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May 25 is a "Day of Prayer for the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine" 
People O nearly 400,000 people who 
are members of Arkansas Baptist 
chur<.hes D They need a channel of 
communication about their faith and 
about the news about their faith D 
The task of the Arkansas Baptist 
!1.Jewsmagazine is to be that channel. 
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I must say it 
Charles H Ashcraft / f.xecullve Secretary 

The ultimate defense 

(Prov. 16·7. Luke 6·26; Psm. 91 :7) 
Po~Hive people have positive enemies. The more 

ro~itive they become, the more enemies they have. 
Godliness and positiveness hold a natural repulsion to 
evil people. (Mark 5:6-7) Devils cry out defemively even 
unprovoked. 

Unreconciled people consider even the emissary of 
truth as their enemy, hence hate the messenger as well 
il~ the message. (Gal. 4:16) Any direction a Godly 
rer~on turns, he will encounter the natural reaction to 
illl he stands for. Any Christian must take notice when 
illl men speak well of him. (Luke 6:26) . 

This fury often comes in the form of mean letters, 
tirndes of wrath or endless harassment. It often takes 
form in persecution of the family of the Godly person 
and then takes an added dimension of a conspiracy to 
destroy. All public servants are aware of the Satanic 
r.rposition of evil against righteousness. (John 15:18-20) 
[I Pi>ter 5·8) 

What is our hope among so many adversaries? 
Wherein is our defense? 

Our defense always lies in an active prosecution of 
our Godly work. It is hard for the enemy to hit a moving 
target. The fury of any action always hits the lazy 
inactive defensive people the hardest . 

Our defense is not of our own doing, much as we may 
fePI we must actively retaliate. The ultimate defense for 
the Christian is found in Proverbs 16:7, "When a man's 
ways rlease the Lord, he maketh his enemies to be at 
peace with him." 

It is not illogical or w rong to surmise that God will 
overshadow his people as they serve him acceptably. 
(P~m . 91:1-7). When this concept is accepted and 
believed it becomes operative as a great instrument of 
reace. satisfaction, security and well being. It 
Pliminates retaliation, revenge, or ugly reactions from 
any consideration of the Christian. 

This assurance from the Word of God (Prov. 16:7) 
allows the Christian to continue his ministry oblivious to 
the harassment, intimidation, interruption , or criticism · 
about him. 

It allows a full night's sleep and a full day's work with 
a few halleluiahs tossed in for good measure. It 
rrevents thpse depressed times when one could cry out 
with Elijah, " I, even I, only remain a prophet of the Lord, 
and now they seek my I ife to take it." 

May I remind you the odds are reduced considerably 
when the fire of God falls and surely it will for those 
who please the Lord. The mouth of the lion will be 
closed, the bear will back away and it will be cool in the 
furnace. 

"When a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh his 
enemies to be at peace with him." This may be our 
ultimate defense against the world order about us. 

I must say it' 
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In this issue 

1976 in Arkansas 6 
The official calendar for 1976 in the Arkansas 
naptisr <irate Convention shows events now 
,cherluled for next year in the state. 

Help for refugees 8 
<in11thern Baptists, through both large and small 
groups, ,ire aiding refugees from South Vietnam 
who are settling in the United States. 

Trends in SBC: · a series 9 
Vertical mobility is a trend in Southern Baptist 
life, says T.8. Maston, emeritus seminary 
professor. This first of a series of seven articles 
tells what the term means and whether the trend is 
goorl or had. 

People and the state paper/cover 12 
Informing and inspiring people-Arkansas Baptists, 
to he specific--is what the state paper is all about, 
and now Arkansas Baptists are being asked to 
remember the work of the state paper in prayer. 
<iunrlay, May 25, has been designated as this day 
of prayer. 
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The sin of gossip 

One of the most condoned sins among Christians, yet 
one of the most harmful , is that of gossip. M alicious 
gossip has destroyed many good persons. I t has also 
thrust the guilty beyond help. 

An old story tells of three college friends going on a 
fishing trip after many years of separat ion. The men, all 
active in their own local chuq::hes, began to confess 
their sins. The first shameful ly confessed drinking an 
occasional cocktail with business associates. The 
second said he sometimes bet on the horses. Since the 
third had said nothing he was questioned about his sin. 
Finally he admitted "My sin is gossip and I can hardly 
wait to get back to tell everyone about you fellows." 

As bad as the sins of the fi rst two men were, the third 
man's was probably worse. James warns us " The tongue 
is a fire, a world of in iquity : so is the tongue among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body,· and setteth on 
fire the course of nature; and is set on fire of hell." 
(James 3:6.) 

James vividly pictured the work of the gossip as that 
of "fire.'.' The man who drags up evil and spreads it can 
damage for a long distance. Just as fire may cover a 
whole range, a chance word dropped at the end of the 
country may bring heartbreak at the other end. 

Like fire, gossip is uncontrollable. Once a rumor is set 
into motion its damage may never be undone. 

A defin ition of the word " gossip" gives insight into its 
ugly nature. It may be defined as idle talk, not always 

Guest editorial 

Day of ·Prayer for ABN 
Every ministry must be undergirded by prayer if that 

min istry is to have a spiritual impact. The Arkansas 1 
Bap t ist 'Newsmagazine is a ministry that deserves our 
prayerful consideration . 
· Each week the ministry of the Arkansas Baptist · 

Newsmagazine enters into 67,400 homes primarily in 
the state of Arkansas. If there is an average of four 
people to the home, then it has a potential of reaching 
269,600 people with the message of Christ and His 
Kingdom. But suppose only half of the potential is 
actually reached , we still have a ministry reaching 

" 134,800 people week in and week out. Since we know 
that the printed word has a long term expectancy, there 
is no way of estimating how this ministry continues on 
with its abiding fruit month in and month out and year 
in and year out. 

It is a ministry that deserves and demands our 
1 prayers. Dr. Everett Sneed and his staff, as well as the 

contributors to the magazine, should be blessed by the 
prayers of all of our people in the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. We should not take them for granted, and 
we should not. expect them to go about business as 
usual without interceding for the writers, the layout 

The editor's page 
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true, about other people and their affairs. 
There may be many subconscious factors which 

prompt an individ ual to gossip. Many who engage in 
this activity may be unconsciously attempting to 
elevate themselves above others. By downgrading 
others they may feel that they have attained more 
stature. 

O thers may gossip simply because they lack enough 
wholesome thoughts and activities to fill their minds. 
They should be applying themselves to more 
constructive thought processes. 

The most important quest ion is "How can a person 
avoid being caught up in t he evil of gossip?" To begin 
w ith, he must recognize th is for what it is - sin. 
Consciously, each of us must seek to avoid it, for it can 
capture us without our even being aware of it. . 

Each of us should recognize the tremendous harm 
that can be done from idle gossip. Many_ people have 
been destroyed by it, even when the rumors were total ly 
untrue. 

W e should also seek God's help. W e should no t only 
refrain from the spread of rumors but we should also 
make every effort to avoid hearing them. 

Finally, we should ask God to help us f ill ' our lives 
with positive, good, and wholesome activ ities and 
thoughts. An active mind controlled by God w ill have 
little time for idle talk. 

personnel, the printers and the distributors. It is the 
official organ of J\rkansas Baptists, and it should be 
bathed in the prayers of the saints. 

As a convention, we have designated May 25 as a 
"Day of Prayer for the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine" 
and the staff that has the responsibility for its weekly 
pub lication. Please pray for this spiritual ministry in 
your worship services on that day. Why not suggest that 
every department and every class in Sunday School 
offer a prayer for Dr. Sneed and his staff on that day? 

Would you also pray that the Lord will lay it upon the 
hearts of the congregations of all of our churches to 
send the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine ·to every 
family in each church? An informed church member is 
an involved and cooperative church member. It should 
be the desire of every pastor to keep his people fully 
informed on the Kingdom's work in our churches, 
associations, state, nation and around the world . 

Let's join our hearts together on May 25, 1975, and 
· pray for the wonderful ministry of the Arkansas Baptist 

Newsmagaiine. Then let's see what great and wonderful 
things our God can do wi•', this portion of our 
cooperative ministry. -:R. Wilbur Herring · 
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One layman's opinion 
Daniel R Cr ant/ Presidert OBU 

Are we permanent captives of T.V . morality? 

One of the oldest debates known to <;ince World War II we have seen 
m;in centers around whether personal " lelevi~ion morality" replace " Hollywood 
moral ity is better or worse than it was i n morali ty" and the onslaught against 
rirevious periods of history. Some very t rad i t ion al morality has continued . 
thoughtful rieople argue persuasively Consider the plight of the Christian 
rhat the world is ~lowly getting better and parents who would like for their children 
hettPr. More often the older generation ro grow up with strong convictions that : 
(and more recently even the younger (1\ Christian marriage is "till death do us 
gPneration] ask sadly, " What's the world part ," (21 total abstinence is the wisest 
comin g to7" and cite increasing riolicy toward alcoholic be~erages, ~nd 
corruption and immoral ity. Still o thers ( I\ rire-marital or extra-marital sex 1s a 
argue that man has been, and will vio lat ion of Christian standards of 
continue to be, basically the same, no morality. Modern television daily 
hetter, no worse. bombards every American home with a 

PPrhaps I am unduly influenced by lifestyle that proclaims the attractiveness 
w hat has happened in the " Bible Belt and acceptability of pre-marital and 
<;outhland" but I bPlieve there is Px tra-marital sex, short-term marriage, 
~ubstantial evidence that American and ;i lcoholic beverages. Whatever came 
morali ty has sl ipped steadily downward of the " equal time rule" to protect 
during my lifetime. Mine is the view of opposing viewpoints on controversial 
one who was bo rn in the '20s, attended i~sues7 What on earth would the 
~chool in the '30s and '40s, and reared 1elevision industry do if suddenly they 
children in the 'S0s, '60s, and '70s. There wPre required to produce an equal 
can ~e l ittle doubt that in the '30s and 11mount of program rime supporting a 
'40s "Hollywood morality" had a Christian view of sex, marriage, and 
tremendous influence on Americans. The · rersonal morality? 
traditional Sunday School class was If it is true that Christian morality is in 
hardly a match for the moral impact of the minority in the United States and 
motion pictures, lelevision morality is the mode of the 

American majority , concerned Christ ian 
riarents of all denominations, whether 
f3apt i~t, M ethodist, or Nazarene, need to 
un11e in self-defense. It is one thing for 
riarent~ to withstand the onslaught of 
televi~ion morality . It is quite another 
t hing for children to do so. 

Dr. Grady C Cothen, Presiden t of the 
Southern Bapt ist Sunday School Board, 
undoubtedly had this in mind recent ly 
w hen he said i t is time for a Christian 
coun tera ttack on " a subtle , evil 
educational process that is overtaking 
America." He was speaking in Houston to 
a conference of over 1,000 Southern 
Rapt ist religous educators : " Too long we 
have trusted our world and accepted its 
~tandards o f morality." He pointed to the 
common defense for the new morality as 
"it is real ity," but added, " There are 
many kinds of real ity that I don' t want for 
dinner." 

It really is t ime for a cou nterattack . It 
is time for a massive new strategy to 
Pquip Christian people to cope with the 
new forces of secularism . I have to 
bPlieve that the moral i ty of the Christ ian 
homP will ultimately lead society rather 
than follow society. Hopefully te lev ision 
i~ ~till our servant and not our master. 

Letter to the editor---------------------------
0 ne side of issue? 

We have read with great interest over 
the past two months articles in The 
Arkansas Baptist dealing with the pros 
and cons of the . tongues-speaking 
movement . 

Most Baptists by now are aware that 
~peaking in tongues is definitely Biblical, 
and at least 10 percent of all Baptists are 
estimated by Logos Magazine to have 
received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
according to Acts 2:4 with tongues as the 
initial evidence. 

We have noticed that the articles you 
have run so far, with exception of one or 
two letters from your readers, have all 
st re ssed the misuse of tongues . 
Admittedly Paul's instructions were given 
for correction but they were also given 
for-instruction in the proper use of gifts 
of the spirit. 

Your magazine's great preoccupation 
with the misuse o f tongues tends to 
present a picture of people who are 
scared to death that they will get 
something from God for fear that they 
will misuse it. We would suggest that this 
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is not unlike a picture of people who are 
afraid to experience salvation for fear 
that they will become hypocrites. 
Thousands of unsaved use this latter 
excuse today to rationalize their lost 
condition. In- a similar manner, it seems 
that many people today would excuse 
themselves for not having experienced 
all that God has promised to them, 
namely power to witness after that the 
Holy Ghost has come upon them. 

People today experience salvation the 
same way the disciples did, they are 
baptized in water the same way the 
disciples were, and they also should 
expect to receive the Baptism o·f the 
Spirit the same way the disciples did. 
Otherwise, the Bible would seem not 
unlogically to be very inconsistent. 

We hope to see in the future, if this 
magazine is to go out of its way to print 
opinions from ministers of other 
denominations (which incidentally we 
find no fault with, as per the article by 
the mini~ter from the Church of thP 
Nazarene)-we hope to see it also RO out 

of the way to present the positive side of 
speaking in tongues as per the Rev. 
Cha.rles Simpson and the Rev. John 
o~teen , both Southern Bapt ist min isters 
who have found that the positive far 
outweighs the negative as concerns both , 
~peaking in tongues as the initial 
ev idence of the Holy Spirit Baptism and 
speaking in tongues as a distinct gift of 
the Spiri t. 
- An estimated 10 percent from every 

denomination are estimated to have 
experienced the Acts 2:4 experience. We 
are anxiously awaiting a Southern Baptist 
explosion as described in this 
magazine. -Richard Mc Clure, . Rt. 3, 
Fayetteville 

Editor's note: Thank you for your letter 
and the clarity with which you have set 
forth your position. The Newsmagazine 
would, however, be forced to "go out of ~ 
its way" to find credible Southern' Baptist 
scholarship who find great benefit in 
speaking in tongues. It has been our 
attempt to present first-rate scholars who 
adhere to the traditional Baptist view. 

ARK AN...«..A.!i RA.IIT.J!.:C N.E..W!..UAC..A7_ll,J 



------- ------ ------ - - -Arkansas all over 
Arkansas literature 

writers announced 
NASHVILLE-Three Arkansas writers 

contributed to April-May-June quarter • 
literature published by the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board. 

~ '1 John W . Mayner, rehabilitation 
& counselor at Ft. Smith, wrote for "Sunday 

Adams Harper Van Payne Gwen Payne Wise School Young Adults." Mrs. Betty 
Wilfong, senior high church training 

Five Arkansans in Journeyman program 

director at Immanuel Church, Little 
Rock, wrote for "Come Alive for 
Teachers" (Church Training), and Twyla 
Wright, Batesville, for "Care" and "Ca~e 

Five Arkansans are among those 
scheduled to serve in the SBC Foreign 
Mission Board's Journeymen program 
beginning this summer. 

School System. She is a graduate 
Union University, Jackson, Tenn. 

of for Leaders" (Church Training.) 
Nearly 3,000 writers from over the 

Southern Baptist Convention are 
employed every year by the Sunday 
School Board to write • for Church 
Services and Materials Division 
literature. They write for monthly, 
quarterly and undated periodicals, 
Vacation Bible School products and 
Church Study Course materials. The 
Sunday School Board publishes 10 
monthly and 97 quarterly periodicals. 

Eighty-six young adults were approved 
for training as missionary journeymen at 
the April meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board held in Columbia, 
S.C. 

Journeymen are college graduates 26 
years of age and under who serve 
overseas in jobs alongside career 
missionaries for a two-year term. They 
accept assignments based on specific job 
requests from missions (organizations of 
missionaries .) 

All members of Baptist churches, they 
will be commissioned for overseas 
service July 25 in Richmond, Va., after a 
seven-week training period this summer 
at Meredith College, Raleigh, N.C. 

David Adams will be employed as a 
teacher of music education and church 
music in Monrovia, Liberia. He is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Adams of Rogers, 
and is a senior at Southwest Baptist 
College, Bolivar, Mo. Adams expects to 
be granted the B.M.E. degree this month. 

Bob Harper will serve as a counselor 
and teacher at Children's Home for Boys, 
Mene Grande, .Venezuela. He is a senior 
at Ouachita University and will receive 
the B.A. degree this month. Harper is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Leland J. Harper, 
missionaries to Asuncion, Paraguay, his 
birthplace 

Mr. and Mrs. Van C. Payne will work in. 
Nairobi, Kenya. Mrs. Payne is the former 
Gwen Gullage. She lived in Little Rock 
while growing up, and her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. William McNabb Gullage, now 
live in Mississippi. She is now a third 
grade teacher in Gulfport, Miss., and will 
be employed as a teacher in Rosslyn 
Academy in Kenya. Her husband will be 
a communications worker in Kenya. He is 
currently a reporter, assignment editor 
and anchorman for WLOX-TV, Biloxi, 
Miss. 

Carla Wise will be a teacher in 
Asuncion (Paraguay) Christian Academy. 
She is a Tennessee native who lived in 
Arkansas while growing up. She is now a 
teacher for the Dyer County (Tenn.) 

M.A._\' H: :IQ-,, 

The journeymen, who will toin 
Southern Baptist missionaries in 34 
countries, will serve in the fields of 
education, nursing, pharmacy, medical 
technology, student work, evangelism, 
youth and music work, secretarial work 
and agriculture as well as other types of 
jobs. 

The 1975 trainess include both college 
seniors expecting to be graduated this 
~pring and those who already have a 
bachelor's degree, currently either in 
graduate school or working. 

Besides aiding the work of the mission 
to which he or she is assigned, the 
journeyman returns home to aid the local 
Baptist church's knowledge of and 
concern for people in other parts of the 
world. 

Since the missionary journeyman 
program was begun in 1%5, about 625 
young Baptists have served overseas. 
Stanley A. Nelson, an associate secretary 
in the· board's missionary personnel 
department, is director of the 
journeyman program. 

Norn inations asked 
The 1975 Convention Nominating 
Committee will be pleased to 
consider suggestions from Arkansas 
Baptists concerning nominations 
for vacancies or expiring terms on 
hoards and committees to be 
considered at the convention 
meeting this fall. Please address 
vour communication to: 
Rev. Bill Kreis, Chairman 
Convention Nominating 
Committee 
Box .550 
Little Rock AR 72203 

Arkansans to get 

seminary degrees 

Rrown Mrs. Brown 

NEW ORLEANS-Kenneth L. Brown, 
son of Dr. and Mrs. D.A. Brown of 
Fayetteville, is among the 136 students at 
New Orleans Seminary scheduled to 
receive degrees and diplomas during the 
57th Annual Commencement Exercises 
on May 17. Conferring degrees will be Dr. 
Landrum P. Leavell, president. 

Brown, who will be awarded the 
master of divinity degree, graduated 
from Fayetteville High School. He earned 
his bachelor of arts degree at Ouachita 
University, Arkadelphia. 

He is married to the former Donna Pike 
of Texarkana, Tex., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harrison Pike, missionaries to 
Angola, Portuguese West Africa. A 
graduate of Ouachita University with a 
bachelor of music degree, Mrs. Brown is 
scheduled to receive the master of music 
degree from New Orleans Seminary in 
May. 

The Browns have a son, Michael, age 
2. 
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1976 Calendar 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

M A KF. YOUR WILL MONTH 
Freedom '76, National Meeting for Students and Young Ad~lts 
(San Antonio) . . · 
Chri stian Wills Emphasis 
Spring Semester Registration , Southern Baptist College 
Bible Study Week (Hosea) 
Witness Commitment Day 
Ass? c iational Faculty Training Clinic (Sunday School) 
Spring Semester Registration, Ouach ita Bapt ist Universi ty 
Superintendents of Missions Retreat · · 
Baptist Building Staff Retreat 
F~sting an~ Prayer, '76 Life and Liberty Campaign 
Life and Liberty Evangelism Conference Immanuel Little 
Rock ' ' 
Baptist Men's o'ay 
New Work Seminar, Area (Missions) 
Area-Wide New Member Training (Church Training) 
ACT IV, Acteens Meeting (Grades 10, 11, 12), Arkadelphia, 1st 

Baptist World Alliance Sunday 
Associational Training Schools (Sunday School) 
Christian Focus Week, Ouachita Baptist University 
Volunteer-Part Time Music Directors and Accompanists 
Workshop 
Race Relations Sunday 
Religious Emphasis Week, Southern Baptist College 
Pastoral Leadership Seminar (Church Training) 
WMU Focus Week 
Christian Higher Education Day 
New Work Seminar, Area (Missions) 
State Vacation Bible School Clinic 
Interpreters' Workshop (Deaf Work, Missions) 
BSU leadership Training Conference 
Church Training Preschool-Childrens' Works~ps . 
State Stewardship-Foundtltion Glinic, Little R4j>ck 
Leadership Conference (Cooperative Ministries with Nat'I 
Rapt.) 
Church Music Workshop, Ouachita 
Regional Library Workshop (Church Training) 

Week of Prayer for Home Missions and Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering 
Baptist Men's Meeting 
State ..Handbell Festival 
Home Missions Day in Sunday School 
Arkansas WMU Annual Meeting, Little Rock, First 

. Youth Week 

~1-July 2 

IUNE 1976 
4-'> 
7-11 
11-12 
1 ~-14 
11·14 
14-18 
15-17 

.. 18-20 
21-25 
21-26 
22 . 
28-July 2 
28-July 3 

. IULY 1976 
1 
4 
'>-10 
'>-Aug. 6 
11 
12-17 
12-17 
19-24 
19-24 
26-31 
26-31 

<\UGUST 1976 
2-7 
2-5 
'>-6 
9- 11 
1b-20 
20-21 
21 
21-27 
21-27 
10-Sept . 1(Tentat ive) 
10 

SEPTEMBER 1976 

Summer School - First Term, Ouachita Baptist University 

Boys (6·8 yrs ) and Fathers Encampment, Paron 
RA Camp (Grades 4-12), Paron 
Rapfr:,t Men's Encampment, Paron 
Music Conference, SBC, Norfolk, Virginia 
WMU Annual Meeting, Norfolk , Virginia 
RA Camp (Grades 4-12), Paron 
Southern Baptist Convention , Norfolk, Va. 
Arkansas Baptist Conference for the Deaf (Missions) 
RA Camp (Grades 4-12), Paron 
Adult-Youth Music Camp, Ouachita 
State Music Tournaments 
RA Camp (Grades 4-12), Paron 
Siloam Springs Assembly (first Week) 

life and Liberty State-Wide Rally , Little Rock 
life and liberty Sunday (High Attendance Sunday School ) 
Siloam Springs Assembly (Second Week) 
Summer School - Second Term, Ouachita Baptist University 
Day of Prayer for Associational Missions 
Siloam Springs Assembly (Third Week) 
GA Camp, Paron · 
Siloam Springs Assembly (Fourth Week) 
GA Camp, Paron 
Siloam Springs Assembly (Fifth Week) 
Acteens Camp, Paron 

GA Camp, Paron 
Music Camp for Young Musicians, Ouachita 
State Youth Evangelism Conference 
National Baptist Youth Camp, Paron (Girls) 
National Baptist Youth Camp, Paron (Boys) 

Associational Church Training Retreat 
Fall Semester Registration, Southern Baptist College 
Area Music Leadership Clinics 
Church Secretaries ' Seminar (Church Training) 
Fall Semester Registration, Ouachita Baptist University 
Area Youth Emphasis Institutes (Sunday School) 

Spring or Fall- Sunday School Attendance Campaign 
- ,unday School Growth Campaign 
- ,tinday khool People Search 

BAPTIST FOUNDATION MONTH 

Baptist Foundation Sunday 



20 

~ 
21-April 4 

> 28 
-< 29 
-' 10 

,!-"' 

-' 
1,0 
...... 
<.n 

APRIL 1976 
1-3 

2 
1 
Ci-6 
5 
6 
8 

9 

10 

10 
11 
11-25 
16 
18 
19-21 
24 
25 
25 
26-27 
10-May 1 

MAY 1976 
1 
2-9 
1 
6-7 

7-8 
6 
8 
10-12 
14-15 
14-15 
17 

"" 21-22 
Al 25 lQ 
~ 25, 27 
...... 10 

11 

Associational Baptist Youth Night 
Life and Liberty Crusade (East) · 
Associational Hymn Sings 
Northwest District Church Training Tournament, Rogers, 1st 
West Central Distri<;:t Church Training Tournament, Pari s, 1st 

Spring or faff-Sunday School Attendance Campaign 
-Sunday School Growth Campaign 
-f'eople Search 

Baptist Bicentennial Celebration Art Photo Exhibit Little Rock 
(sponsored by Home Mission Board) ' 
North Central District Church Training Tournament, 
Melbourne, 1st . 
Central District Church Training Tournament, Benton, 1st 
State BYW Meeting (WMU) 
State Bible Conference (Sunday School) 
Southwest £?ist~ict Church Training Tournament, Hope, 1st 
Southeast District Church Training Tournament Warren 1st 
Northeast District Church Training Tournament Jonesboro 
Central ' , 
East Central District Church Training Tournament Forrest 
City, 1st .. · ' 
Mission Adventures and Studiact Worksho~s Immanuel, 
Little Rock (WMU) ' 
Five Area Young Musicians' Festivals 
Cooperative Program Day 
Life and Liberty Crusades (West) 
State Youth Convention (Church Training) 
Easter · 

· Doctrinal Emphasis Week (Church Training) 
' Youth Choir Metro-Festivals 
Life Commitment Sunday 
Associational Music Tournament 
Resort Ministries Conference (Missions· 
You~h Ministry Conference (Church Training) 

ACT V, Acteens Meeting (Grades 7, 8, 9) · 
Christian Home Week 
New Work Seminar, Area (Missions) 
State Family Enri'chment Conference, Little Rock, 1st (Church 
Training) 
State Royal Ambassador Congress 
Commencement , Southern Baptist College 
Commen cement , Ouachita Baptist University . 
State Chaplains Conference 
Mother-Daughter Camp at Paron (Grades 1, 2, 3) (WM U) 
Interpreters' Workshop (Deaf Work, Missions) 
NC'w Worf Seminar, Area (Missions) 
State Pastor-Deacon Retreat, Paron (Church Training) 
<ipecial Ministries Conference, Little Rock (Missions) 
Adult-Youth Workshops (Sunday School) 
Day of Prayer, Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 
Summer School Registration , Southerri Baptist College 

7-10 

7 
9 
-n 
13-14 
16 
17-18 
19 
20-21 
20 
n 
21 . 
24-25 
26-Oct. 3 
27 
28 
10 
10 

OCTOBER 1976 
1-3 
1-2 
11-15 
18 
19 
21 
26 
28 
11 

NOVEMBER 1975 
1 
1-4 
4-5 
8 
7-11 
1h-18 

21 
22-21 

25 
2h-2fl 
28-DPc. 5 
\0 

mCEMBER 197f, 
n 
\ 
'i 
'i 
h 
12 
2h 

Life and Liberty Evangelism Conferences 
7 - Southern Baptist College, Walnut Ridge 
8 - Gentry, First 
9 - Mount Ida 

10 - El Dorado, East Main 
Sunday School Leadership Night (Associational-) 
State-Wide WMU Leadership Conference (day), Little Rock 
Area WMU Leadership Training, Springdale, 1st 
Church Communication's Conference (Church Training) 
Area WMU Leadership Training, Newport, 1st 
Brotherhood Leadership Training 
Associational Hymn Sings 
Sunday School Convention 
Dixie Jackson Season of Prayer and Offering for State Missions 
Northeast District Brotherhood Meeting and Men's Rally 
Area WMU Leadership Training, Pine Bluff, 1st 
Deaf Workers' Retreat, Paron (Missions) 
Sunday School Preparation Week . 
Southwest District Brotherhood Meeting and Men's Rally 
Southeast District Brotherhood Meeting and Men's Rally 
East Central District Brotherhood Meeting and Men's Rally 
Area WMU Leadership Training, Magnolia, Central 

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM MONTH 
BSU Convention 
State Deacon Chairmen Conference (Church Training) 
Annual Meetings of Associations 
West Central District Brotherhood Meeting and Men's Rally 
North Central District Brotherhood Meeting and Men's Rally 
Northwest District Brotherhood Meeting and Men's Rally 
Central District Brotherhood Meeting and Men's Rally 
Church Training Convention 
High Attendance Day in Sunday School 

Baptist Women's Day of Prayer (BWA) 
Church Recreation Workshops (Church Training) 
Music Men Rehearsal-Retreat 
RA Fellowship Supper 
Royal Ambassador Week 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, Park Hill, North Littl 
Rock 
.Thanksgiving Offering for Child Care 
Week Day Early Education Workshop (Sunday School 
Missions) 
Thanksgi'1ing 
Mission Career Conference (Pioneer Age Boys) 
WC'ek of Prayer for F .M . and Lottie Moon Christmas Offerin 
Ouachita Baptist University Recognition of Supt. of Mission 

Leader Training Seminar (Church Training) 
Life and Liberty Workshop 
Ac;sociational Carol Sings 
Foreign Missions Day in Sunday School 
Ac;,;oriational Training Union "M" Night 
Convention-wide Carol Sing 
SturlPnl O;iv ;it rhridm:ic 



Baptists launch refugee 
resettlement assistance 

NASHVILLE (BP)-Baptists have set 
plans in action on several fronts to join 
with other concerned U.S. citizens in 
aiding thousands of South V ietnamese 
refugees f looding into the count ry, 
according to reports received here from 
Washington, Atlanta, Richmond and 
Memphis. 

At least three national agencies and a 
c;tate com·ention of the 12.5-million­
member Southern Baptist Convent ion 
(SBCHhe Foreign and Home Mission 
Boards, the Brotherhood Commission 
and the D C. Convention- have already 
taken initial steps to assist. 

At a luncheon in W ashington , SBC, 
American Baptist Ch urches (ABC) and 
Baptist W orld All i ance ( BWA) 
represe ntatives heard an· official of the 
Agency for In ternational Development 
(AID}, on loan to the State Department, 
say t h at governm ent officials are 
depend i ng heavily on voluntary 
agencies, including church groups, to 
help in the massive resettlement project. 

George Beauchamp of AID called the 
removal of South Vietnamese from their 
homeland the largest such endeavor in 
American history. He spoke at - the 
l u nc heon sponsor_ed by U.S . 
Congressman John Buchanan (R .-Ala.) a 
Baptist. · 

Another highly-placed source at AID 
told Baptist Press that many church 
groups are purposely avoiding 
involvement in the refugee relocation 
project because they are convinced that 
the way in which refugees were chosen 
for airlifting out of Vietnam was 
discriminatory. 

The official , a veteran of Southeast 
Asian affairs, expressed outrage at what 
he said he se·nses is an orchestrated plan 
by American government officials to use 
the refugee resettlement project in a 
public relations campaign designed to 
show American magnanimity. 

A number of church leaders, however, 
feel that Christians must respond to the 
refugee problem because an urgent need 
is there--even if some re'fugees WP.re 
evacuated on a discriminatory basis . 

In Richmond, the Foreign Mission 
Board said missionaries to South 
Vietnam, on furlough when the country 
surrendered to the Viet Cong (VC), have 
agreed to assist if needed in centers 
where refugees are arriving. Contacts are 
be'ing made with government authorities 
conc;erning details of such possibilities. 

Meanwhile in Atlanta, the SBC's Home 
Mission Board announced it has begun 
moving to assist Church World Service 
and other religious agencies in resettling 
of an initial 10,000 refugees . The board 
previously worked with the resettlement ·. 
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of refug e from Hungary in the 1950s, C'motion. ''The same thing is likely to 
Cuba in the mid-1960s and Uganda two happ n now in South Vietnam. 
years ago. At th meeting in Washington, a group 

"Church World Service has already of more than 30 Baptists gathered to 
made plans to place staff m mbers at discuss resett lement strategy, and, in a 
Pach of the three refugee resettlement s parate statement, James E. Wood Jr., 
po ints in Arkansas, Californ ia and Florida . executive director of the Baptist Joint 
and will give us the names of famil ies to Committee on Public Affairs, c.alled fo r 
be reset tled," said Irvin Dawson, the concern for all V ietnamese, not just the 
board's associate director of Christ ian refugees, which he said included many 
social mini stries and director of who were pol itically and economically 
immigration and refugee services. privi leged. He urged the United Nations, 

The Home Mission Board has U.S. and other major powers to provide 
contacted all directors of missions in humani tarian aid to the Vietnamese, who 

1 

,;tate Bapt ist onventions and told them remain in their homeland wi thout 
"we will probably need sponsors for the political or economic privilege, on the 
refugees," Dawson added . basis o f need, not mi l itary or pol itical 

Persons interested in sponsoring considerations. 
refugees may write .for a Home Mission Wood said the " unspeakable and 
Board brochure at 1350 Spring St., N.W. , unending tragedy of V ietnam must not 
Atlanta 30309, he said . be forgotten with the removal of the 

The Brotherhood Commission in American presence." 
Memphis, which conducts the SBC's Top executives of the Home and 
missions education effort among men ' Foreign Mission Boards and their staffs 
and boys, has asked its state brotherhood conferred on April 29 in lake Yale, Fla. , 
secretaries to serve as contact persons for about assisting refugees, during a 
Baptist Men's groups which want to national seminar on support of miss ions 
sponsor Vietnamese refugees . sponsored by the SBC's Stewardship 

.Among the refugees are an Commission. Baptist leaders are keeping 
undetermined number of Baptists in touch with U.S. government offices to 
evacuated as a result of efforts by obtain full information concerning plans 
Southern Baptist missionaries, H. Earl for aiding and resettling Vietnamese who 
Bengs Jr. and Gene V . Tunnell. arrive in this country . They will release 

Bengs and Tunnell, already safely information as available. 
evacuated to Singapore, returned on The Washington meeting convened 
April 24, just days before the surrender, largely through the efforts of the Baptist 
and gave · the American embassy in Committee of Metropolitan Washington 
Saigon a list of Baptist-related evacuees. for Refugee Relief, a group formed in 
The list included employees of the mid-April to aid in resettlement of 
Baptist Mission, their families and other expected refugees from the Indochina 
Vietnamese. war . 

Foreign Mission Board officials have The committee's co-chairmen , Harry 
contacted mission~ries in Cuam and the Hearne, director of Christian social 
Philippines, where it is believed the ministries for the D.C. Baptist 
refugees are located, to determine the Convention, and Allen Oliver, pastor of 
number of and location of those the Hollandale Baptist Church in 
included on the list and if all escaped . Suburban Adelphi , Md., said their appeal 

W . Eugene Grubbs, the board's disaster for volunteers from area Baptist churches -. 
response coordinator, said at a meeting . t_o assist refugees has drawn good 
in Washington on refugee resettlement, response . 
in response to questions, that apparently 
Southern Baptist missionaries felt that 
the national Baptist leaders would be in 
"crave danger" or they would not have 
gone back in an attempt to get them out. 

Kim Cook, a Vietnamese and U.S. 
citizen who works with the D.C. chapte~ 
of the American Red Cross, told meeting 
participants that relatives in South 
Vietnam who have escaped report mass 
massacres in areas taken over by the VC 
and that the VC has a list of people 
marked for extermination. 

"Many Christians, especially Catholics, 
were executed in North Vietnam after the 
1954 takeover," she said, with strong 

Correction on date 
A photo caption on page 9 of the 

April 17 issue contained a factual 
error. It should have been reported 
in that caption that the "Miss 
Ouachita Baptist University" 
pageant was held on Saturday, 
March 29. 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



Trends to watch 

Vertical mobility 
b TB Maston 

(First in a series of seven) 
Editor's note: In the following series of articles, Dr. Maston has done an 

outstanding job in pointing out ome of the trends in Baptist life which hold the 
potential of future problems. Each church leader will want to read, study, and 
e aluate each carefully. · 

There are many trends among Southern Baptists that should encourage us 
There are others that should concern us. · 

Some of the latter trends are long-standing; others have arisen recently. Some 
are more or less inevitable ; others are not inevitable and can be reversed . Some 
are dangerous within themselves; others are dangerous primarily because of 
their possible side effects. 

One of the inevitable trends is vertical mobility. Horizontal mobility, the 
movement from rural to urban areas and from one section of the country to the 
other, creates some problems for us. Vertical mobility, however, is potentially 
far more dangerous . It is movement up or down the economic, educational, and 
-or cultural ladder. Vertical mobility should be watched by Southern Baptists fot 
some of its side effects which are not inevitable. 

Two or three generations ago Southern Baptists were a working people's 
movement. We were limited in education, predominantly poor, and had little 
prestige or standine in the world. 

Now we have moved up. We have within our fellowship an increasing 
number of men and women with the highest academic degrees. Also, our 
churches, in contrast to the past, have members with considerable wealth. 
Furthermore, some of our churches, agencies, and institutions have budgets in 
the millions of dollars. They have become "big business ." 

Formerly we had relatively few political leaders in our ranks, today there are 
prominent politicians who are Southern Baptists. 

Let us repeat that vertical mobility or movement upward seems to be 
inevitable. It has happened previously to Methodists, Presbyterians, and others. 
It is in the process of happening to some Pentecostal groups. 

One danger of vertical mobility to Southern Baptists i's that we will tend to 
move away from the common people. The latter is not inevitable. It will be 
unfortunate if it happens. The common laboring people have provided much of 
the strength for Southern Baptists in years past . . 

There seems to be a tendency in some Baptist circles to establish or recognize 
a hierarchy of prestige. Churches with wealth, with promirient business and 
professional men and women in their membership are " looked up to." The staff 
members of such churches are too frequently considered more successful than 
equally endowed and qualified men and women who serve in less prestigious 
places . . · , 

There is also some evidence, good or bad, that some churches, as they move 
up the cultural ladder, tend to be increasingly formal in their worship services. 
Some of our people feel _that niany of these churches lack the warmth and 
vitality of the churches of former generations a,nd that this is a threat to 

· Southern Baptists . 
About the aut.hor: T.8. Maston is Professor Emeritus of Social Ethics a.t 

Southwestern Seminary. He holds the D.R.E. and Ph.D. de rees. 

Southern graduate-s hear 
Arkansas Chi,ef Justice 

Ordinations----
Phillip Hinkson, pastor of Wabbaseka 

Church , Harmony Association, was 
ordained to the ministry March 23. 
Harold While, director of Missions for 
Harmony Association , was moderator of 
lhe ordaining council and led the 
interrogation James Hinkson of Benton, 
father of the candidate, led the 
ordination prayer, and the candidate's 
hrother, Ed Hinkson, pastor of Watson 
Chapf'I Church , preached the sermon . 
Harold Stephens delivered the charge 
and G .W . Smith presented a Bible from 
the Wabbaseka Church to their pastor. 

Hinkson Miller 

Paul Miller was ordained to the 
ministry March 23 by First Church, 
Camden . He is the son of Dr. and Mrs. 
John H. Miller. He is a graduate of 
Camden High School and Ouachita 
University, and is a second year student 
at Southwestern Seminary. Mi lier has 
served as youth director for Second 
Church. little Rock, and First Church, El 
Dorado. He has been music and youth 
director at Forrest Highlands Church 
Little Rock, and is now music and youth 
director at Indian Creek Church Mineral 

· Wells, Tex. ' · 

Attends clinic 
Bill Bennett, pastor of First Church, Ft. 

The Chief Justice of the Arkansas 
Supreme Court · was the speaker for 
commencement exercises at Southern 

, Baptist College. Chief Justice Carleton 
Harris delivered the address at 

Smith, participated in the church 
renewal clinic sponsored by the 
Evangelism Explosion Foundation at the 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church of Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., April 18-23. Some 92 
ministers, wives, and laymen from 14 

Dr. Herring is pastor of Central Ch.urch , denominations were on hano to 
Jonesboro. He was graduated from the investigate the community outreach 
University of Arkansas with the J.D . program . They came from 22 states, three 
degree and has received a Q.D. degree provinces of Canada, and Mexico. 

ceremonies May 8. , 
Speaker for the · baccalaureate service 

for the class of 1975 was R. Wilbur 
Herrin-g. 

Harris is in his 19th year as Chief 
Justice of Arkansas . He is a graduate of 
Union · University, • Jackson, Tenn ., and 
Cumberland University, Lebannon, Tenn. 
He was licensed to practice law in 1932. 
Chief Justice Harris is a member of South 
Side Church , Pine Bluff. 

MAY 15, 1975 

from John Brown University, Siloam During Lhe April clinic, certification 
Springs . Dr. Herring served 11 years in for approved performance was awarded. 
the field of corporation law and finance - Those trained in this seminar can qualify 
before entering the ministry in Dallas, as official teachers of the Evangelis_m 
Tex. He has served pastorates in Explosion community outreach ministry. 
Arkansas, Florida and Georgia. He has Within certain guidelines, these 
also served as president of the San graduates can be authorized to establish 
Marcos Baptist Academy, San Marcos, their own clinics in local geographical 
Tex. · areas using Evangelism Explosion 

Activities for the day also included an materials and supervisory personnel. 
alumni luncheon, and a meeting of the Almost all of the clinicians attending the 
Board of Trustees. seminar took the test for certification. 

Page 9 



OUTGOING PRESIDENT--W.0. Vaught (left), pastor of lmmanu.el Church, Litt_le 
Rock , wa s presented a plaque honoring his year as president of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board during its April meeting in Columbia, S.C. Congratulating 
Vaught is Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary of the board. 

·Weekend for la~men will feature 
Texas leader and humorist 

ARKADELPHIA--james Landes , 
executive secretary of the Baptist 
General Convent ion of Texas, and Crady 
Nutt , Christian humorist and entertainer, 
will be the feature speakers at Ouachita 
University's Weekend for Laymen May 
23-24 in Evans Student Center. 

"Our purpose is church renewal for 
laymen ," said Atherton Hiett, 
coordinator of the. weekend and director 
of d~ferred gifts at Ouachita . "The 
emphasis will be on the areas of 
inspiration, recreation and information ." 

Friday, May 23, will be a day of 
recreation with registration · in Evans 
Student Center at 9 a.m. Activities will 
include fishing, golf, and bus and boat 
tours of DeGray Lake . 

At 6 p.m. there will be a country-and­
western dinner in the .banquet room of 
ESC and "guests will be encouraged to 
dress according_ly," said Hiett. Grady 
Nutt will speak and Verbatim will present 
s·peech choir selections. 

On Saturday, breakfast will be served 
from 7-8 :30 a.m. in Birkett Williams 
Cafeteria, followed by a Bible study at 9 
a.m. led by Bill Elder, assistant professor 
of religion at Ouachita. Daniel R. Grant, 
president of OBU, will lead a discussion 
entitled "Ouachita : A Review" at 9:45 
a.m. Dr. Landes will have the concluding 
sermon at 11 a.m. in Berry Chapel. 

Lunch will be served at 12 noon, 
followed by informal recreation until 5 
p.m. 

"Our first Ouachita Weekend for 
Laymen last year met with such success 
that we have been encouraged to make 
this an annual event . With the students 
gone ' from the campus between the 
spring and summer terms, all facilities 
will be available for conference 
participants, including the recreational 
facilities . Ouachita considers it a real 
priviiege to· have this group of lay 
persons, both men and women, from all 
walks of life -here for this weekend of 

Staff changes ____ , 

Dr. Maddox 

John R. Maddox, 
pa~tor of First 
Church, Camden, for 
11 years , has 
resi gned to become 
pastor of Wynne 
Church , Wynne . 
During his pastorate 
the church has 
received 1232 
additions , 444 of 
1 hese by baptism 
An educaUon 

building and parking lot have been 
constructed, at a cost of $269,511, and is 
now debt free A new pastorium has been 
paid fqr, also A -bus ministry has been 
organized during the pastorate of Dr. 
Maddox. 

Thomas G. Darter is now serving as 
Director of Ministries for Delta 
Association He had previously served 
five and one-half years as pastor of 
Portland Church . Darter holds the B.S. 
degree from Arkansas State University, 
fi nd the B D. degree from Southwestern 

eminary. He is a native of Fisher, Ark. 
He and his wife, the former Georgieann 
Davidson, have four children . 

Doyle B. Bledsoe. who served as pastor 
o f First Church, Booneville, from 1957-59 
has accepted the call of the church to 
return as interim pastor. He has served 
interim pastorates at Sulphur Springs, 
Pine Bluff. and Southside, Stuttgart. 
Rledsoe is a gradu3te of Southwestern 
Seminary. He serves on the board of 
trustees of Southeastern Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N .C 

fellowship · and inspiration ," said Dr. 
Grant . 

Dr. Landes is a regular contributor to 
Southwide and Texas Baptist periodicals . 
He received a B.S. degree in chemistry 
from Ouachita, a master of theology 
degree from Southern Seminary, and has 
been honored with doctorates from 
Howard Payne · College, Baylor 
University, and Midwestern University. 
He has served as president of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas from .1960-
1962, and as chairman of the executive 
board from 1B58-1960. 

Nutt, . a professional humorist since 
1969, has made 11 appearances on the 
nationally-syndicated "Mike Douglas 
Show." He is an ordained Baptist minister 
and received his B.A. degree from Baylor 
University in 1957 and his master of 

· divinity degree from Southern Seminary 
in 1964. He is the author of two books, 
The Gospel According to Norton and 
Being Me. . · 

., 
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Dortrin lly ~r> aking 

'Justi fication and reconciliation 
hy Rc1lph W. Davis 

(45th in a series) 

luc;tification is the milke just or righteous but to pronounce 
,Kl of God in which or rf>ckon just" ( The Christian Religion in 
hf' make,; the sinner lt'i Doctrinal Expression, p 390) Hodge 
f r f' f' f r o m (<iy,tematic Theology, Vol. 3, p. 145) and 
rnndPmnation and Strong (Sy'itemat ic Theology, Vol. 3, p. 
reo;tores him to 850) have the same idea. 
divinf> favor. It is in W.T. Conner and Frank Stagg are in 
responsf> to man's c;trong oppoc;it ion to this view. Conner 
fai!h Romans 5· 1-2 ,aye;, " I l (justi fication) does make one 
along with Ga latians rightPous. It mak o ne righteous in his 
2:111 ilnd 1·11 makes rr lat1on toCod .... To Paul , condemnation 

Davi, it clt.=>ar that we ;ind dPa th wrrc one and inc;eparabl e, and 
r<',eive a right ,o wPre 1uc; tif icat ion and l ife. The thing 

r<'lation with God by faith and not tha t brought life to man dead in 
through our own efforts (works .) trespac;,;es and sins wa the just ifying act 

Does justification mean that God only of God Paul , p aks of it as the 
"cf<>clares" the sinner to be just and justifi cation of life {Rom. 5: 18.)" (A 
rightt.=>ous . or does it mean that one is <iv,t<'m o f Christian Doctrine, p. 451) 
artually made righteous? H.H. Hobbs Conner continue s by saying that 
SilY'i that "the wo~d 'just ifi cation ' ju c; tif ica tion and regeneration are not 
tramlatc>'i the Creek word dikaioo, which 1drntirr1I, but they are inseparably 
nwdn'i not that one is just or righteous, ronnected-- two aspects of the same 
hut that he is declared just or righteous." transact ion. "Cod does not justify the 
(f'undamenta/s of Our Faith , p. 106) The ., inner and then regenerate him; nor does 
... amP idea is held by Mullins who says he rPgen rate him and then justify him. 
that "the word 'j ust ify' does not mean to lmtc>ad, iust ifi cation is a regen rative 

tran saction. W hen a man is broug ht into 

Woman 's viewpoint 
lri~ O 'Neal Bowen 

Backyard g a rdener 
The hottest trend about our town , 
Wi th groceries so high, 
le; gardening, and so each man 
Around gives it a try. 

He digs and seeds, he sweats and pants, 
HP waters pl ant and vine 
And tends his little garden spot 
A., though it were a shrine. 

When time for harvest comes at last, 
H1,; wife ~ets one small sample; 
The rest is handed out to friends 
And ki n for an example, 

To prove t~ everyone he knows 
(His pride, I'm sure, you'll pardon) 
That though he never aw the farm, 
He? '\Ur<-' can make a garden! 

Not ~ince I was a child , have I seen 
people o serious about gardening! - Last . 
... ummer, the biggest excitement we had 
w,1 over a few tomato plants in our back 
yard 

Oid you hear about the fellow who 

MAY 15, 1975 

ordered a load of dirt to fill in a slope 
whert.=> he planned to put i"n a, litt le 
garden? The truck arrived with its load · 
and the wife saw him and the driver out 
talking and pointing here and the~e. 
Finally, the truck backed up and dumped 
the load of dirt over in the next-door 
neighbor's yard . 

His wife ran out, demanding to know 
what was going on . 

"Aw," he said, "the first hard rain we 
have, it' ll all wash down in John's yard , 
anyhow, so I thought I'd just save all that 
trouble !" , 

Well , he nearly got his eyes clawed out 
before he had a chance to explain that 
this was a load of dirt for the neighbor's 
ya rd, and his own was yet to be 
delivered ! 

I would like to see a lot of us getting as 
excited over tilling a few rows for the 
Head Gardener. 

Perhaps we wouldn 't be throwing 
around so much useless dirt, and we 
might produce more fruit on some of our 
vines 1 

right relation with God, that means a 
tran,;action in which his moral nature is 
renewed ." 

I rank Stagg sees justification as ''one's 
hPing brought into right relation to the 
will of Cod. One is 'just' or 'righteous' 
whPn he i,; brought under the will of 
God" (New Testament Theology, p 96) 
.. It is regrettable that the term 
·1usti fi c:ation' understood as 'count ing 
right those who are not right' has come to 
rrpr<'SPnt New Testament thought by so 
many ... God does accept sinners, but he 
dor,; not accept sin, Just as a physician 
r1rcrpts sick people but does not make 
pP,lCP with sickn ess. The whole point is 
to hring abou t cure, not to count well 
one who is not wel l o r to count righteous 
one who is not ri ghteous." (Stagg, 
l'n larit ie, of Man 's Existence, p. 152) 

l<Pcon ci liatin has about the same 
meanin g as justi f ication, as seen in 
Roman. i; 9, 10. Sin causes an· alienation 
or Pstrangement between Cod and man, 
and when this al ienation is removed, the 
.,inner is reconci led to God. 

Next isrne: Forgiveness 

Hea r news from SB C 
News from t he South ern Bap tist 

Convent ion meeti ng in M iam i Beach, 
Fla. , June 10-12, wi ll be given to the 
Arkansas Radio Network each day. ARN 
broadcasts every hour at fi ve minutes 
before the hour. Keep tuned to your local 
ARN station to get the news direct from 
M iami Beach . 

Professor gets Ph.D . 
William D. Downs 

I r . , associat e 
pro f essor of 
journalis m . and 
director o f publ ic 
r e l at ion s a t 
Ouachi ta University, 
was scheduled to 
receive h is 
doctorate last week. 

Downs received 

Dr. Downs his Ph .D from the 
Un ive r sity of 

M issouri at Columbia in baccalaurate 
exercises May 10. " Dogmatism and Self­
esteem in News Interest" was the title of 
his dissertation . 

Downs was graduated from the 
University of Arkansas in 1967, and 
received his master of arts degree from 
UMC 1n 1966. He has been at Ouachita 
since 1966. 
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May 25 is a "Day of Prayer for the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine11 

People n nearly 400,000 people who 
are members of Arkansa Baptist 
churches O They nel'd a chann I of 
communication about their faith and 
about the new about their faith D 
The task of the Arkansas Bapti t 
Newsmagazine is to be that channel. 
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Day of prayer for A r 

Baptist Newsmagazine, May 2 
Servi ng nearly 400,000 Arkansas 

Aaptrsts with one state pap r is a tall 
order So a lot of time and thought goes 
each week into the "personality" o f the 
Arkamas Baptist Newsmagazine- that 
mixture if new<,, inspirat ional articles, 

,tnd r)p1n1,,n ma11>ria(<, 1,1 i,,.,,r, ArJ.-,1n<,,H 
0.1pt1<,h ilWitff' lt'o; inforrn,1t1,in fr,r y,,"r 
mformat1on, ,md 1f'o; th1• <mly, hann,-1 fr,r 
, omm11ni< at ,on,; whu h arP. <,pN ,f,, ally 
for B,iplr,to; ,md ;:ibr,ut Baptish 

Remember today in prayer those whose e ttort 
go into the Arkansas Baptist Newsmogazine 

fhrPP things happened to me 1n 
,1 row lu.-.t hke that - bang, bang, 
hang' 

1 On the way home to the 
p,1r.-.onc1ge I .-.topped by a large, 
<.panou<. ~a.-.olrne c;erv,ce station . 
HNPtofore , there had been 
crac1ouc; and kind employees to 
l.!ff'Pt me . to fill the tank of the car. 
to wipe tht> wmd<.h1eld , to check 
thP o,I, batteries and tires This 
timP there wa.-. nobody . with 
,1nything It was then that I saw a 
.-.il.!n "'<;plf-Sf'rv1ce " 

H,wmg never uc;ed a gasol ine 
pump ,1nd ,;pemg a man inside the 
sPrv1,P ~tation , I walked over to 
him ,ind 1mrilored him to show me 
wh11t to do A.-. hf' was <t howmg me, 
hP <.;11d to mf' "This 1s a sad , sad 
day Thf' rnmriany has th, .-. day 
di<.m,.-..-.ed 200 of their e mployees 1n 
thf' ,ity ot Oallas. making all of 
thP1r c, tt1t1on,; c,elf-c;erv ,,. P There are 
200 rn f' n whoc,e famili es are in 

n<>Pd Thie; ,., indeed. a sad, sad 
day " 

2 '-ioon ,1her the .-.e rv1ce c; tat1on 
rx p<>rrPnce. I wac; eat ing dinner 1n a 
ronvoca t1on of our church I 
hil r>r>"n"d to be c;f'ated by a 
hr1ll ian t woman who 1s one of the 
mo.-.t c,lKc ec;c;ful me rchandisers m 
AmN1Ca r or yea re;, through good 
t im"c, and b11d, her company has 
~rown m <.a(p.-, 40 to hO per cent per 
,1nnum until the total has now 
re.1 chPd ac,tronom1Cal proportions 
I recounted to her my experience ,n 
thP ~a <.olme .-.tat1on I told her 
,, bout ;ill thP Pmployees being 
d1c,m1c,c,ed ,1nd about rt being 
turned into a "q, lf-serv1ce station 

She replied "' That rs exactly 
oririoc,1te of what ought to be done -

Three things in a row 

by WA ( mwPII 
P,Htor, I rrc;t Church 

D,, ll as . T p,c 

Whf'n t1mP<; ~f't harder. our c; e rvrc.<> 
ou~ht to bf' the more g<'nProu c; and 
lhP morP complPtP Ac; economic 
, ond1t1on,; wor.-.en , wP nPed to try 
hard<>r to ,;pli our produtt s, to 
provtdP morP ,1mc>n1ties for the 
rliPnh•le, ,ind ·10 work doubly hard 
to Pncour,,~P the people to respond 
to our c.alec; app(."a f By doing th1c;, 
the people kf'Pp on buy in g, they 
l1k<' you better and c;,1les continue 
to !.!row 

"In thP cac;p of that c;erv1ce 
,111t1on. m thPc;c. hard times they 
ough t to try to do twice ac; much to 
wPlcome thPrr custome rs, to in­
form th em of all thPy have to offer, 
,rnd to go ·out of the ir way to e n­
cmira~P them to return Thie; 1s the 
way lo budd up the compan y Th e 
wav thPy havP chosen to fo llow 1s 
not 'c,elf-c,Prv1ce ' It 1s ·se lf-defeat ' 
The hi!rder the time.-., the more we 
nf'Pd to inform, to make known 
what wP are doin g and to offer to 
do 11 bf' tte r " 

1 Soon afte r the above incident I 
w,1c; ta lk ing to a deacon m a large 
llapt ic,t church He said to me · " The 
ltmPc; are hard Th ey are getting 
hardPr Money 1s becoming m­
crpac, in ~ly d iffi cult to raise We are 
thPrefo rp preparing to cut down 
urion th t> exrien.-.es represented \n 
nur budget One of the things that 
w<> arP prPr>aring to cut down 1s the 
1tPm in thP budgpt concerning our 
llct r>t i<.t par er Possibly a few we 
nPPd to ~ubc;c rrbe for, but for the 
mmt part , WP can do without 1t and 
c,;ive money " 

I rf'm c> mberPd the service station 
,1 nd how I fe lt when I droye into 1t 
\\Ith nobody to inform me how or 
wh ,lt to do I a lso remembe red the 

l, rd l1,m1 wr,m ,:1n whr, rs still 
h11 ,ldr ng h1•r m,," ha nd1 s1 ng 
c , ,mp,1ny ,-v,,n ,n thP~f• hard trmes 
I " 'JJlwd t rJ th,• deau m '"My 
hrnrhn. yr,u ,trP dorng exactly 
oppw,111• ,,, what rs ~ood and best 
A., 1,m,,, w•t harder, you m:ed to 
rnf<,rm y<J1Jr PNJplf' thP more As 
th,• hud,1.e,-t rs mor , d1ff1cult to 
r.i"''' , vc,11 nN•d to 1!:'II your people 
wh,11 vr,u , ,,, drJmg, why you are 
dnm~ 11 anrl lh<-- purpos •c; you are 
,n•~mg to ,1rh1f-VP 

'" N<,w, of ,1lf t1mP<,, ro; the time to 
rnc r1•,HP th,· sub~cr,ptrons to the 
papn, 10 ,;rattN 1t rn the homes of 
vour p,•npl,-. , to rnform them and 
<>nc our,11w thf'm oncernm g the 
!.!rPdl w<Jrk you are do,ng fo r Cod, 
,ind to br•lr<>w that rf the people are 
, ,m•cl for , flnl rPated for, included 
in all of V<Jur programming, God 
wrll plan• m their hPart<, the wrll 
to rPspond 

" K"''P that Ha ptrst pa per in the 
hudgr•t Whr: n vou gather 1n your 
(i n;,nria l commrtte s. seek to 
<•n largr• your 'iNv1cr>s to the people 
W" nPPd to brat <Jur best whe n the 
times M P at the rr worst." 

<.c, far a<. I know, th1c; rs abo ut the 
lwst ,1dv1e,c I have ever given to a 
dPacnn In the,;e hard limes, thrs r.s 
no t, m,, to rc• trench tn our services 
In nur ( hurches and to our 
m1•mbn~ I his 1<; thP time to m­
< rf'a .-.,, our mrn 1o;tries, to pour our 
hP.-.t int o th e channels and media 
nf inform ,1 t1on, to rnclucle them all 
rirayPr(ull y and Parnestly rn what 
wr• ,m· trying to do for our Lord 

Stay with th P Ra p t 1s t 
nar>Pr lncrPa<,e it s c rrrulatron Send 
11 to tht! hom,•<; of all the people 
rhe rl'Wc1rd writ bP grPat 
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Mr ,md Mr•, I >,m M<trl in. Jllf'lllhl'r, of 
f ,r-,t C hur, h, l,H k"mvillt·, h,,v<• win,· 111 
B.1ngl,1d1•,h lo .,Nv1• ,1, l,1y m1,,l,1n 
volunlPPr, for ,in,. yr•.ir I hr• M.u11r1, will 
,1,;;w,I in bookkfl<'J>lng MIii h of llwlr 
work will hfl 111 k11r•p111g 1lw hook, 1111 tlw 
r•m,·rg, .. nc y rc•l11·f f11ncl 

11111ft r,I 1111• M.irlrm h,1v1• li,1cl 
ho11kk1•1•pl11u 1•,qu•rll'IH 1• 

1111' I or,•1"11 M1•"l1111 l\omd will p,1y 1111• 
1r,1Vl'I .,,. p,.11w of 1111' M,1r1tn~. wil l fwn,i,h 
1l11•ni ,1 pl,11 ,. lo , 1,,y whllt• 111 H,111Hl,1dP'lh 
,111d wlll p,,y rlw drfff'rPIH P 111 tlw r ml r,f 
liv111H l11•tw,•1•11 llw I /11l l l'rl ~l,l11•, ,uul 
1',1111-11,u lr•,h I lw M.irtlm' wrvl< r• wfl l tu• 
1111 ,, vo l11nlP1•r h,t'* for th h yftltr All of 
1111• 111( p1•11,1•, Inc um•cl by th fl I orPlijn 
M,~.,,oll Ho,,rd wi ll ( on11• from l lw 
1w1, .. 1,1 I 1111-.,1011 f1111d I lw ,,m .. ru1•n1 y 
f1111d 1, ll',c •d for rc•li1 •f purp<N•, in 
B,111Kl.1c! C', h only . I lr., I C l11J rc h 
l,11 k,011vl ll 11, w ill ,lll'lo ,1"~"" 1h1 1 niinl, l ry 
11( th, , M,trtlm hy provirl1 11 ij th l..'lll ~~O Jll'r 
lllllllfh 

l lw f1r,t 1mprr•,,;;1nn tlw M,1n111, h,1d lo 
go il~ volunl<'N l,ly 1rn~,1<111,1ri ,•, , ,11t11• 

whc-n th,, lohn rloych \nok,• 1n I lr-,1 
Churrh, l,11 k~onvilll' A, the• 1 loyd-. 
prewntf•d lh<' ll<'l'd, tlw MMtl11, h•lt 
1mpr<',s<'d lo p~1r..tw tlw po"lhlllty of 
h<>lping on a ,horl l<'rm h,1"1\ 

MJrtm ,._ ,l r<'lm•d m,1jor Imm 1lw 
Army ,md i, ,1hout lo ri•lm• lrom hh 
,pcond c ar(•l'r ,I\ ,111 in'iur,rnc.<' aij1•nt 

Mr . .ind Mr, Mart in (/1\c u,,<•<I tlwir ml~~ion ~crvico with their pastor, Ma,mn 
Hon rl11r.1n t . 

WANTED : DIRECTOR O F PLANT MAINTENANCE 
I ar1~" 1 h11 rc h·r<' ldt1•cl in,titution i, wc•king l ppli alion for OiPclor of Plan 
M,11n tt'nar1<< • R1 •,p1,n-.ihditi1•, of thP 1>0 ition in lud" p r onn I ~up rvision, 
rn ,11 c-r 1r1l 'i ,Hqui\ltio n, r mt M<ount lng of n'lctl~rlc1ls, and oordination wi1h 
,m h1l f' rl " ,ind contrac tor, on ,ww on tru lion . P r ons int r t>d in furth 'r 
,nforrnat 10n pl<>a,C' wnt • lob ()pportunity, Box 550, Lillie Rock, Ark , 72203. 

r------~--~---~-- ---~-----~-~- ~--Ro11l11ratlon Do11ln, t ,Oo 1,m., M1v 2lrd 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Ouachita Weekend for Laymen 
Nnmr ( ) __________________________ _ 

Addr c~s ---------------------------
Cllv _ _________ _ ________________ _ 

Cl1urch __________________________ _ 

___ Rl', rrvr &lnule dormitory room ( I J>orson) 111 U ,!,() plus SI0.00 r09l1trollon f o. 

___ Rr~orv1• douhll'elormllorv room 17 p '"On~) Ctl ,1 ,00 plui SIS 00 roqI1trollon feo. 

_ , __ Rrs1>r11r m.-1111 

___ pllllOI , Cllnnt•r, MIIV ?Jrd 111 ,s,SO 11th 

---plat~,. lunch, M11v ,~lh Ill ,2 ,.. l!Ch 

1 am lntrrr~lrct In rl'Cfr11llon M11v 1lrd _ronnl1 
__ r 1s111no-..Golflno--Oowllnq Othr.r __________ _ 

PIHIO return by M•v 21, 1'7S 

~-~-~--------------------------~~ 

l',10,t11r M,l\iin 1i1111d11r,111t ~,Jl(f "()11r 
, 111111 11 to, 1•xlrt•1111•ly d1•l1.1,1lt1,.rf thnt tht• 
M,11t "" i1r1• f<11111.1,1 '" rn,.,,,rnn vr,lunlt•c•r, 
1,, ll,m11l,rrl""'' It 1., rny pr,,yr>r th,11 th,· 
I 11rd wdl c ,tll ,,tlw,., fr"m "ur 
, onrir,•u,111,111 1,, ,Nv1• 11n th,, fm,·r.i.:n 
f H•ld " 

"I h1• I ord h,1, l,("'"''d 11., rn rn,my 
wuy•,," •,.11d Mr.,, M,1rltn rn hN p11bl1c 
1 , .. ,, m11 ,ny I 11•f or,1 I ir.,1 Ch11rc h "Wt• lrnw• 
lwo lnVl' ly I hildr,•n, I ),H11t•I M,1rtrn Jr ., 
,llld Mr., C 1,,.,1,.y l<obNl'l<>n, for whlc h 
w,, ,111• v1•ry ,ir,1t1•f11I And th" I md h;i<i 
n1v1•11 "" •,r, m,1ny olh"r lilr•o,~rnij'i th,Jl 1t 
wollld 1,,, rrnpo.,-,,t,f,, to rPrc,unt thPm 
I r ,r .,, mu· , in11• w1• hr1d fr•II t h.1t w,, 
w,111ll•d lo do <,<mwlhinJ~ Pxlrd for ,,ur 
M,,.,t,•r Wllf'n w<' 11•,Jrnnl ,1bo11t lh1• 
voh11111•1•r work for om I or<•1.1,1n Mi\'i1on 
llo,,rd w,• ff•II tlw; w,,., ,in ;1n4,w1•r to mu 
pr, ,yf'r ,,nd wh,11 C.od w,tnlf'<l IJ'l l'o dfJ" 

M,1rl m .,,,id "A p,1rt of rnrr work will b<• 
to I r,,vPI lo I hrt!<' out I yin~ ,ir,,,1., lo ,w;ri;f 

1'10 111Mlon oulJlO'> t "''' 11r> bookkc•,.ping 
proc <·d urP., , I his wi ll hr- di Hi< ult work 
h<'c illl '>C' o f th<' probl1!rn rn trawl SomP 
of our fr i<'ndc;, IC'arn in.1,1 o f rh c• d iffir:u lty 
th,11 would rnnfront uc;, asked 'Why arc 
you ,:oing 10 do thi ~I' We ,ire <.N tai n tha t 

. it ic, I h<' I orch w ill for 11 s Io ~o. But we• 
Pnrn •<; I ly ,oli .i i your prcJ yCr'i thar Cod 
wi ll ,-iuldc u and ~iv• u~ ~,r •n~lh , ., wc• 
l,1hor fo r him ." 

Oua chita co ntin ues 
full a cc rediation 

Ow1< h i I, Ila pf is l Un ivN sl ly has 
r<•1 c•iVPd r ult a< r<!clit alion for bo th it, 
1trad1J.tlr• ,ind 11ndC'rgradual<' prowams, 
,H < ordin,-: tn Dr . O::i niel Grant, OBU 
pr<• siclc•nt 

t lw North C,•ntral Asso iation of 
c 'ollc•gc•, ;ind <i l'c ondc1ry Srhool'i , a 
rPgionn l ,,c rcdiling ag n y, made it,; 
IH'riodi impcction of the Ouachita 
, ;i rnpu~ !',1rlirr thi s year At it~ annual 
rnt• •ting April 7-9. the M,wncy voted to 
n•npw 1hr srhool'c, a r dilation. 

1 ~w ag ncy •xarnin •s all member 
,c hool,; for strPngths and w0aknc.>s"1 s, 
ilnd review,; the , hoof,;' purposec; and 
their r c;uurccs for arrying these out, 
Grnnt .,,1id. 

I lw ,1gPn y',; report lic;ted six reasons 
for i:'i de ii;ion Th ~c in lude: 'itrong 
pr<-' ,id(lnlial and adminii;trative 
l0,1der,h1p, a hard-working board of 
,ru.,tf>C'i which take, a poc,itive interest in 
th<• prngrarnc; and welfarP of the 
UrnV<'rsity; a fa culty wh1 h ii ornn tent, 
h.ird working , teaching -oriented and 
< omrnitl d to th institution : an 
p>.rt>llt'nl c,tudent body ; slrikrng 
,rnprnvPmC>nt'l in the chool sine<> the 
,tgf'n(y'~ 1970 eva luation; and initiative 
of I he 111~1 itution in dPvC'I ping a po i lion 
of ,1at<'w1dr- le, dNship in hum, n 
r1•lc1tion., ;ind inlf'gration activitiec; 
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-----------------Your state convention at work 
Church Training 

A handle that works 
Cooperative Program 
stays ahead of 1973-7 4 

Arkansas "Do 
Nothings" are sold 
in craft exhibits and 
shops all across our 
state . For people 
who enjoy turning 
handles, it offers a 
lot of satisfaction 
but very little sense 
of accomplishment. 
As the name 

Holley 
· ~uggests, it .does 

not h i ng. It's an 
interesting conversation piece but it 
produces nothing. 

in the pilgrimage toward Christian 
maturity ... a plan that seeks to create a 
new awareness and attitude about 
Sunday night...and training. It is an 
emphasis designed to help get more 
people involved in their own Christian 
~rowth ... to increc1se the quality of the 
'iunday night group time ... to help 
member be better Leward of time and 
opportunity. 

NASHVILLE( BP)--Receipt~ through the 
Southern Baptist Convention's national 
Coop rative Program unified budget for 
the first seven months of the 1974-75 
fi,;cal year exceed the same period last 
year hy nearly $1 .7 million, or 7.52 
perc n l 

A report re leas d here by John H. 
Wil l iam<; of the SBC Executive 
Com mi ttee indicates 33 state 
conventions cov~ring SO states have sent 
in i21 .R4 mil l ion for use in worldwide 
SBC causes, compar d to $22.17 million 
la<;t year . 

However, Arkansas pastors and Church 
Training directors w ill soon receive a 
handle that has the potent ial of 
producing tremendous results . That 
handle is the 1975-76 CHURCH: the 
Sunday Night Place Church Guide.' It's 
the handle that can help pastors and 
Church Traini ng directors get a hold on 
their job of en larging and enriching their 
Church Training Program . 

The actions suggested in th Church 
Guide will help strengthen the church 
and lead the local "body of Christ" to a 
deeper commitment to their mission as a · 
church of Je us Christ. CHURCH : the 
Sunday Night Place is designed to bring 
the people of God together to 
train .. st udy .. worship ... si ng ... and enjoy 
onP another's presence It can help 
prepare the µeople of God to move out 
into thei r "many worl ds" in which they 
work .. study .. play .. and travel and share 
Christ's love more effec tively . 

Plan now to use this handle in your 
church during 1975-76, beginning with 
the preparat ion actions in July . 

The i21 .84 million represents about 
onP thi rd of funds recei ved by the state 
conventions from the SBC's 34,734 
churchPs 

Total national contributions, including 
$2'1.14 mi ll ion in designated giving, for 
the fi rst seven months add up to $50.17 
million--a $1.6 million or 7.71 percent 
increase over last year. 

Figures for April show some $3.29 
mill ion in nation al Cooperative Program 
receipts in 1975, a 2.32 percen t increase 
over receipts last April. 

CHURCH: The Sunday Night Place is 
designed to help you enlist more people 

Arkansas top 25 churches in baptisms 1973-7 4 

(Ratio: baptisms to resident memb,ers) 
Total 

Church 
Open Door, Rogers 

2. N . Main, Jonesboro 
1. Ridgeview, Fayetteville 
4 Ridgecrest, Blytheville · 
5. Mayflower 
o Grand Avenue, Hot Springs 
7. Elliott , Camden 
8 Central , Bald Knob 
9 Crystal Valley, N.L.R 
10 Eastside, Mtn. Home 
11 Fisher St. , Jonesboro 
12 Windsor Park, Ft. Smith 
11 First , Springdlae 
14 First, Harrisburg 
15, First , Lavaca 
16 Oak Grove, Van Buren 
17. Second, Little Rock 
18. University, Fayetteville 
19. Trinity, Texarkana 
2'1 First, Rogers 
21 . Olivet, Little Rock 
22 Sunset Lane, little Rock 
21. First, rt . Smith 
24 Mt Olive, Crossett 

First, Forrest City 
25 First, Conway 

MAY 15, 1975 

Pastor 
K Rex Easterling 
Garland A. Morrison 
Doyle Wesson 
I .A. Aldridge 
Herman Hurd 
Glenn Riggs 
Gene Pritchard 
1.E Clark 
Edward Walker 
Charles R. Stanford 
Rex Holt Jr. 
I . Harold Smith 
Clifford L. Palmer 
Henry Applegate 
Charles Holcomb 
Wayne Davis 
Dale Cowling 
HD. McCarty 
Stanley Coffey 
Dean Newberry, 
Russell J. Clearman 
Fdward B Edmondson 
William L. Bennett 
Ferrell D Morgan 
Kerry Powell 
Bi ?robasco 

Association 
Benton 
M t. Zion 
Wash .-Madison 
Miss issippi Co. 
Faulkner 
Central 
Liberty 
Calvary 
N Pulaski 
White River 
Mt. Zion 
Concord 
Wash .-Madison 
Trinity 
Concord 
Clear Creek 
Pulaski 
Wash.-Madison 
Hope 
Benton 
Pulaski 
Pulaski 
Concord 
Ashley 
Tri-County 
Faulkner 

Ratio 
1-2.89 
1-3.70 
1-4 33 
1-4 .7 
1-5 .15 
1-5 58 
1-5.98 
1-0.23 
1-6 93 
1-7.84 
1-9.10 
1-9.48 
1-9.55 
1-9.59 
1-10.18 
1-10.48 
1-11 .15 
1-11 .63 
1-12 30 
1-12.40 
1-1243 
1-12.89 
1-13.28 
1-11.29 
1-H 29 
1-16.57 

Baptisms 
102 
300 
114 

57 
54 

124 
69 
73 

100 
69 
60 

173 
159 
73 
73 
66 

148 
142 
57 
80 
79 
62 

213 
62 

118 
65 

Jesse S. R.eed, Director of Evangelism 
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Top 25 churches in per capita gifts 
through the Cooperative Program in 197 4 

The 2S churchec; 11,ted below are the leaders in our state in per capita gifts through 
the Coopera t ive Program in 1974 . The list is based on total gifts received in the 
E,l'cuti ,e Secretarv's otf ice. excluding any designated amounts and the membership 
reported in the 1974 church letter. ' 

In a pre 1ou, ,.,sue we presented the 25 leading ch urches in total gifts. In a 
c;ubsequent 1s,;ue "' t> \\ ill present the 25 leading churches in percentage giving. 

Church 
1 Alm\ra , First 
2 Pulaski Heights, little Rock 
~- Brownsville 
4 Crossett , r1ro;.t 
S. Carlisle . F1rc;t 
h Maple Avenue, Smackover 
7 Camden, First 
R Lonoke 
q HazPn 
10 \Vest Memphis, First 
11 Calvarv, Hope 
12 Paragould. First 
11 Rlythe\'ille, first 
14 Sparkman. First 
1S Immanuel, little Rock 
16 Dec; Arc 
17 I evv 
18. Harfr,on . First 
19. Stephens. First 
20. Coy 
21 Grand A,enue. Fort Smith 
:?2 Immanuel, Fort Smith 
2)_ Central . Magnolia 
24 Springdale, First 
:?S Calvarv, Batesville 

Child Care 

Association 
Centennial 
Pulaski 
Caroline 
Ac;hley 
Caroline 
Liberty 
liberty 
Caroline 
Caroline 
Tri-County 
Hope 
Greene Co 
Miss. Co. 
Carey 
Pulaski 
Caroline 
North Pulaski 
North Arkansas 
Liberty 

· Caroline 
Conc-ord 
Concord 
Hope 
Wash-Madison 
Independence 

Per capita gifts 
$72 37 
$47.69 
35.71 
34.51 
33.53 
33 .25 
32.08 
31.12 
30.91 
29.68 
29.45 
28.65 
28.32 
28.:?6 
27.95 
27.26 
27.21 
27. 16 
25.95 
25.33 
25 .01 
24.42 
24.23 
23.48 
23.26 

Memorial gifts aid living 
"A person live~ as he invests himself in 

other lives .. ct 111,m is immortal as he is 
meful HI? livec; as long as the thing in 
which he ha" invested lives. \1oney that 
goes into the mal,_mg ot character, the 
c;haping of destinies - money that gives 
new hope and sriells opportunities - does 
not pas" awa\ . it is as imperishable as 
truth itself '' 

More and more people are using 
memori al gifts as a practical means of 
honuring the memorv of a friend or loved 
on(:' . A II\ ing memorial given to the 
Baptist Home for Children lives on in the 
livec; of countless numbers of children. 
These memorial,; have come from 
Raptic;ts all over our state and are deeply 
appreciated. 

In this way , individuals and church 
groups honor the memory of omeone by 
helping us provide a more complete 
rirogram for voung people and interest in 
thf'm MPmorral giving is anoth~r ~vay o! 

spreadi ng flowers along the drab and 
c;ometimes dreadful way that others must 
travel. 

Each time a contribution is received by 
us in honor or in memory of someone, we 
send the family of the one so honored an 
acknowledgement card and a receipt to 
the donor. 

In our newsletter, Current Events, 
recognition of individual memorial gifts 
is listed. A complete list of the names of 
the ones honored and the names of the 
donors are included as a regular feature 
of our newsletter. This is another way 
that Christians may express their 
thoughtful ness and concern for the 
children who are entrusted to our care . 
Many prefer to perpetuate the memory 
of a loved one by improving the way of 
living for others .-Johnny C. Biggs, 
Executive Director, Arkansas Baptist 
Family and Child Care Services. 

Taking aim on RA camp 

How do you safely handlP a bow7 
How do you make tr.e arrow go7 
How do you aim it straight and true 
~o 1hat you pierce the bulls-eye through? 

The answers will be provided for boys 
who Pleet archery as a course in Royal 
Ambassador Camp. 

Archery is becoming very popular with 
many boys. Basic instructions in the use 
of the bow. safety , etc . will be provided 
for boys who are interested 

Archery is just one of the features at 
the camp. There will be many 
opportunities for sports , and recreational 
activities available for the campers . 
Realizing that boys do not all like to do 
the same things, a well-rounded program 
of activities are provided. 

Other features include crafts, hiking, 
swimming , nature lore, and basic 
campcraft. 

Roys in camp are urged to practice 
good health habits and three well­
balanced meals are provided in the 
dining hall each day. 

Spiritual , mental, physical and social 
growth and development are stressed. 
Ample time and leadership for attaining 
the goals are provided. 

Missions and spiritual development 
are stressed and provided by 
missionaries, worship, Bible study and 
private directions. 

Whatever a boys' interest may be, 
Royal Ambassador Camp will be a help to 
him 

Time is growing short for making 
reservations for the first week beginning 
lune 3. 

Reservation forms and information 
have been mailed to counselors, pastors 
and ministers of education. See them or 
contact · Brotherhood Department for 
more information. 

Lad and Dad Camp for six-eight year­
old boys is June 6-7. This weekend camp 
can be great event for both the dad and 
lad. Plan to attend. 

Information is available from the 
above sources.-C.H. Seaton, Director, 
Brotherhood Dept. 
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The 
Southern 
accent 

'Five years later' 

Another class of graduates have 
received their associate degrees from 
Southern Baptist College They leave the 
Campus of Christian Purpose with more 
knowledge, and maturity, but there 
seems to be an unborn potential 
reflected in their eyes. It is a look that 
has a hint of mystery. With a glow on 
their faces, the touch of a smile, and this 
"gaze" that seems to be going beyond 
today, we get the feeling they "know 
something we don't know." 

We are limited to sit in the audience 
imagining and wondering where these 
young people will be five years from 
now. The limitation is pronounced by our 
lack of imagination as to where the Lord 
will lead these students. 

Five years ago, May 28, 1970, was "just 
another" graduation day at Southern, but 
a very special day for each student, 
especially for Ken and Paulette Jerome. 
Five years later from the windy mile high 

, city of Casper, Wyo., let's take a brief 
look at this family. The five year 
pilgrimage came by way of Ouachita 
University where they both graduated in 
1972. Sprinkle in a couple of pastorates 
and some work at the Mid-America 
Seminary and we span this half decade. 

Casper is a pioneer area for our 
Southern Baptist ministry, and the 
leromes have found their place in this 
part of the Lord's vineyard . This "oil city" 
is at the foot of Casper Mountain , an 
8500 foot , snow capped handi-work of 
God. A snow storm may be in progress on 

_ its peak, while "shirt seleve weather'' is in 
Casper. 

The College Heights Church is located 
across the street from Casper College. 
Membership, and program is growing 
under the leadership of Pastor Jerome. 
Ken is active in the Northern Plains 
Baptist Convention as well as the local 
association . 

The most recent event in the lives of 
these Southern Baptist College graduates 
is the adoption of an eight month old 
daughter from Viet Nam . "Diem" was 
certainly not in the thoughts of this 
family five years ago. She will enjoy the 
love of Christ expressed by new parents 
as well as from her new brothe.rs, Brent 
and Kevin . 

The products of the 1975 class are 
already busy writing an exciting chapter 
and "may God's' peace go with them." 
The Southern Accent is on those who 
have finished Southern , but are a long 
way from being finished . -Jim E. 
Tillman , Director of _Development 
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ew opportunities urged 

for Bap'tist lay people 

MEMPHIS (BP)-The Foreign Mission 
Board needs to provide thousands of new 
opportunities for Southern Baptist lay 
people to serve on the mission fields 
during the next 25 years, the top 
executive of the SBC missions agency 
was told here 

Baker James Cauthen , executive 
secretary of the mission board, received 
the suggestion along with 21 others while 
conducting an inquiry session at the 
annual four-day Brotherhood Leadership 
Conference 

The SBC agency is conducting a series 
of inquiry sessions throughout the United 
States this year in an effort to learn what 
··bold new plans" a cross section of 
Southern Baptists want to see unfolding 
before the end of this century. 

Cauthen told the 50 state Brotherhood 
leaders and members of the Brotherhood 
Commission staff he expects to get 
similar information from more than 2,600 
Southern Baptist missionaries serving in 
83 countries "by the end of this summer." 

The inquiry session was one of the 
features of the Brotherhood evaluation 
and planning conference which included 
addre ses by D .B. Hogue, d irector of the 
evangelism section of the Home Mission 
Board, and his renewal evangelism 
associate, Reid Hardin . 

peaking on the concepts in lifestyle 
evangelism, Hogue said he hopes every 
individual and age'.lCY in the Southern 
Baptist Convention " would do 
evangelism ." 

Hogue described evangelism as "what 
a man is and does. 

" My concept begins with an 
experience, leads to a development of 
maturity, and bears fruitful response in 
what people do naturally. 

"I don't think this means running up to 
every person you see on the street, 
grabbing his lapels and shaking him until 
his cage rattles. 

''But neither is lifestyle evangelism just 
living the good life. It's life sharing. A 
good life is no excuse for locked lips. 

"We must encourage people to be 
normal and natural evangelists where 
ever they are," he told the Brotherhood 
leaders. " This man does because he likes 
to do it." 

In one of his first appearances in 
recent years at 'the Brotherhood 
Leadership Conference, Cauthen told the 
men he sensed a quickening of the pace 
of the laymen in Southern Baptist 
churches in evangelism, missions , 
stewardship and " in many other 
directions." 

Cauthen expressed appreciation for 
recent Brotherhood efforts in enlisting 
350 lay volunteers to build homes, 

~chools and churches in Honduras and to 
provide food following the devastation 
of Hurricane Fifi last September. 

"The thing I liked best was that these 
men also offered their services for any 
future emergencies," he recalled 

Several state Brotherhood leaders told 
the foreign missions executive that gifts 
to the Cooperative Program climbed 
significantly in their tates following the 
return of their lay volunteers from the 
Central American country 

In the inquiry session, Glendon 
McCullough, executive director of the 
Brotherhood Commission, expressed the 
hope the mission board would make it 
possible for up to 50,000 lay persons to 
serve overseas each year in the interest of 
Christian missions 

"It's my feeling that this great lay 
involvement could lead Southern 
Baptists to provide funds and personnel 
to reach a goal of 10,000 career 
missionaries." 

In light of improved transportation and 
health facilities, the board also was asked 
to scale down its health requirements for 
missionaries. 

Other proposals included a national 
network television spectacular on foreign 
missions every three months, ut ilization 
of global communications technology, 
better use of Baptist servicemen overseas 
in mission work and development of a 
student exchange program for high 
~chool-age boys in the SBC's Royal 
Ambassador (RA) program and foreign 
students. 

The board also was urged to support 
the education of more men and boys in 
foreign missions, particularly Royal 
Ambassadors . 

In a recent commissioning service for 
foreign missionaries, about 75 percent of 
the men testified they received their call 
to become missionaries through the 
Royal Ambassador program for boys, 
sponsored by the Brotherhood 
Commission, a state Brotherhood leader 
said . 

A final suggestion called for "a single 
world mission board to communicate 
missions to Southern Baptists." 

In a business session, the Brotherhood 
leaders took 42 actions dealing with 
training, m1ss1on support, World 
Missions Conference promotion , 
associational Brotherhood materials , 
planning for the 1980s, Brotherhood 
reporting and records, development of 
three books, publication of a new 
magazine for Pioneer Royal Ambassador 
officers and leaders, and a Brotherhood 
emphasis in 1977-79 entitled "Focus On 
Ministry." 
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T TA (BP)-Roy W. Hinchey, who 
r tired May 1 as the first secretary of 

hurch-minister relations for the Georgia 
Bapti t Con ention, played a key role in 

tabli hing a major Baptist milestone. 
One of his most treasured letters came 

from an associational missionary who 
, rote: " hen you were elected to lead 
th n department of work with 
Georgia Baptists, your program had 
almo t olid opposition in my particular 
ection of the tate. Only a few of us felt 

~ e could upport such a work. 
"During these intervening years, your 

qui t , entle \ ay of moving among our 
people has produced a change ... I can 

o ay I find practically no opposition 
to your work." 

Other comments from across Georgi , 
r ports Jack Harwell, editor of Geor 1a 
Baptists' tate paper. the Christian Index, 
hav followed a similar vein in reflecting 
on Hinchey· ministry in one of the most 

nsitive areas of Baptist life-helping 
minist rs and church staffers find 
church s and helping churches find 
th m 

Th idea of a denominational office to 
help minist rs and churches get together 
wa brou ht up everal times in Georgia 
and other tates before it became a 
r al,tv ow. about 10 state conventions 
have created similar programs, with 
differing approaches. 

After n arly four years of existence, 
the Georgia Baptist church-minister 
relation office receives about 60 calls a 
month from churches and an . equal 
number from ministers . In the beginning, 
totals ran about 15 monthly calls from 
church and 60 from ministers. 

Crit ic felt such an office would tend 
o creat a "Baptist bishop," who placed 

all mini ters in the State in violation of 
local church autonomy, circumventing 
, ork of the Holy Spirit and creating 
polit ical blocs in denominational life . 

Wh n the Georgia convention 
authorized the office in 1971, it spelled 
o ut detailed guidelines which have 
prohibit d any of the above from 
d loping 

Hinchey said, " I have tried hard not to 
be a ' recommending' or 'endorsing' 
ag ncy. I ive factua l information on 
m n and women , ho from every human 
1udgm nt might be possible candidates 
for that particular church, leaving all 
fin al decisions to local churches under 
prayerful guidance of the Holy Spirit. If 
this office ever ets to be more than an 
informational or counseling center, It's 
head d for trouble." 

James W. Waters of Macon, now 
pr s ident of the Georgia Baptist 
Co nvention . chaired the committee 
which recommended HinchPy's ministry 
in 1 70. 
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Waters recently wrote : "I nitial 
kepticism, and perhaps some fear of a 

centrali zed authority which I had, 
quickly gave ay to a slrong interest in 
and upport of this program. I saw too 
many churches and ministers who 
needed a channel for consultation and 
assistance to think otherwise. 

"The gentle, gracious and 
compassionate ministry of Roy Hinchey 
in this position, together with the 
sympathetic and concerned support of 
Georgia Baptists, ,ave caused this 

., 

Georgians 

support off ice· 

for church-minister 

relations 

service to become well established. The 
value of this program has proven itself 
many times," Waters added. 

Hinchey has had considerable success 
in counse ling with ch urhces and 
ministers to settle church troubles before 
they become serious ruptures. 

"Many churches have called on o r 
office to help counsel about staff 
problem before they became church 
pli.s," he said. "I hope this will 

accelerate under Dr. Ethington." (W. 
Howard Ethington, area missionary from 

Columbus, Ga., will succeed Hinchey.) 
"It has be n my observation that most 

serious church prob( m come about 
b cau e of bull-headP.d pastors or bull­
h aded d aeon , who thought they w re 
the president and the board of directors 
of a religious corporation, rather than the 
h pherd and under· hepherds of' Cod's 

precious flock ." Hinch y aid . 
"The r at st conflic in our churches 

don' t comP. from doctrines or programs, 
but from per onal relationships. A 
mini ter, ho has onflic in one church 
will hav conflicts in another church, 
unless h learns to relate to people. The 
am is tru of deacon ." 

H add d : " y biggest frustrat ion ha 
b en trying to help minister who can't 
be help d. becau they won't accept 
their own need for a h althy personality 
and a right relationship to iolks. 

"A man doe n't becom a pastor just 
because the church votes for him. H 
has to earn that ri ht ," he d dared. 

" mini t r can 't move ery two years 
and arn that bles ed right . ith r. 
P opl will love their pastor in direct 
proportion to how much h loves them 
and how Ion h tays at the ir church." 

Hinchey said he has noted one 
"decid ly healthy" tr nd in his nearly­
four ears in hi pion ring position. 

"Four y ar ago all the churches 
~ anted a fla hy youn minister , ith the 
wisdom of Solomon nd the e perience 
of Job. but h couldn't b over 35 years 
of a e ," h aid . 

"Today, more churches ar r jecting 
chronolo ical barri r o n the Holy Spirit 
anrl are willin to consid r an old r, 
more matur minist r. Many church 

01 'burned' by calling the an ry young 
m n of th ixtie and ar taking a more 
car ful look at maturity now." 

H add d : "Som churche ~.ave 
topp d th silly practice of jumping in 

cars and running all o er the Southeast to 
h ar very preach r r commended 10 
their committee. 

"Mor and mor are sitting do n and 
making thorough , careful , pr yerful 
investigations of all the data th y can get 
about possibl ministers . before they go 
to hear th m preach . I applaud this 
trend ; it i overdue " 

Hinch y paid , arm tribu e to 
associational missionaries and to other 
C or ia Baptist employe s for support in 
hi n itiv ministry. 

"Dr Roy Hinch y' achiev m nts are 
of m morable si nificance." responds 
• arcy S. Carrison, Georgia Baptist 
executive ecretary-treasurer. "He cam 
10 thi position , ith commitment to 
Chri t, cone rn for the churches and 
those who s rve in them and with an 
understanding of the principles and 
policies of Baptist " 
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Urges talkback 
to preachers 

MILL VALLEY, CA-Dr. Wayne E 
Oates director of clinical pastoral 
education at Norton-Children 's Hospital 
and professor of psychiatry and 
behavioral sciences at the University of 
Loui ville School of Medicine, urged 
student min i sters to welcome 
confrontation and dialogue in their 
preaching ministry. The guest lecturer for 
the H I Hester Lectur·eships on Preaching 
at Golden Gate Seminary, Mill Valley, 
Calif Anril 22-25, asked the students, 
"Do we have the nerve to say to people 
who are cantankerous and hard to live 
with that they have a chance for rebuttal 
to what we say from the pulpit " He said, 
"The objective of confrontation is not to 
c;plurge our anger but to get people to 
listen " 

Oates added, "E ncou nte r ana 
confro ntation have gone out of t he main 
line of to day ' s preac h i ng ." He 
commended the dia logical sermon as 
opposed to the "one way sermon stuff," 
in h is exposition of "confrontat ional 
preaching." 

In dea ling with " persua si v e 
preaching," Oates said · " Without a 
teaching preacher, especially on touchy 
ethi cal issues, the coun seling load 
becomes unbearable to the preacher, 
and the preaching becomes unbearable 
to the people." 

Concerning " evangel istic preaching," 
Oates stated : "There is one thing that 
stays put, and that . is the need for 
forg iveness and the need f<:>r 
redemption " He cautioned : "The marn 
defect of Evangel ism is the same defect 
we find in psychological counseling-not 
fo llo wing up on our results and not 
staying by ' the stuff ."' He reminded the 
students that "heal ing is a by-product of 
the rostoration of hope." 

O ates closed the lectures with a 
re fl ective add ress on " ce lebrat ive 
preaching." He said, "We celebrate . in 
our sufferings know ing that suffering 
pro du ces • enduran ce, endurance 
prod uces ch aracter , and character 
produces hope." He urged the audience 
to " celebrate the command that we lay 
aside every we ight and run the race that 
is befo re us and look to Jesus who is the 
pioneer of our fai th." 

In closing Oates took a look at 
retirement He charged that " the aging 
process today has become a form of 
bondage in Ameri ca." Oates said that he 
was going to rename " retirement. " "I 'm 
~oing to call it the right to plan your own 
sc hedule, the opportuni ty to write a new 
chapter in your life .'' 
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'Pressure campaigns ' not 

effective with broadcasters 
I 1 WORTH (BP) --Although proper 

prot<>c;t ran he f'ffectiv(', tt-e thousands of 
IPIIPT'- mz11lf'd to TV networks by irate 
,hurrh pPnplP m.ty not have been worth 
1hr c;tampc; 11 took to mail them, a 
hro;idc;i,;t PXPcut 1vP c;aid here 

\\1kP 1;,h;ipiro c;a1d that the networks, 
program o;.pon,;orc; and members of the 
I rdPrc1.l ( nmmu n,calion omm1ssion 
fl rn rpcognize c;uch letter for what 
they are" "church pressure campaigns" -
who don't give them thP attention the 
writPr<; hope for . 

Shapiro. p res id ent of Belo 
Hmadcac;t Ing Corp, which owns WF AA­
TV in Oalla-; il nd KFDM-TV in Beaumont, 
1 PX ,1,; well ac; two Dallas radio stations, 
.idd;ec;-;ed part ic ipants in the Southern 
B.i p t i c;t Radio and Television 
(omnw;c; ion 'c; second an nual media 
,onc;u ltat ion 

"To inform your congregat ion, from 
1 he pulpi t. of what to say in the let ter or 
10 hand out forms requesting your 
mf'mherc; to copy and sign them , or even 
to c;ol ic it petitions with 100's of names on 
lhPm. ic; not one-tenth as effective in 
getting your message across as simply 
IPfling your church members to wri te-i n 
, heir own words-a good, construct ive 
letter." c:;hapiro said. 

c:;uch a letter would be treated as an 
individual Pxpression and not one from 
iln organi1ed r,ressure approach he said . 
., J\civertic;erc; pay a grea t deal of attention 
10 a ,onc;tru ct ive, well written letter 
outlin ing the writer's feelings . 

c:; hapiro urged pa5tors to tell their 
rnPmherc; to support good children's TV 
program c; " If the program is beneficial to 

hildren. tell the congregation to write a 
,omplimE> ntary letter sometime,'' he 
,ai r! 

1;,hap iro c;a id the country has been 
dpc;crihed frequently as living with a 
·· npw moral i ty" but that " Americans in 
, ve r-i nc reac; i ng numbers are now 
<'Xprf'c;c; ing vE>ry deep and serious concern 
,1bout 1 he new moral ity displayed on the 
TV c;creenc; in their homes." . 

Hroadca-;ting has a responsibility, he 
c;aid . to kE>ep lfl mind what kind of 
programc; arP beamed into the living 
roomc; of the country . "We ask, who is 
rP<;ponsihle-t he parents, the networks, 
1hE> c; tation. the FCC, Congress- for what 
1 hP voung people see. 

"WPII. all of broadcasting must be 
rE>c;ponc; ibl e and responsive and 
broadcasters must make the decisions, , 
not c;omebody in Wash ington . 

·The c;trong moral values that we all 
crf'w up w,th and that made this country 
great are being shattered . TV didn't start 
the new morality but by portraying it 
nightly, it ·certainly is fanning the flames­
;md milking it seem acceptable." 

Shapiro cited a c.peech evangelist Billy 

Cr.iham mild(• during a National 
f\.;,ociill inn nf Bmadc a-;ters mPeting 
whPn Crr1ham \illO thilt lV, a<; the niost 
powprful rnPdium . c,1n do more to return 
1hic; country 10 c;tabi l ity, unity and ba-;1c 
mnral valuP<; Ihan any one other force 

I hf' D,1llac; hmadcast leader c,ounded a 
'-OlPmn note In df'<;Crihing the churches 
11w of "that most powerful medium " 

··r nr too milny years the churches have 
been talk ing to themselves," he charged. 
"1;,incP thE' Parly days of TV, most 
rP l igious prog ramm ing has bee n 
;1 nchorPd to Sunday morn ing and t!ie 
<" hurrh rpmote (hmadcasts) are beamed 
10 the c;hut-1nc; who are normally church 
gopr<; who ,1l ready ~ave the churc hes' 
mpsc;agf' 

"No longer w i ll the mass TV audience 
rpc;pond to the puln it, the minister, and 
1hp c,tained gla ,;,; winnow beh ind him 
Whf'n you IPI! the viE>wer in advance that 
.1p ic; l.!Oing 10 he preached to, that he is 
i.:oing lo rec-f'ive moral or cultural values, 
,r that hP i,; coing lo be educated, he will 
jump up r1nd change the dial before the 
npeninl-! nPditc; are even f inished, " 
1;,h,,p im ,;aid 

HP c;aici the Radio and Television 
Commic;c;ion' c; work has been "on the 
richt track for years. The Radio and TV 
Comm ic;c;ion ("Ouches moral values and a 
hPlif'f in people and God w ith in the 
confine,; o f a professionally-produced 
program which can compete w ith any 
PntPrtainment programming on other 
r hannel c; ," he c;a id "Th is is the only way 
to take il dv.anta ge of TV ," he 
Pmphasi1ed 

· Weber 
(From page 24) 

many are being built around the country. 
" They are staying with the basics with 

this commitment" he said, as well as 
being "innovative enough to make the 
gospel attractive to modern man ." 

Weber is excited about the plans for a 
Baptist bicentennial bell that will be 
dedicated May 27 in Philadelphia and 
then travel down the eastern seaboard 
for a visit to historic Baptist sites. The 
bell will be on the platform during the 
Miami Beach Convention, Weber said, 
and the sessions will open with its 
ringing. 

He said there would be a "patriotic and 
revival atmosphere" at the convention, 
and "a burden to me.et- human needs" 
that he hopes will not be distracted by 
lengthy debates. "People will be saying, 
'The world's in a mess. We'd better get 
right ourselves."' 

"God is going to use th is crisis as an 
opportunity to bring us back to the 
basics." 
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SBC dateline•--~-----------------
New Asheville book 
store dedicated 

HEVILLE. .C. (BP}-A new Baptist 
Book tore has been opened in Asheville, 

.C • completing the first segment of a 
five-point plan for enlarging and 
reor anlzing the Baptist Book Store 
tructure in orth Carolina. 

Current! . the book store division of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board, 

a hville, operates 55 Baptist Book 
tores and lwo lifeway Book Stores in 21 
tat through i regions covering the 

United tates. Eleven regional mail order 
cent rs are al o planned for completion 
b 1978. 

The Ufeway Stores. which will be 
increased over the nextseveral years are 
d igned for persons who w~uld 
probably not patronize a Baptist Book 
tore. Th y carry no materials directly 

related to church programs as do Baptist 
Book Stores. . 

Ben Rentz, manager of the Baptist 
Book tore in Mobile, Ala., since 1967, 
will mana e the Asheville store and take 
re ponsibility for the operation of the 
tore at Ridgecrest Baptist Conferen 

Center The Ridgecrest store v.as 
previously the responsibility of the 

1lanta, Ga., book store. 

Ford uses Baptist 
facilities in New Orleans 

EW ORLEA 5 (BP)-When President 
Gerald Ford paid a visit here to speak the 
dedication of the F. Edward Herbert 
Library, he used Baptist facilities for his 
staff 

The entire building of the Baptist 
ociation of Greater New Orleans, the 

newe t available structure to the library 
honorin the U.S. Congressman, was 
u d a a command post by the White 
House staff, with two direct lines to the 
White House. 

While h White House staff used the 
conference room for their command post 
1 he cret Service set up 
communications facilities in the kitchen . 

Electricity for dedication ceremonies 
wa channeled through Baptist center 
lines. 

Mercer Irwin, e ecutive secretary of 
the \ Orleans Association. and his 
a sociate. olan Johnston, and their 
wive were given special seating in the 
VIP ection at dedication ceremonies. 

The Baptist center is owned by the 
ew Orleans Association and houses 

Baptist student and associational offices. 
Som financial support is given by the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention . 

President Ford , in addition to 
participating in library ceremonies, was 
in Louisiana to attend off-shore oil 
drilling operations. 
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Son ot missionaries 
named ambassador 

WASHI GTON (BP)--William G. 
Bowdler. on of emeritus Southern 
Baptist missionary Ruth (1.-\rs. George A.) 
Bo dler and the late Mr. Bowdler, has 
been nam d U.S. Ambassador to South 
Africa. 

Born in Buenos Aires. Argentina, 
where hi parents were missionaries for 
17 years, Bowdler is a graduate of the 
University of Richmond, a Baptist school 
in Virginia, and the Fletcher School of 
aw and Diplomacy. 

Bowdler be an his career with the 
Departm nt of tate in 1950 and has held 
various positions in the field of 
international and foreign relations. He 
has been tationed in Washington, Cuba, 
Guatemala and El Salvador, and he holds 
the rank of career minister. 

Hinson gets grant to study 
Protestant teaching authority 

LOUISVILLE (BP)-E. Glenn' Hinson, 
professor of church history at Southern 

Seminary here, has been awarded a 
5,000 grant from the Association of 

Theological Schools in the United States 
and Canada to do a year's sabbatical 
leave field research in Rome examining 
the teachin authority of the Prote tant 
church. 

Hinson will also erve a interim pastor 
of Rome Baptist Church. 

H chose Rome as the site for his study 
b c, use of the teaching authority of the 
Catholic Church. "I will be in the midst of 
where Christianity had its beginnings ," 
said Hinson. who holds earned 
doctoral from both Southern Seminary 
and O ford University. 

Final authority in the Roman church 
has been pinpointed, according to 
Hinson, and from thi base he hopes to 
isolate the connection between the 
individuali m reflected In Protestantism 
and the delineated authority of Rome. 

From his research, the church history 
professor plan to write a book about the 
t aching authority of the Protestant 
church 

The Association of Theological 
hoofs in the United States and Canada 

was formerly the American Associat ion 
of Theological Schools. 

AM/1050 
LITTLE ROCK 
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Personal responsibility 
Ezekiel 18 :2-13, 30-32 

No one really like,; 
to accept 
responsibility for 
,;ome misguided 
action. It evidently 
is characteristic of 
human nature to 
blame our mistakes 
and failures on 
others This is 
especially true in 

Rohertson our spiritual lives, 
for we are 

constant ly blaming our sin on somethin g 
or someone else O ur early home life, our 
_<;ociety, our friends, satan, but never do 
we l ike to admit we chose to sin. The 
prophet Ezekiel is stressing for the people 
o f his day that they are personally 
responsible for thei r si n, therefore their 
judgment and exile are deserved . 

Thi s persona l respon sibil i ty also 
applies to our l ives as we live in modern 
America, for responsibility is always 
upon our shoulders in the final analysi s. 

Responsibility correctly stated 
(18:2-4) 

If we are to fully understand the 
writ ing of Ezekiel we must remember 
that he was God's prophet to the exiles in 
Aabylon . You will recall these exiles have 
come from Judah , the southern kingdom, 
after Babylonia had begun to conquer 
God' ,; people tn Jerusalem and the 
,;urrounding area The defeat of Judah 
could be termed more a process than 
something that happened quickly. It 
began about 605 B.C. and continued 
until about 586 BL with exiles or 
prisonet,; beir:ig deported to Babylon on 
more than one occasion . Daniel and his 
friends were taken in 605 B.C. , but 
Fzekiel did not go before 598 B.C. 

God needed a prophet among these 
despondent exiles in a pagan land and so 
about 593 BC he called Ezekiel to be 
that prophet . His task was to involve 
many things including the breaking down 
of false hopes of an early return to their 
horn land and preparing them for the 
destruction of Jerusalem . 

Another part of his task was to impress 
upon these <>xiles a sense of personal 
responsibility for their sin and its 
puni,;hment. Perhaps some had excused 
them,;elves by quoting the proverb, "The 
fathers have eaten li0Ur grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge." This 
mi~ht ,;pen, to fix the blame for their 
c;lavery in a foreign land upon the sins of 
their fathers, but Ezekiel is impressing 
upon them their own guilt and 
re<;ponsibility; they must accept the 
blame for their punishment. God has 
st;ited that all persons belong to him, 

both father and c;on, and the soul that 
,;ins ,;hall die; each person is responsible 
for his own rebellion against God. The 
person dies for his sin and cannot blame 
h1,; guilt on another, there can be no 
tran-;ferral of guilt. 

It nevPr ab,;o lves us of our condi t ion 
bE>fore Cod to -;ay someone else caused 
our rebell ion, for the lord wi ll hold us 
c1ccountable for what we have do ne and 
the decio; ions we have made . 

Responsibility dearly illustrated [ 5-13) 
Now E1.ekiel proceeds to demonstrate 

the pri nciple he has stated. If a man is 
righteou,; , obeys Cod, is not involved in 
idolatry or immorality, does not take 
advantage of his neighbor, but rather 
treats his neighbor fai rly and lovingly, 
and in general does t he w i ll of God and is 
pleasi ng to God, he will live. The man is 
judgt=>d by h is own deeds, and is 
acceptable to God . 

O n the other hand if his son rebels and 
goes against God committing tragic sin 
the righteousness o f the father would not 
be counted for th<> son . This sinful person 
will dit=> because he is responsible to Cod 
for what he does, regardless of how 
committed to Cod his father happened 
to be. 

Since Christ has come to be our 
Saviour our life or death hinges upon our 
respon se to him . If a father accepts Christ 
and lives for him, God will be pleased 
with him and the person will live. If, 
however, the child refuses Christ and 
goes against him, he will die in his sin. 
We are responsible for our own actions, 
and our parents' salvation cannot be 
transferred to us; we must all respond to 
Christ and receive him for ourselves. 

Responsibility calls for 
repentance (30-32) 

Since God holds a person responsible 
for his own transgression, the prophet is 
urging his people to repent and be 
changed by God. Some very graphic 
language is contained within these three 
verses : "cast away all your 
transgressions" , "gain a new heart and 
spirit", " turn yourselves and live". The 
prophet is telling them if they perish it is 
not the fault of a capricious God, for he 
has no delight in their perishing. The 
heart of Cod is broken when his creation 
refuses to walk with him and goes on to 
destruction . In every way possible God 
urges the people of this world to come 
home to him, have their sin forgiven, and 
have a clean heart and new life, but so 
often they refuse. So because of their sin 
they perish , they can blame it on no one 
else. 

Jesus Christ is calling the sinner to 
come to him today and find eternal, 
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;ibundanl life• I fc, want~ no one to perish, 
rathc>r lw want,; thC'm lo liv" with him 
forever , Hio; pler1ding call today is, "Why 
will you di<>, 0 Amc>rica , why will you 
dif' : o ~inn<'r'" 

(onclu-;ion 
Prr-,on.1I w<;ponsibility for our sin 

, annot hp df'nird in tht-1 facf' of God's 
r<'v<' lat ion throuh I 1<>k1el. Aff'cpt It and 
r<'al11<' that "Nrryone nf uo; shall give 
a count of himq.1lf lo God"'. Regardl ss 
nf how much we• may hc,;itat<' to adm it It, 
WC' an~ <;inn('r<; ,ind wP r1r<' rPc;r,onsi ble for 
WP have lwrn giwn frC'Pdom of choice 
hy God 

Tht! Outlines o l the lntcrn:itlon11 1 Bible Lenon lor 
Chrlslla n Teac hing, Unl lorm Serles, ore copyr lqhtod by 
the tntcrnAllonal Councll ol Rrllglou~ Edu cnllon . Used 
by perm iss ion . 

Famine brings refugee 

to school, new home 
MARA DI , Niger. (BP)--1 m ba yira 

thought sc hool was a place where 
children were ph ysica ll y beatr>n until a 
famine brought h im to the refur~ee \ am p 
here and to the care of Southern Hi'nt1st 
mIss Ionari es. Now his at! ,tude ha,; 
changed and he looks forward to schoo l 
this fall. 

The 11-year-o ld boy camf' with six 
Arab women and their childrc>n to tht­
yard of miss ionarie Mr. and M rs Hobert 
D . Williams one day tn December, 1973. 
The missionaries gave the women food 

' and blankets . Then Mrs. Williams and 
Mrs. H. Jerold Palmer Jr., also a 
missionary, went to their home. 

On this visit they witnessed stark 
evidence of the impending famine­
refugees gathering in cornstalk villages , 
no food for even the children, the 
beginnings of widespread disease. That 
same night three of thP Arab babies died . 

When the Tsibiri school, a Sudan 
interior primary level boarding school, 
opened a special class for refugee 
children, the missionaries wanted to send 
lmbayira along with others. 

lmbayira stubbornly refused to go, 
convinced on the basis of earlier 
experiences that he would be beaten. 

The missionaries persuaded four of his 
cousins to go, Mohammed and Hussein, 
both 14, Hamadu, 12; and Ali, 11. The 
four boys finished first , second, third and 
fourth in their cl ass of nine. Ali was the 
top of the class and the first one to 
become a Christian . Seven of the nme tn 
the class became Christian s before the 
class was over 



L ife c'l11ct, 
New sensitivities in the home 

fpht"c;iam li ·21-b :4 

·\ ~reilt amount of 
,1ttentIon ,.., bem~ 
l!I\ en todav to th(l 
pre.-.c;ing .-.oc1al 
problem<. OnP 
dem,rndins and 
rC'rPt\ in~ murh 
attC'nt1on Is familv 
life •\ \ oluminou.-. 
,m,ount of materit1I 
ic; hPm~ produced 
Pa.-.to r.-., 1 h,a-

'>Nlrtte tri,1<.t.-.. profe,; ional 
counc;elors and others are writ ing and 
.-. r eakinJ.? on the ubject. Famil l ife hold 
., vital placp in the social order 

ThP createst contribution any member 
of the famil y can make Is to demonstrate 
m Ii\ ing his love for every other member. 
Beinl! loved is the greatest nped each of 
u.-. ha.-. Other ba ic needs. such as 
.-.eruritv. a <-ense of belonging, being 
rpcogmzPd, happiness, come to the 
pprc;on who knows he is loved. 

In our cnpture for today, Paul has set 
forth what it means to live in the home 
ac; a Christian fam ily member. In this 
.-.1 ud, \\P .-.hall seek to e aluate our own 
per.-.onal relationships in the home with 
t hE> c-,tandard taught in these verses. 

~;,fandards for husbands and wives 
(Eph. 5:21-33) 

Paul c;et.-. forth a general truth in verse 
2~ \ hich is appl icable to every member 
of a Christian community . The idea of 
q1bmission is never easily accepted. 
However, it is a Christ ian principle and if 
one Is genuinely Christian he cannot 
E>.-.cape it. Th is does not mean 
rompromise of convictions or a self­
debasing attitude. It is the willingness to 
recognize fully the rights of others and to 
minis ter to our brother in Christ. We have 
ju,;t had a descript ion of a beautiful life 
of pra ise and thanksgiving. (vv . 15-20) 
Persons who are " filled with the Spirit" 
(v. 18) find it easy to submit themselves 
to one another. Reverence for God 
enables us to have a humble attitude 
toward fellow Christians, regardless of 
our human relationship to them. 

Submission of the wife to her husband 
(v 22) is in recognition of his headship in 
the home. This she will do ''as unto the 
Lord." At the time of this epistle, the 
rights of the wife were not recognized as 
we know them today. Paul later in this 
discourse bases this relationship on love. 
Therefore. we are not to conclude that he 
af)proved fully the standards which 
prevailed in Roman, Greek, and Jewish 
families. 

In verses 23 and 24, Paul points out 
that the relationship of husband and wife 

l'i ,1milar to thilt of Chri'it and the (hurch 
ThC' "'r"rtion i'i th,,t Christ is al1;0 thE> 
\,1v1our of thf' hody I INvever. would not 
th(' lovinJ.? hu1;b,1nd hC' willin~ to 
wop,1rd11c hi,; own l1f" In ordN to <;ave 
lhP life of hi,; dear wif"1 r al lowing the 
C'\amp!(' of th C' church, the wife is (alled 
upnn to bC' ohcdicnt to her hu,;band 

In umelf i,;h devotion the husband 
love,; hi.-. w1fr• "ac-, Christ also loved the 
church. t1nd gave him,;elf fo r it." (v 25) 
ThP hu1;band i.-. to accept his wife as a 
pPr'ion /\ per,;on. created In the image of 
C.nd 1, to be rc,;pected What Christ is 
10 thf' church th ideal husband is to his 
wife Look ~t the areas of concern : 
Chri .-.t . head of the church (v.23); Christ, 
c;,,viour of tht> rhurch {v.23); the church 
,uh je(t to Christ (v.24); and Chri'it, loving 
the rhurch and giving himself for it 
f 21) Meeting the requirements of th is 
high 1;tandard, a husband could never be 
,1 ,elfish tyrant in relation to his wife. A 
wtfe whose hu band loves her like this 
will ~ladly honor him as head of the ir 
home 

Verses 26-27 stress Christ's love and 
match less service for the church He 
cleansed and pr€pared it It was then 

' ready for presentation to Christ glorious, 
,pot less, and wrinkle free . As a bride, 
holy and without blemish, the· church is . 
readv for presentation to Christ, the 
hridegroom 

The husband will exercise care for his 
wi fe He should nourish and cherish his . 

· wi fe as he does his own body. 5he is to be 
loved unselfishly and protected. He owes 
hi,; best care, devotion, and appredation 
to her She is a person, a companion, not 
a c;ervant 

In the language of the Old Testament, 
ver.-.e l 1 sets forth the oneness of two 
live,; which enter into the marriage 
relationship. The man is united to his 
wife as the members of his body are 
un ited. l o separate from her would be 
like tear ing his body apart. 

VNse l2 speaks of the mystery of the 
rhurch . There is a mystery of origin . The 
church originated in the suffering, 
c;orrow, blood, and cross of Jesus. There 
ic; the mystery of nature. Christ took our 
human nature and has given us his divine 
nature There is the mystery of unity. We 
are members of his body, his flesh , his 
bones. There is the mystery of an 
ultimate, final, enduring salvation and 
assurance. We are one with him to care, 
to nurture. to cherish. 

Verse .B reaffirms the exhortation of 
verse 2S to husbands and directs the 
wife's response to be in an attitude of 
respectful reverence. This is an ideal 

hy Andrew 8. Setliffe 
Pula ki HC'ights, Ultle Rock 

M,w 18, 1975 

wh1rh can be rf'a lized only "in the Lord" 
tandards for paren1ts and children 

(Eph. 6:1-4) 
Children hP lp to make the home 

< omrlete. They bring immeasurable Joy. 
/\t tlw .-.ame lime, their presence brings 
rP,pons1bi lity and problems of various 
kind.-. R('aring children is a lively topic of 
rnnvc>rc;a tIon. bri ngs wide differences of 
opinion from various camps; causes 
m,,ny a ,InrPrc rarent to wonder, doubt, 
and-or grieve. God's W ord rema ins our 
hc,;t guide here 

Simrlv stated, children are to obey 
lht> i r paren ts fv 1) Chi ldren need 
restraint and guidance. This can best be 
given ,n the parent-child relat ionship. 
Obedience in the Christian home is 
bac;ed on love, not on arbitrary power. 
" In lhe Lord" indicates he obeys in a 
willing c;pirit and Christian motive. "This 
ic; right" means that obedience represents 
what is righteous , not merely that it is 
fitting 

Paul then refers to the fifth 
commandment. (v.2) Observance of this 
wa.-. both right and prof itable, for this is 
" the fi rst commandment with promise:" 
During childhood, honoring parents 
mean respectful obedience; not with lip 
.-.ervice only. The adult son or daughter 
, hou ld respect parents; but also, he 
, hould look after their needs according 
to opportuni ty and abil ity. 

The promise made to those who 
faithfully observe this commandment is 
·'• hat it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth. " (v.3) 
Whether obedi'ence to and respect for 
our parents· actually adds· years to our 
lives. we do not know However, it 
r erta inly adds mean ingfulness and peace 
of mind to our years . The practice of 
obedience leads to self-discipline which 
i,; !he basis for efficient and effective 
living and of a sound, healthy bodv. · 

Parents also have obligations to their 
r hildren Paul mentions fat hers in 
rart icul.;r (v.4), but surely the same 
admonition applies to mothers. They 
,hould not stir up their children "to 
wrath" by unjust. unreasonable severity. 
This insults them and tends to make 
them feel unloved and unwanted. Paul 
goes on to say "bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord." 
This involves training and reproof. The 
1-:ood of the child is the objective. The 
training and reproof must be done in the 
,pirit of Christ. The result will be that the 
children will honor their parents. 
This lesson trHtment ls bastd on the Lile and Work 
Curriculum tor Southern Baptist Churches, copyrf9ht by 
The Sunday School Board ol the Southern Baptist 
Conv~ntlon. All rf9hts reserved . Used by perm ission 
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Attendance report 
May 4, 1975 

ChJJrch 

Alexander, First 
Alpena 

Sunday Church Church Sunday Church Church 
School Training Addns. Church School Training Addns. 

Augusta , Grace 
Bentonv,lle 

Central Avenue 
Mason Valle-y 
F,rst 

Berryville 
F,rst 
Freeman Heights 
Rock Springs 

Boonevtlle, F irst 
Bryant, F,rst Southern 
Caledonia 
Camden, Cullendale 
Cash, First 
Clinton. Friendship 
Concord, F irst 
Conway 

Pickles Gap 
Second 

Crossett, Ml Olive 
El Dorado, Trinity 
Forrest City 

First 
Second 

Ft. Smith 
First 
Grand Avenue 

Moffett M ission 
Temple 
Trinity 
Windsor Park 

Garfield, First 
Gentry, First 
Gillham, First 
Grandview 
Greenwood, First 
Hampton, First 
Hardy, First 
Harrison 

Eagle Heights 
Woodland Heighh! 

95 
84 
98 

63 
73 

252 

181 
134 
72 

250 
94 
74 

503 
116 
109 
107 

230 
313 
375 
13~ 

726 
181 

1299 
832 

31 
1.56 
187 
831 

95 
186 
91 
75 

166 
181 
166 

313 

47 
19 
60 

15 
52 

71 
63 
50 

211 
57 
21 

10..t 
"'6 
0 

86 
27S 

S9 

lSJ 
70 

2.i2 
237 

97 
73 

227 
AS 
68 
57 
49 

113 
95 
59 

L~nard StrHI 101 
Memorial 90 
Park Place 361 

Hughes, Firs! 193 
Jacksonv,lle, Marshall Road 329 
Jonesboro, Nettleton 249 
Kingston, First SA 
Lavaca, First 328 
Little- Rock 

Cross Road 10..t 
Crystal Valley ISS 
L,fe Line 524 
Mart Inda le 102 
Woodlawn US 

Magnolia, Central 637 
Melbourne, Belview 104 
Montlccllo 

First 309 
Second 311 

Murfreesboro, First 131 
North Little Rock 

Calvary ASO 
Gravel Ridge 197 
Levy 421 
Park Hill 714 

1\ 

Paragould 
Calvary 228 
East Side 710 
First .450 
West View 203 

Paris, First .411 
Pine Blu ff 

Centennial 175 
East Side 218 
First 627 
Second 128 
South Side 767 

Tucker 12 
Oppelo 1S 

Sulphur Springs 211 
Watson Chapel All 

Prairie Grove, First 162 

6,1 

36 
131 
126_ 
126 

83 
28 

122 

10.i 
ss 

tBO 
48 
61 

216 
68 

62 
7S 
57 

uo 
92 
81 

106 

167 
e.i 

100 
109 
108 

87 
106 
135 
59 

108 
4 

6 
104 
107 
67 

Heber Springs, Wesl!>ide 
Helena. First 

72 
125 
279 
422 

105 
50 
55 
7S 

101 

Rogers 
First 519 
Immanuel 468 144 

Hope, First 
Hot Springs 

Grand Avenue 

Russellvil le 
First 462 

506 218 1S Second 1"'4 

"Strength and honour are her clothing; 
and she shall rejoice in time to come~' 

·,. 
;•:,. -
t<:... •. " 

Proverbs, 31 :25 

70 

;t:: .• ;:)~~ . ~ 
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A fitting remembrance for the bride, her attendants, 
mother of the bride and mother o f the groom-Collins+ 
World white Bibles. From $6.95 to $ 10.95 at all Baptist 
Boob tores. -

_!?t~J /6, tY/eff/n~ 
COLLINS (i)WORLD 

2 
9 
1 

2 
1 
s 

Sund a~ Church Churc t, 
Church School Tra,n,ng Add,hons 

Sheridan, F lrst 258 
Spnngd!!lle 

Berry Street 108 
Caudle Avenue 144 
Elmdale 323 
F,rst 1183 

Walnut R idge. Wh,te Oak 106 
West Helena Church 255 
V111n Buren, First 573 

M15~1on 30 
V!!tnd,.rvoort. F ir!,,! SO 
woost r , F irst 111 

A smile or two 

82 

47 
61 

100 

67 
63 

603 

31 
85 

l 
16 

A man went to ser• the head of one of 
Wc1c;hington'c; many agencies about a job. 

"What Pxperience have you hadr' 
,1c;ked I he bureaucrat. "What can you 
cfo 7" 

"Nnt a thing," replied the applicant. 
"Good," c;aid I he civil servant . "Then 

w<' won't have to break you in!" 

Reporting 
attendance 

Attendance figures for Arkansas 
naptist churches can be published 
only if they are received in the 
offices of the Newsmagazine by 
Thursriay morning after the Sunday 
of report. Be sure your post card 
containc; the following 
in formation: name of church, city, 
and date of Sunday being reported. 
l?eports will appear in an issue 10 
days after the Sunday of report. 

~end cards to Arkansas Baptist 
New~magazine, P.O. Box 550, Little 
Rock, Ark. 72203. 

CHURCH GROUPS: 
SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY 

and enjoy lodging & meals at 
KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM 

RESORT 
all for just $11 each! 

Rt 1 Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632 
Phone (501) 253-8418 

PEW CUSHIONS 
Com fort and beauty. At prices your 

Church can afford 

For free estimate contact 
FLOWFRS CUSHION SERVICE 

P.O. Box 587 Keene, Tex. 76059 
Phone: A/C 817 645-9203 

Clean used church buses 

J & M Motors 
Hwy. 65, South 
Conway, Ark. 

329-6634 or 329-5814 
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A year in review: 

Weber '~ppreciates ' SBC; 
urges renewed commitment I he church has been pleased and happ, 

"He's gone the extra mile," she said 
"He'c; not neglecting our church in an· 
way or il'i president." 

by John RutlPdge 

LUBBOCK, Tex. (BPJ--The driver of the 
limousine from the Lubbock airport 
talked about politics, the weather and 
Firo:;t Baptist Church 

"It's o:;o big they have to have more 
than one worship service," he said over 
hie; shoulder. 

"We have seven cabs going out to the 
college on Sunday for students who don't 
have a way to get to the church They 
Just c;ign a card and the church ricks up 
the tab " He drove in silence for a while 
"You know, they get more than $10,000 
in their Sunday School offering. It's a big 
church" 

No, the driver was not a member, he 
said Not even a Baptist. 

Two of the passengers were on their 
way to the church. The third was a young 
man going to visit a friend at Texas Tech 
and obviously intrigued at the way th~ 
conversation had taken a religious turn . 

"They take Cod eriously here, don't 
they1" he said . 

laroy Weber, pastor of First church in 
Lubbock and completing a year as 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC), confirmed the man's 
observation later in an interview . 

'This is basically a conservative area. 
You don't see the campus extremes that 
you do at other sc hoo ls . This 
conservative spirit expresses itself in 
religious commitment." 

He was elected president three months 
after becoming pastor of the Lubbock 
church about a year ago. The dual 

re ponsibilitiec; as pastor and presider.t 
have c;tr tched him to the limit but have 
not <;trained his r lationship with this 
congregation 

When Weber ace pted the pre idency 
lac;t v ar, he promised his church he 
would be in the pulpit every Sunday and 
most Wedne~day nights. He has kept his 

After a year of listening as well a 
c;pcaking to a cross section of Southerr 
Aaptists, Weber said he has learned tc 
appreciate the denomination and it! 
work more than ever. 

"It is the missions element that 
brought u together in the first place anc 
it is the cement that keeps us together.'· . word. but it hils meant late-night flights 

.back to Lubbock from speak ing 
rngagemcnts and missing hours of sleep. 

He said he hopes people will leave the 
SBC's annual meeting in Miami Beach in 
June with a greater compassion for the 
c;piritual and physical needs of the world. "You have to fight for time," Weber 

c;aid, "during the flight or in a motel 
room, for study and sleep. I've been 
pressing at at both ends, but I'm in good 
health ." 

For a man with both feet on the ground 
doctrinal ly, Weber has been up in the air 
much of his time. By June 9 he will have 
flown 101,398 miles during the year, with 
the longest trip to Lausanne 
Switzerland; the short~st to Littlefield: 
TPx. 

Despite Weber's double life , t~e 
church has grown. More than 800 joined 
the church during the fi rst year and 207, 
the largest number in the church's 
history, have been baptized thus far this 
year, out of a goal o f 300. 

Had Weber not made the effort to be 
. in the pulpit , the results might have been 
different. "That's been the difference in 
whether the church just sits here and 
marks time or moves forward, " said 
Web~r. whos~ new book, Winning 
America to Christ, was to be released in 
May. 

He also credited his staff and 
laypeople. "They said they would take up 
the slack as much as they could . 

" The secret of my ability to adapt is 
that I know the attitude of the church is 
c;o wholesome. If there were rumblings, it 
would be tough," he said. 

Lattimore Ewing, assistant business 
manager , ass~ssed his pastor's 
performance from the perspective of 34 
years at the church . 

" It's really remarkable the way the 
work has held up . I know it's been 
awfully hard on him, especially since he 
was so new. People have been proud of 
the fact he's president and have been 
willing to buckle down." 

"World conditions are so serious that we 
can't debate insignificant issues" he said. 

"Some of last year's issues have been 
resolved," he said "The restructuring of 
the division of evangelism in the Home 
Mission Board has been accomplished, 
and the general opinion on a name 
change for the convention has been 
reflected to the committee of seven" 
(which will recommend no change be 
considered at this time) . 

An issue that Weber hopes will not 
come up at the convention is the 
charismatic movement. He said he has 
been so misquoted and misunderstood 
on that subject that now he has a typed 
c;ta_te_ment he sends persons wanting his 
opinion . 

"The good thing that came out of the 
movement was that it made Baptists · 
s~udy the word of Cod about spiritual 
gifts, and preach it and teach it. 

" I think the movement has peaked 
out." 

He reiterated his statement that the 
convention has enough elsaticity for 
people who differ on teachings about 
spiritual gifts : 

_"I. doubt that the Home or Foreign 
M1ss1on Board would appoint the one 
w~~ taught _that the baptism in the Holy · 
Spmt, as interpreted by .charismatic 
tongue-speaking groups, is a valid 
experience. There have been some 
problems that the Foreign Mission Board 
had to deal with ." 

During Weber's first year as president 
~onv~ntio~ baptisms dropped for th~ 
f1rc;t time in several years. He said one 
reason for the drop is that the new11ess 
ha_s worn off the bus ministry and 
Witness Involvement Now programs. 

"We need to make a renewed 
commitment to these two and other 
methods," he said. "We will see a 
renewed emphasis from the convention 
that will help Baptists." 

Preston lohnson, chairman of the 
deacons, said, "He hasn't missed a 
heartbeat in that church. I don't 
understand how he stands up. I'd rather 
have Jaroy Weber half-time than any 
other preacher full-time . He just 
preaches the stars down every time he 
gets ur there." 

The_ best way to win people to Christ is 
to build great churches , he said, and 

Mrs. Helen Sandlin, the church's 
Woman 's Missinary Union president, said · 

See Weber 
on page 19 
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