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LOOKING IN THE .MIRROR--THEN FORGETTING tvl·IAT YOU SAv,7 

A STUDY OF T.HE BOOK OF JAflES Dr. W. o. Vaught 
NUMBER 12 Immanuel Baptist Church 
JANES 1:22-25 Little Rock, Arkansas 

JAHES 1~22-25 - "But be ye doers of the-word, and not hearers only, de­
ceiving· .your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a 
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glassg For 
he beholdeth himself, and goeth his wayr and straightway forgetteth 
what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but 
a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed." 

In our last study we saw in• verse 22 that we have to be hearers before 
we can be doers. A doer is a believer .who gets Bible doctrine out of 
his mind and stores it in his human spir,it so he can apply what he 
knows to every situation of life. Now this is not the doing of "good 
deeds" but a "doer of the Hord." t'Jhen we build a structure of doctrine 
in our human spirits, then we have the necessary ingredients from which 
Christian character is .developed.· Don 9 t let anyone sell you on the 
idea that you don 1 t need doctrine, that you just need to get out and 
go to work. That has been one of the major problems of the church 
throughout history. Hore of our problems have arisen from this one 
idea than from almost any other error we have made. No doctrine app­
lied means no "doing of the !'Jord. " You may be doing a program with a 
lot of overt activity, but it doesn't mean a thing as far as doing the 
·will of God is concerned. We are to keep on being doers· of the l'Jord 
and not hearers only. ',I'his means that doctrine has not only been hearc 
but by the aicl of the Holy Spirit, it has been cycled into the human 
spirit and is on · the launching pad ready for constant use. 

Hhen we are in the process of objective learning, we are indeed doing 
what God wants us to do, but to stop there is indeed tragic. Thatus 
like going to London to see the Queen but seeing a mouse under the 
chair instead. 

Hearers only 
In our last study we saw that word "only." That word "only" means 
that hearing is indeed a bona fide activity, but if it stops there, 
then ·we deceive ourselves. This is like trying to fire a gun without 
moving the shell over into the barrel! where ·the trigger can hit the 
cap and cause it to · explode. Doing the Word of God is not a system of 
Christian works, but it is applying the nord of God to every circum­
stance of life. 

JAM:ES 1 : 23 °For if any be a hearer of the ·word, and not a doer, he is 
like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 11 In these next 
three verses James is going to illustrate the t.ragedy of learning doc­
trine and then walking away from it without doing it in daily living. 
This "if" here is a first class condition and it means 11 If, and it is 
true. 11 It was true in James v day and it is true in our day. We have 
hearers who never become.doers. The "any" is. 11 tis" and it refers here 
to any believer. If any believer priest takes in Bible doctrine--and 
every one can. Now he may not comDletely understand it, but he can 
take it in. The word for hearer is ~akroates" and it means it is 
heard, it goes into the soul. But if he is not a doer, and the word it 
11 poietes 11 and this means he is in reversionism and rebellion and re­
fuses to go on and transfer what he knows into his human spirit and be· 
gin to live from this overflow in his spirit. 
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These are the .people who get bored with doctrine and they go negative 
and thus they fail to grow and mature. This is what we call "pseudo 
reversionism. 11 People ·1,1ill go along learning for a while and then they 
become discouraged and lose interest in learning and they hit a period 
of reversionism. (This is exactly what David did for almost a year 
after he committed his great sins of murder and adultery.) This is the 
true picture of multitudes of church members who once heard and were 
excited about itv but now have settled back into that "don°t care 11 at­
titude and they are refusing to grow up. 

To be a hearer and not a doer is the one who can talk a good case, can 
~uote scripturev can even talk intelligently about doctrine, but he 
isn 1 t a doer. The principle James is here setting forth is an acqurate 
picture of millions of believers in every century. 
He says 11 he is like(' and this is a perfect tense of •11 eoika" and it 
means this principle always works out this way. People appear to be 
interestedv they hear doctrine and appear to take it in, but they are 
stuck on hearing but they never get any farther than that. They are 
the people who are going nowhere in a hurryv and five or ten years 
later they are still '0 hearers" and they never become 11 doers. 11 They 
actually resent any attempt that is made to prod them on into spirit­
ual growth. The word for man here is 11 aner 11 and it means a nobleman, 
a man born into the nobility of a believer, a man ·who is a born again 
chil<l of God. So this analogy is for believers only. The word behold· 
ing is a present, active, participle of "katanoeo '' and it means to loo~ 
at something and think in terms of a certain norm or standard. RememM 
ber that the figure here is · an illustration of looking in a mirror and 
the one looking sees himself and thinks about what he-sees. But the 
looking in the mirror is just for a short period and then one walks 
away and gets busy doing other things, begins to concentrate on other 
things , anc'i. beg ins to forget how he looked in that mirror. 
This w.ord nbeholding your face " is compared to learning doctrine in 
your mind. You move on to other things and forget what you learned be"· 
cause you stopped at the "hearing stage" and never moved on to the 
11 uoing stage . 11 rirn a 9lass" cones from "en esoptron" and it means a 
clear mirror that gives a true picture of yourself. Now this is -the 
hearer. You have the true picture. You have seen the truth in the 
mirror of the Word of Goe!. 

J l\i-lES 1 ~ 24 11 For he beholdeth hinself-,. and goeth his way, . and straight··· 
vay f orge t teth what manner of man he was. 11 Fo_r he beholdeth, and the 
word is 11 katanoeo " but here it is an aorist tense and it means you 
stood in front of the mirror long enough so you can get an accurate 
p icture of yourself .. This means you stood in front of doctrinal truth 
long enough so you learned it. Then this verse says, "And goeth his 
wayi1 

. and the word is 11 aperchomai 11 .and it means to departo This is 
James O illustration of the man \"!ho looked long enough to learn doct­
rine, to get it into his miI).d, but then he stopped there. T_hat is 
doctrine in the mind only. It means you J---:.now the doctrine so YOU can 
give it back to others. You can parrot scripture 1 you have memorized 
the words. nut you can°t use them or apply them for they are in your 
soul only . . They are in the left lobe of your mind onlyg and have 
never been transferred over into the right lobev the human spirit so 
you can use them. 
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You hav~ walked off from th~,mirro.r. It is· exactly like.the man who 
comes, to chur.ch once a ·v!eeli:,., ·· lociJ.d:; doctrine in the face,., then walks 

. 'l ,' I ' ' •• 

away and on q onday., Tu.esday i- · ect. , he forgets '1:Jha t he oa1;-?. You c.'ti,r:1 1 t 
learn doctrine that you can use th:at way •. The perfect ten~.e here~: 
means you have.gotten it in your mind 1 but you kee~ it the~e and rieyer 
transfer it to the l_aunch3:-ng pad. :!;or us·e. This is superficial Christ-. 
ianity. This ~erson g6es his·~ay·and is attracted by other things. 
The mirror re~_1resents· the Hord of Godv and looking into the mirror is 
an illustration of the time you spend studying the Hord. Then you turn 
and leave it and forget what you saw in the Hord. 

It says / Straighb,.ray" and this is 'an adverb "euth~o~ 11 
· and it means im~. 

medi'atel'y. Forgettin:g is a:t:1 aorist, r.1idd ie•, indic·ative of 11 epilanth- ._,' 
anomai 1

' and it mearis to dis.regard, to ignore i,hat you ·1earned. You g·o. 
a1;•1ay from <,loctrine and di;;regara. it. The word for that is "h,opoi•os." 
It means what speciesu what category. 

A good twentieth centuxv illustration. _ 
He have many alcoholics and clq.1.g addicts in our '.. country. They once 
st.Qod b~for·e a mirro:r. a.nu sa~,,. _ther:i.selves. Dut iii the interven;j.n,g,.-yearE• 
the·y <have gone throµgh alco.hol'is~t .or drug addict~ion and '·their. _image 
has 'l:ieen. c '.omp,l'e"t,ely_.-~h~n9ed. .Nqw they_ return to the r1irror and in 
shocking librror the"y see themselves and can 1 t believe it. They ex­
claimv i:can I actually look like that?" Now this is the illustration· 
James g i v~s.. us here for the, man who heard. do.ctrine and .then walks away 
from it and never bec9mes a doer: of l'Jha,t he has heard. He took in doc·· 
trine '9nc~f but he f~.11 on a period of disregard 'a,nc1 n~gleb.t •. 

Now James gives us the contrast to all this in v~rse 25. 
J.AllES 1 ~ 25 ":Cut uhoso looketh into the perfect lal1 of liberty, ancl 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
workv this rnan shall be blessed in. his deed.'' 11 Lookin0" here is an 
aoristu active, participle of 1'Parakuptot1 It r.ieans to stoop down anq.• 

examine something carefully, it means to concentrate, to look into 
sor.1ethin~J tlith positive volition. (This same verb is used for Peter 
stooping down and looJ;:ing intently into the ert1pty tomb. Peter himself 
used this sane verb in 1 Peter 1:12 when he described angels bending 
uown and. lookin~:r intently at mankind anc1 concentrating on everything 
nan is doing. It is a picture of angels watching men so they will 
know how to battle with them in the angelic conflict.) So this verb 
describes the transferrinq cloctrine from the hearing stage to the do .. 
ing stag-e. 
The ~ord for "perfect'' is "teleios" and this refers to the edification 
complex that has been erected in the human spirit. The believer con­
centrates on doctrinev and then he builds, and builds, and builds and 
finally he has erected this great structure of faith and truth in his 
human spirit. 
'I'he word ai law" is nnomos" and refers to the Canon of Scrir,ture and it 
refers to its function, its objective. The word is called ''libertv" 
and is from 11 eleutheria'; because it brings freedom to love Jesus Christ 
to love God, and to function under happiness. 
Then James says "to continue" and it is an aorist, active, participl~ 
of 11 paraueno'' and it means consistencyv it means keeping onv it means 
not giving up. It means day after day after day continuing in the l'Jorcl 
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'l'he words "he being" i;s· an aorist v active v participle of "ginomai" and 
it means to become something you ·11ave not been before. So this one 
keeps on being ·not a forg·etful hearer. It really says '' a hearer of 
forgetfulness" and is from '' epilesmoneei and it neans to blot out some-­
thing that you knew. The emotional revolt of the soul and negative 
volition just cut the flow of truth off. But if you do just the oppo­
site and don't let this happen, .then you keep on learning and trans­
ferring· truth to your spirit and eventually you ,-Jill becor.i.e a "doer of 
the word." 

Happiness The Result 
Ja~es says that the result of this process is happiness. He says, . 
11 shall ' be '1 and that is a future, active, indicative of 11 eimi" and it 
means it will alway-s happen this way:. -The word for happiness is 
nmakarios" and this refers to God's kind of happiness. 
It then says "happiness in his deeds" and it is en plu the locative of 
11 poiesis. 11 

So a correct reading of this last verse is something like this--
11But the one having. looked intently, the one having concentrated, on 
the law of ·freedom which produces r:1aturityv and having persisted, the 
one havin9 become not a hearer and just stopping there, but goes on 
to doing divine good, this one shall be happy in all the action of _ 
his deeds." 

So let us end with this auesioni Have you looked in the mirror of 
God's Hord and then gone off and forgotten what you sa,-, there? Or 
have you persisted, have you kept on keeping on, until you have become 
happy in all your deeds? 

, .. . 
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