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SOI1E IDENTIFYIHG MARKS OF A NATURE SOUL 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF JAilES Dr. TT. O. Vaught 
HUT1DBR 24 Immanuel Ba;?tist Church 
JAims 3: l~·J Little - Rock, Arkansas · 

JA.rms 3~1-3 nuy brethren, be ·not many masters~ knowing that we shall 
receive the greater condemnation. Por in many things we offend all. If 
any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to 
bridle the whole body. Behold, we put bits in the horses 1 mouths, th~t 
they may obey us, and we turn about their whole body." 

Here in the third chapter of James ,i1e are entering a different discuss
ion. In this chapter we will st:udy three very practical things which 
contribute to mature Christian living. T.1e have often studied the con
struction of the Edification Complex in the soul. But to refresh youl;' 
memory on this "doctrine house" which we are all building in the soul, 
we will diagram it here again for you. 

HASTERY OF DETAILS OF LIFE 

CAPACITY TO LOVE 

RELAXED r-1ENTAL ATTITUDE 

INNER HAPPINESS 

GRP~CE ORIENTA'l1 ION 

'l'HE WORD OF GOD 

As we go up the ladder in spiritual development we finally arrive at t1 
place of stability or spiritual maturity. But remember this--it takes 
constant and diligent study to keep doctrinal truth flowing into the . 
soulr so we won't slip back and lose the ground we have gained. There 
is no let up for the Christian. It is a constant daily battle and it 
goes on all . the time from conversion to the point of death. 

Chapter Out).ine 
This chapter is divided by these three sections--

Verse 1 Here ·1.-Je have the subject of submission to authority without 
rebelling against it. 

Verses 2-12 The .ability to control the tongue, which is the most dang-
erous member of the whole body. 

verses 13~18 Characteristics of stability 

J A;JEJS 3 ~ 1 11 r.;.y brethren v be not many masters, knmring that we shall re~-
ceive the greater condemnation. 11 i·Je saw these w·ords "l-!y brethren 11 at 
the beginning of chapter one and at the beginning of chapter two. These 
·words 11 adelphoi mou" refer to the Jews, but to Jews who are believers. 
uany of them are scattered all over the world. But it also refers to 
all believers of all times. 
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The words "be not " come from the p resent~ active!' imperative of nginoma:i 
plus '1me'' and should be translated 11 stop becoming" and 11 ginomai" means 
to become something you ,.'Jere not before . So these believers were be
co1:ting something. Sornething had Blipped into their lives ·which was no 
worth to mature believers. Now what was it? The next ,'\Tords answer that 
question. We have "many masters " and this is from "poloi didaskaloi 11 

and it means '°all were trying to take over and teach." 

To understand what this means, let us look at the following ~oints~ 

1. 'l'HE PASTOR IS UNDER DIRECT l\.UTHORITY. 
Th e authority o f the Pastor is Go d u God The Father. He called 
the Pastor to his task and he , through the Holy Spirit gave him 
the gift of Pastor-teacher. It is a gift which canvt be worked 
up or bought. It is a grace gift from God. Operating under this 
authority, the Pastor is commissioned to do certain things. 
a. Prayer 

One of the major tasks of the Pastor-teacher is to stay in 
fellowship with God through daily confession and daily prayer 
To pray vithout ceasing is the task of the faithful pastor
teacher . 

b . Constant study 
~his is t h e n~ver ending task of the successful pastor-teache: 
If he is to teach his people, then he must be taught of God. 
The message he is to teach is in Scripture. He is to study 
and study and study until he knows the exact meaning of Scrip· 
ture and then he is to pass that message on to the people. 
This is his Ml-\.JOR ·rASIC He will do other things also p but 
they are all incidental to this one major task. 

C. \.Jitness 
Both in the pulpit and out of the pulpit, the pastor-teacher 
is to witness by his life, his lips, his money and his total 
being. 

2 , THE BELIEVER IS UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PASTOR-TEACHER. 
If the believer tries to teach someth ing contrary to Scripturev 
he then sets himself u~ as su~erior in doctrine. This is exactly 
what this first verse in James three is talking about. The membe 
is warned about learning a little doctrine and then setting him
self up as authority in all doctrinal matters. So many learn jus: 
enough doctrine to make them proudv and then from that limited 
knowledge they pose to have real authority and knowledge . No mem 
ber listens to dogmatic teaching from a p astor-teacher very long 
without firing at least one shot back at the pastor-teacher. But 
it is good to keep in mind that the pastor-teacher is the final 
authority from God. Remember , God in grace, picked out the pasta: 
teacher. Be didn °t earn or deserve his place. 
We are talking here about p rinc i p le rather than persona lity . It 
takes a "J.lA'I'URE BELIEVER TO BE ABLE TO RECOGNIZE ·rHE AUTHORITY OF 
'l1HE PASTOR- 'l:EACHER. II 

So James here is warning believers about this very principle-
" Learn not to become many teachersu but accept the authority over 
you.n There has been a nation-wide rebellion at this very point. 
In our day all of life in every category has been against author
ity. It started by a rebellion against authority in the home. 
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Then it went into the school and into the military and into every 
realm of life. Employees began to rebel against the authority of 
the employer. In fact, a rebellion against authority is eating 
at the very foundation of the nationv and if America falls as an 
independent power, it will be at this point. Rebellion against 
authority brings chaos in every realm of life. This idea has 
caused n1any in our day to call a policeman a 11 pig. ,i Ne have too 
many chiefo and not enough indians. We have too many generals 
and not, enough privates. 

3. CRITICISll SHOtfS L.ACK OF l:iATURITY. 
Being critical toward dogmatic Bible doctrinal teaching is a 
manifestation of lack of maturity. This leads to an emotional 
revolt of the soul and leads toward an attitude of negative voli
tion toward doctrine. 

4. H:iAGINATI01'1 PLAYS THL BELIEVER A TRICK. 
James knew that when believers listen to dogmatic doctrinal teach 
ing they would sooner or later falsely assume that they can do 
the same. So, without a careful study of Scripture, they set up 
their own human viewpoint and sent it forth as Biblical truth. 

5. HOW DISCIPLINE IS I-1EETED OUT FOR THIS ERROR. 
God disciplines the Pastor-teacher who fails to be true to his 
calling. But the member who becomes critical of that .same pastor 
teacher, then puts himself in line to receive the very discipline 
which God had intended to give the teacher. _ So he gets . double 
discipline from God--the discipline he should recetve, ~lus the 
discipline that would have fallen on the one he ha~ maligned. 

6. These two verses in Hebrews state quite clearly God's attitude 
toward this problem. Let us listen closely to them--
HEBRmJS 13: 7 "Remember them which have the rule over you, ·who 
have spoken unto you the word of God~ whose faith follow, consid· 
ering the end of their conversation." 
HEBREWS 13 : 17 "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves , f or they watch for your souls, as they that must givE 
account, that t hey may do it with joy, and not with grief: for 
that is unprofitable f or you." 

After verse 1 begins by saying, "By brethren, clefinitely stop becoming 
many teachers, 11 it then goes on to say, 11 Kno'l'Jdng 11 and this is perfect v 

active, participle of "oida" and this means established knowledge . It 
is an established fact. "We shall receive~ is a futurev middle, indica
tive of i, lambano" and it means this is certain to f ollow. Just as sure 
as we become super critics of authoritative Bi b le teaching v we are sun.: 
to receive major discipline. aGreater condemnation" comes from "megas 
krima:' and it connotes the result of major judgment from God. 

Now let us look as some ways we can fulfill this verse and thereby re
ceive major discipline from Cod. 

1. Just set yourself up as an expert over against t he pastor-teacher 
Hake side remarks about hm-1 that certain teaching is wrong at thc1 
point or this point. · Just engage in such conversation as, "He 
have a nice set of deacons, but ••• " "r·Je have a very nice Sunday 
School teacher v but .•• 11 11 vJe have a good pastor-teacher, but •• . 11 

Just set yourself up as an authority so other critics will gather 
at your feet and get the sweet morsels of your mature criticism. 
That O s always very helpful in rushing you on to major discipline 
from God. · 
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2. Be critical of the general content of the message and then pain~ 
out specific points that are incorrect. 

3. The next step is to phase out in attendance as much as you can. 
Substitute other important things for "that discussion of Scrip
ture which doesn-1 t apply to me anyhow." 

4. Set yourself up as an authority on what ought to be taught and 
how it ought to be taught. ''Teach others 11 without even "Teaching 
yourselfo 11 

So Teach false doctrine to as many as will listen to you--especially 
new Christians who are not well founded in doctrineo 

6. Get on the telephone and be as critical as you can. Just suppose 
you are right in certain points? What are you doing to yourself 
as a person? 

7. In accepting your own authority, start rejecting the authority of 
Scripture. In realityv you actually have rejected the authority 
of Godo 

8. Actually arrive at the point that you are as much authority as 
Scripture or as the one who teaches you" 

So a correct translation of this verse saysu 11 My brethren, definitely 
stop becoming many teachersv knowing that you shall take on to yourself 
major judgment from God." 

This verse stands here alone at the beginning of this very practical 
chapter to warn us never to get so independent that we are not under 
authority. 
And I stand here tonight listening to the warning this verse gives to 
me as pastor-teacher, and then I ask you to listen to the warning it 
gives to youo 

The Centurion in Uatthew· 8 stands out as one of the great illustrations 
of grace orientationo The Centurion had a servant who was dying thirty 
r.-,iles ar1,:ray from his post" The Centurion requested Jesus to heal his 
servant and Jesus told him that he would go with him the thirty miles 
to his house and heal him. But the Centurion said, "That isn ut necess·· 
ary, Lord. You just speak the word and he will be healed" I too am a 
man under authority and I have nen under my authority. I tell them to 
do something and they do it o I understand authorityo" Jesus said to 
the Centurionv 11 Go thy way, as thou hast believed, so be it done unto 
you . 11 The servant ·was healed in that very moment. And when the Centu···· 
rion got home, he asked the time when his servant was healed and they 
told him. He found out it had happened in the exact moment when Jesus 
spoke his authoritative word" This man had a fantastic understanding o: 
authority. 

;1any peov le have to lose their freedom and authority before they come 
to understand freedom and authority. And today \'le are living in a 
country almost devoid of authority. We are a nation of permissiveness. 
Thi s will continue until there is such a great catastrophe in this 
country that all freedom is taken away from us and then we will take 
orders from someone v,e cannot stand. Many of us have freedoms of which 
we are not aware. Today freedom is rapidly slipping through our finger : 
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.nd before this nation hits bottom, we will lose our freedom and then 
it will dawn on us just how really important authority is. 
Though there are rays of light here and there 1 we are over-all at an 
all-time low in this nation spirituallyo 1"'7e hear a lot of talk about 
religion and The Bible, but there is a rebellion against authority in 
this country beyond anything we have ever J<.nown 0 Self-discipline and 
the recognition of authority is of major importance and yet there is a 
rebellion against all kinds of restraint. 

tJe rnove now to the second stabilizing force mentioned in this chapter, 
and this is the control of the tongue. (Friends, let me warn you, itus 
going to get worse in this chapter before it gets better.) 

JAi::iES 3 ~ 2 1'For in many things ·we offend all. If any man offend not in 
word; the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole 
body. 11 "For 11 is the word 11 gar" used in an explanatory sense and should 
be translated "now." "In many things " is the accusative neuter plural 
of 11 polus 11 and it refers to the whole realm of sin in all categories. 
The word translated 1loffend 11 is 11 ptaio 1

' and it means to sin. This is 
referring to mature believers who have built up a storehouse of doc
trine but have slipped backo Immediately we expect him to launch out 
into the sins we think are so bad like drunkenness, murder and adultery 
But that is not found here. He mentions the sin that hurts more be
lievers than any other sin and that is the sin of the wrong use of the 
tongue. The more your tongue runs loosev the more your instability 
shows. i.'.ialigning 1 gossiping and the wrong use of the tongue causes mor1 
pain and trouble than any other sin. If some of you were to have your 
g-ossiping cut off tor.1orrow, you would die of suffocation. Some just 
live and breathe gossip. The tongue is hool<.ed up with the soul. It is 
a link between the soul and the body and sin~ of the tongue signify in·· 
stability in the spiritual life. 

The word "ifi1 is from "ei" and is a first class condition and it means 
the statement is true. ''Any man" here is from "tis" and it means any 
believer. noffend not 11 is a present, activev indicative of "ptaio" plu 
the negative "ouk." The words 11 in ~-,ord 0

' are from "en logos" and is an 
idiom for speaking. So it means 11 If one does not cornmi t sin in what he 
says. 11 This same person is a "teleios" and it means stable, mature. 
Then the word for man is 11 aner" and it means a noblemanu a man of matur 
jud9ment. The word for 1iable 12 is "dunatos 12 and it means this is the 
pm-1er which comes frorn the edification complex in the soul. It stabi
lizes the tongue. 
The words "to bridle" come from 11 chalinagoges 01 and it really means to 
control. With a bit an<.l bridle the rider is able to control the whole 
movement of the horseo 
So a correct translation of this verse goes like this--
"Now we all commit many sins. Now if one does not commit sins in what 
he says 1 the same person is a mature nobleman, able also to control all 
the body. 11 

https://hool<.ed
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Summary 

l. Control of the tongue is a cJ:;"iterion for the control of the rest 
of the body. 

2. The principle is established by the statement in this verse. 
Control of the tongue is the mark of a mature believer. 

3. Therefore the control of the tongue is a sign that a mature chara· 
cter nas been developed an.d · a real edification. complex-has been 
erecte4 in the soul. 

4. Control of the tongue comes about by taking in maximum doctrine 
into the so.ul. 

5. In the next paragraphs we will have four illustrations on the 
principle of the control of · the tongue. 
This will be our next study. 
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