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Royal Ambassadors of Arkansas
helped break ground July 1 for a com-
munity service project at Burns Park in
North Little Rock. RAs will cooperate
with the City of North Little Rock, the
State of Arkansas and the Lions Club In-
ternational to notch a “braille trail” for
the blind into the woods at Burns Park.
Travelers on the trail, the first in Arkansas
and one of three in the U.S., will be led
by ropes, knotted to mark braille signs
describing points of interest along the
way. The RAs contribution will be man-
ning the shovels and saws to clear the
way for the project. A group from Virginia
will assist the Arkansas boys this month.

In this issue
3

SBC president James L. Draper has addressed
Southern Baptists, who elected him at the
1982 Southern Baptist Convention June 15,
in an open letter to the editors of the 32
Baptist state papers. The entire text of the
letter, along with ABN editor . Everett
Sneed’s analysis of Draper’s announced in-
tentions, are in this week’s “the editor’s
page.”

10

A state denominational worker in Missouri
resigned at the request of the state’s execu-
tive director after an investigation revealed
he presented false credentials as a messen-
ger to the 1982 annual meeting of the SBC in
New Orleans. Four churches were cited for
registration violations at the convention’s
125th annual gathering.

McAteer had White House
backing to seek SBC act

by Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP) — An aide to Presi-
dent Reagan has confirmed that New Right
leader Edward E. McAteer received White
House encouragement to work for South-
ern Baptist Convention support of a consti-
tutional amendment on school prayer.

Morton C. Blackwell, special assistant to
the president, told Baptist Press that he and
McAteer confer regularly and consulted be-
fore the New Orleans meeting. During that
conversation, Blackwell said, McAteer pre-
dicted the SBC would endorse the prayer
amendment.

Blackwell, whose primary duty is to line
up support for Reagan policies as White
House liaison to Christian and other reli-
gious groups and to conservative political
organizations, told Baptist Press: “I thanked
him very cordially.”

In an interview immediately following
the convention, McAteer told Baptist Press
that a White House official, presumably
Blackwell, called him two weeks before the
New Orleans meeting, asking him if the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs
would seek a resolution opposing the
amendment and, if it did, to help deliver a
resolution of support.

McAteer is founder and president of Reli-
gious Roundtable, an organization formed
three years ago to work for New Right
causes and support the candidacy of
Ronald Reagan for president. The Southern
Baptist layman, a member of Bellevue
Church in Memphis, claims credit for re-
cruiting prominent preachers, including
Jerry Falwell, to New Right politics.

During his post-convention interview,
McAteer declared of the resolution sup-
porting the prayer amendment, “God inter-
vened here today.”

He said the 3-1 vote approving the pro-
posed amendment was due primarily to the
oratorical skills of a pair of prominent pas-
tors who urged passage during convention
debate. Charles Stanley of First Church,
Atlanta, and Morris Chapman, of First
Church, Wichita Falls, Texas, “carried the
day,” McAteer said.

In his remarks to messengers, Stanley de-
clared that the Supreme Court decisions of
1962 and 1963 were “only one step in the
demoralizing of America.” The Atlanta pas-
tor, a member of the national executive
board of Moral Majority, said Reagan’s
prayer amendment represents an effort “to
protect our religious freedom” and warned,
“If we continue to remain silent we will one
day lose our freedom in our church houses
as well as the school houses.”

Chapman told messengers that since the
Supreme Court decisions 20 years ago,
atheists, humanists and secularists have op-
posed prayer in schools. “That’s not the
company we need to be keeping,” he de-
clared. “It is not the company of the com-
mitted.”

Chapman’s remarks in particular were
greeted with thunderous applause and
shouts of approval. The vote to approve the
resolution came within minutes.

Some observers feel Resolution 9, in
which messengers to the 1982 meeting de-
clared “our support of the ... proposed
constitutional amendment,” is a reversal of
previous SBC action. In 1980, messengers
adopted a resolution which pointed out the
Supreme Court “has not held-that it is ille-
gal for any individual to pray or read his or
her Bible in public schools” and recorded
“its opposition to attempts, either by law or
other means to circumvent the Supreme
Court’s decisions forbidding government
authored or sponsored religious exercises in
public schools . . .”

Reagan, in a background paper released
May 6, the day he proposed the amend-
ment, said his action “seeks only a return to
the situation before 1962 when voluntary
prayer wasn’t thought to conflict with the
First Amendment.”

Although McAteer did not speak during
the debate on the prayer resolution, he
played a major role in shepherding it
through the resolutions committee, fre-
quently advising committee chairman Nor-
ris W. Sydnor Jr., a Religious Roundtable
leader in Maryland, and monitoring the
panel’s proceedings throughout the nearly
25 hours of committee deliberations. The
vote within the committee to report out
favorably the prayer resolution was 9-1,
with only California layman David Maddox
opposing it.

Sydnor's dependence on McAteer’s ad-
vice also was visible during the floor de-
bate on the committee’s 24 proposed
resolutions, when McAteer repeatedly of-
fered suggestions on the platform to Sydnor
and other committee members.

McAteer also said he did not regret the
convention’s refusal to go along with a sep-
arate resolution proposed by the commit-
tee to censure Baptist Joint Committee ex-
ecutive director James M. Dunn for criticiz-
ing Reagan’s proposal.

“I'd like to impact the man for good,”
McAteer said. “I'm not for overkill.” He is
eager to give Dunn a new chance, he add-
ed, if the Washington leader will “repent.”
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Draper’s openness is on target

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

A few days ago we received a letter from our new conven-
tion president, James Draper. We feel that Draper is on target in
the approach that he has outlined. We urge that everyone assist
Dr. Draper in following the plan that he has suggested in his let-
ter; that is, careful appointments, promotion of the Bold Mission
Thrust, cooperation with his vice-presidents, an openness with
the press and other Southern Baptists. Dr. Draper’s message to us
is as follows:

| want to express to all of you my gratitude for the high
privilege of representing you as president of our convention. | do
not accept the position lightly, but seriously and prayerfully.

| realize these are days of great stress for the entire Christian
community and especially for our Southern Baptist Convention. |
understand the tremendous pressures we're facing. Both my father
and my grandfather pastored Southern Baptist churches for a total
of 90 years. Because of this background, | have a grasp of where
we have been and where we must go. Our major challenge now is
to join hands and hearts to complete Bold Mission Thrust. To that
end | pledge myself this year as your president.

I need your prayers. Pray for the two vice-presidents, John
Sullivan and Gene Garrison. We will meet in Euless several times
during the year to pray together and to discuss plans. | value the
suggestions and guidance of these two co-workers. Pray also for
the appointments which | must make. The individuals selected
must have impeccable credentials both as Christians and as South-
ern Baptists. Their names will be released well in advance of the
convention in Pittsburgh. | pray that these actions — consultation
with the vice-presidents and early release of appointees — will
help to build confidence and trust among us all so that we can
convene in Pittsburgh next year with a renewed vision of reaching
our world for our Lord Jesus Christ.

Because reckless accusations and slanderous charges have
no place among Christians, | am determined not to dissipate my
energies in responding to such behavior. | urge each of you to join
me in prayer that we will turn our energies instead against Satan
and the forces of evil. Truly we are in a spiritual warfare, and we
must put on the whole armor of God in order to claim the victory
that Christ has already won for us. May God lead us as we con-
tinue to be an even greater army for Him in these days.

Again, thank you for letting me be your president this year.

*Dr. Draper is on target with his recognition of the impor-
tance of the appointments of committee members. We com-
mend his recognition of the importance of prayer and consulta-
tion. We urge that Dr. Draper use his power of appointment as a
healing tool for the SBC by making fair appointments recognizing
that we have a wide variety of views and that unity requires that

all sides have a voice.

*Dr. Draper is on target because he recognizes the impor-
tance of the Bold Mission Thrust. His lending of himself to that
end is commendable. In the past some of our presidents have
failed to give adequate support to all of our mission efforts. We
urge Dr. Draper to lead the convention to new heights in follow-
ing the Great Commission.

*Dr. Draper is on target with his plans to pray and counsel
with his vice-presidents. All too often in political and Southern
Baptist life vice-presidents have not been used to their fullest
potential as sounding boards and prayer partners for the presi-
dent. We urge both our president and vice-presidents to take
these roles seriously. g

*Finally, Dr. Draper is on target because he is proposing
openness. Openness with the press and Southern Baptists is the
best way to prevent either improper behavior or the appearance
of impropriety. When there is a failure to provide information
people will believe correctly or incorrectly that there is a coverup.

We believe that most Baptists want to be involved in our
convention work and that they wish to be informed. We believe
this more than ever after the events that have transpired at our
last convention. '

The committee responsible for nominations to serve on our
boards and agencies decided not to release the names of those
nominated. This editor can see no necessity or valid reason for
this action. (It should be noted that the recommendation was
only that, a recommendation.) There is no SBC by-law to forbid
early release but one requires release no later than the first day of
the annual meeting. Further, this action was contrary to the ac-
tion of the previous year, and to informing Baptists of what our
convention was doing

When these names were placed in the hands of the editors,
27 out of 32 of our Baptist state papers printed the names. We
commend the Baptist messengers for the stand they took at the
convention in New Orleans. When an effort was made to repri-
mand the editors who released the report prior to the convention,
a substitute resolution was overwhelmingly passed calling for the
release of all reports 30 days before the convention. Baptists
want to have information and have a right to it.

We believe that Dr. Draper is off to a good start as our presi-
dent. We commend him for avoiding “reckless accusations and
slanderous charges.” As your Baptist news source we pledge to
follow Dr. Draper’s example of openness and of reporting news
to Baptists.

This could be Southern Baptists” greatest hour. But if it is we
must follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

Avkansan, Baghist
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The Southern accent

D. Jack Nicholas/President, SBC

Course credit for promiscuity and perversion

Most readers of this column will have
read an article in the newspapers furnished
by the Associated Press about Barry Singer,
professor of psychology at California State
University at Long Beach, California, who
gave class credit to students for participa-
tion in sex orgies and homosexual encoun-
ters and admitted that he had sexual rela-
tions with some of his students, but insisted
that he never initiated those relations or let
them affect the students’ grades. Dr. Singer
announced that he was going to stop most
of that but will still allow credit for such
things as going in-drag to a gay bar, visiting
nudist colonies, etc.

Most sober, sane, and respectable indi-
viduals will be shocked by such practices in
a college classroom. They need to consider
carefully, however, the disturbing fact that
such conduct is the natural, logical exten-
sion of the “kinky” social theory to which

most contemporary behavioral scientists
subscribe, and that social theory is present-
ly profoundly influencing many areas of
American education, government, law, and
even religion.

That case is illustrive of the statement
made in this column weeks ago that con-
temporary sex education where provided
by the public schools ignores the tradition-
al sexual values of our heritage, i.e. monog-
amous marriage, marital fidelity, etc. in
favor of humanistic values which do not
carry censure for pre-marital sex, marital in-
fidelity, and the sexual perversions.

It may be claimed by some that this is an
extreme example. Perhaps it is. A later news
item carried the story that Barry Singer
planned to resign from his position under
pressure from local religious groups. It is to
be noted that his behavior was not extreme
enough to: (1) cause the university to termi-

nate him for cause (moral turpitude and
gross misconduct) or (2) cause the Ameri-
can Psychological Association and the Cali-
fornia Psychological Association to sus-
pend his. membership, or (3) cause SIECUS
(Sex Information and Education Council of
the United States) to renounce his practices.
It is safe to assume that those organiza-
tions, which generally embrace the social
theory by which he operated, did not re-
gard Dr. Singer’s behavior as sufficiently ex-
treme or undesirable to warrant action.

Itis i that y Chris-
tians be aware of and respond to the pre-
vasive presence of this pernicious social -
doctrine which is rapidly destroying and re-
placing the moral values of the Judeo-
Christian tradition.

D. Jack Nicholas is president of Southern
Baptist College at Walnm Ridge.

yoa%/wu

| am very pleased to say that my
church is people oriented with programs
that serve very valuable purposes. The
emphasis is on teaching, training, and
putting into practice what is learned.

program was just that, a program. It was
not getting anywhere. We had Sunday
School, Church Training, RA’s, G.A's,
and Acteens for youth. If the church did
something for the youth, a few, the same
few, usually would take part. We were
sort of stagnant. The youth were being
taught and trained, but we were not put-
ting into practice what we learned

Our church finally realized that the
youth were not getting very far, so the
program was stepped up. We found a
youth director willing to help us as
youth get our act together.

We are now known as the Serving
Saints. No, the youth have not changed
just because we have a name. We are
trying to live up to this name by doing
for others, thereby glorifying God. We
are not angels, but we all love the Lord
and want other people to come to know
-and love him.

Like the youth group, | had become
stagnant. | was not really getting

f Cemng beyond youth ‘programs’

There was one problem. Our youth-

anywhere. | am not sure why or how |
had gotten in this state, but | had. It was
not until the change in the youth pro-
gram that | realized just how close to
home this problem was.

It is difficult to say which aspect of
the youth group helped me most. There
are many things going on now concern-
ing the youth. One which | felt served a
valuable purpose was our morning de-
votion. We met before school in one of
the classrooms. This was a needed time
to help me get my day started.

If | had any questions about what this
group could do, they were answered
April 2. A tornado hit Nashville, killing a
member of the Serving Saints and de-
stroying thousands of dollars worth of
property. The group joined in prayer to
help the one member of the Serving
Saints who had lost all of her family and
her possessions. They also started
search parties and clean-up crews to
find what was left of her bel

by Fred Holston .

help the storm victims. | never realized
how petty many of my problems were
until | compared them to the problems
which hit these people.

This group has taught me many things,
one of which is that | get out of some-
thing exactly what | put into it. | have
also learned to appreciate the knowl-
edge that there are still youth who care
about each other.

| feel | have really grown because of
this group. It is hard to describe the feel-
ing of being part of a group whose mem-
bers want to help you with your prob-
lems as much as you want help. | per-
sonally have learned to care more for
others.

As far as a group, we are really noth-
ing but youth who love the Lord and
want to share this love with everyone. |
am proud to be growing with the group |
know as the Serving Saints.

which were scattered over a mile or so.
This group had their differences; some
wanted one thing and the others wanted
something else. But the very next day
after this incident, they put all their dif-
ferences aside and pulled together to

Fred Hol: 17, Nashville, Ark., will
be a senior this fall at Nashville High
School. He is the son of the Rev. and
Mrs. John Holston, pastor of First
Church in Nashville. Holston is editor of
his school newspaper and was a repre-
sentative to Boy’s State recently.
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Crucial Questions

for Christians
by Glen D. McGriff

A few years ago my pastor was asked to
resign on charges of immorality. What
causes a pastor to fall into immoral con-
duct?

Few pastors could
be judged as deliber-
ate violators of ex-
pected moral behavior
or conduct. However,
you are not alone in
your concern over
this very painful ex-
perience that may oc-
cur more frequently
than one would like
to admit. Let it be un-
derstood that while
such charges may be heard more frequent-
ly, it is not suggestive of any wide spread
departure on the part of pastors from basic
traditional morality. Be it also understood
that only a very minute number of ministers
are ever considered to have deviated from
moral integrity. Ministers as a whole can be
categorically considered as maintaining the
highest standards of morality.

Several factors can usually be discovered
in the moral lapse of a minister. Among the
common factors is an inadequate self-con-
cept, a disregard for professional safe-
guards, a refusal to acknowledge personal
vulnerability, and the failure to monitor the
dissipation of ones own energy eroded by
stress.

A professional hazard accompanying the
ministry is a high level of stress. Physical
and emotional fatigue resulting from stress
creates excessive vulnerability. A good de-
fense to such vulnerability is to schedule
responsible rest, develop a positive spiritual
identity, and maintain vitality in ones rela-
tionship to Jesus "Christ and significant
others, especially ones spouse and family
members.

Dr. McGriff is Director of Ministry of
Crisis Support for the Arkansas Baptist
Shte Convention.

McGriff

0 be
used anonymously in lhlS cclumn should be
sent to Questions, Ministry of Crisis Sup-
port, Medical Towers Building, Suite 660,
9601 Lile Drive, Little Rock, AR 72205.

missionary notes

Luanne Ward, missionary journeyman to
Korea, has completed her two-year term of
service and returned to the States (address:
10209 Raymond Dr., Little Rock, Ark.
72205), her hometown. Before she was em-
ployed by the Foreign Mission Board in July
1980, she was a medical technologist at
Doctor’s Hospital, Little Rock.

July 15, 1982

Letter to the editor

Reporting denounced

Since | served on the Committee on
Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention
in 1982, and since | felt morally obligated
to abide by the committee’s decision not to
reveal our report until the first day of the

that the information leaked out and many
state papers printed the report. In my opin-
ion, the action of the person who leaked
the report was dishonorable, dishonest, and
deplorable. The action of our editors who
printed the report was unethical, uncooper-
ative, and unwise. — David Miller, Heber

Convention, | was somewhat perturbed Springs
r A
.
Food and fellowship
Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle
Summer Cooking

“What a rich harvest your goodness provides! Wherever you go there is plenty.”
(Psalm 65:11 TEV)

July is the month for vegetables and fruits, an annual reminder of God’s unfail-
ing provision. Yet with the heat of July, many cooks would like to avoid a hot kitch-
en and serve cool foods to family and guests. So recipes using fresh fruits and vege-
tables, that require little or no cooking, are this month’s feature.

Marinated vegetables
3 tomatoes, sliced Y cup water
1 cup sliced cucumber Y4 cup sugar
1 onion, sliced 1 teaspoon paprika
1 cup carrot rounds 1 teaspoon basil
1 cup sliced celery 1 teaspoon salt
Y cup cider vinegar Y4 teaspoon black pepper

Arrange sliced vegetables in rows in a large, flat baking dish. Combine rest of
ingredients and pour over vegetables. Cover and chill at least 4 hours or overnight,
turning vegetables occasionally. Serves 6-8.

Peach trifle
3-4 cups sponge cake, cut into squares (can substitute any leftover cake)
Y2 cup jam or jelly
2 cups sweetened peaches (or other canned or fresh fruit), drained
3 oz. box instant vanilla pudding
1 cup whipping cream or 8 oz. carton dessert topping
% cup chopped nuts (optional)

Place pieces of cake in large glass bowl. Spread with jam. Cover with fruit,
using a small amount of fruit juice or sprinkle with a tablespoon or two of lemon
juice. Make pudding according to package directions. Pour over fruit. Spread with
topping and sprinkle with nuts. Store in refrigerator for an hour or more. Can be
stored overnight.

Freezer zucchini jam
6 cups zucchini, peeled and grated 1 cup crushed pineapple
6 cups sugar 6 oz. package apricot jello
% cup lemon juice

Boil zucchini on low heat for 15 minutes with no water added. Reduce heat and
add sugar. Raise heat and boil 6 minutes, stirring often. Add lemon juice and pineap-
ple. Boil 6 minutes. Stir often. Reduce heat and add jello. Stir well to dissolve. Pour
into sterilized jars and cool. Freeze

Zucchini and tomatoes
Y cup margarine dash of pepper
4 cups thinly sliced zucchini 2 peeled tomatoes, sliced
1 onion, sliced (can substitute canned)
1 teaspoon salt % cup grated cheese

Melt margarine. Add rest of ingredients except cheese and cook uncovered
10-15 minutes or until squash is tender, stirring often. Sprinkle with grated cheese.
Serves 4.

Virginia Kirk, professor emeritus at Arkansas College, is a member of Batesville
First Church. Jane Purtle is on the staff of Christian Counseling and Teaching Center

L in Syria, Va. They have enjoyed cooking together for several years.
J
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Arkansas all over

by Millie Gill’ABN staff writer

Max W. Deaton

began serving July 1 as pastor of the Otter
Creek Chapel in Little Rock, coming there
from a six-year pastorate at the Dallas Ave-
nue Church in Mena. Deaton will lead the
Otter Creek Chapel, now meeting at 14000
Otter Creek Parkway, in a growth and
building program. He led the Mena church
in a building campaign and in a growth pro-
gram that resulted in 129 baptisms and 330
additions by letter. He is a graduate of
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
and Ouachita Baptist University. He has
served on the Arkansas State Convention
Executive Board advisory committee to the
state Pastor's Conference, as a leader in
Baptist Association groups, and as pastor of
other Arkansas and Texas churches. He and
his wife, Joyce, are parents of two children,
Tammie and Scott.

Randal Dean Pegues

has joined the staff of Camden First Church
as minister of music and youth. A native of
Houston, Texas, he is a graduate of East
Texas Baptist College, Marshall, and South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary. He
was serving the Calvary Church of Beau-
mont, Texas, and has served on other Texas
church staffs as well as on the staff of the
Cullendale First Church at Camden. He is
married to the former Sherry Lynn Ander-
son.

Elmer Goble

has been selected by the Home Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention
to serve as coordinator at the 1982 Olym-
pics in Los Angeles, Calif. He and his wife,
Jacque, will leave for Los Angeles in August
to assume the post where he will coordi-
nate the efforts of Southern Baptist Con-
vention churches as they provide assistance
to the athletes. Goble will work through the
six area Baptist associations, the California
Baptist State Missions Department and the
SBC Home Missions Board. Dr. Goble has
been granted a two-year leave of absence
by Ouachita Baptist University where he
serves. as director of both the Baptist Stu-
dent Union and religious activities.
Charles W. Wright

has been named Dean of the School of Mu-
sic at Quachita Baptist University, effective
Sept. 1. He has been a member of the facul-
ty since 1964, serving as professor of music,
director of choral activities and chairman
of the Department of Music Education. Dr.
Wright succeeds William Trantham who
has chosen to return to teaching duties
within the School of Music.

Jerry L Winfield

has accepted the call of Ashdown First
Church to serve as pastor, coming there
from Howland Church in Paris, Texas. A na-
tive of Memphis, he is a graduate of Blue
Mountain College, Blue Mountain, Miss.,
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Deaton

and will receive the master of divinity de-
gree from Southwestern Baptlst Theologr

Wright

First Church to move to Texas.
Steve Hoﬂman

cal S y at the

ment. He has previously served churches in
Tennessee, Mississippi and Texas. He and
his wife, Jane, have two children, Julie and
Jake.

James R. Strait

is serving as pastor of the Marked Tree First
Church, coming there from the Fisher First
Church. Other Arkansas churches he has
served include those at Walnut Ridge and
Lake City. He attended Southern Baptist
College, Arkansas State University at Jones-
boro and Memphis State University, Mem-
phis, Tenn. He is married to the former
Carolyn M. Tapp of Trumann. They have
three children, Tanya, Brannon and Caleb.
Charles Mays

received the diploma of theology from
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary
May 14. He is serving as pastor of the Mor-
ton Church at McCrory.

Dean Newberry

is serving as interim pastor of the Caudle
Avenue Church in Springdale.

Ray Crews

has resigned as pastor of the Heber Springs
First Church to become pastor of a church
in West Plains, Mo.

Don Corbitt

has resigned as pastor of the Delaware
Church.

Charles Collins

has resigned from the staff of Fort Smith

has resigned as pastor of the Spradling Ave-
nue Church at Fort Smith to move to Mem-
phis.

Robert Berry

has resigned as pastor of the Hackett Me-
morial Church to move to Odessa, Texas.
Vick Neve

is serving as pastor of the Hackett Memo-
rial Church

Sam House

has resigned from the staff of Jacksonville
First Church. He and his wife, Polly, have
moved to Nashville, Tenn., where he has
joined the staff of the Sunday School Board
of the Southern Baptist Convention.
Everett Palmer

began serving June 27 as pastor of the Cal-
vary Church in Walnut Ridge. He is a stu-
dent at Southern Baptist College.

Eldon Long

is serving as pastor of the Twelve Corners
Church in Benton County Association.
Alan Parks

has joined the staff of Piggott First Church
as associate pastor in charge of music and
youth activities. He came to Piggott from
Livingston, Texas, where he served as high
school band director and as music director
of the Livingston First Church.

Wally Portmann

has accepted the call to join the staff of
Fort Smith East Side Church. He will serve
as minister of activities and youth. A native

briefly

Fouke First Church

has purchased a van and will organize a
van ministry at the beginning of the new
church year.

Lonsdale Church

observed homecoming July 11 with a noon
potluck dinner and an afternoon musical
program directed by Clarence Hill. Graham
Fowler was speaker for the morning wor-
ship service. Lamar McGriff is pastor. The
church was in a revival June 21-26 led by
Joe Anderson and Clarence Hill.

Bull Shoals Church
recently held a deacon ordination service
for Orville Mears and David Fox.

Mount Olive Church

at Crossett honored Jim Wolfe July 11. He
was presented with a love offering in recog-
nition of his services as music director.
Forest Highlands Church

in Little Rock ordained Scott Willis to the
gospel ministry July 4. He is a student at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Strait

Winfield

of St. Louis, Mo., he is a graduate of South-
west Missouri State University, Springfield,
and Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary. His wife, Phyllis, is a graduate of
Baylor University. They have two sons,
Jeremy and Shaun

Lee Bennett Moore

was ordained to the gospel ministry June 20
by Lavaca First Church. Harold Law was
moderator of the ordaining council. Others
assisting were Robert Brisco, Jack Bettis,
I. B. Ballance, Murl Walker and George
Domerese. Mike Kinsey was music director.

Jim Dann

has been chosen to serve as swimming
coach for Quachita Baptist University. In
addition to his coaching, he will serve as
building activities coordinator for the new
$4 million health, physical education and
recreation building. He will also serve as as-
sistant intramural director.

Mike Arrington

will receive the Ph.D. degree in history in
August from the University of Arkansas. He
is director of academic skills development
and assistant professor of history at Oua-
chita Baptist University.

Focus on youth

Ouachita Baptist Assembly

youth camp was in session June 21-25 with
Jerry Hill serving as director. Jeff and Linda
Moore of Flint, Texas, were guests. He
served as camp pastor and evangelist, lead-
ing the youth in services that resulted in 17
rededications and professions of faith
Paris First Church

youth were in Western Grove July 59, as-
sisting with a Vacation Bible School. They
will assist the Cassville Mission with a VBS
July 19-23.

Fouke First Church

youth will leave July 17 for Elkhart, Ind.,
where they will conduct Backyard Bible
Schools, lead in a youth renewal and have
an all night Lock-In with the youth of
Wynd-Gate Church. Deryl and Cathy Jones
are Fouke youth leaders.

July 15, 1982

Student-led Bible study groups

reach students, develop leaders

JONESBORO, ARK. — Campuses like
Arkansas State University here are finding
that student-led Bible studies are reaching
a larger, more diversified group of students
than any other activity.

Bible study groups are the best resources

by Gail Rothwell

groups at Arkansas State have been led by
students. “Three years ago the idea was just
adream, and this year we have already had
a total of 18 student-led Bible study
groups,” explained Dickerson.

Debbie Harless, assistant BSU director,

BSUs have for recruit t and

according to Milt Hughes, Bible study and
discipleship consultant for National Stu-
dent Ministries of the Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board.

Bible study is the emphases in this year’s
NSM program and a goal has been set to in-
volve 50,000 students in some type of Bible
study.

Arkansas State Umversnw a campus of

has nine ong
Bible studies mvolvmg more than 125 stu-
dents.

Eight small-group studies meet at various
times during the week in dormitory rooms,
apartments or at the Baptist Student Union
Center on campus. Approximately one-
third of these students are not involved in
any other BSU activity.

A large-group Bible study, led by BSU
campus director Arliss Dickerson is held on
Monday evenings.

When Dickerson came to Arkansas State
three years ago from Henderson State Uni-
versity, Arkadelphia, Ark., the Monday
study group averaged 15 students. Since
that time the Bible study has grown steadily
and now reaches more than 60 students
each week.

Dickerson said his calling is to the total
campus, “not just to those students who
come to the BSU meetings. Because stu-
dents are more aware of the needs of other
students, Bible study groups are a witness
and ministry to the campus as a whole,”
said Dickerson.

This is the first year that Bible study

was ible for and training
group leaders.

Harless said training students to be good
Bible study leaders helps them to develop
spiritual disciplines which enable them to
be good church leaders. “I have a dual re-
sponsibility to develop not only good stu-
dent leaders, but good church leaders,” she
said.

Both Dickerson and Harless feel the
local church and BSU must work together
in developing spiritual leaders.

Joel Wofford, a junior accounting major
from Forrest City, Ark., and president of the
BSU, led a Bible study last semester using
the NSM resource, Living Discipleship, de-
veloped by Milt Hughes as the first phase
of a systematic campus Bible study pro-
gram.

Wofford said one benefit from leading
the study was that it motivated him to
study and learn more about the Bible.

He said the key to the success of his
group was that everyone was willing to
share their views and feelings.

“One thing | discovered that frightened
me was how people observe the commit-
ment we have made in our lives. | am trying
to let Christ make the difference in my life
and attitude,” he said.

This semester Wofford is participating in
a small-group study that meets at 9 p.m. on
Thursday evenings.

In addition to the Bible study program,
the Arkansas State BSU involves more than
130 students each week in some type of
mission or study activity.

Come ride the
WMU chartered bus to the

North American

Baptist Women’s Union Meeting
Oct. 19-24, 1982
Kansas City, Missouri

Reservations accepted on “first come, first served” basis.
For information write: WMU, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock 72203

Theme: What We Yet May Be
Hear:
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The bivocational pastor and self-esteem

One might misunderstand self-esteem if
he confuses it with pride or conceit. Pride
and conceit are wrong. Self-esteem, how-
ever, is healthy. What is self-esteem? It is a
confidence in and acceptance of oneself.
Put simply, it is self-respect. Three reasons
why the bivocational pastor can enjoy self-
esteem are:

First, the worth of man is a biblical con-
cept The Old Testament, as well as the
New, teach that a healthy attitude toward
oneself is necessary if one would be obedi-
ent to Cod. In Matthew 22:3640 Jesus
draws together Leviticus 19:18 and Deuter-
onomy 6:5 to say that a man is to not only
love God and neighbor but he is also to
love himself. In giving full devotion to God,
man is to love his neighbor as he loves him-
self. This would say that the basis for loving
and serving others and God is one’s attitude
toward himself. The converse of this would
be a lack of personal‘faith in God because
of a sense of inferiority.

The Bible emphasizes the worth of man.
According to Genesis 1:26, man was creat-
ed in the image of'God and was given do-
minion over al the rest of creation. As a
person of worth man .became a partner
with God in his creation.

The theme of man’s worth recurs often in
Scripture. The psalmist speaks of his own
worth in Psalms 1391416 (KJV) as he
speaks of his own uniqueness and individ-
uality. He also speaks of the worth of all
mankind in 8:38 as he reminds the reader
that God is mindful of man whom he creat-
ed just a little lower than the angels, and to
whom he gave dominion over the works of
his hands. One also sees in the Old Testa-
ment that man who was created with worth
falls in his relationship to God and stands in

need of re-creation in the Lord Jesus Christ.

As one approaches the New Testament
Jesus is seen as “the image of the invisible
God,” and it is in Jesus that the Father’s im-
age in man can be recreated (Gal. 2:20). As
re-creation is accomplished through faith in
Jesus Christ man becomes the workman-
ship of God created unto good works (Eph
2:810).

The knowledge that man is of worth to
God should not only raise the self-esteem
of the bivocational pastor but it should
raise also the self-esteem of all who would
seek a sense of personal worth.

Second, bivocationalism has its roots in
Scripture. The most famous bivocational
pastor not only from biblical times but for
all time was the apostle Paul. On his sec-
ond missionary journey Paul came to Co-
rinth. There he came in contact with a
Jewish couple, Aquila and his wife Priscilla,
and the Bible states that because they were
of the same trade, Paul stayed with them
and they worked; for they were by trade,
tentmakers (Acts 18:3).

Luke, the evangelist and companion of
Paul was a physician (Col. 4:14). It is highly
possible that some of the disciples of our
Lord continued to earn a portion, if not all,
of their livelihood through the occupations
they held prior to their calling to follow
Jesus.

The Scripture offers a rich heritage to the
bivocational pastor and this should help
him to see that the bivocational ministry is
within the will of God.

From *‘Church Administration'* Magazine,
June 1982. Copyright 1982 by the Sunday
School Board of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Arkansas layman on the air for Jesus

Chiith

Baptist go to 96
countries, using their time and talents to
take the gospel to the world. Don Gephardt,
a North Little Rock layman, uses his to
bring them back home.

Cephardt, a member of Park Hill Church
in North Little Rock, has been a licensed

sion activities. The problems and joys that
missionaries face each day have been
brought closer to me.”

More recently Gephardt has found a sec-
ond outlet for his broadcasts — this time
closer to home. He serves as communica-
tions director for a disaster relief vehicle re-

‘amateur radio operator for six years, and in ~cently put into service by the Arkansas

the last three has learned that his hobby
can be used in a meaningful ministry to for-
eign missionaries.

Gephardt brings the missionaries closer
to their families and friends by usmg his
radio and to patch telephone calls b

state Brotherhood Department. The bus,
d to handle
essential communicmon in and out of a
disaster area, where phone lines may be
wiped out or at least overloaded.

Gephardt, who says he once mistakenly

wmwﬂnus Phone patch-
es, Gephardi ins, are ch than
conventlonal overseas phone calls, and in
some remote areas, the radio might be the
only means of making contact back home.

.“1 have received many. blessings,” Gep-
hardt says, “from helping these mission-
aries, and have become more aware of mis-
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behevedhehadnotalentstobeusedby-

God, is now finding that the opportunities

for radio operators are more than one.

“ham” can handle.

Arkansas hams are included in an Okla-
homa net which.meets weekly in conjunc-
tion with their disaster relief program. The
nets meets at 2 p.m. each Sunday on 7275

by Nodell Dennis

Third, the very nature of bivocationalism
fulfills the meaning of Christian calling.
Every Christian is called and has a life of
service to offer (Eph. 4:1). When the apostle
Paul used the word “vocation” in Ephesians
4:1 he was referring to the calling of every
Christian. What is that calling? It is “that
Divine invitation or calling by which Chris-
tians are introduced into the privileges of
the gospel.” When does this calling come
to the individual Christian? “The Christian’s
calling is God’s summons to him answered
at conversion; and his response is to be
worked out in his subsequent behavior pat-
tern.”

In light of this interpretation of Paul’s
meaning of vocation, every Christian is to
commit himself to the service of God.
There is no teaching in Scripture that sug-
gests a layman’s commitment to the Lord is
to be exceeded by that of his pastor or any
other minister.

The minister does, however, have a
special calling. While each Christian re-
sponds to the call to discipleship, the minis-
ter is called to his specific task. In referring
to his own ministry, the apostle Paul intro-
duced himself to the Roman church as “a
servant of Jesus Christ, and an apostle
chosen and called by God to preach his
good news” (Rom. 1:1, TEV),

In Ephesians 4:11-12, according to Paul,
the “apostle,” “prophet,” “evangelist,” and
“pastor-teacher,” each received a specific
call to become an equipper of the people
of God. As the believer is'called to minister
in the name of Christ, so is he called to
equip Christians for ministry.

There is no ‘intention to minimize the
ministry of the full-time pastor, and certain-
ly all ministers are to live out their callings;

By Bob Allen

KHZ, Gephardt says, and more Arkansans
are needed. Persons unable to meet at that
time, but wllllng to helplf a disaster occurs
in their area, my make arrangements with
Gephardt by, writing him at #5 Donaghey
Court, North’mﬂe Rock, Ark. 72116.

The tlsla?en need fo:s the Arkansas dis-
aster relief-team now is permanent radio
gear — both amateur and business band.
Gephardt said. the equipment will be pur-
‘chased with donations, and asks that other
operators keep an ear tuned for di count
sources foc the. equl ent. :

“I would like to encourage tbe Baptist
hams around Arkansas to pray about their
use of | dmrhobbywsawecod"cephlrdt
said. “The disaster relief bus gives us a
means of ministering to our fellow man ina
time of need. We can also show them
God's love while we are doing it. Each of us
truly has. amlennhu God can use. Open
up your heart and | letCodbseyod" :
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but the bivocational pastor is in a unique
position to live out his calling in a distinct
way. 5
Not all part-time pastors are bi-vocatio

al, but those who are have opportunity to
identify with secular employees on the job
as well as those in the church. They have
opportunities of service and witness that
full-time pastors may not have. Their minis-
try can be expressed both in the secular
realm as well as in the church related
realm; whereas the full-time pastor is most
often called upon to minister in the reli-
gious realm. The bivocational pastor can
sometimes more easily identify with “voca-
tion” or that call which comes to all Chris-
tians at conversion than can some full-time
pastors. This may also put more pressure on
him to live a consistently Christian life and
witness. The bivocational pastor is not in-
sulated from the “real world” as his full-
time minister colleague may sometimes be.

One of my fellow pastors serves as the
bivocational pastor of a church in the Trini-
ty Baptist Association in Arkansas. In sav-
ing him, God called him to be a Christian
witness. This brother spends a number of
hours each week in pastoring his church,
but he consistently lives his Christian wit-
ness. He works forty hours a week in a local
factory where he also ministers for Christ

Photo by Jetf Milchell, courtesy Arkansas Gazetle

on the job. He is well-respected by fellow
employees, and he has led others to Christ
while gn the job. He has even been respon-
sible for some being baptized into churches
other than his, since he realizes that one
church cannot meet the needs of all peo-
ple. While this man is not a full-time pastor,
he is a full-time minister. His life is an ex-
ample of how one can find fulfillment in a
Christian calling

It was the author’s privilege to conduct a
project with eight bivocational pastors
from the Trinity Baptist Association in Poin-
sett, Arkansas. The title of the project was
“Building Self-image in Bivocational Pas-
tors.” The man mentioned above stated,
“For twenty-five years | have felt guilty, be-
cause | was not a full-time pastor, but |
guess | was wrong. God has used me on the
job as well as in my church, He has even
allowed me to lead one church to call a
full-time pastor, and | guess that has been a
ministry within itself. | wish | had known all
of this 25 years ago.”

The bivocational pastor need not see his
ministry as second-rate. He, like the full-
time pastor, can realize a success in minis-
try. He can enjoy healthy self-esteem.

Nodell Dennis is pastor, First Church,
Trumann, Ark.

Judge Harris gets Hays award
Federal District Judge Oren B. Harris was the first recipient of what Second Church of
Little Rock hopes will be an annual award honoring Christian citizenship and remem-
bering the late Congressman Brooks Hays. Judge Harris (left) got a plaque from the
church’s pastor, Larry Maddox, at the testimonial dinner July 3. Harris, Senior Judge
for the Western and Eastern Districts of Arkansas, was chosen from a nationwide
group of nominees. Among those testifying at the dinner to his applying his Christian
faith to all areas of public service were Arkansas’ Senator David Pryor; Judge Harris’
pastor, Don B. Harbuck of First Church in El Dorado; and Federal Judge Thomas C.

Eisele.

Besides recognizing Christian citizenship and serving as a merparial to Hays, the
award should encourage persons in public life to apply the gospel in all areas of pub-

lic service, according to Pastor Maddox.

July 15, 1982

( Boyce Bible School
meets a definite need

by S. Cary Hear
The experience T
of teaching at J
Boyce Bible School
convinced me that
this extension of
Southern Baptist
Theological Semi-
nary meets a defi-
nite need in the
lives of those God
has called to serve
his churches.
About one third
of the pastors in Arkansas are bivoca-
tional, and a large number of these do
not have their college or seminary work.
Boyce provides them with the opportu-
nity to acquire the training and the
broadened perspective they need to
more adequately fulfill their calling
Among the students | have taught |
observed such an eagerness to learn and
such an appreciation for those who are
willing to provide them with the oppor-
tunity to do so that | am convinced God
was behind the creation of Boyce and
he will continue to bless its ministry
There is another need that Boyce
meets, and that is the need to be faithful
as a steward of the blessings God has en-
trusted to us. Our Lord said “unto whom-
soever much is given, of him shall be
much required” (Luke 12:48). Southern
Baptists gave me my education at Bay-
lor University and Southwestern Semi-
nary, and | would consider it a breach of
trust not to respond when the opportuni-
ty to share the benefits of my training
with others is presented to me, Boyce is
truly a blessing to all of us who share in

Heard

its ministry.
Dr. Heard is pastor at Park Hill
\_Church in North Little Rock. J

Arkansas couple
named home missionaries

ATLANTA — Donald and Doris Seigler
of Fayetteville were among 58 persons ap-
pointed to mission service by the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board during its June
meeting.

Seigler becomes director of associational
missions for Mountain-Western associa-
tions in New Mexico. Prior to appointment,
he was director of missions for Washington-
Madison association in Fayetteville.

He is a graduate of Wayland Baptist Col-
lege, Plainview, Texas, and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth,
Texas. He has been pastor of churches in
Utah, California, Texas, Arkansas, and New
Mexico.
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Missouri state worker

NEW ORLEANS (BP) — A state denomi-
national employee has resigned and four
churches have been publicly cited in an in-
vestigation into registration irregularities at
the 1982 Southern Baptist Convention.

Jim Thomas, 48, church training director
of the Missouri Baptist Convention, re-
signed June 23, at the request of MBC Exec-
utive Director Rheubin South, after an in-
vestigation revealed Thomas presented
false credentials to register as a messenger
at the annual meeting of the 13.8-million-
member denomination

Thomas, a member of First Baptist
Church of Jefferson City, Mo., was one of
10 persons asked to return ballots and other
credentials after it was discovered their
churches had more messengers than per-

- mitted under Article 111 of the SBC Consti-

v

tution which allows a maximum of 10 mes-

.sengers per church

In addition to the Jefferson City church,
which registered 11 messengers, including
Thomas, the other churches publicly cited
for having too many messengers were:
Riverside Church of Jacksonville, Fla, 15
messengers; Second Church of Memphis,
Tenn, 13, and First Church of Tucker, Ga.,
n

Registration Secretary Lee Porter, of
Nashville, Tenn,, reported the 125th annual
meeting of the SBC registered the second
highest number of messengers ever, 20,438,
second only to the 1978 meeting in Atlanta,
when 22,872 messengers registered. (In the
Thursday morning session of the meeting,
Porter had reported for the Credentials
Committee on the irregularities, publicly
citing the churches and individuals in-
volved )

He will write the churches cited since it
is not a matter between the SBC and indi-
viduals, but between the denomination and
churches.

Thomas told the Word and Way, news-
journal of the MBC, he was not elected a
messenger from First Church, but his for-
mer associate, Gil Brink, was. Thomas said
when he heard Brink joined a church in Cal-
ifornia, where he has accepted a new posi-
tion, and was no longer eligible to be a
messenger from the Missouri church,
Thomas signed his pastor’s name to a letter
certifying he had been elected.

However, Brink notified First Church he
could no longer be a messenger and Mrs.
Nelson Duke, wife of the pastor, was certi-
fied as the tenth messenger. Earlier, the
congregation elected her as first alternate.

Pastor Nelson Duke, a member of the
SBC Executive Committee, said he was
astonished when the church was cited for
violating registration rules. “We had been
very careful to elect only 10 messengers
and then some alternates,” Duke said.

“I am truly sorry about the whole affair,
but the church was careful to abide by the
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resigns over SBC registration

rules,” he added.

Thomas, who has been church training
director for the convention five years, is a
native of Monette, Mo. He has been pastor
of churches in Missouri and Texas, and edu-
cational director for a number of churches,
including Park Temple Church, Fort Worth,
Texas; North Phoenix (Ariz.) Church; Lamar
Church, Wichita Falls, Texas; Queensboro
(La.) Church; Tower Grove Church and First
Church of Ferguson, both in the Greater St.
Louis area.

In an interview with Word and Way,
Thomas expressed sorrow and regret for
registering illegally, calling his actions “the
most stupid thing I've ever done.”

Baptist Press contacted the pastors of
the other churches publicly cited for viola-
tions.

H. Edgar Twine, pastor of the Jackson-
ville church, said the situation was a “mis-
understanding which got compounded.”
He said the church elected 10 messengers
and five alternates, but presented creden-
tials to all 15 persons. The action, he said,
was to insure that the church had its full
allotment of messengers in New Orleans.

Most of the messengers, he added, had
never been to a convention before and
were not aware of how the meeting oper-
ates. “They thought we would sit by delega-
tions,” he added.

Twine acknowledged that the church
“probably should not have given the cards
to the alternates.” He said the registration
controls “are good and the procedure is
quite proper.”

When informed of the over-registration,
five of the messengers returned their bal-
lots — all unused — and other credentials.

James W. Hatley, pastor of Second
Church in A his, said he d d
and concurs with the action of the creden-
tials committee. The error was human, un-
intentional and regrettable.”

He said the church elected nine mes-
sengers, but was told three of them would
not attend. Then, four members of one of
the church families asked for credentials to
be able to attend. The confusion occurred
when two of those who said they would not
attend in fact did. .

In that confusion, Hatley said, the
church came up with 13 messengers. The
extra three turned in their ballots immedi-
ately, all unused.

“To make sure we didn’t have too many,
my wife, my son and | did not use our bal-
lots either,” he said.

R.D. Mullis, pastor of the Georgia
church, said: “I am sorry it occurred. It was
innocent. | feel badly about the fact we
had to be exposed, but | take full responsi-
bility.”

He said the church “properly prepared”
10 messenger cards, and then a retired min-
ister asked for permission to attend as a

by Dan Martin

messenger. Permission was granted, Mullis
said, adding: “My wife and our minister of

education’s wife relinquished their cards to
allow our former pastor and his wife to at-
tend. At the convention, someone told me
the man’s wife did not come to the conven-
tion, so | told my wife that she could regis-
ter. She did.”

“The next day | learned the other woman
had registered. Lee Porter called me that
night, and at nine the next morning we were
at the registration desk. | gave the gentle-
man there all of the materials. The ballots
had not been used.”

Porter told Baptist Press the investigation
is continuing. “I think we are going to un-
cover some more irregularities,” he said.

Porter said the matter of registration “is a
question of integrity. | am not playing polit-
ical games or trying to politicize the regis-
tration. What | am trying to do is torinsure
the integrity of the registration and ballot-
ing process.”

He said he is going to “follow through”
with the registration investigation, and that
if he uncovers other irregularities, he will
“name names” and publicly cite churches.

* Pastors
e Church Training directors
e Church staff !/t

It's time for the annual

Pastor-Director

Retreat

 Friday-Saturday,
Aug. 13-14
Camp Paron

* Helps in planning for 1982-83

® Overview of all Church Training
materials

* Preview of “Developing People”
Emphasis — 1982-85

* Introducing the new Church
Training Records System

* Introducing the Year of Family
and Ministry

For registrations write:
Church Training Department
P.0. Box 552
Little Rock, Ark. 72203
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Foreign mission briefs

He knew how
to prepare a sermon

LOME, Togo — The two Southern Bap-
tist missionaries and three Togolese pastors
had come to the Baptist church in the
Mono River area of Togo to teach leader-
ship training conferences. But as they
moved their tents from church to church,

Proschoo! and
Childrens Choor

REﬂD('

Second Baptist
Church
Eighth and Scott
Little Rock
Aug. 12-13

(register by July 30)

SSau

Martha Ruth Moore
Older children
Paris, Tenn.

Sponsored by:
Church Music
Department
P.O. Box 552
Little Rock,
Ark. 72203

w Fam,

Peggy Willi
ams l‘ <

Younger children
Paris, Tenn.

Ron Jackson
Preschool consultant
BSSB, Nashville

they realized they were drawing a crowd.
At one church, 250 people joined the 20
church leaders who had been invited for
training. Taking advantage of the oppor-
tunity, the three pastors added an evange-
listic message to their lessons. At the end of
Peter Oyakale’s lesson on how to prepare a
sermon, five adults came forward saying
they wanted to become Christians

160 Haitians train
to WIN

LIMBE, Haiti — A recent Witness In-
volvement Now evangelistic school at the
Baptist Theological Seminary of Haiti at
Limbe drew 160 leaders of Haitian mis-
sions. The five-day school was directed by
Southern Baptist missionary Wayne Freder-
ick, Guadeloupe, with the assistance of
missionary Tim Brendle, Haiti; Haitian pas-
tor Andre Jean; and Jules Casseus, Haitian
president of the seminary. When the partic-

ipants visited alongside members of a near-
by church, more than 40 persons accepted
Christ.

Evangelism needs
prompt moves

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay — Faced with
a critical need for field evangelists, the
Uruguay Baptist Mission has voted to re-
locate missionaries Wally and Betty Poor
and Jimmie and Norma Spann in areas of
Uruguay where Baptist work is weak or
nonexistent. Both couples will move from
Montevideo, where the Poors divide their
time between mass media work and a
church they lead, and where the Spanns are
involved in urban evangelism and theologi-
cal education. The Poors, both Missourians,
will move to the department (state) of
Canelones and the Spanns, both Texans, to
the department of Maldonado.

(

peals and the U.S. Supreme Court.

Baptist congregation loses

tax appeal over parsonage

WASHINGTON (BP) — A Southern Baptist congregation in Maryland failed to
convince the U.S. Supreme Court to decide if the state may deny property tax ex-
emption to a residence owned by the church and used by its minister of music

First Church of Silver Spring, Md., asked the Montgomery County supervisor of
assessments seven years ago to exempt a parsonage housing the congregation’s min-
ister of music. The request was denied, setting in motion a long legal dispute that
finally ended June 21 with the high court’s refusal to review the case

Between its original application in 1975 and the final resolution of the case, the
church appealed to a property tax appeals board, the Maryland Tax Court, a county
circuit court, the Maryland Court of Special Appeals, the Maryland Court of Ap-

But at each level the supervisor of assessment’s original decision to deny tax
exemption to the parsonage was left standing

Attorneys Garland E. Lowe and John W. Baker, both members of the surburban
Washington, D.C. congregation, asked the nation’s high court to review the case,
arguing that “the state has no authority to examine the religious doctrines of a
church or to determine ecclesiastical matters for a church.”

They argued further that Montgomery County became excessively entangled in
their congregation’s affairs by an intensive examination into the minister of music’s
contributions to the “spiritual” needs of the church.

In addition, they noted that the county exempts three Roman Catholic parson-
ages and convents, thus favoring one religion over another.

For its part, the state of Maryland argued in a written brief that denying prop-

by Stan Hastey

erty tax exemption to an “alleged parsonage” for an “alleged minister” did not inter-
fere with the free exercise of religion nor did the county review of the minister of
music’s duties to the congregation improperly entangle the state in church affairs.

“Governmental decision-making affecting only property taxation, rather than
ideology, is not an area where strict separation of church and state entanglement
must apply, the argument continued.

Further, according to Maryland Attorney General Stephen H. Sachs, the distinc-
tion made by the church between its parsonage and Roman Catholic properties was
invalid, since “a state may impose different standards of taxation on different
classes of property if the distinction rests upon reasonable consideration of the dis-
tinctions between those classes as a matter of public policy.”

As is customary, the high court did not indicate its reason for rejecting the case.

J
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1Your state convention at work

Missions
American society, a changing mosaic -

Americans continue to identify with their ancestral roots and
mother tongues, according to a report by the Commerce Depart-
ment’s Census Bureau. The report is based on a 1979 population
survey which asked questions on ancestry, country of birth, mother
tongue, current language spoken at home, ability to speak English,
and ability to read and write in any language.

In Arkansas English, Scottish, Irish and Cerman are the largest
ancestry groups. Other ancestry groups include Spanish, American
Indian, Italian, African, Polish, Russian, Asian, and Pacific Island-
ers. Approximately two percent of Arkansas’ population is ethnic,
accounting for more than 50,000 people. This does not include the

ionally

al qualities of the deaf community.

Arkansas Southern Baptist Churches have an opportunity to
do “foreign missions” at home through ministry to ethnic persons
in our communities. Churches and associations can (1) discern the
need, (2) share findings with church and associational leaders, (3)
determine ministry approach, (4) cultivate the people and (5) begin
to minister. The objectives of Bold Mission Thrust can only be
reached through the evangelizing of our nation’s vast ethnlc popu-
lation and the blish of ethnic congreg:
must be developed among our churches which meet the needs of
those they are seeking to reach The “winning of America to

16,000 hearing impaired persons of which 5,000 (pre-voc
deaf) would be classified as “ethnic” because of the unique cultur-

Christian Life Council
Dissecting cadavers

Doug Dickens, pastor at First Church in Hot Springs, recently
made an interesting observation and application from the life of
the late poet, Gertrude Stein. In his church’s weekly newsletter
Doug pointed out that years ago she had almost been awarded a
medical degree by the John Hopkins University Medical School.

She developed brilliance and competence in dissecting ca-
davers, but the faculty apparently denied her a degree because she
had no interest in treating human beings.

The application made is that too often preachers and others
treat the Bible like dissecting a dead corpse rather than presenting
it like the living word.

This pastor further observed that churches tend to get so busy
with programs, budgets, buildings and beliefs that we get away

Family and Child Care
God don’t make junk . . . nor just statistics

“| don’t want to know your name, just give me your Social
Security number” was the reply given my friend when calling an
office for personal assistance. We can laugh about the incident but
on the other hand, it may reflect a serious fault about the deper-
sonalization of our society. Is it true that we are losing sight of the
worth and value of every person? Surely, we will never allow num-
bers to become more important than people.

In preparing our annual report, | was completing the section
on Emergency Care. For reporting purposes, | had written that we
had served 331 children in our two Emergency Receiving Homes
during this year. | asked Doug McWhirter, director of these pro-
grams, to complete the paragraph. He shared “331 children who

Stewardship
Per capita gifts increase
On an average Sunday morning in 1981, the 1260 Southern

Baptist churches in Arkansas had 28.34 percent of their total mem-
bership in Sunday School.

Christ” ethnic cong ons. — Randal Cash, Director of
Language Missions.

from people. We must remember that Jesus set himself squarely
before living, breathing, hurting human beings — this is where
Jesus set his church.

Thanks Doug for a timely reminder to be more positively and
realistically alert to minister in the name of our living Lord to the
needs of living people.

One of the finest reminders of who we are and how we are to
behave as God’s people existing among living people is found in
Galatians 5:22-23. Also, Paul puts forth a reminder that if Christians
live in the Spirit they are to walk in the Spirit (v. 25). The fruit of the
Spirit are concrete evidences of the Christian’s walk being in the
Spirit as they relate to other people. They are love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, d faithfulness, I and self con-
trol. — Bob Parker, director

needed our ministry because of neglect, abuse and abandonment
is an alarming statistic to us. But it is not just another story of num-
bers to God our father. For he knows each of the 331 by name and
need and does he not grieve and long for his love (and purpose and
plan) to be known by each of them?”

This is our Christian belief and perspective and should be the
interest of each of us as we relate to the world. Each person is im-
portant; God is our creator. Every person should be treated with re-
spect and dignity. Each person’s life struggles need to be accepted
and shared. It is my prayer that we will never lose sight of the value
and significance of each person. Haven’t you heard, “I am me; |
am good, because God don’t make no junk”. — Johnny G. Biggs,
executive director

Ark iod h

bers? The 8 gave $279.61 annual-
ly or $5.38 weekly. Total membership giving figures were lower
with 53 67 weeklv or $191.05 annually through the local church.

Those present gave considerably more than church S
o

were above the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion . The SBC gave $5.01 weekly

who weren't active in Sunday School. In 1981, Bap
Sunday School gave $12.96 weekly, per capita, for local and world
ministries through their churches. The weekly gifts translate into
total annual gifts of $673.92. The 1980 weekly per capita gifts aver-
aged $11.53.

How do these figures compare with the gifts of resident mem-
Page 12

through his church. When all members are considered, the figure
drops to $3.60 weekly.

Giving improves in Baptist churches as members participate
in Sunday School. In most churches, a minority of the members
give most of the funds to underwrite the churchs ministries. —
James A. Walker, Director
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Your state convention at work

Evangelism ;
The CWT encourage

The pastor or leader of the Continuing
Witness Training process assigns a person to
an encourager immediately after he accepts
Christ. It is best to assign man to man, wom-
an to woman and youth to youth within the
Sunday School department. In making the
assignments, geographical consideration
should be given. The encourager and the
new Christian should both receive assign-
ment notification by mail.

The encourager will live out his commit-
ment to the new Christian. He will gladly ac- Shell
cept the assigned new Christian. The encour-
ager will then deliver and explain the “Survival Kit” to the new
Christian. The new Christian will understand his encourager is will-

Senior Adult Ministry
Senior conferences scheduled for September

Inspiration, fellowship, worship, training
and sightseeing await senior adults and their
leaders at the Senior Adult Chautauquas at
Ridgecrest and Glorieta. The week of Sept.
20-24 has been designated as Arkansas Se-
nior Adult Chautauqua at Glorieta. A char-
tered bus will leave from Little Rock on Sat-
urday morning, Sept. 18, and will return the
following Saturday. The week of Oct. 4-8 has
been designated as the Arkansas Senior Adult
Chautauqua at Ridgecrest. A bus will leave
on Saturday morning, Oct. 2, and will return
the following Saturday.

Churches should have received information about these two
Chautauquas along with registration information. Reservations

Holley

ing to assist him in every way possible for 11 weeks. A weekly tele-
phone conversation will help answer the new Christian’s questions
and motivate him to growth in Christ. The new Christian will be en-
couraged to attend Sunday School, be faithful to the worship ser-
vices, and become involved in weekly visitation.

The pastor and church should give recognition to the faithful
encouragers. At the end of the 11 weeks, a letter of appreciation
should be sent. The new Christian, no doubt, will express sincere
appreciation to the encourager. The encourager process will help
assure our churches that every new Christian will grow in the grace
and knowledge of the Lord Jesus.

| like this process. | hope that you will want to try it. Contact
me for future CWT Seminars, dates and places. — Clarence Shell,
Director

should be mailed to our office as early as possible since we are
only holding 46 reservations for each of these weeks. Additional in-
formation and registration forms should be requested from our of-
fice. p

The Mid-South Senior Adult Convention is another excellent
opportunity for senior adults in Arkansas. The Convention, spon-
sored by Arkansas and five other states, will be held at Bellevue
Church in Memphis, Monday through Wednesday, Sept. 6-8. In-
spirational messages, fellowships, interest conferences and Bible
study will highlight the program. Leadership training sessions will
be conducted for those who work with senior adults

ks

For | infc ion and regi ion forms, write Church
Training Department, Arkansas Baptist State Convention, P.O. Box
552, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203. — Robert Holley

If you wish to:

children

answer.

=l

Homer W. Shirley, Jr.

* Give more than you believe capable to the ministry of needy

® Realize a savings on Income Taxes and Estate Taxes

A gift of life insurance may be your

For further information contact:

Fair Rental
Christian couple has new 21’ travel trailer
for rent during the World's Fair, eight
miles from the fair. $50 per night. Call
Randy Suddarth, (615) 577-7327.

The sound, video and lighting
system in your sanctuary should
be balanced to provide the best
environment possible for your
worship service.

We'll provide custom designed
systems to match the interior

L

Director of Development
Arkansas Baptist Family
and Child Care Services
P.O. Box 552

Little Rock, Ark. 72203
Phone: (501) 376-4791

beauty of your church.

For a free consultation, call Jack
Langston on our toll free
number: 1-800-654-6744.

@D foro audio-video

4800 West 140 Owlahoma City, OK 73128 (405)946-9966
4715 East 415t Tulsa, OK 74135 (918)663-4730
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Lessons for Iiviﬂ;

July 18, 1982

International
Cornelius: A gentile convert

by Gene Petty, Ouachita Baptist University
Basic passages: Acts 10:1-2, 30-35, 4448
Central truth: The power of the gospel re-
moves the scales of prejudice from the eyes
of the believer.

Cornelius is a perfect example of an indi-
vidual who wants to know God and do
what is right but simply does not know
how. Peter is an example of an individual
who is blinded to present spiritual need and
opportunity by former prejudices. Although
the focus of the lesson is on Cornelius, the
truth is not complete with the insight of the
apostle Peter.

We know from verses one and two of our
lesson that Comelius is a gentile who is a
military commander over 100 men from
Italy. This fact would seem to preclude any
interest in religion of any kind, yet we also
learn from these same verses that he was a
devout man who gave alms liberally, prayed
constantly, and who “feared God.” This
last characteristic of his life was also true
of many individuals in New Testament days
and these individuals came to be known as
“God Fearers.” They were people who
wanted to know the truth about God, but
more importantly, they also wanted to
serve him with all their life. Cornelius was
one of these persons.

We can learn from them in that their de-
sire to know and serve God came from
within their heart and then they sought to
find expression for that in the true and liv-
ing God. So often in our day we need a
physical (or visible)] God to generate the
kind of commitment we find in Cornelius.

God honored this kind of devotion by
using Cornelius to bring the gospel to an en-
tire city of lost people. When asked to do
something strange and out of the ordinary,
Cornelius instantly obeyed our Lord and
sent for Peter at Joppa. Upon Peter’s arrival
and subsequent insight into the truth that
God is no respecter of persons, the entire
city of Caesarea heard the gospel and many
believed. They were so impressed that they
asked Peter and the apostles to remain a
few more days and so God used Cornelius
to share the gospel with a pagan city in his
day.

The lesson treatment is based on the International Bidle

Life and Work
Jesus — Our savior

by C. A. Johnson, Walnut Street, Jonesboro
Basic passages: Hebrews 4:14-5:10; 7:1-8:2;
9:11-14, 27-28; 13:10-12

Focal passages: Hebrews 5:1, 7-10; 7:23-27;
9:27-28

Central truth: Jesus, our great high priest,
completely fulfills man’s need for a sacrifice
and thereby provides man’s access to God.

1. Jesus meets God's qualifications for
high priesthood. A priest must be taken
from among men to minister to men (5:1)
and he must be appointed by God to minis-
ter on the behalf of men before God (5:4)
This was an honor no man took upon him-
self. He must be called of God. Jesus per-
fectly met these requirements

2. A high priest ministers on man’s behalf
with the things pertaining to God. Man is a
sinner and thus alienated from God. There
is no way man can approach God directly
He must have an intercessor, a priest to in-
tercede for him. Jesus, truly God and truly
man, called of God, becomes the one and
only link between God and man.

3. A high priest must have compassion
on the people for whom he ministers (5:2)
Jesus perfectly fulfills this role. By virture
of his kinship with mankind he experienced
dangers, temptations, sorrows and trials
We have a great high priest who fully
knows and understands our situation
Therefore, we can obtain from Jesus all the
strength and compassion we need to main-
tain our confession and resist temptations

4. His high priesthood encourages us. Je-
sus was tempted and tried, but remained
steadfast throughout and is now at the
throne of God. This gives every believer a
powerful incentive to persevere in faith and
obedience.

5. As high priest, Jesus is man’s savior. He
offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to
God for the sins of men. His sacrifice was
once and for all. Year after year the ritual
of the Day of Atonement had to be ob-
served under the Jewish priesthood. Now
the sacrifice of Christ need never be made
again. The path to God is open forever and
can never be closed again. Nothing can be
added to what Jesus has done to open and
keep open the door to God's presence.

This lesson treatment is based on the Life and Work Cur-
riculum for Southern Baptist 1 by the Sun-

churches,
day School Board of the Southemn Baptist Convention. All
rights reserved. Used by

Hawaii Oct. 29-Nov. 5

Join Dwayne Fischer and group for 8

days in Hawaii. 2 Islands, Oahu and Maui.
$1,075

For details: #5 Carriage Cove, Little

Wholesale
Ry deli and equip-
ment: ice machines, dishwashers, ranges,
refrigerators, ice cream. slush and pop-
corn machines. Aimco Wholesale, 2315
Cantrell Rd., Little Rock. Ph; 372-0506 or

1-800-482-9026.

Rock, 72207. Phone 225-7000.
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Bible Book
Praise to the Lord of Zion

by Don Hook, retired Baptist minister
Basic passages: Psalms 24; 46; 84

Focal passages: Psalms 24:14; 46:1-2; 84:1-12
Central truth: God is in his holy temple
where needy mankind may worship him
and find security, sanctuary, and sustenance.

The word “Zion"” means “fortress”. Mt.
Zion is the older and higher part of Jerusa-
lem, and is often called the city of David. It
was the site of the ancient Tabernacle and
the Temple. It was regarded by God's
chosen people as the "“holy hill” or dwelling
place of God. “Zion” is more often used in
the Bible to describe God's people collec-
tively. God is the Lord of His holy hill, Lord
of His temple, and Lord of His people who
through Jesus Christ abide there (Ps. 24:3-5).

1. Zion is a sanctuary and refuge where
protection from our enemies may be found.
Zion is a hiding place from the storms of
life; it is a haven of rest (Ps. 46:1-2). In Zion
there is an altar where God, the judge, is
propitiated, and where God, the savior, ex-
tends mercy and cleansing. Blessed indeed
is the person who dwells there (Ps. 84:3-4).

2. To the child of God Zion is home —
home where the heavenly Father is Lord of
the house. Zion is that perfect home where
love in all of its intimate fulness dwells.
Zion is home — where all the members of
the family of God are with their compas-
sionate and sympathetic - dnderstanding.
Zion is home — where a bounteous table is
spread (Ps. 84:11). It is home — where there
is rest and refreshment for the weary (Ps.
84:5-6). It is a longed-for home where all the
blessed provisions of grace are found (Ps.
84:2).

3. Zion is a place of praise where a
heart’s adoration is lavishly poured out. Itis
a place where “1 love you" is audibly and
overtly expressed to the Lord of Zion, and
to every member of his royal family. It is
the place where gratitude to the Lord of
Zion is demonstrated gladly (Ps. 84.10).

If others should ask us to show them the
way to Zion (Jer. 50:5), could we (John
14:56)?

This lesson treatment Is based on the Bible Book Study
for Southem Baptist churches copyright by the Sunday

School Board of the Southem Baptist Convention. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

FIBERGLASS
BAPTISTRIES / STEEPLES
LARGE SELECTION - FACTORY DIRECT

FOR FREE CATALOGS
CALL TOUL FREE

1-800-527-8438
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Lottie Moon offering exceeds $50 million goal

Southern Baptists have cause to cele-
brate, Beth Sayers Wildes, public informa-
tion director for Woman’s Missionary
Union, says, because they have exceeded
the $50 million national goal for the Lottie
Moon Christmas offering.

NOTICE!

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
4418 So. University, Little Rock, AR
72204, phone 568-1130
we will be closed for
INVENTORY
on Friday, July 30, 1982

The 1981 offering totaled $50,784,173.38,
$784,173.38 over the goal. In 1980 the offer-
ing totaled $44,700,339.76. The 1982 offer-
ing was 13.6 percent higher than the pre-
vious year’s total.

Arkansas was one of 14 state conventions
to collect more than a million dollars. Ar-
kansas Baptists donated $1,695,188.89 to
the 1981 offering, an increase of 11.9 per-
cent over the 1980 offering of $1,514,785.07.

The national goal for the 1982 Lottie
Moon offering is $58 million.

———Position Open——
Need executive director for the Chris-
tian Civic Foundation of Arkansas. Be-
gin full-time January 1, 1983. Duties in-
clude working in the areas of alcohol
and other drug abuse, gambling, ob-
scenity. Salary negotiable. Send res-
ume to: Chairman, Personnel Commit-
tee, c/o The Christian Civic Founda-
tion, 1007 Donaghey Building, Little
Rock, AR 72201.

PA System for sale
Peavey PA-400 amplifier and 2
model 412 column speakers. Like
new. Call 268-1394, Liberty Baptist

Church, RR 7, Searcy, AR 72143.

., 1982 World’s Fair

Rent a Mountain Chalet or apartment
convenient to the Fair. Baptist discount
rates less than motel. Church groups wel-
come. Free brochure. Chamberlains,
4305 McCampbell Lane, Knoxville, TN
37918. Ph: (615) 688-5506.

BUILDING . . .)

BUILDING. . .
Church Pews & Pulpit
Furniture, Laminated
Archs, Decking

Stocking Distributor

BAPTISTRIES @)

& BAPTISTRY
HEATERS
mnu/zc/uriny G
P.O. Box 695 - Fifth and Vine

North Little Rock, Arkansas 72115
_ (501) 374-6008

Hawaiian vacation
departing Nov. 16, 1982
Price includes eight days and seven
nights, double occupancy, Little

Rock 1o Little Rock.
David M. Hankins Jr.
51 Broadmoor Drive, Little Rock
72204, phone (501) 565-4123

g
I

See the Great Passion Play
(May-Oct). Groups: Stay & Save

at Keller's Country Dorm Resort,
Rt. 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632.
" Tickets, lodging, meals & recreation
just $17 each. Phone 501/253-8418.

66.$
$799

WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER
or FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS
* STEEPLES
 WALL CROSSE
. swneonasncmss WINDOWS
| ®BAPTISTRIES
* BAPTISTRY HEATERS

Write for lree
color brochure.

missionéry notes

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Viser, mission-
aries to South Brazil, have arrived in the
States for furlough (address: c/o Clarice
Gary, 3610 Potomac, Texarkana, Texas
75503). He is a native of Memphis, Tenn
The former Susan Sims, she was born in
Camden, Ark., and grew up there and in
Hot Springs and Pine Bluff, Ark. They were
appointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1978

Kimberly Magyar, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John G. Magyar, married Brian Rober-
son on May 22 in Conway, Ark. Her parents
are in the States on furlough and may be
addressed at 14706 B. Perthshire, Houston,
Texas 77079. Both are natives of St. Louis,
Mo. She is the former Joyce Rauls. They
were appointed by the Foreign Mission
Board in 1969

—World Fair Travelers!!—
New country home 20 miles out from
Knoxville. 3 bedrooms, living room,
complete kitchen, 2"z baths, air con-
ditioned, TV, carpet — sleeps 8. Kids
under 12 free. Call (615) 457-9808 after
6 p.m.

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We believe we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556
Route 2, Box 159A

AC2I4657-6522  Box210  Henderson, Texas 75652 Gurdon, Ark. 71743
P.
vonger (% JM Specialists
an in church
headquarters - construction
Nice late models CONSTRUCTION
5 passanger to 15 p 6920 Dahlia Drive

Spoclal prices to churches

QU LITY

UTO SALES
(501) 268-4490
1500 E. Race, Searcy, Ark. 72143

Little Rock, Ark. 72209

Financing available
For information call:
H. W. Roper (501) 562-4582
Irby Watson (501) 847-8565

3 families. $200 per day.

World’s Fair Housing
Brick rancher, beautiful lot and swimming pool in nice neighborhood. 6
bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2 kitchens, washer and dryer, central air.
Easy to find location just off I-75. 15 minutes from Fair site. Ideal for 2 or

Call Rev. Bill Keebler
(615) 346-3158
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Subscriber services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine of-
fers subscription plans at three different
rates

Emn resident family plan gves
a premium rate when they send
gazine to all their resident
Resident families are calcu-
east one fourth of the
Sunday School enroliment
es who send only to members who
request a subscription do not qualify for
this lower rate of $5 40 per year for each

~\ group plan (formerly called the Club
) ws church members to get a bet-
an indi dm.’ rate u.hen 10 or more

"

—_
SR Are you
L
s B moving?
- A
o
&« =
- 7 o,
- e
S A%
—~ st new address
< = :
“ e
3

the group plan pay $6 per year

Individual subscriptions may be pur-
chased by anyone at the rate of $6.36 per
vear. These subscriptions are more costly
because they require individual attention
to address changes and renewal nonces

Changes of address by individuals
may be made by using the form in the mid-
dle of this column, which will appear reg-
ularly in this space

When Inquiring about your subscrip-
tion please include the address label. Or
call us at (501) 376-4791, ext. 156. Be
prepared to give us your code line infor-
mation
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CIA will act if evidence

proves use of missionaries

WASHINGTON (BP) — CIA admunistra-
tors declared they would take corrective
action if anyone presents “hard evidence
that CIA agents are posing as missionaries
or involving them in intelligence gathering

CIA director William Casey met June 8
with Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board President R Keith Parks and Execu-
tive Vice President William R O’Brien to
discuss the agency’s position concerning
missionary involvement. Casey strongly af-
firmed the board’s position that to involve
missionaries in intelligence activities vio-
lates the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion regarding separation of church and
state

During the 30-minute meeting with Ca-
sey and Director of External Affairs Billy
Doswell, Parks also said any CIA use of mis-
sionaries “‘jeopardizes not only the work of
missionaries but has the potential of put-
ting them in a dangerous situation and even
jeopardizes their lives as well as our being
able to stay and work in various countries

Parks said Doswell told them that if any-
one could present hard evidence that mis-
sionaries are being used as agents or that
agents are posing as missionaries the agen-
cy would take action

In a phone conversation with Baptist
Press June 9, Doswell’s deputy, Lavon
Strong, supported Doswell’s statement and
added that evidence could be presented
either to Casey or the President’s Intelli-
gence Oversight Board, an independent
group set up to watch for misbehavior in in-
telligence activities

Reagan vows to fight

for tuition tax credit

WASHINGTON (BP) President
Reagan vowed here to fight for his tuition
tax credit bill and denied that his support
for the troubled measure is politically
motivated. 4

Asked during a June 30 news conf e

by Anita Bowden

Parks said Casey was “very strong in his
affirmation that the executive order by for-
mer president immy Carter prohibiting use
of missionaries as CIA agents could be car-
ned out ™

Casey also told Parks and O’Brien that
he “personally has strong objections to any
utilization of missionaries by the CIA" He
said the use of missionaries as agents is not
wise and that the CIA “had not and would
not use missionaries * He also affirmed
that agents would not pose as missionaries
or use mission activities as ‘fOn( organiza-
tions

Parks requested the meeting, set up
through the office of US. Sen. Mark Hat-
field (R-Ore), because of board concern
over “persistent rumors of contact” (by CIA
agents) with missionaries. The board has no
knowledge of any Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries involved in CIA activity, but con-
cern over the image of all evangelical mis-
sionaries prompted Parks’ request for the
meeting

Since late 1975 when former president
Gerald Ford acknowledged that the CIA
had used missionaries in the past and may
again, the Foreign Mission Board has urged
that legislation be enacted to prohibit mis-
sionary involvement in intelligence activi-
ties

Parks said he was “grateful for Casey’s
comments” and pleased with his affirma-
tion of the board's stance. Vice President
George Bush, CIA director under Ford, has
expressed interest in the board’s position
and requested follow-up information on
the meeting’s outcome.

by Stan Hastey

plan would hurt public schools. “How?” he
demanded. “We're not taking znything
away from the public school system. What
would hurt the public school system is if all
of the independent schools closed and

if his call for tuition tax credits was issued
for political reasons, Reagan replied that in
eight years as governor of California and 17
months as president, “I don’t practice polit-
ical ploys to get votes. | do what | think is
right””
\ h he did not elab on his
game plan to pressure Congress for the
measure, he insisted anew that the pro-
posal “is simply a recognition of the unfair-
ness” of a system that taxes citizens for the
support of public schools even when they
send their children to private institutions.
Reagan assailed critics who charged the

those th ds and th ds of young-
sters were dumped on the public school
system.”

The President also denied that tuition tax
credits would benefit upper-income fami-
lies, insisting that a “overwhelming majori-
ty” of families whose children attend non-
public schools, earn less than $25,000 a
year.

At ts recent meeting in New Orleans, the
Southern Baptist Convention overwhelm-
mgly expressed opposition to the plan, call-
ing on Reagan to reconsider his support of
tuition tax credit bills now languishing in
Congress.
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