Ouachita Baptist University
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita

Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, 1980-1984 Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine

8-12-1982

August 12, 1982

Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_80-84

b Part of the Christian Denominations and Sects Commons, and the Mass Communication Commons


https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_80-84
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_80-84?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_80-84%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1184?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_80-84%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/334?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_80-84%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

ue. 1 2 198
A E AugusHZ 1982 B

NEWSMAGAZIN

BSE Lo R

oA R

b\\\N(' P, £O
S AN
AERR
L\ 1 /)
AAN/Z,

ROUGHI

INSTRUMEN1AL

MUSIC
1282-85

»

A

oy

P E

A

ft‘

4
—r
7‘ \.\\““\V" A

Nt




On the cover

Proto by Gien Ennes

Instrumental music is the focus of the

Southern Baptist Convention church
music program for 1982-83. Through use
of instrumental music, non-singers have
the chance to lend their talents to mak-
ing a joyful noise to the Lord. Arkansas”
Church Music Department: joins in the
objectives of leading instrumentalists to
grow spiritually through worship, ser-
vice, stewardship, and training. The em-
phasis was introduced at a leadership
conference at Ridgecrest Baptist Confer-
ence Center, the source of a story on
page 19.

In this issue
4

What does the church have to offer youth?
A lot, says a Little Rock minister who gives
the church and individual members lots of
credit for his growth toward service.

9

A chapel building is going up at Camp Paron
through labors of love by volunteers. The
story is told in photos this week.

Next week:

Does the system work to protect the public
from drunken drivers? Draw your own con-
clusions as a second article on DWI offenses
looks™ at the realities of the system that
Christians must know if they are to stop
drunken driving.

Volunteer leaders vital to Baptists by Jim Lowry

RIDGECREST, N.C. — Every week an
army of volunteers assume positions of
leadership in Southern Baptist churches to
implement the 13.8 million member-de-
nomination’s ministry efforts.

Conservatively speaking, 750,000 volun-
teers do approximately 90 percent of the
teaching, training, planning and prepara-
tion in Southern Baptist churches, accord-
ing to John Chandler, supervisor of the
church staff section of the Sunday School
Board’s church administration department.

“Volunteers are the only way Southern
Baptists can hope to accomplish Bold Mis-
sion Thrust,” Chandler told pastors and
other church leaders attending a seminar
during Bible Preaching Week at Ridgecrest
Baptist Conference Center. “The church at
work is volunteer leadership.”

Volunteerism is based on the priesthood
of the believer and responsibility of individ-
uals to use the gifts, skills and interests God
has given them, Chandler explained.

“Church members, as Christians who are
also to be ministers, need the opportunity
to contribute their insights and talents,” he
continued. “To harness this energy, the pas-
tor has to develop planning and training
where people meet to work toward com-
mon interests and expectations.”

Chandler said the importance of volun-
teers becomes more obvious when you
consider the potential personal contact of
the 50,000 full-time staff members in South-
ern Baptist churches. Add to this the three

quarters of a million volunteers and the
contacts they make in their families, voca-
tions and in the community.

“In small churches where the pastor is
the only staff member, which is more than
20,000 in the Southern Baptist Convention,
volunteers are especially vital,” Chandler
added.

“In a practical way, God has placed the
resources in each church to fulfill the mis-
sion,” Chandler said. “Churches need to
move to establish a climate for motivating
persons to volunteer for important tasks.
This can be done best in a climate of stabil-
ity, teamwork, affirmation and challenge.

Overloading the volunteer worker is the
greatest danger churches in the denomina-
tion face in working with volunteers, ac-
cording to Chandler. He advises limiting
the number of major responsibilities as-
signed to any one person.

Vocation, family life or both will suffer
when a volunteer leader has an inordinately
heavy responsibility at church, Chandler
noted. Pastors need to make a strong effort
to broaden the base of involvement by en-
listing persons not involved in the ministry
of the church. Involvement results in per-
sonal growth of individual church mem-
bers, numerical church growth and growth
in the fellowship of the church.

“Volunteers are partners in the ministry
efforts of the church with the pastor, other
staff members and church members,”
Chandler said. “Their influence can reach
far beyond the limits of staff persons.”

Foreign Board Commissions 99 missionary journeymen

RICHMOND, Va. — The Southern Bap-
tist Foreign Mission Board commissioned
99 new missionary journeymen July 16 dur-
ing a service at Northminster Church in
Richmond, Va.

All Southern Baptist college graduates
under 27, the journeymen will work for two

99 represent at least 90 Southern Baptist
churches in 22 states and Canada. The
number tops by 17 the 82 journeymen
named in 1981, but falls short of the record
130 commissioned in 1980.

The new journeymen will travel overseas
in late July and August as the 1980 group

years alongside career ies in 43
countries, handling assignments ranging
from music ministry, youth evangelism and
teaching to well drilling, health care and
relief work.

The 18th group commissioned since the
first journeymen went abroad in 1965, the

[& letes service and returns to the United
were Allan A h
Russellville; Nancy Bryant, Pine Bluff; Ann
Cross, McNeil; David and Sonia Garrison,
of Camden and Arkadelphia; Mike Lee,
Warren, and Cheryl Reed of Summers.

Short named to New Orleans faculty

NEW ORLEANS — Mark Short has been
named associate professor of Church Ad-
ministration at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. His assignment will be ef-
fective at the beginning of the fall semester.
Classes begin Aug. 24.

The Texas native comes to the seminary
from the Louisiana Baptist Convention
where he was associate director -of the
Church Programs Services Division. He for-
merly served as manager of Glorieta Bap-
tist Conference Center in New Mexico, and
has served churches in Arkansas, Kentucky,

Oklahoma, and Tennessee as minister of
music and education.

Short earned the B.A. degree from the
University of New York and the M.L'S. from
the University of Oklahoma. He attended
Ouachita Baptist University and Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary.

He and his wife Margie are the parents of
five children: Mark 11, of Fayetteville, Ark.;
Marla, of Belle Plaines, Kansas; Marty and
Marvin, of Houston, Texas; and Marlon, at
Baylor University, Waco, Texas.
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Salvation is forever

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

It was the early evening of April, 1521, when Martin
Luther appeared before a group of notable men. His writ-
ings lay before him. He was asked whether he would re-
cant of the statements he had made. Knowing that his very
life was at stake, he asked for a day to consider the charges
that were made against him. A day’s reprieve was granted.

The following afternoon in a larger hall and before
an even larger crowd Luther reappeared. He stated that he
would recant if he could be convinced of his error, either
by scripture or by evident reason. Otherwise, he would
not go against his conscience, which was bound by the
Word of God. After a long discussion and no such evi-
dence was forthcoming. Luther emphatically declared,
“Here | stand. | can do no other.”

Unlike Martin Luther, at this point in his life, many of
us have doubts about what we have believed. Some even
doubt their very salvation.

Some dogmatists would have us to believe that no
“Christian” could ever doubt his salvation. However, no
matter how narrow the path that we attempt to walk,
every Christian’s life has its dark moments. To deny doubt
is to deny history and Christian experience. Were it not for
the need of reassurance, Il Timothy 1:12 need never to
have been written. Here, Paul declared, “. .. for | know
whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which | have committed unto him against
that day.”

Doubt is a predictable consequence of a number of
situations. It may arise with immature seekers or critical
human situations. Like any insecurity, doubting one’s sal-
vation is best handled by self-confrontation, that is, by ad-
mitting the doubt and seeking understanding from the
promise of the scripture. Rightly understood, we must
realize that salvation is a gift, that salvation is provided
on an individual basis and that salvation is eternal.

Salvation is a gift. The whole of the scripture centers
around the gift of salvation. The Old Testament believers
looked forward to the coming of Christ and today Chris-
tians look back to the cross. No scripture more graphical-
ly portrays the sacrificial gift than does the accounting of
the lamb in the wilderness which replaces Isaac as Abra-

ham’s sacrifice (Gen. 22:1-19). This prophetic passage
graphically portrays what Christ did for us as he became
the sacrificial Lamb.

Salvation is provided on an individual basis. The type
of salvation experience people have and the change that it
produces vary. For some, salvation leads to a totally new
lifestyle with new goals, new commitments and new friends.
For others, who had lived extremely consistent moral lives,
salvation is only an about face in attitude or direction.

No life was ever more notably changed than was
Paul’s on the road to Damascus; yet, Paul did not demand
this type of experience for others. Many factors affect the
kind of experience an individual will have. Among these are
an individual’s emotional makeup, the time in life in which
he makes a decision and the kind of life previously lived.

The other apostles who followed Christ had much
less dramatic experiences than did Paul. Yet, their salva-
tion was no less real.

Salvation is eternal. Conversion does not exempt an
individual from temptation, nor does it create perfect
knowledge. Paul aptly stated, “Now we see through a
glass darkly .. .” (1 Cor. 13:12). Paul’s faith was not based
on perfect knowledge but on perfect security.

There are'many evidences of this security. For exam-
ple, the life brought to us in Christ is described in many
places in the New Testament as eternal. Jesus said, “. ..
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life,” (John 3:16).

Again, our security is guaranteed in that we have a vi-
tal union with Christ. Because Christ lives, we also live.
One’s salvation is not contingent on what he does but rath-
er on the power of Christ who holds onto each Christian.

Finally, the believer’s security is guaranteed by the
seal of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13). The Holy Spirit which in-
dwells in each Christian is a promise of pledge that our re-
demption will be completed in the resurrection of the body.

May we have the insight and courage of Martin
Luther that we may know what we believe and may we
seek the commitment of Paul who wrote, “For me to live
is Christ, and to die is gain.”
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Nurturing compassion in our society

The truest test of any society lies in how
it treats its young and its weak. If it destroys
them either intentionally or by neglect, it
forfeits its right to moral leadership. It ul-
timately forfeits its future. If it nurtures
them and strengthens them, its moral and
spiritual health is sound. Its future can be
assured

Many societies have built their lives on
conquest, control and cruelty because their
religious affirmations were wrongly cen-
tered. The message that has come to us,
through the revelation of God in Israel and
in Jesus, centers in the fact that God cares
for the weak and for the young. In the Jew-
ish scriptures or our Old Testament, God in-
structed carefully that the young were to
be nurtured in understanding God's direc-
tion and honoring life with principle. As Je-
sus came, he sought out the broken and de-
feated and they heard him gladly. He re-
vealed that love reaches out toward the im-
perfect and the weak

In Alexis de Tocqueville’s famous jour-
ney around early America, he pojnted out

ouhAint

that one of the marks of America’s good-
ness was that when people were in need,
those around them moved to meet that
need. It is the presence of compassion

In our day of economic anxiety, we are
being sorely tested at the taproots of our
compassion. When we're struggling to keep
our heads above the economic waterline, it
is difficult for us to look with genuine re-
sponse at those who are not making it in
the struggle. That's showing up in govern-
mental actions and in community actions

The taproot of this compassion must be
renewed. Churches and fellowships of
Christians have a primary role there. And
one of the real hopes for renewing that
compassion lies in the telecommunications
media. Television and radio have served
well in graphically showing us human need
and providing challenges to meet that
need. It faces its greatest challenge in the
days ahead because of the climate of cool-

“ing concern for basic human rights and

human needs

by Jimmy R. Allen

Those of us who have a lovers’ quarrel
with television, in that we're always finding
its flaws and wanting it to improve, are now
bound to want to contribute positively to
meet this national challenge. Voluntarism
has been called for by our governmental
leaders as one of the responses to this mo-
ment. It is absolutely essential that we call
people to invest themselves in the volun-
tary assistance to those around us through
every available community resource. Tele-
vision and radio have the responsibility and
opportunity of contributing to a consensus
of compassion which may indeed recover
the soul of America

If a nation’s greatness is actually tested
by how it meets the needs of its young and
its weak, we still have agendas to deal with
on that subject

Jimmy R. Allen is president of the Radio
and Television C: ission of the South
Baptist Convention. He was president of the
Southern Baptist Convention in 1978-79.

A place to grow

“He grew up In
a church” is a
phrase spoken of
those whose par-
ents were active
members in their
local church and
who were encour-
aged, expected or .
required to attend ‘
church. 1, too. Q
“grew up in a ¥
church” for | can- Bohannon
not remember a time in which | did not
attend church on a regular basis.

This relationship to the church had
great effect upon my life for it provided
a nurturing environment in which to
grow — spiritually, mentally, and emo-
tionally. The foundation of my decision
to enter the ministry was laid in the local
church and was greatly influenced by
the loving concern and support of its
members.

Though the church in which | grew up
was not large enough to have paid youth
ministers, the people were committed to
the development of their youth through
Bible study, music, training, and mis-
sions. This commitment provided the
base for the nurturing, caring environ-
ment which is unique to the church.

| grew up in Bible study and in Sun-

by Ron Bohannon

day School. | grew because my teachers
cared enough to commit themselves. |
can’t remember the specific lessons |
studied, but | can’t forget the loving
concern, dedication, and patience of
some of the teachers. They provided me
with a strong foundation for theological
study and understanding which has
served as a base for my continuing spiri-
tual growth.

| grew, too, in Church Training and in
Church music. Concerned, dedicated
leaders and directors who shared with
me a great part of their lives taught me
the importance of discipleship. They
helped me to discover gifts and talents
and led me to put these gifts to work for
Cod

It was through the local church that |
was introduced to Royal Ambassadors, a
program which had great impact upon
my life. It taught me the importance of
applying the things | had learned and
the skills | had developed toward meet-
ing the needs of a very needy world.
Royal Ambassadors instilled in me a
deep concern for missions, both home
and foreign, a concern which resulted in
the commitment of my life to this en-
deavor.

It was not merely the programs, how-
ever, that made the church a place to
grow. Programs are such cold and in-

.

human things unless you have in-
volved people. | don’t remember all the
songs | sang, the lessons | studied, or the
activities | attended. But | will always re-
member the warmth of that group of
leaders. Though | did not realize it then,
they cared enough to spend long hours
preparing lessons, teaching classes, and
just spending time with me. These peo-
ple went far beyond merely teaching
Sunday School, Church Training, or mu-
sic; they lived the example of Christ —
caring for me, the things | felt, my joys
and my sorrows, my good times and my
bad times. They listened; they loved.

Today, I'm still growing. Now, as
then, it is not the great theologians and
philosophers who stimulate my growth.
It is not usually the great religious lead-
ers who inspire me. Instead it is the vol-
unteer leaders within the local congre-
gation who make the church what it is
— a place to grow.

Ron Bohannon is minister of educa-
tion, music and youth at Lakeshore
Drive Church in Little Rock. He is origi-
nally from Kensett, Ark. and has been on
staff at Lakeshore Drive two years. He is
married to the former Robin Harris. He
is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity and has attended Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary at Louisville,
Ky.
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Letters to the editor

Editorial disturbing

In the July 15 issue of the ABN, | became
disturbed by some of your comments con-
cerning Dr. Draper's message to the ABN.
First of all you urged Dr. Draper to use his
power of appoi (of commi ) to

Editor’s note: Thank you for your opinion
concerning presidential appointments. |
agree that President Dlal‘er should not ap-
pomt anyone,who does fiot believe in the
virgin birth,“the miracles'and the bodily
resurrection of - Chtist, or the absolute

make fair appointments recognizing the
wide variety of views. The question is, how
wide should he go? If it’s a matter of escha-
tology, “pre”, “post”, or “A”, that's one
thing, but if it's a matter of the virgin birth,
the miracles of Christ, the cross, the resur-
rection or the infallible word of God, that's
another.

The other disturbance comes from your
attitude toward healing the convention. If
unity, love, and overlooking one another’s
faults is one of our prime tasks, then why
the cutting remark about our past presi-
dents, who have supposedly failed to give
adequate support to all of our mission ef-
forts? You seem to seek a wide variety of
theological opinions but a narrow line for
Cooperative Program givers and support-
ers. | say praise God for our past presidents
who are men of God, especially Dr. (Adrian)
Rogers and Dr. (Bailey) Smith. My hope is
that Dr. Draper will be God’s man too, and
not men’s man. — Roy Hargrave, Jones-
boro, Ark.

h of the Bible. Such a person is not
a Soulhem Baptist. | do not, personally,
know any in our denommahon who deny
our most basic doctrines; although, I sup-
pose there are a few. . *

With respect to my comment that “some
of our presidents have failed to give ade-
quate support to all fission efforts,” if you
will reread the paragraph, you will see that
no mention was made of the Cooperative
Program, its givers or supporters. In the
context of the editorial | was speaking of
the Bold Mission Thrust, another name for
the Great Commission. — }. Everett Sneed

‘Moderate’ wrong term

The term “moderate” is increasingly be-
ing used in the secular and religious press in
referring to the contemporary controversy
in the SBC

It shouls be avoided. For many it implies
a compromised position somewhat be-
tween conservative and liberal. However,
the vast majority of Southern Baptists are

Arkansas honors Virginia RA group

Royal Ambassadors of Partlow, Va., and
their leader/pastor, Chris Rackley, were
honored at the Arkansas State Capitol in Lit-
tle Rock July 28. The appreciation ceremony
was in recognition for their part in blazing a
braille trail, Arkansas’ first and the third in
the United States, in Burns Park at North Lit-
tle Rock. Barbara Duncan, a visually im-

August 12, 1982

paired person and the state’s coordinator for
the Year of the Disabled, was in charge of
the ceremony in which Arkansas Traveler
certificates were presented to the Virginia
visitors (left). She is shown here (photo at
right) checking her braille order of service,
assisted by Scott Edwards, vice-president of
North Pulaski Association R.A.’s. Dignitaries

theologically conservative. They should in-
sist that the term “conservative” should not
be surrendered

If it is necessary or wise to use labels for
purposes of distinction, let it be “conserva-
tive” and “ultra-conservative.”

Also, it should be recognized that the
present controversy is not basically theo-
logical. It is primarily and ultimately politi-
cal. It seems increasingly apparent that an
effort is being made on the part of a rela-
tively few to gain control of our institutions
and agencies

Proof that it is primarily political is evi-
denced by the fact that there are pastors
who are ultraconservatives theologically
but who will have no part in the political
maneuvering. Good for them!

I am personally disappointed that some
capable, dedicated pastors are permitting
themselves to be used politically. It is time
that they woke up to what is being attempt-
ed and became aware of the ultimate re-
sults if the effort to “take over” is success-
ful

Whatever may be our specific position in
regard to the contemporary struggle, let us
refuse to accept or to use “moderate” as a
theological label for the vast majority of
Southern Baptist pastors and people. —
T. B. Maston, Ft. Worth, Texas

representing the state, civic organizations,
the city of North Little Rock and Arkansas
Baptist State Convention were speakers.
Neal Guthrie, director of Brotherhood work
for ABSC, received a special certificate for
the work being coordinated by Arkansas
R.A.’s on this Smokey Edwards Braille Trail.
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Arkansas all over

briefly

by Millie Gill/ABN staff writer

Hughes First Church

will observe its 60th anniversary with
homecoming Sept. 19. Pastor Carroll Evans
has planned a traditional morning worship
service that will be followed by a potluck
dinner. There will be an afternoon program
beginning at 1:30. Former pastors and staff
members will be speakers. Other guests will
include former members and friends of the
church. Mrs. C. G. Morgan is serving as an-
niversary chairman, assisted by Mrs. F. ).
Allen, Mrs. Henry Harmon, Bob K. Mc-
Kenzie and O. E. Worrell

Mount Carmel Church

at Cabot has planned a summer mission
project to be conducted within the Cabot
area. Youth and adults will divide into
seven teams to work with children ages
6-12 in Backyard Bible Clubs

Harmony Association

launched a new ministry Aug. 1 that was
planned by the Christian Ministries Com-
mittee composed of Kyle Johnson, chair-
man, Pat Manning, Mrs. Frances McCollum,
Mrs. Margie Pittard, Bennie McCracken and
Lannie Smith. Sunday worship services
have been planned for the Jefferson Re-
gional Hospital in Pine Bluff. There will be
12 associational churches assisting

Rosedale Church
in Little Rock will celebrate its 35th anni-
versary Sept. 19.

Sunset Lane Church

in Lmle Rock has broadened its missions
gram through the organi "

of A:mm for teenage glrls Manlyn Keen-

er is leader.

Blytheville First Church

men left July 31 for a mission project in Lin-
coln, Neb. Pastor Ed North led a commis-
sioning service for them on July 25. Youth
of the church recently returned from doing
mission work in Indianapolis, Ind.

Archview Church

in Little Rock will observe its 25th anniver-
sary Aug. 15 with a regular morning sched-
ule, followed by a noon meal and afternoon
program at 2:30. Glenn Hickey, director of
missions for Pulaski County Association,
will be afternoon speaker. Clyde Vire is pas-
tor.

Little Rock Immanuel Church

honored its retired church hostess with
“Mary Ruth King night” Aug. 11. Mrs. King
served the church 25 years before being
forced to retire due to her husband's illness.
Donations to the Kings were sought from
church members in multiples of 25.

Geyer Springs First

extended the church’s scheduled revival to
run through Sunday, Aug. 1. Pastor Paul
Sanders reported 53 conversions, 11 new
members and 154 rededications during the
first half of the revival week. Evangelist
Paul Jackson led the services.

Excelsior Church

was in a recent revival led by evangelist
Jeff Moore, |r. of Tyler, Texas. Pastor Wally
Thames reported three professions of faith
and that baptismal services for these were
held in the Jim Fork River.

Siloam Springs First

is beginning an adult weekday Bible study
for adults of all ages and church affiliations
at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. The first study was
scheduled Aug. 4. The study will be “GCreat
Truths of the Bible” by Alan Stringfellow.
Notebooks are available.

River Road Chapel

at Redfield will celebrate its fifth year at an
annual homecoming and will dedicate the
first permanent building on site at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 15. The dedication will re-
lieve the portable chapel now on site for
use at another mission site, Former pastors,
members and friends are invited to the
ceremony. Billy G. West is pastor of the
chapel, which is sponsored by Lee Memo-
rial, Rison and Pine Bluff First churches.

Indiana update

Pine Bluff Inmanuel Chun:h
recently conducted a lay I mis-

Balesville Wa! Church

sion tour to Odon, Ind. The 30-member
team, most of them retired adults, worked
with the Odon Church with men renovating
a portion of the church building. Others
assisted with a Vacation Bible School and
distributed tracts at a fair display booth.
There were 13 professions of faith record-
ded during the week. Pastor Mike Huckabee
and Bruce Rodtnick, minister of music, co-
ordinated work. Assistance for the trip was
provided by two other Pine Bluff churches,
Matthews Memorial and Eastside.

Page 8

d a mission team
]ulv 25. The group will be working in Bed-
ford, Ind., according to Pastor Randy Max-
well.

Heber Springs First Church

mission team has returned from Wabash,
Ind., where they led Backyard Bible Clubs,
conducted a weekend revival and did sur-
vey work, making contacts in 450 homes.
Bill Moxley, minister of music for the Heber
Springs church, was revival speaker. ). R.
Crow is pastor of the Indiana mission.

David L. Jackson

has joined the staff of
Central Church in
Jonesboro as.minister
of campus evange-
lism. He is a graduate
of Southern Baptist
College and Ouathita
Baptist Uiiversity.
This summer he com-
pleted gfaduate
school at Arkansas
State Umverslry with !

a master of mysic de- Jackson

gree. He is thel son of Rev. and Mrs. Lendol
Jackson of Powhatan.

Larry Nettles |

has resigned as music director of the Mor-
rilton First Church to accept a position in
Oklahoma.

Bob Sivils

has resigned as minister of music/youth at
the Sheridan First Church to move to Glen-
wood where he will serve as a band direc-
tor.

Bob Mathis

of Mountain Home has been awarded Mas-
tership in the Academy,of General Dentist-
ry after completing more than 600 hours of
continuing education in 13 prescribed sub-
ject areas. He is the first Arkansas dentist to
receive this award. Mathis is pastor of the
Lone Rock Church near Norfork.

focus on youth

Little Rock First

youth will report Sunday, Aug. 15 on a mis-
sion tour to Canton, New York. Thirty-nine
youth worked with Calvary Church there,
working in three day camps, aiding in con-
struction and presenting the musical, “Joy
Comes in the Morning.”

missionary notes

Ruth Spence, missionary associate to
Beirut, Lebanon, has returned to the States
(address: c/o Mrs. Pauline Sparks, P.O. Box
133, Knightdale, N.C. 27545). Born in Arkan-
sas, she also lived in Garner, N.C. At the
time of her employment by the Foreign
Mission Board in 1978, she was teaching in
an Anson County, N.C., school.

Mr. and Mrs. Norman L. Coad, mission-
aries to Upper Volta, have completed fur-
lough and returned to the field (address: BP
580, Ouagadougou, Upper Volta). He is a
native of Maplewood, Mo., and she is the
former Beverly Gallegly of Little Rock, Ark.
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis-
sion Board in 1972.
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Food and fellowship

Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle

£

Church wide picnic

If your church hasn’t had a picnic this summer, it's not too late. Last year, First
Church of Batesville had one of its most successful annual picnics the last Sunday

af in Sep , with new bers as honored guests. They were sent spe-
cial invitations, given name tags, and asked to share something about themselves
during the fellowship hour.

The picnic started at 3:30 for those who wanted to play games such as horse-

shoes, volleyball, and softball. Others brought lawn chairs and visited with new and
old friends until supper time at 5:30.
After the meal, the choir sang ““The Old Fashioned Singing,” an arrangement of
gospel hymns by Gene Bartlett. Then the congregation joined in singing several
familiar choruses before the pastor's sermon. Afterward, everyone felt they had
been to a real old fashioned “singing and dinner-on-the-ground.”

Committees worked to make the picnic run smoothly. The social committee
brought paper plates and eating utensils along with tea and punch. Another commit-
tee brought and assembled the sound equipment. Transportation was furnished
from the church parking lot for those who needed it. A publicity committee func-
tioned to assure that everyone knew the time, place, and other details of the picnic.

The recipes this month are excellent ones for a picnic, as well as other occa-
sions.

Judy’s apple pie
3 large Golden Delicious applies, sliced
1 cup sugar
1 stick margarine
cinnamon and nutmeg to taste
pastry for 2 crust 8-inch pie
Arrange sliced apples in pastry lined pie pan. Pour sugar over apples and slice
margarine on top. Dust with cinnamon and nutmeg. Cover with top crust, cut slits
and dust with sugar. Bake at 450 degrees for 10 minutes. Lower heat and bake at 350
until browned.
Sweet and sour baked beans
4 onions, cut in rings 2-15 oz. cans dried
¥% cup brown sugar lima beans, drained
1 teaspoon dry mustard 1 Ib. can green limas, drained
% teaspoon garlic powder 1 Ib. can red kidney beans,
(optional) drained
Y cup vinegar 1 Ib, 11 oz. can baked beans
1 teaspoon salt 8 slices bacon, fried
and crumbled
Fry bacon and remove from skillet. Saute onions in bacon grease. Add brown
sugar, mustard, garlic, salt, and vinegar. Cook covered on low heat for 20 minutes.
Add beans and bacon. Pour into large baking dish and bake one hour at 350 degrees
or cook on low heat in a slow cooker all day. Serves 12.
Virginia Kirk, professor emeritus at Arkansas College, is a member of Batesville
First Church. Jane Purtle is on the staff of Christian Counseling and Teaching Center

L in Syria, Va. They have enjoyed cooking together for several years. i)

OBU fall registration nears
ARKADELPHIA — Regi for the

While traveling in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, Annuity Board Presi-

David Meece concert
Sept. 4 at OBU

Contemporary Christian recording artist
David Meece will appear in a concert spon-
sored by the Student Entertainment and
Lecture Fund of Ouachita Baptist Universi-
ty Saturday, Sept. 4 at 8 p.m. in Mitchell
Hall Auditorium at OBU in Arkadelphia.

Meece’s third album, “Everybody Needs
a Little Help,” reached the top of contem-
porary Christian music charts. His latest
album, "“Are You Ready?” has enjoyed sim-
ilar success.

Ticket information is available from
Andy Westmoreland, director of student
activities, P.O. Box 793, Arkadelphia,
71923, phone 246-4531, extension 539,

Monticello BSU
sponsors ‘Truth’ concert

A concert by “Truth”, a seven-member
vocal group backed by an eight-member
band, will be held free of charge on the
lawn of the cafeteria at the University of
Arkansas at Monticello Thursday, Aug. 26.
The concert, which begins at 6 p.m, is
sponsored by the UA-Monticello Baptist
Student Union.

John H. McClanahan, putor' of First
Church ef Pine Bluff, is author of the Jan-
uary Bible Study for 1983, “I Peter: Mes-

sage of Encouragement”. The book was
blished by Broad Press, a division

dent Darold H. Morgan often is ques-

tioned about the Southern Baptist Re-
tirement Program for ministers and
church employees: The following repre-
sents his response to a frequently asked
question.

Q. May a member use the program to
secure a loan, as with a savings account?

A. No. A member cannot borrow from
the program or pledge the funds as col-
lateral on a loan.

August 12, 1882

fall semester at Ouachita Baptist University
will be held Tuesday, Aug. 31, and Wednes-
day, Sept. 1, according to Tom Turner, vice
president for academic affairs at OBU.

Registration will be held in Evans Stu-
dent Center and Lile Hall. The first day of
classes is Thursday, Sept. 2.

The last day to register or add a course is
Sept. 15. The last day to drop a course is
Oct. 21. Regi ion times are assigned by
student 1.D. numbers.

of the Sunday School Board of the South-
ern Baptist Convention. McClanahan has
been pastor at Pine Bluff First since 1965.
He holds the B.D. and the Th.D. from
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
and is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist Col-
lege (now University.) He has had a num-
ber of writings published by the Sunday
School Board. He is thought to be the first
Arkansan to write-a January Bible Study.
The series has been published since 1948,
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A word about your Baptist state papers

by Harold C. Bennett

Baptist state papers have been serving
Southern Baptists for 160 years. The 34
Baptist state papers have functioned effec-
tively and with commitment to the cause of
Christ and the mission programs of the
state conventions and the Southern Baptist
Convention

Southern Baptists are fortunate indeed
to have an adequate means of communica-
tions with the 36,079 Southern Baptist
churches and their 13,789,580 church mem-
bers

It is estimated that the state papers are
read by 5.5 million persons. The present cir-
culation of the state papers is 1,847,292,
with the estimate that at least three persons
have access to each paper and read all or a
part of the issue.

The oldest of the state papers is The
Christian Index which was founded in Geor-
gia in 1822, 23 years before the organiza-
tion of the Southern Baptist Convention in
Augusta, Georgia, in 1845 The Western Re-
corder, Kentucky was established in 1826
and is the second oldest state paper. The
newest state paper is the Northern Plains
News, established in 1976 and relates to the
Northern Plains Baptist Convention which
encompasses the states of Montana, North
Dakota and Wyoming

Prior to the organization of the Southern
Baptist Convention in 1845, there were six
Baptist state papers in existence. The Reli-
gious Herald, Virginia, was founded in 1828;
the Biblical Recorder, North Carolina, was
established in 1833; The Alabama Baptist,
Alabama, and the Baptist and Reflector,
Tennessee, were both established in 1835
The state paper with the largest circulation
is the Baptist Standard, Texas, with a circu-
lation of 376,544

The state papers have made an inestima-
ble impact on the work of the state conven-
tions and the Southern Baptist Convention
They exist to inform the Baptist constituen-
cy about the work of Southern Baptists, to
report the religious news, to challenge
Southern Baptists and to inspire church
members to action. This results in more in-
formed decisions, better coordination of
programs, clearer vision of the needs of the
people of the world and the undergirding of
denominational confidence.

Baptist Press is a news gathering and dis-
tribution service sponsored by the Execu-
tive Committee of the Southern Baptist
Convention. It began in 1946 as a part of
the work of the Department of Survey, Sta-
tistics and Information of the Sunday
School Board. Porter W. Routh was the sec-
retary of the department at that time. Later
that same year, under the leadership of
Duke K. McCall, the Executive Committee
assumed responsibility for Baptist Press
and in 1947 elected C. E. Bryant as director
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of publicity. Later Albert McClellan served
as director, and since 1959 Wilmer C. Fields
has been the director of Baptist Press. The
press releases are mailed daily to about 400
news media offices, including the Baptist
state papers, daily newspapers, wire ser-
vices, national magazines, radio and televi-
sion stations and networks and other pub-
lications of both religious and secular
press

“A well-informed constituency is essen-
tial for the health and strength of any dem-
ocratic body,” Fields said. “That includes
Baptist life. The Baptist state papers are
vital to this kind of enlightened participa-
tion. As we strengthen the role of these pa-
pers we strengthen Baptist life generally.”

Edgar R. Cooper, editor and manager of
the Florida Baptist Witness and president of
the Southern Baptist Press Association, has
indicated that state papers have faced a
number of postal rate increases during the
past 18 months. These increases have been
absorbed by the Baptist state papers
Southern Baptist editors are facing the pos-
sibility of further postage increases in the
near future This is a critical matter, but

Reprinted with permission from June/
July 1982 “Baptist Program” magazine.

Cooper said the state papers are making
the necessary adjustments to face the
Crisis.

Southern Baptists read the state papers
and are better informed about the work of
the state conventions, foreign missions,
home missions, the ministry of our six semi-
naries, and all of the other state and South-
ern Baptist Convention programs. | urge
support for the vital ministry of the Baptist
state papers.

There is one bright note. “While the post-
al rate increases hurt,” said Cooper, “it may
be good. It forces us to re-evaluate the pa-
per and to search for innovative ways to
meet the crisis.” He also stated that many
of the editors feel “paying our own way” in
mailing costs is the right way to go. It sup-
ports the historic Baptist position of the
separation of church and state. He be-
lieves, as many of us believe, that the Bap-
tist state paper is worthwhile and “if it is
worthwhile, let’s pay for it.”

It is appropriate that sincere apprecia-
tion be expressed to the editors and staff
members of the state papers. Their skills,
insights and commitment to the cause of
Christ are evident. They serve all of us as
we together serve our Lord and the church-
es of our Convention,

Harold C. Bennett is executive director
of the SBC Executive Committee.

SWBTS announces
archaeological museum

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP) — Artifacts
from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary’s continuing archaeological ex-
pedition in Tel Batash, Israel, will be housed
in the Charles D. Tandy Archaeological
museum when the new A. Webb Roberts li-
brary opens this fall on the seminary cam-
pus.

The Tandy Corporation, a consumer
electronics company, gave $100,000 to-
ward establishing the museum to house the
collection currently stored at Israel’s He-
brew University

Charles D. Tandy, a Baptist, was founder
and chairman of the board of Tandy Corpo-
ration, with headquarters in Fort Worth. He
died Nov. 4, 1978.

Under mutual agreement, artifacts dis-
covered at the dig at Tel Abtash (Timnah) in
Israel are divided between Hebrew Univer-
sity and Southwestern Seminary. Since the
seminary until this time has had inadequate
storage and display area, its share of the
finds have been kept at Hebrew University.

The 100,000 square foot A. Webb Rob-
erts library, to be dedicated Oct. 19, has
been constructed at a cost of $6.6 million
and is considered the largest theological li-
brary in the United States. Both the library
and the museum will be open to the public.

Leaders of Baptist Memorial Hospital ob-
served the 70th anniversary of the Mem-
phis institution with an advertising pro-
gram and a large birthday cake at a meet-
ing of trustees July 20. They are (from
left) Dr. W. Fred Kendall 11 of Union City,
Tenn., chairman of the hospital board of
trustees; Joseph H. Powell of Memphis,
president of Baptist Memorial Health
Care System, Inc.; and William A. Crabill
of Marks, Miss., board chairman of the
health care system. The three-unit hos-
pital is one of eight institutions in the
health care system.
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Going up

Construction underway on chapel at Camp Paron

Prayers are not the only thing going up at
Camp Paron this summer.

Construction began in July on a much-
needed chapel at the camp owned and oper-
ated by the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion. The go-ahead for the chapel was given
by the state Executive Board last December,
with most of the work to be done by volun-
teers. Some preliminary work was done in
May. Footings were scheduled to be poured
by Aug. 6, with the foundation completed by
Sept. 1. Framing is scheduled to begin by
Sept. 15 and the chapel is" expected to be
roofed and enclosed by Nov. 1, according to
Robert Ferguson, business manager for
Camp Paron

Anyone wanting to help on the chapel
may contact Ferguson at (501) 3764791
Room and board will be provided for work-
ers

Construction on the chapel at Camp Paron is under the supervision of
O. B. Yaeger, a North Little Rock resident serving as volunteer construc-
tion superintendent. (Above) Yaeger talks over some details with a
worker, (left) a backhoe operator and workers put their backs into dig-
ging trenches for footings, and (above left) take a breather while eleva-
tions of the work are shot.

August 12, 1982 : Page 9



Cradle Roll ministers to child, parents

NASHVILLE — “The best thing you can
do for a preschooler is reach his parents for
Christ” says Cos Davis, emphasizing the
importance of Cradle Roll ministries to in-
fants and their families

Davis, supervisor of the preschool pro-
gram section in the Sunday School Board's
Sunday School department, said the pur-
pose of regular home visits by Cradle Roll

Bauthen Seminary photo/Richerd Shock

Roy L Honeycutt (left) president of
Southern Baptist ical Seminary,
visited with Ronald M. Ford of North Lit-
tle Rock, alumni president of the state of
Arkansas, during a meeting of the Nation-
al Alumni Association Advisory Council
on the seminary campus in Louisville, Ky.

Sides awarded
Southwestern degree

James M. Sides re-
ceived the doctor of
musical arts degree
from Southwestern
Baptist Theological
Seminary during sum-
mer commencement
exercises July 16 at
Fort Worth, Texas.

Sides has been
choral director and
instructor in music at = .
Southern Baptist Col- Sides
lege at Walnut Ridge five years. He will be
leaving Arkansas this fall to accept an as-
sistant professor of music position at Toc-
coa Falls College, Taccoa, Ga.
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by Linda Lawson

visitor-teachers is to offer love and nurture
to the child, support to the parents and,
with families who are not Christians, to
share the gospel.

“Qur ability to parent is enhanced by a
growing relationship to Christ,” Davis em-
phasized. “Christ does make a difference in
a person’s life.”

In 1981, 11,188 of Southern Baptists’
36,000 churches reported a Cradle Roll in-
volving a total of 71,802 families. For 1982,
a goal has been set to increase the number
of churches having a Cradle Roll by 500
and the number of families by 10,000, ac-
cording to Cradle Roll consultant Patsy
Driggers.

Cradle Roll is both a ministry to church
members and an outreach program.

The desire by parents to provide the best
kind of home for their child and their con-
cern about meeting the child’s needs often
make them receptive to a visit from a
Cradle Roll visitor-teacher, said Davis.

“There’s probably never a time parents
feel more inadequate than when they hold
their first child and realize his total care is

up to them,” he noted. ¥

The support offered by workers must go
beyond the delivery of a white Bible and
smiling comments about the “pretty baby,”
said Davis. Workers must be willing and
prepared to offer help in meeting any
needs they discover and to share their faith
as opportunities arise.

Involving a child in the church through
Cradle Roll provides an opportunity for
workers to begin to offer love, nurture and
a strong spiritual foundation, said Driggers.

Churches with Cradle Rolls may discover
prospects through their regular visitation
program, suggestions from church mem-
bers and door-to-door visitation by Cradle
Roll workers.

Non-Christian parents are receptive to
visits by concerned workers from a church
“because they’re interested in the welfare
of their child,” said Driggers.

“It is important to relate as a friend and
to show love. The next step is to seek to in-
volve them in the church. One of the most
satisfying moments is when the first parent
makes a profession of faith,” she said.

-

TIGERVILLE, S.C. — Approximately
30 percent of youth attending Centri-
fuge camp at North Greenville College
here are making professions of faith,
vocational decisions or rededications,
according to camp director Keith Inman.

Centrifuge, sponsored by the Sunday

. School Board’s church recreation de-
partment, is being held this summer at
five locations nationwide, with the
Greenville campus being the newest ad-
dition.

Inman said the 337 decisions among
the 1,060 camp participants during the
first five weeks is approximately the
same percentage of decisions as those
at the four other locations in 1981. Cen-
trifuge also is held at Ridgecrest (N.C))
and Glorieta (N.M.) Conference Centers
and Mobile College (Ala.) and Hannibal-
LaGrange College (Mo.).

Inman, a student at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort
Worth, Texas, and a native of Blythe-
ville, Ark., attributes the high rate of
decisions to the fact that youth come
prepared to deal with issues critical to
their lives.

Activities of each week’s camp in-
clude Bible study, worship, fellowship

and recreation, with a strong emphasis

oncibaild (R el

Youth decisions highlight Centrifuge
; by David Haywood

campers and the staff.

Paul Aday, minister of music and
youth at First Church of Conyers, Ga.,
brought a group from his church to Cen-
trifuge. ““I don’t think there is pressure
put on the young people to make deci-
sions,” he said. “But the campers are
pulled away from distractions and set in
an environment where everything is
geared toward a Christian attitude.”

Larry Gray, associate pastor at Trinity
Church at Lexington, Ky., said one
strength of Centrifuge is the low-pres-
sure approach and the willingness of the
14 member staff to get involved person-
ally with the young people.

Approximately 14 percent of the deci-
sions are vocational commitments. “I
think that one of the reasons that the
number of vocational decisions are so
high is because we have representatives
from both the Foreign and Home Mis-
sion Boards on staff,” Inman said.

Inman said he believes Centrifuge will
have an impact on the future of Bold
Mission Thrust. “These are the people
who will be carrying the gospel to the
world in the year 2000,” he said. “I
would like to believe that Centrifuge
played some part in their decisions to
share Christ with their world.”

J
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Your state convention at work

Evangelism

Understanding of salvation necessary for response

It is very important for the Continued
Witness Training visiting team to understand
salvation. They must be able to communicate
these truths to the lost person. The lost per-
son must have a basic understanding of sal-
vation to make a genuine response to it.

Salvation is not just being good. Being
good enough to please God to receive eternal
life is one of Satan’s great lies. It is impos-
sible for a lost person to earn salvation. Sal-
vation is not just being religious. Saul of
Tarsus was a very religious man, but lost.
Man’s efforts at being religious ultimately

Shell
lead to the dead end of spiritual failure. Man within himself can

Christian Life Council
Walking before

In the midst of widespread discussion as to what laws are and
Y

are not constitutional, it’s good to look again at the p of

never become holy enough to please the holy God.

Salvation is the miraculous transformation. (Il Cor. 5:17)
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold all things are become new.” Salvation
makes whole our fragmented lives. It sets us free from our bond-
age. The glorious experience of salvation heals our wounded and
broken lives. It delivers us from the destructive power of sin. This
experience is a new birth that gives one a new nature in Christ.

A lost person receives salvation only by doing the impossible.
Jesus said in John 3:7 “Ye must be born again”. Only God can
make possible the rebirth.

Our highest goal in evangelism is for each of our Christians to
daily share Christ. It is our daily prayer that the evangelized will
become evangelists. — Clarence Shell Jr., director

Khal are proposed and voted upon are always to be within the
rk of such

our U.S. Constitution. The word preamble means walklng before.”
It is from the Latin word praeambulum. The preamble of a docu-
ment simply states its purpose. In case you have forgotten, the
p ble of the U.S. C ion is as follows:

“We the people of the United States, in order to form a more
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, pro-
vide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do or-
dain and establish this Constitution for the United States of
America.”

Any time the Ci with its are interpret-
ed, the preamble should be kept in mind. Laws and amendments

d

Stewardship
Budget programs develop stewards

Many churches develop, present and adopt a budget; fewer
churches have a definite plan for leading members to commitment
to these budgeted m-msmes

The S ion of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion produces six good budget development programs. They are
listed in order of time and work involved. The six programs are:

1. Basic Church Budgeting

2. Stewardship Revival

3. Tithers Commitment

Missions Ministries, Missions Department

There should be no law that will tear down and weaken a
more perfect union, the establishment of justice, the insuring of
domestic tranquility, the provision for the common defense, the
promotion of the general welfare, and securing the blessings of
liberty.

By the way, at least one teacher of the New Testament has re-
ferred to the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:1-11) as the preamble for the rest
of the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7). He refers to that sermon as
the Constitution of the Christian faith.

As dual citizens ol heaven and earth, we should be well ac-

inted with botl and constitutions. We certainly
should live by lhem — Bob Parker, director

4. Committed to Ministries
5. Growth in Christian Stewardship
6. Forward Program of Church Finance

The Stewardship Department has packets of Basic Church
Budgeting and Committed to Ministries available upon request. In-
formation on the other programs is also available. Contact the
Stewardship Department for materials or information on budget
development and promotion. — James A. Walker, director

Arkansas Campers on Mission Fall Rally set Aug. 26-28

The Fall Campers on Mission Rally is scheduled for Camp
Paron, Aug. 26-28. A historical tour and a stop at the Baptist Build-
ing in Little Rock are scheduled for the early arrivers. The regular
meeting will begin Friday evening with a potluck supper at 7:00.

The program will include a mission emphasis from Doyle
Lumpkin, chaplain for Youth Services Center, Alexander, Ark. Of-
ficers to serve for 1983 will be elected.

August 12, 1982

Campers are urged to bring their favorite craft to share with
the rally.

There were 10 Arkansans attending the National Campers on
Mission Rally in Knoxville, Tenn., July 23-25. The 1983 national
rally is scheduled for June 24-26 at Peach Queen Campground,
Jemison, Ala. — Pete Petty, director
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Arkansas Baptist State Convention

CONTRIBUTIONS

Total cash contributions recelved In office of Executive Secretary of
Executive Board January 1, 1982 through June 30, 1982.
Notify L. L. Collins, 525 West Capltol, Little Rock, Arkansas, If any errors are found In this report.
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HRON

:lnu CREEX
CLARKS CHAPEL

DAYTON

DENTON
EVENING SHADE
FELLONSHIP
FRIENDSHIP
-numo 18t
A

muucvm 157
10wt

JAMES FORK
LUNG RIDGE

NEW PROVIDENCE

AR
PLEASANT GROVE 02
PLEASANT GROVE
ROCR CREER
sHiLOM

TENPLE, WALORON
uulun HOPE

-nn 15t

WEST MARTFORD
WINFIELD
SOUTHSIDEs WALORON
BOLES MISSION

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
BUCKVILLE

BUCKVILLE ASSN

CONCORD

HT. TABOR

ROCK SPRINGS

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
CADDO RIVER

:Aona R1vER Assw

luu snl-cs

MT 10A 15T
MURPHY

NORMAN 15T
OAK GROVE

N 1ST
PENCIL BLUFF
REFUGE
SULPHUR SPRINGS
PINE RIDGE
BIG FORK MSSN

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

CALVARY

CALVARY ASSN
ANTIOC
AUGUSTA 15T

CENTRALy BALD KNOB
COTTON PLANT 15T
CROSBY

EL PASO

GOOD MOPE

GlA(i

su"lluvuu st

nouo-. OISBANDED

COOPERATIVE  DESIGNAT
PROGRAN GLFTS
238413 117,02
823,23
498,39
120470
377443

14128.00 112045
360407 320,00
395,43 87.00

125.00

13.592.38 24407200

5426 820400
424059
250415
238419 100.00

364925475 104670429
351.00
436494
787494
842439 86,70
ATasal
73400

7444039 892,73
182,44 384200
127445

44048471 30179022
360400 611429

11294440 265400

1063 879,00
446439

17673 223436

170,13 30,00

174038437 64571040

30300

94382403

aalt

'.o'o.ll

402.21
14200400
594400

557425
14408429
19251434

44941
59384

323
3e337.8¢
x.w-.oo
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CHURCHES

MORTON

LI

PANGBURN 15T
PATTERSON 18T
PLEASANT GROVE
PLEASANT VALLEY
RAYNOR GROVE
ROCKY POINT
ROSE BUD

SEARCY |
SEARCY 2ND
TENPLEs SEARCY
(lllll"- Hut'

WEST POINT

VALLEY

ROYAL MILL

DENMARK.

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
CAREY

CAREY ASSN

BEARDEN 1ST

l" €304
HOEN

IAGLI llLLI

-olovu 157
HANPTON 1ST
HARNONY

HOLLY SPRINGS
RANNING

NEW HOPE
OUACHITA
uns!unv
SHADY GR.

S0UTH unl. FOROYCE
SPARKNAN 15T
vmnvm 1sT
TINSMAN 1ST
TOLTP MERORIAL

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
CAROLINE

CAROLINE ASSN

CABOT 1ST
CABOT 2NO
CANEY CREEX
CARLISLE 15T
RS
couulul

r.noss lnms
OES ARC 15T
DEVALLS uuu 157
ENGLAND 1ST
HAZEN 1ST

€ 15T
IMMANUEL s CARLISLE
KEO
LONOKE
AT CARMEL
AN SPRINGS

NEW HOPE
OAK GROVE
OLD AUSTIN
PLEASANT HILL
STEEL BRIDGE
TOLTEC

WARD 15T
LS

uunn n
ROSERSON NEW BAPTIS

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

CENTENNTAL

ABERDEEN

ALWYRA 1ST
OEWITT 1ST

EAST sm. OEWITT
GILLET

GILI.UV 15t

CENTENNIAL Astu
18

num n'ua STUTTG

REYDELI

SOUTH uu. STUTTGA

ST CHARLES

sm"uu st

TICHNOR

FALTH

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
CENTRAL

CENTRAL ASSN
BENTON 15T

NTON
0T SPRING

sulE

CALVARY,

CENTRALY
L

August 12, 1982

COOPERATIVE
PROGRAR

921483
14001402

95,18
274200

1134100437

3813478
274827

41085, 04
135400

464101427

216875,
14087.35
114393435

124017472
24062480
1%,

3

100,00

14920.87
2

19697.94
429.30
1190444062

845,63
u.vn.oo

. .
269353454
60+
708413
334753462

19,694419

l-lQl-N
10474
1

DESIGNAT
GIFTS

14339.03
392,09
33.00
257431

190407
1550758

430400
654740453

11402400
1e281.00
243400
124800.98
230,93
175.00
133,00
383.00
130431
100400
342400
124817.00
150400
304301460

52400
443494

19352089

21233
330493
222.03

474180.23

150400

283.00
10104.88

375.22

224996457

184248456
3%.00
49123042
5402104

CHURCHES

GRAVEL WILL
MIGHLAND WEIGHTS
HILLDALEy ALEXANDER

MURRICANE LAKE
LAKE HAMILTON
lAlI!nﬂl! HEIGHTS
LARE

LEE c

leuuo umm $PGS

OWENSVILLE
ARCY

€Y
PLEASANT MWILL
RIDGECREST
RIVERSIOE
SALEN
SHERIDAN 1ST 50U
SHOREWOOD MILLS
TRINITY, BENTON
TRINITYs MALVERN
WALNUT VALLEY
BARCELONA ROAD
TENPLE

MAGNET COVE
MEADOWYIEW

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
CLEAR CREEK

CLEAR CREEK ASSN

ALMA 15T

ALTUS 1ST

BATSON

cass

CEDARVILL|
CLARKSYILLE 15T
CLARKSVILLE 2NO
COAL MILL 1ST

DYER 1ST
Eo AT ZIONy TRINITY
MAGARVILLE

OZARK 15T

uoY
SHADY GROVE
SHIBLEY

ADRA
TRINITYs ALWA

AND
EAST SIDE MISSION
CLEAR CREEX 50 BAPT
0ARK.

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
CONCORD

CONCORD ASSN
BARLING 15T
l!'ll

lwn n!. (3] uun
BOONEVILLE 1S

BRANC

BURNSYILLE

CALVARY, FT. snnn
CHARLESTON 15

EAST SIDEs n SHLTH
ENTERPRISE
EXCELSIOR

FORT sulvn 157
GLENDAL

GRAND Avt. FT SHITH
GRAYS

GREENWO0D 1ST
HACKETT 15T

HAVEN HEIGHTS

3

M SIDE CHARLEST
NOATH sln!.n SHITH
Oax CL

nusvlnl

PARIS 1S

PHOENIX vn.usl

COOPERATIVE
PROGRAN

93
11e315.01
1

214923418
34453604

231441
10473038

24032497
14921400

94751.02
24658.08
97

1834
34021463
11947044

801443

978,23

\n)h'z
30719436
Le377.08
901421
222.%8

11344

62

s23.81

470433
54583492
10797468

500400

5e668.47
34030.00
120461493
854426
82,50

328486
154937416
453.23

5000

104405481
233.74

849325.28

lu.n!.lz
24503475

120153.63

1174667.85

164976406
647494

697413

7421733
44240.83

DESIGNATED
GIrTS

64748413
150,00

62435
24004402
34038.08
141050400
10293031

44810409
14136408
30

14426.00
10427 lo

731.73
291438
300400
Te544e3)

842

a2
290.00

74863019
180400
404578.23
14087.20

14020400
10.00
148,00

31424400
54406419

0
15.75
ml.uv 9

212

o 2
115411
24939.00

34013471
14911490

CHURCHES COOPERATIVE
PROGRAN
PINE LOG
RATCLIFF 15T 1110303
ROSEVILLE 300400
AYE WILL 80217408
SOUTH S1DE.BOONEYVIL +00| o
SOUTH SIDE SAITH 3 3
SPRADLING 19101,00
TENPLEs FTo SAITH Se234.08
TRINITY. FTo SNITH 3410143
UNION MALL
MINDSOR PARK 11100-05
DELAWARE Leb
MOFFETT MISSION
WESTS10E 294077
BRIAR ‘lllk 222408
CENTRAL 1ST SOV 1920000
SOUTHS 108 -u.ruu 130,00
FALTH BAPTIST CHURC
ASSOCIATION TOTALS 3864257419
CONWAY=PERRY
CONWAY=PERRY ASSN
AWNA- D1SBANDED
BIGE! 200400
KASA ll' 450,70
HARRINY 14072400
STON 104438
MORRILTON 1ST Se170.48
NIMROD 18T Te0.00
PERRY 22 s
PERRYVILLE 18T 2+900.%2

PLEASANT GROVE

PLUMERVILLE 18T 133,00
SOLGOMACHIA A0T.a2
STONY POINT

THORNBURG. 930438
UNION VALLEY 324487

3 M CHAPEL
RG v.u MISSION

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
CURRENT=GAINS

CUmAENI-GAINS ASSN
1

Lhl12.21
BROWN®S CHAPEL
CALVARY, CORNI 8ll.1s
COLUMBIA JARRETT :
3064953

CORNING 1ST
EMMANUEL, PIGGOTT
GREENWAY 15T

HARMONY 292494
MOLLY ISLAND 170422
HOPEWELL 182417
KNOBEL 15T

MOARK 248400

MT PLEASANT

PEACH o-cnno st
PieeoTy

ALYNO 15T
HANNON h)w.u
SHILOMs CORNING

ST FRANCIS hloﬂ

SUCCESS ST l-"l-l.
TIPPERARY

WITT®S CHAPEL l.vu.u
PINE GROVE 434408
ANTIOCH 43433
ASSOCIATION TOTALS 474100423

DARDANELLE-RUSSELLVILLE

SCRANTON 15T
ano—wu ASSH
ATRINS

BARERS CAEER
BLUFFTON
CENTERVILLE
DAMVILLE 15T
OARDANELLE 1ST
DOvE!

EAST POINT
FAIR PARK
GRACE MENORIAL
HAYANA

#ECTOR 15T
HOPEWELL
IMRANUEL s RUSSELLYIL

14933,

2,937,060
235420
|u.u

s

.uu.u
90203417
1

OLA 15T
PITTSBURG
PLAINVIEW 1ST
PLEASANT vIEw
POTTSVILLE

OVER
AUSSELLVILLE 2N
IMMANUEL s OANVILLE

DRSIGNATE
GIrTS

21379

204.9)

208,23
1ea0T.79
317

1
44327400

14340,
2324

1402277

920.70
7.7

2110918472

343.73

800,00
809,38
132.00

13177200
151200

230400

84243410
189,69

108440
883,90

482,30

100400
1elT4a3)

284129409

110,00
338,22

470,00
94306
145,00
2eT24esb
120,09
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Cmenes VE  OESIGNATED  CHURCHES COOPERATIVE  OESIGNATED  CMURCHES COOPERATIVE
PROGAAR GIFTs PROGRAN GIFTS PROGRAN
Catvar [ETI ' 2300 LAKE STy PARAGOWLD 158437 14207 FELSENTHAL
CALVART, n-lonu;u 0400 300.00 Ll‘“l”! e ::l.g: GALILEE 312.70
o GRACE 3e151.69
ASSOCIATION TOTALS  434a8: 200278474 WEw FRIEND: as2031 HARAONY Te2iaeds
NEW LIBERTY 108414 HILLSIDE INtY
DELTA WTTS CHAPEL 1.0 WITIG 15T
LAMANJEL s EL DORADD 224020.99
VELTA ASSN PARAGOULD 15T esetezs JOYCE CITY 1e0ze.47
ARKARSAS CITY S.avT.08 978,30 PLEASANT VALLEY JUNCTION CETY 1ST
A0 ROBBS CHAPEL 495400 KNOWLES
..m. A SON 815415 ROSEW00D 410.92 LAPILE
SELLAIRE La9%8.18 STANFORD S06.8) LAWSON
sovoELL STONEWALL +01SBANOED C1BERTY
CHICRASAw A%%.Te 17300 THIRD AVESPARACOW D LOUANN
COLLINS 1,019,000 400.00 Unity 120.00 1 Ll £ AVELSRACKOVER
DANIEL Crarel VINES CHAPEL MARRABLE mILL
DeRmO1Y 134239008 Bell2a19 wALCOTY Le 748,00 25204 HIOwAY
£UDORA Zeos8all WEST VIEW 3450%.01 14023481 NEW LUNDON
CaInes NORPHLET 15T
JEwWN1E %400 ASSOCIATION TOTALS 63.274430 284709438 PARKVIEW
J(I?a‘ l;l-?ﬁ PHILADELPHIA
e 10203078 SALER
LARE wiLLAGE 2921200 HARNONY SMACKOVER 18T
AR T SUUTH SIDE.EL DORAD
Kh!“( st 4490801 MARMONY ASSN 1+000.00 s HENS 15T 9, 3
b 3 ALTHEIRER AST 10689438 59600 SYRoNC st 130200049
3O%Ge: ANOERSON CHAPEL I u.u 232045 400
‘- 100.00 SYLYAN MILLS 400.00
v‘l Slﬂo EUOORA TEMPLEs CAMDEN 1+20%.27
Lbsod laan TENPLEs EL DORADD 842. 10 90400
....a.“ donsLouind 11024520 THREE CREEKS 34023404 3e119.53
PARRNAY 29232024 o TRINITYs EL DORADO 9271946 219611
PORTLAND hhed union 50120496 845,00
KICHAND it bdds URBANA 15T 19527425 14150.00
SHILON 830 VICTORY 12971289 961406
SOUTH WCGENEE LTeih VILLAGE 14327447 S61450
TENPLEs DERROTT “n,'m WESSON 145425
TILLAR 18T 24 Eaihd wEST SIDEsEL DORADO 61070433
AYSON Tortiged 7€ CITY 20200
M i -
S Pprcs 1L0%000 45.00
- 1
R ios viras sy nicKoAT Grove sty ASSUCIATION TOTALS 2044286435
AEL I BLurE LITILE RED RIVER
T e g :"‘“‘ “ L 5 :Z""; LITILE XED RIV ASSM
LEE ‘“IAL 3e9106.05
FAULKNER €O ASSN L I000 oL Mgt SRUNNSYILLE 335.00
SERYL LaSas.es MATTHEWS WE: 270010 ITkNlt! RIDGE 231.00
on0 257430 A esTie thay CONCORD 1T 492435
BRURLEY CHAPEL 1:580.88 OAK GROVE 312486 HARKIS CHAPEL
CADRON RIDGE 19320.21 WEST SIDE MSSN 30.00 MEDER SPRINGS 1ST 84583.04
CoNwAY 15T 15 PINE BLUFE 15T s LIFELIn
& 23 BLUFF 20 LONE STAR
ERmANUEL s COWNAY PLURRAYO0D HTe OLIVE 375,00
AT 210w RANKIN CHAPEL 3.ay; e 1M #1-00
FRIENOSHIP R1SON 24289.01 NEw BETHEL
HAPPY HOLLOW SHANNON 765.00 PALESTING 284203
MARLAN PARK S0uUTH un(.uu( BLF 51769451 PINES
-unn-v STAR CITY ST 30826059 PLEASANT WI0GE
nL WABBASERA, INACTIVE PLEASANT vaLLEY
nrnouu st TSON CMAPEL Se0ble2 PUST OAK .75
N vERNON ot 19556293 QULTAAN 1052532
narLOR ¥ 90.00 SOUTH S10EJHEBER SP 1087378
NEW BETMEL s RIVER IBAD K‘A’!l 10400 -:;;3;0& 157 10395.49
*304+ SHEPHERD MIL 24033473 849,04 w000s!
Peasar chove et o b
0032+ ASSOCIATION TOTALS  207,371.96  904055.06
SoUTw SI0e,Damascus 2,405,410 1,239,085 ASSOCIATION TOTALS 40,849,264 154312438
w
wOOSTER 15T 1e793.98 81942 INOEPENOENCE LITILE RIVER
GOLD CREEX
Lerenoence assn
SALTILLO WELIGNTS “29.23 ™
A BATESVILLE 19450000 94435.97 LITTLE RIVER asSN
SREENMRINR CLALY Lom3ss20 30%ea3 CALVARY, nruvluz 164100222 Te667.19 oy it 1é908.50 8,923.90
CALVAR 337.35 509.00 3cere
ASSOCIATION TOTALS 674983015 36,T21.32 conn, Ye937200 331500 BINGEN 15T 165280 825.00
Cushman 50400 BRUMNSTONN
GARLAND COUNTY DESHA 15T 10522037 162400 CENTRALoENERAL 5PC 14800.00
EASTSIDE, CAVE CITY 493229 401450 CMAPEL WILL 905475
CEDAR GLADES EMRANUEL +BATESVILLE CoLumsus
ANTIOCH FLORAL 10260429 14137203 OIERRS 15T
ENMANUEL HOT SPRING RARCELLA 263417 FOREMAN 15T Lizae
FAIRDALE MOUNTATN VIEW 1ST T MICKS 15T 209.09
GRANO AVE, WOT SPCS "t NORATIO 1ST 2,201.52
MARVEYS CNAPEL NORTHSIOE BATESVILL KERM MEIGHTS a13.30
JESSTEVILLE PILCRINS RES LIBERTY
RILL CREER PLEASANT Duus LOCKESBURG 1ST 24704490 19322451
AQUNTAIN PINE 1ST SEmaETn LONE OAx 150,00
ROUNTAIN VALLEY AT RORIAW 10,00
PARK PLACE RUDELL WILL AURFREESBORO 15T 2,769.51
RECTOR MEIGHTS SALADO NASHVILLE 157 130773018
VISTA WEICHTS SULPHUR ROCK ™
GARLAND COUNTY ASSN ESVILLE 0AX GROVE 570 217436
WHITE RIVER 0GOEN 363.78 15%.52
ASSOCIATION TOTALS AR ViAne INACTIVE
NEMARK SOUTHERN :;‘D“":' 40674.03 990478
FELLOWSHIP 683,94 92400 K HILL .
GREENE COUNTY i STATE LINE e
ASSOCIATION TOTALS 694002454 MASHINGTON 180.00 100.00
GREENE ASSN wILTON 1ST 1.088.18 590.63
L LIBERTY WINTHROP 15T
BEECH GROVE LAKES10E 203.70
BETHEL STATION LIBERTY ASSN CROSS ROADS 1ST 185200
BIG CREEX FAIRVIEW KOAD 294400
BRIGHTON CALEDONIA ASSOCIATION TOTALS 52,578.82  37.596.18
BAOWN®S CHAPEL CALION 15T
Lu‘:::';l:-. T ::::: 187 RISSISSIPPL COUNTY
) o
CLARKS CMAPEL CHIOESTER 14325.00 DLSSISSIPPL CO asSH 1t xaieaL
ROSS. ROADS 24333047 443,05
EAST SIDEsPARACOALD CULLENDALE 15T 1 84963221 SETWANY 2 BLYTHEVILLE 435495 31.55
rammuien EAST MAINoEL DORADO 15008370 84970.05 BLACKWATER 1
EBENEZER Seoll.8s 2+515.09 BLYTHEVILLE 15T 624977449 10,092.81
FONTAINE 30.00 €L DORADO. 15T 224561055  S1e246all BRINKLEY CHAPEL 90400 5
IWANUELy PARAGOULD 20993245 s21.10 EL DORADO ZND 250230468 134733.18 SKONN CHAPEL 31100 114028
LAFE 100.00 ELLtorT 54859480 64281207 CALVARY 3 BLYTHEVILLE 204724 9240417
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CHURCHES

CALVARY, OSCEOLA
CENTHAL, OYESS
CLEAR LAKE

COLE RIDGE
CXOSSHOADS

OELL

EAST S10€s OSCEOLA
ERMANUEL +BLYTHEVILL
ETOWAN .
GOSNELL

JUINER
KEISER 15T
LEACHVILLE 15T

ulnuv BLYTHEVILLE
ARl
-unlnh MANILA

un.so- 187
WOOOLAND CORNER

FRIENOSHIP
BETHEL

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
ATe Z1ON

NT ZION ASSN

ALsUP

BAY
BETHABARA

BLACK OAK

B0MO0 15T

BOWRAN

BROOKLAND

BUFFALD CHAPEL
CARAWAY

CASH 1ST

CENTRAL, JONESBORD
CHILORESS

nlll(

EcYP

Fi Ml svuw-u.nln
nlul)v.

nun s
uu CITY 1ST
LUNSFORD
MONETTE 1ST
ATe PISGAN
WTe Z1OW

METTLETON

UNIVERSITY

WALWUT STy JONESBORO
WESTVALE
WOOOSPRINGS

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

NURTH ARKANSAS

BLUE EYE

EUREKA SPRINGS 15T
NORTH ARKANSAS ASSN
ALPENA

BATAVIA

BEAR (ll!l SPRINGS
BELLEFON

ltll"ltl! sy

l\nuwlou
CASSVILLE

R
uat MELGHTS
LAw000
wnuu- HARR I SON
EVERT
u(um HELGHTS
1THER
GRANOVIEW 1ST
GREEN FOREST 15T
GRUDE SPRINGS
MARRISON 15T

OREGON FLAT
0SAGE
PARTHENON

August 12, 1982

COOPERATIVE  DESIGNATED

GIFTS

o212

14280447

19462420
52

32
$1.0%
318.00
212.00
328,57

A'!-l!
14912400

11609449
320.00
383.31
129.85

5433164
138.00

14573290

1e477.00

. 282,80

orest 110.00

1450655233 404036.65
35,48
24268450
665,73
2,084.35

44709.97
156,43

669460
30286410

119.71

S3.28

1250164250 534635.79
3021173 10936425
24820495 Leal2.25
l.uw.), 10335.28
918400

Le336.91 631220
240400 302400
104416435 34284079
$50.02 56382

476,00
10225492
11604425

250400
3.832.14

318.50

CHURCHES COOPERATIVE
ROCR SPRINGS

AU0D

STe JOE 1ST

SOUTH SIOEWLEAD WIL
TRINITY

uNION

VALLEY SPRINGS
WOUOLAND WEIGHTS
MARBLE FALLS
WESTERN GROVE CHAP
SNOWBALL

LAKELAND

BEAVER LARE

320.00
158,31

ASSOCIATION TOTALS 1054029244

NORTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION

chaNTo ISy 49383.95
HAL
n«.

Awu. KL 219479
Lesore 1 “e504.00
NEW HOPEI l 105466
NORTH CENTRAL ASSN
AEE BRANC) 3e6e18
BOTKINSURG 60400
CORINTH
FORMOSA 14170410
FRIENDSHIP lelolale
LEXINGTON 192495
rtL oEe 480,00
PLA
nusuv VALLEY se51
HUPE 35711
swluw 643.06
SHADY GROVE 408254
SHIRLEY 060491
QURNT RI0GE 10400
2iom
FAIRFIELD BAY 30802483
ASSCCIATIUN TOTALS 190006467

NORTH PULASKE
NORTH PULASKI ASSN
ansoY
BARING CROSS
BAYOU NETC
SETHANY
CALVARY . NLR
CEOAR MEIGHTS

CENTRALY NLR
CHAPEL WILL

CRYSTAL VALLEY 64044200
FORTY SEVENTH 5T 44045400

56080
GRAVEL RIDGE 15T 6y124a98
GHAVES WEMORTAL 24237.00
HIGHMAY 74387410
HILLTOP

INDIAN MILLS

INDLANMEAD LAKE
JACKSOMYILLE 15T
JALKSONVILLE 2NO

RARSHALL ROJoVILLE
MORRISON CMAPEL
NO LITILE ROCKy 1ST

UAKMUOU 364460
PARK MILL 374510473
PIKE AVEMUE) MR 4021448
REROUN 24411200
:muu 151

e
SHERWOOD 151 54253403

sulunvu STe MR BONT
STAN

sunu nn.u st 00400
2108 14829.9%
-lunn ROAD MSSN 10269495
MAUMELLE 73960
GETHSERANE ERLTCOLY

ASSOCIATION TOTALS 2744123404
OUACHITA
JUACHITA ASSH
ACORN 215,03

BETHEL

BOARD CAMP
CALVARY, MENA
CHERRY MILL

128,
1el56.36

Cove 15T

OALLAS AVENUE, MENA
DEQUEEN 1ST
GILLMAN

GRAN

HATFIELD 15T
HATTON

LOMER BIG FURKYINAC
mEwA 15T

NEW HOPE

SALEM

Te0 MILE
VANDERVOORT 15T
WICKES 1ST

YOCANA

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

464863.70

OESIGNATED
GIFTS

430.28
283240

34320.90

30.00
928294

586450
122400

236400
10825442
63T

2032
365474

230420
300400

1e4s

Je179.70
280409022
34059417
137,00

AT2475
00400
130440472

310.72

12.80
100.00

24002428
104942443
52400

119.09

208444
S73.78

264105.08

CHURCHES

PULASKI COUNTY

BRYANT lsv SWD(I.

CALVARY,LITTLE ROCK
CHICOT ROADJMABELVL
CROSSRUAD

CRYSTAL MIL

FOREST WIGHLANDS
FOREST ln-u
GARDEN

GEYER svuucs st
GREEN MEMORIAL

uusnnﬂ ORIVE
LIFE LIN

LITTLE to(l 1St
LITTLE ROCK 2ND
MARKHAN STREET, LR
MARTINDALE

NALLS MEMORIAL
NATURAL STEPS
NORTH POINT

PLAINVIEW

PLEASANT GROVE

PULASKT WEIGHTS
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Unchurched Americans increasing faster than Baptists

GLORIETA, New Mexico (BP) — The
number of unchurched Americans in-
creased almost twice as fast as the number
of Southern Baptists during the decade of
1970-80, the director of the Home Mission
Board's research division told more than
1,900 persons attending Home Missions
Week at Glorieta Baptist Conference Cen-
ter.

Orrin H. Morris said recent research indi-
cates Americans who are not affiliated with
any religious group increased by five mil-
lion, or 23 percent, from 69 million in 1970
to more than 84 million persons in 1980.

The number of Southern Baptists,
ever, increased only two million or 15 per-
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cent to 13.6 million in 1980.

Morris said the data indicates Southern
Baptists are going to have to work harder to
keep up with the mcrease in unchurched
Ameri if the d ion is going to
meet the goal of Bold Mission Thrust.

Pointing to another research report, Mor-
ris said the number of new churches estab-
lished by sect groups in America increased
by more than 30 percent during the past
decade, compared to only four percent for
Southern Baptist churches.

Sect groups established more than 3,800
new churches during the decade, compared
to a net gain of only 1,400 Southern Baptist
churches, Morris said. All other Baptist

by Jim Newton

groups in America reported an increase of
6,300 churches during the decade.

During the same period, however, the
number of evangelical churches in Ameri-
can declined by 1,400 congregalnons, other

churches d 2,700;
and the number of all types of Cathollc
churches decreased by 1 100

Morris ¢
must put more emphasis on establishing
new churches, rather than building “super
churches,” or building cathedrals, »»¢5 10

He also called for more emphasis on
meeting the needs of people, both the rich
and poor..Morris said Baptists seem to have
neglected ministries to both the “up and
out” and “down and out.”
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Families should be conscious of birthrights, expert says

’
GLORIETA, N.M. (BP) — Christian fami-
lies need to deal with the reality that in
almost every family, one of the children re-
ceives the parents’ “blessing” or “birth-
right,” even though the parents may not do
so consciously, a family life expert says.

Karl Olsson, a member of the Evangelical
Covenant Church (Swedish), author and
authority on family life, spoke to Southern
Baptist chaplains at Glorieta Baptist Con-
ference Center during Home Missions
Week.

As Southern Baptists begin a three-year
emphasis on strengthening families, Bap-
tists need to be aware that the biblical tra-
dition of giving one child “the blessing”
still exists unconsciously in most families
today, Olsson said.

The unconscious “blessing” can cause
rivalry, resentment, authoritative control
taking, psychological problems among
family members, and conflict within the
family, Olsson said.

If Baptists are going to be effective in
strengthening families, they must deal with
this natural, human tendency with love, un-
derstanding and sensitivity, Olsson added.

Among the families in the Old Testament,
there was almost always the “chosen son”
(and the “unchosen” son) who received the
father’s blessing and birthright,” Olsson
said. The classic example is the story of
Jacob stealing the birthright from his broth-
er, Esau, who was “the chosen one” in the

by Jim Newton

family. Another classic example is the storys
of Joseph and his “coat of many colors,”
Olsson said. In the New Testament, the
best example is the story of the prodigal
son who was “the chosen one” and the
elder brother who was “unchosen,” he said.

Even today, in many families parents
“choose” one child to inherit certain family
heirlooms or items with sentimental value.
This often causes resentment among the
other children who feel the brother or sister
is loved more by the parents, and granted
special privileges, he said.

Olsson said this natural tendency among
parents today is not necessarily bad, “it is
just human.” But it does sometimes cause
problems.

To deal with it, Olsson said parents
should show love to the “unchosen” and
seek to assure them, “1’'m going to give you
as much love as | can possibly give you.”
But they also need to recognize “the bless-
ing is a mystery that is beyond control,”
and to “accept that which they cannot
change.”

Another way to deal with such family
problems is to invite all family members
into what Olsson called “the family of
grace,” the church, where the separation
between the blessed and the unblessed is
transcended in Christ, and where all are
spiritual equals.

Although Olsson said there is no data to
back his hypothesis of the “blessed” and

Missions awareness urged for youth

GLORIETA, NM. — While studying

aboul mlssmns |s important, youth also
| with missi

to veally understand how God uses people

in mission service, according to an editor of

mission materials.

Mary Jo Stewart, an editor with the El
Paso Baptist Publication Mission, told lead-
ers of youth during Summer Youth Celebra-
tion here, “It is real important for youth to
get to know missionaries. They need to dis-
pel misconceptions and to find that mis-
sionaries are real, ordinary people that God
uses.”

In encouraging leaders to provide oppor-
tunities for young people to meet mission-
aries, she urged that they “get acquainted

with missionaries working at different kinds -

of careers — teaching, medicine, music,
agriculture, publishing.”

An additional method of involvement
she recommends is encouraging youth to
get to know persons from other countries.
“Meeting internationals provides an ap-
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by Charles Willis

preciation for other cultures,” said Stewart.

Personal involvement is one of the most
important teaching tools, she feels. “A lot
of young people don’'t know about the mis-
sion needs of their own communities,” she
said. “What missionaries do in other coun-
tries is the same thing you can do here. Mis-
sions is missions. It isn’t confined to a geo-
graphical area.”

Mission tours to other countries can be
fun, Stewart said, but it is much more prac-
tical to take youth to a country where they
can use their own language. “I've had
young people tell me they went to a foreign
country, but they couldn’t talk to the peo-
ple,” she said. “When | asked what they did
on their trip, they said they learned to smile
a lot.” Working with English-speaking con-
gregations in some foreign countries may
provide a practical solution to the language
barrier, she said.

Youth who feel called to vocational ser-
vice often need help from leaders in under-

“unblessed,” he believes many pastors and
religious leaders turn to the church and
ministry because they are the “unblessed”
ones in their families and find their “bless-
ing” by ministry in the church.

Olsson called for emphasis in the family
and the church on “loving and levelling” in
which all members of the family are loved
and accepted as equals.

In an interview, Olsson said many of his
concepts about the family were developed
in personal conversations with Myron Mad-
den, a Southern Baptist who is director of
pastoral care and chaplaincy at Southern
Baptist Hospital in New Orleans. Olsson
and Madden have been friends for 38 years
and were chaplains together during World
War Il

In 1972, both Madden and Olsson wrote
books on the concept of the blessing; Mad-
den’s “The Power to Bless,” and Olsson’s,
“Come to the Party,” (based on the story of
the Prodigal son).

Olsson said another Southern Baptist
who “changed my life” was Howard Butt,
who invited him to Laity Lodge in Leakey,
Texas, in 1967 for a conference that ulti-
mately led Olsson to resign as president of
North Park College and Seminary in Chica-
go and begin leading conferences and
workshops- for churches and religious
gvoups both in the United States and Swe-

en.

standing the meaning of their call and the
actions they need to take, said Stewart.
“It's better to make an open-ended com-
mitment to following God's will at that age.
Narrowing a decision to a field of service is
generally not finalized until college or
later,” she said.

She warned that spontaneous public de-
cisions for-mlsslon service made in highly
| services i create prob-
lems for youth. “If missions is really the
thing for them, they’ll come out all right,”
said Stewart. “If missions is not for them,
they will be embarrassed because they
made a public commitment.

“1 think kids ought to get emotional be-
cause something has happened in their
lives and not have something happen be-
cause they got emotional,” she noted.

More than 2,200 youth and leaders at-
tended the Summer Youth Celebration
sponsored by the Sunday School Board’s
church training department.
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Southern Baptists collide at school prayer hearing

WASHINGTON (BP) — Four Southern
Baptists, including two U.S. senators, col-
lided over the school prayer issue at a Sen-
ate hearing

As the Senate Judiciary Committee
opened a series of hearings likely to extend
into September on President Reagan’s pro-
posed constitutional amendment on public
school prayer, Sen. Mark O. Hatfield,
R-Ore., told the panel he opposed the mea-
sure, while his colleague, Sen. Jesse Helms,
D-N.C,, reiterated his long-standing support
for such legislation

Appearing on a panel of religious lead-
ers, former Southern Baptist Convention
president Jimmy R. Allen said the proposal
would be “a mistake rather than a
solution” for resolving disputes over free
exercise of religion rights

On a separate panel Edward E. McAteer,
president of the Religious Roundtable and
a member of Memphis Bellevue Church,
urged the panel to pass the amendment
“with all possible speed to nullify the in-
famous decision of the highest court of
ours which virtually stopped prayer in our
nation’s classrooms.”

Hatfield contended that assuring free ex-
ercise rights can best be accomplished by
considering realistic alternatives to the
President’s proposed amendment.

“Instead of concentrating our attention
on initiatives like a school prayer amend-
ment, which | oppose,” Hatfield said, “1
would urge my colleagues to devote their
energies to rooting out ridiculous barriers
that have been erected to forbid voluntary
meetings of students who seek to meet and
pray in non-disruptive ways.”

Helms told the panel he supports”the
President’s propsal but will continue to
push his own school prayer bill which re-
moves Supreme Court and lower federal
court jurisdiction in school prayer cases.

Helms also leveled a blast at the media
in general for failing to report his conten-
tion that “Marxists and out-and-out Com-

Senate passes act to benefit

WASHINGTON (BP) — Legislation to re-
move Internal Revenue Service obstacles
hindering churches from providing minis-
ters and lay employees with adequate re-
tirement incomes has been passed by the
U.S. Senate.

According to the legislation’s sponsor,
U.S. Sen. Lloyd Bentsen, D-Texas, the legis-
lation amends “several provisions of the
IRS code that unfairly obstruct the accept-
able accumulations of retirement benefits
for the majority of clergymen and lay em-
ployees of denominations.”

The Bentsen-introduced legislation,
$.1910, was incorporated into the large tax
bill which passed the Senate 5047 on July
23, and currently is awaiting action by the
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munists” have been involved in opposing
stateemandated prayer in public schools.

Allen, president of the SBC Radio and
Television C ission, emphasized he
was speaking for himself as a “theological-
ly conservative evangelical Christian” since
it “is a cardinal principle among Baptists
that no Baptist speaks for another.”

The former pastor of First Church of San
Antonio, Texas, urged the committee to let
the “confusion about what can and cannot
be done in the free exercise of our faith
within the context of public education” be
resolved by the courts. He emphasized that
courts are just now beginning to define the
meaning of the free exercise clause of the
First Amendment after years of “hammer-
ing out the meaning of the no establish-
ment of religion clause.”

“To attempt to solve the issue of free ex-
ercise of religion in public education as
suggested in this amendment to the whole
Constitution is to use a sledgehammer and
pickax for an operation which demands a
laser beam and scalpel,” Allen said. He in-
sisted the amendment is unnecessary “be-
cause the right to prayer is already safe in
our nation.”

McAteer acknowledged that individual
voluntary prayer is available, just as it is to
prisoners in Siberian labor camps, and pen-
itentiary inmates on death row

“This is not what we have in mind when
we say our little children should be allowed
to practice voluntary prayer,” McAteer ex-
plained.

McAteer also said in response to a ques-
tion from Sen. Jeremiah Denton, R-Ala,
who chaired the hearing in the absence of
Judiciary Committee chairman ). Strom
Thurmond, R-S.C, that he opposed use of
state-written prayer in classrooms. How-
ever, in his statement he indicated that
under the prayer amendment, local prayer
leaders would be free to compose their
own prayers. “’If groups of people are per-
mitted to pray, someone must have the

ministers

House Ways and Means Committee

The legislation is supported by the
Church Alliance for Clarification of ERISA
(Employee Retirement Income Security
Act), an organization of 27 U.S. church de-
nominations. It would permit participants
in denominational retirement programs,

who typically have a pattern of poor com-

pensation in the early stages of their
careers, to make catchup contributions to
their annuity plans in later years.

The bill also would treat all years of a
person’s service in any Baptist congrega-
tion, agency or institution as service to a
single employer, an important change since
the years of service in the present job is one
factor in determining the annual limit of

by Larry Chesser

power to determine the content of such
prayer,” he said.

The Memphis layman also pointed to the
1982 Southern Baptist Convention resolu-
tion supporting the prayer amendment
which reversed long-standing SBC opposi-
tion to state-sponsored religious exercises.

Explaining the change in the SBC posi-
tion, McAteer said, “Because of the way
the question had been framed and how the
agenda had been set for debate, Southern
Baptists had been prevented from having
af opportunity to say to the nation what
they really thought about prayer in
school.”

Asked by Denton about the 1982 SBC
school prayer resolution, Allen offered a
different analysis.

He pointed to his written testimony
which explained that Baptist churches elect
messengers and not delegates to annual de-
nominational meetings and while the reso-
lutions reflect the judgment of a majority
of messengers at a particular session, they
have “no impact of authority.” Acknowl-
edging that messengers to the 1982 session
went on record in support of the prayer
amendment, he stated that messengers to
conventions in 1964, 1971 and 1980 had
adopted resolutions opposing such legisla-
tion

The differing resolutions, Allen told Den-
ton, should be accepted “as part of our
Baptist pluralism.”

The prayer amendment’s chances in this
Congress remain unclear but with this ses-
sion rapidly approaching an expected early
October adjournment time is working
against it.

In the House of Representatives where
Judiciary Committee leaders are opposed
to the prayer amendment, sponsor Thomas
N. Kindness, R-Ohio, has introduced a dis-
charge petition to bypass the Judiciary
Committee and bring the measure to the
floor for a vote. Such a move requires 218
House members to sign the petition.

contributions to a pension plan.

The bill also would clarify that church
pension boards are authorized to issue tax-
sheltered annuities, reversing a recent IRS
ruling that only insurance companies could
do so.

“The typical Southern Baptist minister
receives only $125 per month in retirement
income. This bill will allow churches to in-
crease their ions to their mini:
and lay employees retirement accounts so
they will have enough income to live their
retirement with dignity,” said Darold H.
Morgon, president of the Southern Baptist
Convention’s Annuity Board and chairman
of the steering committee of the Church Al-
liance for Clarification of ERISA.
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The many sounds of worship are put into
use by (counterclockwise from left) Joseph
King associate professor of church Music
education at Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary; an instrumental ensemble
under the direction of George Rawlin, in-
strumental director at First Church of Atlanta;
Paula Oliver, of Scottsville, Ky., during a
handbell practice; and 11-year-old Erik
Davidson of High Point, N.C., at the Church
Music Leadership Conference at Ridgecrest.

A joyful noise is more than singing

Photos and essay by David Haywood

RIDGECREST, N.C. — “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord,” the unofficial mot-
to of church musicians, has taken on a new dimension with the advent of instrumen-
tal groups in churches.

No longer is the lack of choral skills a barrier, to those both young and old with
instrumental skills, to participate in a church’s music ministry. Ensembles enable
members to make a joyful sound without lifting their voices.

Church instrumental groups cover a broad spectrum, from a small ensemble to
a handbell choir to a complete band or orchestra. But regardless of size, church in-
strumental groups are providing members a new avenue to use their musical gifts
and provide their churches with a new song.

During the Church Music Leadership Conference at Ridgecrest Baptist Confer-
ence Center here more than 1,100 people participated in the instrumental confer-
ences introducing the 1982-83 Southern Baptist Convention church music emphasis,
“Reaching People Through Instrumental Music.”
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Campers on Mission rally focuses on ‘people energy’

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — More than
200 Baptists and other Christians pulled
campers and hauled tents from 20 states to
participate in the 10th annual national
Campers on Mission (COM) rally July 23 to
25

In keeping with the theme of the Knox-
ville 1982 World’s Fair — “Energy Turns the
World,” — the Southern Baptist Home Mis-

sion Board-sponsored event concentrated
on energy resources, primarily on the ener-
gy of Christians ministering to others

Workshops detailed ways in which mem-
bers of Campers on Mission can use their
energies to minister in the city, country, to
youth and in campgrounds.

Mike Robertson, associate director of
special mission ministries at the HMB, chal-

Baptist State C i

For more information. contact Church T:
P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, Ark. 72203

Saturday, September 11, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Arkansas Baptist Youth Day

Weston & Davis

Youth Choirs
shows
afternoon rally
Disciple Youth
interpretation

Captain
DiscipleLife

Department, Arkansa;

students

University is

The choice of many

at Arkansas State

Dr. R. Wilbur Herring
Pastor

Central Baptist Church
Main and Cherry — Jonesboro, Arkansas

One of the Leading Southern Baptist Churches
in Arkansas

lenged campers to tithe their vacations, giv-
ing a portion to ministry efforts.

“The Lord will bless your family,” Rob-
ertson said. “He will bless your life in mis-
sion work. | could stand up here and tell
you our needs. | could burden you. | won’t
do that. But America’s hungry.”

Robertson reminded the participants of
the resources they have for Christian work,
and noted that among the resources are
recreational vehicles and camping gear.

Claude McGavic, COM promotion/coor-
dination consultant, explained that if
campers will get in touch with the Home
Mission Board the SBC agency will match
the volunteers’ interests with particular
mission needs.

Those who participated in the workshops
included Pete Petty, director of special mis-
sions ministries for the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention.

Campers On Missions

Arkansas Fall Rally
Aug. 26-28

Camp Paron

(For early comers)
Friday, 10:00 — Historical Tour and
Baptist Building, 7:00 — Potluck.

Bring a Craft
For more information contact:
Rev. Amos Greer, P.O. Box 1123,
Paragould, Ark. 72450, 239-3031 or

Missions Dept., ABSC, P.O. Box 552,
Little Rock, Ark. 72203, 376-4791.

{

Hawaiian vacation
departing Nov. 16, 1982
Price includes eight days and seven
nights, double occupancy, Littie

Rock 1o Little Rock.

David M. Hankins Jr.
51 Broadmoor Drive, Little Rock
72204, phone (501) 565-4123

66.%
$799

World’s Fair Rental
New 1-bedroom apt. close to shuttle between
Knoxville and Smokies. Sleeps four, cooking
facilities, $50 per couple, $8 each additional
guest. (615) 573-4910 or write Joe Ott, Rt. 16,
Knoxville, TN 37920.

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We believe we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556
Route 2, Box 159A
Gurdon, Ark. 71743
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Lessons for living

Aug. 15, 1982

International
Priscilla and Aquila:
Tentmaking ministers

by L. L. Collins Jr., ln(enm Executive Secre-
tary, ABSC

Basic passages: Acts 18; Romans 15:3-5a;
1 Corinthians

Life and Work
Enduring suffering

by C. A. Johnson, Walnut Street, Jonesboro

Basic passages: Hebrews 10:32-39; 12:1-11;
13:13-14

Heh

Focal ; 10:32-36, 39;

Focal passages: Acts 18:1-4, 18-21; R
15:3-5a

Central truth: Priscilla and Aquila, forced
to leave their home in Rome, were faithful
witnesses wherever they were.

Many people are often uprooted from
their homes and relocated for a number of
reasons, Priscilla and Aquila went to Cor-
inth because all Jews were forced to leave
Rome. Being tentmakers they came into
contact with Paul, who also made tents.

While i in Connth Paul and his new friends
to i in the sy

They went about the normal pursuits of life

including occupation and worship and

reached out to others. Perhaps the most ef-

fective ministry is still done in this fashion.

When Paul left Corinth for Ephesus Pris-
cilla and Aquila went with him. It would ap-
pear that at this point in their lives their
usefulness in God'’s service was more im-
portant than the trade they had established
in Corinth. The secret of a meaningful life is
knowing how to establish priorities.

Perhaps a challenge that needs to be

given or accepted is for Christians to con-’

sider relocating. A strong Christian family
moving to a community that needs a Chris-
tian witness might bear more fruit than
sending a preacher. In a mobile climate
where change is commonplace certainly
there are Christians with the skills to earn a
living that could effectively serve the Lord
in a new town.

While in Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila
reached out to a young preaclfer and minis-
tered to him (Acts 18:24-28). The effective-
ness of their work was evidenced by the
fact that a large number of the Corinthians
were drawn to him (I Cor. 3:4-6).

At some point Priscilla and Aquila re-
turned home to Rome. There they contin-
ued what they had learned and practiced in
Corinth and Ephesus. The church met in
their home. Paul expressed appreciation for
them, because they endangered their own
lives in behalf of Paul and Gentile Chris-
tians.

Serving Christ is not without risk. In dif-
ferent ages and circumstances the risks
may vary. Christians who faithfully follow
the teaching of Christ today may risk
friends, home, jobs, life or countless other
things. Priscilla and Aquila used their oc-
cupations and thereby became ministers of
the gospel.

August 12, 1982

121:3,7, 11

Central truth: Christians can endure suffer-
ing for in the race of life Jesus has already
run the race, strengthens us, and waits to re-
ward us at the end of our race.

1. We are called to persevere. Most be-
lievers start well, but many falter when suf-
fering comes. Many have good times when
all is well, but the great virtue is to “walk
and not faint”. Many can manage in pleas-
ant times, but falter in times of suffering.
We must not let suffering weaken and cut
short our faith.

2. Hope brings strength in times of suffer-
ing. The athlete will put forth his best be-
cause he hopes to win the goal. Since we
are on the way to heaven and a crown, we
must put forth our best effort. We need the
memory of the end. It is the end of life that
makes the living of life all important.

3. We are running a race. We have a goal
to attain — Christ and eternal life. We are
not strollers along the byways, we are way-
farers on the high road. We are not tourists,
we are pilgrims. We are going somewhere
and each day we should check our prog-
ress.

4. We have inspiration. We are like run-
ners in a crowded stadium. The crowd look-
ing on are those who have already won the
race. How can we do less than our best with
such an audience looking down upon us?

5. But we have a handicap — our sin. We
cannot run well when we are burdened
down. There may be habits, pleasures, asso-
ciations, self-indulgences that hold us back.
We must shed our burdens and run the
race.

6. We have an example — Jesus himself.
He endured all things for the goal set be-
fore him. He abandoned heaven, refused
earth’s triumph, endured the cross. We
must follow his example.

7. We have a presence — Jesus himself.
He is the goal of our race and the com-
panion of our journey. He is the one we are
running to meet and the one who goes with
us. We are in the company of him who has
already run the race, reached the goal and
waits to welcome us.

Bible Book
Lament concerning enemies

by Gerald Taylor, Life Line Church, Little
Rock

Basic passages: Psalm 58; 64; 83

Focal passages: Psalm 58:3-11; 83:1-2, 13-18
Central truth: The believer can rejoice in
God in the face of bitter criticism.

1. Psalm 58 consists of three parts. (1)
The enemy is described (v. 1-5). They are
wicked and false, even from birth, poison in
words and deaf to the appeal of conscience
(2) The second part consists of a prayer for
God to intervene (v. 6-9). The Psalm closes
in exultation of the righteous (v. 10-11).

2. Psalm 64 is a beautiful Psalm consist-
ing of two sections: (1) a prayer for deliver-
ance from enemies (v. 1-6); and (2) the as-
surance that God will deal with enemies of
truth. The righteous shall see it and glory in
God (v. 7-10).

3. It is probable that Psalm 83 was writ-
ten during the threat of invasion. The Psalm
is a prayer that God will no longer remain
silent (v. 1). The scope of their treachery is
exposed (v. 2-5). The enemy is identified (v
6-8). There is a reminder of past victories (v
9-12). The Psalm closes with a prayer for
victory that will glorify God (v. 13-18)

4. The three Psalms serve to illustrate a
great truth: It is not the business of God's
people to vindicate themselves. God is
their defense. To him belongs judgement
(see Rom. 12:17-21)
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Foreign mission briefs

Pastor’s family
among first baptized

KYELA, Tanzania — Tanzanian Baptist
pastor Edward Mwang'onde had reason to
be happy when Ndwanga Mission Church
had its first baptism. Among the 42 people
baptized were Mwang'onde’s wife and five
of her six children. A recently retired bank
manager, Mwang'onde began the church
by inviting everyone in the community to
attend Sunday morning meetings under a
tree. Later they built a bamboo hut and
began holding regular services. Mwang'onde

attends seminary extension courses in
Kyela and has applied to the Baptist Semi-
nary of East Africa in Arusha, Tanzania
Two seminary teachers fly to Kyela six
times a year to teach extension classes for
about 65 pastors and church members.

Bermuda church
celebrates 50 years

HAMILTON, Bermuda — Telecasts of an
interview involving Baptist leaders and a
youth musical, “It's Cool in the Furnace,”
based on the fiery furnace experiences of

g!wgp;r&jjdn
rity of God’s

giffh

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, highlight-
ed the recent 50th anniversary celebration
of Emmanuel Church, Hamilton, Bermuda.
The principal speaker, Raymond Kelly, pas-
tor of Harlem Park Community Church,
Baltimore, preached to overflow crowds all
week. Emmanuel’s pastor, Daniel Stanley,
interviewed Kelly and Azariah McKenzie,
executive secretary-treasurer of the Carib-
bean Baptist Fellowship, in a 30-minute
telecast. Monthly evangelistic services are
planned for the remainder of the anniver-
sary year.

Available at Baptist Book Stores
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Are You a
Non-drinker?

We buiilt a company just for you.
Insurance protection may be better with
a non-drinkers’ company

BEFORE YOU RENEW YOUR AUTO OR
HOME INSURANCE, CALL:

Dyson Insurance Agency
2500 McCain Place, Suite 204
North Little Rock, Ark. 72116
(501) 758-8340

£ INSURANCE
COMPANY

West Des Moines, lowa ® Auto, Home, Church, Life

SA 9254(480)
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Subscriber services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine of-
fers subscription plans at three different
rates

Every resident family plan gies
churches a premium rate when they send
the Newsmagazine to all their resident
households. Resident families are calcu-
lated to be at least one fourth of the
church’s Sunday School enrollment
Churches who send only to members who
request a subscription do not qualify for
this lower rate of $5.40 per year for each
subscription

A group plan (formerly called the Club
Plan) allows church members to get a bet-
*== b= “=%jidual rate when 10 or more
1 their subscriptions together
church. Subscribers through
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5 R Are you
== moving?
= Please give us two

weeks advance
notice Clip this
portion your
old address label
supply new address
below and send to
Arkansas Bapust
Newsmagazine
PO Box 552

imtle Rock. AR
72203
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the group plan pay $6 per year
Individual subscriptions may be pur-

chased by anyone at the rate of $6.36 per

year. These subscriptions are more costly

because they require individual attention

to address changes and renewal notices.
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Ministers’ families suffer from fatigue
by Charles Willis

RIDGECREST, NC “A  minister’s
stress does not exist in isolation but relates
to his or her family as well,” Shirley Mont-
gomery told minister of music couples here
during the Church Music Leadership Con-
ference

Montgomery, a pastor's wife and free-
lance writer, said occupational demands
and pressures fit into the whole picture of
family relationships. “Excessive or con-
tinual demands can limit the family's
closeness or prevent its functioning ade-
quately.”

What she terms “family fatigue” can re-
sult from spouses and children having to
live the same high-visibility life that the
church staff member lives

“Spouses and children are identified with
ministers’ work as in no other occupations,”
she said. “A lawyer’s wife and children are
not expected to go with him to court or to
be law experts, but the minister's family
quite often is considered part and parcel of
his or her service”

Minor pressures, stacking up day by day,
may not show up as accumulated stress un-
til a major problem surfaces, Montgomery
feels. “Coming to grips with pressures on
the minister’s family involves recognizing
the signs of undue strain, identifying stress
points and developing survival techniques
to use in these situations,” she said

Four common signs of family pressure
identified by Montgomery are fatigue, ir-
ritability, apathy and tension. “Most fami-
lies experience varying degrees of these
symptoms from time to time,” she said. “'In-

dividual family members may go through
stages of response to different events. How-
ever, when a consistent pattern of signals
can be observed, it's time to look at what is
happening in the life of the family.”

Among the possible sources of family fa-
tigue, Montgomery included what she
called “seasons of stress,” regularly-occur-
ring events which can be noted as times of
high demand on the minister as well as the
family. Christmas, Easter, budget review,
stewardship emphasis, revival, building pro-
gram, election of officers and teachers and
other such events call for a high level of the
minister’s involvement.

Other sources of fatigue may be a
change of ministry area or field; a change
in community status, such as an economic
shift; a change of family status, such as a
birth or death; or an absorption of family
time by the pace of ministry

To survive stress and prevent family fa-
tigue, Montgomery suggests that church
staff members acknowledge their pres-
sures, provide a verbal or physical escape
mechanism, protect the family integrity by
establishing reasonable priorities, strength-
en the family through love and encourage-
ment and define ministry in terms of fami-
ly

“You are ministering as much by being a
good spouse and parent as through your
church position,” she said. “As far as your
family is concerned, you preach what you
practice. They weigh your ministry, your
Christian commitment as a result of what
they see of your ministry.”

Spouses cite joys, problems in ministry

GLORIETA, NM. — Married couples
who work together in ministry — whether
both are paid church staff members or one
is in a supporting role — experience both
joy and pain in Christian service.

DeRema Dunn of Beaumont, Texas,
knows both the positive and negative as-
pects of ministry after 15 years of marriage
to Dickie Dunn, associate pastor of First
Church. She is a second grade school teach-
er, a curriculum writer for Southern Baptist
publications and a conference leader.

She led a conference on couples sharing
ministry during Summer Youth Celebration
sponsored by the Sunday School Board’s
church training department.

Dunn recalled a time when her
husband’s career as a mi of music and

by individual
may be made by using the form in the mid-
dle of this column, which will appear reg-
ularly in this space.

When inquiring about your subscrip-
tion please include the address label. Or
call us at (501) 376-4791, ext. 156. Be
prepared to give us your code line infor-
mation.
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youth resulted in her loneliness. “We had a
lot of fun doing things together with the
church’s youth until we had children of our
own. After that, | felt | never got to see my
husband because he was always gone
somewhere with ‘the kids."

At a youth camp she met five other
wives who were experiencing the same feel-

ings. “It was wonderful! | had thought | was
the only person in the world in that situa-
tion,,” she said.

Participants in the conference listed
from their experiences positive and nega-
tive facets of shared ministry

Mutual encouragement and support and
working together for a common goal were
among the positive experiences they identi-
fied. Others included getting to know a
wide range of people, seeing changes in
people’s lives and having a spouse who un-
derstands the importance of involvement
in church work.

Among the negatives were anxiety and
stress that lead to marital problems. Living
a “fishbow!” existence, dealing with jealou-
sy of the spouse’s time and finding the right
balance of who leads out in ministry in dif-
ferent situations were also listed as prob-
lems.

However, one quipped, “I'll surely see
my husband on Sunday morning, Sunday
night and Wednesday night.”

Added another with mock seriousness,
“You never have to worry about what
you're going to do on weekends.”
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