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HOW ADEQUATE POI'ER IS PROVIDED FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN

A STUDY OF THE LOCOK OF EPLRLSIALS : Dr. W 0. Vaught, Jr.

NULBER 22 Irmanuel EBagtist Church

EPIIESIANS S A Yo thtle Roclk, Arkansas
\“J'/U d

CPHESTANS 2:18 "For thrcugh him e ootﬂ have accecs by one Spririt unto

the Father,

In theze passages here in Ephesians we have heen studving the divine
contract, which we call grace. In his essence God ‘is perfect and this,
therefore, means that an inperfect man cannct have fellowship U‘tﬂ a
perfect God. In order for man to have felloushin with God, God’
righteousness and justice nust be satisfied, and this wvas done at the
cross., So because of the cross, God is free to love us in spite of our
sin., Cod is satisZied with the vork Christ did on the cross, and there-
fore, uan becomes reconciled to God. The impossible karrier of sx",
wnicl. ceparated nan from God is, therefore, brolien dowvn by Cod and man
is able to pzass tirough that barrier by having faitl: in Christ. Ilan
can’'t break through that barrier on his own effort and cet to God. If
man ever sets there it has to ke the work of God and not the woxrk of
man. The removal of that barrier is what we call "CRACEY and it is en-
tirely the worl of God. Faith is a non meritorious experience, with
God receiving all the creﬂit,

EPHEEIANS 2:8-9 “For Ly grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yocurselves: it is the gift of Cod: ot of works, lest aany nan

should boast.” ilan Ly man's efforts can never reach Cod. It iz a faith
process all the wav., Delieving is non-meritorious thinking. Once your
salvatiocn is accort.lished vou have a permanent possession and even God
can't and won't take that possession from you. In our human experience
we go up and down, we cet ot and cold, but God is stabilized and he
never changes.

EPHESIZNS 2:18 "For through Lim ve both have access by one ‘€pirit unto
the Fatner.  Thiz is the verse that speaks of how we are stabilized.
The Devil cannot take you out of Jesus Christ, once you are in him,
Here in this verse we begin the introduction to the remainder of this
»ook. These next chapters speak of the angelic conflict vhich shifted
gears once Christ ascended and sat dewn at the righ hand of CGod. The
angelic conflict is now intensified and Gel nmust nrovide assets fox
the dew Testament saints that were not recuirel for 0ld Testazent saints.
The battle has now been intensified. The enphasis here in Ephesians is
on'thﬂ vrovision of the Holy Spirit. The enphasis in Hebrews is on the
‘riezthood of tue Leliever. Thb ermiasig in Colosgians iz oa the in-
&wblllng Christ within the believer. tut they all come back to this
one factor, and that is the intensificatioh of the angelic conflict.

This 18th verse brings us to the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and this
narks the bDeginning of the church age. 'Then Christ vwas getting ready
to asceand he wade an arnazing statement.

ACTS 1.5 "ZTor John truly baptized with vater; but ve shall e haptized
i A : /
with the Holy CGhost not many days hence.®
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In this statement Jesus used a word that comes from the Greek "baptizo",
and it is translated "baptize."™ Back as far as the 2th Century B.C.
Homer used this word to mean "identification.” All Greek writers used
this word to mean identification. The Spartans were said to "baptize
their spears in blood" as a symbol of what theyv would do to their
enemies. The baptism of those spears in blood meant that they were
identified with victory. Euripided used this word to mean identifica«
tion. Jesus said that there were two kinds of baptisms--ritual baptisms
and real baptisms, or wet baptisms and dry baptisms. A ritual baptism
is always connected with water but the real baptisms are not connected
with water, so we call them dry baptisms. "John baptised with water”
and that is a ritual baptism. "Ye shall be bantized with the Holy
Spirit" is a real baptism and is what we call a dry baptism.

LOOK AT THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISM

Baptize means to IDENTIFY: To be made one with. It means something
so identified with something else that its nature or character is
changed, or it REPRESENTS a real change that has already taken place.

I. Real Baptisms: (Actual identification)
A. Baptism of iioses: The children of Israel are identified
with loses and the cloud as they pass through the Red Sea.
1 Cor. 10:1-2

E. Baptism of the Cross or Cup: Matt. 20:22; 2 Cor. 5:21.
Jesus Christ drank the cup filled with our sins—--identified
with our sin and bore it on the cross. He was made sin
for us. 1 Peter 2:24

C. Baptism of the Holy Spirit: (Believer) 1 Cor. 12:13. He
at the point of salvation is placed into the body of Christ.
He is identified then as a believer, as a Christian.
Acts 1:5, Rom. 6:3-4, Gal. 3, Col. 2:12, Eph. 4:5.

D. Baptism of Fire: (Unbelievers) The Baptism of Judgment
at the Second Advent on all unbelievers-~-=battle of Armageddon.
Hatt. 25231 333 3:11l; Luke 3:16; 2 Thess. 1l:7-2

IXI. Ritual Baptisms: Representative identification. TUater is used.
Tlater 1s symbolic of something else, but the individual is
really identified with the water.

A. Baptism of John: Illatthew 3:6, lla. Water is symbolic of
the Kingdom of God which John preached. People, when
baptized by John were indicating, in effect; "I have pre-
viously believed in Christ, I am now symbolizing that id-
entification with His kingdom by baptism.”

B. Baptisi: of Jesus: Unigue Baptism. Uater was used. Jesus
Christ was 40T a sinner. Water is symbolic of the Father's
will. Jesus Christ identified himself with the Father's
will in the execution of salvation. [latt. 3:13=17. 'l
cannot "follow the Lord in baptism” as to His purpose
(securing our redemption) but can in duplication of the
node of his laptism. Dut it is better to never use the
phrase. Also our Lord was obedient to the plan and will of
God, in baptism the believer is obedient to the plan and
will of God.
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C. Baptisa of the believer in the Church Age: HMatt. 28:19
liater represcrvi the percson oi the Lord Jesus Christ.
Believers are identified with Christ in His death, burial,
and resurrection. It symbolizes retroactive and current
positional truth. It is the ritual of the real Daptism of
the Holy Swirit (above). It is thus a picture of Spirit
baptism.

So we have seven baptisms in the Bible, four of them are real and three
of them are ritual. ;

Look at verse 18 again. “For through him we both have access by one
Spirit unto the Father."

"Through him” is "dia"” plus' the genitive and means through the instru-
mentality of him, the Lord Jesus Christ, we Christians, we believers,
both Jews and Centiles, are saved. The word "both" here refers to
born again Jews and CGentiles. These believers "have” and this is a
present, active, indicative of the word "echo"” and it means we keep on
having salvation. The word translated "access" is poorly translated.
It comes from “pros agoge" and really means "admission." The word
“access" means that something is available to you, but the word "admis-
sion"” means that you are already on the inside. This word used to he
used with getting an interview with the king, and in the ancient world
it was quite hard to get an interview with a king. But once you got

it and got on the inside the word used to describe that rocess was
"poros agoge." Wow this is the point right here.

"By one spirit™ is the instrumental case and it means this-~By the
means of one spirit, even the Holy Spirit, we come to be face to face
with the Father.

LOOK NOV AT THE DOCTRIWE OF THE DAPTISI: OF THE EOLY SPIRIT

1. The Baptism of the Spirit did not occur in the OT or in any
previous dispensation. Acts 1:5 (Future tense)

2. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit was prophesied by John the
Baptist. Matt. 3:11; Illark 1:2; Luke 3:16.

3. Baptism of the Holy Spirit was prophesied by Jesus Christ.
John 14:20; Acts 1l:5.

4. liechanics of the Raptism of the Holy Spirit is given in 1 Cor.
12:12. The Holy Spirit enters the believer into union with
Christ at the moment of salvation. The Baptism of the Holy
Spirit happened the first time on the Day of Pentecost.

5. The unification of believers is dependent upon the baptism of
the Holy Spirit (this only occurs at the moment of salvation).

6. The implications of the baptism of the Holy Spirit are given in
Galatians 3:26-28. PRINCIPLE: All social distinctions are
destroyed.

7. The principle of retroactive identification is brought out in
Romans 6:3-4; Col. 2:12.
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The Baptism of the Holy Spirit begins in the Church Age.

Compare: Matt. 16:18 (Says the church is future)
Acts 1l:5, 2:3 (2ctually took place, doesn't say so)
Acts 11:15-17 (REY VERSE - says B/HS took place on
the day of Pentecost)
1 Cor. 12:13, “"one body": The body of Christ,
Col, 1:18

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis for Positional
Truth. (Top Circle) Eph. 1l:3-6

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is not an experience, it is NOT
speaking in tongues or ecstatics. Aorist tense of 1 Cor. 12:13,
once and for all, plus the phrase "we all” (All who believe)

not just some.

In salvation our volition is involved only in our decision to
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. The 5 things that happen at
the moment of salvation are accomplished by God the Holy Spirit
(not us) and these are not experienced.
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