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. Historical Commission, SBC 

· DiVId Perry 
unanimously elected 
executive director 
of Arkansas Baptist . 
Children's Homes 

....__ ___ ___. and Family Ministries . 

see a tremendous heritage here 
1111111 (at the Arkansas Baptist Children's 
Homes and Family Ministries). My most 
important priorities are to be true to 
the Lord and to that heritage." 

- David Perry ~tw. 



DISASTER RELIEF 

California Baptist volunteers 
minister to storm-battered state 
By Ma rk Wyatt 

WATSONVILLE, CA ( IJI')-Whilc 
weather watchers rate the severity of 
Califo rnia's most recent w inter swrms, 
Southe rn Baptists arc once ag:1in providing 
help and ho pe tn thousand'> afkctctl hy 
the st:uc's latest natural clis:•stcr. 

"A lot o f people ;1rc very happ)' to sec 
us, ~ rem:arkcd Don llargis, C:tlifo rnia 
SOlllhcrn Baptist Conv<:nt ion Men 's 
Ministries directo r. Hargis is coordin:tting 
Bapt ist aid to vic tims of the t\·la rc h storm$ 
w hich offic ials say eclipsed the inte nsity, 
damagcnnddcath toll produced h}' rccon.J 
bad \VC:Hhc r in Janua ry. 

Soutllc rn B:tptist disaste r re lie f stations 
w ere set up in two cit ies :1s the dc:tdlr 
sto rms battered California fo r scvcra l days 
beginning in early MarciL Ex tensive 
nooding - dcscrihcd as t l1c state's w orst in 
mo re than I OOye:lrS- triggcrcd n1udslid~.:s 

which swallowed houses in the Southern 
C:llifomia communiry of La Conchita :md 
collaps~.:d bridges in sevcr:llloc:•tio ns. 

' flu:: w orst bridge collapse occurred 
ncar Coaling:1 on lntcrst:uc 5, Califomi:l"s 
main no rth·south artcry. At least si x people 
died w l1en scver.1l cars and tmcks plunged 
40 feet into the nood·swollen to rrent. 

lnsatur:ucd arcasofnonhcm California. 
pred ict ions o f more r:lin fall raised concern 
that additio n:1l sto rms could trigger 
renewed nooding. fun her t.:ml:mgcring 
lh,es and pro perty. Br ~'l:lrch 15 the 
statewide death toll blamed on th~: sto rms 
h:1d reached at least 14. officials reportt:d . 
Dam:1gc cstimat t'S 10 st ruc tures and cro ps 
:Ire m nning into the hill io ns o f dollars. 

As torrential sto rms dumped record 

r:1 infa II amounts acroSs the st:1te, American 
Red Cross officials requested assistance 
fro m Cali fornia Sotnhcm Baptist Conven· 
t io n disast er r elie f worker s, Har gi s 
reponed. l.css than 24 hours after getting 
the call for help o n March 12, Baptist 
\'oluntecrs were operating a temporary 
fif'ld kitchen in \X' atsonville. 

Fifleen volunrccrs from churches in 
Fresno, Sacr:m1cnto, Orange County and 
San j ose served 2.500 ho t meals at the 
W:ilsotwille site the fir.;t d:t}' · Among those 
seek ing shd t('r and food were hundreds 
of field hands sudden!)' left w ithout work 
o r homes w hen the lush Salinas Valle}' was 
inundated. 

"Most o f these people came from the 
Mnntcrcr arc:t, must\}' Hisp;tnic migrant 
workers w ho speak no English,~ Hargis 
explained. N About half of our volunteers 
arc bilingual. so that helps. ri 

In the central California tow n of Clovis. 
ne:trly I 00 residents-most o f them J-lmong 
im migr.uus forced fro m their ho mes by 
nnoding - took sh elter :11 an adult 
com muni! }' center. Southern Bapt ist 
volunteersoper.ucda kitchen at the center . 

Hargis said both relief centers ·wo uld 
remain in operation for :tt least one week. 
But e\'en w hen relief w ork :u those centers 
is completed, there is more work awaiting 
Baptist volunteers. 

Dennis Sc hmierer . CSBC busi ness 
services director. said some volunteers 
l ikely w ill relocate to help w ith repai rs 
:md cleanup at Jenness P:trk. Califo rnia 
Southern lhptists' state camp in the Sierra 
Ncv:td:• .\1ount:t ins. Flood d:un:1ge to 
grounds and structures at the 160-acre 
compltx was expected to require several 
wcl.'ks and thousands o f do llars 10 repair. 
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ARKANSAS BAPTISTS 

Perry elected Children's Homes director 
By Trennls Henderso n 
EdJ1or, Arll:l ns~ B-~pll~ 1 

David \V.'. Perry, an employee 
of the Arkans:1s Baptist Childre n 's 
Homes and Family Ministries since 
1979, has been elec ted as the 
agency's next executive d irecto r, 
effective May I . 

Perry, 40, was unanimously 
elected to the position March 14 
by the Children's J-lomcs board of 
directors. He w ill succccdjohnny 
Biggs, w ho w ill reti re as executive 
director April 30 fo llowing 24 
years as head o f the statewide 
Arka nsas Baptist age ncy. 

celebration last year. "Th;mks to 
the visio n of o ur leadership, 
boa rd o f direc to rs and the 
gene rosity o f Arkansas Baptists 
and o the r be nefactors, w e have 
been able to respo nd to this 
multitude o f needs. M 

" \X' c have a dete rio rating 
society w hich w ill make us more 
in tl e mand ," Pe rry tald board 
me mbers. "We have an oppor· 
tun ity to make a diffe re ncc .... A 
lo t oflives w ill pe rish if we're not 
there ." 

Diggs to ld the board he "would 
like to applaud you fo r the choice 
you 've made today. It doesn 't 
su r p ri se m e that a fter a 
nationw ide sea rc h , David Perry 
would be the top choice. He 's 
ve ry s tro ng, ve ry stable and will 
b ring us to an even higher level 
of service in the )'ca rs to come. ~ 

Search committee chainnan 
Geo rge Wad ley sa i d th e 
commiucc sought " to find the 
best person possible to lead this 
agency fo r the next ern ." Noting 
that the committee received 27 
resumes during it s natio nw ide 
search , he said each vote o f the 
committee was unanimo us as 
th ey n a rrowed th e fi e ld o f 
candidates. Prcscming Perry to 
the full board, Wadley added . '' I'm 
absolutely confide nt rhat he is 
the best perso n fo r thi s job." 

Dauld Peny, who has served o" the staff of the Arkm 1sas 
Baptist Children 's Hom es aPid Faml/)1 Ministries since 
19791 will begin servi,lg May I as e.\"ecullve director. 

Board chaim1anjeffCheatham 
added that Pe rry "will build upon 
the foundation we have and yet 
bring a fresh e nthusiasm to future 
opportunit ies and c hallenges . 
111e una nimous vote of the board 
of directors is an indication of 

Pe rry, who has se rved since 199 1 as the 
ADCHFM's direc to r o f program and staff 
deve lopme nt , previo us!)' was a n area 
director in little Rock and Harrison as we ll 
as a Child ren 's Homes social worker in 
j onesboro. A graduarc o f Baylo r Unive rsity, 
he also ho lds a maste r o f social work 
degree fro m the University of Georgia. He 
is a fo rme r pres ide nt o f the Arkansas 
Assoc iation o f Ho mes fo r Children . 

Affirming the agency's "tre me ndous 
he ritage," Perry to ld board members , ~ My 

most import ant priori ties arc to be tnJe to 
the Lord and to that he ritage. 

~This is very exciting to me but it 's also 
an awesome respo nsibilily ," Pe rry noted. 
Citing I Pet e r 3 : I S as hi s min is try 
philosophy, he quoted thcvcrsc'sopening 
phrase , "Se t apart a pl:1cc in your hean fo r 
Christ as Lord .... " 

Emphasizing the "good example" that 
Higgs has provided as executi ve directo r, 
Pe rry added that he w ill rel y heav ily on 
his Chri stian faith :md the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit as he accepts his new 
responsib il iti es . 

Desc ri bing his vis ion fo r the future o f 
th e Childre n ' s Ho m es a n d Fa m ily 
Ministries, Perry said the g rea test need is 
to continue providing service to c hildre n 
and families in need throughout the state . 
"We need to sho re up and take ca re o f 
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those ministries that arc already op erating 
w hile always being open to e xpansion and 
new mi nistries,~ he explained . 

TiteChildre n 's Homcs ministri es, \vhich 
..._have experienced w idespread growth 

unde r Biggs' leade rship , curre ntly include 
the m:t in c hild re n 's ho me campus in 
f\.·lonti cello, as w ell as a ho me fo r unw ed 
mothers , a ranch program fo r boys w ith 

"We have an 
opportunity to make 

a difference .... A lot 
of lives will perish 
ifwe're not there." 

- David Perry 
ABCHFM executive director-elect 

c h e mi ca l ad d ic ti o n s, area o ffi ces , 
emergency receiving homes and satellite 
counse ling se rvices throughout the state . 

"Child care institutions today arc dealing 
w ith a broader array of issues and p roblems 
rela ted to the breakdown oft he famil y and 
our soc ie ty as a w hole," Pe rry no ted in an 
inte rview during the agency's centennia l 

our support of him and of his 
leadership ab ilities." 

State conve ntion executive director 
Do n Moo re n o t ed th a t Pe rry "has 
de mo nstrate(.) the kind of commitment 
a nd c ha rac te r necessary to pro vide 
e xce lle nt leadership. He has done that not 
only in the Children's Homes and Family 
Ministries but in his local c hurc h as well. I 
like that he is a strong local churchman . ~ 

Perry and his wife, Lucia, arc active 
mc mbcrsofShcrwood First Churc h w here 
Perry has scn •cd as Sunda)' School directo r. 
He also has been deacon c hairman as w ell 
as c haim1an of the finance committee, 
nominating commit tee and benevolence 
committee. 'Jlte Pe rrys have three children: 
Austin , Nathan and Amanda. 

"I feel a keen responsibili ty to Arkansas 
Baptists because of thei r ongoing support 
of th is ministry," Perry sa id fo llowing his 
election. "I want it to be aU that Arkansas 
Baptists hope and d ream it can be . ~ 

In o th e r ac tio n , boa rd members 
approved plans to establish a n advisory 
comm ittee to explo re the possibilicy of 
conduct ing a mult i·yea r capital imp rove
ment campaign. 

Board members also held a recognition 
dinner 10 hono r Diggs fo r his years of 
service . ·n 1cy presented him w ith a watc h 
and a book of reme mbrance fearuring 
letters of tribute. 
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PERSPECTIVE 

Convention changes require ·study, prayer 
ll1c c hanges recommended by the . 

Program and Structure Study Commiucc 
orthc Southern Daptist Convent ion to the 
Executive Commiuec arc truly sweeping. 

The details o f their recommendation 
have been presented in the March 9 issue 
of the Newsmagazbze as well as in the 
March issue of SBC Life. 

It was time fora careful look to be taken 
at the organiza tio n and operation of the 
Sou thern Baptis t Conve nti on . The 
committee had an unbelievably difficult 
task. Only time w ill confim1 the appro
priateness of the changes recommended, 
assuming that the messengers to the next 
two conventio ns approve them . 

All Southern Baptists need to study the 
recommendatio n. \'<' c also need to pray 
much. Mcsscngc~ to the convention w ill 
ultim:Hel y decide the nature o f the 
conventio n and the appro:1ch to ministry 
it will take . Muc h o f what is being 
recommended will put programs and 
personnel o n ho ld for the next two to 
three }'Cars. We will likely experience a lot 
o f uneasiness, loss o f mome ntum and 
simply marking o f time while everything 
is in a state o f ch:mgc. Negat ive press. 

RONNIE ROGERS 

YOU'LL 
BE GLAD 
TO KNOW i!llt 

By DON M OORE 
i\BSC Executive Director 

declining st:uistics and shifting of loya lt ies 
will likely result . We need to be prepared 
to ste:tdfastly endure during such times. 
Change is never easy. 

Strc:m11ining ofthcorgani7.ation, which 
is o ne o f the objectives , matches wi th 
sccul:lrcorporatc trends but confl ic ts with 
Baptists' resista nce to concentration and 
centr:tliz:uion o f power. Adding several 
new 1>rogram assignments to an already 
ove rwo rked/ understaffed and unde r· 
fundedSuml:ly School Board concerns me. 

President's Corner 

A woman's worth 
Wo man was the crowning creation 

of God; evidenced by God saying, ylt is 
not good for m:1n to live alonc.M A 
woman's wo rth is based o n being 
created in the image o f God just as the 
man 's wo n.h is. The va lue of wom::tn 
upo n the human rnce is summed up 
when she is called ythe Mother of the 
Living.n 

The immense value of her ministry 
in 'the Old Testament is demonstrated 
by examples like the widow who fed 
Elijah and the Shunammitc who gave 
hospitality to Elisha; o r women who 
s piritually s urpassed -their male 
counterparts like j ochebcd, Hannah 
and Deborah. TI1e:n there arc those 
w ho have books in thei r name like 
Ruth and Esther. 

Their significance is even more 
obvious in the New Tes tament with 
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women like M:u·y, who experienced an 
indescribable blessing by being able to 
give birth to the Mcssi:1h. Women such 
as J\·1:H)' :uu..l 1\.·lart ha ministered to Jesus 
continua II )'; women followed Jesus on 
I lis journey to the cross. They remained 
faithfu l during the cruc ifixio n and 
prepared His bod}" with spices for burial . 
ThC)' were the first to w itness the 
resurrection (while the macho male 
apostles were all in hiding). The church 
of Philippi owes it s origin to l.ydia , and 
the early church met in the home of 
Mary. the mot her of john Mark. Jesus ' 
highest compliment is seen in that He 
referred to the church as feminine. 

Toda}' it is no diffe rent. ll is no over· 
statement to Sa}' the ministry of women 
in the church is absolutely essential. 
Women arc uniquely gifted by God to 
minister in a whole ga laxy o f ways. 

Involving the SBC E.xccu tivc Committee 
in program-type work concerns me. 

Provisio n fo r the North Ame rican 
Mission Bo:trd to develop evangelism. 
minis try and church planting projec ts 
d irectly with the churches rather than in 
concert with thcsta tc convcntionsgrcat ly 
concerns me. The lack of recognition and 
considera tion for the local association also 
concerns me. TI1e shifting of missions 
education and pro motio n of the Lottie 
Moon and Annie Am1strong offerings to 
the missions boards without acknow· 
ledgment of the place the Woman 's 
Missionary Union has traditiona ll y had in 
this is unfo rtunate . While WMU is an 
auxiliary o f the SBC :~nd not under control 
of conven tion-elec ted trustees, it would 
seem that recognition and appreciation 
would have been in o rder with some 
express ion o f desire for them to cont inue 
their promotion of these offerings. 

A lo t of analrsis and prayer needs to be 
given to the recommendatio n. I have o nly 
touched o n a few o ft he issues. God is not 
through with Southern Baptists. \X' e must, 
toge the r, discover llis leading in these 
serious matte rs. 

·n1cy teach. prJy, w itness , speak fo r 
the unbo rn , e ncourage, demonstrate 
mercy, love the saints and pcrfonn 
countless other ministries , all for God 's 
glory. I h:tvc seen women remain 
faithful many times when their male 
countcrpans were in hiding like the 
apostles. 

Thank you, ladies, fo r being there in 
innumerable ways. Don 't let an}'One 
tell you if you do n't do what a man 
docs, you arc not complete. 'l11c Church 
is eternally indebted to godly women 
who serve faithfully, fulfilling their God· 
given responsibilities. Tml}', the church 
could not be the church without you. 

Ronnie Rogers , pasto r ofL1kesidc 
Church in J·~o t Springs, is president of 
the Arkansas Uaptist State Conven tion. 
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When I hcarthc tcnn ufC\'iva l" used , it 
brings excitement and en thusiasm in my 
life . I am so glad that my home church at 
Gravel Hill decided to have a summer 
revival in 1943. I was a 12-year-o ld boy 
w ho had never personally placed his fa ith 
in Chri st. The reviva l in that day was a 
great social event in our community. For 
me, this revival became a great spiri tual 
event in my life. I do not even know the 
evangelist who came w preach in o ur 
revival. I do h ave a deep appreciatio n that 
he shared the tnnhs of God . When these 
truths touched my mind and heart , deep 
conviction came upon my life. I wel l 
remember lite rally, phys ica ll}' trembling 
in my sins. During the invita tio n, the 

... evange lis t sa id . "This w ill be the last 
opportunity you have to be saved." I 
probably was the o nly o ne there tha t night 
who heard him speak these words. He 
prob:tbly said , "This m ay be the last 
oppo rtunity you have to be saved." 

1:o r me , the time had come . That night , 
1 made a personal commitment o f my life 
to Christ. When I turned away from my 
sins and placed my faith in Jesus. a great 
joy came to my heart. Some people may 
have sa id, "Not much happened in that 
revival. just a 12·year·old boy came to 
know Christ and was baptized ." It was fo r 
me the beginning o f :t glorious spiritual 
journey with my Lo rd . 

God has b lessed me in these p:-~ s t 4 I 
years w ith many wonderfu l expe riences 
of p reaching revivals. It has been my 
p rivi lege to w o rk w ith hundreds of 
churches and thousands of people in the 
experience o f revival. God is f:-~ ithful to His 
people when l-I e hears the ir cry, "Oh Got! . 
w ilt tho u not revive us again , that thy 
people m:-~y rejo ice in thee." ·n1cre is a 

WMU's positive influence 
Wom:-~ n 's Missionary Unio n has been 

one of the most positive influences in my 
life. Growing up in a missio ns·minded 
church and participating in all oft he WM U 
agc·levcl o rganiza tio ns, I was prepared to 
answer God 's ca ll to foreign missio ns as a 
young adult . 

Recently I read the report of the SUC 
Program and Stru..:ture Study Committee 
which has received an affim1ing vote b)' 
the SDC Executive Commi tt ee, and w ill be 
presented as a recommendat io n to the 
Southern Baptist Conventio n this summer 
in Atlanta. I am disturbed and offended by 
the restructuring propoSal ; :11 the same 
time, 1 canno t help but be encouraged ! 

I am encouraged because I know that 
WM U will remain f:tithful to God , and to 
thcir God·givcn tasks of teaching missio ns, 
doing missio ns and supporting miss ions. 
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desperate need of personal reviva l among 
God's people in the 20th century. Psalm 
51 is a revelation of tme reviva l. Repcn· 
tance became a reali ty as the Psalmist 
cri ed out , "Against thee, thee o nly, have I 
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight. " He 
requests a cleansing b)' stating, MUlot out 
my transgress ions, wash me tho roughly 
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
Ill)' sins . H A resto ra tio n o f joy was 
experienced. This resulted in influencing 
o th e rs fo r God . "The n w ill I teac h 
transgressors thy w:-~ys, and sinners shall 
be converted unto thee." 

I am fully convinced that God wants to 
give perso nal revival, revival in the local 
church, a spiritual awakening in our 
communities and our nation. God still 
hears the prayers of His people w hen thq 
come to Him in the right spiri t o fhumility . 
Praye r is the spiritu:-~1 powerli nc between 
God 's spiritu:-~1 d)•namos in heaven and 
God 's spirilual transfo rmers o n earth . 
When we come into the p resence of the 
li ving God in prayer, conviction comes 
into our heart s. Confessio n is made by our 
lips. Cleansing is received so that we can 

LETTERS 
TO THE 

EDITOR 
We face m:-~ ny changes as we move toward 
the 2 1st century , but I believe there is a 
place fo r WMU in the SDC. Some in o ur 
co nvention may shun WM U, but God w ill 
not abandon those who have been fa ithful 
and o bedient to Him . We must pray 
fcrventl)', and seck God's \Visdom and 
leadersh ip in knowing what His place is 
fo r WMU. 

I am encouraged because WM U remains 
an aux ilia ry to the Southern Baptist 
Convcnt ion. lfl , alone, were the Southern 
B:tptist Convent io n, I would want to be 
surrounded b)' auxiliaries like WM U! 1 
love he I pcrs who arc depe ndable, efficient , 

really hc:a r the ca iJ of God, ~co out to lost 
people." God is really concerned about 
every single lost prospect in our com· 
munity . j esus said , ···111e Son of man has 
come to seck and to save that w hich is 
lost ... Compassionate concern for lost souls 
wiU drive us to perso nal sharing with the 
lost. we will want to share publicly the 
word that j esus cares for all the lost. 

As we participate in spiritual revival , 
God docs some very special things for His 
people, His church and the co mmunity. 
·111crc is renewing of Christians ' spiritual 
vigor. ll1is comes w ith the recharging of 
the Spirit of God in committed lives. There 
is a recl:1iming of those w ho have been lost 
to God 's se rvice . 

My heart breaks to rea lize that SO 
percent o f our church members arc lost to 
the cause of Christ. I do n't mean rhey arc 
spiritually lost. I don 't know about their 
relationship to Christ. ·1neir po tential is 
lost. Theirtes timo ny is los t. Their fin ances 
arc lost. God exJ1o rts us in Galatians 6: 1, 
~ Brethren , if a m:1 n be overtaken in a fault , 
yc which are spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted." Dcarye 
one another's burdens and so fulfill the 
law of Christ. God has a loving desi re to 
redeem the lost. Every New Testament 
church should join hands and hearts with 
our Lord and reach out to each lost person 
in the community. The love o f Christ 
constr.1ins us tO share that same Jove with 
every lost person out there. 

Our 20th century mind and heart echo 
the wo rds of Habakkuk 3:2, "0 Lord , J 
have heard thy speech , and was afraid : 0 
Lo rd , revive thy work in the midst of the 
~·ca rs , in the midst of the years make 
known; in wra th remember mercy." 

faithful , unselfish, trustworthy and fai r. 
I am thankful tha tj arnes Williams, Urry 

Lewis and j erry Rankin have expressed 
their desire to continue in a close working 
re la ti o nship w ith WMU . Wom an 's 
Missionary Unio n needs the Drothcrhood 
Commission. the Ho me Missio n Board and 
the Fo reign Mission Board . They need 
WM U. We al l need each o ther as we fulfill 
God's missions mandate in His world today. 

Woman 's Missionary Union leaders and 
members have provided faithful prayer 
suppo rt :tnd fin :-~ nc ia l support for me and 
all Southern Daptist missio naries for many 
decades. I encourage my fe llow mission· 
aries to be faithful in theirloveand support 
fo rWM U at a time in o ur convention when 
not much appreciation Is being shown 
them. We arc laborers togethe r with 
God ... m:-~y it continue to be so. 

Debbie Moore 
FMB m.lssio n a ry to Ubcrla 
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ARKANSAS BAPTISTS 

Examine tax code changes, 
Foundation president says 

As tla.: dc:tdlinc for filing 1994 tax 
returns app roaches, Arkansas Baptist 
Fo undati on president David M oo re 
reminded Ark:msas Baptists to ~ watch fo r 
pc rson:tl mistakes and changes in tax 
codes." 

As Bapti sts fil e their tax returns hy April 
15. t'l·loorc added , '' eac h Christian sho uld 
th:mk God for the privilege of paying 
voluntary ~axes.·· 

Pa)'ing taxes is a privilege? 
~ Yes, ~ he affinncd. WHcndcr to Caesa r 

the things th:n arc C:tcsar'sa nd to God the 
thinJ.:S that :m: God's. T:txpaycrs need only 
considcr the alt ernative countries w here 
thq • could he living." 

Moore emphasized th:u honesty is the 
"ru le o f thumb" fo r taxpaying. " Each 
Christian should honest! )' rcpon :1nd pay 
his taxes," he n01cd. "G ive everyone what 
)'OU owe him . lfyouowc ta xcs , p:tytaxcs. ~ 

lie warned. though, th:ll Christians 
~ shou l d not ovcrp:ty. taxes in o rder to 
provide more fo r the f:m1il)' and the work 
of GOO. 'l':tx :t\'Oidancc is go<XI stewardship. 
T:tx evasion is :t criminal :tct. 'll1e diffcrcnce 
is about 20 years in prison." 

lie also :tdviscd B:tptists to watch fo r 
"common mistakes" made in tax prepar
ation, including simple mistakes such as 
writ ing down the wrong Soci:ll Securiry 
numbers, mathem:nical error.- ;md not 
reporting c;tsh payments fo r services. 

Ano th er co mm on mis t:tke in tax 
prep:tr.uion, he sa id , is reporting the 
"incorrect b:tsis fo r mutual fund salcs.-

Hin 1994, the StOck :t nd bond markets 
p lun ged :11 va ri o us t imes." Moo re 
ex plained. "'ll1c down markets fo rced 
many investors to sell in panic. As a result , 
many investors w ho had never sold mutual 
funds did so in 1994 . 

"Unless the in \'esto r kep t up wit h his 
mont hly o r quart erl r reinvestments. he 
m:ty cl:tim his origina l cost as the ·cost 
hasis' :md par tax on the n.:investcd basis 
which h:ts alre:ttly been taxc::d in previous 
yea rs." 

Moore :tlso no ted that changes in tax 
codes rn ay affec t B:tptis t t:t xpayers· 
reporting of churc h contributions. 

"Receipts from c h:t rit ics. not just a 
c:mccled c heck, :uc the only acceptable 
proof fo r ind ividual c hari t:thlc deductions 
o f $250 o r mo re, .. he e mphasize d . 
"Churches should rcpon c:1ch individual 
conlrihulion of $250 or more, as well as 
include a statement such ns the fo llowing: 
'Effcc.:l ivc j ;lfluary I , 1994, the Internal 
Rcvcnue(j,tldc requires us to acknowledge 
your contribution in w riting and 10 state 
that :my goods o r services you may have 
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received in connection with this gift were 
solely intangible religious benefits.' 

Another change in contribution codes 
involves gifts to charities. Moore pointed 
out that ~ gifts to chari tyof$ 75 or more fo r 
which the donor received a substant ial 
benefit must be so designated by the charity 
by receipt. ~ 

~ ·n1is is c:JIIcd a quid pro quo gift,- he 
said. "It works like thi s: A church holds a 
'free' concert to raise money for a majo r 
project. When thegroupperfonns, tickets 
arc nonnall r S25. A participant gives S 100 
as a gift to the church project, but IRS 
recognizes that he received a 'free' concert . 
·n1e church should infonn him that he 
gave $ 100 and received S25 in value :ts a 
result of his gift . TI1ercforc, he should 
claim only S75 :1s his charitable gift." 

Other tax code changes noted by Moore 
include: 

• Taxpayers who arrange payment 
plans wi th the IRS will fa ce additional fees. 
11uough March 3 I, the rate on an IRS 
.. loan " was 9 percent and the late-payment 
penalty is the equi va lent of another 6 
percent a rea r. Mlf you can borrow 
elsewhere for less than 15 percent , you 
should ," he advised. 

• The IRS is checking names and 
numbers of Social Security numbers. "An 
inconsistency of name :md number will 
cause a considerable delay for any refund 
this yea r ... he sa id. 

• Unreimbur.;ed moving expenses must 
be clai med as an adjustment to gross 
income, not as an itemized deduc tion. 

• Most cluh duc::s arc not allow:tble 
deductions. 

• Taxpa)'Crs may deduct home-offi ce 
cxpensesonl}' ifthcofficc is their principal 
place of business. 

• I lome buyers may now deduc t seller
paiU mon gage points fo r loans used to buy 
or improve a principal residence. 

• ·n1c: minimum annual wage :u w hich 
Social Security and Medica re t:txcs must 
be paid for household help is now $ 1,000, 
up from $50 pcrquancr. Baby-sitters under 
age 18 and in school arc exempt. 

Describing 1994 as ~ an interesting yea r 
for investors. - Moore sa id , ~The m:1rkcts 
were awful and prac ticall y everyone lost 
mone)'· 

"However," he added, ~ th e losses 
incurred :1rc helpful in shie lding up to 
53 ,000 of other income from taxes ... 

Moore encouraged Baptists to be "good 
stewards" of financial resources. ~ If you 
arc a good Sleward now, you w ill have 
more to give toyour ehurch, Baptist causes 
and to leave in your estate, .. he affinn ed. 

Youth encouraged 
to register early 

for Super Summer 
With only 1,200opcnings available, 

student leaders should register Super 
S 1m mer participants as early as 
possible, Randy Brantley suggested. 
Brantley, an associate in the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
department, said the deadline for Super 
Summer registration is May 26, "but I 
expect it to be full long before the 
deadline." 

Super Summer, to be held june 19· 
23at Ouachita Baptist University, is an 
evangelism and leadership tra ining 
school for junior and senior high school 
students and youth workers. Brantley 
said the theme fo r the event , '" Pressing 
the Parameters," urges students to 
"press back against worldly pressures 
and give Christ preeminence." 

He emphasized that the focus of 
Super Summer is evangelism. "TI1c 
schools arc designed to p rovide 
students with the tools, instruct ion 
and the motivation to live godly lives 
and to win Arkansas youth to Christ." 

Brantley said this year' s event 
features four levels of training for: 
junior high school students; senio r 
high school students; an advanced 
evangelism school for stude nts in 
grades 10·12 who have attended a 
previous Super Summer and arc 
recommended by thei r pastors or 
youth ministers; and a youth ministry 
school for adult leaders and workers. 

AlSo leading youth during the week 
will be volunteer ~staffers." Brantley 
said Super Summer leaders are seeking 
s taffers who arc "young men o r 
women, no more than 30ycarsofagc, 
who arc physica lly and spiritually fit 
and can attend a mandatory training 
weekendjune 17· 19." 

The cost fo r the week is $85 per 
person fo r in-state residents and $115 
per person for ot.ll ·of·statc residents. 
"The difference is in preference to 
Arkansas Daptists because of the 
interest of out·of-s tatc churches," 
Brantley explained. 

Brantley asked participants to bring 
bc:dding, towels, personal Items and 
Bibles. "casual clothing may be: worn 
during the day, but pants and dresses 
arc to be worn after 5 p.m. ," he said. 

For mo re info rmat ion about 
registration o r volunteering as a staffer, 
contact Brantley at the ABSC 
evangelism department; phone 501 · 
376-4791, ext. 5222. 
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ARKANSAS BAPTISTS 

An increase in the number of Arkansas 
baptisms last year continues a steady 
patte rn of rises and fa lls in baptisms during 
the 1 990s, pointed out Paul McClung, an 
associate in the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism dcpartmcnl. 

According to statisti cs reported in the 
1994 Annua l Church Profile ( ACP) , 
baptisms in the state totaled 12 ,7 13, up 
less than I percent from 12,645 in 1993 . 

~ Hopefully, Here's Hope reviva ls w ill 
change thi s trend,·· McClung sa id , adding 
that three trends have emerged in Arkansas 
baptisms over the past 20 years . AJ! thrcc, 
he said , were affected by simultaneous 
revivals he ld througho ut the Southe rn 
B:rptist Convention every five years. 

Following a peak of 15 .507 baptisms 
during simultaneous rev iva ls in 1980, ·'we 
had a tre nd of continual decl ine fo r several 
years, then it leve led" fo llowing the 1985 
simultaneous revivals. he explained. 

"Then the re was a trend back up , ~ 

McClung noted. "l11c upward trend sp iked 
in 1990. again a yea r of simultaneous 
rev ivals. 

"Were still in that , "' he concluded. 
"Othe r reviva ls have c hanged the trend . 
We arc hoping that He re's Hope \Viii 

change it in another upw ard scale.~ 

Here 's Hope is an evangelistic emphasis 
among Southe rn Uaptists to w itness and 
conduct simultaneous reviva ls in 1995 . 

Evangelism department direc to r 
Clarence She ll sa id the e mphasis re li cs "on 
the invo lvement of our laypeople getting 
out and sharing Chris t. \Vhen thi s happens, 
the Lo rd is going 10 move in a wonderful 
way and we w ill sec many people saved ."' 

Shell warned, though, that the key to 
keeping baptism levels up "is if our people 
remain at the same intensity level. Winning 
people to Christ is a w ho le lOl like a 
basketba ll team. If thcr rake everything 
for granted, they go down instead of up." 

McClung said ABSC evange lism depan
ment personnel were surprised:1 t the 1994 
rise in baptisms. ''We ant icipa ted a decline 
this year. Repons we were ge tting fro m 
:-~cross the state to ld us baptisms were 
down. Also, thi s is a yea r of prepara tion 
and the focus is on somet hing else." 

He also noted that the numbe r o f 

829 First, Springdale 
195 Saintsville, NLR 1.69 New Providence 
155 Second, Hot Springs 1.02 Victory 
149 First, Mulberry 2.29 Lake Hills 
142 Immanuel, Rogers 2.68 Buie, Prattsville 
112 Trinity, Texarkana 3.18 Good Hope, McRory 
106 First, Lavaca 3.29 Faith, Camden 
102 First, Van Buren 3.55 Bethel, Hatlield 
96 First, West Memphis 3.71 First, Knobel 
95 Central, Jonesboro 3.93 Enola 

second-highest point since 1975. Statistics 
show 251 Arkansas Baptist churches 
repon ed no baptisms in 199-i, second 
only to 253 churches that reponed no 
baptisms in 199 1. The number of 
baptismless churches has slowly risen from 
a 20·ycar low of 16 1 recorded in 1982. 

"That 's even with an inc rease of 
baptisms, "' McClung sa id. M And we are 
concerned abo ut it. We have set up 
communica tion with these churches and 
arc trying to offer to them whatever help 
they need .~ 

'Worshlp evangelism' 
Leading the state in baptisms in 1994 

was First Church , Springdale, which 
reponed 829 baptisms. Pastor Ronnie 
Floyd said a combination of ongoing evan
ge lism cffons and ,;wor.;hip evange lism ~ 

contributed to the church's high baptism 
rate . "We stuck to the basics. We try to put 
the emphasis on the week-by-week, even 
though we arc strong on event evange lism. 

"L1st yea r the most effective thing we 
did was worship evange lism," he said. 
"The Lord brings people and no matter 
what I preach, I end up at the cross ." 

He also highlighted the church 's 
ongoingcvangelisrn cmphasisamongother 
church minist ries. "Among the various 
divisions - youth , children , college or 
adult - we do our very best to have a 

'raOO= number ol membe~ per baptism 

Floyd added, however, th:lt the "sec re t" 
10 more baptisms is "you have to dctcm1inc 
in your hean yo u will be a Great Commis
sion chu_rch and that everything you do 
must come up to that p lumbline . No matte r 
that it is Vacat io n lliblc School or Singles 
Day, the goa l is 10 reach the unchurched. 

"We get excited w hen someone moves 
their let te r," Floyd affim1 ed, "but our goal 
is to reach unchurched people for Christ. ~ 

New Providence Church , located 
between Leachville and Manila , inc rc:-~scd 
it s ou treach effo n s to make it the second· 
highest church in baptisms per member. 
The congregation reponed that it took the 
effon of 1.69 members to result in one 
baptism. An average Baptist church takes 
40 people to w in one person to Christ. 

Pastor Gerald Bake r sa id the church 
~ had community act ivities after church , 
like dinners and singings. We got people 
interested in coming 10 church for other 
activities than se rvices ,"' he said. ~Then 

we just had basic preaching o f God's Word 
and ... he llfirc and brimsto ne . \Ve didn 't 
leave out :my of the 'w hat 'sgoing to happen 
if you don't accept .'H 

1l1c baptisms have resulted in inc reased 
mcmber.;hip for the church. Baker said 
when he accepted the ca ll as pasto r, '' the 
church had e ight ac ti ve member.; . We 
now arc running 25 o n a bad day." 

baptismless c hurc hes has ri sen to it s ministry program present ing Christ. " 
McClung said he is optimistic abou t 

1995 baptisms rates fo llowing the Here's 
Hope reviva ls . ,; We really expect an 
increase in bap ti sms this year. State baptism rates: a 20-year look5=11Early '90sshow 

. . steady baptism 
16,000 --fl11,492: Bapl•ms ij 13,023: Baphsms up rates 
15 000 -it hit 20-year low. following 1990 revivals, · ~ 
14:ooo" / .'/\"'----. : endingeighl·yea r ~op. 7 
13 ,000 ~I A'sh~J~.yBe~:~~~ '- / 
12,000 ----'lc:f-7"~ ., 
11,000 ~ n duringl980revoals. 

~~n~~•~•mMu•m•••~mmM 
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~ In Arkansas , the He re's Ho pe 
preparation h:ts gone weB," he sa id. "The 
associations h ave respond e d well , 
churches have been reponing exc itement 
and there has been a strong prayer for 
awakening a round the statc . l do n't know 
if it is the c limate of America morally, 
politica lly- o r w ha teve r, but the re is a 
hunge r for God 10 do some thing." 
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PRISON MINISTRIES IN ARKANSAS 

A different kind of 

Q~!:.4.Q!! 
~eeks to teach the Bible to ~~;~::,~J;,"g' .;;';~~:;:.;'.;;:;,-;;:; ~ -~~~~;~.: 
InmateS at the Arkansas ever master. I would quit awhile and go 
Department of Correc· back.ljust gotStrongenough to putt hose 

tions' Tuckerwotnen 's unit. cig~~~~~~~~,;b~gan in 1993 when Cindi 

Their goal? That inmates Edwards, a member of l'e llowship Dible 
·11 b k Church in Conway, discovered the need 

WI never COme ac · fo r a Riblc study leader at the unit. 

By RusseU N. Dilday 

ll1e classroom looks like a gradc·school 
Engl ish class. Steel desk ch:1irs point to the 
front of the classroom, w here a c halk 
hoard h:mgs o n a w hite cinder block wal l. 
Stude nts begin to file in to the room, 
exchanging greetings with each other and 
their teacher. 

It resembles any o the r c lassroom . 
except that the classmates arc all women 
wea ring standard white priso n·issuc 
unifo rms and Lhc selling sun shows two
inch steel bars outside of the windo w . 

It is Thursday night at the Tucker 
women's pri so n unit , an Arkansa s 
Department o f Corrcc· 
tio ns fa c ility south o f 
England. 'lllc wo men arc 
ga thering for the ir weekly 
nibl c s tudy , led br 
Pardoned Ministries, an 
in t crdc n om ina ti o na I 
minist ry w hic h teaches 
the Dible to inmates and 

She soon talked to her friend M:ucia 
Charton, a member of Firs t Church in 
Morrithon, about teaching a Dible stud)'· 
"Cindi :1skctJ me to join the ministry and I 
prayed about that because I knew it wasn 't 
wh:u the Lord wamcd me to do," Chan on 
laughed. 

Chart on the n invited an acquaimancc. 
Paula Str.atton, a member of First Church , 
Stuttgart , to jo int he ministry. "I knew the 
w:ty that happened that I needed to find 
out what God was up to and become 
invol ved .~ Strauon sa id. 

Altho ugh Charton and Edwards had 
been visiting the prison since August 1993, 
classes officiallr began in February 1994 . 

·n1e three , said SLrntton , usc Bible studr 
m:llerials from Precept Ministri es , a p:lra· 
church minist ry led by Kay Arthur of 

Chattanooga , Tenn . 
"It teaches the indue· 

tive method of how to get 
into the Word yourself," 
Str.1tt0n sa id , ~ not reading 
a lot of commentaries or 
books about the books of 
Dible , but studring your
se lf. It works well for us. M 

supports them thro ugh Edwardscxplaincdthat 
prayer. the c lasses "usc the Bible 

Willie Harris, w ho is in as our textbook. It 's what 
her ninth year of se rving makes a difference. 
a life sentence, has been "Ma rc ia teaches 
acrive in t he ministry 's (A rthur 's Dible study) 
Aiblc studiesformorc than Lord, I Wam to K11ow 
a rear. CurrenLiy enrolled You,"shesa id. ~ lt 'sastudr 

in an Experiencing God of who God is. Paula just 
class,she saidtheministry co mpl eted teac hin g 
"helps me to feel God's Experie ncing God to a 

~~~~;~~~\::r~~~~ ,u~~~ First In a five·part series gro~~~~';;~~1t~~- ~h at the 
get the big picture of God and how He Precept class is a beginner course, while 
uses us individually: the Experiencing God class was targeted 

"I love this class," she remarked. "I to more mature be lievers." Lord, llVautlo 
have a hunger fo r mo re and more of the Kn ow You was such a hit with the ladies 
Wo rd of God and this ministr)' has been an 
answer to praye r fo r me in terms o f 
growth." 
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it just seemed 1>c rfcc t fo r this situa tion ,~ 

she sa id. "Once you know God, you go 
into Experiencing God. 

"The next naturnl step , it seemed to uS, 
was to offer Experiencing God," she added, 
"because o f the difference Experiencing 
God made w ith Marcia and me and 
knowing that ... this is what opened our 
eyes and caused us to sec that Lhe Lo rd was 
working here and wanted us involved." 

Ed\•.' :~.rds and Stra tton currently are 
teaching "How to Study I he Bible Indue· 
lively," using Jude . as their curriculum. 
Edwards sa id she feels Lhcir curriculum 
choice was impo rtant because ULhere arc 
so many contradictory teachings. We felt 
like it was impo rtant to study and ge t them 
what God wanted them to get. M 

God's hand is evident 
All three point to God's hand in cstab· 

lishing the ministry at Tucker. "Everyone 
of us felt like God wo rked this out ," 
Edwards sa id. "Not o ne o f us started this 
or thought that thi s is wha t we 'd be doing 
o r :~skcd anybody to do this. -

"When we first stancd, .. Chart o n sa id , 
"We were told by ADC that we would have 
to be trained as Ce rtified Re lig io us 
Advisors. But we were lOid we couldn't be 
trained bec:mse of a (rea rlong) backlog." 
Three weeks late r, a lette r came inviting 
Charto n for training. 

Go d 's guidance a lso was evident 
thro ugh Helen Leffert , a memberofSccond 
Church , Conway, :~.nd :1. district rcpre· 
sentati vc for Precept Ministries , who 
organized effort s to buy the lntcmational 
Inductive St udy Dible fo r inmates. She 
fou nd she could not usc the inexpensive 
hardb:1ck Bib les in p rison beca use 
prisoners can make weapons out of the 
hard covers. 

~·n1ei r only alternative," sa id Freddie 
Pike , Second Churc h 's minis ter of 
educat ion , "if they wanted to stay with 
tha t Dib le, was to buy a lcather·bound 
version. ·n1osc ladies prayed abo ut that 
and decided that was the Dible the Lord 
wanted them to usc. TI1ey began to look 
for a way to purchase the $80 Bibles to 
give to prisoners ." 

As the women prarcd , funds came from 
individuals around the state to purchase 
the Bibles. ~ Peop le have given us more 
mo ney, H Chart on acknowledged. ~ we've 
never asked for it . Peop le have just handed 
us money. Weare a faith ministry. God has 
ne \•erca llcd us togo o ut and rai se money." 

Help also came fro m Christian Suppl)', 
a Conway booksto re, which Chart o n said 
"provided Bibles fo r $37.50 and they pay 
the shipping. Every time we have to take a 
step, God's has somebody in place to take 
care of a need. He has amply provided 
everything He has brought about here:.~ 

Charto n said a prayer ministry also 
accompanies the Dible St udy. wwanda 
Brown of Second Church , COnway, felt 
like God had-led her to reach o ne of the 
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women in class through prayer. She 
organized prayer captains al l over the state 
that take and distribute names and prayer 
requests and they pray fo r each woman 
each day. It's a vital part of the minist ry.~ 

\Vhat do the women want to accom
plish through the ministry? ~one of our 
goals is once they lca\'C here they' ll never 
come back, " Edwards said. 

"We encourage those that get out to 
not leave God at Tucker when they go 
back to the free world ," Charton said. 
"Helen Leffert has contacted Precept 
leaders all over the state to funnel these 
women w ho arc released back into a study 
and to help case them back in." 

"We arc litera lly birthing babies ," sa id 
Charton. ~we have seekers, we have some 
that a .. rc coming just because they sec the 
excitement in the barracks, we have some 
that arc mature Christians and have a walk 
wi th the Lord." 

AlJ three agreed there arc many mature 
Christians in the group. "\Ve were shocked 
at the lad ies when we first came ," Stratton 
emphasized. "1l1eyare just like our classes 
back home. We expected 10 to attend. We 
have had 200-plus go through and actually 
receive Bibles." 

""lllq• arc the s:une as be lievers in the 
free wo rld ," observed Edwards. "It 's their 
obedience to the Word that makes them 
so special. But we do sec more pain than 

PRISON MINISTRIES IN ARKANSAS • 
you would normally sec in other classes. 
Everyone here is huning in some way." 

"One of the main problems I sec in 
prison," sa id Str:m on, ~ is the women arc 
devastated at \Vha t has occurred in their 
f:tmilies. Because of what they have done, 
they have been sep:t rated from thei r 
children. That's just a momma's heart . 

"We hope we arc helping them see that 

"It 's eas ier in some ways and harder in 
others," sa id Lind:~ \Vise, serving 3 seven
year sentence fo r d rug violat ions. "I h:tve 
more time to devote to it here than I did 
out there. But in other ways it's harde r. 

"Out there you have a choice of who 
you can associa te with ," she said. "Not 
really in here because we' re aU in such 
close quarters . Sometimes you have to be 

------------------- a rou nd fo lks that arc 

"The hardest part is having 
people believe in you. You 
not only have to talk it but 
walk it." 

probably not the best to 
be around w hen you arc 
trying to wa lk the 
Christian walk. l just try to 
let my light shine and hope 
they ca tch some of it. " 

Many of the inmates in 
the Pardoned Ministry 

-Yolanda Moncrief, inmate program say they have 
Tucker women's prison unit had their lives changed 

because of the in-depth 
Dible study. 

this may be the best thing that ever 
happened to them - to be ca lled on the 
carpet, " explainedStr:mon. wYour heart is 
broken and He is ready to do something.~ 

Because of the hurt , she sa id, "The 
body of Christ fu nctions better here than 
I have seen in a regular church situation ." 

''The persecution bri ngs that out, " 
added Edwards. 

Cary Hudson, serving . a fiv e-year 
sentence for theft , acknowledged that 

there is persecution of believers 
by other inmates. 'Tm a new
comer. I find that it is tougher to 
be a Christian in prison. 

"You have all kinds of people 
coming at you w ith different 
things and trying to throw you 
off kilter," Hudson said. ~To me 
It has been ve ry rough to be a 
Christian as I should be and live 
among some of these people." 

Yolanda Moncrief, serving a 
six-year sentence for forgery , 
agreed. ~ It is ha rder being a 
Christ ian. People think you're 
just gett ing jailhouse religion: 
'Oh, she's coming to these 
classes and gett ing saved just 
because she wants to get out. ' 
The hardest part is having people 
believe in you. You not only 
have to talk it but walk it." 

Linda Thomas, serving a five-year term 
for forgery, said the ministry "is a way the 
Lord is getting our attention. When I give 
my testimony I know from experience 
w hat Godh:isdoncin my life. Hc'sworked 
miracles for me and if He can do it fo r me, 
He can do it fo r anyone." 

'God never changes' 
She also said attending classes is "the 

only peace of mind I have. It 's the only 
sane thing I have. Behind prison walls you 
always have something going on and every
thing changes. flU[ God never changes. " 

~ I first came because people told me 
about it, " Moncrief reea lJ ed. wl enjoyed it 
because of the way Marcia taught . I was 
impressed with her teaching. I've learned 
things in si.x months that I haven't learned 
in the four years I've been going to church." 

~ I came because I've never been in a 
Bible study," said Guest. "I've: never gotten 
intO church before. I never wanted to 
learn . This is my third time down and this 
is the onJy rehabilitation I have found in 
the system. M 

Bob Holyfie ld, a chaplain for the Tucker 
unit , :1greed that the ministry is aiding 
rehabilitation efforts. "This is th e: 
Department of Corrections and correction 
is w hat we hope to sec. 

"TI1e Precept program is probabl)•doing 
that as good as any program we have had 
here before," he: said. "Never have we had 
a class where our inmates write tO me and 
say, 'Put me on the waiting list ' all the 
time: ." 

Marcia Charton, a member of First Church, 
Morrlllton, teaches a Bible study class of more than 
30 inmates each 17aursde~y night at the Tucker 
women's prison u11ft t1ear E,gland. 

Doris Guest, serving a 20-year 
sentence on drug-related char· 
ges, voiced a different perspec
tive. "I have found it easier to be 
a Christian in prison. Everybody 
knows I am sick in the Lord, so 
there arc a lot of people: that 
come to me and ask me questions 
and ask me: for advice. On the: 
streets I never thought about it . 
Go tO church? I never had the 
time." 

"One thing we arc having happen is 
that they are meeting in the barracks, 
praying together and studying the Dible 
tOgether," he emphasized. "What we've 
seen it do Is the women are growing closer 
to God and as they've gotten closer to 
God, they have go tten closer to each 
other." 
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\Vhalcverittakcs 4, a slatcwidc recreation/ministries workshop, was held 
March 3·4 at Calvary Church in Little Rock. 1l1c workshop, designed to 
combine recreation and ministry to reach people and meet needs for local 
ministry ijS well as missions beyond the local church, was jointly sponsored 
by the disciple~hip training and missions dcpanmcnts of1hc Arkansas Daptisl 
State Convenlion. 

Rccre:uion/ minislry leaders from ,h~ Sou1hcrn 133ptisl Home Mission 
Board, Sunday School Doard, state convention and Arkansas churches not 
only !rained panicipants for minislry, but prcp3rcd them for a closing 
worship session that included special music b)• John Paul Moccia, minisrcr of 
music, and Rctha Kilmer, pianist, both of First Church in Sherwood. 

hfghl(r;hted during a worship 
skit directed by l.yn Sawyer, 
director of the puppet ministry 
for Park Hill Church in North 

.__...;;;:;;_ ________ c_;_ _ _;:.:..._~...J Lillie Rock . 

Clowns Bill Hale, a member of 
Bethel Church in Gould, and Gwen 
McCallister, a member of Cross 
Road Church in Liflle Rock, practice 
a worship skU t1bout how to reach 
others beyond the church walls. T 

.A. Harley Pelty, miuister to y outh for First Church in 
Sherwood, demonstrated in a mime presentation the importance 
of f ollowing God's lnstntctious. Illustrating Moses' response whefl 
the l ord told him to cttst his rod to the grormd and it became a 
serpent, Petty showed that just as God let/he serpent once again 
become a rod, He will never Jail people who heed His voice. 

Sisters _..... 
Hannah and 

Andrea Geiger, 
members of 
Cherry IIIII 

Church of Mena, 
practiced the art 
of face pai111111g 

In a workshop 
ledbyjtme 
Chandler, a 
member of 

Second Church 
tnjacksonvllle. '--------------"==-,.---' 
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'COVENANT FOR A NEW CENTURY' 

WMU urges study of proposed SBC changes 
BIRMI NGH AM , Al ( BP)-Whilc 

Woman's Missionary Union does not plan 
to make a formal respo nse to the Program 
and Structure Study Committee's rccom
mcnd:uions for changing the Southern 
Baptist Conventio n 's structure , WMU 
officials arc c ncour.lging members and 
others w study the committee's report . 

WM U e xec utive directo r Ocllanna 
O'Brien said WM U docs not plan to make 
an immediate fom1al respo nse bcc:IUsc 
the WMU executive board is not scheduled 
to mee t aga in u ntil June 16- 17 . 

"How ever, we do cncour:1gc those \vho 
have c;~ll cd us, and w ould cncour:Jgc all 
Southern Baptists, to do several things.~ 
O'Brie n said , inc luding: 

• " Pray fo r the leadership o f the Ho i)• 
Spirit in inte rpre ting and undcrst:mding 
the report . W have grea t confidence that 
the intelligcm , infom1ed members and 
friends o f WM U can be tmstcd to seck 
God's leadership and act o n it. ~ 

• WStudy the report wel l. I am pleased 
that it w ill be well distributed , giving our 
membership the opportunity to study the 
proposals." 

• "Read your state pa per."' 
• " If you have questions, ask the right 

people. Letters to state p apers, to your 
state's representatives o n the Executive 
Committee, to m embers o f the Program 
and Stmcn1rc Study Commiuec and to the 
presidents of the Foreign Mission Board, 
Ho me Miss ion Uoard and Brotherhood 
Commission w ill y ield info m1atiOf1 . H 

• "Go to th e So uth ern Bap tist 

Convention meeting in At lant a and vote 
your conscience." 

' llte study committee report approved 
last month by the SBC Executive Com· 
mittee, proposes a new North Am erican 
Mission lloard to combine the dforts of 
the HMB, Radio & Television Commiss ion 
and Brotherhood Commissio n. It also ca lls 
fo r primary responsibility for promoting 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
fo reign miss ions and Annie Am1stro ng 
E.'lster Offering for ho me missions to reside 
wi th the renamed International M ission 
Board (currently the FMD) and North 
American Mission Board , instcad o f WM U. 

While Executive Com'miucc legal coun· 
sci has suggested tiH: FMB and l-IMO own 
the o fferings since thq arc the bencfic i · 
ari es, O' Brien po int ed out , "Anot her 
argument could be made, however. th:Jt 
hi storica l and emoti o nal own~rsh i p 
belo ngs lO WMU .... Did we give the offer· 
ings aw:1y? Perhaps so, in the interest o f 
w ider involvement and increased giving 
to missio ns. We have no regret for thi s. 
But w hile WMU has involved the miss ion 
boards and Brotherhood in the p romotion 
ofthc o fferings, we have continued to be 
the primary agents in the work. H 

Study comm itce ch:-.im1an Mark Brister 
sa id the committee's proposals should not 
c hange the working relatio nship the 
Southern Baptist Conventio n has with the 
WMU. 

"Quite simply, the WMU requested to 
remain an atLXiliary," Brister s:1id. "We 
hono red their request. 

~While Wt'f1U has done a superlative 
job in p romot ing these mission o fferings, 
the initiation o f the offerings was influ· 
enced by the visio n oft he Fo reign Mission 
Board , the Ho me Mission Uoard, as well as 
Woman's Miss io nary Unio n, H he added. 

~G i ven the historica l non·binding naturc 
of WM U program st:11cments, it is reason· 
able to confi rm the respo nsibility for t hese 
vi tal offerings to agencies w hose account· 
:1bility to the SDC is binding," Brister sa id. 
" It i s:llso log ical to antic ipate contirmation 
of the vital role o f \ '(fM U in assisting the 
miss ion boards in pro moting the offering ... 

Ex plaining W MU's commitment to 
remain an ·aux iliary . O' Brien noted, "The 
dic tionary defines aux iJiary as 'offe ring or 
provid ing help.' ll)• being an au.x iliary \W..·IU 
has been able to be a helper to the con· 
ventio n andall its causes. WMU has shared 
in every• large'" undertaking o f Southern 
Baptists wit hout losing the major emphasis 
on home o r foreign missions. 

"Ano ther reaso n fo r remaining an 
au.....:ili:1ry is that the women elect their 
own lc;lders. A I the state IC\'CI, \VMU 
mem be rs elec t a president. The state 
president then becomes an o fficer o f the 
national \VMU exccuti\'C board. This means 
thil t women know WM U work on every 
IC\'cl :1nd they arc well able to represent 
the women in their state. 

"WMU continues to be dedicated to the 
God-given task o f procl:1iming the good 
news to all the world and we can best do 
it as :rn aux iliary to the Southern Baptist 
Con\'Cnt ion ." she conCluded. 

State historians oppose SBC 
Historical Commission's end 

Brotherhood trustees respond 
to SBC reorganization proposal 

MEMPHIS, T N (UP)-Thc Southern Baptist Bro therhood 
Commissio n.'s trustee executive committ ee, meeting v ia 
conference call , has rev iewed the "Covenant fora New CenturyH 
p roposal to rcstmeture Southern Baptist agencies, fonncd a 
transition team and affim 1cd the work of the commission 's staff. 
The p roposal includes a c:~ ll for the move of the commission 's 
work to Atlanta as part of a new North American Miss ion Board. 

NASHVILLE, TN (DP)-A plea to retain the Southern 
Baptist Historica l Commission has been issued by 15 state 
Baptist histori cal directors and hisiOrians, w ho described 
the agency as " the collective memo ry o f the Southern 
Baptist Convention .~ 

1l1e commission , founded in 195 1, wouh.l be dissolved 
under a proposed reorganiza tion oft he SDC. Under the pro
posal, its archival duties would be :1ss igned to a council o f 
pres idents o ft he six SDC seminaries and educational dut ies 
w ould be ass igned to the Baptist Sunday School Board . 

TI1e stat e Baptist histori ans' statement noted, WAny 
restnacturing of histo ri ca l work w ithin the SBC should 
be done to enhance and strengthen Southern Baptists' 
understanding of our herit age. 11le recommendation of the 
Program and Stnacturc Study Committee does neither . 

ww <\ believe that the Histori cal Commiss ion is the single 
most effective and efficient m eans fo r Somhcrn Baptists to 
continue to preserve, int erp ret and communicate our 
he ritage,~ the histo rians contended. "O ur past experiences, 
our history, affec t not only w ho we arc as Southern Bapt ists 
today but also w ho we w ill be in the future." 
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"Wi th the fomtation of the trJns itio n team , we arc not 
presuming anything about the w ill of the Southern Baptist 
Convention ,'" said james D. Wi lliams. Bro therhood Commission 
p resident. "We arc sim ply taking a p rO:ICtivc step to be p repared 
to respond to wha tever w e :u c called upon 10 do ... 

Tmstcc chainnan Donie)' BrO\vn said t.hc consensus of the 
board is to accept the recommendations in the proposal and 
"proceed w ith an orderly trJnsit ion , based on the w iU oft he SOC. 

wwc do have q uestions about the im pact of these recom· 
mcndatio ns o n the laity in the local churches and about the: 
potenti:1 l loss of the entrepreneurial spirit of the Brotherhood 
Commission," added Brown. "We' re also concerned about the 
staff and their fam il ies." 

T he Brot herhood transition team wil l inc lude th ree 
commission vice presidents, two tmstces, two state convent ion 
Brotherhood lc:1ders :and two members of the agcncis staff. 
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Staff c hanges 

Carl Fawcett retire d jan . 3 1 as dircc10r of 
missions for Ark;m sas Va lley Association , 
having completed 3 1 years of ministry in 
Dece mber 1994 . lie is a graduat e of 
Ouachi ta Baptist Univcrsiq• and New 
O rleans B:1p_tist Theological Seminary. 
Fawcett served as the fi rst pastor ofSccond 
Church in W~st Helena prio r to ancnding 
seminary. lie also was pastor of Knoxville 
Church :uld Wheat ley Church prio r to 
becoming a director o f miss ions. Fawcett 
is married to the fo m1cr Barham Ann Agee 
of Little Rock. The \' h:l\'c three married 
chiklrcn :1 nd seven g~·andc hildrcn . F:I\\'CC it 
is avai lab le for supply preaching and 
serving :1s an interim p:1stor. li e may he 
conl'actcda t 90 I jack Fawcett Road, Austin . 
AR 72007; phone 50 1·9/o 1-111 6 . The 
association honored the F:nvccus w ith a 
spcci:tl tribute :11 an associ:nional r.1Jiy in 
Janua ry, presenting them \Vith a plaqut: 
and a grandfather clock. 

joe A. Thompson, w ho has :o:c rvcd as 
pasto r o f Calv:1ry Church inlll}'tllC\'illc for 
25 years . has ;~nnounc(·d his re tire me nt , 
effective April ](), During hi :-; tenure as 
pastor, Calva ry Church has paid off it s 
indebtedness for :1 new s:mclllary :md 
educa tio nal cen ter :md completed scvcr.tl 
rcnov:Hion progr.tms. Thompson also has 
been :teti vc in the ministry of Mississippi 
County Associ:llion. se rving two terms as 
modcr.Ho r. lie has bCc1l chainn:m o f the 
Blytheville Ministcri:1l Alliance and served 
two tcm1s o n the Arkansas lb pt ist St:uc 
Convent ion Executive Bo:1rd. Thompson . 
a gr.nlu:t tcofMississ ippi College in Clinton . 
Mis~ .• and NewOrl c:•n ~ l lapti~ t ' llltological 

Scmin:u·y. has :tl so been IXIStor o f Be ll~ ire 
Church in Oemmll anti of churches in 
Mississippi. 'JllOmpson·s w ife, Eli7..:1heth , 
has worked wi th t l1c children· s de.: part mcn t 
:lS tcacher :tnd dircc to r :•ml with 1 he senio r 
adults :'It C:tlvary Church . ·rhc 'l110mpsons 
h;l\'e two children and fourgr.•ndchiltlren . 
Aft er retirem ent , Tho mpson will he 
avail:thlc for suppl}' prc:tdling and revivals. 
lie may he contac ted at 10 12 Putting 
Green. Bl)'the\'illt' . AR 72:~15 ; phone 50 1· 
763·8774. 

David Spraggins began sc r\'i ll~ Feb. 5 as 
pasto r o f First Church in ! Iampton. He 
m oved there from At l:mta . Tcx:1s, w here 
he had been pa ~ t o r ofBeth ~ida Y Church . 
He and his w i fe , P:1m. h:wc tw o children. 
Todd ami Kim. 

WiUlam E. Piercy bcg:m serving Feb. 26 
as pasto r of Gr.1cc Church in Augusta. lie 
;~ nd his wife, Lill ie , moved there from 
Manii:J where he had heen pasto r o f First 
Church fo r more th:lll 20 rea rs. 
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Ted R. Grove began serving Feb. 26 as 
pastor of Portland Church. l-Ie previouslr 
has been a staff member o f churches in 
Michig:tn and Texas. as well as being 
associated w ith Campus Cn~s:tdc fo r Christ 
anti the Christian Heritage Children 's 
!-lome in llickm:m. Ncb. Grove isagraduate 
of D:tllas Theologica l Semin:1ry, Trinity 
Ev:tngeliGtiDivinity School and Southwest 
Texas State Uni\'ersity. l-Ie and his w ife, 
Ba b etta , m ove d t o Po rtl and from 
Shcm·ootl . 

Derek Grigg has begun his fi rst sen •icc as 
:t Southern Baptist minister . scn ' ing as 
pastor of New I lope Church o fR:IIph. I le 
is a graduate of Arkans:1 s St:ll e University . 
Grigg and his wife. Teresa, moved to Ralph 

·from Gassville . 

Michael Berry has joined the st:1ff of 
Sunse t Lane Church in Lillie Rock as 
minister of music. lie prs,yiously was on 
the staff of West Pulaski Church in Lillie 
Rock . lk and his wife, Ann , have three 
adult children :llltltwo gr.mdchildren. 

). FultonAmonette began serving March 
I as pastor o f First Church in Clarendon, 
coming there from First Church in Hor.ttio. 
Amonettc has sen 'cd in leadership roles in 
Uule Rh'er, Red River and Southwest 
Arkansas associa tions. He is a gr.tduate or 
Dall a.;; Baptist University:mdSouthwestcm 
Baptist Theologica l Seminary . Amonette 
:md h is \vifc, Glynda Ruth , have three 
children, j :1mic, Nicole :tnd Michelle. 

Mike Raymond beg:m serving March 12 
as pasto r o f Chapel Hill Church in 
Jacksonville, coming there from Paragould 
w here he was m inister of youth and single 
:tdults at E:1st Side Church . Raymond is a 
graduate ofTcxasA & M and Soutlnvcstcm 
Baptist 111cologic:d Seminary. His wife , 
Brenda , is a fo rmer Southern Baptist 
journeyman to llr.~zil. They h:tvc two 
children , Hallie and Hannah. 

Roy Mc Leod began sen •ing ~·l arch 19 as 
interim p:1sto r o f Old Union Church at 
Bcn10n. He previously was at Bluffton 
Church. Mcleod ;and his w ife, Hclla, live 
in Hot Springs. 

Brett Cooper is serving as in terim minister 
to youth and single adult s :u East Side 
Church in Paragould. He is director of 
public relations for \Villiams Baptist 
College. 

First Church of Hampton recently held a notebun1ing service, recognizing 
pay m ent of a $50,000 indebted11ess 0 11 a fmnfly life center. 711C fa cility, 
constructed in 1991 under tlw leadership of fonner pastor Dwaf11 MU/er, 
includes an actiuitiesarea, SumlaySchool rooms and a parlor. Loren Strickland 
serued as building commillee chainnrm, assisted by Phi/Up Mitchell, Pat 
Doualdson, Sllirleyj mws, Lou ise 71w mason, /JruceStrlng[ellowaml Pat Newton 
Fred Gay (left), director ofm'isslolisfor Cany Association, was the speaker f or 
the special senJ/ce. Bunting the note were (left to right) 17wmason, Strlckltmd, 
pastor David Spraggins, Mitchell, Donaldson ami Newton. 
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People 

Richard and Dorothy johnson of Strong 
were honored March 19 by Knowles 
Church where he is pastor. The special 
services commemo rated the couple's 50th 
wedding anniversary and his 47 years in 
the ministry. Johnson was o rdained in 
1944 in Searcy and has spent mo re than 3 1 
of his 47 years o f ministry in Southern 
Baptist churches in Arkansas. The couple 
was married AprilS. 1945. Seven Southern 
Baptist ministers parti cipated in the 
celebration that included a morning 
worship service, an open house and a 
reception. Hosts for the occ:1sion were 
the couple's five children . 

Tom and Kay Cox recently led their 14th 
:mnual partnership missions trip to India. 
The 50-member t eam , representing 
Southern Baptist churches in 16 states, 
included one medical docror, two dentists, 
I 5 1im-ses, two dental assistants, 12 crusade 
pre:1c he rs, c hildren 's workers and 
evangelistic singers. Other Arkansas team 
members were Ted Doke, pastor of First 
Church in Elkins, and Thresha Wilson of 
Fayetteville. The trip was :10 approved 
project of the J;oreign Mission Do:lrd. 

Church news 

Bentonville First Church is launching a 
ministry to Hispanics this month by stan · 
ing a Sunday School class with future plans 
to begin Hispanic worship services. 

Searcy First Church recently ho nored 
Millie Williams upon her re tirement, fol
lowing 37 years o f service as secretary to 
the pastor. She was presented with a gift at 
the reception given for her. 

Cove First ChUrch ho nored Berniece 
Scott ·March 5 for her 85t'1 birthday. She 
was given a corsage <~nd cake, a letter from 
Gov. Jim Guy Tucker <~nd proclamatio ns 
from Polk County Judge Stanley and Cove 
Mayor Neblick, as well as gifts and w ishes 
from family and friehds. ll1ercw:1sa record 
church attendance o f 149 for the occa
sion. Mrs. Scott , who had been a public 
school teache r for 34 years and served as 
the first bus driver for the Cove public 
schools, received a humorous tribute from 
Sheriff Oglesby. 

ruson Church will present j osephus 
Smith in "Parables fro m the Po tter" March 
26 at 6 p .m. Smith , who has portrayed 
Christ in the Great Passio n Play in Eureka 
Springs, will illustrate the Word of God 
through the ancient craft of potte ry. 

Northwest Association will host an 
~oldcrWomen ... YoungerWome n" spring 

ARKANSAS DAPTIST NEWSMAGAZ INE 

ARKANSAS BAPTISTS 

ArkatJSas Baptist directors of missions elected 1995-96 officers during their 
annual retreat March 1·3 at DeGray Lodge near Arkadelphia. New officers 
Include (left to rig hi) Lee Law.mn of Faulkner Association, president; Marvin 
Peters vf North Pulaski Association, president·elecl; and Lonnie Latham of 
Bartholomew tlssociatiou, secretaryVtreasurer. Ralph Smith of Hyde Park 
Church in A us/in, Te.,·as, was the Bible study leader f or the retreat, Ga ry Farley 
of the Southern Baptist Home Mission/Joard led discussions on evangelism in 
a rural setting and ABSC executive director Don Moore was the inspirational 
speaker. Outgoiug president Marvin Rey nolds m oderated the m eeting which 
was coordinated by ABSC associate executive director jimmie Sheffield. 

brunch April I from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Bentonville Ramada Inn, loc:ued on north 
Walton Boulevard. The buffe t bnmch, 
based on Titus 2, will feature a panel of 
older Christian women in a question and 
answer session. Additional infom1at ion is 
available by contacting the associat ional 
office :u SO 1·273·5442. 

Baring Cross Church in North Little' 
Rock will host a " Forgiveness~ single adult 
sem inar April 29, featuring Diane 
O'Connell as leader. ll1e seminar, which 
will include small-group discussions, will 
include special music by l.1rry Grayson, 
minister of music for the host church. 
Linda Gra)', minister to single adults, is 
serving as coordinator. 

Ordinations 

Greenbrier First Church ordained Mike 
Gray as a deacon Jan. IS. 

Grace Me morial Church o f Delleville 
ordained pastor Traq Vodraska to the 
gospel ministry Feb. 12. 

Pocaho ntas First Church ordained 
James Down as a deaco n Feb. 19 . 

Booneville First Church o rdained Tom 
McCone, minister of music and family life 
director, to the gospel ministry March 12. 

Long-time Arkansas 
pastor McAtee dies 

D.C. McAtee, 78, of Forrest City died 
March 7 at Baptist Central Hospital in 
Memphis. A retired Southern Baptist 
minister, McAtee had served 40 years as 
pastor of churches in Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
Alabama and Mississippi befo re serving 
with the D:1ptist Srudcnt Union department 
of the Ark:1nsas Baptist Stae Convent ion. 

He served twice as vice president of 
the ACSC, twice as preside nt of the 
Arkansas Ba ptist Training Union 
Convention and twice .1s president of the 
Fellowship of Retired Southern Baptist 
Workers in Ark:msas. He also had held the 
office of vice president of the Christian 
Civic f oundatio n of Arkansas and had been 
a member o f the s ta te conve ntion 
executive boards in both Ark:msas and 
Alabama and of the Baptist Hospitals 
Corpo ration of Arkansas. 

His funeral services were held March 
1 1 at first Church in Fotrest City where he 
was a member. Memorials may be made to 
Ouachita Baptist University's scholarship 
funds. 

Survivors include his wife, Clyta Agee 
McAtee of Forrest City; o ne daughter, 
Marilyn McVeigh of Gennantown, Tenn.; 
two s iste rs; three brothers; and two 
grandchildre n. 

March 23, 1995 I Page 13 



NATION 

Hispanic Baptists protest Catholic document 
DALlAS (BP)-Hispanic Texas Baptist 

leaders have disassociated themselves from 
a document affirming relations between 
Catho lics and evangelicals, and they have 
asked one of its signers to distance himself 
fromil. 

The three top-ranking officers of the 
Mexican Baptist Convention of Texas 
re leased a s tate m ent March 10 dis
associating themselves from the WC1tholics 
and Evangelicals Together" document. 

Along w ith prcsidcntsofthc 30 regional 
llisp:mic fellowships of Texas, they also 
scm a letter to L1rry Lewis, president of 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, 
asking him to rescind his endorsement of 
the high-profile accord. 

Lewis, along with Richard L:md of the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com
missio n , were :1mong lhe 40 o riginal 
signers o f I he document , draflcd a year 
ago 10 highligh1 areas o f common concern 
for Cal holies and conscrva1 ivc Pro1cs1ants. 

The statement of protcs1 signed by the 
'Convcnrion's p resident, Roland Lopez of 
McAllen, vice prcsidem Ramiro Pena)r. o f 
Waco and Viclor Lopez of San Antonio 
said: 

"We, the Mexican Baptist Conventio n 
o f Texas, have suppo rted the Ho me 
Mission Board through our Cooperative 
Program for many years. However, because 
of the Evangelical/ Catholic document , 
many of our congregarions have con
fro nted rcsislancc in their witness. 

hTI1is document not only goes against 
Vision 2000, a report that Hispanic Baplists 
ofTexas put together, but also denies the 
grace of God as revealed in the Bible 
concerning hO\v a person is jusrificd befo re 
God. 

"We. I he Mexican Baprist Convention 
of Texas, disassociate ourselves from the 
document. We suppo rt those whose 
witness has been hindered by the Roman 
C:uholic Church's usc of the document." 

Lopez said Hispanic Texas Baptists felt 
the need to distance themselves from the 
Catholic/ evangelical statement because it 
was being used by Catholic priests in 
various communities. He said the priests 
were harassing Baptists by accusing them 
of"sheep-stcaling" and "not submitting to 
their superiors" who signed 1hc accord. 

hWc know that Baptisls arc auto · 
nomous. We know that we can w itness to 
anyone,". Lopez poinled out. "But 1he 
Catho lic hierarchy docs not understand 
that. "' 

111c Catholic/ evangelical document "set 
back" evangelistic efforts, has caused 
connict wHhin congregalio ns and is 
theo logically flawed , Lopez said. 

MWe also arc concerned that Hispanic 
Baprists were not conferred with before 
the documem was signed ," he noted. "We 
were not conlacted or asked how it would 
affect us. There was no thought as to whal 
1hc ramifications of il would be for us." 

Land, Lewis sign clarification of controversial document 
RALEIGII. NC(ABP)- Evangelicals w ho 

last year signed a co ntroversial accord 
with Roman Catholics have issued a 
clarificalio n designed 10 mute some of rhe 
crit icism I he document received. 

Among I hose signing the clarificatio n 
were two Southern Baptist Convcnl ion 
:tgency heads w ho s igned the o riginal 
"Evangclic:tls and C:uho lics Together~ 
document last spring: Ric hard Land, 
executive director of rhc Christi:lfl Ufc 
Cornmis~ion , and Larry Lewis. p rcsidcnl 
o ft he llome Missio n Board. 

Both l.:tnd and Lewis have been 
critic ized for signing rhc statement , which 
some s:ay embraces false doctrine and 
undcm1inesevangclism efforts b)' banning 
·sheep-stealing" fro m Catholic churches. 

l .. "md reported to CI.C tmstccs j\·larch 2 
thai he recently signed a s1a1e ment of 
"applic:ato ry clarificatio ns," drafted by 
three other signers of the evangelical/ 
Catho lic :1ccord, illlcndcd 10 Mprcvem 
d ivisive misunderstand ings o f our beliefs 
and purposes.~ 

Lewis, in a statcmcnl March 9, said he 
also endorsed the clarification , which 
should "alleviate the fears~ of critics. Lewis 
emphasized thai the cv:tngelical-Catholic 
accord "was no1 and is not primarily a 
theo logical document ,"' bu1 "an anempt 
to consolidalc rhe influence of Catholics 
and evangelicals on the most serious mo ral 
and social concerns o f our day." 

"l11c clarification was drafled at the 
request of Chuck Colson, chainnan of 
Prison Fellowship. Two other signers of 
the document were involved in drafting 
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the statemem - ) .I . Packer and Bill Bright. 
Several evangelical leaders who did no1 
sign rhe document were involved in 
drafting the cl:trificatio n, including John 
Ankerberg. John MacAnhur, R.C. Sproul 
and james Kennedy. 

·n1c Prorestant signers said their ~ para

church cooperation" with Catholics "in 
pursuit of agreed objectives docs not imply 
acceptance o f Roman Catholic doctrinal 

distinctives o r endorsement of the Roman 
Catholic c hurch system." 

While Land and Lewis have been sharply 
critic ized for signing the document , the 
boards of trustees of their respecrive 
agenc ies have defended the ac1io n. A 
resolurion at last ycar'sSBCannual meeting 
deflected crit icism by "clarifying~ the 
inle nt of the "Evangelicals and Catholics 
Together" signers. · 

~~~~8 I.M.O.B.Y.* I1I\IJI \ l1f *(In My Own Backyard) 

WHAT IS IT? 

I.M.O.B.Y. is an Arkansas WMU plan to involve all our 
churches in ministry projects in their own communities 
between June 1 and August 31, 1995. 

HOW CAN WE GET INVOLVED? 

For more information, contact the state WMU office at 
(501) 376-4791 , ext. 5137. 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO DO MISSIONS 
" IN MY OWN BACKYARD!" 

ARKANSAS BAP'nST NEWSMAGAZINE 



Annuity Board relief, 
retirement benefits top 
$166 million in 1994 

DALlAS (BP)- Rctircmcnt and relief 
benefits paid by the Southern Baptist 
Annuity Board rose 18 percent in 1994, to 
$166 miUion. 111c future o f the bo:1rd's 
relief ministry was enhanced b)l gifts and 
commitments that totaled S8,824 ,473 over 
the I:J.st three years. ll1ose were :mwng 
the reports given to the agcnc(s tmstccs 
during their recent meeting in Dallas. 

Harold D. Richardson, the board 's 
treasurer, reported that contribtllions to 
participants' accounts rc:1chcd 5238.5 
million. Total assets remained essent ially 
flat for the past year at S4A02 billio n due 
to nnancial m:lfkcts th:n suffered losses in 
both stocks and bonds. 

Annualized earnings for the board's 
three investment flmds were 5.72 pcrccm 

Featuring the 

NEWS NOTES 
for the Fi.'Xed Fund. :tloss o f0.98 percent 
for the V:ui:tblc Fund, :tnd :t loss of 2.5 I 
percent fort he ll.11:tnccd Fund. In his report 
to tmstccs, John R. Jo nes, w ho heads the 
bo:trd 's in,·estment program, said 1994 
was the first time in 20 years when both 
the bond and stock m:trkets ended in a 
negative e:trnings position. Despite the 
1994 figures, 10-yc:t r :tvcragc returns fo r 
the three Annuiry Board funds arc 8.87 fo r 
the l=ixed Fund, 10.57 percent for the 
Balanced Fund and 12.04 percent fo r the 
Variable Fund. 

Annuity Board presidem l'aul \V. Powell 
reported that retirement benefits paid 
tota led S 164.38 million, with 25,948 
perso ns receiving benefits. In the past 
yc:u , 3,885 new benefits were established. 

Relicfbenefits ofS 1,097,550 were paid 
to 502 individuals or couples in I 994, with 
most of the money going to re tired 
ministers or the ir widows who receive no 
rcgul:tr :tnnuity benefit. 

PARK HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
SANCTUARY CHOIR & ORCHESTRA 
Saturday 3:00P.M. - Sunday and Monday 7:00P.M. 
April 8,9, and 10, 1995 
North Little Rock High School, East Campus Auditorium 
For Complimentary Ticktu Call 753-3413 

ARKANSAS DAPTI T NEWSMAGAZINE 

Child care registration 
open for Atlanta SBC . 

ATlANTA (BP)-Registratio n fo r child 
care for preschoo l children of messengers 
to the Southern Baptist Convention in 
Atlanta,June 20-22, is now being accepted. 

A registrat io n fo rm is available by 
writing to: SBC Preschool Child Can . .:, c/ o 
Bri:u1ake Uaptist Church, 3715 LaVista 
Road, Decatur, GA 30033. 

Cost of child care isS 10 per person per 
session. Each registration fo rm must be 
accompanied by a non-refundable deposit 
of 50 percent of the anticipated cost. 

Child c:trc rcgistrJtion will be confi.nned 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Parents 
arc urged to write for registration materials 
immediately, SBC officials said. 

MK prayer calendar 

Missio nary kids attending college in 
Arkansas with binhdlyS in April: 

• April 3- Elizabeth Blackmo n, OBU 
llox 33 10, Arkadelphia, AR 7 1998·000 I: 
senior from South BraziL · 

.Aprii19-Aprillec, ODUDox 4527, 
Arkadelphia, AR 7 1998-000 I; senior from 
Jap:m. 

• April 19- Lcndy Seaberry, ODU Box 
3529, Arkadelphia, AR 7 1998·000 1; 
freshman from Zaire/ Senegal . 

• April 23 - Tim Day, OBU Box 4518, 
Arkadelphia, AR 7 1998-0001; freshman 
fro m South Brazil. 

• April 29- Gavin Falkne r, OBU Box 
3091. Arkadelphia , AR 7 1998·000 I : 
sophomo re fro m Canada. 

Arkansas Baptist 
Children's Homes 
& Family Ministries 

u\'rt'ruu 
Boys Ranch - Harrison 
Clint Morrison - Director 
501-741-4362 
-cr Houseparents 

(couples or singles) 

Children's Home -
MonUcello 
Royce Aston - Director 
501-367 ·5358 
-cr Houseparents 

(couples or singles) 

Housing, Salary, 
Insurance, Paid Vacation 
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Ouachita Baptist Ut!iversity 

Ouach.itaSin gersconcc.rt -ll1cODU 
School of Music w ill present 1hc O uachira · 
Singers in concert on Marc h 28 ar 7:30 
p .m. in the recital hall of Mabee Fine An s 
Cente r at OBU. There is no admission 
charge and the public is invited to atlcnd . 

The Ouachira Singers is an audirioncd 
chora l ensemble o f approxim:ucly 40 
students that rep resent the OBU School of 
Music in a rnngc of concert s each year in 
schools and churches lhroughout Arkansas 
and across No rth America. 

Swimming coach honored - Jim 
Dann, head coach of OBU's T iger Sharks 
and L.1dyTigcrSharksswimmingand diving 
teams, has been n:~mcd the 1995 NA1A 
National Men 's Swimming and Diving 
Coach o f the Year. 

In his 14th season :ts I he hc:1d coach o f 
rhc OBU swimming and diving progr:1m, 
Dann has amassed a record o f 11 0-35. 'l11is 
season, his men's team finished nilllh best 
in the natio n, while the wo men placed 
18th. 

Swimmin g a nd diving team s na m ed 
to academic lis t -ll1c O BU Tiger Sharks 
:1nd l.'ldy TigcrSh:1rks swimming and diving 
teams ha\•e been named to the College 
Swimming Coaches Associat io n of 
America's Academic Swin1ming Teams list 
for the 199-i fall semeste r. 

TI1e CSCAA recognized I 5 1 Ac:u.lcmic 
Swimming Teams for the fall semeste r fo r 
be tte r than average academic work. l l u: 
Tiger Sharks was the o nly NAJA men's 
squad to be recognized by the commiuee. 

Missions 
Training 

Institute 

COLLEGE DIGEST 

The team's 2.84 grade point average earned 
them a ~commendableR ranking by the 
co mmittee. 

The l.1.dy 'figer Sharks were one of o nl)' 
two NAJA women:s squads to be recog
nized b)' the commiuce. The grade point 
average for the Lad)' Tiger Sharks of 3.391 
earned them a "SuperiorR ranking. 

Edito r presents books - Erwin L 
McDonaJd , editor cmeritusofthc Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazhle, has made a gift of 
his personal library to OBU. 

T he 4 ,32 1-tille library has been 
:1ccept ed fo r usc at O BU's Riley
Hickingbotham Library. The books in the 
collectio n were designated as a memorial 
gift to Ouachila in honor of his late wife, 
Mary Elsie Price McDonald, who died in 
1993. McDonald served as Newsmagazine 
editor from 1957 to 1972. 

Yearbook h o n ored - The 1994 
"Ou:~chitonian ~ yearbook was recently 
awarded a Medalist rating by the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association . A Medalist 
rating is the highest award given by CSPA 
in its ann ual c ritique o f s tudent 
publications. 

The c ritique provides specific crite ria 
tha t d escribes the idea l s tud e nt 
publication . Publications that receive a 
Medalist rating cam a minimum 925 points 
o ut of 1.000 possible in the c ritique. 

Debor:1h Root, director of development 
puh\ic:uio ns and assistant p rofessor of 
communicat io ns , serves as yea rboo k 
advise r. Rachacl Ward , a 1994 co m
munic:uio ns graduate who now serves 
Ouachita's development office as director 

May 22-23 
Noon to Noon 
First Baptist 
Church, Benton 

This event is sponsored by the ABSC State Missions Department 
and Is designed to provide training for mission pastors, chaplains, 
directors of missions, volunteer ministry coordinators, language 
pastors and missions development councils. 

Meet with state missions staff and national missions leaders for 
missions up-date, missions planning and program development. 

Pre-register by contacting the State Missions Department. 
Motel reservations should be made at the Days Inn, Benton; phone 776·3200. 

Located on Frontage Road J>Outh of 1·30 and Congo Road exit. For more information, 
contact the State Missions Department at 376·4791 , ext. 5149. 
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of annual giving. was yearbook editor. 
Arrington win Miss OBU title -

Ashley Arrington o f Arkadelphia, a 19· 
year-old sopho more political science and 
speech majo r at Ouachita , was c rowned 
as MissOBU 1995. Arringto n. the daughte r 
of Mike and Pam Arrington o f Arkadelphia, 
was amo ng 14 contestants who completed 
for the t itle. 

Williams Baptist College 

Williams introduces ExCELL 
Williams Baptist College has unveiled a 
new p rogram designed to he lp adults 
comple te the ir bachelor's degrees. The 
p rogram , known as Ex CELL, is inte nded to 
help those 25 and older, with some college 
experience, tO cam the ir degrees at an 
accele rated pace. Steve Mullin has joined 
WBC's staff to direct the program. 

E.xCELL is :m acronym for Experiential 
Comp le tio n Educ atio n fo r Li fe lo ng 
Learners. As the name implies, students 
can receive a significant number of credit 
ho urs for learning they have acquired 
through outside experience . 

IN CONCERT 

Friday, April 28, 1995 
-8:00P.M.-

T• k t $13.00 In Advance 
IC e s $15 00 At the Door 

501-753-3413 
PARK HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
JFK at "C" - North Little Rock, AR 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 

OBU's Cone-Bottoms Hall begins new chapter 
By Jeff Root 
Ouachllll B•plbl Unh~r5llf 

looking as shiny and new as it must 
have originally appeared in 1923, Cone· 
Bottoms Hall was dedicated March 9 into 
new service as an administr.ttion building 
at Ouachita Baptist Univers ity . 

The dedication ceremony took place 
on the front lawn o f Ouachita's oldest 
building and was highlighted by 1 he cutting 
of a ribbon be tween the frcshl)' painted 
white columns. 

For its first GO years, Conc·Bottoms 
served as a women's dormitory, and two 

"'of its fom1cr resident took part in the 
ribbon cutting. Belly Elrod and Sharon 
Heflin stood on the steps o f their former 
donnitory and assisted their husbands, 
Ouachita president Ben M. Elrod and board 
chai rman john Hcnin , in dcdic:uing the 
building. 

Describing the building's tic berween 
the history of the univers ity and its futu re, 
OBU vice president for deve lopme nt 
Andrew Westmo reland said. "More than 
any place on campus, this build ing speaks 
of our heritage , of our t radition and of 
our connec tion wi th past and future 
generations. 

OBUpresiderJt BetJ Elrod (left) and his wife, Betty, and board chaimlan]ohn Heflin 
and his wife, Sharon, participate in the dedication o[Cone·Bottoms Hall, which has 
been refurbished for service as Ouachita's administration bulldiug. 

The re novation o f Conc·Bouoms Hall 
was funded through OBU's Decade of 
Progress capital campaign which surpassed 
its c halle nge goa l of $26.7 millio n in gifts 
and pledges. More than $2.5 million was 
raised for the re nova tion ofConc·Bouoms. 

·me re nova tion project, w hic h began 
more than a yea r ago, foc used primaril)' 
o n the interior of the building, where 
dormitory rooms gave way to office suites. 

·n1e Grant Administration Cente r is the 
heart ofrhe new Conc·Bottoms named for 
the father and son w ho each served as 
president o f Ouachita . Administration 
offices in Cone· Bottoms include: president , 
development , administrat ive affairs , 

SuPER SUMMER 
A+) R •!• K.:. A •!• N •!• S •!• A •!• S 

June 19-23 
OUACHITA BAPTIST 

UNIVERSITY 
Cost: $85 (Arkansas churches) 

$115 (Out-of-state churches) 

Speaker: Keith Naylor ·:· Praise and Worship Leader: Greg johnson 
Registration for Super Summer has begun! Space is 
limited to 1200 tota! participants. Individual registration 
forms a re now available. Call or write: ABSC Youth 
Evangelism, Super Summer, P .O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 
72203; phone 501-376-4791, ext. 5222. 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 

academic affairs, caree r planning and 
pl:tccment , registra r, computer se rvices , 
ad mission counse ling , alumni, financial 
aid and the business o ffice. 

In the midst of the new offices, a hint of 
the past remains. The Dicken Historical 
Room is a preservation of the original size 
and s tyling of a Cone· Bolt oms dormitory 
room. It was named in honor of Charl es E. 
Dic ken , who was president of Ouachita 
when the dormitory was built . 

ATTENTION SENIOR 
ADULT CHOIRS!! 

The Baptist Convention or New England 
invites your choir to take a NEW ENGLAND 
MISSION TOUR any time between Apri l· 
November,l995and/or 1996.Giveconcerts 
in Baptist chu rches. have fellowship with the 
people, enjoy see ing historical places! 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION 
please write FUNCO INC. 6220-A 
McCart A venue. Fort Worth. TX 76133 
or FAX 817-346-7454 orcall 817-926-
8755 or 800-446-4627. 

SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY 
in Eureka Springs, ARI $31 Pkg for Groups 
now includes the Besl ($13) Tickets, plus 

lodging & meals! Where One Call Does II ALL: 
KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM RESORT 

501/253-8418 
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Makin ORgans 
Of 

Englan~ 

English Romantic 
Voiced Organs 

l~cprcscn1ed in A rlmnsas 'i' 
Oklahoma 'i' T exas 'i' Louisiana 

by: 
Tillery-Carden 

Classic Keyboards 
Church Or~an Specialists 

P.O. Box GO. Bi~clow. An 720 I G 
501-759-2215 or 501-759-2367 

Also Avttila blc: 

PLUMBING • AIR CONDITIONING 
HEATING • REFRIGERATION 
RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT 

HOME API' LIANC ES 

758-2404 .• 568-6837 
Lie. Nos. 1\·1-299-' 
1-IV/\.C- 144 137 
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CHURCH 
!lll!!l !! 11 !!11! Ill ! Ill! Il l! Ill! Ill 

~ 
l.l. S I NCE 1898 

RENOVATION 
I' EW S OlD~ 1 -800-537-4723 

I NC. WACO. TEXAS 

Construction Sales Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 1049 0 Magnolia, AR 71753-1049 

CALL 1-800-526-9663 OR FAX: 1-501-234-6475 

DESIGN ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE FOR HiE FOllOWING MATERIALS: 

arches and beams 
- laminated or solid 

roof deck 
- Nailbase insulation 
- Fiberglass baptistries 
- Fiberglass steeples 

1·800-LAM·WOOD 

Church Buses • New and Used 
(We take trade-ins) 

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc. • Brentwood, TN 

...... Call Henry Headden 
1 (800) 370-6180 • 1 (615) 371-6180 

!!iound Problems? 
Acoustical supply has the answer! 
Sound wall panel & ceiling products 

(501) 758-1965. (800) 264-2631 
8740 Maumelle Blvd., NLR 72113 

~~~a ~ 
Ralph Crov and Associates lnc . 1.~---
e 701W. Capitol, linleRock • 378.Qt09 

1640 E. Grand Ave , Hoi Spfrngs • 623·73!12 
1022 W, 61h. Prne BluH • 534·81111 
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Kitchen Equipment 
& Supplies 

Buy at wholesale prices 
and $ave! 

Call for FREE CATALOG 

1-800-482-9026 
501-228-0808 

North Uftle Rock. AR 72115 

758-8641 

COMMUNICATIONS ,\ND 
SIGNALING SYSTEMS 
CONTRACTOR 

Arkansas Sound Corporation 
7000 Remount Road 

North Uttle Rock, AR 72118 

For All Your COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS 

When you call, ask for David Dillard. 
David has 25 years experience as a Minister 
of Music and is here to assist you in select
ing the right system for your needs . 

STATEWIDE SALES AND SERVICE 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE SURVEY 

(501) 753-5674 AR WATTS 1~1-12n 

Are your Seniors tired of~ 
crawlingovertheHUMP?lne 
sotutionisa l 5-passengervan -.,,.. 
wlthan Aisle,RalsedRoofA -
Etoctrle Step. Call Tri-State 
Van & Bus Sa~s Today! 

1-BOQ-330-3622 • (817) 484-6145 
BUSES! VANS! PEOPLE MOVERS! 

~lbert ~eor~e Jl\f~. ~o. 
Quality Custom 

Manufacturers of: 

717 North Cypress, N. UWe Rock 
WrHe: P.O. Box 5700, N.LR., AR 72119 

501-375-2921 
ARKANSAS BAJYilST NEWSMAGAZINE 

Ashley Association director of missions Bflly Kfle sp eaks during the March 5 
dedication of the associalio11 's new 3,000-squaref oot office building. 

Ashley Association dedicates new 
office building during ceremony 

Ashley County Association dedicated a 
new office building March 5 on propeny 
given to the association by Mount Olive 
Church in North Crossett . 

j . W. Buckner, who helped organize 
the association, recalled that he led in 
establishing the association because he 
fe h area pastors needed a local office l.lthcr 
than having to drive to Warren fo r 
associa tional meetings. Buckner, a former 
pastor of First Church in Crossett , is retired. 

'll1c assoc iational office, first housed in 
First Church of Hamburg, later moved to a 
small office in Hamburg. It moved into the 
new faci lity from a I ,000-square-foot 
building. The new building includes an 
office, reception area, conference room, 
workroom, media room and restrooms. 

" It was a joy fo r our church to provide 
the property and be involved in the 
construction of this faciliry which we arc 
dedicating todaf, ~ declared Rick-y Lee, 
Mount Olive pasto r and associ:Hional 
building commiuee chaim1an. "It is my 
desire that we dedicate th is office as a 
place for associational churches to ga ther 
and plan fo r ways of serving our Lord and 
Savio r Jesus Chri st. ~ 

Others serving on the commiuce for 
the 3.000-squarc-foot brick structure that 
was built and furnished at a cost of 
$ t 02,000 were Karen Cherry , Eugene 
Howie, Eddie FelchJc , j oann Mizell , Dan 
Webb, jimmie lewis and Travis Roberts . 

Director of missions Dilly Kite credited 
Arkansas Nailbendcrs and volunteer tabor 
for helping keep construction costs to a 
minimum. l-I e al so affim1ed associational 
c hurc h members fo r contributing the 
majo r port ion of interio r furnishings and 

deco rations, c redi ting associational 
secretary Margie Dopson and her husband, 
Ro nald , fo r coordinating th e office 
Furnishings and decor. In addition, layman 
Steve Maxwell. a member of Mount Olive 
Church, was recognized fo r his availability 
and willingness t.o assist in numerous 
constmction needs. 

WThb house of the Lord, being dedicated 
fo r His purposes, must be holy and set 
aside fo r His use ," emphas ized guest 
speaker Don Moore, executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 

Moore noted that the office reveals a 
tremendous expression of the association's 
love fo r God, challenging them to always 
reflect that love, ed ify the church and 
honor the Lord as the)' usc it fo r planning 
and organizing associat ional events. 

'"The people oft he world w ill perceive 
the miraculous work of God as you love 
one another and arc enthusiastic about 
sharing His word and doing His mission in 
this area , .. Moore concluded. 

ADSC assoc iate executive director 
jimmie Sheffield congramlated the asso. 
ciation on its major :tccomplishment and 
encouraged them to let the office become 
a "lighthouse" for people in the area. 

He sa id s tre ngths o f an effecn ve 
assoc iation include a program of ministry 
wi th a purpose; associ:uionallcadcrs with 
commitment ; trust; and financial commit· 
mcnt of churches that enables an asso
ciation to accomplish its purpose. 

"How docs this relate to your new 
buildlngr Sheffield asked. wIt represents 
who you :arc as an association and should 
be used as a tool to foste r ministry and as 
a resource center fo r its churches." 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Leadership training 
focuses on equipping 
college students 

Baptist student leaders will be trained 
for missions service and leadership roles 
during the 1995 Leadership Training 
Conference April 7·9 at Camp Paron. The 
conference, sponsored by the Arkans::~s 
Baptist State Com•c ntion s tudent ministry 
department, will feature tl.lining work
shops, fellowship and w orship. 

Department dircc;tor David james said 
the conference's theme, "Tnnh Alive, ~ 

will highlight the st:uc's 1995-96 student 
ministry emphasis on Dible sn;dy. TI1c 
emphasis is designed to matc h the 1996 
ABSC theme, "Live the Word." 

james said the conference is open to 
several gro ups . "In addition to B11ptist 
Student Union leaders and members, the 
conference :also will train HSU and !-lome 
Missio n Board s ummer missionaries 
Innovato rs p:micip:tlll.s :md those in\'o h·c<i 
in sho rt·tcrm mi~sion projects, M James 
expl:1incd. 

l ie said the conft.-rcncc will feature 
wo rkshops in six areas: lc:tdcrship . dis· 
cipleship . evangelism, worsl1ip. fellowship 
and missions. 

O ther sessions w ill focus on training 
skills for summe r missio ns workers and 
their parents. A spcci:tl missio ns com· 
missioning service will be he ld fo r the 
missionarics S:nurday evening. 

·n1e progr:~m also will fc:tturc a concert 
and worship services led by wo rship team 

ATLANTA SBC CONVENTION 
Hotel Packages with shuttle service 
Discount Airfares and car rentals 

'FOOTSTEPS of JESUS' TOURS 
ALASKA CRUISE: JULY 19-26 

CHINA & HONG KONG .. March 1996 
CHRISTIAN TRAVELERS 

1-800-972-8952 

FLORIDA BEACH RETREAT 
Tht JUII sl'll11ts 011 the So11 •r~d tilt lord·s most buutlful 
.,.Khti. Sdlt'dultyourr~ot youtllretrutw1th usor~P•~~ 

City Buch. Florld.l. Prog!fms offtrtd. U H or wrllt lor dtt~lls. 
Chrtst~IIBtldi Rttrutlrld(or~ltrtrKt Ctnttr, flnttup11st 

Olurdl ol Pf~fN City Buct.. 204 Cobb Ro~. PfiWN City 
Bt•dl. fll241l;904-2l4.048804'904-2JJ.9JOS. 

Evangelist Dalton Young 

"Ill haven't been In your church, 
It's because you haven't asked." 
736 Jacquelyn Lane, Noble, OK 73068 

(405) 872-8080 
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Mack and Shayla Ulakc of Ruston, U .; 
music from Perfect Pr:~isc, a music group 
from Henderson State Univcrsiry; Forgiven 
b)' · faith, a drama team from Arkansas 
Technical University ; and a leadership 
message from Arkansas Lieutenan t 
Governor Mike Huckabee. 

The conference will begin a t 7:30 p .m. 
Friday and conclude Sunday following an 
8:30a.m. worship service. 

The cost for the conference is $25 per 
person, which includes meals and lodging. 
Participants must bring their own linens 
and personal items. 

Fo r addit io nal infom1ation. contac t 
James at the ADSC st udent ministry 
dcpanmcnt; phone 501·376·4791. ext. 
5 142. 

Girls in Action 'go ape' 
over Missions Safari 
camps inJune,July 

Girls in Action members will "go apcM 
over four GA Missions Safari Camps held 
..in the jungle known to natives :1s Camp 
Paron·· inJunc andJulr, according to S:md y 
Wisdom·Manin. 

Wisdom·Manin, an associate in the 
Arkansas Baptist Sta te Convention 
Woman 's Missio na ry Union depa rtment, 
said the camp sessions w ill feature two 
MOiher·Daughtcr Camps, June 9·10 and 
16- 17 , fo r girls w ho have completed grades 

J ·3 and their mothers, and two Mini·Camps, 
July 17-19 and 20·22, for girls who have 
completed grades 3·6 . 

"The focus at this year's camps will be 
o n hunger ... she explained. "We will focus 
o n hunger by scuing up a feeding station, 
educating on hunger issues and high
lighting the Mississippi River Ministry." 

Sh.c said the camps also will feature 
missionaries, singing, c rafts, recreation and 
swimming. 

"lllc Mother· Daughte r Camps wiU each 
begin at 5 p .m. Friday and conclude at 3 
p .m. Saturday. The cost is $20 per person, 
w hich includes mc:1ls, lodging, insurance 
and program costs. 

The July 17-19 Mini·Campwill begin at 
1:30p.m . Monday and conclude at tO a.m. 
Wednesday. 111e July 20·22 Mini·Camp 
w ill begin at I :30 p .m. Thursqay and 
conclude at 10 a.m. Saturday. Wisdom· 
Martin said Mini·C1mp participants also 
will take a special surprise field trip during 
the camps. 

The coSt for the Mini·Camps is S32 per 
person. which includes meals, lodging, 
insurance and program costs. Wisdom
Martin reco mmended a chaperonc·to· 
camperratioofonc:1dult female chaperone 
for every five girls. 

Fo r additio na l information or to 
request a rcgistr:Jtio n fo rm, contac t the 
state WMU department at P.O. Box 552, 
Lirrlc Rock . AR 72203: phone 501-376-
4791. cxr. 51 37. 

You know what makes yom· 
ch~1·ch special. Does you1· 

msm·ance company? 
Over 6.600 SouLI1CI11 Baptist churches know that Church Mutual 
does. Church 1\llutual believes thal a free, on-site insur..mt.:e inspec
tion is the only way to provide a policy tailored to the needs of each 
Soutlu.:m B;tptist churcl l ... induding yours. 

'l11i~ free, on-site inspection is only Lhe star1 of Church Mutual's 
pe rsonalized serv ice. It cOtllillUCS wiLI1 fast. fair handli11g of claims. 
To request your free insurance inspection. call Church M utual's 
Arkansas office toll-free today at 1 800 4 51 -3354. 

Discover personalized protection 
from 77te Specialist: 

Church Mutual. 
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Classifieds 

For sale-8-year-old Canon copier, Model 
No. 4540. Original cost $11,000; asking 
$1,500. Good condition. Please call Paulette 
Walker, 372-1415. 

Positions open - ParHime singles 
director, full-time minister of music, fuiHime 
minister of recreation/youth . Direct resumes 
to Sylvan Hills First Baptist Church, 9008 
Sylvan Hills Hwy .. North LiHie Rock, AR 
72120. 

Seeking- First Baptist Church, Horseshoe 
Bend, is seeking a minister of music/youth 
full-time. Salary range: $19,000 to $21,000 
based on experience and education. Send 
resume to: Bill Haynes, HB 82 Box 202, 
Violet Hill, AR 72584. 

Accepting resumes-forpart-timedirector 
of music and youth, Send resumes to Search 
Committee, Union Valley Baptist Church, 
932 Hwy. 64 West, Beebe, AR 72012. 

Needed-Christian comedian for Saturday 
night seeker worship service in north 
Arkansas. Phone 1-800-842-8168, days; 
501-492-5959. evenings. 

Wanted - Person to plan, shop and cook 
each Wednesday. Pay negotiable. Call Rex 
Pilcher at Parkway Place Church, 224-3003. 

Accepting resumes- for part-time youth 
minister. Send to First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 438, Dierks, AR 71833. 

Position open- for full-time youth/music 
minister. Send resume to Search 
Committee, Calvary Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 825, Osceola, AR 72370. 

Classified ads must be sub mined in writing to the ABN office 
no less than 10 days prior to the date ol publication desired. 
A check or money order In the proper amount. figured at 90 
cents per word, must be Included. Multiple insertions ollhe 
same ad must be paid for ln advance. Classified ads shalt 
be restricted to church·rolnted subject manor. 

~i:, 
are three diamond AAA rated, 
and are family owned and 
operated. Come, stay with us and 
share our warm hospitality . 
because we care. 

+++ Ozark Mountain Inn 
+++ Summer House Inn 

Please ask tor our tour group packet. 
1/800/324-8745 
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ARKANSAS BAPTISTS 

'Set your mind on sharing a smile,' 
Terrell encourages ministers' wives 
By Millie Gill 

Arkansas Baptist ministers' wives were 
encouraged byDevcrelyTerrclltodevclop 
an attitude ofhappincss during their ~ Fresh 
Elastic for Stretchcd·Out Women H re trea t 
March 3·4 at the Holiday Inn Airport in 
Little Rock. 

HNo maueryourcircumstances,sc t }'our 
mind on sharing..a smile and giving joy to 
those you encounter dail y, H admonished 
Terrell , a world renewed lyric soprano 
and speaker from Houston , Texas. She 
also pointed out that da ily Dible study and 
a deeper prayer life will equip ministers· 
wi\'es for "rejoicing in the day which the 
Lord hath madeH as well as "magnifying 
Him" with individuals thqr encounter. 

Terrell, using adverse f:1mil)r si tuations 
:tnd th e illne ss of her husband as 
illustratio ns , sa id that despite difficult 
ci rcumstances they were continuing to let 
God control their lives with laughte r and 
joy. She explained how God has used the 
lifestyle changes brought about by her 

husband 's advanced Parkinson's disease 
as a teaching tool for making choices. 

"I have learned to make choices and 
then to delega te some responsibilities to 
o thers rather than having a manyrcompl~x 
and becoming stressed out," she explained. 
''We have to make choices and we must 
ask the Lord to give us the answers as we 
make thcm.H 

Tcrn; ll c losed with a request for 
Arkansas Baptists to pray for her husband, 
jack, a reti red Southern Baptist minister, 
who will be evaluated May 16 at Emory 
Medical Center in Atlanta as a possible 
candida te for laser brain surgery, a new 
treatment for Parkinson's disease. 

Kerri Evans of Keo, re treat chainnan, 
was assisted by \Vhanda Swihart and AnHa 
Cothren of Paragould , Beth Reynolds of 
Dlythevillc, Lauric Seabaugh of North Little 
Rock, and Dan jordan and Nan Maxwell , 
both of LitLie Rock. Lou Ann Danks of 
Paragould led praise and worshjp sessions. 
A crea ti ve workshop was led by MiUie Gill, 
executive ass istant to the editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine. 

Is Your IRA on a Mission? 

~ -
A.B. Culbertson 
and Company 
1250 Continental Plaz.n, 
777 Ma.in Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 
(800) 333-2868 
MttrtbuNASDONJS/I'C 

0 ur mission at A.B. Culbertson & Company is 

to deliver investors premium yields on their 

IRA accounts. Our experience offering first 

mortgage church bonds over the last 40 years 

provides competitive returns on investments 

secured by specific property ar.d improvements. 

Benefit Your Financial Strategy: 
* Current Rewms of 7% to 9.9%, based 011 maturity * Choice of Maturities, 6 months to 15 years 
*Secured by first lien mortgage 
* lm·estment Mulriples of $1000 
*Firm Fundam ellfal Strategies 
* Over ONE BILLION Dollars Undenvritten 

Call: Martin Northern 
Account Executive 
A. B. Culbertson & Company 
P.O. Box 1302 
Benton. Arkansas 72018 
(800) 468-3007 or (501) 778-5700 

F•~ s~cifoc lrt/rmrVlfifl'l 11'1 r~WI'C~ bllndl cur~/17 awlllabl• , rrqwn G p'll.l{'tCNI, rrr>d ll 
ca-.frolly tH/ort 10" i~•'<'-l'l '" suod _, /Nfr'tll tfJ/11 an IUb}«CI IOC~t 01' prior mU. 
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LESSONS FOR LIVING 

Convention Uniform 

The way to salvation 
By Rlch L Kind, pastor, 

Central Church, Magnolia 
Basic passage: Romans 10:1-21 
Focal passage: Romans 10:8·17 
Central truth: We arc commissioned 
to share that salvatJon is by faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

Paul did not cease praying for Israel's 
sa lvation. TI1cy had a zeal fo r God based on 
ancestral traditio ns. 'I11cy did not know 
God's way of righteousness but tri ed to 
establish their own . He wanted his fell ow 
jews to understand that Chri st put an e nd 
to the law which they could not perfect ly 
keep. Paul iLlustrates righteousness by faith 
by using Moses ' farewell cxh o n ation tO 
Israel (Dcut. 30: II · I 4) in verses 5·8 . TI1c 
stumbling of Israe l consisted of seeking 
righteousness by works and not by f:tith . 

Many today still believe in a "works 
theology." lt is validated in our churches 
when we come up with lists o f do 's and 
don ' ts which must be followed to 
demons trate you arc a Chri stian . This 
passage focuses on confession that jesus 
is Lord and belicfthat God raised J-fim from 
the dead. 

• SalvalloH Is available to all 
(vv. 11·13). 

jesus' death o n the cross was for every 
man. He offers the :1bundant life to each 
one who will tmst Him. \'<' hen it is sa id that 
He Nis rich unto all that ca ll upon Him " 
(v. 12), the tho ught is no t so much that of 
the iichcs that reside in Christ as that of 
the readiness and fullness with w hich He 
receives those who ca ll upon Him. 

• We must tell our world that jesus 
saues(vv. 14· 15) . 

We arc the Lord 's spokesmen. These 
verses indicate that Christ is represented 
byand spcaks through His sent messengers . 
He speaks through our pastors as they 
faithfully proclaim the gospel message from 
our pulpits . He speaks through you and 
me as we faithfl.1lly share Christ with our 
families , friend s, neighbors and work 
associates . 

• Make a persmwl commllmcmt to 
lead someoue to Christ (v. 17). 

I will be eternally grateful to the 
university student who was a personal 
soul winner. He shared wi th me ve ry clear!)' 
how J could be saved. Every Christian is a 
witness - good or bad - but very few arc 
soul·winncrs . DctCmlinc today that you 
will follow Christ 's command and lead 
others to Him. 

Tl'lls Ienon tr .. tmentlt based on tile lnlernetlonal B1!lle 
Lenon lor Clltltliln Te•clling Unlfo1m Series. Copy,lgllt 
lnltm~llor* Cou'd ol EOJcltlon. UMd by permbtiorl 
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Life and Work 

Righteousness by faith 
By R. Wilbur Herring, 

pasto r emeritus, Central Church, 
Jonesboro 

Basic passage: Romans 10:1·21 
Focal passage: Romans 10:8·13 
Central truth: Get right with God 
through faith, not works. 

Obtainin g God's righteousness: 
771e wrong way- works (vv. 1·5). 

There is the w ro ng way of trying to 
obtain God's righteousness. It is b )' works. 
This was lsr:1e l's trouble . Thcr had a zea l 
for God, but thC)' were ignorant of just 
how to get right wi th God . ThC)' tri ed hard 
to establish their righteousness by working 
at keeping the l:1w. They rea lly thought 
and taught that the person who lived 
perfect! )' under the law would he saved. 

11le rightu:ay- faith ( tJV. 6- 10). 
The right way of obtaining God 's right· 

eousncss that saves is by faith . You w ill be 
saved if rou do two things: You must 
believe in your heart that God has r:1ised 
the l.o rdjcsus from the dead and you must 
confess I lim as r o ur Lord and Savior. It is 
just that simple. It is just that necessary . 

nw message of faith (vv. 11·13). 
Salv:uion (having :1 right relationship w ith 
God) comes b)' g r:1ce through faith (Eph. 
2:8). Gr:1cc is God 's p:1rt . Faith is our part . 
All we can do is to take God at His Word. 
We hear the \X' on.l, then we believe, and 
then we ac t o n our belief. Have faith in 
God. (Ma rk II :22) . This is the answer. 
'01is is the key . 

17w messengers offnlth (1111. 11·21). 
People \Viii no t believe in Christ unless 

they hea r the gospel. But how can they 
hea r the gospel w ithout a preacher? And 
how can they preach except th t:)' be sent? 
'l11ey won't go , thC)' ca n't go, unless we 
send them. ·n,c church must be a mission 
station sending preachers to a ll places in 
the community and in the wo rld . Miss ion· 
ary zea l is w hat we ca ll it and we must 
make it our objec ti ve . 

TNs leuon trelmlnl is tiMe-d on IIIII Ule and WM Cun1cuUn lol' 
SotAhernBIPIIst Crourches,~tJy theSUol"dtySdlOOIBoald 
ol iN SotAtlern Blplls1 Convontlon USed by petl'l'llsslon 

April2 

Bible Book 

How will they find hope? 
By Greg Stanley, pastor, 

First Church, Warren 
Basic passage: Romans 10:1·21 
Focal passage: Romans 10:9-17 
Centra] truth: Before the lost can 
bcllC'\"C, they must hear the good 
nen·s of jesus Christ. 

Though unbe lieve rs sometimes come 
to know jesus Chri st the first time they 
hea r the gospe l, mos t find s;ilvation 
through :1 series of events and witnesses 
thlt move them toward that decision of 
faith . Paul seems to express thi s tmth and 
encourage us to share the gospel in the 
heart of rhc lOth chapter of Romans. 

A definite progression can be seen in 
verses 9·17. Paul begins in verses 9· 13 by 
stating the absolute necessi ty for aU people 
to commit thcmscln:s to jesus as Savior 
and Lord for sa lv:uio n. God offers this 
sah·a tion to all. rega rdless of their race, 
nationa lity or status in life . 

jesus, God 's Son, died to pay the penalty 
for man 's sins and was raised to demon· 
s trate that forgiveness and sa lvation arc 
avai l:~bl e . '01e W:l)' is through simple faith . 
The result is certain , ncver·failing, e ternal 
salvation for the believer. 

In verses J.1 .J7. Paul then made :1 plea 
fo r all be li evers to share this wonderful 
good news. !lis appeal was stmctured in 
the fonn of several rhetorical questions 
designed to lead readers to a conclusion 
requiring aCtion. "How c:m someone 
believe a message he's never heard?" Paul 
asked. "How will he hea r unless someone 
shares the good news w ith him? Who will 
share if no one: sends o ut mcssengcrs?R 

O f course, all ofthcscquestions address 
impossible situations . Paul hoped his 
readers \vo uld draw the conclusion that 
they need to be involved in personally 
sharing the gospel and sending others to 
do so. 

Paul added words o f encouragement 
and mo ti \'a tio n as he described how 
"be:llltiful , o r welcome, o rwo ndcrfulM arc 
thOse who come bringing such good news. 
Tho ugh all will not immediate ly believe, 
sharing ,Jesus faithful!)' w ill lead man)' to 
sa lvation thro ugh faith in the Lord . 

Thro ugh '' Here's Hope, Share jesus 
Now, M and '' Here's Hope, jesus Cares for 
You, M So uthern Baptists have unique 
opponunit ics to obc)' our Lord's command 
to be His w itnesses . Paul 's words remind 
us o f its centra l priority in the Kingdom's 
work . 

This l&uon lreamenlls based on tllo Bible 80011; Study lor Southem 
Baptist Chufclllls, copytr,Jhf by the Sunday School Boafd ol thl 
SOulhem Baptist Conv1nt10t'1 Used by pormbslon. 
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LESSONS FOR LIVING 

Convention Uniform 

Exercise your gift 
By Rich L Kind, pastor, 

Central Churclt, Magnolla 
Basic passage, I Corinthians 14d-33a 
Focal passage: I Corinthians 14:1 , 

3-12, 18-19, 33a 
Central tnlth' Every Christian 
should discover his spiritual gift 
and use it in service to God in the 
church. 

"A botll gifts of the Spirit, there are 
some thingsofwhich I do not wish you to 
remain ignorant .. .. In each of us the Spirit 
Is mamfested in mze partfcufm· way, f or 
some useful purpose" O Cor. 12:1, 7) . 

111~ te m1 "gifts o f the Spirit '' is, in the 
Gree k, s imply "the spiritu:tls , ~ describing 
specific capacities produced in Christi ans 
by the Holy Spirit so that we might pcrfom1 
adequately as members of Christ 's body. 

•spiritual gifts min isterto others a ml 
btWd up the church (vv. 3-12). 

The abuses of glossolalia, o r speaking 
in tongues, const ituted a problem in the 
church of Corinth. Other concerns for 
Paul included fact io nalism, sexual immor· 
ality, members suing o ne anot her in pagan 
courts and denial of the resurrec tion, 
among others. 

The errors and excesses o f the 
glossolalists were but one manifestation 
among many o ft he deeper p roblem. TI1ey 
were spiritually immat ure and carnal 
(I Cor. 3: 1-3). 

A believer who properly ministers with 
a true spiritual gift ministers to others. 
One who prophesies, for example , speaks 
to men for edification , exhortation and 
comfort. 

• Beware of counterfeits (vv. 18· 19). 
l.ovclcssness was the Corinthians' 

greatest problem . Paul emphasized that 
they should pursue love (chapter 13 and 
v. 14: 1a). 

Every spiritual gift can be counterfe ited 
by Sa tan and used to influence both 
Christians and no n-Christians. 1l1e magi· 
cians of Pharaoh 's court had the ability to 
perfom1 miracles (Exodus 7 and 8) and the 
fal se pro phet in the Tribulatio n wi ll 
perfo rm miracles (Rev. 13) . 

• Discover your spiritual gift a nd tlSO 
It f or the g lory of God (v. 33a). God"s 
peo ple arc to pursue love. How better may 
we exhib it o ur God·given love than by 
discovering, training, polishing and using 
our spiritual gifts? 

Thlsleuon uea1men1ls based on 1hlln1e tna11on•l Bible 
Lenon lor Chllttl•n Te•chlng. Unllorm Series. Copyright 
lrlteiNitk!NI Cou-d ol EWUtion. Usod by permis.sion. 
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Life and Work 

The crucifixion of Christ 
By R. Wilbur Herring, 

pastor emeritus, Central Church , 
J onesboro 

Basic passage, Mark 15,1-41 
Focal passage, Mark 15,15-32 
CentraJ truth: Christ was crucified 
for our sins. 

The 15th chaptcr oft11c Gospel of Mark 
is known as the ~crucifixion Chapter.~ 
Eight times the word ~ c ru c ify ~ o r 
"'crucifixion ~ is used in this one chapter, 
which consists of three parts: 

• His trial before Pi/ale (vv. 1-14). 
1l1c Sanhedrin met early on the morning 

of Christ ·s death. 'I11ey trumped up charges 
aga inst Him which would be worthy of 
Roman condemnation to death. They then 
too k Him befo re Pilate , the Ro man 
governor, fo r trial. Pilat e asked fi ve 
questions- rwo to j esus and three to the 
people. These five questio ns make an 
interesting study o f the lack of grounds to 
c rucify the Lo rd. ll1c last questio n asked 
was directed to the people, ~ why, what 
has He done? ~ ll1c people cried out just 
that much more that j esus should be 
crucified , yet j esus was innocent of any 
wrong. 

•His scourgiug (v. 15). 
You can enumerate the step·by·step 

progress of His crucifixion, but here it is 
well for us ro consider the ho rribleness of 
the scourging before the crncifLxion. 

TI1c prisoner was bent over to expose 
his back. The whip was a lo ng leather 
thong with sharp pieces of lead o r bone 
tied along the way that litcr.tlly tore a 
man·s back inlo ribbons. It sometimes 
tore a man 's eye out or ripped o pen his 
bowels. Some went raving mad from the 
ordeal and very fe w could survive the 
punishment. In this condition they led our 
Lord away for crucifLxion. 

• His cnl ci[f.\·fou (vv. 16·1 /). 
For sLx hours Christ hung on the cross 

and suffered untold agony. TI1c chief priests 
and the people mocked Him , made fun of 
Him and even spit upon Him. At noon 
there was darkness over the land until 
three o'clock in the afternoon wher. j csus 
c ri ed with a loud voice and "g:we up the 
ghost. M The veil in the temple was tom 
fro m top to bot tom and the centurion who 
stood by said, "Tmly, this is the Son of 
God." 

In the plan of God it was necessary for 
Christ to suffer and shed His blood for the 
remission of our sins. In Him we have life 
- life abundant and everlasting. 
This Ienon lreament Is band on ltle U!e and Wort; Currk::t.~Un lot 
Southam Baplisl Churthn. ~by the Sl.lflday Sdlool Boa!d 
ol ltle Soulhem Baptist Convention. Used by per-mb51on. 
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Good news travels fast! 
By Greg Stanley, pastor, 

First Church, Warren 
Basic passage, Mark ld-45 
Focal passage' Mark 1,1, 12-33, 45b 
Central·tnJth' The good news of 
Christ's coming Is too wonderful to 
be hidden. 

We often speak of rumor or gossip 
being spread Mby the grapevine. MIt seems 
that negative and sensa tional infom1ation 
just naturally becomes widely known in a 
sho n time. However, it is also true that 
good news spreads with amaz ing speed. 

That seems to be w hat Mark intended 
to say in this first chapterof ~ the beginning 
of t he gospel (the good news) abou t jesus 
Christ "' (NJV). The writer sets the stage for 
his "gospel of action ~ as he po rtrays jesus 
as a Savior who seems to literally "hit the 
ground nmning ~ in these opening scenes. 

One of Mark's favorite words, frequently 
used in this gospel, is the word translated 
"straightway."'" "immediately," "at o nceM 
or "as soon as, .. depending on the Bible 
translatio n. 111e word gives :1 feeling of 
movement and urgency and seems to tic 
one episode in the Savio r's life t o another 
in a quickly moving panorama o f ministry, 
teaching and redempt ion by God's perfect 
Servant . It was used fou r times in this first 
chapter. 

Following His baptism by j ohn the 
Baptist, j esus demonstrated His power 
over Sa tan by overcoming his temptat ions. 
With royal autho rity, jesus announced 
the coming of the Kingdom and ca ll ed 
men to tum from sin to faith in Him. ~-ten 
recognized the tmth and authority o f His 
teaching. 

j esus showed His spiritual command of 
men in calling His first disciples beside the 
lake. He vanquished evil demonic spirits 
with a word. His control over physical 
diseases of all types w:1s easily seen. 1l1e 
good news traveled fa st and soon j esus 
was litcraU)' swamped with people coming 
to Him for help. 

We too must recognize j esus' authority 
and lordship over our lives and respo nd tci 
His call to repent , enter the Kingdo m and 
fo llow Him in spiritual labors. In this 
relationship , we find that He is master 
over any challenge we w ilJ face . 

We also must recogniZe the tremendous 
appeal of this good news about j esus. As 
we announce the coming of God's perfect 
Servant , many will be drawn to Him for 
the answers they need for their lives. We 
can truly become "fishers of men . ~ 

This leuonlreamentls based on !hi Bible Book Sl\df lotSouthem 
Bapti:sl Cl'll.lrd"IM. copyt1g11 by the Surday Sd"ull Boa!d ol h 
Souhm Baplht eor-rtion. used by~ 
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Subscriber Services 
ll1c Arkansas Baptist Newsmagaz ine 

offers subscription p lans at three rates: 
Every Resident Famlly Plan gives 

churches a premium rate when they send 
the Newsmagazine to all their resident 
households. Resident families arc calcu
lated to be at least o ne-fo urth of the 
church's Sunday School enro llmen t. 
Churches who send only to members who 
request a subscription do not <Ju:tlify fo r 
this lowe r rate of 56.36 per year fo r each 
subscription. 

A Group P lan (fo nnc rly c:tllcd tla : 
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Club Plan) allows church members tO get 
;1 bcu cr than indi\'idual r:ltc when 10 o r 
more of them send their subscript ions 
lOg ether thro ugh their c hurch . Subscrib
ers through the group plan p:t)' 57.08 per 
}'Car. 

Individual subscriptio ns may be pur· 
chased by anyo ne :11 the rate o f $8.85 per 
year. 111ese subscrip tio ns :1re mo re costly 
because they require ind ividual attention 
for address c hanges and renewal notices. 

Changes of address by individuals 
may be made w ith the above fo rm. 

When inquiring about yoursuhscrip· 
tio n by mail, please include the address 
label. Or call us at (50 I) 376-479 1. ext. 
5 156. Jlc prepared 10 give US your COdl' 
line infom1atio n. 
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NEWS DIGEST 
Chapel service sparks revival on Southwestern campus 

FORT WOR'Jll , TX (DP) -A spontaneous spirit o f revival rcpo n cdly began at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary March I, follow ing a c hapel message b}' a 
T c.xas Bapt ist pastor \vhosc church and community are in the midst o f spiritual renewal. 

John Av:uu , a Southwestern graduate and pasto r o f Coggin Avenue Baptist Church, 
Brownwood , told a packed Truett Audito rium audience, ~ I don't understand w hy God 
is doing it (a spiritual awakening) where it is, but w e can never p redic t how the Spirit 
of God w ill work. W e arc a work in progress.~ 

Av;lnt'schapcl message was immediately fo llowed by w hat many seminary studem s 
arc c:~lling :1n outpouring of healing, purging and cleansing among students, f:~culty. 
staff and administrators. Southw estern president Ken Hemphill described the activit)' 
as " ;l genuine moving of God and the beginning of authentic sp iritual revival. ~ 

·ntc morning chapel service continued into the late evening March I. Many teachers 
called off ci:Jssc:o; during the day so they and their students could remain in the 
:1uditorium . 

Southwestern decides against plan to appeal probation 
FORT WORTII, TX (BP)-Southwcstcm Baptist Theological Seminary w ill not 

com inul' to :appeal the probation ruling o f the Associatio n of ·nleologic:JI Schools, 
accord ing to prl'sident Ken Hemphill . 

··our decision w:ts hasccll:lrgcl)' o n our desi re w move positivcl)• tOw ard the future 
rather than to dw ell in the past," Hemphill said. "A lengthy appeal process would 
consume e11ergy :and resources that could best be spent o n the building oft he seminary 
for the glo ry of God ... 

llcmphi ll emph:tsized that wthc decision not to appeal docs not mean that we agree 
w ith the decisio n o f ATS to place Southwestern o n probation, but it docs mcan that·wc 
arc united in our conviction that we can work quick!)' and constructively through 
proh:u ion. R 

Christian Life Commission elects new media director 
R,\J.EIGII. NC (BP)-Southcrn Baptist Christian Life Co mm issio n trustees have voted 

to c:t \1 Oklahoma associatio nal director of m issio ns Dill Merrell as d irecto r of media and 
product dc,·clopml'nt. 

·nlc tnJStecsvotn l unanimously in favo r o f Merrell, 51, w ho served as p:~storofscvcn 

churches for 27 yc:~ rs befo re accepting the associatio nal position in 199 1. He is a 
graduate o f Dallas lbptist Untvcrsity, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary ;md 
New Orleans lbptist ·n1cologic:tl Seminar)'. 

Merrell, w ho s:~id he rcgularl)' add ressed mo ral issues as a pastor and DOl\.·1, was a 
founding hoard member o f two pro-li fe crisis pregnancy centers. 

In other :1ctio n, the board voted to oppose the confim1atio n o f Henr)· Foster as 
surgeon general. Bo ard members also voted to endo rse the recent report of t he Program 
;HH.I StnJCtun.: Committee of the SBC Executive Committee. Commissio ners noted the 
proposal would "cnhanceM the CLC's work by giving the agency a higher p rofile in a 
streamlined denominational stmcture. 

Federal courts differ on religious freedom statute 
SAN ANTONIO (ADP)- T wo federal courts have addressed the consti tutionalit y o f 

the Rel igious Freedo m Restor.Hion Ac t, reaching opposite conclusio ns. 
District Judge Iiden Gillmorof llaw:tii upheld the statute in a Fcbru:uy rul ing w hile 

DistrktJud!:e Lucius Bunton ofS;tn Am onio mlcd March 13 that Congress intmdcd on 
thl' power and d uty o f the judici:tr)' w hen it enacted RFRA, violating the separation of 
powers between the branches of government oullined in the U.S. Constitution. 

ll1e rel igious frcl'dom law w:ts overw helmingly approved by Congress and signed 
b)' President Clinton in November 1993 with unprecedented suppo rt from U.S. 
religious llOdies. "llle law resto red a sti ff legal st:~ndard that allowed government to 
rl'Stric t religious pr.tcticc only for a compelling reason . 

Baptis t group drops ties with Peace Fellowship over gays 
VALLEY FO RGE, PA (AHP)- A ministry arm o f t he American Baptist Churches in the 

USA h:~s se,·crcd tics w ith the D:tptisc Peace Fellow ship o f North America over a recent 
statement urging ~ justice" for g:t}'S, lesbians and o thers "whose sexual orientation has 
c:~uscd them to suf fer persecution and :tlicnation ." 

·nlecxecutivc com mittecofthc American Baptist Doard o f National Miniseries voted 
to discontinue its rci:Hionship w ith th~ B:tptist Peace Fellow ship umil the organization's 
"stated aims, go:tls and resolutions arc consistent w ith American B:•p tist polic ies.~ 
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