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-"For if%yve believe that Jesus died and rose
-again, even so them also which sleep in
‘Jesus will God bring with  him."”--1
(Thessalonians 4:14.
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The editor's page

. . . » {
An Evangelism Commission? Kf.f
|. Lverett Sneed ‘.

One of the issues which taces the up and coming
Southern Baptist Convention Is the possibility of
separating the work of Evangelism from the Home
Mission Board Pastor Frank Minton ot Dayton, Ohio,
offered a motion at our last convention to make it the
responsibility of an Evangelism Commission rather than
the Home Mission Board. Final action on the proposal
was reterred to this year’s convention,

Minton said that he wanted to magnify evangelism
Most Baptists want to place evangelism in a place of
prominence, but ultimately most evangelistic activity
should and must be accomplished through the local
church

There are several reasons thV we believe thl‘“
evangelism is situated correctly at the present time,
First, a commission has a ditficult time in promoting
programs in the local churches unless it serves a par-
ticular segment of the churches’ work as the
Brotherhood Commission does.

Some have suggested that a commission is necessary
to obtain a more equitable percentage of our SBC
budget. It appears that those of this persuasion have
torgotten that all of our home missionaries, are, or,
should be involved in evangelism. The truth is that one
can no more separate evangelism from missions than he
can separate breath from life. They are but two aspects
of the same thing.

Further, the separation ot Evangelism from the Home
Mission Board would make our work less efticient. The
HAMB has contacts with all segments of our Baptist life,
They work closely with the state convention. The state

Guest editorial

To sue or not to sue?

A good triend, Frank Donaldson, a staft member of
Cumberland Law School at Samford University,
suggested the question ot suing or not suing in a court
of law.

It occurred to me that Jesus spoke directly about this
matter when He urged His disciples in the Sermon on
the Mount to settle their differences out of court. He
suggested that one should go to court only as a last
resort.

Last week, Don Corley, Dean of the Cumberland Law
School, spoke to an Alabama Baptist Christian Life and
Public Atfairs Seminar on settling our ditferences out of
court. Said Corley, “The backlog ot civil cases in courts
could be cut sharply if Christians would follow Biblical
teachings and settle their differences without going to
court.” Corley mentioned the large number of relatives
and neighbors who appear in court against each other.

How many sermons or Sunday School lessons have
yvou ever heard on settling our differences out of court?
On the contrary, much militant talk in the church may
fan the flames of anger, bitterness, thoughts of
retaliation and revenge. Most people do not need to be
encouraged in the direction of exacting what they think
is complete justice from their tellow man.
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conventions and the HMB have many cooperative
efforts. In many areas there is a joint sharing of budget
responsibilities

The HMB works closely with the association. In
pioneer mission areas the associational director of
missions has a portion of his salary paid by the HMB. All
associational mission directors feel a closeness to the
HMB and attend many conferences sponsored by them.

The HMB already has excellent lines of com-
munication with the local churches. For many years
they have provided training and seminars and other
assistance for the local congregation.

An Evangelism Commission could create problems for
our over-all work. It is obvious that a new commission
would require a considerable amount of money to get
started. Buildings and facilities would have to be
acquired. This is money that could be invested in
missions-evangelism activities.

Fvangelism could become a critic of other agencies.
Often, separation or isolation does produce such
dissension. This would hurt not only evangelism but
also our total program

Yes, evangelism must permeate everything we do. All
can agree on this. But let’s not detract from any of our
organizations that have made us the largest evangelical
denomination in the world.

It may be that evangelism needs some more money.
Dr. Arthur Rutledge, HMB Executive Director, desires
evangelism to have its rightful priority. He said, “l am
anxious to see that the convention’s program (of
evangelism) reaches its maximum effectiveness.”

Of course, we should expect justice, mercy and fair
play from our fellow man. Unfortunately, we_u_sually
expect far more in this regard than we are willing to

ive,

. Many times, however, when we suffer an injustice, we
would gain more to stay out of court. One thing, legal
redress can be a costly procedure. Another, how can we
express a Christian attitude if we get entangled in legal
proceedings where we are suing or being sued?

Courts have a good purpose and should be used, but
multitudes of cases could be settled out of court it we
would follow the teachings of Jesus about dealing with
anger, retaliation and revenge.

When we are tempted to throw the “legal book” at
someone, we would do well to ask, “Is there a better
way from the Christian standpoint?”

Could it be that we have assumed our religion does
not apply to such mundane matters as settling dif-
ferences? If so, we need to read the Bible again. For
instance, the old law Jesus referred to—""An eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth” was originally a judicial way
of setting punishment for a crime which bhad been
committed. Jesus pointed o't that there is a better
way. — Editor Hudson Baggeit in the “Alabama Baptist”
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