
Ouachita Baptist University Ouachita Baptist University 

Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita 

Vaught Sermon Notes: Ephesians W.O. Vaught Archive 

6-28-1975 

The Foundation of the Church The Foundation of the Church 

W. O. Vaught 
Ouachita Baptist University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians 

 Part of the Biblical Studies Commons, and the Liturgy and Worship Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Vaught, W. O., "The Foundation of the Church" (1975). Vaught Sermon Notes: Ephesians. 17. 
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians/17 

This Sermon Notes is brought to you for free and open access by the W.O. Vaught Archive at Scholarly Commons 
@ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Vaught Sermon Notes: Ephesians by an authorized administrator 
of Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact mortensona@obu.edu. 

https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vaught_archive
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_ephesians%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_ephesians%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1188?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_ephesians%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians/17?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_ephesians%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu


A STUDY OF THE BOOK 
NUNBER 23 
EPHESIANS 2~18-22 

' , f 

EPHESIANS 2 ~ 18-22 11 For through him ·we: both: have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father. · 1'1ow therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellowcltizens with the saints,· and of the household of God~ Arid 
are built upon the foundation of . the apostles and prophetsu Jesus 
Christ hiraself being the chief corner stone ; In wllon all the building 
fitly fra1ned together gro'l.,:cth unto an holy temple in the Lord~ In whom 
ye also are builded together for an }'1abitation of God through the Spirit 11 

These verses bring- us to the transition point in this book. Thus far 
we have studied. the scar -tissue in the soul and how this hinders us in 
our relationship with God and with others. In chapter three we will 
see the categories of the human spirit. The soul is made up of the 
following chara~teristics--

Self-Consciousness 
~lentality 
Volition. 
conscience 
Emotion 
The Old Sin Nature 

i·n1en we f eeci Bible doctrine into 
the soul, it ?asses through these 
categories and stores resources in 
the spirit. Then we are able to 
draw on these resources in the 
Spirit and we thereby have adequate 
power for living the Christian lifeo 

In the last four verses of this chapter we _move into the Church Age 
concept. In the next chapter we will encounter what is called 11 The 
mystery. 11 The mystery was hidden in Old 1'estament times and the idea 
of the church was .never mentioned once in the Old Testamento It was 
quite a shock to Satan when he learned for the first time that Christ 
was going to form a bo.dy in the earth called "The Church. " All of this 
hinged on the glorification of Jesus Christ. After Christ's spiritual 
and physical deaths on the cross, then his burial in the grave, followeu 
by his re~urrection and many appearances over a period of forty clays, · 
he ascended into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. After 
being seated there in glory, ten days later the Holy Spirit was given 
at Pentecost and God started forming "The bodyu which we know as the 
churcho - The enemies of the church are the Devilr all fallen angels !, 

and all demons. t'Jhen Christ ascended" God the Father said to him, "Sit ;-­
on my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool." In order 
to have an instrument -with which to make his enemies his footstool · 
there was the formation of the body of Christ, the . church. Starting 
at the resurrection of Christ, this forming of the church will con-
tinue until t~e time of the rapture, at which time all Church Age be­
lievers will be taken out of the world. So the Church Age is the per-
iod of the intensification of the angelic conflict. 

In Old 'l!estament tif:les only some were in full-tine Christian· service. 
In the Church Age every believer is in full-time Christian service. 
A partial ex)?lanation of this is found in JOHN 7 ~39. "(But this spake 
he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus was not yet glori­
fied.) " 
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This means that when Christ was glorified and sat down at the right 
hantl of God, the Holy Spirit was given and entered every believer and 
at that point the angelic conflict moved into an intensified stage. 
The last four chapters of Ephesians are designed to present the inten-
sification of that angelic conflict. In Old Tentament times Christ 
was the target of Satan, and the line that i:,10uld 'l?roduce Christ's phy-
sical birth was the target. Nhen Christ sat down at the right hand of 
God and the Holy Spirit was sent at Pentecost, for the first time in 
history every believer had the Holy Spirit within him. This l:Jas never 
true before. This means that now, in the Church Age, every believer is 
a priest. Every believer is in full-time Christian service. Every 
believer in the Church Age is indwelt by Christ and is in union with 
Christ., and this was never true before. For the believer in the Church 
Age a supernatural way of life is de~anoeq and these spiritual assets 
are provided to make this possible. ·ne live in the intensification of 
the angelic conflict and our life and body and soul and snirit is a 
battleground, an unseen but intense battleground. This is .the time of 
the most intense battle in all history, and Satan is trying to hind€r 
and obstruct the growing of the body of Christ, which we call the church. 
Satan can't stop the growing of the body of Christ. At the end Qf the 
Church Ag~ the body will be taken to heaven, then during the seven 
year Tribulation period, which will be the most terrible time in world 
history, the body in heaven will be changed into the bride of Christ 
and prepared to return to the earth with Christ at his second com·ing, 
The bride will rule and reign with Christ forever. 

This passage before us deals with the body of Christ, and for the first 
time in history, this contest is intensified to the maximum. This is 
why something extra was provided for every Christian. He proviaea for 
every Christian in the church age the indwelling Holy Spirit, and he 
provided grace and inner happiness and a relaxed mental attitude so 
Christians could be prepared to meet every problem which will come to 
them. · God has a r,lan for every life" but if we go on negative volition 
then ·we will never know what that plan is, and we will create a vacuum . 
in the soul and into that vacuum will be drawn mental attitude sins and 
a false emphasis on 1:he details of life. Also into that vacuum will be 
drawn all kinds of false doctrine and the entire life becomes confusion 
and disaster. 

Here then is a transitional passage. The first two chapters of Ephe­
sians present the introduction, and the last four chapters present the 
interpretation -of the angelic conflict. The plan of God calls for 
your li·fe to have a relaxed mental attitude, and a moment by moment 
inner peace and a full operation of the.soul in such a way that a mar­
velous inner happiness J:esult~ . But one can miss the boat entirely by 
having a negative volition toward Bible doctrine. 

This is a very technical transitional passage and behind it is your 
inner happiness and your relaxed mental attitude. In this passage we 
go to the collective concept from the personal concept. In this pas­
sage before us we ar.e going to study about the church. A church is 
designed to give .each individual member maxirnu..rn privacy while in that 
atmosphere he can learn maximum doct~ine. T,·Je are therefore going to 
study here a very technical paragraph. 
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EPHESIANS 2: 10 · '1For through him we both ·have access by ·one Spirit 
unto the Father.'' This speaks _. of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Too 
often we have .left this doctrine _to .a v,ild-eyed group ancl in recent 
years they have given themselves ;a very dignified name, ana they call 
it the Charasmatic llovenent. They _have:b-3en given many narnesv such as 
Pentecostals v _. Holiness groups or the GJ.ossalalia groups. They all 
talk about getting the Holy Spirit and .at .th;e same time they talk about 
sorae ecstatic experience ·which has nothing ·to do with the plain teach-. 
ing of the nord of God. i:Jo one has _. sr>oken legitinately in a tongue · 
since 70 A.D. ~lany of the~e th~ngs ~re actually evil and has absolutely 
nothing to do with the Holy Spirit. l'7ild ecstatics has no legitimate 
place in Christianity. It doesn't matter hm·r many fall for such things 
nor how many may· succumb to such .false ·P+Qpaganda. All of that is a -< 
false baptism of the Holy. Spirit. In .this verse the words :•by one 
spirit" is the. baptisn of the Holy Spirit ~nd it is one of the many 
things that ha?pens to· an individual at the moment . of salvation. God 
takes the new believer · and enters him into union ,;Yith Christ. That is 
the baptism of the Holy · spirit, . and is so called in l Cor. 12~13. 
1 CORilvTHIANS 12:. 13 1'For by one Spirit are we all baptized into pne _, 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, ·whether we be bond or free; · ana· 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. :; 

Also in Acts 1 . 5. "For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized. with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 11 

The true- church isn't the church -rpll, or those ; ~·,ho make· up_ the organ­
izations in -the church, or the choir, or _any other group in. the church~ 
The true church isn't a building with a cross on it. Then what is the 
true church, the real body of Christ? The true church is composed _of · · 
all those who believe in Jesus Christ as Saviour. The body of Christ : 
is made up of believers. Anyone who has fulfilled Acts 1G~31 is a meu­
ber of the true church. Being a member of the true body of Christ 
doesn- 1 t mean_ the wearing of a certain k.inrl of uniform or a certa.i,n ·· • 
makeup or a ·certain hair· c1o or anything like that. The B_ible s~ys 'yo_µ 
are a true member of the bod}' of Christ when you believe in Jesus Christ 
as Saviour. The Holy Spirit accomplishes this for us the moment we 
believe. 

l?aul here is introducing something new, something that had never hap­
pened in Old Testament times. In the next chapter he will call it It~. 
mystery.cc The glorification of Jesus Christ caused the angelic con- · 
flict to shift gears. 

This is why ChriDtianity is not a religion. Christianit1' is a relation­
ship with Goel through Christ. A religion is man's attempt by human, .· 
effort to reach God. God reached down for man through Christ and tha~•s 
Christianity. Once you believe in Jesus Christ you have a policy that. 
car-not be cancelled, it is called the eternal life policy. It is a. · 
perfect policy and no sin that you can commit can cancel out eternal . 
life. God is greater and stronger and smarter than any individual. So 
there is no way an individual can do something so terrible that his 
salvation will be cancelled out. Goel is greater than all of our sin~.I. 
and stronger. There is no way you can lose your salvation after ·you ·. 

https://mystery.cc
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get it, for God is stronger than your sin. At the moment of stt1~ation, 
the Holy Spirit takes the believer and puts him into union :w:ith Christ. 
We are in Christ forever, and he is a Priest forever after the order 
of r,lelchisedec. Paul, in these verses, is establishing the foundation 
for the last four chapters. Throu«:;h him we have access to the li'ather 
by means of the Holy Spirit. So here is a beautiful picture of the 
Trinity at work • .All three members of the Trinity are involved in this 
verse. This is something no unbeliever can duplicate. Grace doesn't 
stop at the cross, it just goes into operation at the cross , but it 
continues throughout life and gets 1~ore wonderful all the time. trTe 
keep on having this access by the Holy Spirit and ~~,e never lose it . 
This is present linear action and it means the results go on forever. 

EPHESIANS 2 ~19 "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but f ellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God~" 
The word 11Now 11 refers to the church age So he says, 11 Therefore II andO 

he means o~ the basis of what we have studied in these previous chap­
ters. "Ye are" should be translated "You keep on being. 11 You keep on 
being no longer a stranger or foreigner. The word for stranger is 
"Zenos. 11 It means one who is not a citizen. Hhen you accept Christ 
you become a citizen of the kingdom of God and you will always be a 
citizen . The word for foreigner is 11 paroikos" and it means to dwell 
in a place but not be relaxed or feel at home. 

Then who are the saints? Is a saint some super kind of believer? No. 
A saint means one separated to Goc., and in God's sight every single be­
liever is a saint. Saint is just a technical ·word for believer. 
11 Fellow citizens 0 and this means brethren. If you are born again, you 
are just as much a saint as Peter or Paul or John. T~e are all members 
of the household 1 and this is a technical word which refers to someone 
born into the home. This body has a real foundation anc1 we will study 
the foundation in the next verse. 

EPHESIANS 2 ~ 20 "l\nd are built upon the founr.ation of the apostles and 
prophets, Je s us Christ himself being the chief corner stone;n Here is 
the historical foundation of the church. The historical foundation is 
verse 20a and the real foundation is verse 20b. The church got started 
by the doctrinal teaching of the apostles and prophets. But in a real 
sense, Jesus Christ is the foundation of the church. 

The words "Are built" come from "ep 0H:odomeo 11 and it means a structure 
which is planned in detail, and then builto The whole grace structure 
was planned, then built, and the building is still going on. Apostles 
and prophets communicated doctrine and that in the historical founda­
tion of the church. But the real foundation is Jesus -Christ himself. 
He· is called here ~The chief corner stone.~ Jesus Christ was the ~on 
of Dav:id· · and the true King of the Je,.;s But we have another groupo 

called tLc church and these two walls come together and Jesus Christ 
is the·aeeting place of both, so he is called the chief corner stone. 
The Jews and the church share the same ruler , the same king, the same 
Saviour. 

EPHESIANS 2 : 21 11 In whom all the building fitly ·frarned together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord:" Here is the structure, the real 
planning of the church. nrn whom" literally means 11 in Christ." So 
every believer is in Christ, and that is the structure of the church. 
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!'he church is unique and different from anything ever built before. 
"Fitly framed together" is from "sun armologeo" and really means fit­
ting all the joints together. To do this you have to have a plnn. This 
means fitting things together according to a plan. This also calls for 
a certain number of people. The number -will be ec;mal to the nnmber of 
demons operating under Satan. This will be made plain ,.rhen you study 
other passages, like Colossians 2 and Zechariah 13 and 1 Thess. 3. 
When the body of Christ is completed it will be taken out of the world. 
No,;,1 no believer can be Satan noosessed. Therefore ,ie have onlv two 
sons of perditionr Judas and the Anti-Christ. At the moment the church 
was started, God knew the precise number of individuals that would 
make up the church. We have no way to compute this, but God does. He 
knows the exact number of members, the exact number of pastor-teachers, 
etc. Here is what we call divine symraetry. Bvery second of the exist­
ence of the church was planned in detail. God has the right number of 
spiritual gifts functioning at all times. 

These words •ifitly framed together" are a present, passive, participle 
and this means there is perfect symmetry in the structure of the church. 
The word 11 groweth'1 is a present, active, indicative of 11 auzo 1' and it 
means to increase, to expand. If you will compare Colossians 2~1s with 
Revelation 19 and with Zechariah 13:2 and 1 Thess. 3:13, you will dis­
cover that when the number in the church is complete it will be e~ual 
to the number of demons. God said, "Sit down until I make thine enemies 
thy footstool." l'Jho are the enemies? The enemies are Satan and demons. 
So the body is removed and in the middle of the Tribulation Satan is 
cast to the earth and all the demons are eventually cast off the earth 
with him. All t :. ,e believers form the holy ter11I le of the Lord. 

EPHESIANS 2:22 "In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit." rv In ·1:1!1.o.:1 ,; refers to our positional sancti­
fication. All believers are in Christ. "Builded together" is "sun 
oikodorneo 11 and this means planning and construction. This is the con­
cept of team work. The ·word 1ihabitation 11 means a permanent dwelling. 
This is what makes the whole thing hang together. 

This is the church, the mystery, the thing that was hidden from the 
ages past, but now made plain to us in the New Testament. This we will 
study in the next chapter. 
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