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HO'iv ADEQUATE POFER IS PROVIDED FO:'.1 ~VERY CHRISTIAN 

A STUDY OF THE ::;OOK 
NUi~IBER 22 
EPHESIANS 2~10 

OF EPEBGIAi.iS 

~~efp' .. 

!Jr. ·r:r. O. Vaughtr Jr. 
Irrn:,1anuel r:.:.a:::tist Church 
Little 31.ock ~ .l\r}::ansas 

:CPHESIAi~S 2 ~ 18 
tl1e Father. 11 

11 For thrc.n.1011 him ~ i'Soth have access by one sr-irit unto 

In the:::e ~,assages here in Epr!esians tJe have t ,een studying the divine 
contractu t1hich we call grace. In his essence God •is perfect and this, 
tl1erefore v means that an iuperfect man cannot have fellowshi6 ui th a. 
perfect God. In order for nan t.o have fellm·rnhi:::, ':.·1ith Go:::1.u Goc1°s 
ric,;;htcousness and ju □ tice raust be satisfiedu and this uas done at the 
cross . Go because of the cross, GoJ is free to love u~ in s,ite of our 
sin. God is satisfied with the t1ork Chriot did on the ·cross, and there
fo;r:eu 1.1a11 0ecor,1es reconciled to God. The ir:iposoible barrier o:Z sin~ 
tJhicL. separated nan from God is, thereforeu brol::en doun by God and r.1an 
is a b le to .~-:;ass through that barrier by having faith in Christ. Uan 
can it break throug~i that barrier on his mm effort and get to Co(:. " If 
l".lan ever ,_;;-ets there it has to be the 1;Jork of God and not t;,1.e ~.-mrk cf 
man. The rer01.oval of that barrier is wh.~t Fe call "CHACE 1

' am:'. it is en
tirely the tmrk of CocL Faith io a non"I".".eri torious experience, Fith 
God receiving all the credit. 

EFliBSIR~S 2 ; 8-9 "For by grace are ye savc6 through faithj and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of GoQ; Not of uorks, lest any □an 
should boast. ii i..ian bv nar.. us efforts can never rev.ch Go<'.l. It is a faith 
process all the T,Jay. - Lelievin9 is no:i-meritorious tllinkinq. Once your 
Galvation is accor:r ;linhed vou have a perr.'.l.ane:<.'lt possession anc'1 even Goe,. 
can ut ancl ·uon °t tal-:.:~ that :)o::;·s~osion fror.1 vou. ·· I:'.l our human mtnerience 
·we go up and c.1oun u t:re <::et l:i.ot and cold.u but. God is etabilized anc: he 
never cllanges. 

BPiiECH:lJt':; 2 ·: 18 11 For throucrh hir:.: ue both have access bv one \Spirit unto 
the Fatl:.er. : 'l'his is the ver::-:;c that sneaks of hm,r t-7e are stabilized 0 

1rhe Devil can.not take 3/ou out of Jesus- Christ., once you are in l:.in. 
Here in this verse •;;Je hegin the introC.uction. to the r 1:!nainc-:.er of this 
L;,ook. •..r:-!e;;::ie ne:ii::.t chapters speak of the c1.n9elic conflict tJhich o:·:iifted 
g-ears once Christ ascended and sat c'.mm at the righ hand of Goc1

.• The 
angelic conflict is nov intensified and GcC ~ust 2 rovide assets for 
ti.10 :~Je-,:; 'l'estaneri.t saints that t,rere not re,::;uire~:; for Old Testa::."'.ent saints. 
The :Jattl0 has now been intensified. The e:'.1phasis here in Ephesians is 
on ·t11c ;;rovision of the Holy Spirit. 'I'l".e ez~::)hasis in Ee!,)reus is on the 
;: :d.. e2·:_Jioo,3. of t:,e believer. The errn~: a.si.s ir~·- Cc•lossians i::: on tl:.e in·· 
O.welli11g Christ 'i,Ji thin the believer. But they all come back to this 
one factorv arid that is the intensificatioh o~ the angelic conflict. 

T!:ds l8tl1 verse brings us to the Ba:;?tis.m of the Holy Spirit and ·this 
narks the :x~rJinning of the church ag-e. T-Then Christ t-!cl.fJ getti11cj ready 
to ascend he Llnda an anazing statement. 

ACTS 1; 5 riror John truly ::,aptized v:ith uater;; :Jut ye shall be baptized 
with the Eoly c:1ost not nany days hence. c: 

https://t-!cl.fJ
https://1:!nainc-:.er
https://Fatl:.er
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In this statement J e sus used a wor d that comes from the Greek 11 baptizo 0 
i. 

and it is tronslated "baptize .~ Back as far as the 9th Century B.C. 
Homer used this word to mean '1 identi fication." 1\.11 Greek ·writers used 
this word to mean identification. The Spartans were said to "baptize 
their spears in blood 11 as a symbol of what they would do to their 
enemies. The baptism of those spears in blood meant that they·were 
identified with victory. Euripided used this word to mean identifica
tion. Jesus said that there were b10 kinds of baptisms--ritual baptisms 
and real baptisms, or ~.ret baptisms and dry baptisms. A ritual baptism 
is always connected uith ·water but the real baptisms are not connected 
with water, so we call them dry baptisms. "John baptised with water 11 

and that is a ritual baptism. "Ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit" is a real baptism and is what we call a dry baptism. 

LOOK AT THE DOCTRINE OF EAPTISF-i 

Baptize means to IDENTIFY: To be made one with. It means something 
so identified with something else that its nature or character is 
changed, or it REPRESENTS a real change that has already taken place. 

I. Real Baptisms: (Actual identification) 
A. Baptism of Hoses: The children of Israel are identified 

with i::loses an<l the cloud as they pass through the Red Sea. 
1 Cor. 10~1-2 

B. Baptism of the Cross or Cur.,~ 
Jesus Christ !rank the cup 

Natt. 20~22J 
filled with our 

2 Cor. 5;2L 
sins--identified 

with our sin and bore it on the cross. He was made sin 
for us. 1 Peter 2~24 

c . Baptism of the Holy Spirit~ (Believer) 1 Cor. 12 ~13. He 
at the point of salvation is placed into the body of Christ. 
He is identified then as a believer, as a Christian. 
Acts 1~5, Rom. 6~3-4, Gal. 3, Col. 2gl2, Eph. 4~5. 

D. Baptism of Fire~ (Unbelievers) The Baptism of Judgment 
at the Second Advent on all unbelievers--battle of Armageddon. 
rlatt. 25 ; 3lu 33t 3~11; Luke 3~16, 2 Thess. 1~7-9 

II. Ritual Baptisms; Representative identification. Eater is used. 
Water is symbolic of something else, but the individual is 
really identified with the water. 

A. Baptism of John ~ r:atthew 3 ~ 6 .- lla. l'Jater is symbolic of 
the Kingdom of God which John preached. People, when 
baptized. by John ,::ere indicating u in effect, "I have pre
viously believed in Christ, I am now syrnboli~ing that id
entification 'l';Jith His kingdom by baptism. 11 

B. Baptis1:: of Jesus: Unique Baptism. nater ,;,1as used. Jesus 
Cl'lrist ':,ms i.WT a sinner. t'Jater 1.s symbolic of the Father's 
will. Jesus Christ identified himself with the Father 0 s 
will in the execution of salvation. I1att. 3~13-17. ~Je 
cannot "follow the Lord in baptism'' as to His purpose 
(securing our redemption) but can in duplication of the 

raode of his Liaptisr.1. But it is better to never use the 
phrase. Also our Lord t•;ras obedient to the plan and will of 
God, in baptism the believer is obedient to the plan and 
will of God. 
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C. Dapti~1::.1 of th~ believer in the Church Age: natt. 28 ~ 19 
vJater 1~epre:::;0r~-{-. :; tbe r,e:::-so:u. o::~ the Lord Jeous Christ. 
Believers are identifierl w·i th Christ in His death, burial, 
and resurrection. It symbolizes retroactive ·ancl current 
positional truth. It is the ritual of the real Baptism of 
the Holy S~irit (above). It is thus a picture of Spirit 
baptism. 

So ,-,e have seven baptisms in the Bible, four of them are real and three 
of them are ritual. 
Look at verse 18 again. "For through him 't<·Te both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father." 
11 Through him" is "dia 11 plus·the genitive and means through the instru·
mentality of him, the Lord· Jesus Christ,· we Christians, we believ·ers, 
both Jews and Gentiles, are saved. The word 11 both 11 ht",:re ref~rs to 
born again Jews and Gentiles. These believers "have II and t:1is is a 
presentv activeg indicative of the word "echo 11 and it means we keep on 
having salvation. The word ·translated "access"· is poorly translr.1ted. 
It comes fi·om 11 pros agoge 11 and really means "admission." The word 
0 access" means that something is available to you, but the word "admis
sion" means that you ar-e already on the inside. 'J'his word used to be 
used with getting an interview with the king, and in the ancient world 
it was quite hard to get an interview with a king. But once you got 
it and got on the inside the word used to c.1escrib"3 that ~n:ocess ·was 
•;pros agoge. 11 Now this is the point right hereo 
"By one spirit 11 is the instrumental case and it means this--By the 
means of one spiritg even the Holy Spirit 1 we come to be face to face 
·with the Father. 

LOOK Nrn·! AT THE DOCTRnm OF THE BAPTISii OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

1. The Baptisr,1 of the Spirit did not occur in the OT or in any 
previous dispensation. Acts 1:5 (Future tense) 

2. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit was prophesied by John the 
Baptist. natto 3gl1, I-lark 1:8; Luke 3~16. 

3. Baptism of the Holy Spirit t.ras prophesied by Jesus Christ. 
John 14~20~ Acts 1~5. 

4. rlechanics of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is given in 1 Cor. 
12~13. The Holy Spirit enters the believer into union with 
Christ at the moment of salvation. The Baptism of the Holy
Spirit happened the first time on the Day of Pentecost. 

s. The unification of believers is dependent upon the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit (this only occurs at the moment of salvation). 

6. The implications of the baptisri.1 of the Holy Spirit are given in 
Galatians 3~26-28. PRINCIPLE~ All social distinctions are 
destroyed. 

7. The principle of retroactive identification is brought out in 
Romans 6~3-4; Col. 2~12. 
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""' 

80 The Baptisr::t of the Holy Spirit begins in the Church Age. 

Compare: Matt. 16~18 (Says the church is future) 
Acts lg5, 2:3 (Actually took place, doesn't say so) 
Acts ll glS-17 (KEY VERSE - says B/HS took place on 

the day of Pentecost) 
1 Cor. l2gl3, 11 one body"~ The body of Christ, 

Col. 1:18 

9. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis for Positional 
Truth. (Top Circle) Eph. 1:3-6 

10. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is not an experience, it is NOT 
speaking in tongues or ecstatics. Aorist tense of 1 Cor. 12~13, 
once and for all, plus the phrase "we all 11 (All who believe) 
not just some. 

In salvation our volition is involved only in our decision to 
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. The 5 things that happen at 
the moment of salvation are accomplished by God the Holy Spirit 
(not us) and these are not experienced. 
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