


APPENDIX A 



LETTER TO THE DIRECTORS 

April 10 , 1968 

Dear Band Director : 

The rapidly advancing interest shown by high school band 
directors and students involved with their marching pro ­
grams has stimulated a study through a thesis entitled : 
"A Study of Marching Techniques Currently Used by Arkansas 
High School Bands .'' Enclosed you will find a question­
naire concerning this evaluation . The questionnaire deals 
with marching techniques and styles being used presently . 

For two years I served as Drum Major of the Ouachita 
Baptist University Marching Band and as assistant to Mr . 
Marvin Lawson during the marching season . At the present 
I am ser ving as interim band director of the Edwardsville 
Junior High School , Edwardsville , Illinois . 

With the return of this questionnaire and the completion 
of my thesis I will receive the Master of Arts Degree in 
Instrumental Music . 

Please answer all questions pertaining to your program 
and return to me in the self- addressed , stamped envelope 
as soon as possible . 

Thank you for your time and trouble in completing the 
enclosed questionnaire . 

Sincerely , 

Doyle G. Combs 



APPENDIX B 



QUESTIONNAIRE 

INSTRUCTIONS . This questionnaire contains both open and 
closed form . With the open form questions : Fill blanks 
with YES or NO , or with a brief answer . With the closed 
form: Circle your answer containing (a) , (b), (c), etc . 

Questions refer to Marching Band year 1967- 68 . 

A. THE BAND 

1 . What is the present enrollment of your marching band? 

2 . Of these , how many do you march? 
3 . Do you use the others as alternates? 
4 . What grade levels are included? 
5 . Estimate a percentage in each grade . 

6 . When do you begin pre- school rehearsals? 
How many hours per day? Hours played 
Hours marching 

7 . How many rehearsals do you have per week during regu-
lar school? What is the length of the class 
period? 

8 . Do you march every home game? 
9 . On the average, how many out of town football games 

will your band attend? 
10 . Do you prepare a different show each game? 
11 . Do you take part in parade activities? 

(a) Local 
(b) Within the state 
(c) Outside of state 
(d) All three 

12. Do you attend at least one marching contest during 
the marching season? If yes , does this help 
motivate interest and morale? 

13 . How many weeks in advance of the contest do you begin 
preparing the show? 

14 . Do you publicly perform the contest show at least 
once before contest? 

15 . Do you have adequate outside practice facilities? 
16 . Do you require your band to memorize marches used-on­

the field? 



B. TECHNIQUES 

1 . Do you use military facing movements? 
2 . Do you use original facing movements? Original 

meaning : designed for extra flash . 
3 . List flash maneuvers used by your band . 

4 . Do you use diagonal movements on the field? 
5 . In block formation which Counter March do you prefer? 

(a) Square (Right or Left) 
(b) Circular 
(c) Both 
(d) Other 

6. Do you march 
(a) 6 steps to 5 yards 
(b) 8 steps to 5 yards 
(c) Both 

7 . Does your band step off on the Right or Left foot? 
8 . Do you march heel or toe on the yardline? 

C. MARCHING 
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1 . What type marching show do you use for half - time shows? 
(a) Precision drill 
(b) Pageantry 
(c) Variety 
(d) Combination of any of the above 

2 . Do you enter the marching field in 
(a) Block formation 
(b) Company front formation 
(c) Both 
(d) Other 

3 . In block formation do you march 
(a) Brass in front 
(b) Woodwinds in front 
(c) Other 

4 . In company front formation do you march 
(a) Brass in middle , woodwinds on end 
(b) Woodwinds in middle , brass on ends 
(c) Brass and woodwinds on two separate company fronts 
(d) Instrumentation mixed 
(e) Other 



5 . In block formation how is your band numbered? 
(a) Odd & even through individual rank 
(b) Each rank as separate numeral 
(c) One through total enrollment 
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(d) Other 
(e) Do not __ n_u_m~b-e-r-----------------------------------

6 . In company front formation how is your band numbered? 
(a) Odd & even through individual squads 
(b) Each squad as separate numeral 
(c) One through total enrollment 
(d) Do not number 

7 . In block , or company front formation , is the instru­
mentation placed for emphasis on 
(a) Balanced sound 
(b) Formation and maneuvers 
(c) Like instruments 
(d) Other 

8 . What interval is employed in your drills? Between 
FILE members SQUAD members 

9 . Briefly explain how intervals are taught . 

D. THE SHOW 

1 . Do you use a fanfare formation? 
2. What type formation is it? 

(a) block 
(b) Company front 
(c) Combination of both 

3. Is this a permanent part of every show? 
4 . What type fanfare music do you use? 

(a) Standard fanfare arrangements (March Size) 
(b) Excerpts from Symphonic Band music 
(c) Commissioned arrangements 
(d) Original arrangements 
(e) Any combination of above 

~ . Do you change the fanfare music throughout the march­
ing season? 

6 . Is your precision marching show developed with the 
music in mind or the maneuvers as main objective? 

7 . How do your students execute formations or maneuvers? 
(a) By yardlines 
(b) Drum Major ' s whistle 
(c) By musical phrase 
(d) Any combination of above 
(e) Other 
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8 . Do you design a special exit? If yes , do you 
use this same exit throughout the marching season? 

9 . Are your exits designed as the climax of the show?---

10 . What type music is used in the exit? 
(a) March 
(b) Fanfare 
(c) Excerpts from Symphonic Band music 
(d) Special arrangements 
(e) Combination of above 
(f) Other 

11 . Do you use Pop Music for your marching band? 
12. Do you consider the marching band a vital part of 

music education? 

E. MAJORETTES 

1 . Do you use majorettes? 
2 . Do they march 

(a) In front of the band 
(b) As twirlers with the band 
(c) Within the band maneuvers 
(d) Other than above 

3 . Indicate type uniform used 
(a) Regular majorette uniform 
(b) Special uniform 
(c) Different combinations 
(d) Other 

4 . Are they selected by 
(a) You 
(b) Visiting judges 
(c) Other 

5 . Is it a requirement of your majorettes that they also 
be performers on an instrument? 

6 . Any other restrictions you place on majorette 
requirement? 

r • DRUM IviAJOR 

1 . Is your present drum major male or female? 
2 . Does your drum major have full command or is he/she 

used as a front? 
3 . Are they selected by 

(a) You 
(b) Visiting judges 
(c) The band 
(d) Other 

4 . Do you use more than one drum major? 

THANK YOU for your time and trouble in completing 
this questionnaire . 
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SCHOOLS AND DIRECTORS THAT RESPONDED 

TO THe QUESTIONNAIRE 

SCHOOL 

Arkadelphia Senior High 

Arkansas Senior High 
(Texarkana) 

Ashdown Senior High 

Atkins Senior High 

Benton Senior High 

Berryville Senior High 

Blytheville Senior High 

Booneville Senior High 

Brinkley Senior High 

Camden Senior High 

Carlisle Senior High 

Central High School 
( Little Rock) 

Central Senior High 
(helena) 

Clarksville Senior High 

Conway Senior High 

Corning High School 

Crossett Senior High 

Dardanelle Senior High 

DeQueen Senior High 

DIRECTOR 

Bill Clark 

Ralph Atkinson 

Robert Ragan 

Mike Colts 

George Sisco 

Al Runnels 

Bob Lipscomb 

Neil Guthrie 

Jon Barbarotto 

C. Bonner Ruff 

Ray Vardaman 

Robert Fletcher 

Stan Balch 

Roy Horne 

Russ Langston 

Richard Lloyd 

J . P . Crumpler 

Dale Martin 

Joel Duskin 

ENROLLMENT 

406 

891 

185 

157 

690 

210 

690 

482 

241 

288 

195 

2 , 078 

651 

244 

585 

249 

451 

196 

239 



SCHOOL 

Dollarway Senior High 
(Pine Bluff) 

El Dorado Senior High 

Fairview Senior High 

Fayetteville Senior High 

Fordyce Senior High 

Forrest City Senior High 

Fuller Senior High 
( Lit t 1 e Rock) 

Gosnell Senior High 
(Blytheville) 

Greenwood Senior High 

Gurdon Senior High 

Hall Senior High 
(Little Rock) 

Hampton Senior High 

Harrisburg Senior High 

Harrison Senior High 
( Blytheville) 

Hazen Senior High 

Heber Springs Senior High 

Hope Senior High 

Huntsville Senior High 

Jacksonville Senior High 

Jonesboro Senior High 

Lakeside Senior High 

DIRECTOR 

Perry Hope 

Bob Hooper 

Robin Nix 

Don Wright 

John Prothro 

John Henley III 

Neil Teeter 

Dan Goodwin 

W. E. Hendricks 

Wanda Brown 

Merel Boyce 

Gail Russell 

Clyde Ford 

Cecil Brown 

Jerry Davis 

Bill Simmons 

Richard Keyton 

Larry Bohanan 

Jim Wooley 

Al Poston 

Robert Shirley 
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ENROLLMENT 

307 

1 ' 123 

328 

1 , 077 

200 

647 

346 

180 

248 

168 

1 , 467 

197 

352 

326 

117 

131 

398 

351 

749 

982 

240 



SCHOOL 

Lonoke Senior High 

McGehee Senior high 

Magnolia Senior High 

Marianna Senior high 

Mena Senior High 

Monticello Senior High 

Mountain Home Senior High 

Newport Senior High 

Northside Senior High 
(Fort Smith) 

Osceola Senior High 

Paragould Senior High 

Paris Senior High 

Piggott Senior High 

Pine Bluff Senior High 

Pocahontas Senior High 

Rogers Senior High 

Russellville Senior High 

Searcy Senior High 

Sheridan Senior High 

Smackover Senior High 

Southside Senior High 
(Fort Smith) 

Springdale Senior High 

DIRECTOR 

Jim Greer 

Irby Martin 

Eddie Epperson 

Wayne Wilson 

Paul Gray 

Margaret Nabors 

Bob Nelson 

Harvey Haley 

Wm . Shaver III 

Bobby Power 

Don Jones 

Joe Phelps 

Edward C. White 

Wayne Childers 

Ellis Melton 

Joe Boyd 

H. L. Shepherd 

Jan Shaw 

Hal Cooper 

Clyde Snider 

Stan Cate 

Stan Finck 
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ENROLLMENT 

208 

204 

488 

333 

244 

370 

432 

1 , 683 

249 

320 

255 

262 

1 ' 257 

332 

579 

582 

506 

364 

241 

893 

987 



SCHOOL 

Stamps Senior High 

Star City Senior High 

Trumann Senior High 

Waldron Senior High 

Walnut Ridge Senior High 

Warren Senior High 

West Memphis Senior High 

Wynne Senior High 
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DIRECTOR ENROLLMENT 

Ron Allen 122 

Bob Esterline 216 

Jim Cochran 407 

Gaylon Taylor 272 

Arlin Jones , Jr . 259 

Curry Martin 302 

Dan Woodward 591 

Lamar Cole 407 
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AN ABSTRACT OF A THESIS 

Combs , Doyle Glenn , A Survey £_ Styles And Tech~iaues 

Used £y Arkansas High School Marching Bands . Master of Arts 

in Music Education , August , 1968 , 54 pp ., Bibliography , 

Appendices . 

The purpose of this study was to determine styles and 

techniques used by high school marching bands in the state 

of Arkansas . 

The source of data was a questionnaire sent to one 

hundred directors of Arkansas high school marching bands , of 

whom seventy responded . 

The study is organized into a statement of the infor­

mation sought , the information , summary and conclusions , 

letter to the directors , questionnaire , schools and directors 

that responded to the questionnaire , and the abstract. 

The investigation revealed that the majority of the 

Arkansas high school marching bands participated in local , 

civic , and regional activities . It also revealed that 

Arkansas band directors are specialized teachers who are 

educated to the value of marching bands and public relations. 

The large variety of marching styles and techniques used 

indicated a progressive and competitive spirit . 


