer.

Tell, give and pray that they may



SENATIONES

SBC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Budget Cuts Proposed

by Marv Knox
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)—Operating under new
“performance-oriented’’ guidelines, the
Southern Baptist Executive Committee has
proposed a 2.05 percent decrease for the
convention's next budget.

The guidelines link Cooperative Program
budget goals to previous receipts. Conse-
quently, the 1989-90 goal has a ceiling of
$134,787,543, the amount received during
the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30, 1988.

The current Cooperative Program basic
budget, set according to “‘goal-oriented”
procedures, has a $137.6 million target.
Following the same budget-setting pro-
cedure, Southern Baptists have not met the
overall Cooperative Program budget for
most of this decade, have built a backlog
of capital needs commitments and have
fallen below the pace of inflation.

The Executive Committee approved new
budgeting procedures and the 1989-90
Cooperative Program goal during its Feb.
20-22 meeting in Nashville. Both actions
are subject to approval by messengers to the
convention’s annual business session June
13-15 in Las Vegas, Nev.

The proposed Cooperative Program
budgeting procedure has two parts:

First, it mandates that the goal for the
Cooperative Program's ‘‘basic budget''—
operating funds distributed to 18 conven-
tion organizations, which conduct
evangelistic, missionary, educational and
church-starting ministries worldwide—be
*'no greater than the Cooperative Program
receipts for the last fiscal year of record.”

For example, the goal for the 1989-90
budget, which begins Oct. 1, could not be
larger than receipts for the 1987-88 budget.

Second, it directs that from 1990-91 for-
ward all Cooperative Program income
received in excess of its basic budget be
distributed equally between its **program
advance” and “‘capital needs’" budgets.

To illustrate, suppose the Cooperative
Program received $2 million more than its

basic budget goal. Of that excess, the pro-
gram advance budget would distribute
$1 million to the 18 recipients according
to the percentages by which they received
the basic budget. The capital needs budget
would distribute $1 million between
previously approved building projects for
various SBC organizations.

The new budgeting procedure was in-
itiated in January by the SBC Inter-Agency
Council, comprised of the executives of
convention entities. The IAC proposed the
measure as part of a comprehensive plan
to ease the SBC's growing capital needs
deficit. The new procedure was designed
to enable Cooperative Program recipients
to set their budgets more accurately and to
allow the convention to pay off its capital
needs commitments.

The Executive Committee's program and
budget subcommittee approved the new
procedure during its meeting Jan. 18-20.
The Executive Committee approved the
final proposal without discussion Feb. 21.

The budgeting procedure will benefit the
convention, predicted William F. Harrell,
chairman of the program and budget
subcommittee.

“'It's good economic procedure to have
your budget based on past performance,’”
said Harrell, pastor of Abilene Baptist
Church in Martinez, Ga. *‘Goal-oriented
budgets have not worked. Common sense
indicates we need to go to a procedure that
will work.

**We will let the people of the Southern
Baptist Convention set the goal by
demonstrating good stewardship year to
year. The more we give one year, the
greater our budget can be later.”

The procedure puts the responsibility for
the convention’s financial future where it
should be, he added: *“We do not have a
committee establishing goals that are unat-
tainable. The challenge shifts to the peo-
ple, not a committee.””

Although the process has not yet been
approved by the convention, the Executive

Committee’s proposed 1989-90 budget
abides by its restrictions. The 2.05 percent
decrease is borne by 15 of the 18 recipients.

Agencies with proposed gains are
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
in Mill Valley, Calif., $193,109, part of the
first installment of a five-year, $1 million
special allocation to provide endowment
for faculty-staff housing allowances; the
Christian Life Commission, $37,358 to
help ish an office in hi and
the Stewardship Commission, $19,895 to
help promote the SBC's Planned Growth
in Giving campaign.

With most SBC entities expected to take
budget cuts, the proposed 1989-90 budget
is even tighter than its initial goal, set by
the Executive Committee last fall. The
committee then proposed a zero-growth
$137.6 million basic budget goal, the same
as the current budget's.

Committee Chairman Charles W. Sulli-
van, pastor of First Baptist Church of
Lenoir City, Tenn., urged Southern Baptists
to pray for the SBC's unified budget: I
would encourage all of the churches of our
convention to earnestly pray for and study
how they can increase their contributions
and support of the Cooperative Program.
This is tremendously important in light of
the great needs which we have with our
foreign missions program and our home
missions program.’

Presidents of the SBC Foreign and Home

e.c.a.

CONTROLS

BOTTOM-LINE
$8S SAVINGS TO YOU $$$

Means: ¢ Automatic night setback

X Mémber:
o NS * Sequencing of loads to Asen. of
5 Z Energy
$,Y ENERGY \& decrease power demands Engineers
AUTOMATED \® * Programmed comfort control

energy consultants of Arkansas, inc.
9800 JFK Blvd., North Little Rock, AR 72116

Benefits: * Reduce utility cost 10-20%
¢ Full return on your investment in 1-3 years
* Positive cash flow from savings

For further information, call: Debra Triplett at 501-834-0052

State WMU
Annual Meeting

March 21-22
First Baptist Church
Rogers

Tuesday: 10 a.m., 2 p.m., 7 p.m.
Wednesday:. 9:30 p.m.

Hear: Dr. Wana Ann Fort, Zim-
babwe; Charles Carroll, Singa-
pore: Beverly Hammack, HMB;
Marjorie McCullough, president,
WMU, SBC

Features: testimonies/special
music/drama theme interpreta-
tions/reception on Tuesday even-
ing/nursery for preschoolers/Bap-
tist Book Store respresented
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mission boards echoed Sullivan.

‘“‘Unless something happens to change
the trend, and we cannot send the mis-
sionaries who want to go and have to draw
back on the work that we'fe already try-
ing to do, these will be the worst of times
in Southern Baptist history,”" said R. Keith
Parks of the Foreign Mission Board.

““The Cooperative Program is not just a
budget line/" said the Home Mission
Board's Larry Lewis. “'It is the lifeline of
our mission work, not only in America, but
around the world.”

Observers noted the new budgeting pro-
cedure should help the mission boards
because of its mandate to divide receipts

Next week:

Reports from the SBC
Executive Committee meeting
dealing with a proposed new
Religious Liberty Commission
and renewed efforts to defund
the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs.

over the basic budget 50-50 between the
capital needs and program advance
budgets.

The Foreign Mission Board does not
receive capital funds through the budget,
and the Home Mission Board receives a
limited amount. But together they get the
lion’s share of all other national Coopera-
tive Program receipts—50 percent for the
FMB and .19.54 percent for the HMB.

Previously, all capital needs have had to

be funded—a feat not accomplished
recently—before the mission boards could
receive advance budget funds. Now they
are to get in on the over-and-above money
immediately after the basic budget is met.
That benchmark should be easier to reach,
since it is tied to past receipts instead of
future goals.

Capital needs also were the focus of two
other Executive Committee uctions.

First, it made the debt on the four-year-
old SBC Building in Nashville a *‘priority
item’" for the 1989-90 budget. The building
is home to eight SBC entities and is the on-
ly convention-approved capital expen-
diture for which funds already have been
borrowed.

The $2.5 million initiative was propos-
ed by the Inter-Agency Council. The SBC
Sunday School Board, which does not
receive Cooperative Program funds, has
agreed to provide $400,000. The balance
will be paid in 12 monthly installments, off
the top of Cooperative Program receipts.

Program and budget subcommittee
chairman Harrell said the up-front effort
to pay off the building debt makes eco-
nomic sense: ‘“This is the only thing we
have borrowed money against with the
promise of funds coming from the capital
needs budget. We are spinning our wheels
paying interest when we could eliminate
the debt. It is a roadblock to any other
capital needs.”

Second, the Executive Committee voted
to “‘reschedule’” unfunded capital needs—
which were to have been paid during
1985-90—over a 10-year period from 1990
to 2000.

Those capital needs total more than

$22.9 million and are divided between the
six SBC seminar the Home Mission
Board and the Radio and Television Com-
mission. Receipts are to be distributed an-
nually on a prorata basis.

The rescheduling plan also was offered
by the Inter-Agency Council. It is necessary
because the SBC has been “‘falling more
and more behind, getting in debt to
ourselves,” Harrell said.

The promised capital needs money has
not been spent, he said, but added: **We
are doing this to maintain the integrity of
the process. If we did not honor these com-
mitments, we would damage our credibili-
ty with foundations that provide matching
funds. We would never get matching funds
again.”

Classifieds

SBC Rooms—Southern Baptist Conven-
tion hotel rooms in Las Vegas. World class
hotels: Aladdin, Bally's, Dunes, Maxim,
Tropicana. Special convention rates
$40-$75. Call Royce Dowell today!
214-690-1153. Spectrum Travel, Inc. a2

Classified ads must be submitted In writing to the ABN of-
fice no less than 10 days prior to the date of publication
desired. A check or money order In the proper amount,
figured at 85 cents per word, must be included. Multiple in-
sertions of the same ad must be paid for In advance. The
ABN reserves the right to reject any ad because of unsultable
subject matter. Classified ads will be inserted on a space-
available basis. No endorsement by the ABN Is implied.

(Sanctuary)

(Sanctuary)

Pulaski Heights Baptist Church

1989 Brooks Hays Lecture Series
March 3-5, 1989
Pulaski Heights Baptist Church, Little Rock
Featuring Dr. Foy Valentine,

Former Executive Director, SBC Christian Life Commission

Friday, March 3, 6:30 p.m.—‘‘An Overview from Underneath:
Reminiscences and Ruminations’ (Dinner will be served at a cost of
$2.50. Reservations are necessary, call 661-1129.) Hicks Hall

Saturday, March 4, 7 p.m.—*“The Prophethood of the Believer”

Sunday, March 5, 10:45 a.m.—*‘The Moral Word in the Gospel”

All sessions will be held at Pulaski Heights Baptist Church, 2200 Kavanaugh Blvd., Lit-
tle Rock. The public is invited. There is no charge except for the Friday evening banquet.

Dr. William H. Elder III, Pastor

March 2, 1989

Shop here first!

3 months........ 9.00%
6 months........ 9.15%
L 9.40%
2oY0arsi: ¢ i'vdley 9.45%
Rates as of 2/22/89. Rates and availability are
subject to change.

e offer a wide selection of CDs
issued by banks and savings &
loans throughout the country.

-Aﬁ ESTMENTS SINCE 1557

Security Bank Plaza « Harrison, AR 72601
Call Collect: 741-7277

1989 AG. Edwards & Sons, Inc. AN-CD-108(aSMC
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LESSONS FOR LIVINGE =

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

Equal Before God

by Michael D. Johnson, First Church,
Pine Bluff

Basic passage: Philemon
Focal passage: Philemon 4-20

Central truth: We are all equal in God's
sight.

All of us are required to submit to
authority. Children to parents, employees

* to employer, and citizen to government are
but a few of the occasions where we follow
the will of others. In the Apostle Paul's day
the practice of slavery was commonplace
and was another arena where authority
was exerted.

In Philemon, the shortest of Paul’s let-
ters, Paul indirectly addresses this issue.
Paul wrote this letter from prison which
leads us into a 13-week study on Paul’s
prison epistles.

Philemon is apparently known to Paul,
and was perhaps converted under Paul’s
preaching (v. 19). Philemon’s home also
served as a meeting place for church, and
Philemon himself was well known for his
Christian charity (vv. 2,5-7).

The circumstances are unknown, but ap-
parently Paul, even in prison, had theh op-
portunity to preach the gospel. Onesimus,
a runaway slave of Philemon’s, became a
Christian through Paul’s witness. Paul en-
couraged Onesimus to go back to Philemon
and sent this letter to pave the way.

Paul does not appeal to Philemon as a
slave owner who should show mercy, but
as a Christian who should accept Onesimus
in love as a brother in Christ. When this
relationship is fully understood, the ques-
tion of slavery becomes moot.

Christianity brings all believers into a
new relationship with God and each other.
The ground at the cross is level. Our in-
dividual responsibility is to treat others
with love, compassion, and as fellow
members of the body of Christ.

Paul obviously wished to keep Onesimus
as a disciple and had contemplated doing
50 (vv.13-14). Paul knew, however, that
Onesimus and Philemon must first restore
their broken relationship.

Some speculate that Philemon did accept
Onesimus as a fellow Christian and return-
ed him to Paul. The writings of Ignatius,
an early church father, frequently mention
a Bishop Onesimus of the Ephesian church.
While this cannot be proved, it could sup-
port the reason Philemon was included in
the New Testament.

based on the Bible Lesson for
Christian Teaching. Unlform Series. Copyright International Coun-
cil of Education. Used by permission.
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Unity

by Don Moseley, Sylvan Hills First
Church, Sherwood

Basic passage: 1 Corinthians 12:14-27
Focal passage: 1 Corinthians 12:20

Central truth: Every Christian is part
of the living body of Christ whose uni-
ty is depend upon its i

Into All The World

by Timothy L. Deahl, Olivet Church,
Little Rock

Basic passage: Acts 9:32-10:48

Focal passage: Acts 10:25-29,
30-34,44-48

Central truth: The gospel is available

diversity.

When Jesus described the church he
most often used living organisms as
metaphors: he spoke of the bride, the vine
and the branches, a flock (sheep) and
shepherd, a family, etc. The greatest
metaphor used was no doubt that of
“body’" as Paul describes the church as the
body of Christ. Our focal passage (v. 20)
points to the fact that the body of Christ
has many members, yet they are one.

The Apostle Paul had already given the
specifics in verses 12-13. There he gives us
ntial to understanding who
The first truth is that we
into the body of Christ
“‘by one Spirit.”" We have been immersed
into his body. The second truth is that we
have not only been put into something, but
something has been put into us. We *“*have
been all made to drink into one Spirit."

Now the real rub comes with our im-
mense diversity. That seems to be the point
of all our disunity. But Paul wanted us to
understand that our unity is really depen-
dent upon our diversity. He stresses every
believer’s mutual dependence upon each
other if the body is to function in unity.

There is no place in the body of Christ
for the philosophy of rugged individualism
or self sufficiency. We need each other as
a human body needs all of its parts func-
tioning. Diversity is important (v. 17). We
cannot all function the same way. We did
not choose our particular gifts. God gave
them as he willed (v. 18). Therefore, we
cannot afford the luxury of saying, ‘I have
no need of you (v. 21). We need one
another. Paul rejects the spirit of in-
dependence and helps us to understand
that we must have an understanding of our
interdependence. Paul wants us to unders-
tand that we also need those who seem to
be less important because their gifts may
be less visible (vv. 22-24). We must learn
to suffer with those who suffer and rejoice
with those who rejoice (vv. 25-206).
Because we are the body of Christ we must
allow his Spirit to produce his unity within
us.

‘This lesson is based on the Life and Work Curriculum for Southern
Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Coaveation. Al rights rescrved. Used by permission.

to all peop

It was a lesson that Peter should have
learned from Jesus' earthly ministry: The
gospel of God's salvation is available to all
people. The willingness of the Messiah to
reach all people was evidenced by those
with whom he spoke (e.g., the Samaritan
adulteress) and ate (publicans and sinners).

Peter somehow had not incorporated
this marvelous openness of the gospel
presentation into his own missionary
outreach. It took a divine intervention, a
summons, and a vision to implant this truth
in Peter’s mind and ministry. His ex-
perience, and Luke’s recording of it, vividly
illustrates three truths of the gospel. The
first of these is that the gospel which was
delivered to us is a gospel of grace. Those
who have received God's grace recognize
that salvation is neither merited nor bought
by personal righteousness. Peter’s vision
(vv. 9-16) taught him that “God is no
respecter of persons’ (v. 34; see also vv.
25-26).

Second, Peter also was convinced that
the gospel of salvation by grace is available
to everyone (see I John 2:2). Peter’s reac-
tion, recorded in verse 47, was to ask why
anyone could deny baptism to these Gen-
tiles who had been saved. This truth is cor-
relative to the first one; when one ade-
quately understands the basis of God's
salvation offer, he understands the extent
of that offer.

In the third place, what is recorded in
this text reinforces the principle that the
gospel is evidenced in all who believe. It
certainly should not be surprising that
every person who receives God's gift of life
will give evidence of the same. Luke men-
tions no less than three attestations. One,
those who believed received the Holy
Spirit just as the Jewish followers of Jesus
had (see v. 47). Notice that speaking in
tongues did not constitute the gift of the
Holy Spirit; rather, this miraculous sign
provided external evidence that the Spirit
was indeed present in their lives. Two, they
magnified (exalted, praised) God. Three,
they were baptized, publicly rating
their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

‘This lesson treatment Is based oa the Bible Book Study for Southern
Baptist churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
Southern. 1 y per
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FOREIGN MISSIONS

Need for Change Seen

Audit of Work Since 1950 Shows Trends

by Art Toalston
SBC Forelgn Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Numbers
alone—no matter how impressive—are not
the best way to assess the effectiveness of
Southern Baptist missionary work with
overseas Baptists, a recently completed
computer analysis of Southern Baptist
foreign mission work from 1950 to 1987
shows.

The analysis recommends further
strengthening of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board’s evangelism,
discipleship, and church starting efforts
and deployment of more workers and
resources to areas of the world where peo-
ple have few opportunities to hear the
Christian message.

Three years ago, FMB President R. Keith
Parks voiced ‘'serious doubt’ about
missions-as-usual in his report to trustees.
Parks advocated change.

Missionaries and staff members began
researching and rethinking the approaches
to foreign missions. New strategies for
communicating the gospel in today's world
were proposed and approved by trustees,
a process that is continuing.

The analysis of foreign mission work
from 1950 to 1987 was undertaken by Jim
Maroney, Foreign Mission Board
evangelism and church growth consultant,
and missionary Jim Slack, church growth
director for Southern Baptist work in the
Philippines.

The proliferation of computer
technology has made the time right for
such a study, Slack said, adding, **We've not
been able to gather all this data and do all
this analysis until recent years.'”

The research shows numerical growth in
Baptist work overseas has been ‘‘ap-
preciable’ over the years, but adds that a
“‘more analytical approach ... reveals poor
growth'" in most areas of foreign missions.

Overseas baptisms, for example, increas-
ed from 15,620 in 1950 to 203,824 in 1987.
But the average annual growth rate decreas-
ed from 9.3 percent during the 1950s to
7.6 percent since 1970, according to
Maroney and Slack. }

Focusing on the 1970-1987 period, the
researchers found that many believers who
were baptized did not remain involved
with Baptist congregations. Overseas Bap-
tists reported 444,090 more baptisms than
church members in those years.

Clark Scanlon, board director of research
and planning, said the research supports
current board strategy calling for analysis
of church growth trends.
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““These studies, made with openness and
honesty, are for the purpose of analyzing
where we are, where changes are to be
made,’” Scanlon said. "‘Right now we are
considering plans for 1990 and beyond that
come out of the insights gained from these
studie

Maroney called the research “an audit of
our ev: .lngchsm and church growt
' Slack added it

. and said it depicts “'what
the status of the church is in the face of an
unevangelized world.”” Without such in-
quiry, Baptists might become “‘complacent
and feel like we're doing quite well."”

*“The Holy Spirit has a greater opportuni-
ty to lead us into needed areas of work
when we have an accurate picture of the
world we live in,"”" Slack said.

The study touched on Bold Mission
Thrust, a 25-year program adopted by
Southern Baptists in 1976 and aimed at
helping every person in the world hear the

gospel by the year 2000.

The original Bold Mission Thrust goal of
5,000 Southern Baptist missionaries by the
year 2000 will be surpassed, according to
projections. The goal has been revised up-
ward to 5,600. Volunteer goals already
have been surpassed.

But reaching Bold Mission Thrust goals
in baptisms, new churches and other
overseas categories is doubtful in light of
current growth rates, the researchers said.
Some 800,000 baptisms per year, for ex-
ample, were envisioned at the outset of
Bold Mission Thrust. But the researchers
project less than 520,000 baptisms for the
year 2000

Recommendations in the report call for
Southern Baptist missionaries and overseas
Baptists to explore ways to achieve 11 per-
cent annual growth in the various
categories instead of the current 6 to 8 per-
cent growth.

The researchers’ findings also reflect lop-
sided global evangelization efforts.

Reviewing statistics from 1986 for mis-
sion work in 104 countries, Maroney and
Slack noted that seven countries accounted
for 78 percent of the increase in churches:

Mays Appointed
Missionaries

Stanley O. and Iva May were among
20 people named missionaries by the
Southern Baptist chlgn Mission Board
Feb. 14 at New
Bridge Church in
Richmond, Va.
The Mays will live
in  Zimbabwe,
where he will be
starting and deve-
loping churches.

Since 1986, he |
has been pastor of
Midway Church in
Melbourne. A na-
tive of Memphis, The Mays
Tenn., May is a graduate of Union
University in Jackson, Tenn., and Mid-
America Seminary in Memphis.

He has served on the staff of churches
in Tennessee and is the former pastor
of First Church, Fisher.

The former Iva Gryner, she is a native
of Mississippi and attended Southern
Baptist College in Walnut Ridge.

The Mays have three children: Jen-
nifer Ruth, Jonathan Owen, and Steven
Jeffrey. The family will go to Rockville,
Va., in March for a seven-week orienta-
uon before leaving for the field.

Brazil, Nigeria, the Philippines, South
Korea, Kenya, Mexico and India.

In five of the “'big seven’ countries—
Brazil, Nigeria, the Philippines, Kenya and
India—100 or more churches were planted.
Ten missionaries were assigned to India at
the time; 752 were working in the other
four countries—an average of 188 per
country.

The remaining 97 countries reported on-
ly 313 new churches. Fifty-five countries
reported no growth or a decrease in chur-
ches. Nearly 1,000 Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries were assigned to those 55 coun-
tries, an average of 18 per country. In 34
countries, a two-year plateau or decline
was evident

Counting all 16,699 churches assisted by
Southern Baptist missionaries in 1986, 51
percent were in Brazil, Nigeria, the Philip-
pines and South Korea. And 22 countries
accounted for 87 percent of all churches.
Meanwhile, 38 countries shared less than
1 percent of the churches.

In 1985, 25 countries accounted for 83
percent of all churches, 89 percent of all
baptisms, 86 percent of all church members
and 88 percent of all Sunday school
members. And 90 percent of all preaching
points, or possible future churches, were
in 25 countries. According to Slack, other
denominations also report much of their
growth in a relatively small number of
countries.

Elsewhere throughout the world, “‘en-
couraging growth cannot be found in
heavily unevangelized countries and heavi-
ly populated areas with the possible excep-

-tion of India,”" the researchers pointed out.
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident houscholds. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of $5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.

Are you
BE moving?
B o Please give us two
cow weeks advance
=k -~ notice. Clip this
; o0 portion with your
mDo old address label,
2= supply new ad-
mo dress below and
2 send to Arkansas
a= Baptist Newsmag-
- azine. P. O. Box
= 0N 552, Little Rock
S 0N : %
S e AR 72203
cc e
=
|
| Name
|
: Street
: City
| State Zip
|
| LS L SR e S - SR = =
Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.99
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Ch of 2dd by individual
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.
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BEIRUT, Lebanon (BP)—The pastor of
Beirut's Mansourich Baptist Church visited
a bedridden man who had sent for him.

The man told the pastor he had found
the way of salvation and wanted to become
a Baptist ‘‘because I want to belong to a
church that does what it says it believes.”

The sick man's only previous contact
with Lebanese Baptists had been through
Maria Daoud, a physical therapist.

Daoud is employed by the Near East Bap-
tist Mission, the organization of 24
Southern Baptist missionaries who were
forced to leave Lebanon by the U.S. State
Department two years ago. Daoud's
ministry is one of many that continue in
Lebanon without the presence of
missionaries.

She goes to the homes of poor people
who cannot afford to pay for therapy and
the severely handicapped who cannot go
to centers where they might get help.

In one house, she tries to persuade a
25-year-old man to look for work he can
do in a wheelchair. Sobhi, who was struck
in the neck by a random bullet just after
getting his degree in engineering, says he
won't leave the house because he can't bear
the pity of others. Daoud tries to interest
him in spiritual books.

In another home, she gives breathing ex-
ercises to Claire, a partially paralyzed
4-year-old, and helps her empty fluid from
her lungs. Sometimes she brings Claire a
special gift—a fresh egg for her dinner. The
child's medicine costs her father half his
monthly salary. Three other children must
be fed. Once Daoud found Claire turning
blue. *'I thought she was dying, but I work-
ed and I prayed and she got better” she
recalls.

She also visits a home for the aged where
she has many patients. One of them is
Nawal, who has multiple sclerosis. Nawal
can't move her arms and barely can talk.
When Daoud finishes Nawal's treatment,
she plugs in a small cassette player, puts the
earphones over Nawal's ears and goes on
to another patient. When she comes back,
Nawal tells her about the Christian message
she has just heard.

Once she told the therapist, “'I found
him."”

Daoud asked, ““Who?"

Nawal replied, “‘Jesus.”

Battles, car bombs, disease and crime
keep adding people to Lebanon's
thousands of handicapped. Various agen-
cies care for them, but the Baptist ministry
is the only one that takes treatment into
their homes and brings the gospel along.

The bedridden man said of Daoud, *‘She
comes with the love of God, and a light
follows her into the room."”

Physical and Spiritual

Daoud once hated her patients. “'The
whole ugliness of war seemed to be mir-
rored in them,”" recounts Southern Baptist
missionary Frances Fuller. "Every day
Maria had to work in a hospital where
many of the patients had been injured by
bullets or artillery shells or car bombs. She
had to try to help them walk again or
sometimes just help them keep breathing.”

Growing up, Dauod’'s own life was
warped by war. An artillery shell killed one
of her closest friends.

Missionary Bill Trimble, who suffered
from ongoing back pain, became one of
her patients in 1984. As Daoud puts it, "'l
gave him my treatment and he gave me
his.”

With her new faith came a new depth of
compassion for patients that now anchors
her ministry. And her work will go on,
whether or not the missionaries return.

Another Country
Joins Force

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay (BP)—Baptists
in Uruguay joined others involved in world
evangelization when they sent two
seminary students as temporary mis-
sionaries to Argentina in December.

Carlos Seoane and Reuben Blanco are the
first missionaries sent out by Uruguayan
Baptists, said Southern Baptist missionary
Wally Poor. They will work with Southern
Baptist missionary Steve Smith and the
churches in the Argentine province of San
Juan. Some of their work in the moun-
tainous province will be in an area where
Southern Baptists provided relief for ear-
thquake victims a few years ago.

Uruguayan Baptists raised about $500 to
support the two missionaries for several
months. Seoane and Blanco will return to
Uruguay in March and report on their
work. Baptist leaders hope the reports will
boost churches’ giving to the missionary
offering enough to fund at least one career
foreign missionary.

German Church to
Celebrate 25th

Fellowship Baptist Church in Mannheim,
West Germany, will be celebrating its 25th
anniversary on June 4. Former pastors,
members, and friends are cordially invited
to send greetings and helpful information
concerning the church. Correspondence
should be addressed to: Rev. Warner
Bumgardner, Mannheim Middle School,
APO New York 09086.
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