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On the cover
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Although citizens of the United States will
celebrate their national day of Thanksgiving
Nov. 27, every day should be a day of thanks-
giving for the Christian. Beginning each day
with God is part of the lifestyle of thanks-
giving practiced by Bill and Jerrie Partee,
members of LaBelle Haven Church, Mem-
phis, Tenn.

In this issue
5 tax reform and you

How will the sweeping changes in the U.S Tax
Code recently enacted by Congress affect
you? Larry Page, vice-president of the Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation, begins a four-part
series on the Tax Reform Act of 1986.

10 combatting drugs

With challenges for young people to “/Just Say +

No,”" a campaign has begun across the United
States to fight back against the drug and
alcohol epidemic sweeping our nation’s
youth.
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Eudora man victim of apparent murder

Earl Verser, a deacon at First Church,
Eudora, was found dead at his home Oct.
31. He apparently died from a blow to the
head suffered during a robbery attempt in
which several guns and his automobile were
stolen. The car was recovered later in Fort
Worth, Texas. A young man is being held by
police in connection with the incident.

Verser was serving as chairman of
Quachita Baptist University Development
Council Campaign to raise funds to expand
and update OBU'’s Riley Library. He had
served as an OBU trustee for 12 years and
was chairman four of those years.

Verser also had served as a volunteer in
the AMAR project, serving as a lay preacher
and singer in Brazil.

He was a graduate of Lonoke High School
and attended OBU in 1946-47. He had serv-
ed in the U.S. Marine Corps for three years,
was a farmer and an officer in the Eudora
Bank. He was director of Arkansas Rural En-
dowment Board.

He was preceded in death in 1984 by his
wife, Mollie Trimble Verser. Survivors include
five children, Ann Verser Swift, Joyce Verser
Poole, Jane Verser Galbo, Karen Verser, and
Earl Ed Verser.

OBU homecoming activities slated Nov. 14-15

ARKADELPHIA—Homecoming activities
at Ouachita Baptist University have been
scheduled for the weekend of Nov. 14-15.
Reunion gatherings, a parade, soccer game,
football game, a Christian music concert,
social events, and an alumni buffet are some
of the events being coordinated by the
Ouachita Former Students Association and
the OBU Student Senate, co-sponsors of
homecoming week activities.

Leon Patillo, a contemporary Christian
music vocalist will be the featured concert
artist at Ouachita on Nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m.

in the Sturgis Physical Education Center.
General admission seating is available. For
more information on the concert, contact
Scott Bryant, assistant director of student ac-
tivities at OBU, P. O. Box 3793, Arkadelphia,
AR 71923: (501) 246-4531, ext. 539.

Persons desiring more information concer-
ning homecoming tickets to the football
game in reunion blocks or other aspects of
homecoming should contact Carbon Sims,
associate director of alumni affairs and place-
ment at OBU, P. O. Box 3762, Arkadelphia,
AR 71923; (501) 246-4531, ext. 576.

HMB needs information on retired chaplains

Huey Perry, director of chaplaincy division
of the Home Mission Board, is attempting
to update the mailing list of retired Southern
Baptist chaplains who were endorsed by the
Chaplains Commission of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. In order to improve contact,
Perry requests those retired chaplains in

Wynne noteburning—East Church in Wynne held a service Sept. 28 to celebrate

Arkansas to provide the division with the fol-
lowing: name, mailing address, category of
chaplaincy, years served (datewise), and year
of retirement. The information should be
sent to: Huey Perry, Director, Chaplaincy
Division, Home Mission Board, 1350 Spring
Street, NW, Atlanta, GA 30367-5601.

Photo by Mike Douglas, Wynne Progress

Lo s

payment of a $40,000 indebtedness on its educational building and fellowship hall.
The church received financial assistance from the Arkansas Baptist State Convention
Revolving Loan Fund. Pastor Gary Akers (third from left) and building comittee members

burned the note.
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Provid_ing for pastors and staff

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

Most of our churches are doing a far better job in supporting
their pastors than they were in the past. Perhaps the greatest pro-
blem currently is the so called ““package support” for pastors and
staff members.

When a church uses the “package support” method it will
say to its pastor or staff member, ‘“You have a certain amount of
money which you candivide in any way you desire.” For exam-
ple, a church may offer $25,000 to its pastor as a “’package.” From
this package he is to determine the amount he desires for salary,
mileage, insurance, and retirement. This method makes the
church'’s support of its pastor or staff member look good but, in
reality does not properly support the minister.

First, when a pastor visits the hospital or the lost he is minister-
ing for the church. All business mileage should be cared for out-
side of the pastor’s salary. When a church takes a minister’s pro-
fessional or business mileage from his package, it is asking the
pastor to pay for the privilege of doing the church’s work. We
would estimate that a majority of pastors would drive 1,500 miles
per month. Conservatively it costs 20 cents per mile to operate
a car or $3,600 per year.

The Annuity Board recommends that a pastor place 10 per-
cent of his income in retirement. Failure to do so will result in
an inadequate retirement and will mean that an individual who
has served the Lord all of his life will live out his latter years with
insufficient income. Ten percent of $25,000 is $2,500.

It is absolutely imperative that an individual have adequate
hospital insurance. Hospital insurances vary greatly in cost. Pro-
bably an average cost for a family of four would be $250 per month
or $3,000 per year.

Finally, if the church does not provide a parsonage a pastor
must devote a portion of his salary to housing. If a congregation
does provide a house for the minister money must be laid aside
in order to make it possible to purchase a house when he retires.
Currently the Internal Revenue Service allows a minister to place
25 percent of his cash income for housing, provided he can justify
this expenditure. If a pastor takes 25 percent of a $25,000 salary
it would be $6,250. For our purposes let us suppose that his hous-
ing payments are $300 a month and his utilities $150 (both of these
figures are minimal in today’s economy). This would amount to
$5,400.

After all of these figures are deducted from a $25,000 salary
it leaves a salary of $10,500 or a weekly income of $192.31. It
is virtually impossible for a family of four to live on this income.

Each church should recognize that the pastor has expenses

that the average individual does not have. For example he is ex-
pected to wear suits more often than most of the congregation.

The principle of proper support for a man of God has long
been recognized. The Jews stressed the importance of caring for
their vocational religious leaders before the time of Christ. Rabbi
Jacaman stated that it was the duty of every Jewish community
to support a rabbi, particularly as he naturally neglected his own
affairs to concentrate on the things of God.

Christ emphasized the spiritual duty of his followers to care
for those whom he called into his ministry. When he sent out the
twelve apostles as workers, Jesus said, “Provide neither gold, nor
silver, nor brass in your purses. . . for the workman is worthy of
his meat” (Matt. 10:9-10).

Paul emphasized the necessity of caring for those who are in-
volved in the proclamation of the gospel. The apostle declared,
““Even so did the Lord ordain that they which proclaim the gospel
should live by the gospel” (I Cor. 9:14).

The question arises, ““How much should a church pay its
pastor?”’ Obviously, it is impossible to recompense a man for his
spiritual services, for no one can value an eternal soul. Further,
it might be difficult to pay a servant of God for the actual hours
of service which he renders. He is to be present, to preach and
teach, to give comfort at times of sorrow, to assist in times of joy,
to counsel, to visit, and most of all, to witness to the lost.

The pastor should be paid at least as well as the average per-
son in the community. Information on the effective buying power
per family can be obtained through the Chamber of Commerce,
Wallace Building, Little Rock. These statistics can be obtained on
a county basis and will prove exceedingly helpful. Usually, if an
average per family estimate is attempted without benefit of such
information, the figure will be too low.

All that has been said about the pastor’s salary holds true for
the church staff worker and for the asssociational director of mis-
sions. Perhaps, associational DOM's, as a group, are the most
underpaid full-time religious workers in the state. This is particularly
true when we consider the load they carry and the importance
of their task.

Each church should strive to properly care for its pastor and
staff. Monetary renumeration is one way a congregation can ex-
press appreciation for those who serve. In providing care for your
church staff, in a very real sense, you are reflecting the love of
God. Jesus said, ““In as much as you have done it unto one of
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt.
25:40).
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Daniel R. Grant

One layman’s opinion

On being bold with billions

It's embarrassing to confess that | don't
always practice what | preach. 1 am reluc-
tant to make the confession but it is almost
a requirement for writing this column. The
truth is that | was “’studying’’ in Ouachita’s
required weekly chapel instead of giving my
full attention to the speaker.

Actually, | had taken out paper and pen
and was carefully writing down several
maintenance and custodial needs of Mitchell
Auditorium as our distinguished speaker,
Avery Willis, began to tell Ouachita students
about the beginnings of the MasterLife pro-
gram. It is more than just a little embarrass-
ing now to admit that the custodial needs
of Mitchell Auditorium seemed more impor-
tant to me than following my regular advice
to students on giving courteous attention to
the chapel speaker. This is especially true
since it was Avery Willis talking about

Christ’s plan for winning the world.

It was only when Willis asked rather blunt-
ly, “Do you know how many people one
billion are?”” that | tuned in. | thought | knew
the answer to that one until | heard him say
that, if the early Christians had begun bap-
tizing one person every minute from then
until the present, we still would have bap-
tized only about one billion of the world’s
4.5 billion people. To the reply that mass
evangelism and more pentecostal revivals are
the answer, he informed us that if there had
been a new Pentecost of 3,000 souls saved
every day from the time of Abraham until
the year 2000 A. D., this still would not be
enough to reach the world for Christ.

As you might guess, Avery Willis then led
us back to the Great Commission as God’s
plan for reaching the entire world for Christ.
The plan is unbelievably simple—that every

Rita Spillyards

Woman'’s viewpoint

5
A special touch

Sometimes | teach the 12th grade girls in
Sunday School at our church. Sometimes
they teach me! I'd like to think a little of both
occurred the morning our lesson was about
Jesus healing the leper. ,

All three accounts (Mat. 8, Mark 1, and
Luke 5) relate that Jesus put forth his hand
and touched the man. One perceptive
young lady quicky observed that Jesus didn’t
have to touch him, In fact, there were sound
reasons not to make physical contact with
a person suffering from leprosy.

Jesus easily could have healed the man
with a word, or even a thought, but he chose
to convey a mighty message with a simple
touch. We do not know who witnessed the
act, but our class enjoyed imagining the elec-
tricity that must have passed among the
group as all eyes were riveted to the point
of contact.

Since that lesson, I've given some thought
to some touches that have been significant
to me: the grip on my father’s arm as the
wedding march began; that same grip on a
different arm as the wedding ended; the
precious tiny grasp of a baby boy, and later
a little sister; the silent embrace of a griev-
ing friend; and of course, a couple of par-
ticularly poignant grape jelly kisses.

But the touch | still can feel, the one that
burned past flesh and into my heart, hap-
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pened on “moving-in day”’ my freshman
year at college.

The strongest, most dependable people I'd
ever known had come to help me get set-
tled. It didn’t take long. Far too quickly we
were finished and it was time for my parents
to leave. There was nothing else to do,
nothing else to say, and yet we all knew
nothing would ever be the same again.

In an.awkward moment, my mother and
| reached out for one another. | will never
forget how small she felt, or how fast her
heart was beating. There were no words, but
volumes were conveyed.

Was she remembering the grasp of a
precious newborn? | don’t know. I'll have to
remember to ask her. But for now,
somewhere along the streets of Pine Bluff a
school bus is rumbling twoard our house,
I'm going out to meet it. One passenger is
a little boy who deserves a special hug— a
touch | hope he'll remember with feelings
of security, acceptance, and love.

Do you know someone who needs a
special touch today?

Rita Spillyards is married and the mother
of two small children. She is a member of
First Church, Pine Bluff, where she teaches
12th grade girls Sunday School and works
in the graded choir program.

believer should be an obedient disciple, with
each disciple going and making more
disciples.

Yet it is discouragingly difficult from our
human mathematical perspective to win
billions of people to Christ. For each Chris-
tian believer to make disciples is to begin

“winning the lost in geometric proportions,

rather than arithmetic proportions. It is
growth in ever widening concentric circles,
rather than growth of a single line. This is the
secret of Bold Missions with billions—
confronting every person in the world with
the Christian Gospel by the year 2000 A. D.

For some reason or other | still have not

.shared with our maintenance department

the custodial needs of Mitchell Auditorium.

Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita
Baptist University.

Letters to the editor
It is finished

It is finished.

How horrible those words must have
sounded to Satan. How horrible to find his
hellish constitution had been rewritten after
so long; to find his authority over this world
was limited not only by the God who had
cast him down, but also by the same weak
mortals he had preyed upon for so long.
How frustrating to find out that despite all
his efforts, his days of glory were rapidly
coming to an end.

It is finished.

And so is the power Satan held over our
lives. Rejoice in the freedom freely offered
you. Don’t be blinded by dark spirits or
demonic teachings. Stand with Christ at the
cross, and proclaim this very moment: ““You
are finished!”

Yet so many do yield their victory to that
roaring lion that Jesus’ words are made a
mockery . That sound we hear in the wind
isn't Satan weeping in defeat, but rather roar-
ing with demonic laughter.

We must realize we are at war, one with
no neutral territory. We are either victors, or
victims. If we try to continue in a misguided
pacifism, then Christ’s last words are made
our death knell, not Satan’s. Let us come to
realize that we are in deadly peril. Our souls,
and the souls of our loved ones are at stake.
If we do not stand now, we never will.

We must realize that Jesus did rise, and his
Spirit is alive in us because of that fact. We
must realize that Christ’s last words were ad-
dressed to Satan and his angels, not to us.—
Lajonn Klein, Arkadelphia

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Don Moore

You'll be glad
to know. ..

. "I just wish | could extend (our mis-
sionary service) a little longer,” and i | had
another life to give, | would give it in
in the same way and
in the same place!”
These were the sen-
timents of the 67 mis-
sionaries who recent-
ly retired from Foreign
Mission service.

The average length
of service for these 67 ¥
was over 29 years
each. One couple
served in Brazil 45
years. Seven mis-
sionaries served more than 40 years, with 51
of them serving more than 30 years. In all,
their total years of ministry comes to 1,962
years. Dan Luper, a 38-year veteran of ser-
vice in Brazil, said that the Executive Direc-
tor of the Foreign Mission Board told them
that “‘if we would give our lives to missions,
the Foreign Mission Board would try to take
care of everything else. That promise has
been kept remarkably well.”

The retiring missionaries cited repeatedly
their gratitude for the Cooperative Program
that allowed them to ““minister without wor-
rying over financial burdens!’

My response to the Oct. 13 occasion that
recognized these missionaries is fourfold.
First, how thankful | am to God for these
who have paid such a price that unworthy
sinners in 40 countries of the world might
be saved! Second, how thankful | am for the
program God gave Southern Baptists 60
years ago that sustains our missionaries, that
is our Cooperative Program. Third, is a ques-
tion that-bothers me. Who will answer the
call and take their place? When calls come
for 300 to 350 preachers each year, and an
average of 50 to 60 go, will the shoes of these
saintly servants go unfilled? Fourth, is
another bothersome question. Will our pre-
sent church membership know enough
about missions and the Cooperative Program
to sustain it? | do not ask out of doubt, but
out of concern. So little preaching and
teaching is done on the way New Testament
churches worked together to support mis-
sions, | greatly fear that the present genera-
tion will assume the Cooperative Program to
be the invention of man rather than the gift
of God as revealed in scripture.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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First of a four-part series
Tax Reform Act of 1986: an overview
by Larry Page

Recently Congress passed and President Reagan signed the Tax Reform Act of 1986, mak-
ing the most sweeping changes in the tax laws in almost 50 years. This article and the follow-

- ing three will provide an overview of the new law. This series will also present some of

the more common year-end tax strategies made more attractive by the new act’s provisions.
It should be noted that the Tax Reform Act is a comprehensive and lengthy piece of legisla-
tion, rendering any detailed analysis of it far beyond the scope of a series of articles such
as these. You are urged to consult your advisors on how the new law applies to you.
Income tax rates. For 1987 only, income taxes will be payable based on a progressive
rate table containing five brackets which wili range from 11 to 38.5 percent.
For married taxpayers, the tax brackets are as follows:

Taxable Income

Married Married

Filing Jointly Filing Separately Rate

0—$ 3,000 0—$ 1,500 1%

$ 3,000—28,000 $ 1,500—14,000 15%

28,000—45,000 .14,000—22,500 28%

45,000—90,000 22,500—45,000 35%
Over 90,000 Over 45,000 38.5%

Rates for other taxpayers are:
Taxable Income

Single Head of Household Rate

0—$ 1,800 0—$ 2,500 1%

$ 1,800—16,800 $ 2,500—23,000 15%

16,800—27,000 23,000—38,000 28%

27,000—54,000 38,000—80,000 35%
Over 54,000 Over 80,000 38.5%

Effective in 1988 and thereafter, there will be only two brackets, 15 and 28 percent. The
28 percent rate will be applied when taxable income reaches $29,750 for married filing
jointly returns, $23,900 for head of household returns, $14,875 for married filing separate-
ly returns, and $17,850 for single returns.

One interesting thing about these rates is the phase out of benefits of the 15 percent
bracket for high income taxpayers. As a taxpayer exceeds certain levels of income, a sur-
charge js added to his taxable income. The result is an increase in the effective rate at which
the indome tax is paid. However, the total tax an individual must pay cannot exceed 28
percent of taxable income.

Standard deduction. For 1987, the standard deduction will be $3,760 for married tax-
payers filing jointly, $2,540 for heads of household and single taxpayers and $1,880 for
married taxpayers filing separately.

Beginning in 1988, the standard deduction will be $5,000 for married taxpayers filing
jointly, $4,400 for heads of household, $3,000 for single taxpayers and $2,500 for married
taxpayers filing separately. After 1988, these rates will be adjusted for inflation.

Under current law, elderly (age 65 or over) or blind taxpayers receive an extra pe\rsonal
exemption or two extra exemptions, if both elderly and blind. The new act abolishes'these
extra personal exemptions and allots to such persons additional standard deductions. An
elderly or blind married taxpayer receives an additional $600 standard deduction or $1,200,
if both elderly and blind. An unmarried blind or elderly individual receives an additional
standard deduction of $750 or $1,500, if both elderly and blind.

Personal exemptions. The amounts allowed for personal exemptions will increase each
year from $1,900 in 1987 to $2,000 in 1989. Beginning in 1990, the personal exemption
will be adjusted for inflation.

A phase out of the benefits of the personal exemption will be applied to high income
taxpayers. As discussed earlier, high income taxpayers can lose the benefits of the 15 per-
cent tax bracket. After forfeiting all of the advantages of the lower bracket, reductions in
the amount of the personal exemption will be triggered at particular income levels. Again,
the tax on total taxable income cannot exceed 28 percent.

The next article of this series will discuss how the new act treats some of the most com-
mon deductions.

Larry Page is vice-president of the Arkansas Baptist Foundation.
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Arkansas all over

update

by Millie Gill / ABN staff writer

people

Anne Leavell Coll-
ingsworth of Fort
Smith recently was
in New Orleans to
serve as a one of
the leaders for a
women'’s conference
held on the campus
of New Orleans
Baptist Theological
Seminary. She is a

. member and
Collingsworth ~ Woman’s Missionary
Union director at Grand Avenue Church
in Fort Smith. She is a former editor of
Royal Service Magazine.

Henry Magee has resigned as pastor of
Hartman First Church to serve as pastor
of Ola First Church. ,

Terry Parks is serving as pastor of Union-
town Church. He has served on the staff
of Oak Grove, Van Buren, and Mountain-
burg Churches. He and his wife, Judy,
have three sons, Jason, Jacob, and
Jonathan.

Richard Gates has joined the staff of El
Dorado Second Church as minister of
music, coming there from Tylertown,
Miss.

Brent Powell has joined the staff of
Lakeside Church in Hot Springs as part-
time music and youth director.

R.B. Crotts is serving as interim pastor of
Owensville Church.

David Blase began serving Oct. 26 as
pastor of Nashville First Church. He has
served for the past eight years as pastor
of Highland Park Church in Texarkana,
Texas. Blase is a graduate of Ouachita
Baptist University, Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary and Luther Rice
Seminary. He has served churches in
Arkansas, Texas and Kansas. His wife,
Ann, is a native of Gurdon and a
graduate of Henderson State University.
They have two sons, John David, a stu-
dent at OBU, and Shawn, an junior at
Nashville High School.

Jim Williams is serving Russellville
Second Church as volunteer education
coordinator. He will lead a potential
leaders training course, preparation week
for Sunday School techers, and weekly
workers meetings.

Ken Thompson has retired as minister of
music at Harvey’s Chapel in Hot Springs.
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He and his wife, Zelma, will continue to
reside in the Hot Springs area where he
also has served as music director for
Garland County Association.

Clarence Hill will join the staff of
Jessieville Church near Hot Springs Nov.
9. Hill, who has been in full-time music
evangelism, will serve the church as
minister of music and outreach.

Mike Taylor has resigned from the staff of
Elmdale Church in Springdale to join the
staff of Gracemont Church in Tulsa, Okla.

Larry Watkins is serving Elmdale Church
in Springdale as interim youth and
activities leader.

Daniel Palm has joined the staff of
Perryville Church as music, education
and youth director.

Bill Platt has been called to serve as
pastor of Shannon Hills Church near Lit-
tle Rock. A native of Batesville, he has
served as pastor of Arkansas churches,
including Emmanuel Church in Conway.
He has been a student at Boyce Bible In-
stitute and taken extension courses from
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

briefly

Ozark First Church ordained Bill Molder
to the deacon ministry Oct. 5. Those par-
ticipating in the service were Pastor John
Matthews, Jack McCormick, George W.
Domerese, director of missions for Clear
Creek Association, Richard Armstrong
and Ken Roy.

Harrison First Church ordained Don
West to the deacon ministry Nov. 2. The
church recently recognized Mrs. Frank
Coffman Sr.-as the member of longest
tenure. She has been a member there for
70 years.

Huntsville First Church ordained Harry
Waggener, Jack McCarty, Jim Owens and
Sam Story to the deacon ministry Oct.
26.

South Side Church at Fayetteville ordain-
ed Pastor Larry Spencer to the preaching
ministry Oct. 26.

Greenland First Church held open house
Oct. 11 to celebrate the completion of a
new activities building. The building
houses a gymnasium, fellowship hall,
raised stage, apartment and kitchen, ac-
cording to Pastor R.B. Stockton.

Benton Salem Church recently began
two morning worship services due to in-
creased enrollment. 3

Fayetteville First Church held its fall
revival Oct. 26-29. Angel Martinez of Fort
Smith was evangelist. Providing special
music were Mark Short, minister of
music, Jennie Riggs, organist, George
Tharel, pianist, the Sanctuary Choir, the
ladies ensemble, and others.

Indianhead Lake Church in Sherwood
ordained John G. Begley and Michael B.
Boyd to the deacon ministry Oct. 19.
Pastor Jack Kwok served as moderator,

Runyan First Church in North Little Rock
ordained Jim Fortenbury and Dwaine
Thomasson to the deacon ministry Oct.
12. Pastor William Philliber was
moderator.

Haw Creek Church at Waldron will
observe its 75th anniversary Nov. 9 with
homecoming. Activities will include a
noon luncheon and afternoon services.

Cross Road Church in Little Rock youth
presented a puppet program in the
children’s worship service Nov. 2.

Stamps First Church recently ordained
Robin White and Charles Goodwin to
the deacon ministry.

Russellville Second Church dedicated its
new library in honor of James L. Gray
Oct. 26. Gray has served the church in
many leadership positions, including that
of a deacon, since its organization as
Frankfort Avenue Mission, a mission of
Russellville First Church, in 1955.
Frankfort Avenue became Russellville
Second Church in 1959.

Mulberry First Church was in a revival
Oct. 19-22 that resulted in 11 professions
of faith, according to Pastor Rex Easterl-
ing. Doug Applegate, pastor of
Crossroads Church in Portia, was
evangelist. Brian Ford of Jonesboro was
in charge of special music.

Rolling Hills Church in Fayetteville will
have James Dunn, executive director of
the Baptist Joint Committe on Public Af-
fairs in Washington D. C. as speaker in a
church and state forum Nov. 9, accor-
ding to Pastor Layne Smith.

Spring Lake Camp pavillion is being con-
structed by volunteer laymen who have
also provided financial gifts of over
$4,600 toward the project.
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Pastor honored—Crystal Hill Church in Little Rock observed Don Hook Day Oct.
26, recognizing Hook as pastor emeritus of the church by presenting him with a com-
memorative plaque and monetary gift. Hook, who began serving as pastor of Crystal
Hill in Sept. 1971, retired there as a full-time pastor in January, 1978. Pastor Sid Carswell
recognized Hook as an “institution’” among Arkansas Baptists, noting his leadership
as State Convention president in 1965-66 and as a state missionary during World War
11 when he served as director of the Baptist Soldiers Center at Camp Chaffee. He was
baptized and ordained in Pleasant Plains Church, where he celebrated his 50th an-
niversary in the ministry in 1980. Hook has pastored a number of Arkansas churches
during his 56 years of Christian service, and currently is serving as director of the Crisis
Closet for Pulaski Association and as interim pastor of Woodson Church. Hook and
his wife, Ruby, have a daughter, Mrs. Kenneth Moore of Searcy. Greeting guests as
they leave the service were (left to right) Carswell and his wife Ruth, Mrs. Hook and
Hook.

ABN photo / Millie Gill

Remodeling assisted—
Brotherhood and Royal
Ambassador volunteers from
two North Little Rock
churches, Remount and
Park Hill, worked in
southwest Little Rock Oct.
25, assisting Grace Mission
with expansion construction:
Remount workers included
Mike Wilkerson, Rocky and
Javan Coombs, Lonnie Beck,
Darrell Sansom and Jimmy
McMinn. Park Hill
representatives were Brian
Carroll and Randy Davies.
Paul Williams serves as
pastor of the mission.

R i
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Just say “‘nyet”’

In the summer of 1963, a friend and myself
learned the meaning of “‘nyet” while attemp-
ting to enter Lenin’s tomb in Moscow. It was
about 9:30 p.m. The
sargeant of the guard,
with that simple word,
taught us that it was
way past regular
visiting hours.

In the Soviet Union
“nyet’’ means ‘‘nol’’
With the greatest
alcoholism problem
in the world, leaders
in the U.S.S.R. are
successfully encourag- Parker
ing young and old alike to say “nyet” to
alcohol.

Someone has reported that communist
party leader Mikhail Gorbachev has been a
teetotaler from his youth and that he talks
like a communist Carrie Nation.

The tremendous lobbying power of the
makers and sellers of alcoholic beverages in
our country are influencing our leaders to
say “no’”’ to just drugs, not alcohol! Alcohol,
though legal and widely socially acceptable,
is the number one drug problem in America.
Must we wait until our own alcoholism pro-
blems become so great that only then will
national, state and local leaders also say
“no” to alcohol?

We owe our many battered children,
youth, and adults the honesty and integrity
to say ‘‘no’’ to ethyl alcohol! A great traves-
ty of justice was recently seen in the failure
of our national Congress to pass a law that
would require alcoholic beverage manufac-
turers to show on their labels that they con-
tain ethyl alcohol, a dangerous drug!

Another term learned while visiting the
U.S.S.R. was “’blagodarit vy!" It simply means
“thank you!” A big majority of the thousands
who have lost loved ones and friends in
alcohol-related accidents would heartily say
“blagodarit vy to all U. S. political, medical,
educational or even religious leaders who
would be courageous enough to say “‘nyet’
to alcohol!—Bob Parker, Christian Life
Council

Island Baptists celebrate
150th anniversary of work

“WASHINGTON—The 600 Baptists of the
Turks and Caicos Islands observed in August
the 150th year since a Baptist congregation
was firmly established here in 1836.

Baptists from the Bahamas came as mis-
sionaries during 1825-27, a time of persecu-
tion by the Anglican Church. The Turks and
Caicos Baptist Union was organized in 1898.

The Baptist Union announced a goal of
800 members over the next decade. Present
population of the Turks and Caicos Islands
is approximately 8,000 people. The Union
is a member of the Caribbean Baptist
Fellowship.
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Growing Fouke First Church celebrates

An air of optimism brightened the 100th
birthday celebration for First Church, Fouke.

The congregation, organized in 1886 as
the Bethel Church, has seen church atten-
dance grow from 100 to 140 in just three
years and has simply run out of space. A
standing-room-only homecoming crowd lis-
tened approvingly Oct. 19 to a report on
plans for an extra 12,500 square feet of wor-
ship and educational space.

Pastor Larry DeGarmo noted the expan-
sion will add space for 135 children and tri-
ple the current worship capacity at an
estimated cost of $350,000.

Preaching from 1 Chronicles 28, James T.
Draper Jr., pastor of First Church, Euless
Texas, told an afternoon crowd there are
three requirements for building God's house.

First, “’know the God of your fathers!” This
implies a personal experience of God and
continuing Christian growth, as well as an
appreciation for one’s religious heritage,
Draper said.

Second, “‘serve him with a perfect and
willing heart!” Salvation must be followed by
service, Draper explained. “Serve God
‘whole hog’ and be glad to do it/” he
counseled.

Third, “’seek God.” If you seek him, God
will reveal himself, Draper declared. “We
have as much of God as we want,” he said.
““God wants you to know him.’

When a church realizes God had chosen
them for a task and placed them where he
wants them, they can proceed with their mis-
sion out of a sense of calling, Draper said.
A church should build only if God has call-
ed them to the task.

Draper’s father, James T. Draper Sr.,
pastored the Fouke Church 1938-40 while
a student at Ouachita Baptist College (now
University). The younger Draper was a pre-
school child at the time.

The centennial celebration included Sun-
day morning worship, a noon potluck lun-
cheon, and an afternoon homecoming.
Mark Kelly, managing editor of the Arkansas
Baptist Newsmagazine preached the Sunday
morning message. Larry May of Sylverino
Church, Texarkana, and Mary Anne Hervey
of Hickory Street Church, Texarkana, provid-
ed special music for the afternoon service.

. o
Wanjes ‘Hapi’ to be
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)—If not for the ef-
forts of a Southern Baptist missionary, Hapi
Wanje says he might have been named
Mohammed.

But thanks to James Hampton, Hapi and
his brother, Elijah, became Christians rather
than Muslims. Now the two Wanjes are
students at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, where Hamp-
ton trained for ministry.

The Wanjes’ father, Morris, was “‘one of
the first converts in Kenya” under Southern
Baptist missionaries. The father chose Chris-
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James T. Draper Jr., pastor of First Church, Euless, Texas, preached an afternoon message
to members and guests of First Church, Fouke, as that congregation celebrated its 100th
anniversary Oct. 19. Draper’s father pastored the church while he was a student at
Ouachita Baptist College (now University).

in Southern Baptist family

tianity over Islam through the witness of
Hampton, a missionary to Kenya.

When the two brothers return to Kenya
after completing studies at Southwestern,
they also will assume leadership roles.

Elijah intends to return to Baptist High
School in Mombasa, where he was assistant
headmaster before coming to seminary. He
returned to the United States to study
because he saw a need for Christian educa-
tion in Kenya.

Hapi is studying in Southwestern’s com-
munications program. He wants to work

with the Baptist communications studio in
Kenya when he returns.

Both Hapi and Elijah are graduates of
Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadel-
phia, Ark.

Like their father, Hapi and Elijah say they
have answered the call to ministry because
“‘we have seen the needs of our people!’

““We both came to a bridge where we
knelt down. We have seen our people back
home and we are compelled by the Lord to
do something,” Elijah says.

““We are seeds of a seed,’ Hapi adds.
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Features B.Y.P.U. Reunion

State Church Training Convention held in Little Rock

ABN photos / Millie Gill

The 1986 Arkansas Baptist State Convention Church Training Convention, held Oct.
28 at Immanuel Church in Little Rock, was highlighted by a reunion of former members
of B. Y. P U. (Baptist Young Peoples Union), the Sunday night program of Southern
Baptist churches that later became Baptist Training Union and is now Church Train-
ing. (Left) Among the featured speakers for the convention were James Bryant,
furloughing missionary from Bangkok, Thailand, and Phillip B. Harris of Nashville, Tenn.,
retired Southern Baptist Convention Church Training director. (Above) Conference
leaders included Stanley Howell, supervisor of the SBC Church Training growth sec-
tion, who was leader for general officers.

Tri-County favors
q Amendment 65

In its annual meeting on Oct. 20, the Tri-
County Association passed a motion, “‘That
this Association go on record favoring
‘Amendment 65’ in the upcoming general
election, that we oppose abortion in all
forms except for saving the life of the
mother, and that we favor all Christian alter-
natives to abortion.”

Foreign Board fills
black relations post

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Victor L. Davis,
pastor of the East End Church in Suffolk, Va.,
has been named manager of the black
church relations section of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Davis is to promote foreign missions in
churches, recruit black Southern Baptists for
foreign mission service, serve as a liaison bet-

Brazilian choir to perform—Coral Sinfonico, the North Brazil Seminary Choir ween the Foreign Mission Board and black
under the direction of Fred Spann, will be performing in Arkansas during the month Baptist conventions in the United States and
of November. Performance dates are as follows: Nov. 21, First Church, West Mem- communicate with pastors and lay people
phis; Nov. 23, Immanuel Church, Little Rock (early a.m.); Calvary Church, Little Rock of the 900 black Southern Baptist churches.
(11 a.m.); First Church, Pine Bluff (p.m.); Nov. 24, Ouachita Baptist University, Davis replaced Willie Simmons, who left
Arkadelphia (noon and afternoon); and First Church, Hot Springs (p.m.). the position in August to return to Los

Angeles as a bivocational pastor.
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St. Louis convention housing booked on first day

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—Southern Baptists
only needed one day to fill their conven-
tion’s allotment of downtown hotel rooms
for the 1987 Southern Baptist Convention in
St. Louis June 16-18.

The St. Louis Housing Bureau received
about 4,500 requests postmarked Oct. 1
from Southern Baptists seeking accommoda-
tions in the 4,000-room downtown block,
announced Tim A. Hedquist, convention
manager and vice president for business and
finance of the SBC Executive Committee.

Oct. 1 was the earliest postmark allowed
on 1987 convention housing requests, Hed-
quist said. The requests were opened and
assigned Oct. 15 by employees of the city’s
housing bureau.

The first-day demand for rooms was a
record, Hedquist reported: “In previous
years, we've been getting about 4,000 room
requests postmarked Oct. 1, about 800 or
900 postmarked Oct. 2 and several hundred
that were mailed later. This year, about 4,500
were postmarked Oct. 1, and 50 were post-
marked Oct. 2. Hardly any were sent later.”

Consequently, the 4,000 pre-arranged
rooms—normally enough to accommodate
all the Oct. 1 mailers—fell short this time.
The block will be expanded to about 4,500
for San Antonio, Texas, and the 1988 annual
meeting, he said.

Lucky winners in the St. Louis Housing
Derby will receive confirmation on their
downtown rooms after Dec. 1. First they will
receive acknowledgement from the housing
bureau, and then they will hear from the
hotels. Room deposits will be made directly
to the hotels.

But all is not lost for other Southern Bap-
tists who want to attend the convention.
About 9,000 additional rooms are available
in St. Louis, although they are not as close
to the downtown Cervantes Convention
Center as rooms in the convention block.

The 500 requests postmarked Oct. 1 that
were not assigned rooms in the block and
the others postmarked from Oct. 2 to Oct.
6 are being turned over to travel agents, Hed-
quist said. The travel agents will secure ac-
commodations for these requests and then
contact the requestors directly.

The early requestors are less fortunate, he
noted. People who mailed their requests
prior to Oct. 1 will receive their original re-
quests forms, along with their ill-fated pre-
Oct. 1 postmarks. They each also will receive
a list of available St. Louis hotels and
telephone numbers.

That information also is available tg
Southern Baptists who wish to attend the an-
nual meeting but who have not yet made
housing accommodations, Hedquist noted.
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Interested persons can contact the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee, 901 Commerce, Suite
750, Nashville, Tenn. 37203.

But Hedquist suggested two other options
for arranging for rooms:

One, contact a travel agent. Travel agents
work on commission and at no cost to the
consumer. A travel agent can help track
down available rooms and save consumers
time, effort and telephone bills.

Or, call the toll-free reservation numbers
for hotel chains with facilities in St. Louis.
This is a direct, inexpensive and relatively
easy way to guarantee a room.

Accommodations also are available for
Southern Baptists who plan to bring their
housing with them, Hedquist said. St. Louis
has a downtown recreational vehicle park.
Reservations should be made directly with
St. Louis RV Park, PO. Box 663, St. Louis, Mo.
63106; phone (314) 241-3330. Other recrea-
tional vehicle parks are available, but not
near downtown, he said.

Limited accommodations also are avail-
able to Southern Baptists who cannot afford
hotel rooms, he added. The St. Louis local
arrangements committee plans to provide
some free housing in homes of Southern
Baptists in the community. Information
about this housing is available from the
Executive Committee.

Women’s group ‘grieved’

ST. LOUIS (BP)—Leaders among Southern
Baptist Convention women ministers have
expressed alarm concerning a decision by
the SBC Home Mission Board not to fund
the ministries of women pastors.

The board voted Oct. 8 not to give future
financial support to any woman who is
pastor of a local church.

The steering committee of Southern Bap-
tist Women in Ministry has followed with a
statement of response ‘‘concerning person-
nel policies regarding ordained women.’

““We are deeply grieved to learn of the
decision of the board of directors of the
Home Mission Board to reject future re-
quests for church pastoral aid from local
Baptist congregations with women serving
as pastors,”’ the statement said.

It called the Home Mission Board action
“‘an obvious affront to Christian women and
men who understand pastoral leadership as
a gift given by the Holy Spirit not according
to gender” It added the action “‘is an even
greater affront to the autonomy of the local
church and to the Good News of the gospel,
which declares that there is neither male nor
female in Christ.”

“While some may hope to discourage
women from pastoral leadership by this (the
board’s) action, women will continue to
answer God’s call,” the statement asserted.
“And God will continue to choose whom-
ever God wills, regardless of the vote of a
board of fallible human beings.”
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Lessons for living

November 9, 1986

Convention Uniform
Southern Kingdom destroyed

by Erwin L. McDonald, Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine editor emeritus

Basic passage:2 Kings 24:18 to 25:9;
Jeremiah 7

Focal passage: 2 Kings 24:18 to 25:9

Central truth: The penalty for sin is too high
a price to pay for indulging in sin.

After the fall of the Northern Kingdom
(Israel), which took place in 722 BC., the
Southern Kingdom (Judah) had 135 years to
benefit from the tragic example of her
neighbor and to put her own house in order,
but to no avail. The preaching of the Pro-
phet Jeremiah and of others God sent went
unheeded. As a consequence, Judah herself
fell, in 587 B.C., before the cruel onslaughts
of the armies of the Babylonians (also call-
ed Caldeans).

(1) The nation’s last king (2 Kings 24:18-20)

One of the things that hastened the end
of the kingdom of Judah was the ungodliness
of her kings. But one of the kings, Josiah, did
“‘that which was right in the sight of God"’
(2 Kings 22:2). In sharp contrast, his father
and grandfather, rulers before him, ““did evil
in the sight of the Lord”’ (2 Kings 21:2,20).

Sad to say, three sons of Josiah, who came
to the throne after him, took after the earlier
members of the family. The last of these,
Zedekiah, was also the last of the Judean
kings. Placed on the throne by the Babylo-
nians as their vassal, he was removed by
them following his rebellion against them.
Verse 20 reveals that God used Zedekiah's
rebellion to bring judgment upon Judah.

(2) The fall of Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:1-9)

Zedekiah and his sons sought to flee to the
south but were soon overtaken by the
Babylonians, who ‘’slew the sons of
Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the
eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fet-
ters of brass, and carried him to Babylon.”

In due process, Nebuchadnezzar’s captain
of the guard took vengeance on Jerusalem
itself, destroying the best of its homes and
tearing down the Temple.

Writes Edersheim, in The Bible History:
“‘So the last remnant of Judah had gone from
the Land. The Davidic rule has passed away,
so far as mere earthly power was concern-
ed. The Davidic kingdom to come would be
wider, higher, deeper. . .(embracing). the
brotherhood of man (and) reaching up to
heaven. . . (rooting) in righteousness and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost!’

Life and Work
My brother’s keeper

by Bradley A. Rogge, Brookwood First
Church, Little Rock

Basic passage: Genesis 4:1 to 5:32
Focal passage: Genesis 4:3-12,15

Central truth: Persons are responsible for
one another as well as for their own
attitudes and actions.

Have you ever been angry? | have. Have
you ever been angry at God? Moses was, and
| must admit that | have been too. Anger and
discouragement do not necessarily lead to
sin. But failure to master anger and despair
ultimately leads to destructive action.

The time had come to offer sacrifices to
God. Remember a blood sacrifice was re-
quired for the remission of sin. Abel provid-
ed the sacrifice God demanded; Cain
thought “I'll do it my way!”

By doing things his way, Cain discovered
that God had rejected his offering. Cain
discovered that ““By faith, Abel offered to
God a better sacrifice than Cain, through
which he obtained the testimony that he was
righteous’” (Heb. 11:4a NAS).

Anger is a natural emotion that comes with
rejection. Cain was given the chance to
correct his mistake. God told Cain: “If you
will just do as | ask, you'll be accepted.”

Cain chose the more human route of deal-
ing with his sin. Instead of accepting per-
sonal responsibility he, as his parents had
done before him, looked elsewhere to find
blame. This time though, instead of an in-
nocent animal being killed because of sin,
an innocent man lay dead in the field.

God confronted Cain with his sin, but Cain
lied to God compounding his sin by claim-
ing innocence (v. 9). But God knew of Cain’s
sin as he knows of all our sins. Others may
not see our crimes against righteousness but
God does. Those sins do not go unpunish-
ed. God’s punishment is marked by his
wonderful grace. A mark was placed on
Cain. This mark was to protect Cain from any
vengeance. Vengeance does belong to God
and to no one else. God is in the business
of punishing sin if, in God's perfect judg-
ment, punishment is needed.

As Christians, we too have offerings to give
God and he expects us to do it his way. We
need to give him the tithe through our local
church; we need to give him our talents in
service.

As Christians, we need to accept personal
responsibilities and realize that each of us
has that very human tendency to deny our
own sinful nature.

Bible Book

Jesus heals the sick

by Woodrow W. Dishongh, Lancaster Road
Church, Little Rock

Basic passage: John 4:43-5:18
Focal passage: John 5:2-3,5-18

Centrai truth: A religion based on rules can
cause one to leave Christ out.

Jesus returns to Galilee and immediately
is confronted with a request for power in
healing. Jesus tested the courtier’s faith by
asking if he wanted to see signs and wonders
before he would believe. Jesus knew his faith
was real when he pleaded, *Sir come before
my child dies!” The courtier refused to be
discouraged, he expressed faith, and
ultimately surrendered to Christ. This il-
lustrates the Christian life. We have a need,
the need is met in Christ, and when we turn
our lives over to him we are overwhelmed
with his love.

Jesus probably came to Jerusalem alone.
His disciples are not mentioned and as he
walked by the Pool of Bethesda he en-
countered a man lame for 38 years. Did he
want to be healed? Did he really wanted to
be changed? Jesus wanted to know the man'’s
desire. With an answer in the affirmative
Jesus simply said, “‘bend your will to make
it happen!” This was like asking him to do
the impossible, but when Jesus said “‘get up”
the man responded. What happened was a
combination of his will and God's power
cooperating together. Seeing these many im-
paired people at Bethesda makes us aware
that today in our little world there are many
people seeking help in many ways. As we
hear Jesus-ask, ““Do you want to be healed?”,
it gives us a challenge to encourage the many
we relate to who may have lost hope.

After the healing the Jewish leaders take
Jesus to task because of its being done on
the Sabbath. We are reminded of the Jewish
regulations and the thousands of little rules
set forth as to what was considered work.
No burden was to be carried on the Sabbath,
but Jesus reminded them that God did not
stop work.on the Sabbath. True, God rested
on the seventh day, but he rested from crea-
tion. God is ever doing and God's love and
mercy act on the Sabbath as well as on any
other day.

Jesus accepted the opportunity to heal and
this should challenge us not to take lightly
any God given opportunity. We are challeng-
ed by this experience to respond to Jesus’
call to obedience and we are reminded that
meeting human needs are more important
than religious form or tradition.

‘This lesson trestment Is based on the Bible Book Study for Southem

than Toaching.
tion. Used by permission.
November 6, 1986

Churches, y
tist Comvention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Baptist Comvantion. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Page 23



AITAHSEN

N1

£02L€

Subscriber Services
The Ark Baptist N offers
subscription plans at three different rates:

Every Resident Family Plan gives
churches a premium rate when they send
the Newsmagazine to all their resident
households. Resident families are
calculated to be at least one-fourth of the
church’s Sunday School enrollment. Chur-
ches who send only to members who re-
quest a subscription do not qualify for this
lower rate of $5.52 per year for each
subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to get
a better than individual rate when 10 or
more of them send their subscriptions
together through their church. Subscribers

|7t MY gt S T R A

I |

| I

| |

| |

' Are you |

7 moving? |

S i s Please give us two |

—u~ weeks advance :

— v §

& B o notice. Clip this |

G~ portion with your |

2z = old address label,
=Too

my o supply new address |

-l a3 below and send to |

:)\ - w Arkansas Baptist |

© Newsmagazine. |

w2 P. O. Box 552, A

== Little Rock, AR |

= 0N 72203 !

TR |

O - |

cgo |

-~ I

|

. |

| Name |

| |

| Street |

| |

I City |

| |

| State Zip |

I |

ISt RlPe . e tene | e, |

through the group plan pay $6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be pur-
chased by anyone at the rate of $6.48 per
year, These subscriptions are more costly
because they require individual attention for
address changes and renewal notices.

Ch of by individual
may be made using the form above, which
appears regularly in this space.

Inquiring about your subscrip-

tion by mail, please include the address
label. Or call us at (501) 376-4791, ext.
5156. Be prepared to give us your code
line information.

Page 24

Ministers” marriages need special love, care

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—Occupational
hazards of being a minister can lead to strain-
ed marriages in which differences need to
be aired, a seminary professor said during
a Fall Festival of Marriage weekend at
Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center.

Ministers have occupational symptoms
that cannot be overlooked, said Macklyn
Hubbell, associate professor of psychology
and counseling at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. Because of these
symptoms, Hubbell said, pastors and church
staff ministers and their spouses must work
extra hard at their marriages.

The weekend conference was one of five
being held at three locations this fall by the
family ministry department of the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Hubbell, with his own unique names for
symptoms indigenous to a minister’s fami-
ly, said the “’Junior Chamber of Commerce
Syndrome” is one of the most damagmg to
the family environment.

“Ministers are always busy, busy, busy,
busy,” Hubbell said. ‘“That may do a com-
munity a lot of good, but | don’t know how
good it is for their families!” He noted
ministers feel they must maintain a certain

pace, “but schedules can be radically reduc-
ed. It is more important that the minister be
with his wife and children. People watch the
way ministers treat their husbands or wives.”

Hubbell said the ““Seam Allowance Syn-
drome” is another preblem unique to a
minister’s family.

“This is a man who can talk about many
spiritual things when he's out in public, but
when he gets home and takes off his spiritual
robes, he becomes a monster and just gob-
bles up his family,” he explained, insisting
a minister’s family deserves the best, “‘but
they usually get the worst. All the thoughtful
words and gestures go to the other people!”

Ministers also often fall into the ""Pharaoh
Syndrome or the “No, | won't let my peo-
ple go,’ syndrome, he said. Because a com-
munity expects the best out of a minister’s
family, “‘the minister thinks his family must
live a certain.way to reflect justly on him.”’

A minister's marriage needs a lot of
forgiveness, basic respect and creativity to
work, Hubbell advised. He also said keep-
ing feelings current, listening to each other,
allowing for anger and having a sense of
humor create a healthy marriage.

Report indicates active student missions role

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—Students are a
significant force in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention and are playing an active role in the
SBC effort to spread the gospel around the
globe by the year 2000, the director of the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board’s na-
tional student ministries department
claimed.

Charles Johnson cited statistics collected
from state student ministries directors that
showed students are.involved in state and
associational missions and ministries in ad-
dition to supporting: and participating in
home and foreign missions efforts.

Johnson released the report for the
1985-86 school year indicating 152,348
students were involved in the 1,086 Baptist
Student Unions on campuses throughout the
nation. That is an increase of 5,776 students
and 47 units from the 146,572 involved in
the 1,039 Baptist Student Unions reported
in 1984-85.

A total of 10,335 students were involved
in missions through the SBC Home Mission
Board, SBC Foreign Mission Board and state
and local mission projects, almost matching
the 1985 report of 10,866 students par-
ticipating in missions projects.

Gifts to state Baptist Student Union mis-
sion totaled $971,262 with another $466,397
for local campus-sponsored missions. Stu-
dent ministries contributed $87,289 to world
hunger relief efforts.

State directors in 1985 reported a total of
$1,216,847 contributed to BSU missions.
Comparisons are not possible because the
1985 total included state BSU mission funds

and some local campus mission funds. In-
formation on contributions to world hunger
relief was not collected in the 1985 report.

Students are not only involved in short-
term mission projects but also are actively
involved in local churches, said Bill Henry,
national student ministries program
supervisor.

“Students are involved in churches every
week. They are teaching Sunday school,
leading music and performing other roles
throughout the convention,” Henry said.

In addition to working in existing chur-
ches, students helped establish 114 new
churches in the past year, surpassing the
NSM Bold Mission Thrust goal for students
to help start 100 churches each year, Henry
said.

He said the state directors’ statistics show
that students also are participating in train-
ing and Bible study.

The report shows 10,818 students involv-
ed in witness training, up 765 from the
previous year; 136,518 enrolled in Bible
study through local church Sunday schools,
an increase of 30,303; and 40,948 in cam-
pus Bible study groups, an increase of 3,185
from last year.

“They are training and they are doing mis-
sions. The key to Southern Baptist student
work since it began more than 60 years ago
has been a balance of training and involve-
ment,’ Henry said.

A national student ministries goal is to
have 1,500 campus organizations by 1990.
The 1986 report includes 78 new campus
ministries, with a net increase of 47.
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