
Ouachita Baptist University Ouachita Baptist University 

Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita 

Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, 1995-1999 Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 

4-20-1995 

April 20, 1995 April 20, 1995 

Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_95-99 

 Part of the Christian Denominations and Sects Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the 

Organizational Communication Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, "April 20, 1995" (1995). Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, 1995-1999. 
23. 
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_95-99/23 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine at Scholarly 
Commons @ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, 1995-1999 by an 
authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact 
mortensona@obu.edu. 

https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_95-99
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_95-99?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_95-99%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1184?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_95-99%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/334?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_95-99%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/335?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_95-99%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_95-99/23?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_95-99%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu


of3j 

{II/ARKANSAS 
dflf!J/J BAPTIST 

Volume 94, Number 8 

S~!~.~~~t~ 
during Arkansas Baptists' 1995 Golden 
Age Evangelism Conference, which 
attracted more than 1,000 senior 
adults to Eureka Springs April6-7. 

/lfuslc director Bob Woolley leads 
con[ere11ce partlclpa 11ts at tire Gem of 
the Ozarks T11 eater in Eureka Springs, 
backed by a 200-volce se111or adult choir. 
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BAPTIST STUDENT UNION 

Spring break mission trips 
expand student ministries 
By CoUeen Backus 
A.ul51anl Edllor, Arbnu.s Baptb l 

"Spring break missions trips g ive 
students the opportunity to be involved in 
missions for a brief time, w hen possib ly 
they couldn't give a w hole summer for 
mission ,~ noted Diane Parker, an associate 
in the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
student minisrry department. "Students 
have a lot o f options of what to do on 
spring break - I'm glad that Baptist Student 
Unions gives them the opportunity to do 
something worthw hile and meet needs. ~ 

O ne of the teams that met needs during 
their recent spring b reak was from the 
BSU at the University of Arkansas Medical 
Sciences, unde r the leadership of Diane 
O'Connell. Five students and 17 other 
medical personnel went to Ecuador March 
11 · 18, focus ing o n me dical missio n 
ev:mgclism to native Indians. The team 
was jo ined by five missio naries, two 
Ecuadorian evangelists and five tr-.mslators. 

"We loved the jungle people of northern 
Ecuad o r thro ugh the gift o f medical 
practice and sharing the gospel, ~ said 
O'Connell. An evangelist to children led 
dayt ime serv ic e s a nd ta ug ht c hild 
evangelism to local religio us leaders. A 
gener.ll evangelist led night services, during 
which students shared testimo nies, led 
music and showied the "jesus~ fLim. 

~we we re b lessed to sec many changes 
of heart and salvations," O'Connell said. 
~·n,is opened the door to three villages 
that were closed and very antagonistic to 
the missio narics .... l11cy became open to 
the gospel o nce they saw o ur expressions 
of love." 

The BSU at the University of Fayetteville , 
under the leadership of Lynn Uoyd , sent 
six teams o ut into Arkansas and Oklahoma 
to Baptist children's ho mes and boys' 
facilities. They wo rked w ith the kids, 
he lped w ith work p ro jects and led 
recreation in additio n to holdin g vespers 
for the youngsters and revival services fo r 
house parents. Thirty·five students were 
involved in the mission teams and other 
students participated in a choir tour. 

Bap tist Student Unio n members from 
two different campuses - the Universiry 
of Arkansas at little Rock and Southern 
Arkansas University - found themselves at 
the beach. Both teams went to Panama 
City Beach, Fla., during March . 

The UALR BSU, under the leadership 
of Alan Reed, took nine American and I 0 
inte rnational students w ho concentrated 
o n friendship witnessing and leading Bible 
studies along with showing the ~Jesus~ 

film in the evenings. "The trip was a big 
success, .. noted Reed . "New friendships 
were made and we were able to witness to 
them through Dible study and o ur daily 
Living." 

Southern Arkansas University's BSU, 
under the leadership o f Robert Pinkston , 
took 27 students to the beach. "Our BSU 
studems led eight students to Christ ," 
Pinkston repon ed . 

Students fro m He nd e rson State 
University DSU and the Garland County 
Community College DSU went to 
Mo nterey, Mexico. Mary Kisor, BSU 
d irector at Garland County, repo n ed that 
the students painted and refurb ished a 
church and shared the gospel at a college 
campus and an English school. 
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CHILDREN'S HOMES 

Vision, growth mark Biggs' years of service 
By Russell N. Dilday 
A.noclatc Edllor, Ar luuuu 8apti:!ll 

The retirement of j ohnny Diggs as 
executive director oft he Arkansas Baptist 
Child ren's Homes and F:~ mily Ministries 
will not only herald the end of an era of 
growth and change fo r the agency, but 
will signal the beginning o f a new ministry 
emphasis fo r the agency head. 

Biggs. 57, retircs Apri130 to begin :1 ye t­
to-be-de term ined ministry with senior 
adults. He has served the ADCHFM for 27 
years, including 24 as executive di recwr. 

During his leadershi p, the 
ministry ha g rown fro m the 
Children's Home in Monti· 
cello and two area o ffices to 
a statewide ministry spanning 
2 1 locations , ministering to 
more than 4 .GoO Arkansans 
annuall y and prov iding 
residence space fo r nearly 
600 children and youth each 
year. 

His tem1 o f service w ith 
the agency ~ was the culmina­
tion of a number o f years 
sea rching for God's call , .. 
Biggs noted. 

Prior to coming to the 
agency, Diggs, a grndu:ue o f 
Miss iss ippi College in Clin tOn, se rved as a 
child welfa re worker in L1fayene. La ., and 
as a socia l worke r fo r the Ve terans 
Administratio n Hospital in Atlanta. 

"When I received the invit :ltion to come, 
I knew it was right ," he reca lled. ~ I had 
searched so intently on finding that place 
that God had for me.-

He served as d irecto r of the agency 's 
newly·crea ted lJttlc Rock office from 1968-
70 before being o ffered the executive 
direc to r posi tion. 

"I was overw helmed at the offe r." he 
remembered, "although at that time it was 
only the Children 's Ho me, the Little Rock 
office and the j o nesbo ro o ffice." 

~ I was sca red ," he admitted. "The 
opportuni ty came kind of suddenly ... 

He accepted the position. He was 33 
years o ld . 

During his tenure, AllCI-IFM ministries 
have grown to include six emergency 
receiving homes, a ho me for unwed 
mothers , four additio nal area offices, a 
group home fo r boys and a chemical·free 
ranch for boys who have completed dmg 
treatme nt programs. 

TI1e variety of ministries established 
under Diggs' direct io n indicate the va riery 
of changes in child care du ring his tenure , 
he remarked. 

MOne of the most dramatic changes, " 
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he sa id, .. is the amount of child abuse ... .It's 
hard to talk about. 

"When I first start ed in child welfare, 
protective services was for children who 
were nm going to school or they were: o n 
the st rccts or the)' needed food or clothes, " 
he sa id. MNow it is rea lly to p rotect them 
fro m dea th. 

"It has been that drasti c ofa swing," he 
declared . "Child abuse is such an everyday 
issue w ith us now." 

Assess ing the ministries that have been 
created under his leadership, Biggs said he 
is most proud of the creation of the agency's 
receiving homes in Sherwood, Uttlc: Rock, 

"has been primarily money." 
"We have gone from a $250,000 budget 

in 197 1 to a $2.5 miUion budget in 1994. 
So it has been an ever· increasing need for 
funds, .. he noted. "God has always provided 
thro ugh the gene rosity o f Arkansas 
Baptists. We 've never needed to borrow 
any moOcy. But there 's always that 
struggle." 

David Perry, ne~Iy elected ABCHFM 
executive director, said he believes Biggs' 
greatest contribution has been his "vision 
for the missio n." 

"He has led us to a most unprecedented 
growth in terms of ministry to a variety of 

critical needs that have: arisen 
in our society," Perry said. 

·~s I look backward, 
the thing that I am 
most aware of and 
grateful for is the 
miraculous power of 
God." 

"I count my self blessed to 
have se rved under the 
leadership of j ohnny Diggs," 
he added. "Personally, he has 
been and will be a great men­
tor and a dear personal friend . 
I can ·search the world and 
not ftnd anyone better to work 
with." 

ABCHFM board chairman 
jeff Cheatham, director of -Johnny Biggs 

Retiring director, ABCHFM missions for Arkansas River 
Va lley Associatio n , ag reed 
that Diggs' vision has been 
one of the agency's assets. 

Westfork , Ca mden , Paragou ld and 
Judsonia. The homes offer immediate, 
temporary shelter for abused, abandoned 
and neglected chiJdren, as well as teens 
and battered women. 

~ I think that they give a good 
opportun ity for kids to provide the care 
that they need in an emergency time in 
their lives," he explained. "But it also allows 
those who arc working for the child o r the 
family the time it allows to make a good 
placement . 

~ I used to sec kids w ho had been 
through 12, 13 or 14 foster homes and saw 
w hat it did to them. It wrecked them; 
it mined them. We felt like lf the kids had 
the o pportunity on the front end to be 
placed, any time of day or night , it would 
help ." 

Diggs said the emergency receiving 
ho mes a lso provide c hurc he s and 
assoc iations an opportunity to join with 
the agency in providing care. "Some have 
built houses, some have bought houses 
and o ne helps to rent a house," he pointed 
out. 

ADCHFM ministries also have grown to 
include Promise House in ElDorado, which 
provides a residence for unwed pregnant 
teenagers as an alternative to abortion. 

Diggs sa id the greatest struggle that the 
ministry has faced during his leadership 

"When j ohnny came to the Arkansas 
Baptist Children's Home 27 years ago as a 
social worker, God knew what He had 
planned for this agency and had him chosen 
to do the job, " Cheatham said. "With his 
leadership and spiritual vision he brought 
a dimension to child care that won the 
respect of Arkansas Baptists in the pulpit 
and the pew." 

Biggs expressed grati tude to Arkansas 
Baptists "for encouragement and desire to 
be an ann of the church reaching out . 
They have been our dependable prayer 
base and suppo rt base. It 's been a great 
partnership in missions for us." 

Looking toward the future, Diggs said 
he plans 10 remain in the Little Rock area, 
working in senior care ministries. "I'm not 
sure where it will be, but I am planning to 
stay in the area ," he said. 

"As I look backward, the thing that J 
am most aw:a rc of and grateful for is 
the mirac ulous power o f God ," Diggs 
affirmed. 

"It 's just incredible that so many things 
have happened overt he years to enable us 
10 move fro m door to door, step to step 
and I didn 't o rchestra te it ," he added. "Day 
after day, situatio n after situation, we've 
seen the power of God to work in the lives 
and situatio ns o f people to accomplish His 
will." 
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vou·LL 
BE GLAD 
TO KNOW Jill 

By DON MOORE 
ABSC Executive Director 

Those who read the Arkansas 11aptist 
Newsmagazfuc regularly lcamcd from the 
last issue that I plan to retire no t later than 
Feb. 29. 1996. In that announccmc m I 
tried to share with Ark:lnsas Oaptists how 
much I appreciate the love and support 
they have given throughout these 13 yc:trs. 
I can only pr.1isc God and thank both you 
and the Lord for these fmitful yc:~rs. 

But ~ the c:1W goes o n. While the call to 
a different ministry is prominent in nl)' 

spiril, the shape it \Villtakcisstill unknown 
to me. It is not a call to less hut to more. It 
is a call that will h:1vc mo re o f a kingdom 
focus than a onc·st;~t c focus. The call docs 
not free me from commitment to the 
wclfarcofourchurchcs. l hope to continue 
to be of help to our churches. 

The call will not require less f:1ith, less 
commitment nor less risk . 111cre is little 
room for real spiritual growth when risk is 
removed. In fact , a pan o f the joy o f this 
decision is fo und in pushing o ut fro m the 
safe bounds o f regular cmplorment to the 
uncen:rin WOlters of no :1ssignmcnt, no 
responsibility and no accountability. ll1is 
would all be very frightening except fo r 
theassur'.tncc God has given rh:u I Je h:1s an 
assignment thatllcwill reveal tome in I lis 
time. Whatever it may be, I now cmbr.ICC 
it as an opponuniry fo r God to manifest 
Himself. Until then I :un committed to 
helping Arkansas B:tptist churches be the 
greatest the)' can possibl)' be fo r I lis glory. 
My greatest concern is th:u we all be saved 
from frustratio n and futile religious activity 
by God sending a rcvi\•al :1nd awakening. 

God has already "loaded m)' wagon. ~ 1 
urge nt I)' need rour prayers as I represent 
you in three arenas in the ncar future : May 
22·24 preaching at a regio nal Fresh 
Enco unter in Jackson, Miss.; June 3·5 
ministering to the missio n:1ries in Senegal 
(West Africa) where spiritual o ppression 
has dominated I he area for rears; July 9·14 
preaching to I ,000 leaders from some I 6 
countries who serve churches in the 
European Baptist Convention. Each o f 
these calls for divine en:rbling. Could 1 
count o n you to be a co·lahorcr with the 
Lord in these? ·n1ank you! Prar right now! 
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RONNlE ROGERS 

President's Corner 

Covenant for a New Centt;Iry: 
ThenewSBC 

Everyone seems to agree that some 
restructuring of the Southern Baptist 
Conven tion is needed in o rder to 
become mo re efficient and effective in 
evangelizing o ur present world which 
is quite different th:m the world when 
the SDC began in 1845. Maybe all will 
sec some aspect that they \vould have 
recommended somewhat differently, 
and there is surcl)' room for discussion. 
However, we must not let details and 
inconsequential preferences w1.1p us 
in red tape which could become the 
burial shroud for the SDC. I would like 
to commend the Program and Structure 
StUd)' Commillcc for: 

I. ·rheir work :rnll courage to o ffer a 
restructuring of tht· SBC which will 
01llow us to charge into the 2 1st century 
rather than meandering into it. 

2. Demo nstrating the kind o f 
cour:tgcous leadership thC)' call for in 
the "Covenant for a New Century." 

3. Not bringing a doom and gloom 
repo rt that the dar o f deno minations is 
over, but r:nhera str.negyon how to be 
o n the cutting edge of evangelism and 
ministry in the 2 1st century. 

4. Not avoiding the ro ugh issues and 

decisions which would have produced 
me rei)' a wordy :md flowery repo n ; this 
wo uld have required equal work to 
implement, but would not have sub· 
st:llltially altered the status quo, leaving 
us with only a refashio ned but not more 
efficient and effective SBC. 

5. Producing a work whose very 
essence evidences an enormous invest­
ment of research. time, dialogue and 
prayer. 

6. Recommending a change from 
p rogram assignmen ts to ministry 
assignm ents. 

"JlJe sue would have gone the way of 
the other denominatio ns if we had not 
had the courage and spiritual fonitudc 
ro adtlress our rheological aberrances. 
With th:u same cour.~ge and renaciry, 
we must face the organizational needs 
of our convention. 

The proposed restructuring will 
enable us to be known in the next 
millennium as the denomination that ts 
rather than the denomination that was. 

Ronnie Rogers, pastor of Lakeside 
Church in Hot Springs, is president of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conventio n. 

Personal perspectives 
"When l first started In child welfare, protective services was for children 
who were not going to school or t11ey were on the streets or they needed 
food or clothes. Now it is really to proJect 1hem from dealh. It has been 
I hat drastic of a swing." 

- johnny Biggs, retiring executive director, 
Arkansas Baptist Children's Homes anti Family Mltllstrles 

"There are enough of you here to shake the Slate of Arkansas for Christ and 
you must not let your age become a factor in your witnessing 

opponunities. w -jack Stantm1, keynote speaker, 
Arkansas Bapt/.st Golden Ago ErJangellsm Coriference 

"Are you ready 1osay no to peer pressure, use the 'amazinggrnce' of God's 
love and say, 'Yes, Lord, send me'?" 

-Debbie Moore, SBCforclgn missionary to Liberia; 
kcytJote speaker, Arkansas Bnpttst Acteens Encout~ter 
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Troubling statement 
It was very distressing to me to read of 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
president Albert Mohler firing his dean of 
the Carver School o f Social Work. 
Especially troubling was his statement that 
"the culture o f social work and the culture 
of theological education arc not con· 
gruent." Theology and spiritual values need 
to be in dialogue with counselors, social 
workcrsandothcrmcnL'll hcaJth providers. 

It would certainly appear to me that 
president Mohler is o ut of step w ith the 
founding fathers of the seminary and the 
past presidents of the school who saw no 
apparent conflict between these two 
disciplines. The ministry of social work 
seems to be to be an embodiment o f j esus' 
words in Matthew 25:31-46 where He 
talks a6out giving food and drink to the 
hungry and thirsty, clothing the need y, 
visiting the sick and priso ners. 

Presidem Mo hler's decisio n is another 
blatam attack on women in minisuy and 
how wo men arc devalued by our current 
denominational leadership. This is another 
sad day in the life of this Southern Baptist 
chaplain who has loved and served our 
denominatio n fo r over 46 years. 

Alan Tyson 
Corporate Chaplain, Hudson Foods 
Rogers,AR 

Restructuring is vital 
It is my privilege to serve as a member 

of both the Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee, and its committee 
onprogramandstructure. It was only after 
long hours of prayer and deliberation that 
our chairman, Mark Brister, presented our 
report to the Executive Commiuec in 
Febnmry. Since then, I have been surprised 
at the misinfom1ation that has issued fro m 
various sources concerning pur rcpon . 

Our goal throughout the process was 
to refocus our convention's efforts on the 
Great Commissio n mand~ue we have been 
given by jesus Christ. Frankly, strc:1mlining 
the bureaucracy is a necessary step in that 
process. lithe convention adopts the plan, 
the numberofouragcncies will be reduced 
from 19 to 12.1l1is wHI result in a significant 
savings to the Cooperative Program, which 
means that we will be able to place mo re 
of our resources in o ur missions enter· 
prises, r:uher than in a deno minational 
bureaucracy. Perhaps all of the programs 
we arc seeking to eliminate or consolidate 
have value. However, manyofthem arc, at 
best, p<:ripheral to our primary mission. 

The continued role of the Wo man's 
Missionary Union appears to be a matter of 
great concern. Please be assured that our 
committee's repo rt did not :1ddress that 
question In any way. ·n1e WMU is, :md w ill 
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PERSPECTIVE 

LETTERS 
TO THE 

EDITOR 
continue to be, an auxiliary to the con­
vention. In fact, we honored the WMU's 
request that it remain an auxiliary. It can 
continue to provide missions education 
and mission o ffering promotio n, in 
cooperation with the mission boards. 

Finally, it is unfortunate that there has 
been a suggestion made that because the 
committee was composed of~white, Anglo 
men from large churc hes .. that it is 
somehow disqualified from adequately 
presenting a vision for the future to the 
SBC. That sounds more like the language 
of corporate and governmental America 
than that o f the Church. Surely we can 
move beyond quotas and characteriz.1tions 
based on race and gender. This was not a 
pro blem in the first century Church 
(Galatians 3:28) and should not be for us. 

RexM. Terry 
Fort Smith, AR 

Keep the message pure 
Southern Baptists must never surrender 

the purity of the gospel message. I believe 
that this is the charge that the Lo rd provides 
in Leviticus 19:19, which states, ~Thou 

shalt not sow4t!lY field w ith mingled seed ... 
·n1e 2S·page document , "Evangelicals 

and Catholics Together: The Christian 
Mission in the1l1ird Millennium~ (ECI), is 
a direct challenge to the puriry o f the 
gospel message. ll1is document is flawed 
from its title. What is the Christian missio n 
during the next 1,000 years?TI1e Christian 
missio n fo r the third millennium is that 
same Christian mission which has been 
held for the past two mille nnia. TI1at 
missio n is to share the gospel with every 
person. Should we be together o n this mis­
sion withanygroupthat preaches another 
gospel? We should not even infer it. 

Whatever may be said on the inside of 
this document c:m never justify the title 
placed on the outside. TI1e C.1tholic Church 
teaches that a person is born again when 
they arc baptized as an infant. It teaches 
that we must keep the IO commandments 
to obtain salvation. It teaches that we must 
perforn1 good works to merit heaven. "Ibis 
is clearly a perverted gospel. 

1l1e ECr document is not just some 
insignificant piece of liter.Hure. It is a 
direct challenge to the good news of the 
gospel. Salvation is o nly by grace through 
fa ith in the precious shed blood of jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness o f our sins- not 
thro ugh our own works. His resurrection 

is proof that the price was paid in full . May 
Southern Baptists never pervert that 
message. Be ready to give a clear present a· 
tion o f the gospel should the confus ion of 
the ECf document ever cross your path. 
The gospel is the greatest message in all 
the earth. Share it with someone today. 

Wyndham Cook 
SBC Home Mission Board trustee 
Magnolla,AR 

Power vs. purity 
In the january 26 issue oftheArkausas 

Baptist Newsmagazine, state convention 
president Ronnie Rogers lists the ways 
God is blessing the work of ourconvention, 
especially mentioning the number of 
church stans and baptisms on our mission 
fields. He credits these results to the ~battle 
for doctrinal purityw in o urconvcntion. He 
then states that his ~ brothers" have not 
supporte d o ur home and foreign 
missionaries thro ugh the Cooperative 
Program because of ~ liberal influence." 

I am one of the missio naries who helped 
start some of those churches and baptized 
some of the people in that total. I can think 
of no positive influe nce the battle had on 
these results. On the contr-Jry, I can only 
wonder what the totals might have been 
if Rogers' brothers had been supporting 
us during this time. The credit fo r these 
results should go to the churches and • .., 
pastors that supported us, and to our home · 
and foreign mjssionarics. 

Rogers sars the battle for doctrinaf 
purity "eventuates in mo re people being 
saved." Unfonunately it has been a battle 
for power, not purity. The true results arc 
seen in o ur own SBC, not on the mission 
fields. For the I 0-year period ending in 
1993, the SBC had the lowest total baptisms 
for any 1 0-year period since the 1940s. CP 
gifts during recent yea rs have e ither 
increased slightly o r decreased. The facts 
say the battle for power has resulted in 
fewer people being saved and less money 
being given to missions. 

There has been no liberal influence to 
prevent Rogers' brothers from supporting 
us. lfyou base your judgment on methods, 
results and theology, there is no missions 
organiz..1tion that deserves the suppo rt of 
Southem Baptists mo re than our own 
mission boards. ll1is was as true 10 or 20 
years ago as it is today. 

I would say the same thing to the 
supporters of the CooperJtive Baptist 
Fellowship I say to Rogers' brothers. Our 
missionaries arc doing the same things 
today with the same integrity we have 
done in the past. Do not be deceived by 
false accusatio ns. 

Ron West 
Southern Baptist missio nary 
Taichung, Taiwan 
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SENIOR ADULTS 

Senior adults challenged 
to be faithful witnesses 
By Millie Gill 

'lhc ur~cnt need for Arkansas Baptist 
scnioradults to stre ngthen thcirwitncssing 
arena was highlip.htcd during the 1995 
Go lden Age Evangelism Conference held 
April 6·7 in Eureka Sprin~. 

'l11c I ,002 partic ipants wen; to ld that 
465,000 senior adultS live in Arkansas, 
rcpn.:S<.:nting 19 pcrccnt of the state 's 
po pulatio n . Paul McClung, Ark:lnsas 
Baptist State Conventio n evangelism 
department <~ssociatc, added that Southern 
Baptis t !lo me Missio n Board s tatistics 
indicate 60 percent of thosc senio r adults 
have no church rd:uionship. 

Mit concerns mc that 200,000 senior 
adults living in thisst:t tc have no t received 
the gospel o f )~:sus Christ , H McClung 
declared. Min fac t, it h:lS so perturbed me 
that I want to share some convic tio ns with 
you w hich I hope w iJI become a ch:Uicnge 
to )'OU to seck o ut and find lost senio r 
adults in your community. R 

McClung emphasized the need for 
p articipan ts to make God visible to 
everyo ne they come in contact with, to 
lea rn h ow to sh are the gospe l :and build 
significant rdationships, to build stro ng 
pr.1yer ministries, to hold mid·<.l:ty senio r 
aduh revivals and to expand senio r :u.Jult 
ministril:s. 

MThose of )'OU he re h:tvc :1 strong fai th , 
a testimo ny o ffaith and a love of Jesus. R he 
noted. ~Therefore, I cha lle nge you to 
immedi:ltcl)' bq:in to share this salvation 
messag~.: and r~.:ach o ur statt:'s lost senio r 
adult popul:1tio n fo r Christ. 

Ml want to partner wilh you, thc most 
loyal and fait hful Southern Baptists wc 
have.: in the country, :tnd assis t you in any 
way that I 10an in your o utreach methods, ft 

McClung concluded. MAs you rc:1ch out, 
we will sec God do wonderful and 
mir.aculo us thin~. H 

State evangelism depanmcnt director 
Clarence Shell no ted that he h ad en· 
visio ned an evangcli.'im ministry to senior 
adults a number o f years ago. llc voiced 
appreciation fo r the respo nse to s uch a 
visio n and e ncour.1gcd participants to 
become involved in Msharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ. ft 

Guest speaker Jack St;1nto n. directo r of 
the Inte rnatio nal lnstinnc o f Evangel ism 
at Southwest Uaptist Univcrsiry in Bolivar, 
Mo., emphasiZed th:u Mthcrc arc t:noug.h 
of you he re to shake the state o f Arkansas 
for Christ and you must no t let your age 
become a fac to r in your witnessing 
opportunit ies. 
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Keynote speaker jack Stanton challenged 
Arkansas Baptist seuforadult.'i to "shake 
th f! state of Arkat~sasfor Cl1rist." 

"As senior adults )'Oll have seen God's 
tr.1nsfom1ing and mir.tc ulo us power,- he 
continucd. -share this through pho ne calls. 
letters, words o f encour.agcmcnt, visits 
and special ministries such as scrvin~ as 
b:~.bysitters o r away·from·home ~r.tnd· 
p:m.:nts. ~ 

Stanto n , sh a ring his transfo rming 
s alvatio n from the streets of cast St. Lo uis 
10 sc..: rvicc fo r God, stated that every born· 
again be licvcrh:sd lx:cn called tosh:sre the 
good ncws o f Jesus Chris t. M A thrce·day· 
o ld Christian , not a pastor o r a Sunday 
School teache r, w:L"i the one who cared 
enough to explain God's love to :t' 'bad 
street kid, ft he said. 

-God wants your avail::ability for wit· 
ncssing to all people witho ut prejudice, " 
he added . "Jcs us paid it ;til fo r all people . 
lie paid the price to make a some bod)' o ut 
of a nobod y. You must go o ut :1nd stir the 
conscience o f o thers so they too can share 
this marvd o us message .- . 

Preaching from John 4:4·20. Stanton 
cha ll cngcd the senio r adults to make 
tlle msc.:lvesavaibblt: to share the gospel in 
a simple way and to st ir the conscience o f 
those with whom they share.: in o rder to 
help t r.a nsfom1 a whole town. "Jesus soup,ht 
out the woman of Samaria , llc made 
llimsclf availablc to her, spoke to he r in a 
simple way, s tirrcd her conscience and 
used her as the key to tr.tnsfo mling a 
whole town, R he expl:ained. MYou also w ill 
do this as you let God usc you." 

O the r conference features included a 
testimOn)' from Joh n Cothren , a 95·year· 

o ld member of Triniry C hurch in 
Texarkana. Cothren shared that although 
he had failed the Lord many times, God 
has neverfuiled him. Ml am so grateful that 
God loves me despite my sho rtcomings 
and I pr.aisc Him for using me in a musical 
ministry ... he said. "Let Him also usc you.-

Cothren expressed apprec iatio n to 
Arkansas BaptistS for reaching out and 
invo lving senior adults. Ml think it is o ne of 
the mos t wonderful things that has 
happef'led in our state . I hope and pray 
that we continue to grow to the po int it 
will be difficult to find a place large enough 
to accommodate us.-

Bo b WooiiC)'. rct.in.:d music department 
d irec to r for the Missouri Baptist Con· 
vcntion, directed mus ical sessio ns. In 
addition to tr.1ditional music, his MLightcn 
Your Heart~ compositio ns provided an 
added dimension o r fun through laughter. 

Hill Can:try, pasto r o f Mo unt Vernon 
Church in Faulkner Associatio n, was the 
featured soloist. Ous drivers and senior 
adult leaders presented s pcci:tl music in 
the Thursday afternoon session and the 
Friday morning sessio n featured a ukulele 
band from Park Place Church in Hot 
Springs. Ouachita Baptist University retired 
proft.'SSOrs Paul Hom, lbymo od Coppcn· 
ger, He rman Sandefur a nd Thurman 
Watson participated in both sessions. 
Othe rs assisting were Peggy Pearson, 
accompanis t . and G len Ennes. music 
coordinator. both associates in thc AOSC 
church music ministries department. 

'll1e '111u rscJa}' evening event featun.:d 
Donnie Sneed and Friends in a country 
musical performance. 

Hespo nsc to requests and challe nges 
from speakers included plans by senior 
adult coordinator DorothY Fuller from First 
Church in Blytheville to return home and 
plan a senio r adult revival, lau nch a music 
ministry and encou rage members to 
become more involvcd in personal 
witnessing. 

l-la rold Diffie, pasto r o f Ncw Lo ndo n 
Church , and his wife. Glo ria, sa id they 
plan to begin a pe rsona l witnessing 
program. Scvcr.tl mcmberso fFirst Church 
in Par.tgo uld said they plan to do more.: 
personal witnessing as well as continuing 
their ministeries to "geriatric church 
members .. through trips to the docto rs, 
assisting with daily ro utines and grocery 
sho pping. 

McClung sa id he also has received 
requests from Grand Avenue Church in 
Fort Smith, First Church in Cotter and 
Trinity Church in Texarkana to assist in 
expanding their senio r adult outreach 
efforts. 

' l11c t996conferc nce hasbec..:n planned 
fo rAprill l · l2:u First Church in Springdale. 
Progr.1m perso nalities wiU include Jerry 
Clo wer, Marge Cald well and Dick Baker. 
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ACTEENS 

Acteensfrom throughout Arkansas were recog,fzed durlt~g a special ceremo"y for complettng Acteen StudfAct requirements. 

Acteens encouraged to 'B the 1' at Encounter 
ByMilllcGIIl 
Ex«Uth-c Assl!itllnl. Arbns;u Bapll!il 

The annual Arkansas Baptist Actccns 
Encounter held recently at Park Hill Church 
in Nonh Liulc Rock led to Jifc·changing 
commitments fo r many o f the young 
people attend ing. 

Arkansas Woman 's Missionary Union 
sponsored the two·day "U D the I" Actccns 
event which auractcd more than 890 
participants. State Actccns dircctor Angela 
Lowe coordin~ucd the event. 

Debbie Moore, who will return May 17 
to the foreign mission field of liberia afte r 
furloughing in Hope, asked participants if 
they were ready to leave the encounter 
and become the ones God wan ted them to 
be in missio n service, w hether in their 
hometown, in the state, in the nation o rin 
the world . 

"I heard the l o rd calling and saying, 
'Who will go?' and I said , 'Here I am, l o rd , 
send me,·~ Moore declared.~ Arc you ready 
to say no to peer p ressure, use the 'amazing 
grace ' of God's love and say, 'Yes, l o rd , 
send me '?"' 

Responses to the call included Acteens 
making profess ions of faith in Christ and 
commit ments to miss ion service. 

Retired home mi ss io nary Mildred 
McWhorter, in a dialogue sessio n with 
state Actecn panelists, urged Acteens to 
~ be the o nes" to minister to a vast field of 
those dying because of drug and alcohol 
abuse, moral problems and broken homes. 
~ I chaiJcnge you to look around you and 
find people who arc lost and te ll them 
about Jesus ," she said. 

Panelists were Rebecca Ga tes ofSecond 
Church in El Dorado, EmiJy Goode o f First 
Church in Benton, Shanna Hunnicut of 
Central First Southern Church in Lavaca 
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:md Brandy Ussery of Calvary Church in 
Paragould. 

Sarah Ke ller, asenio rat'Ouachita Baptist 
University and :1 fo rmer national and state 
Acteens panelist, re flected on the influence 
of Actcens in her life. She recalled her 
work as an Activa tor at Hope Migrant 
Miss ion Centerand her travels as a panelist. 

Keller also shared the joys of current ly 
serving as :m Actecns le:tdcr for Second 
Church in Arkadelphia. "It is so exciting to 
be in the role o f equipping and training 
girls as others did fo r me," she exclaimed. 
UThcy arc showing the same fears and 
excitement th:u I d id ,· but now I can share 
with them the fact that I would not be 
what I am if it were not for missions 
education through Acteens ... 

Affim1ing her mother, Sandra Kelle r o f 
Brinkley; her Acteens leader, Sandra 
Kemmer ofDrinkley; state director lowe; 
and Sandy Wisc.Jom·Martin for the roles 
they have played in her I O·ycar Acteens 
ca ree r , Ke ller concluded by urgi ng 
participants to open up their lives to God 
and allow Him to usc them in His service. 

Another highlight oft he encounter was 
the recognition o f Michelle Wright , a 
member of Gcre r Springs First Church in 
little Rock, for her completio n o f work 
required to receive an Acteens Citation. 
State WMU execut ive directo r Julia Ketner 
sa id requirements fo r th is hono r include 
completion of all other Studiact levels, 
discovering and develo ping skills in 
communicating the gospel and leading 
the church to greater missions awareness . 

Wrigh t, a highschool senior, completed 
325 hours of se rvice for this award with 
projects that included designing a lcanct 
encouraging high school seniors to join 
a Baptist Young Wo men organization after 
grad uati o n , ass is tin g he r c hurc h 's 

childrcn'sministcrwithsummeractivities, 
and designing and completing a miss ions 
achievement projec t with fo ur local high 
schools to .meet speci fic com munity 
missions needs. 

Also recognized were 150 who had 
completed various StudiAct requirements. 
Acteens fro m Gle nda le Chu rch in 
Booneville, lonoke Church, First Church 
in Paris and Temple Church in Searcy 
received Friend·to-Friend recognition certi· 
ficates for their cffo n s in establishing new 
Actccn organizations in Hackett Church, 
First Church of Augusta , First Church of 
Branch and First Church of Judsonia . 

Other encounter activities included 
th e me interpretatio ns , co nfe re nce 
sessions, missionary prayer calendars and 
music led by John Hicks from the host 
church. 

Furloughing missionary Debbie Moore 
urged Acteens to f ollow God's call. 
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ARKANSAS BAPTISTS 

Children's Homes leader urges 
Baptists to "beco:J;Ile involved" 

Chall e nging Arkansas Ba ptis ts to 
become ac tive in the ministri es of the 
Arkansas Baptist Children's Homes and 
Famil y Mini stries, Dav id Pe rry sa id 
churches, organi7.:1tio nsorindividuals wean 
be invo lved in our ministries throughout 
the year in a variety of ways through several 
missions action opportunities." 

'I11c ADCI·IFM. an agency o ft he Arkansas 
Baptist State Conventio n, is a statewide 
ministrycncompassing211ocations, minis· 
tcring to more than 4,600 people annually 
and providing residence space for nearly 
(,00 children and you th each year . 

It s ministri es include the Ark:m sas 
Baptist Children 's Home in Mont icello, 
the BO}'S Ranc h (fo r bo ys who have 
comple ted substance abuse programs) in 
!Iarri son , Pro mise Ho use (fo r unwed 
mot hers) in El Dorado. six Emergency 
Receiving Homes and fi ve area o ffi ces. 

Pe rry , the ABCHFM 's directo r o f 
program ami s t:1ff de velopme nt and 
executive directo r-elec t, sa id the large 
scope of the agency's ministries requires 
a large scope of involvement from con­
cerned D:tptists. lie said a top prio rity of 
the ABCHFM is its sponsorship program . 

""l11c sponsorsh ip program involves 
individuals , churc hes, businesses and 
org:tni za tionssuch as Woman's Missionary 
Unions :tnd Sunday School classes in 
contributing to the quali ty child care of an 
indi\"idual child o r ADCJ-JFM program .~ 

Perry saitl gift s to the sponsorship 
program "can even he tailo red to be used 
for specific reasons, such :ts clo thing, 
:1llowanccs. summcr c:1mp orunbudgeted 
cmcrgcnq • needs . ~ 

I lc also suggested churches o r groups 
ca n hold a poundi ng-with individuals 
dona ting a pound of a food ite m- for an 
ABCIIFM residence ministry . ~our homes 

and cottages need everything that the 
typical family needs, only multiply it by 
the IS different loca tions we have through 
our nine programs,~ he sa id. 

wone church connected a pounding 
with a talent show which had an entrance 
fcc of a pound of a food item,~ he recalled. 
w Anotherchurch held a men's cake baking 
contest with an entry fcc offood items and 
other needs.~ 

Perry said o the r ways to become 
involved in ADCHFM ministries include: 

• Work projects. "We've had groups 
do everything from build corrals to sod the 
Rainbow House lawn in Sherwood , ~ he 
explained. w111C biggest example of this is 
a church group from Tyler, Texas, w hich 
built an equest rian center. A Church in a 
Day group took the roof off of the Sonshine 
House in Little Rock and replaced it with 
a new roof in one day. 

~one oft he best projects we have is the 
Potato Pa tch Ministry w ith Woodland 
Heights Church in !Iarrison, ~ Perry noted. 
' l11e ministry has donated more than 40,000 
pounds of potatoes to the agency. 

•Educational opportunities. ~ Lea rning 
about an area of our ministry is a positive 
project," he said. ""l11is could include one 
of our staff as a guest speaker , a visit to a 
f:1ciHty o r a report to a church .~ 

• Establish a ~ mi ssi ons corne r ~ or 
collection box fo r it ems such as paper 
products, school supplies or canned goods. 

• Plan your own project. "Become 
acquainted wit h a facility that is most 
conve nient to }'OU," Perry suggested. 
~ Dr:1in s t om1 with staff from that facility 
about needs and ge t some ideas about 
what othcrchurchesorgroups ha\"C done. 
Finally, fit it to your own capabilities and 
interests. With facilit ies loca ted all over 
the state, it is easy to do that. " 

Disaster relief training set for june 3 
Members of Arkansas Baptist Men will 

g:nher june 3 for di s:1stcr feeding training 
:11 lmm:1 nucl Church in Little Rock. 'l11e 
tr:1ining. sponsored by the Arkansas Baptist 
State Com•e ntion Bro the rhood dcp:lrt · 
mcn t, will begin :u 9a .m. and end at 3 p.m. 

Department associa te Ronnie O'Neal 
sa id the train ing is fo r American RcU Cross 
mass feed ing certifica tion. ~ nle training 
w ill allow parti ci pant s to ge t the ir 
certi fica tion fo r the feeding unit, ~ he 
explained. "To receive certification, you 
have to be under Red Cross o rientation . 

"The cert ifica tion is important ," O'Neal 
slrcssed. ~vou have to be cert ifi ed and 
know how the un it works to be effec t ive~ 

in responding to di s:lster needs. 
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Participants w ill tr.1in on the ADSC 
Bapt ist Men's. new 48-foot tractor trailer 
feeding unit . "We will give demonst r:11 ions 
on the new unit , which can tum out up to 
20,000 meals per day," O'Neal sa id. "We 
also will have simulations in cooking and 
preparat ions of cambros (insulated food 
deli very con t ainers) . ~ 

The program w ill feature Baptist Men 
leaders O'Neal and Ed Lauderdale and Red 
Cross mass care director Dave Townsend. 

"lllere is no cost fo r the tr:1ining. Lunch, 
prepared at the feeding unit , will be 
provided. 

For more information, contact O'Neal 
al the A.llSC Brotherhood office; phone 
50 1·376-479 1, ext. 5158. 

+~A 
Seminars to teach 
Christian money 

management " 
Urging Arkansas Baptists to "learn 

how to manage your resources 
Wisely," James Walker Invited c 
panidpation In five arc:a Live WiSely , 
Seminars to be hel.d May !,'?-}9 . 
Walker, director of the Arkansas 
ll:iptist Stat< Convenllonstew.u:dsliip/ 
annuity department, S:Jid the seminars 
will help individuals leam the basics 
of money management. 

"This is vecy basic infonnation to 
help panlcipants learn how to manage 
their resources," he explained. ~It's 
basic, but many people do not know 
how to manage their resources 
adequately." 

Walker said the curriculum for the 
seminars will be Jed by Lc:e Davis of 
the Southern Baptist Stewardship 
Commission and author of Five Steps ;,; 
to Successful Money Management 
and In Chnrge: Managing .MotJeyfor 
Olrlsttan Living. 

"Lee Davis bas gone through the 
experience (of debt) himself," Walker 
noted. "He and his wife were in debt 
for 21 years and came to the 
conviction that he was I}Ot a good 
steward by continually abusing 
credit." 

Walker said participants ?{ill 
explore c lements of ~oney 
management during the semi~. 
including scning goals, dctennining 
inco me , evaluating expenses , 
eStablishing a spending plan and 
keeping accura.te financial rcco~. 

The seminars will be held May 15 
at Ry< Hill Church In Fort Smith at 7 
p .m.; May 16>tFirstChurchinA1mtra 
ar7 p .m.; May 17 at Second Church In 
Conway at 9 a.m.; ~y 18 at Mount 
carmel Chur<h In cabot at 4:30p.m.; 
and May 19 at Nettleton Church in 
Jonesboro at 9 a.m. 

Emphasizing that the semjnars arc: 
for "anyone," Walker specifically 
urged "people in their30s" to attend 
because "It Is better to have thls 
infom1ation on rhe front end than the 
bade end." 

lllcre is no cost for the seminars. 
PartkipantswtUreceivetheF/veStep$ 
to Successful Money Management 
workbook for attending. 

For more information, contact 
Walker at the ABSC stew:u:dslilp/ 
annuity department; phon< 501-376-
4791, eXt. 5114 .. 
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PRISON MINISTRIES IN ARKANSAS 

'An expression of love' 
ABSCfunded chaplains minister- to prison inmates, families, staff 
By Russell N. Dilday 
AHoc:la1c Edllor, ArkaMa;JB:'Ipd.•n 

Arkansas Baptists support missions in 
many unique ways, bUl one effort stands 
out among 311 Southern Baptist ministries: 
Arkansas is the on ly state Baptist 
convention to financially support the ir 
own prison chaplains. 

Marion Reynolds, an associate in the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conventio n missions 
department, said there arc currently two 
full-time chaplains and two pa rt-time 
chaplains supported by the convention. 

Arkansas Baptists , he explained, 
"provide the funding , including salary and 
benefits, for these chaplains. They arc 
employees of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, but they work under the 
control of the administration oft he Arkan· 
sas Department of Corrections. ~ 

Explaining the philosophy of the 
chaplaincy program , Reynolds no ted , 
"Chaplains arc the expression of love and 
concern for inmates on the part of Arkansas 
Baptists. They arc there fo r that reason. 

"It's easy to say, ''They've messed up 
and they have w recked thei r lives. Too 
bad,' but Arkansas Baptists have not done 
that . We have not stopped loving them 
and we have not stopped seeing them as 
potentials for the Lord 's Kingdom. That 's 
the heart of Southern Daptist c haplaincy. 
our love-gift to them. 

'A special heart' 
"To me, it says the ADSC has had people 

caUed to service w ho have had a special 
heart for the predicament of inmates and 
given them the opportunity to minister 
and evangelize the prison population in 
Arkansas. 

"We haven 't abandoned their families, 
eit he r,~ he added, noting that chaplains 
"have a great ministry to the families of 
inmates and the staff of prisons." 

Herb Holley directs the c haplaincy 
program for the Arkansas Department of 
Corrections. He sa id that by fundin g 
additional chaplains, the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention is "meeting needs that 
otherwise couldn't be met because of 
financial and other considerations. It 's 
giving to us a service that the state is not 
paying for." 

Holley said the additional chaplains 
supported by Baptists all ows ADC 
chaplains to multiply their ministry among 
Arkansas ' 9,069 inm::ues in IS units. "Right 
now the ABSC has a name with the ADC 
and they are well ·rccognizcd in the 
department.~ 
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Holly added that the state convention 
"is known for chaplaincy. The first chaplain 
in the state was Southern Baptist. Of 17 
full·t ime chaplains in the state , nine arc 
Southern Baptist. ~ 

IN ARKANSAS 
Third in a five-part series 

"When I found out 
that we were the 
only state convention 
that sponsors state 
chaplains ... / was 
very happy that 
Arkansas has that 
level of caring. We 
do a vital service." 

-Marion Reynolds 
Chaplaincy associate 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

Reynolds emp hasized that the 
c haplaincy ministry is integral to the 
rehabilitation process of prisons. ~ Eighty 
percent of inmates arc repea ters , so within 
a fairly shan ti me they wiU be back in. 

"It is a drab, chaotic , hellish environ· 
ment that (inmates) livc in ,~ he explained. 
"You hear of the hotel·like environment , 
but I haven't seen that. 

~ , just sec pent·up human beings that 
have been deprived of their freedom,~ 
Reynolds said. "It 's fo ra just cause; they're 
criminals. But in the process, they arc 
thrown in with people who know more 
tricks and games, who know morewaysof 
being evil than they would have thought 
of on thcirown. lt 'sa univers ity for learning 
crime . ~ 

Reynolds sa id funds used to pay the 
AUSC cha plains arc a combination of 
receipts from the Cooperative Program 
and Dixie Jackson Offering fo r State 
Missions. 

ABSC missions department director 
Jimmy Barrentine said funds that the 
department eam1arks for chaplaincy and 
church extension make up half of the 
department 's budget. 

'Vital service' 
~ It takes everything we can scrape 

together, :. Reynolds emphasized. ''I'm 
proud of that. When I found out that we 
were the only state convention that 
sponsors state chaplains at a meeting 
sponsored by the Home Mission Board 
chaplaincy division last month , I was very 
happy that Arkansas has t hat level of caring. 
\Yie do a viral service." 

Reynolds no ted that the state con· 
vcntion also supports prison chaplaincy 
through a chaplaincy internship program 
to train seminary graduates in the field. 

"We have a good record that ourimcms 
go on into the chaplaincy," he explained. 
"111C seminarian program recruits reccnt 
seminary gradua tes. It 's pan ·time, but thcy 
work for many hours .~ 

He said that the program "lost" its latest 
intern, Ross Woodbury, on April II when 
he began full·timc service as an ADC 
chaplain. "He wrecked our seminarian 
intern program," Reynolds joked, ~ but at 
the same time he accomplished it. 

Reynolds said the small stipend Arkansas 
Baptists provide the interns aUows them 
"to cover what it takes, to.find some place 
to hang your coat and put something on 
your plate. With people having larger 
families :at that stage of their ministry, it 's 
probably no t enough, but at the same 
time, it is part of their education." 

Emphasizing the need for additional 
chaplains in prisons , Reynolds said, "Wc 
have a social c ri sis that we are only 
beginning to be aware of llkc the tip of an 
iceberg. 

~ 111c only thing that is going to tum 
these people around is fo r them to have a 
valid , life·shaking, conversion expcrience 
with Jesus Christ in prison ... 
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RTVC trustees express concern 
with SBC restructuring proposal 

FORT WOR11-I , TX (DP)-Trustees of 
the Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission considered asking 1hat the 
commission be rct3incd as a separate 
agency rather than being merged wilh the 
Home Mission Board and Brotherhood 
Commission as proposed in the ~covenant 
for a New Century.~ 

They se ttled , instead, fo r a resolut ion 
to be sent 10 the SBC Executive Committee 
along with a list o f "serious concerns" 
which they said need to be resolved befo re 
the matter is vo ted on by the Southern 
Baptist Convention in june. 

Among the concerns, which they sa id 
have not been answered to date , arc the 
cost of the move and how much it will 
save, why the need fo r relocatio n and w hy 
Atlanta, the numbcranddivision of trustees 
from each oft he current three boards who 
will serve o n the new board and whether 
there is a proper understanding o f the 
differences and uniqucncssofth c ministry 
of the Rl>'C:. 

A motion askjng fo r a study o f the 
current effectiveness o fthe RlVC and the 
effect o f the: proposed merger w ith the 
results 10 be given to SBC messengers was 
referred to the RlVC executive committee. 

Th e pro posed "Covenant " to be 
considered by the SBC in Atlama June 20· 
22, would merge the R"JVC with the HMB 
and Brotherhood in a new North American 
Missio n Board. Tile R1VC, which was 
moved fro m At lanta to Fort Worth in 1955 , 
would move back to Atlan ta . 

The R1VC trustees were to be briefed 
April 10 by a member o f the Program and 

St ructure StudyCommittce, which drafted 
the proposed restructuring, and by rwo 
members of the SBC Executive Committee, 
w hich approved it and will recommend it 
to the snc annua l meeting. 

The rwo Executive Committee mcm· 
bcrs, Richard Cagle of Alabama and james 
Merritt of Georgia, were at the briefing. 
but Rex Terry, the PSSC member from 
Arkansas who is r~l so an Executive Com· 
mittee member, was unable to attend 
bccauscofbad weather. BecauseofTcny's 
absence, one trustee sa id many o f their 
q uestions wen t unanswered. 

When the trustees convened in their 
first plenary session Aprilll , trustee jerry 
Holbert presented a statement asking the 
trustees to go o n record sr~ying they could 
no t currently accept the merger; that it 
would downsize the RlVC, whose ministry 
needs to be enhanced rather than jeopar· 
dized or minimized; and called on the sue 
Executive Committee to amend the study 
to retain the R·JVcas a "separa te communi· 
cations agency" o f the SBC. 

D.). Benson of Mississippi sa id he felt it 
was p remature and was ~ mo re of a Sept em· 
bcr concern (after the snc meet ing) than 
an April concern .. ; Ernie Helton of Ohio 
ques tio ned if :1ny downsizing would 
actuall y occur :md Garland Morrison of 
Indiana asked if a p roposed resolur ion 
already drafted by the R.IVC executive 
committee would address the question in 
better form. 

Morrison tri ed unsuccessfull y to call 
the trustees intoexccutivc scssion. Richard 
T. McCanncy, retired fo m1er executive 

vice p resident of the commission now ser· 
ving as consultant to the p resident. spoke 
against going into executive session, saying 
Baptist business is done best in the open. 

Toni Clevenger, a tmstec from Florida; 
jack Marcom of the Washingto n, D.C. 
convent ion; and Lori Davis of Texas all 
spoke in favo r of Holben's proposaL 

Clevenger, urging a vote on the Holben 
sta tement , sa id to do less than make a 
statement would be to ~ devalue ~ the 
history of the commission. 

j ohnson sa id he felt the resolutio n 
already dr.~fted by the RTVC executive 
committee "pretty much s:tys what you 
w:1nt to say ... 

"My opinio n is that r ou want tO make a 
sta tement that you arc se riously con· 
cerned," Jo hnson s:tid. " I just have to say 
I would choose the document of the 
(R'JVC) executive committee ... 

Commission tn1stccs fo llowed w ith 
adop tion of a substitu te motion b)' Wyman 
Copass o f Ke ntud.')' approving largely 
unchanged the sta tement oftheirexecutive 
committee. It commends the J>SSC for its 
time and cffon in dr.~fting the restructuring 
proposal, affirms the trustees ' responsi· 
bility to implement the act ions of the SDC 
if the proposal is approved but states the 
RlVC trustees have ~ se rious concerns," 
which arc to be attached to the resolution 
and w hich need to be resoh·ed p rior to the 
Southern Baptist Conventio n's consider­
atio n o f the restruct uring proposa l. 

McCartney sa id the li st o f concerns will 
be synthesized from the .Mo nday evening 
discussio n and included in the resolution. 

Jn othcrbusincss, tlle trustees approved 
a resolutio n guaranteeing a S950,000 Joan 
by FamilyNc t fo r the purchase o f equip· 
mcnt to uplink and downlink sa tellite 
signals . 

Prayer takes priority over restructuring plan at HMB 
A Tl~NTA (BP}-Praye r took precedence over discussion of a 

pro posed rcst ructuringof the Southern Baptist Convention during 
a Ho me Miss ion Board directors meeting Apri l I 0·12. 

Two sess ions were planned to discuss the SllC Program and 
Structure Study Committee report which w ill be presented to the 
SDC in june. That report recommends combining the HMB with 
the Brot.herhe><>d and R.1dio and T elcvision commissions. A question· 
and·answer sessio n w ith three members of the SUC Executive 
Commiuce was held on Mo nday evening. 

However, Instead of discussing the proposal aga in the next 
evening as sched uled, directors spent the time listening to news 
of rcvh~ l and in praye r fo r reviva l. ~ God's Spirit was moving in 
such a way that it would have been disruptive to bring up 
(rcorgani7.a tion), M sa id board chairman Bob Curtis o f Ballwln, Mo. 

HMO dircc1or John Avant , pasror of Coggin Avenue Baptist 
Church, Drownwood. Texas, told how revival has spread through 
his church, city and slate ofTcxas since January. Discussion of the 
restructuring plan was scheduled to foJJ ow Avanr 's address, but 
never happened. Board members spent the remainder of the 
evening In pr.~yc:r, testimo ny and hymn singing. 

•Jt was a marvelous demonstration of God showing us where 

l':lge 10 I Apri120, 1995 

o ur priorit ies need to bc,8 sa id l-IMB president L1rry Lewis. 
·n le board's final sessio n Wednesday was consumed by 

necessary busin:::;s affairs, leaving little time for discussion of 
the pro posed reorganiza tio n. Curtis polled members and 
announced a special ca lled meet ing of the bo:1rd in May to 
discuss the proposal. 

In othcrbusincss,jimmy Anderson, lnd i:l n church deve loper 
for the Baptist Gencr;tl Conventio n of Oklahoma, was elected 
assistant directo r for Na ti ve::: American church growth in the 
language church extensio n division. Anderson will continue to 
live in O kJaho ma w hile serving o n the HMB field staff. He fiJis a 
position vacated by Russell llcga)'C, who was elected director of 
the I·IMB's language church ex tension divisio n. 

Randy Wood was elected associate director oft he missionary 
personnel depa11ment. TI1c Ohio native has been direclOr of 
miss io ns fo r the Ma umee Va lley and Northwest Baptist 
associations in Ohio. He is a former church planter and pasto r. 

·1nc board also \'Oted to name the 500·sca t auditorium in the 
new national office building in memory of Southern Baptist 
businessman Cecil D. Day whose estate estab lished a S 12 
million trust fund fo r home missions. 
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Land, Lewis remove names from Catholic accord 
ATLANTA (ADP/DP) - Two Southern 

Baptist Convention agency heads announ­
ced Ap r il 6 they will re move their 
signatures from ~ Evangelicals and Catholics 
Togethe r~ because of Mcontinuing mispcr­
ccption ~about the controversial document 
they signed last yea r. 

U..rry Lewis , president of the Home 
Mission Boa rd , and Richard Land , 
executive directo r o f the Christi an Life 
Commission, were among 40 o riginal 
signers of the document pledging closer 
work o n areas o f common concern 
between evangelicals and conservative 
Roman Catholics. 
• In a statement issued o n HMB lette r­

head, the two did not apo logize for signi ng 
the accord, but said they decided to remove 
their signatures because of the "continuing 
mispc rccption ~ that they spoke for the 
snc when they endorsed the document. 

"We continue to believe in e ffon s which 
consolidate the influence o f evangelica ls 
and Catholics in addressing c ritical mo ral 
issues,~ the statement sa id. "We believe 
the document 'Evangelica ls and Catholics 
Together' signifies a new e ra of cooper· 
arion o n such concerns as freedom of 
religion , pom ography, attacks on faith 
and family and abonio n. We, the refore, 
continue to disagree vigorously with unin­
formed and disto n ed c riti cism o f the 
document. 

"How ever, w e have concluded that a 
significant number o f Southe rn Baptists 
have been offended by the mispe rception 
that our respec tive agencies have endorsed 
the document ," the state ment continued . 
"No matter how many times we explain 
that we signed ECf as individuals, no t on 
behalf of our agenc ies o r Southern Baptists, 
many do not understand. Confusion result­
ing from this continuing mispc rception 
has the po tential to impact negatively the 
mission and ministry o f o ur agenc ies. 

"Consequently. aft e r much praye r and 
mutual discussion , we have decided that 
as chie f executive o fficers of Southe rn 
Jlaptist Convention agencies , we should 
remove our signatures fro m 'Evangelicals 
and Catholics Toge the r.' 

"In so doing, we arc not perso nally 
rejecting the intent of the document , no r 
arc w e agree ing with unjust c riticism of it. 
However, w e believe it is in the best interest 
of our agencies that we eliminate the persis­
tent perceptio n that our agencies have 
endorsed ECJ'. It appears that the only 
way to do so is to remove o ur names from 
the document ." 

Uo th L1nd and Lewis were critic ized 
widely fo r signing the document. Critics 
charged the document embraced Catholic 
theology deemed he re tica l by some nap-
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Hispanic leaders affirm decision 
lea~~~~~':'~?!~t~~lj,~ 
Baptist Convention ageng heads who 
recently remoVed thelr si~tures fro m 
the CO)ltroversial "Evangelicals and 
Cilthollcs Tog~ther" document: . )! 

On April 6, Larry lewiS, preside.nt of 
the Home Mission Board, and Rich; rd 
Land,exeeutivcdircctorofthcSobthem 
Baptist Christian Life Commission, 
announcedthcywcreWithiliawingtheir 
signatures from the document . 

On April 12, offieets of the ,Mexican 
Baptist Convention of Texas ana ptl'SI· 
dents of the state's 30 Hispanic fellow­
shl~ ls,sued a statement commending 
LeWis and Land for Withdrawing their 
names from the document. 

··The HispaniC leaders at knowledged 
that the origlnil intent of the accord 
may have been "nOble." However, the 
endorsement had created "'an unnecc:s· 
sary disturbance• in Hispanic Baptists' 

tists and unde rmined evangelism effon s 
w ith its commitment against proselytizing. 

Asked if p ressure forced them to remove 
their names, both men said they have 
endured more pressure on othe r issues . 
"The diffe rence is that ECf embroiled the 
Home Mission Board even though the 
board w as not involved,~ Lewis said . "I 
w ould have stood my ground forever if it 
was simply a matter of someone pressuring 
me to do something I fe lt w as wrong." 

"It simply appeared to be impossible to 
dispel the confusion," L1.nd added . "Dr. 
Lewis and J mutually concluded this week 
that we were not going to be able to clarify 
for many Southe rn Baptists the dist inc tion 
between our perso nal opinio ns and those 
of our agencies." 

Decision to withdraw afflnned 
Much of the c rit icism of ECf came 

from Hispanic Southern Bapt ist leade rs 
w ho sa id Catholic church officials would 
use it to thwan mission effon s among 
Catholics. Rudy Hernandez, president of 
the national Confe rence of Southe rn Bap­
tist Hispanic Ministers , p raised the decision 
to w ithdraw. 

"This is ve ry good news," Hernandez 
said. Ml commend them for doing this, and 
am grate ful for rhcir w isdom in removing 
their names from that document and 
express the deepest gratit'udc on behalf of 
Hispanic Southe rn Baptists." 

Among othe r c ritics is Dill Streich , an 
HMUdirector from Wichita FaiJs, Texas. In 
September, he and IOothe rHMDdirectors 

wo~ .and witness~ "as evidenced by 
their Withdrawal from the <k>cumcnt, • 
according to the officer.~ . 

. ' Pcrbllps we could say .that it Is a 
Jesson wen lcamcd, • the statement said. 
"We applaud their' courage to make 
necessary chan8c:s and we JOOk fOrward 
to working together to tl'ach l:lispanlcs 
anil other.~ for Christ. • 

MBCf president Roland Lopei said 
he received a ·letter from Lewis dated 
Ajiril 6 i:Onfirniing the remoVlll of the 
sigrWuresandaslcJngLOpezto communi· 
catc the action to Hispanic Baptists. 

In mi<J.March, officers of MDCT and 
prcsldentsofthen:gionaiHispanicTcxas 
Baptist fellomhlps had released a 
statement dis~cing themselves from 
the evangelk aVCathoUc document and 
urging LeWis toresdnd his endotsement 
of<!t. T!iey cl?imed the docum<nl had . 
been used by Ro man.Cathollc priests to 
hinder the Baptist w\tness to Hispanics. 

c irculated and signed an unofficial "sta te­
ment of dissent" fro m the board 's vote to 
affiml Lew is' right 10 sign the accord . 

In a statement he said he had discussed 
w ith all but o ne o f the 11 dissenting HMD 
directors, Stre ich said thegroup was "gJadR 
Lewis and Land agreed to disassociate 
themselves fro m the ECf d ocument. 
However, he disputed the administrators' 
contention that c ritic ism of the document 
was based o n misunderstanding. 

"While we believe that the c ritic ism of 
the ECf document is justified and valid, 
we nevertheless arc grateful fo r the 
removal of their signatures," Streich said. 

Anothe r c ritic, Texas physician Larry 
Holly, said Land and l ewis were right to 
w ithdraw the ir signa tures from the 
document but "arc wrongR to imply "that 
all disagreement w ith this document is 
'uninfo nned and disto rted .' 

"Unfortunately for Southe rn Baptists, 
Land and Lewis have yielded to pressure 
w ithout unde rstanding the real concerns 
the ir Southe rn Baptist bre thren have 
raised, M Holly said . 

Despite the controversy, La nd sa id he 
d id not regret signing ECf, and he might 
even be: o pe n to w orking on a similar 
document in the future . 

Without question, La nd said, ECf "has 
furthe red the cause oflilce-minded people 
working togethe r on issues of common 
moral concern in sociecy." 

Lewis agreed , sayi ng ECf w as the 
"strongest affinn:uion of religious freedom 
in recent years." 
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Church news 

East Side ChUJ'Ch in Parngould held a 
reception April 2 to honor William R. 
Waller and his fa mil)' in recognition of his 
fifth anniversary o f service as minister of 
music. He was presented with a plaque 
and love offering. 

El Dorado Second Churc h is beginning 
an apanmcnl complex ministry in which 
they have the potential of ministering to 
approxim:ucly 200 children ;~nd their 
parents through Team KID on the first and 
third ' S:uurdays o f each month. The 
ministry, led by young adult couples in 
the church , was launched with 3 hot dog 
supper. 

Pea Ridge First Church revival , which 
was scheduled for March 5·8, extended 
through March I 5 due to an outpouring of 
God's Spirit , according to pastor AI Fowler. 
The revival , led b)' cvangdistl.:arry Beatty 
of Pine Dluff, rcsulled in 17 professions of 
faith, 36 rcc.Jedic:1tions and three additions 
by letter. Fowler also rcportl·d that broken 
relationships were healed :md members 
and p:1stors of m:1ny local churches 
participated in the scn •iccs with a 
tremendous spirit of unity. Wesleyllilli:lrd, 
pasto r of Pea Ridge United Methodist 
Church, w:1s the wor.-hip leader for several 
nights. 

RJson Church held :1 revival April2·6 that 
resulted in four rcdcdic:uions :and two 
additions b)• letter. Phillips S. Smitll , pasto r 
of Cedar Crest Church in West Monroe. 
L1., w:1s the cv:mgclisf. Steve 1 .... 1wson. 
minister of music at Immanuel Church in 
El Oor:•c.Jo. led music. Mike White is pastor. 

People:: 

Don Nail of Batesville is observing 40 
years o f service in the gospel ministry this 
month. Currcntl)' in his 20th rear of service 
with l:irst Churc h in Batesville. he also has 
been p:1sto r of Douglas Church in Gould , 
White Cit·y Churc h in C:unden :md East 
Side Church in Pine Bluff. Nail also has 
served c hurches in Mississippi and Texas. 
In addilion, he has been moderato r of 
Independence Associ at ion , regio nal 
chaim1an of the ll:lptist Student Union 
Third Century C.1mpaign, camp pas10r 
and gues1 spe:~kerforthe Arkansas Daptist 
Assembly in Siloam Springs, a member of 
the Ouachita llaptist Universiry board of 
trusrccs :and president o f Ark:•nsas· 
Sourhwestern Seminary State Alumni 
Associ:ation. Nail :1lso has held leadership 
positions with the Arkansas Daptist Slate 

Page 12 I April 20, 1995 

ARKANSAS BAPTISTS 

Convention, includingscrvingasa member 
of the order of business and program 
commiuecs and president of the BSU 
Advisory Board. 1-tc is a graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist University and South· 
western Daptist·nlcologicaiSeminary. Nall 
is married to the fomler Judr Overton of 
Gould. They have rwo adult {l;tughtcrs. 
Ashley Elizabeth Nail and Felley L1wson. 

Ernest McElroy, a rctiredSouthcrn Baptist 
preacher, is available for rcvh•als o r to 
serve as an imerim pastor. He may be 
reached a1 R1. 2, Box 140. Monticello, AR 
7 1655; phone 501 ·367·3 105. McElroy and 
his wife, Uarbar.t, arc member of Cah·ary 
Church in Monticello. 

Uncia Ross recently completed 10 years 
of service as financial sccre1ary for First 
Church in Sherwood. ' l11c congrcg:uion 
presented her with :a monetary gifl. 

Noble R. and Virgi nia Wiles o f 
Melbourne celcbr:1tcd their 50th wedding 
anniversary April I 5 with a reception :u 
01 .. 1rka Technical College in Melbourne. 
ll1e couple was m:1rricd April II , 1945, 
nearllonetown inlz:1rd County. Wiles has 
served on the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Executive Board , as state 
convention second vice president and as 
director of missions fo r Rocky Bayou 

~ Association . Currently p:1sto r of J;irst 
Church in Ash Flat, he has been p:1stor of 
other Arkansas ll:Jptist churches in Mount 
Pleasanl, Oxford, Belview, Melbourne, 
Concord, Webb City, E\•cning Shade. 
Keiser, Batesville and Pocahontas. Mrs. 
Wiles has served as a Sunday School. 
discipleship training and youth group 
leader, as well as a pianist :md organist. 
111e reception was hosted b)' the couple's 
children and grandchildren. 

Obituaries 

E.O. McElroy of North Unlc Rock died 
April2at age85. He was a retired Southern 
B:aptist minister, retiring from 16th Street 
Church in Nonh Little Rock after 17 years 
of ministry. lie :1lso served churches in 
Cabot, Ferndale :and Roland. McEirO)' was 
:1 charter member of 47th Strccl Church in 
North Little Hock. Survivors include three 
daughters, l.ois Maxine Scott of Stanfield, 

Oregon, Patric ia Ann Whitaker of cabot 
and Jorcc Lorraine Sha~v of Fishers, Ind; 
one sister; eight grandchildren; and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Mattie "Nanny'" Spikes of North Little 
Rock died April 3 at age 86. She was rhe 
widow of Arkansas pasto r jesse Spikes and 
a member of Remount Churc.:h . Survivors 
arc II children, Tom Spikes of Greers 
Ferry, Tim Spikes ofMayflower,jesscGien 
Spikes, L1ny Spikes, P:at Fewell, Iva Hunt, 
1>.·1argic Murph)r and C:1rrie llemlcrson, aU 
o f North Little Hock, Jim Spikes of 
Maumelle, Ric hard Spikes of Chirmo, 
Texas, and Eliz:1beth \Vinters of 
Fayetteville; a sister: 38 grandchildren; 54 
great-grandchildren; and four grcat·gre3t· 
grandchildren. Memorials may be made to 
the Light House fo r the Blind, P .0 . Box 
192666. Little Rock, AR 72219. 

David C'tmpbcll Doty of Brookhaven, 
Miss., age 19, died April 5 of injuries 
received in :an automobile accident . He 
was a ministerial student at Mississippi 
College iJt.-Ciinton. He was a member of 
First Churth ofDrookJ1aven where he was 
a leader in youth and music programs. 
Survivors arc his parents, David and Cindy 
O'Hare Ooty; and his grandparents, Mr. 
and Mrs. William O'Hare of\Vaco, Texas, 
and Mrs. Syd Ooty of Forest, Miss. Dory's 
father scrved as minister of music for Park 
I-fill Church in North Lillie Rock from 
1977 through 1988. 

Staff changes 

Carroll D. Caldwell retired April I as 
di rector o f missio ns fo r Southwest 
Association, following more th3n 13 years 
of ministry. He previously was pastor of 
First Church in !Iarrison, First Church in 
Clarksville :and First Church in Nimrod. He 
also served churches in Florida and 
Kentucky as well as serving as Baptist 
Student Un ion directo r fo r Stetson 
Univc.rsil)' in Del...1nd, Fla. Caldwell is a 
graduate of Ouachita Baptist University 
and Southern Baptist ·ntcological Semi· 
nary. l-Ie has been a member of the ABSC 
Executive Board, a trustee of Ouachita 
Baptist University and a member of the 
ADSC nominating and resolutions commit· 
tees, as well as a member of the Southern 
Baptist Convention committee on boards. 
He is married to the fa nner j oanne Sellers 
of Tampa, Fla. They have rwo c hildren, 
Dan:1 Claude and Christine Ann. 

Refus Caldwell recently rei ired as director 
of missions for Conway-Perry Association, 
following 28 years of service. During hJs 
lenurc he was instrumental in helping 
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Vanessa Dalto n has joined the staff of 
Pulaski He ights Church in Little Rock as 
pa rt ·t ime di rector of childre n's ministries, 
developing ministries fo r preschoolers, 
clementa ry·:~ge child ren :~nd the ir families. 
A graduate of Howard P:~ync Unive rs ity in 
Brownwood. Texas, she is the wife of 
p as to r Ke n Dalw n. They have three 
children, Den, j enn ifer and Mikaela. 

Theological Seminary. He and his w ife, 
jesse, h:wc two daughters, Vicki Winkle 
~md t uann WiJJiams, bo th of Fort Smith 
and three grandda ughte rs. 

Te rry Lee Thompson has joined the staff 
ofSecondChurch in Hot Springs as ministe r 
of cducat ion and staff coon.linator. A retired 
U.S. Air Fo rce o ffi cer , h e was vice 
commander of Lill ie Rock Air Force Base 

start new churchs in Op pclo , Sweet Home, 
Cente r Ridge , Petit j ean Mountain , Wyc 
Mountain and Cove Chape l. Caldwe ll also 
served as DOM fo r Va n Buren Association 
(now North Central Associa tion) w here 
he was instrumental in organizing Fi rst 
Church of Fairfield Bay and Immanue l 
Churc h in Clinto n . He a lso he lped 
organized Lambrook Church and Mclwood 
Mission in Arkansas Valley Association. 
Caldwell has served as pasto r o fBcUcviUc 
Church , First Church of Bigelow , New 
Hop ew ell, Red HilJ and Stanford , as we ll 
as serving as a chaplain fo r the Pe rry County 
Mounted Patro l for 22 years, a vo lunteer 
fireman and a board member o f the W est 
Central Arkansas Planning and Develop· 
mcm District . He attended Southern Baptist 
College (now WiUiams Baptist College). 
CaJdwcU and his wife, Minnie t ea , have 
four children , Refus Caldwe ll Jr., Many 
Caldwe ll , Lyn e u c Rose and Martha 
McClure. The Caldwells w e re ho nored by 
the association with 'a fa rewell dinner 
w he re they were presented w ith a commc· 
mo rativc plaque, fl owers and a cake . 
Caldwell is ava ilable to serve as a pulpit 
supply, imerim pastor o r to lead revivals. 
He may be comac ted at P.O. Box 176, 
Perryville, AR 72 126; phone SO 1·889·2393. 

Zack Murtha has joined the staff of Pulaski and commander at Dyess Air Fo rce Dase in 
Heights Church in Little Rock as yout h - Abilene, Texas. During his military ca reer, 
intern . He is a junior at Ouachita Baptist he se rved numero us Baptist churches 
University and a member of Life Line throughout the country and overseas as a 
Church in little Rock. deacon , youth w o rke r, Sunday School 

Tom Whltsett began servin g April 2 as 
pastor of Second Church in West Memphis. 
He and his wife , Te rri , fom1e rly lived in 
Charleston, Miss., w he re he w as pastor of 
Faith Church. Whitsett is a graduate of 
Mid·America Seminary. 

Don Bradley has joined the staff of Second 
Church in J acksonville as min iste r of 
miss io ns w ith the respo nsibilities o f 
tragetingcommunitics tostart Di ble studies 
:md plant churches. He also w ill supervise 
1 he Ughthouse Community Fellowshipand 
ongoing ministry projec ts in a trailer park 
and at Rebsamen Medical Cente r. Dr.1dley 
is a gr:1duatc of Ark:ms:1s State University . 

Clayburn Bratton has returned to the 
full ·time minist ry :1s pastor of New Hope 
Church in Greenwood w here he had been 
se rving as interim p:1sto r. He previously 
retired following six years of ministry as 
pastor o f Trinity Church in Alma. He also 
has served First Church in Stamps, Firs t 
Churc h in Ea r le , Thi rd Churc h in 
Arkadelphia a nd Firs t Churc h in 
Charles to n . Dmtt o n is a g raduate o f 
Williams Bapt ist College, Ouachita Baptist 
Unive rsity and So uthweste rn Baptist 

First Church of Gillett held all -day serolces March 5 to dedicate a newS 125,000 
church a udllorlum. T11e aut/1/orlum, with a sealing capacity. of 240, doubled 
the size of/he church S physical plan/. Pas/or David Reddoch (left) anti Fred 
Gay, dlrec/orofm lssimtsforCarey Associalion, werespeakersf orlhecelebrallon. 
Fonner pastors iu atlendance were (left to right) A/leu Van llonz, pastor fro m 
1965·67, atld Wilfred ntompson, pastor f rom 1968-7 1. Vicki McCrary and her 
daughters, Decca and Cory' of Dallas, Te~..:as, represented llerlmsbantl ant/their 
fa ther, /he tale james McCrary, who was pas/or from 1978·80. 
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teacher and direc to r and choir member. 
'll1ompson is a graduate o f the Unive rsity 
of Arkansas and Oklahoma City University. 
He also has corn plc ted a summer res idency 
at the University o f Virgin ia's Darden 
Graduate School of Business . He and his 
w ife, the fom1cr Connie Hedrick, have 
two sons, Mike, marri ed and living in 
Fayetteville, and Chris, a stude nt at the 
Univers ity of Arkansas. 

jcph Holloway is se rving as inte rim pastor 
o f Witt s Chapel :It Maynard. He is a 
professor "a t Williams D:1 ptis t College. 

Tom Widema n h as a nno unced his 
resignation :1s ministe r ofmusic for Second 
Church in Litt le Rock, e ffec tive April 23 
fo llowing mo re than 10 years of se rvice. 
He has accepted a c:1ll to jo in the staff of 
Carrboro Church ncar Ch:1 pel Hill , N. C. 
Second Church w ill ho nor Wideman and 
his wife , Sally, and the re children , Joice 
and Andrew , wi th a 3 p.m. reception April 
23. 

Mark Ta ylor h as anno un ced his 
resignation as pastor of Fi rst Church in 
Osceola , effecti ve May 7. He and his w ife, 
Ann , w ill move to Fort Worth , Texas, 
w he re he w ilJ begin doctora l s tud ies at 
So uth wes te rn Bap ti st Theo logica l 
Seminary. 

Ordinations 

Ebenezer Church of \"(1arren o rdained 
Mark Harris to the gospe l ministry Feb. 26. 
Harris is pastor ofColumbia·Jarrc tt Church 
ncar Maynard . 

H a rris burg Firs t Church o rda ined 
Herbert Lynn Ray of Springda le to the 
gospel minist ry March 19. 

Crow Mo untain Church of Russellville 
licensed Chuck Sanders to the minisrry 
March 26. 

Clinto n First Church he ld a se rvice 
March 26 to ordain Chuck \Vhittle to the 
gospel m.inistryand Rid.')' Burroughs, Steve 
Hinkson and Ro n lric to the deacon 
ministry . 
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WORLD MISSIONS DIGEST 
FMB marks milestones in appointments 

RJCHMOND, VA (DP)-The Soul hem Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board sen t out a record numbcr o f54S "o rdinary people~ in 1994 
as missio naries assigned to the ex trao rdinary task of reaching the 
world fo r Jesus Christ. 

~ It 's so easy to put missio naries o n pedestals , R Mark Shook 
told worshipers attending the December appointment se rvice 
where he and his wife , laura, were named missionaries. "But I've 
discovered missionaries are ordinary people. I know bcc:tusc I'm 
going to be one." 

The Shooks jo ined the ranks o f o ther "ordinary people" who 
set rhc 1994 appointment record of 545 and helped push the 
board 's total missio n fo rce beyond 4,000 for the first time. 

The 545 total, w hich broke the 1993 mark of 498, includes 
255 career and associate miss ionary appointments and a record 
290 two-yea r International Service Corps (ISC) workers and 
journeymen. The 255 career appointment total was the highest 
in seven years; the record was se t in 1985 with 304. 

In April 1994 the overseas missionary force topped 4,000 for 
the first time in its 150-year histo ry and stands at 4, 108, according 
to the latest available figures. 111at includes 3,518 career and 
associate missio naries and 590 two-yea r wo rkers. 

Haiti relief effort needs more volunteers 
MEMPHIS, TN (BP)- There's a "movement of God~ afoot in 

rural Haiti , but it could come ro n:mght unless more Southern 
Daptist vo lunteers answer the call to se rve there , and soon . 
acco rding to Mickey Caison oft he Southern B:tptist Brotherhood 
Commiss ion. 

Caison, who has served as project coordinator of the Haitian 
relief effort since it beg:m last November, said he h:1s only about 
half of I he volunteers he needs 10 help wit h water we ll repairs. 

·n1c work has proven to be a highly effective tool forev:mgelism, 
he added. ''There's a movement of God going on down there in 
those mountains that no o ne is seeing o r hearing about with all 
the bad things about Haiti coming o ut in the newspapers and 
television p rograms,~ Caison s:1id. M111ere arc going to be many 
more opportunit ies at those we lls to win people to salvatio n, but 
we're not going to be there like we sho uld if we don 't have the 
team members .~ 

Fourteen-day slots for volunteers arc available through the 
month of june. Teams arc se t to depart onApril 29. May 13, M:~y 
27, junc 10 and june 24. Mcdical-dcnt :ll support personnel also 
arc being sought fo r teams in H:1iti. Team members will dcpan 
for seven-day tri ps o n May 6, May 13. May 20 and Ma}' 27. 

Prospective vo lunteers should contact lk th J-lunqrcutt , the 
Brotherhood Commissio n's volun teer rccmitcr, at 1-800-280-
189 1 for mo re infom1atio n. 

Baptists minister during Pan Am Games 
MAR DEL PLATA, ARGENn NA (DP)-Daptists from Argeniina 

and the United States joined fo rces to witness to the multitudes 
who visited the Argentine city of Ma r del Plata last mo nth for the 
12th Pan American Games. 

Daptists shared their faith in and around the sports complex 
built fo r the games and a tent erec ted ac ross the stree t. 'I11 ey 
distributed 150,000 Bible port ions and 30,000 bookJets conta ining 
the pl:m of salvatio n. 

·rn rough their cffon s. at leas t 60 peo ple :1cceptcd Christ as 
Savio r, including some affili :11 cd with the delegation of Cuban 
athlc:tcs. 

~This was the biggest P:m Am Games ever," said Foreign 
Mission Board sports missio nary Steve Smith , who headed the 
usk fo rce of missio naries and Argentine Jl:lptists that planned 
Baptist o utreach at the games. Southern Baptist and Argen tine 
Baptist volunteers assisted. 
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Jericho remains unique missions event 
MEMPHIS, TN (DP)-The annual calendars of the Southern 

Baptist Conference Centers at Ridgecrest, N.C., and Glorieta, 
N.M., arc packed from start to finish with "special weeks," just 
as they have been fo r decades. 

And then there's Jericho . So say its organizers . They insist 
that, after seven years, it's still like nothing else, anywhere, ever. 

~ It's experientia l. You can sec, touch and taste missions 
firsthand, ft said DiJJy Kruschwitz of the Fo reign Miss io n Board, 
who chairs this year.'s event. "It 's also inter-generationaL lbcre 
arc opportunities for the kids in day camp, for youth at Youth 
jericho and for adults . Everyone gets a dose o f missions - that 's 
what makes it unique.~ 

A typical day at jericho offers worship , conferences, Dible 
study, pra)•Crtimcs, games, festivals and fairs , and all o f it has one 
basic purpose: to bring Southern Baptist laypeoplc to a beucr 
understanding of, and to a greater involveme nt in , missio ns. 

1l1c theme fo r the seventh annual j ericho is "Experiencing 
God Through Missions, " .revealing a ti c to the 1995 Dible study 
leader, Henry Blackaby. Leaders for the worshi p time arc Cynthia 
Clawson, winner of a Grammy Award and several Dove Awards 
for her work as a Christian \'OCa li st, and her husb:md Regan 
Counncy, an acto r, playwright and conference leader. 

j ericho at Glorie1:1 is scheduled july 29 through Aug. 4; its 
counterpart at Ridgecrest will run Aug. 12- 18. For a packet of 
info rmation and registration materials, ca ll 1·800-866-3621. 

Cambodians form national convention 
PHNOM PENH, CAN1DODIA (BP)-Cambodian Baptists capped 

recent years of ex traordin:try growth in this Duddhist nation by 
fo m1ing the country 's first Baptist conventio n March 20. 

Cambodian Baptists have grown from zero to 43 D:tptist 
churches and more than 1.400 believers in less than three years. 

This growth has occurred in a nation where Duddhism is the 
state re ligio n and Christians account for less than 15,000 of the 
nat ion's 9.5 million citizens. 

FMB withdraws from Albanian partnership 
TIRANA, ALBANIA (ADP) - Afler lhrcc years of close 

cooperation among Baptist mission gro ups in AJbania, the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Missio n Doard has withdrawn from a 
joint mission committee and w ill o perate independently in the 
fonncr communist country. 

Dan Panter, FMB associa te area director fo r E.1st Europe, 
:tnnounced the change during the J\·1arch 23-26 meeting of the 
Albania Committee, a jo int planning group sponsored by the 
European Bapti st Federation . Panter to ld the committee the 
decision was part o f an administrative restructuring of the FMD's 
work. 

But Roger Briggs , the Fo reign Missio n Board's associa te area 
directo r for Europe, told Associated Daptist Press the FMB wants 
to be Mmo rc aggressive in evangelism" than he fel t other EDF 
team members want to be. For instance, FMD missionaries wan t 
to be involved in "direct witnessing" and hold invitations following 
worship services. The EBF is not eager to do that, he said. 

However, Driggs downplaycd any "rift in relationship" wi th 
the EBF team. ~we · rc still fricnds,ft he sa id. He added the four 
Baptist churches in Albania would no t be forced to choose 
between comp~:ting groups for ministry assist:u1cc. "We're all 
toge ther o n that," he sa id. 

ll1c Albania Committee is composed of representatives of the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship , Baptist Miss io nary Socie ty of 
England, Canadian Daptist Ministries, Italian Bapt ist Union :1nd 
Swedish Baptist Missio nary Society_. ll1e committee expressed 
appreciation for FMD miss ionaries Gale and Leslie HanJcy, who 
remain in the country. 
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Mohler condemns protests by students, faculty 
LOUISVILLE, KY (ADP) - Defending 

his decision to fire a dean, Southern Baprist 
Theo logical Seminary president Albert 
Mohler chast ised studcnlS AprilS for pro­
testing the actio n and seeking to go over 
his head to inOucncc trustees and donors. 

Mohler also reprimanded the faculty of 
the Carver School o f Church Social Work 
for expressing opposition to his firing o f 
Carver School dean Diana Garland. 

The Carver faculty's resolution stated 
suppo rt for Garland's work as dean :md for 
the public statements she made March 20 
which prompted her firing. Garland was 
fired as dean after she told soci;ll work 
students the Carver School's future is in 
"serious jcopardyH du e w M o hler 's 
restrictions o n facull)1 hiring. 
• The Carver faculty's rcsoiUiion said that 
by instituting ~arbitrnrilydetcm1ined abso· 
lutes~ outside the seminary's govcming 
documents, l<t·lo hlcr had ~ thwaned .. the 
dean's ability to lead the school. 

"Your resolutio n brings gre:u grief to 
me as president of this institutio n, for by 
it yo u have set yourselves against this 
administrntion , the board o f trustees and 
the legitimate concern of the Southern 
Baptist Conventio n and its churches, ~ 

Mohler wrote. 
The woutrngc" expressed in the faculty 

resolution should be directed "at your· 
selves,~ Mo hler w ro te the faculty, ,; for you 
have sought to make this a public issue 
and to fo rce the question of the Carver 
School's future upo n this institutio n and 
the deno min:uio n." 

"You cannot serve the cause of the 
Carver School by attempting to bring 
public pressure against the administration 
and the board of trustees,~ he continued. 
"You have served the cause of your school 
badly by your resolut ion , and I am dec p i}' 
d isappointed to have received this 
document by your action. Mo re than this, 
I am grieved by the spirit and :m itudc o f 
your resolutio n." 

During an hour·long student forum, 
Mohler said studems have no right to hold 
administ rntors responsible for how they 
lead the school. "You cannot hold us 
accountable. Titat is not your role ... he 
declared. 

wYour responsibility :1s a student is to 
study," Mohler added. 

Mohler blames Garland, s tudents 
Througho ut the forum - :md in a five· 

page letterdist ributed to st udcnts the same 
day - Mohler placed total responsibility 
for the seminary's current crisis on Garland 
and the students. l-Ie told Carver School 
students they hadstr:tyed from their proper 
role by notifying trustees, donors and 
alumnioftheirconccms about the school's 
future and Mohler's leadership. 

~ It is entire!)' inappropriate for students 
to address the constitue ncies of t he 
seminary in an dfon to bring pressure 
against the administ ration and tmstccs," 
Mohler said in the le tter. " It is beyond 
acceptable conduct for studems to write 
to the donors o f this institution suggesting 
their constcm:uio n and calling for action. 

Arkansas Southern Baptist 
State Softball Championship 
Top 2 Teams qualify for NATIONALS 

june 23-24 · Vestal Park · 

- Southern Baptist churches only 
- $100 entry fee (balls provided) • Mall $50 deposit by 
- Numbered jersey required June 1 to. 

, , , Markham Street 
- 30 team hm1t ($50 depos1t Baptist Church 

reserves your position) c/o Charles Keener 
- ASA sanctioned (team )\ V 4305 Deer Park Dr. 

registration required) ..,.- Little Rock AR 72212 
- Home run limit by classification Make checks payable 
- Roster required (Two non-church member limit) to: MSBC Softball 

Sponsored by Arkansas Baptist Brotherhood/Markham Street Baptist Church 
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This is berond the right and prerogative of 
students. M 

The president also chastised student 
protesters who have held a sit·in outside 
his office since Garland's firing. 

Southern Baptists, not students, arc the 
ult imate governing authorit ies for the 
seminary, Mohle r said in the fomm. 

Several students replied that they arc 
Sou t hern U:~ptist s a nd members o f 
Southern Baptist c hurches :1s well as 
students. But Mohle r s:1id his ultimate 
mandate comes from the Southern Baptists 
who have elected a. string o f conservative 
SBC presidents over the past 15 years. 

1l1e seminary cannot re present the 
views o f all Southern Baptist churches, he 
said, so it is his responsibility to represent 
the views of the "mainstream" Southern 
Baptists w ho have supported conservative 
reforms. ' 

One student asked what it would take 
to have Garland reinstated as dean. Mohler 
responded that :t "significant river has 
been crossed" that prevents Garland from 
returning :ts dean. 

Another student said Mohler has not 
demonstrated the kind of peacemaking 
skills as an administrator that students arc 
taught in seminary classes to usc in 
c hurc hes. The student asked if the 
president would be w iJiing to humble 
himself and forgive Garland for any 
mistakes she might have made. 

"l l1cre is not eno ugh common ground 
fort he relationship that must exist between 
a president and a dean," Mohler replied. 

Arkansas Baptist 
Children's Homes 
& Family Ministries 

t'r t'r ~'r ' " t'r 
Boys Ranch - Harrison 
Clint Morrison - Director 
501 -741 -4362 
'Cr Houseparents 

(couples or singles) 

Children's Home -
Monticello 
Royce Aston - Director 
501-367-5358 
'Cr Houseparents 

(couples or singles) 

Housing, Salary, 
Insurance, Paid VacaUon 
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Henry, Saucier address ministerial burnout 
FORTWORTII, TX (IJP)-"Ncarl)•2 ,000 

Southern Baptist p:tstors and staff d ropout 
o f the ministry every year, H Southern 
Baptist Convention president Jim Henry 
told stude nts at Southwestern Baptist 
'Jllcological Seminary. 

Henry, pasto r of First Baptist Church , 
Orlando, Fla., told a chapel audience, 
"Everything from sin in their lives to 
difficulties and confrontalio ns in the 
church cost them their ministries. 111c 
reality is that in your ministry, more than 
likc ly, thcrc will be days in w hich it w ill be 
very imponant for you to grip this word 
called 'endurance.' 

~Disappointments will com e,·· Henry 
said. "Sometimes )'Our colleagues arc 
suddenly saying things :tbo ut you that 
)'ou 'vc never heard. And you 're s;tying, 
'Why did thC)' s:ty that?' You 'll ask yourself, 
' Is it wo rth it all?' :md 'Do I h:l\'e to go 
through this?' ~ 

Henry's counsel to help ministe rs 
endure the ~str.uegic race of life~ is to 
mainl:tin a devo t ional life, exerc ise 
regularly, meditate on God, listcn to God. 
be accountable to someo ne in ministry life 
and pcrson:tllifc, takc v:tcat ions and don't 
pre:tch through them, keep learning. stay 
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fresh. be willing to c hange. learn 'how to 
de:tl with people, learn how to S:t)' "no ,M 
discipline time and learn to accept 
criticism. 

Discouragement and burnout will not 
be as widespre:td amo ng church ministers 
when Christ is allowed to be who He 
w:tnts to be, Southwestern tmstee Ed 
Saucier emphasized in another chapel 
message. 

Ministers don't have to have all of the 
answers to life's problems; their chief 
responsibility is to d irect people to Christ 
fo r the answers, said Saucier, pastor o f 
Gr.md Avenue Church in Fo n Smith. 

By le:tding people to believe :1 perso n in 
the ministry docs h:tve all the answers, 
ministers arc panlyat fault fort heir church 

membcrs'unrealistic expectations, Saucier 
said . 

"People bring me their messed up lives, 
and wo o ften , l've had little more w give 
than those tircd·sounding Christian cliches 
that have never worked for me, and they 
wo n 't work for anybody else," Saucier 
satd. "There is something fundamemaiJy 
wrong with the way we're doing church 
and approaching Christianity. And it is so 
fundamentally wrong that it's no t going to 
be fixed ;lt the prescm level of doing 
things as we do them." 

Many churches have fmstrated pastors, 
b urned o ut laypeoplc and superficial 
programs, Saucie r noted. Admitting being 
~on the edge of burnoutM at times, he 
added, ~ II doesn 't have to be that wa)'. ~ 

You are corcCia{{y invitee{ to a 

~tirement ~ception lionoring 

Johnny G. Bi&3s, Executive Director of 
Arkansas Baplisl Children's Homes and family Ministries 

JoffouJill!J 27 years of service 

:Friaay, Jilpri{ 28 ~ 10 - 11:30 a_m_ 
'Baptist 'Bui{c{ing Cfiape{ ~ Littfe 2?.pcf(_ 

RSVP 501-3764791. exL 5167 

1995 festival of 0on8 
.... making music with God's grace in our hearts 

Thursday, April27, 1995 • 7:00p.m. 
First Baptist Church of Marked Tree 

Corner of Dawson 81. Liberty 
Sponsored by the ABSC Church Music Ministries Department 
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Challenger Congress highlights speaking, sports 
More than 300 junior high and senior 

high school boys competed in basketball , 
swimming and public speaking during the 
Challenger Congress and Basketball Tour· 
namcnt March 17· 18 at Park Hill Church 
in Nonh little Rock. The event was 
sponsored by the Arkans:~s Baptist State 
Convcmion Brotherhood department . 

Department director Harry Black said 
that in addition to the sports events , 
participants heard a message from keynote 
speaker Bobby Shows, a member of the 
missions educat ion and ministry develop· 
mcnt tea m of the Missouri Baptist 
Co nventi on and former minister o f 
recrea tion for Park I-fill Church. 

"' Winners of the annual ''Speak Out, M a 
speaking contest abo ut Christ ian service, 
were Mauhcw Abou ofllcck Spur Church 
in Forrest City in the junior high school 
category and Chad Drown of first Church , 
Mansfield. 

"\Vorldly greatness doesn't make yo u 
feel happy and content and doesn't make 
you great in the Kingdo m of God,~ Drown 
said during his speech, "\Vhat Makes a 
Person Great." 

"I hope to be humble, a servant, have 
Jove and w lead young children and adults 
on the path of righteousness so that I can 
be great in the eyes of God,~ he said . 

Black said Brown's speech was video­
taped and sent to the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission for judging in 
the national Speak Out competition. 

He sa id a record number o f boys 
participated in the basketball tournament , 
also held at Immanuel Church and Calvary 
Church in litt le Rock. 

Winners of the first senior high school 
bracket were the team o f Calvary Church 
in Monticello, with Southside Church in 
Paragould taking second place honors. 

Winners in the first bracket for Hot 
Shot, a basketball shooting contest , 
included: josh Dowle r of Southside 
Church , Paragould , first p lace; Scott 
Keeling of Tomahawk Church , St. joe, 
second place; and jason Hall of Second 
Church in little Rock , third place. 

Winners of the second senior high 
school bracket were the first team of First 
Church, West Memphis, wilh First Church , 
Clint on , taking second place honors. 

GA Mother-Daughter Camps 
(For 1st-3rd grade girls) 

June 9-10, 1995 
June 16-17, 1995 

Cost $20 per person 

GA Mini-Camp 
(For girls fini shed grades 3-6) 

July 17-19, 1995 
July 20-22, 1995 

Cost: $32 per person 

Activities: Missionaries, singing, quiet times, crafts, 
swimming, recreation, and much more! 

For more Information contact: Arkansas WMU, P.O. Box 552, 
Little Rock, AR 72203 or phone (501) 376-4791, ext. 5137. 

Avai~ ln 20' to 33' Models 
(12 1o 37 passoogers) 

Church Buses • New and Used 
(We take trade-ins) 

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc. • Brentwood, TN 

Call Henry Headden 
1 (800) 370-6180. 1 (615) 371-6180 
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Second bracket HotShot winners included: 
Brad Purtle of Calvary Church in Hope, 
first place; jason Pe;arson of Congo Road 
Church in Benton, second place; and Todd 
Smith of First Church in West Memphis. 
third place. 

Winners of the junio r high school finals 
were the tc:un o f Immanuel Church, with 
First Churc h , \Ves t Memphis, tak ing 
second placc.junior high Hot Shot winners 
included: Mark DurrowofEastsidcChurch 
in Paragould , first place; and Brian Spigner 
of Immanuel Church in Little Rock, second 
place. 

Basketball sportsmanship honors were 
awarded to First Church in Smackover and 
Southside Church and Eastside Church , 
both in Pa~.tgould . 

Dlack said 10 basketball tournament 
players will be selected for a sport s 
evangelism mission trip to Vcnezucl:t july 
8- 15, based on sportsmanship, Christian 
characte r and athleti c ability. 

Swimming winners included senior 
high school overa ll winner Jimmy Collins 
of First Church, L.1ke Hamilto n, in the free 
style, speed and back stroke ca tegories 
and junior high overall winner Tho mas 
Gage, also of First , L.1ke Hamilton, in the 
free style and speed categories. 

SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY 
in Eureka Springs, AR! $31 Pkg lor Groups 
now includes lhe Besl ($13) Tickets, plus 

lodging & meals! Where One Call Does II ALL: 
KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM RESORT 

501/253-3418 

~;, 
are three diamond AAA rated , 
and are family owned and 
operated. Come, stay with us and 
share our warm hospitality . 
because we care. 

+++ Ozark Mountain Inn 
+++ Summer House Inn 

Please ask for our tour group packet. 
1/800/324-8745 
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Violence in Burundi impacts Baptist work 
By CmigBird 
SOC Forc-~n ,\lis ~ionlloHd 

llUJUMBUilA , IIUilUNDI ( Ill') - The 
tr.tgcdy wai ling to happen in Burundi has 
Southe rn Baptis t miss io naries and the 
Fo reign Miss io n Board 's r.tp id response 
team wondering what to do a nd w here. 

' fl1at wonder ~rows :lgainst the bac k­
dro p of a new wavt: o f ethnic kill ings in 
Bunmdi that h:ts thc po tentia l of escalating 
in to the genoc id e.: w hic h ocn•rrcd las t 
yea r in neighbo rin g Rwa nda between the 
same e thn ic groups, the llutus and Tutsis. 

'lllcvio lcncc in Hwa nda st:nt tl1o usa nds 
nccingas rd ugccs :lnd resulted in a millio n­
doll :l r-plus rdidcffort o n behalf of South· 
ern Baptists b)' th<.: Fo n.:ign Mission Board. 

'111t.: fcc: ling in Burund i is th:H Baptis t 
rclicfdfonssho uld focus o n n.:fugcc camps 
in Ta nzania if the.: nc.:cd a ri;ics, rather than 
try to o pcr.u c.: in Durundi in the middle of 
w h:u o ne.: o hsc.: rvc.: r ca ll s "civil murder. M 

Mc.::lnwhilc , c an.:cr miss io naries work­
ing to e::;t.a bl ish and s t rc.: ngthc.:n c hurches 
in thccc.:ntra l Afri<:an natio n arc perplexed 
abo lll their lo ng· and ::;ho rt -term futures. 

"Wc.:'re SliJ>JXlSed to leave fo r furl ough 
in th<: United States in July but right now 
w<: do n 't know ifwcc:1 n leave o ur wo rk in 

Burundi o r w hat , M miss io nary Cathy 
Brando n said . "Wc 'IJ jus t have to s it dow n 
and talk and pr.t}' about what to do . M 

The latest rou nd o f Viole nce exploded 
in Bujumbura, Burundi, Marc h 24. It left 
hundreds dead a nd sent tens o ftho uSJ nds 
ofrcfugcessu rgingacross the 7..aire bo rder. 

'llle Foreign Miss io n Board s urvey team , 
scheduled to go to Bunmdi before the 
latest OU[brcak o fkilling, a rrived April 6 to 
sec what Bapt ists sho uld do if ethnic wa r 
escal:ucs. The United Na tions repo rted 
gunfire and explosions aro und the capital 
both nights the s urvey tc.:am was th t.·rc . 

"On the surface, if yo u didn ' t know 
how things normall y arc. yo u'd think 
Bujumbura was no rmal if yo u just drove 
through the city, M sa id missio n :try Tad 
Tadlock , assigned to Uga nda but involved 
in worl..:ing with R \v:J. ndan refugees in Zaire . 

Entire neigh borhoods a nd m::arkets arc 
::aba ndoned in pockets of the c ity and 
fo reigners arc advised no t to travel o ut of 
the capital and no t to wa lk anywhere -
eve n a couple o f blocks - and to d rive in 
convoys, not in individ ual vehicles. 

'I11 e team visited with Unitc.:d Sta tes 
embassy o fficials and UNICEF ;1nd the 
United Natio ns lligh Commiss io n fo r 
Rdugec.:s (UNHCR). All tOld the Baptis ts 

they have reduced the ir presence to 
essential sta ff o nJy a nd on any trave l outside 
the c ity they do not take a ny Burundis 
with the m , lest they provo ke attacks. 

'I11e good news from the s urvey trip, 
according to Tadlock, is UNICEF expressed 
tilt c rest in working with Southern Baptists, 
f>t.I SS ibly in deliveri ng medicine to rural 
clinics a nd providing water in displaced 
person camps. 

"The bad news.~ he added, Mis that 
everybody is ve il' te nse and ne rvo us and 
alc.:rt . The Durundis arc very frightened. M 

' MK prayer calendar vX· 

Missionary kids att e nding college in 
Arkansas with birthdays in May: 

• May 5- j oel Gaddis, OllU Box 4188, 
Arkadelphia, An 71998·0001; sopho mo re 
from Zimbabwe. 

• May 19- John D:1vidson, OBU Box 
:1098, Arkad elphia, ,\R 7 1998·000 I ; 
sopho mo re fro m Nige ri a. 

• May 23 - Stephanie Lane , OBU Box 
4544, Arkadclphi:t, AR 71 998-0001; junio r 
fro m Mississippi. 

• May 26 - Nath:1n Cartwright , OBU 
Box 4 158, Arkadelphia, AR 7 1998-000 1; 
freshman from the Philippines. 

COOPER~TIVE B~PTIST F~LOW)'HIP 

3'td rtnnual 'fe«-e'tat !f~~em6ltf 
April 21-22, 1995 

Central Oaprisr 
Seminnry 

Starting at 6 p.m. Friday and closing at noon on Saturday 

SeefJ.H-d '8a,fttia (3~((/t(,~, 1.atte ~(J.c,k 

Bill Bnlster 
Coordinaror, Nariona/ CBF 

f t~ 4H-d {3eustdeJZ.t4H-d 

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
Arkansas is dedicated to reaching people 
for Christ through the local church and 
to support the mission of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and its related 
institutions. 

The A rkansas C BF is dedicated to preserving historic Baptist principles and thus cooperates 

with the national Cooperative Baptist Fellowship in missions and theological education. 
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SUMMER MISSIONS 
Summer missionaries to meet for orientation week 

Student missionaries will meet for 
orientation at Mills VaUcy Retreat Center 
near jackso nville May 30 through june 2 
to prepare for resort , migrant and 
associational missions this s ummer. 

The orientation is offered for student 
summer missionaries assigned to the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention missions 
department through state Baptist Student 
Unions, the Home Mission Board and o ther 
state conventio ns. 

ABSC missions department associate help people w here they a rc ." 
Pete Petty sa id the orientation is held for An additional benefit o f the tr.1i ning, he 
summer missio naries "so we can talk to said, is that Nwc feel like o ur o rientation 
them about their skills . We wiU take them will help students whe n thcy go b:tck to 
thro ugh trai ning in s uc h areas as their college campuscs.H 
evangelism, conducting Bac~l'ard Bible He no ted that the progrJm will include 
Cl ubs, Vacatio n Bible Schools and training in recreation , drama , interfaith 
recreat ion . ~ witnessing, migrant miss io ns , s pecial 

Petry sa id the training is invaluable - ministries, reso rt miss io ns and inter· 
because ~a summer missionary must do personal relationships. 
more than share the gospel. 111ey must Petry said participan ts will ~o direc tly 

from the orienta tio n to the ir mission field . 

fes~~ of Keylxmds! 

The collcgc·lcvd student summer 
missionark'swill scrvc fromjune 2 through 
Aug. 10. The missionaries arc paid a S60 
per week s tipend and s ponsoring 
ministries generally provide them with 
lodging and meals fo r the summe r. 

For mo re info rmatio n or to voluntee r 
to be a summer missio nary, contact Petry 
at the ABSC missio ns department; phone 
501·376·4791, ext. 5249. 

A.B. Culbertson and Company 
invites your indication of interest to: 

a concert of 4 
pianos with the 
Worship Choir of 

Calvary Baptist 
Church, Little Rock 

featuring pianists 

Jeff Bennett Ovid Young Stephen Nielson 

Saturday, 
May6 
7 p.m. 

Mark Hayes 

Tickets: $7 adults ~-- $5 students 
Available a t Calvary Baptist Church and the Baptist Book Store 

For Information , call 663·8303 

THE ROBINSON CENTER AUDITORIUM 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 

FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 

EARN UP TO 9. 90% 
Thesebordsm..lylx!plaa:d inase:II.<JirectcdCufberuoo 

IRA. TrllnSfers androllollersllCCeptcd,inrT'IO$tcases. 

Interest Payable Semiannually 
This announcertl(!n\ is neither iln offer to )ell 

nor il solicitation o f iln o ffer to buy. All o ff(n 
arcmadcbyprospccruson!y. 

A.B. Culbertson and Company 
F'll'l4nCi.l!Scrii!CesSir« l 9$4 

1250 Continental Plaz.a 
Fort Worth , Texas 76102 
Member: Chicago S rock E;cchonge 

Forrnorec.ompktelnfcrm11tlonaboutbon:l~sues,oblall'l~pror;pec:· 
ru. ... -t.k.h dtiatbos all af th par!kul..,,of rheundnr;Wng Read tt 
Colfclully bdore }00\"''f:ll or~ mor>l'\'· AU bol'lds ;:.,.:o!l~red at 
tace~plusaccroo1lnl~rat. subt<-;.l to a"'all..bollty. 

CAll OR RETlJRN TifiS TO: 

Martin Northern Call: 
P.O. Box 1302 (800) 468-3007 
Benton, AR 72018 (50 1) 778·5700 
l'lo:alc scrd me lnl0rm11tlon on the Ant M011g~e Chulch ISondl; 
c:unn~~ bdng o!fcrOO by A. 8. CuRxruQn .....t Company 

Me n•ber N/\SO & SIPC 

!iound Problems? 
Acoustical supply has the answer! 
Sound wall panel & ceiling products 

(501) 758·1965. (800) 264·2631 
8740 Maumelle Blvd., NLR 72113 

Are your Seniors Urad ol 
crawlingoverthe HUMP?The 
solulionisa 151)aSSe:l"rg8rvan 
wUhan Aisle, Rel.edRoota 

~~~~~~~!e:~;:\=~W l-"llol-lllilil~ 
1-BQ0-330--3822 • (817)484-6145 

BUSES! VANS! PEOPLE MOVERS! 
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Accept No St1bstitt1te 
There's only!!!!:!!_ 

FAMILY BOOKSHELF 
SINCE 1948, THE BooK CLUB You CAN TRusT 

Take Any 3 Books for just 98¢ 
and see why! 

<ZHRISTIAN 

ENTERTAINMENT 

AND INSPIRATION 

AT ITS GOOD 

WHOLESOME BEST 

Re<al$1 6.99 

""" .... 4543 A!lall $29.65 

Re<al$1895 £938 Re<.:il $11.99 8644 
tOOlOHG ASTRIJG.R tE STII.L YMSSTOif S 

64&0 Rftaill17.99 7331 
SAYTOTKS YCUIU.tl 

AS A MEMBER, YOU'll EI'\JOY: 
• S:lvings of upcoJ(m:md more on all the books you decide to buy. 
• EXUUSIVE EDITIONS! E:lch h:udco~r edicK>n conl3ins ::a lovely book plate to inscribe 

wi1h )'Our n:ame or to gh·e as a cherished gif1. Most include JX=rsorul messages from 
theautho l"5. 

a You'll earn valtLlble BONUS POINTS for evtry book purclusa.l. 

• FREE •llustr.ued ·rreview" c:u:ilogs d the books :av.~ ibiJie 10 you . 
• Gtrr SERVJCE. Just all our !lX) TOO-FREE NUMBER . 
• FREE RF.ADER'S CQ,\IPANION nev.'$le«ers bring yoo pt:oonal sa:ories :md ankles about 

your f:avorite authors. 
• EASY TO ORDER EASY Ol\UGATION. With each Ptt=\iewcualog. you'll receive ::a com·e­

nk'nt reply c;ud. If )'OU do not wish 10 or<kr any of !he books offered, simply rerum the 
easel b)• th~ cbre indorl!d. To quaiJy for 2.11 dub ~ndits, )'OU n«d only JA!rdwe four 
morcbook.so11crthe nextrwoye:ars, arlowclubprict:S. 

F.UIU.T HooOIIll¥. 40 (hT.N:IJIOt: I.>Ri\T~ O!APP.IQUA. NY l OS 14 

S!i02 R~l$17.9'.1 &451 Rffal $26.95 
ST~WIJltiOO 

r------------~~~~, 
~~m~~~y ACCEPTANCE r-oRM 

400>.-o!QOk Dr<Vc._ CluJ1U'l"' · NY 105 14 

/ wMt tuju;~ f"IU!rift 8uukklf 
YES' ~!~t~i~~ ~~~~h~;~ ;:n~ :c~;,~c;~~~~;~~ 
Books indic:nctl by numbers below :n just 98C, plus 
pack.1ging/mailing. I'll rccci\•c FREE ~Pre,·icw'" c::n:~. . 

logs. If I do nor. wish 10 order :myofrhe books offered, I 
will simply rerum the :J CCOmJJ:m~·ing reply card by the d.11c 
indicated. To qu::~ l ify for 311 club benefi ts, I need only 
purthasc four more books over the next two years. at low 
club prices. 

PRINT NUMDERS Of' YOUR TI-IREE JOINir.IG DOOKS 

.___ _ _,I ._I _ ___. 

Address------------

Cii>• _______ ,St:IIC __ Zip __ 

Conum:nt.~IUSAonly 

AJJ •J"f''oaUOIUlub,~IIO lf'P<OY,[ by 1"1m<Jy 6ook~hdf 
Pluoe allo., ~ 6 ..-cdn fO< ddovo:ry ol YGI" ,olning bo<lko 

L !!!~~----------- ,!6!,: ·~<~ .J 



Classifieds 

Music director - First Baptist Church, 
Anderson, Missouri, in search of a full·time 
music director. Send resume to: P.O. Box 1. 
Anderson, Missouri 64831 or call: 417·845-
3565. 

Pianist and organist - First Baptist, NLR, 
is in need of a parHime pianist and organist. 
Please call753-1 121. 

Revlvall - Apri l 23-26, Douglasville 
Church, with Otis Chapman. 

For sale- 1987 Ford 21-passenger people 
mover. Good engine, new paint, new interio r 
withcaptain'schairs. lnquires may call Kibler 
Baplisl Church, 501-632-2611. 

Church secretary needed- First Baptist 
Church of Maumelle is needing a financiaV 
church-secretary. The position will be 25-35 
hours per week. Qualifica tions include 
secretarial, financial , and computer skills 
as we ll as a sweet Christian spirit Call851-
3547 for further information, or pick up an 
ap plica tion at 120 Millwood Circ le, 
Maumelle, during business hours . 

Accepting resumes -for full-time music 
& youth director. Send resumes to Personnel 
Committee, Fairfield Bay Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 1029, Fairlield Bay, AR 72088. 

Accepting resumes- for part-t ime youth 
minister. Send to First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 438, Dierks, AR 71833. 

Classified ads must be submi"ed in wriling to the ABN office 
no less than tO days priortothedate of publication desired. 
A check or money order In the proper amount. ftgured at 90 
cents per word, must be included. Multiple Insertions of the 
samo ad must be paid for In advance. Classified ads shall 
be restricted to church-related subject ma"er. 

Evangelist Dalton Young 

" II I haven't been In your church, 
It's because you haven't asked." 
736 Jacquelyn Lane, Noble, OK 73068 

(405) 872-80BO 

tiDnica ~· ----r 
COf'IERS•F.O.X l!. ' -

Ra lptl Croy and Associates Inc. . ~ 

e 701 W. Caprtol. linte Rock • 378-0109 
1640 E. Grar~d Ave., Hot Springs • 623·7392 
1022 w. 6th, Pine Bluff • 534-8811 
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WORLD 
China missionary veteran 
James Herring dies at age 90 
By Ma rk Kelly 
SOC I'on:itJn,\tiuionl~rd 

TAYLORS, SC (UP)-An ea rly Southern 
Uap tist missionarytoCh ina. who narrowly 
escaped death du ring the communist take· 
O\'er in 1948, died r\pril 7 in Taylo rs, S.C. 

james AJcxander Herring, 90, was the 
son o f David Wells and Alice Rca Herring, 
Southe rn Baptist missio naries to China, 
1885 to 1929. andcontemporarir.:soff.tmed 
Southe rn Baptist missio nary lottie Moon. 

Born Feb. I, 1905 in Taia n, China, 
Herring lived there with his parents until 
a~e 10, when he retu rned to the United 
Sta tes fo r his educat io n. He ret urned as a 
Southe rn Baptist missio nary with his wife, 
Nan, in 1955. 

Herri ng was leading a revival in the 
interio r city o f Tsining when the commu­
nist revolu tio n in the country began in 
1948. Whe n communica tion lines to the 
city were severed. Herring and two other 
Southern Baptist missionaries broadca."l 
an urgent r.tdio mess;age to a p ilot frie nd in 
Shangha i. Th,·y fled to Yenchow, a nea rby 
town with an airport , to meet their rescue r. 

'llle)' arrived at Yenchow, however, 
o n!)• to come under heavy shelling from 
commun ist forces. The trio took shelter in 
the compound of the Ro man Catholic 
miss io n, whe re they hid unde r beds fo r 
protection. 

Finding . 
the best msurance 

When the shelling le t up, they crawled 
out and rested ag:a inst the wa ll. But the 
whistle of another inco ming ro und sent 
them diving fo r cover, just as the shelJ 
exploded o utside the ir room. 

·n,ey emerged from h id ing to find \he 
waU pocked by shrapnel where Herring 
had bee n sitting. The holes tr.tced the 
o utline of his body - he had escaped 
unham1ed. 

'lh rce days late r, a mule cart carried 
them into nationalist-cont rolled territory. 

Herring returned to the United Sta tes, 
where he and h is w ife waited in vain until 
1953 for the door to China to open again. 
'l11ey were reappointed by the FMll in 
1957 :lS missio naries to Taiwan , where 
they served until retirement in 1970. 

He served as p:~s t o r of the Kaohsiung 
Uaptist Church until 1964. when he was 
transferred to Taitung. ·while se rving there, 
Herring built a ho use and o pened a chape l 
to work with refugees fro m m:ain land 
China. · 

A gr.tduate o f B:aptist Bible Institute 
(nmv New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary), Herring also served as pastor 
of churches in Louis iana , North Carolina, 
South Carol ina and Georg ia. 

Survivors include Herring's wife, two 
daughters, two sons and a sister. Funeral 
services were held April II at l ee Road 
Bap[is[ Church in Taylors. 

is a matter of dollars & sense. 
Church Mutual can help. 
Price is an important consideralion when choosing coverage for your 
church. Bul value is the real lest of a policy -I he crucial combinalion of cosl, 
coverage and service I hat's invaluable in limes of need. For alrnosl 100 
years. Church ~ l utual has specialized in giving oulstand ing insurance value. 

Over 6.900 Soulhcrn Baplist churches are currenlly insured by Church 
~l utual. Their association wil h us began with a free, on·site evaluation of 
lheir insurance needs. ll 's lhe best way we know lo ensure 
lhc outslanding value I hat's made us I he leading 

~ 
insurer of churches. Requesl an evalualion for 
your church by calling us loll free today. 

In Arl\ansas, call 800-451-3354. 
19!}50\lrGhl.' ·',.JilnSurdfaCo-rpal1j The Spcc1ahst 



LESSONS FOR LIVING 

Convention Uniform 

How God comforts 
By Rkh L Klncl, pasto r, 

Central Church, Magno lia 
Basic passage, 2 Corinthians 1,1·14 
Focal passage, 2 Corinthians 1,3-11 
Central truth: God encourages us so 
that we can be a n encouragement to 
others. 

Discouragement is no rcspector o f 
persons. 

Charles Hadden Spurgeon, the great 
preacher in England, said, " I am the subject 
of depressions of spirit so fearful that I 
hope noneof}'OU ever get to such extremes 
of wretchedness as I do.~ 

The word comfon is repeated in various 
fonns I 0 times in verses 1-11 . 

I. God comforts us inallournfjlictious 
(vv. 3·4a). 

TI1c present te nse of the verb (v. 4) 
shows th:u God comforts us constantly 
and unf:•ilingly in al l our affliction. no t just 
certain kinds. Paul had endured great 
trouble(vv.S-11). When trouhlccame, he 
requested p r.•)•cr from his Christi:ln friends 
( v . I 1). Deliverance w ill come from God 
(v. 10}. 

II. We are to comfort others (11. 1b). 
The comfort we receive from God is to 

equip us fo r the God-like ministry of 
cornfoningothers. If we have experienced 
God's comfort, then we can "comfort them 
which arc in an}' trouble~ (v. 4b). My 
father had quadmplc hy-pass heart surgery 
on Christmas Day. A memberofm)•c hurch 
about his age, who had the same surgery. 
visited my fat he r scvcr:ll times in the 
hospital. What an encouragement :md 
"comforter'" he was! 

Ill. God lias to work in 11s before He 
can work thro 11gh us ( t'.5). 

Learning God's tmth is one thing, but 
living God 's truth is ano ther. 

When we suffer in the will of God wc 
arc sharing the sufferings of the Savior. 
This is what Paul refers to as ""the fellowship 
of the suffe rings" (Phil. 3: 10) . 11lesc arc 
the trials we endure because. like Christ. 
we arc faithfully do ing the F:llhcr·s will. 

As sufferings increase so docs God's 
grace and comfon . ·n1c word '"abound'" 
suggests the picture of a river overflowing. 
"But lie giveth more grace '" (James 4:6). 
God has ample grace for every need but 
He docs not bestow it in advance. As we 
experience the grace of God daily, it is 
invested in our lives as god!)' ch:lr:lctcr. 

Let God usc you to bean encouragement 
to others. 

This Ienon lr .. lmenl Is based on ll\e lnlerni!IOMI Bible 
L .. son lor Chrlstl1n Te•chll'lg Unllorm Serlu Cop~rlghl 
WerT\IIIloNJ Counc~ of EWell ion Used by permlulon 
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Life and Work 

The gospel of grace 
ByR. WUbUrHcrring, pasto remcritus, 

Central Church, jonesboro 
Basic passage, Acts 15,1-35 
Focal passage' Acts 15,1·29 
Central tn.Jth: Defend the gospel. 

I. Opposition to the gospel of grace 
(vv. 1·5). 

Paul and Barnabas had just re turned to 
Amioch with the wonderful news of the 
Gentiles having received the gospel in 
great numbers. nut always, when there is 
an advance in the Lord's work, the forces 
of evil rise up in opposition. So it was with 
ccn ain Phariscc..:sfromjudca w ho claimed 
that the converted Gentiles must be 
c irc umcised to be saved. Paul and Bamaba.'i 
disputed this false teaching, but it was 
decided by the church at Antioch that 
these two should go tO j erusalem and 
present this problem to the apostles and 
elders there. 

II. 11te defense of the gospel of grace 
(VII. 6-2 1). 

Pe te r fi rs t spoke, the n Paul and 
Uamabas.james, the pastor of the church 
in.Jerusalem, spoke last using the Scripture 
to prove that salvation was to come tO the 
Gent ilcs, and these would be saved without 
observing the law of Moses. His conclusion 
(vv. 19·20Ythat we trouble not them which 
among the Gentiles arc turned to God: but 
that we write unto them that thC}' abstain 
from poll ution o f ido ls, and from 
fomic:uion, and from things strangled, 
and from blood (Also read v. 21). 

Ill. Le tter of reco mmendation 
( I'll. 22·29). 

·n1e conclusion pleased the apostles 
and elders and the church sent chosen 
men to Antioch w ith Paul and Barnabas tO 
carry the letter of recommend:nion. Note 
the part the JIOI}' Spirit played in this 
decision in v. 28, ~ For it seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit , and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary 
things.M 

IV. Conclusion: It has alway s b£•en a 
temptation to some, to add to the gospel 
of grace, some other slfpulalfon than 
grace though faith. We must practice and 
defend the pure gospel of grace. It is not 
fait h in jesus plus something else. It is 
jesus and jesus only. Sec Romans 10:9. 

TNs lnson lreatniM'IIs based on lhe Ule 1rd Worlt Cuuiculum lol' 
Soulhem Baphsl Churchill, C09'fright by the Sund!ly School Boerd 
of the Southem Blptlst Conv111tlol'l. UMd by permlulon. 

April30 

Bible Book 

The kingdom of God is ... 
By Greg Stanley, pastor, 

First Church,Warrcn 
Basic passage' Mark 3,7.4<34 
Central Truth' The Kingdom of GOO 
w ill grow gradually but steadily as we 
t;)Jlare the good news. 

Mark"s gospel usually majors more on 
jesus' actions than His teachings. However, 
the founh chapter does contain several of 
our lord 's better-known parables. The 
subject is the Kingdom of God. These 
teachings follow jesus ' commissioning of 
the twelve and His fi rst major confron­
tations with the jewish religious leaders. 

The parable , simply defined as wan 
earthly sto ry w ith a heavenly meaning,~ 

was one of j esus' favo rite teaching 
techniques. The Kingdom was very often 
His topic. He told His followers, "'The 
secret o f the Kingdom of God has been 
given to you. But to those on the outside 
everything is said in parables"' (vv. 4:1 1). 
Some arc some of the Kingdom '"secrets. M 

• The sower and the seed (vv. 4: 1-20) 
teaches that response to the gospel will 
vary from person to person. However, as 
disciples faithfully share the message, 
spiritual fruit will be produced. Not all will 
respond, but some always w ill. 

• The lamp on the stand (w. 4:21·23) 
encourages each believer to continual!}' 
and willingly share the gospel. There is no 
place for a silent disciple. We receive so 
we can give. 

• ' l11e silently growing seed (vv. 4:24· 
29) affim1s the absolute necessity of God 's 
power in the Kingdom's growth. We must 
sow the seed, but the lord gives the growth 
and produces the harvest. "Success~ in 
Kingdom growth depends on God. not us. 

• The mustard seed (vv. 4:30·32) 
pictures the irresistible and infinite power 
of the Kingdom of God. From its seemingly 
small beginnings (only 120 gathered 
fo llowers in jerusalem afte r Jesus' 
ascension in Acts I : J 5), the Kingdom 
penetrated the known world by the end of 
the first century. lncludcd were people of 
all races, economic and social levels, age 
groups, and backgrounds. All were, and 
arc, welcome in the ldngdom. 

After nearly 20 centuries of gospel 
advance, these truths remain unchanged. 
Though we sometimes arc discouraged 
and tempted to give up, the power of the 
Kingdom remains in fo rce. TI1e promise: of 
its ultimate victory is still in effect. 

This 1esson1reamen11s lloUed on the Bible Book Study lol' Soulham 
Blpllst Chiii'Chls, copvrigr\1 by 1t11 SuOOiy School Bolrd of lhl 
Soulhem Blptlst Convention, Used by permission. 
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LESSONS FOR LIVING 

Convention Uniform 

Hindering the gospel 
By Rich L Klncl, pastor, 

CenualChurch, Magnolla 
Basic passage, I Corinthians 9 
Focal passage, I Corinthians 9,1-14, 

19-23 
Central truth: A generous Christian 
spirit toward our church employees 
will be blessed by God. 

The sto ry is to ld of the c hurc h 
committee that was considering a cost·Of· 
living adjustment for their pastor. O ne 
committee member disagreed. Then , 
reminded there had not been one the 
previous yea r, he replied, "I know, but if 
the preacher receives this increase, he 
w ill be making as much as I do! ~ Was this 
the same stingy church member w ho 
prayed, "Lo rd , you keep our preacher 
humble and we' ll keep him poor !" 

Thankfully, most of our churches do 
not operate this way and such an unbiblical 
mind-set is in the vast minority. 

1. Inadequate support is a shz which 
can hinder the gospel (vv. 1-14). 

Paul se t fo rth biblical principles for 
adequate suppo rt fo r ministries in our 
churches . He li sts six rcasonswhyachurch 
should support its minister: 

• He was an apostle (vv. 1·6). God has 
sent your pastor to your church to labor 
there . 

• It is customary (v. 7). These three 
types of workcrsarc paid fortheir work.lt 
should be true for God's workers as well 

• God's law teaches it (vv. 8-11). ·Jll c 
Lord provides His own spiritual rewards 
but His people arc to provide materially 
and generously (I Tim. 5:17). 

• It is done for others (v. 12). ·Inc 
church had always supported the pastor. 

•u is their way of life (v. 13). Pastors 
need to be provided fo r as the pattern has 
been since the founding oft he priesthood 
in Israel. 

• Jesus ordained it (v. 11). ·nle New 
Testament teaching re ite rates that of the 
Old Testament . 

ll . Set as ide that w hich hinders the 
gospel (vv. 19·23). 

A preacher of the gospel is under 
compulsion from God to preach the gospel 
(v. 16). He has been set apart by God. 
Failure to answer and fulfill God's ca ll 
brings the severest judgments Qos. 3: 1). 

Paul resembles your pasto r w hen he 
said he would not compromise the gospel 
or change the least truth in the least way in 
order to satisfy someone. 

This Ienon 1rea lmen1 Is bued on 11\e lnlemallonel Blbln 
L111on lor Chrbllan Tuchlng. Uniform Series. Copyright 
lotematlonal CouncM of Ec:U:Itlon. lhed by ponnlulon. 
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When Christians disagree 
ByR. WllburHerrlng, pastoremeritus , 

Central Church, Jonesboro 
Basic passage' Acts 15,36 - 16,15 
Focal passage. Acts 15<36-41 
Central truth: Christian workers will 
sometimes disagree. 

l T11edisagreement between Paul a11d 
Banwbns 

Paul proposed that he and Barnabas 
revisit cities where they had preached in 
As ia Minor. Paul was correct in his desi re 
to go back and strengthen the new 
Christians in the churches which they had 
established. We should rcmcmbertorcrum 
to the ones we have Jed to the Lord in 
order to teach them more about growth in 
grace. 

Barnabas agreed (Q Paul's suggestio n, 
but was detcrn1ined to take John Mark 
w ith them . Barnabas was one w ho always 
wanted to help those who were rejected 
or discouraged. Paul had his own reasons 
for not taking John Mark. Thus we have 
these two spiritual giants di sagree ing and 
having strong and determined differences 
of o pinion. Tile devil can have a hey-day in 
such a situation. 

II. Analyzing the disagreement 
It was not a disagreement over some 

doctrine, church policy o r method of 
advancing the gospel to a dying world. It 
was a difference of opinion as to a person 
-Jo hn Mark. Persons o r personalities are 
genera lly the cause for disagreements , 
divisions, c hurc h splits and new 
denominations. We will inva riably find 
two sides polarized around two headstrong 
individuals. The number o ne job of the 
paswr, deacons and staff members is that 
of preserving the unity of the church . We 
must do all we can to discourage such 
disunity . 

Iff. 71le great lesson we should leam 
When these disagreements arise we 

should not overreact, take our Bibles and 
go home. Note: Two great missio nary 
teams came out of this. Many times the 
work of the Lord is increased when such 
diffe rences pop up. God's great plan of 
redemption w ill not be thwarted by the 
pettiness of men. He will make good out of 
what is seemingly bad. Cheer up! The 
batt le rages! On to vic tory! God is in 
control! 

This losson ti"IIM"I&f"lt Is basod on tlwl Ulo and wonr; CLWflcuUTI 1o1 
Sovllwlm Baptist Ctlurthos. oopyrlo;tol by the S!lldly School &o.rd 
ol thoSouthomllaptist Cotwlnlion. Uaodby~. 
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Power struggle 
By Greg Stanley, pastor, 

First Church, Warren 
Basic passage; Mark 4,35-5,43 
Focal passage' Mark 5d-20 
Central truth: jesus is the power for 
overcoming sin and evil. 

Of aU Jesus' healing works recorded in 
Mark's gospel, perhaps the most frequent 
is that of casting out "evil spirits" or 
demons. Already Mark has mentioned it in 
vv. 1:2 1-28,34 , 39; andvv. 2:11 -12, 14- 15, 
22. Not o nly did this dramatically impress 
the c rowds, but perhaps it showed most 
clea rly Jesus ' supreme autho rity over evil. 

Modem biblical commentators and 
medical/psychological authorities have 
tried to explain demon possess ion as a 
psychological/emotio nal disorder or as 
various medical/ psychosomatic ailments . 
Some have eve n acc used jes us of 
accommodating Himself to the igno rance 
and superstitio ns of that pre-scientific age. 

TI1e fact is that Jesus always viewed 
those possessed as vict ims o f a spiritual 
disorde r and demon possession as a reality. 
When j esus' viewpo int is accepted, we 
lea rn much about dealing with the problem 
of evil and sin in our world . 

• Sin is a destructive force in the lives 
of people (vv. 5:2·5). This poor human 
being was mo re at ho me in the cemetery 
than wi th family and friends. His misery 
drove him to scream like a wild beast and 
to try to do physical harm to himself. 

• Sin is a powerful reality which is 
beyond any human control (vv. 5: 1-4). 
The demo n(s) drove and cont rolled this 
man until he was powerless lO help himself. 
Neither could others help him. In the face 
of sin and evil , we arc absolutely helpless 
to change o r control it in our own finite 
strength. 

• Sin is absolutely powerless when 
confronted with the authority o f)esus(vv. 
5:6-13). Our o nly hope is the holiness, 
righteousness and infinite power of the 
Savior. 

• Sin , When aUowed to run its course, 
results in death (vv. 5 : 11 · 13). The 
destruction of the herd of pigs by the 
demons is a graphic picture of the deadly 
consequence of sin. 

• A personal relationship wi th Jesus 
breaks the power of sin , revolutionizes 
the sinner and gives purpose and meaning 
to life (vv. 5: 14-20). The healed man 
became an indisputable w itness to the 
sovereign authority o f the Lord Jesus. 

Thb l&ssontmement Is based on tho Bible Book Study tor Soultem 
Baptlst c:twrch.I• , COP1rioNbyltlltSurdllySchooiBoemofa. 
Sovllwlm Baptist Conv&ntlon. UMd by perml:tslon. 

April 20, 1995 I P:oge 23 



Subscriber Services NEWS DIGEST 
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offers subscript ion plans at three ra tes: :,B~ackaby to host two spmtual awakenmg conferences 
Every Resident Family Plan gives :• ATI~~CJ\P}-Siudenlsofspiritual rcviv;~larc morcinlcrcslcdinways toacComplish 

churches a p re mium rate w hen they send it 1oday than l Carning about such incidents in the past, accord ing to Henry Olackaby, 
the Newsmagazine to a ll their residen t Southern Baptist Home Mission Ilo:ud directo r fo r prayer and spi ritual a'ivaken.ing. 
househo lds. Resident fam ilies arc calcu· W'Jllere's an urgen t cry for the practical ou tpouring of the presence of God in our 
Ia ted to be at least o nc·fourth of the day, M said Dlacka by, who w ill host two national conferences this spring on that topic 
c hurc h's Sunday Sc hool e nro llm e nt. for Southern Baprist pasrors and Ja y leadership. 
Churches who send o nly to membcrswho Bo th meetings, at the Ridgecrest, N.C., and Glorieta , N.M., conTercncc centers , w ill 
request a subscriptio n do nor qualify fo r include opportunit ies for several leadership gro ups. including state leaders, women 
I his lower rate o f $6.36 per year fo r each and et hnic group . to discuss ways to implement the ideas learned, he said. 
subscriptio n. Ror Fish , professor o f eva ngelism at Southwesrern Baptist Theologic3l Seminary, 

A Group Plan (fo rn1erl y ca lled the willlc:•d sess ions at the. Ridgecrest conference. 1l1c Glorie ta conference w ill fea1urc 
Avery Willis. m•erseJs vice president of the Fo reign Missio n Hoard , and ruchard Owen 
ltobert s, p resident of lntcmatio nJI Awakening Ministries. 

·n1c Ridgecrest conference w ill be April 24·28; the Glorieta conference wilJ be ~13y 
1·5. ·n1c rcgist rntio n and p rogram fcc costs S60 per perso n. excluding meals :1 nd 
housing. Addil ionJI info m1at ion is ava il :1ble fro m the HMB's office of prayer and 
spiritua l a\v3kening at 404·899·7779. 

..: ~ = :: :.. .., ..... ..... 
Bible translations now available in 341 languages 

NEW YORK (ABP) - ·n1c complete 13iblc is no w avai l3ble in 34 1 of the world 's 
languages and the New Testament in 822, according to an annua l report by a group 
committed to 1r.msla1ing, publ ishing and distri buling the Scriptures . 
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Club Pl:m) allows c hurch members to get 
a be tre r than individua l rate when I 0 o r 
more of the m send their subscriptions 
toge ther th rough their church. Subscri b· 
crs th ro ugh the gro up pl:m pay $7.08 per 
rea r. 

Individual subscriptions may be: pur· 
chased hy :1nyonc at the ra te o f $8.85 per 
yea r. ·n1ese subscri ptions arc more costly 
because they require individual altcnt ion 
fo r address changes and renewal notices. 

Ch a nges o f addn:ss hy ind ividuals 
may be made w ith the above fom1. 

Whe n inquiring abou t your subscrip· 
tio n b)' mai l, please include the address 
label. Or ca ll us at (50 1) 376-479 1. ext. 
5 156. Be prc..:parcd to give us your code 
line info m1ation. 
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At le:1st o ne book of t he Bible is now ava ilable in 2,092 ofrhc world's estimated 6,000 
languages, said Eugene Habecker, p resident of the American Bible Socicry, while 
releas ing the 1994 Scripture L:mguage Report . TI1e report was compiled by the New 
York·bascd Bible socict)' and il s global pa r1ncr, the Uni ted Bible Socie ties. 

Atlc:1st :1 po nion ofScripturc <~ppeared in 27 new languages, accord ing to thcrepon . 
Four new Bibles were repo n ed :1nd the New Testament was made ava il:1blc fo r the first 
time in 18 more languages. 

Ethnic growth keeps SBC from hitting statistical decline 
A 1lANTA ( AUP)- Witho ut the increase in ethnic congrega tio ns overt he I :1st decade 

;md 3 half, the Southern Baptist Convention would be a decl ining deno mination. 
M'lllc SBC would show a ncg:J tivc 3 percent growth ra te in number of congreg:1tio ns," 

said Di ll Fulkerson , assist:mt direc to r o f language church ex tension at the Sout hern 
Baptisl Home Mission Hoard. 

B)' the mid·1980s, the SBC's ethnic·minority membership was growing at the fastest 
rat e of :mr American dcnomin:llion, acco rding tO a United Methodist survey. Southern 
B:lpt ists Jed U.S. denominations in establishing new cthnic·mino rity congregations 
du ri ng the 1975·19R4 period, the survey also showed. 

The trend has continued so th:ll today Southem Baptists across the natio n worship 
in 101 languages and dia lec ts in more th:m 8,000 non·Anglo l:1 nguagc :1 nd cultural 
churches wilh more than 500,000 members . 

lli sp:~nic congrega tions comprise the single largest SOC language·culturc group wit h 
3.487 churches :md miss ions with more than 236,000 members. As ian , Caribbean, 
European :111d Middle E:1 stcrn congregatio ns arc am()ng Southe rn Baptists' fasrcst· 
growing. 

Po Us indicate fewer non-Christians attending churches 
(ABP)- Fewer non-Christians arc attending churc h and only one in five baby busters 

rcgul :1 rl y reads the Bible, according to two annua l assessments of ke)' indicators in 
America n religious beliefs. 

Bot h the Barna Research Group :tnd the Ga llup Poll have released annual rcpons of 
poll findings :lllout re ligious beliefs :md pr.Kticcs in America. Among their findings arc: 

• Fewer non· hri sti :1 ns arc attending church services, according to nama . Four 
yc:m; :•go, 53 percent of the people att ending church services o n a given weekend were 
not born ·again Christians. That p roportion has dropped to 45 percent . 

• Those least likcl )' to rc:1d the Bible during the week arc baby busters, Bama found. 
Only 2 1 percent of people under age 35 read the Bible during the week, about half the 
r.ne of people 65 or o lder. 

• Nearly 80 pcrct.:ru o f American adults believe in miracles, Ga llup repo rted , while 
12 percent do not believe and 9 percent aren't sure. 

• 96 pt:rccnt of American adults say they bel ieve in God o r a un iversal spirit , 
according to the Gallup F)oll . just 3 percent say they do n't be lieve in God. 
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