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A TEENAGER'S DECISION THAT CHANGED THE WORLD

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL Dr. W. 0. Vaught, Jr.
DANIEL 1:8-21 Immanuel Baptist Church
NUMBER 2 Little Rock, Arkansas

In our last study we saw how the Chaldean Empire tried their brainwashing technique on
these young Hebrews. We studied how the Chaldean Empire rose from obscurity and how
Nebuchadnezzar and Nabo-Polassar won the Battle of Carchemish and defeated Nineveh
and Assyria and established the Chaldean Empire.

DANIEL 1:8 ‘“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with
the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he re-
quested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself." Nebuchadnezza:
thought that in three years he could wash out of their minds all they had learned in
Palestine and place the culture and wisdom of the Chaldeans in them. He was determinec
to make these fantastic young Hebrews into the master minds of his State Department.
But notice that Daniel and his friends had other plans. The turning of the tide
started here in verse 8. These four young teenagers stand out and one of them made a
decision. He made a decision that required him to do something different than the
crowd and do it under terrific pressure. Remember that teenagers are herd bourd. When
one drives a car, they all want to drive a car; when one gets a motorcycle they all
want motorcycles; when one wears blue jeans, they all want to wear blue jeans and white
sccks and black shoes; when one wears a certain kind of T-shirt or sweatshirt, they
all want to wear the same; and when one wears long hair, they all want to wear long
hair. Now it is quite easy to understand this but it is not for the making of great
men. One curse that has fallen on the American educational system is that we are grinc
ing out young people in molds. They use the same kind of toothpaste, they drive the
same kind of cars, they listen to the same kind of music, they have a passionate dread
of being different from anyone else, and as a result, we are grinding out mediocre
individuals. It may be that the hardest problem facing teenagers today is to break
through their herd-bound barrier and do what they know is right. When great pressure
came to these boys, they not only had knowledge of coctrine in their minds, but they
had the courage to stand by their convictions. It says, 'Daniel purposed” and it
simply means that he made a decision. It might do us good for just a minute to go back

into Deuteronomy and recall some of the training that had been given them.
Deut. 8:11-14

Deut. 6:5-15

Daniel made a decision in his frontal lobe and he applied the doctrine he knew to the
situation. Daniel had quickly made friends with the chief eunuch who was in chagge.
His decision was based on the fact that he had been taught not to eat food that had
been offered to idols and drink wine that had been poured out on the principle of
making a libation.

Deut. 32:37-38

Daniel determined that he would act on the basis of his knowledge of the Word of God
and he would not succumb to the customs around him. Conforming to the customs around
you is one of the paths that leads many to destruction.

DANIEL 1:9 '"Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince
of the eunuchs." The words "Tender love'" here refer to emotional love. This chief
Eunuch had become emotionally attached to Daniel. It is an emotional love, not a love
of stability. Any love that is built on emotion is dangerous. But he was really
taken with Daniel and Daniel had made a tremendous impression on him. He realized
that Daniel was different. (One of the mottoes that had such a great impact on my
student generation was '"Dare To Be Different For Christ.')
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DANIEL 1:10 "And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Duniel, I fear my lord the

king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces
worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endange
my head to the king." I call this sympathetic vacillation. What can you expect

from the action of a man who is built on emotion? You can't be a stable person and
live on emotion. And even though the chief eunuch loved Daniel he couldn't go along
with him. We read, "He feared his Lord, the King." The Prince of the Eunuchs was
about the third man in the empire and he had great power and fantastic influence.

But please notice this--HE WAS A FRIGHTENED PERSON. He had his eyes on Nebuchadnezzar
and when you are filled with fear, you can't be stabilized.

"Worse liking'" and this means less healthy. There are certain kinds of food that make
you less healthy. 'Carbonated drinks and candy and potato chips and all kinds of starc!
and white bread, but this is what most teenagers like. As a matter of fact, I am con-
cerned about the diet of young Americans today. It is about time that someone took
young people aside today and told them how they should eat. Even the Word of God re-
cognizes the right kind of a diet. If you want to have a complexion that speaks of

a rich starchy diet, then you can have it. Daniel here took a stand on the right kind
of a diet and he is not going to eat all that rich starchy food and drink that wine

of the king's palace. The Hebrew says here that "worse liking" means "less healthy."
The eunuch was afraid that Nebuchadnezzar would find these boys looking so thin and
pale and he would chop his head off. He is more concerned about his position than he
is about what is right. The eunuch was a frightened person. Let us get this princi-
ple from verses nine and ten. People in places of high authority are just as fright-
ened as people in lower stations of life. There is no security in positions of great
power and leadership. Daniel was a persistent type of an individual and he held to
his convictions. Daniel was gung ho for doctrine and truth.

DANIEL 1:11 "Then said Daniel to Melzar whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,'" Evidently all the Jewish boys that had bee
brought to Babylon were divided up into groups of four each. Melzar, the steward who
served them food and cared for them, realized he was responsible for what happened
here. But Daniel was not discouraged for he had been properly trained. He knew where
he stood. He knew the rules of the game and he wasn't about to discard those rules
for those he had not tried.

DANIEL 1:12 "Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us
pulse to eat, and water to drink." Daniel wanted a ten-day trial period. He wanted
the diet tried out for ten days. He asked that they be given vegetables for ten days
and water to drink. The word for '"pulse" here means vegetables.. Now I suppose that
no children especially like lettuce and greens and spinach and brussel sprouts. Well,
no Chaldeans ate like that! And remember, they were trying to make Chaldeans out of
these young aristocrats.

DANIEL 1:13 "Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the counte-

nance of the children that eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest,
deal with thy servants." So here Daniel spelled out his proposition. He was call-
ing for a ten-day test and he was willing to abide by the results at the end of the

ten-day period.

DANIEL 1:14 '"So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days."
This Melzar was evidently a good sport and he went along with Daniel's ten-day trial
test.

DANIEL 1:15 "And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatt
in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat."
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"Fairer" really means ‘beavtiful." Co this vewse says “hat at the 2nd of ten days
their faces were beautiful. They had a marvelnus color. 'Fatter" isn't fatter but

it means “'firmer." Ti meanc that e textvre of treir rkin was firmer. The diet *they
had had for ten deys cdeveloped firmer flesh. Semething we can ali do without is "fat
rlesh.™ So these sound young men. by yoing the sensible Bible way, came out on top.
They were eating things that were healthy and they wers Jloing it God's way. God
honored their Biblicrl stand and it even showed in theix faces-

DANIEL 1:16 "Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they
should drink; and gave them pulse." S$o here is the victovy of #aith. So for three
years they had a fanLas“lc diet. They won going Cod's way. They knew that it wes
wrong to eat that vich food that had b:en sffered to idols and to drink *hat wine.
Daniel and his companion refused to go that way and as a result they nad amazing liver
and long livas. As a result, Daniel became one of the great~ct men of ail times. It
was vegetables versus the rich starchy food o7 the Kiug. he went God's way ana woi
out in the end. They remembered the teaching of Deut. 3 and 8 and 11 and tbey lived
by what they had learned. Nebuchadnezzar nad brought auite a large rumber cf “een-
agers back tc Babylion, but we only iemember four of them. IThe others passed into
obscurity.

Now we have come to that section where we s*udy thc thres-year test pericd and see
the results.

DANIEL i.17 "As foxr these four children, God gave them mowtedge and skill in all
learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in ALl visions and dxeams."

The word for childrer hLere meane “tecenager." 72od gave them knowledge. OJud psrovided
for them doctrine. They had the writings of Jeremiah and Zeiigh aud *they passed
through “hat thres-yezr brainwashing “es® znd rhey came out ca top. They graduated
at the top of the class av+er the three-vear crash progrzm. When believars begin tc
learn docirine categorically, it effects chem academicalily. If you apply yourself ir
Bible study, then you apply vouzself in other areas. %thave s 3 very vital relation:
ship between the two. The result cof their devotion to truth and wisdom in one realm
spilled over into another reaim. Daniel, in addition %o tLe gifts of the ctizrs, wvie
also a gifted prophet. God gave him this special talciit.

DANIEL L:18 '"Now at iie 2nd of the days tha: the king had said he should bring them
in, then the princze of tae eunuchs brought them in before N=buchadnezzar." WHow we
skip over the next three years, from 6G5 tc 602 B8.C. TIn that period -hey learned the
culture of the Chaldeans. At the end of that time, they were abovt +o graduate and
be led before the king.

DANIEL 1:19 "And the king communed witn them; and among them all was found none like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azarish: therefore stood they before the king."

Now at last final exams camc. Now how de you get weady fer final exams? Well, 1711
tell you. Learn your lesson cvery dey auc don't qui* until you have learned that
lesson for that day. Then learm the lesson for the next day. Nsver go out to have
fun or run around until your icsson has peea finishea., (Many face what they call
"dead week" by staying up all night, bv dxinking ammornis coxes aud by eating canned
heat, and in that way they tiy te leasin in one night what “hey should have been learn-
ing all through the texm.) Thesze four bovs in our story were studving the Chaldean
system but they were taking in doctrire aaily as well. And when final exams came,
they finished Magna Cum Taude, Cum Laucde, Cuin Laude, and Uvm Laude. Taniel was No. 1
and the others ware right behind hixm. Thare is a verv definite connection between
academic exc2llence and spiritual excelience. Uf vou store the truth away every day,
then when the final exam comes, you sr2 readv for it.

The word "communed'" means that the king 2vamined them z2ud ancng ail of thew none was
found like Daniel. Hananish, Mishael, and Azarizh. It mcans that they got the best
jobs in the state department..
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DANIZL 1:20 "And in 2il matters oFf wisdom anc urderstanding, that tie king inquived
of them, he found them ten times Leiter thzn all the magicians and astxologersc that
were in all his realm.” MNebuchadnrezzar found thes= boirs ten times better than all
the others who were in his reelm. They were sven batter than his magicians and astr.
iogers. The Chaldean government had foir sections of their state department and two
of them are mentioned here. God usa3 men nt' the Woxd. These men took in the Word of
Cod and when the exams came they wexs ready.

DANIZL 1:21 And Daniel continued even unto the first yesr of king Cyrus.'" This
mesns that Daniel continued until he was a very old man, vatil +he time of King Cyrus
which was 538 B.C. God uses prepared men.

NINE LESSONS FRCM DAN:EL 1

1. Cod disciplines in time. We saw thai 7rom what 'iappened to tne Jews in the
applicetion of the firth cycle of diccipline to them in Daniel 1:1.

2,0 Reljgion seeks to brainwash the true Christian &nd ovscure doctrine ando
chenge Christian charactex. Verse %o

3. Divine viewpeint in the frontal lote wasulis in right decisions. Verse 8

4.0 Peonle of great authority and higa position ax2 often frigntened people.o
The more people know about all that ic involved in high places of leadershipo
nuite often *he more they are frighiened. There is nc gsecurity in holdingo
high office or wielding great power. Verune IV

5. Perception of Bibie dcctrine means pzrception of aczdemic truth as well.o
Vsrse 170

6. fod honors those who put the Woxrd of God first.
7.0 God uses prepaved men. Vei'sz 200
8. God honors faithfulness. Verse 21
9. God never leaves himself without witness.
The Chaldean Empire was on the way up and they went on positive volition
at the point of God-consciousness. Daniel and thzsa three friends were being

prezared by God =c they could give the gerspel to mary of them, and before
it was all over, thousands were wraached.
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