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Stand fast therefore

July 4th and the Declaration of Indepen-
dence arouse in Americans everywhere
feelings of pride and hope. Could any
American have anything but deep and gen-
uine appreciation for the founders of our
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Ouachita Baptist University students partici-
pating in an internship program sponsored
by Arkansas Baptists get hands-on experi-
ence in chaplaincy ministry, while boys and
girls at the state’s two juvenile correctional
institutions get exposed to the gospel.

13

R. C. (Cene) Puckett, executive director of
Americans United for Separation of Church
and State, has emerged as the new editor of
the “Biblical Recorder”, state journal for
North Carolina Baptists. The search for a re-
placement for current editor J. Marse Grant
was not without controversy. The new edi-
tor affirms, in a report compiled from Bap-
tist Press and other news sources, that the
state paper belongs not to Baptist execu-
nves but to the people of the state conven-
tion. '

by William H. Elder, 11I

great nation? The reason there’s such an
overwhelming and unanimous affirmation
for Independence Day is that it possesses a
meaning that touches a level of human ex-
perience even deeper than that of our heri-
tage and our national roots. It touches the
level of our most basic human values
These values are the lenses through which
we see and understand life. The core value
we most easily associate with our own
American Revolution is freedom

Our eighteenth century forebears strug-
gled mightily for. freedom — freedom from
the tyranny of taxation without representa-
tion and freedom to determine their own
destiny. These were worthy goals. How
could anyone oppose such obviously good
causes? Yet, there were some of the early
colonists, Loyalists and Tories, who did not
support the American Revolution, who
thought it would be easier and better for all
concerned if things remained the way they
were.

This kind of thinking points out another
dimension of the meaning of freedom.
Freedom not only means release from op-
pression and opportunity for self-determin-
ation. Freedom also means change, uncer-
tainty, and genuine risk. Freedom has both
positive and negative sides. It's not a fore-
gone conclusion at all that, when people
are given the choice of freedom on the one
hand or familiar chains on the other, free-
dom will win the day. That's why the
courage of the eighteenth century Ameri-
can patriots must be seen as being far more
than simply risking their lives on the battle-
field. They also took the risk of a decidedly
uncertain future. In its deepest sense, the
American Revolution was a magnificent af-
firmation of freedom itself. It was an event
based on the belief that freedom is more
valuable than any present comfort, no mat-
ter how pleasant or satisfying that present
comfort might be at the moment. The sta-
tus quo is nearly always easier to maintain,
but freedom is far better and is well worth
the risks. This great value of freedom, in
spite of inevitable risks, in the American
heritage needs to continue if America is to
mature and fulfill her destiny.

Christian citizens are especially suited
for the pursuit of freedom. In the Exodus
event, the Israelites learned from God's de-
liverance of them out of Egyptian bondage
that the Lord is a God of freedom. Through-
out the Bible, that insight into God's nature
is confirmed again and again. It is worthy
of special notice that Jesus chose a free-
dom passage as the text with which to
launch his public ministry, “He has sent me
to proclaim release to the captives, ... to set
at liberty those who are oppressed” (Luke
4:18; Isaiah 61:1-2). Christians must consis-
tently champion freedom.

What does a Christian’ freedom cham-

pion do? God has arranged things in such a
way that personal freedom can be known
only when we commit ourselves to be obe-
dient to the will of God. That’s why Paul
could speak about his being both free and a
slave of Christ. The Bible shows that
freedom in society is established where
God's people work to apply moral values
and principles of righteousness in the
world. Obedience to God means living
righteous and ethically sensitive personal
lives and working for a just and morally re-
sponsible society. These are the central
concerns of Christian citizenship. The good
news is that it’s through this kind of Chris-

_tian citizenship that the gift of Cod’s free-

dom can be transformed from a lofty ideal
to a working reality.

Christian citizens especially join in the
positive “freedom” feelings of all Ameri-
cans on July 4th; and we seize this
marvelous opportunity to commit our-
selves to strengthening the values and con-
tinuing the ideals of the American Revolu-
tion. In freedom’s holy light we seek to
stand fast in support of the public righ-
teousness without which no nation can
long endure.

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand
fast therefore...” (Gal. 5:1).

Elder, an Arkansan, is former Director
of Christian Citizenship Development
for the Christian Life Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention and is now
pastor of St. Charles Avenue Church in
New Orleans.

New writer for ‘lessons
for living’

Raymond H.
Reed, director of
missions for Bar-
tholomew Associ-
ation, begins this
week as a lesson
writer for the
ABN's “lessons for
living”” Sunday
School commen-
tary page. Reed
will write the next
four lessons in the
Bible Book lesson series.

Reed has served Bartholomew Associ-
ation 10 years. Prior to that he held pas-
torates in Texas, Spokane, Wash. and in
Arkansas at West Fork and Springdale.
He worked nine years as a professional
in social welfare.

He is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist
University and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He and his wife,
the former Norene Allen, are the parents
ef three children, all grown. )
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Cooperative Program:
it makes us Southern Baptists

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed "

The Cooperative Program has unified Southern Baptists, cut
out the necessity for most special offerings and provided the
mechanism for growth that no other evangelical denomination
has experienced. Baptist groups which have used alternative
methods of financing mlsslons educatlon and benevolent proj-
ects simply have not enjoyed the y and gelistic suc-
cess of Southern Baptists.

To be a Baptist church, the members must subscribe to a
certain body of doctrines. There are not a large number of these
distinctive doctrines but the few we do have are of great impor-
tance. Among these are the absolute authority of the Bible, salva-
tion by grace through faith only, believer’s baptism by immer-
sion, the individual priesthood of the believer and the autonomy
of the local church. To be a Southern Baptist, a congregation
must, also, voluntarily engage in our distinctive method of sup-
porting world-wide missions and evangelism.

In order to understand the advantages of the Southern Bap-
tist program it is necessary to review the two major methods of
mission support in early America and the Cooperative Program
that was established by Southern Baptists in 1925. From 1639 to
1707 there was no organized support of missions. Many in that
era felt that any cooperative effort would detract from the full
and final autonomy of the local church.

Eventually, the need for greater cooperation began to be ev-
ident. In 1767, for example, the Philadelphia Association wrote to
the newly-formed Warren Association stating that the “union of
churches into one associational body may easily be conceived
capable of answering those still greater purposes which any par-
ticular church could not be équal to.”

Two methods of carrying out missions and benevolent work
developed. The first, the associational plan, was begun by the
Philadelphia Association in 1755. In 1766 a permanent missionary
fund was established. The fund was developed through quarterly
collections by the churches. The interest from the money collect-
ed was used to support “ministers traveling on the errand of the
churches.”

The height of the associational method of mission work was
the plan adopted in 1802 by the Shaftsbury Association of Ver-
mont. The structure they used was similar to the method adopted
by the Southern Baptist Convention. A committee of the associa-
tion was appointed to handle mission contributions, examine can-
didates, recommend the time and place of appointment and pay

the salaries of missionaries.

Another method adopted by Baptists was the society type of
structure. This method became prevalent because of its simplici-
ty and because of the urgings of the famous missionary William
Carey. The method was simple because a group of individuals
could meet in a home without denominational authorization,
take a small offering, and use the funds as they saw best

By 1802 there were two methods of missions, each repre-
senting a different philosophy. The society method was used by
Baptists in the North until 1907 and a similar approach is used
among “Missi y Baptists” and * dent Baptists” today.
The associational method became the permanent plan of support
by the Southern Baptist Convention which was born in 1845.

There are four major differences between the two methods:
(1) The associational method was geographically based, while the
society method was financially based; (2) The associational meth-
od usually involved a denominational structure supporting many
benevolences, while the society method supported only one
benevolence at a time; (3) Under the associational plan only
church members were allowed to participate, while church mem-
bership was not necessary to the society plan; and (4) The associ-
ational plan was denominationally centered while the society
plan was denominationally centered while the society plan was
benevolently centered.

From 1845 to 1925 the Convention was plagued by financial
offerings and indebtedness. An offering taken during a drought or
flood received little support, as did causes with little emotional
appeal.

The Cooperative Program, adopted in 1925 by the SBC, was
born out of financial crisis and a desire for a more biblical plan of
giving. An appeal was made to Southern Baptists to adopt a bibli-
cal approach of stewardship and tithing, with systematic giving
week by week, rather than the financial campaigns.

Few leaders could have predicted the unity, cohesion and
growth which Southern Baptists have enjoyed as a result of the
Cooperative Program. The impact produced by the Cooperative
Program is due to the realization that we should support mis-
sions, evangelism and several benevolences, and that the best
way to do this is through a systematic budget approach centered
around our denomination. Giving through the Cooperative Pro-
gram makes us Southern Baptist, and it makes us strong

Akannon, Bajitist
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One layman’s opinion

Daniel R. Grant/President, OBU

A growing American and world dilemma

Almost 40 years ago the Swedish social
scientist, Gunnar Myrdal, wrote a book en-
titled An American Dilemma, highlighting
the inconsistency of our democratic ideal
of equality and the deep-seated practice of
racial segregation. Fortunately we have
struggled with that particular problem and
the worst of it is behind us. With an unusual
mixture of Christian conscience and public
policy we haved moved ideal and practice
much closer together. Few if any in their
right minds would suggest turning the clock
back to racially segregated water foun-
tains, eating places, rest rooms, and class-
rooms

Unfortunately another American dilem-
ma, actually a world dilemma, is growing
by leaps and bounds. It is our nation’s
number one drug problem, beverage alco-
hol. Last year it was France, surprisingly,
that announced a 10 year war on alcohol-
ism and issued a report that received very

little publicity in the United States, even
though we seem to be in a mad rush
towards the same problem as France. The
French government report gave staggering
statistics that half of France’s homicides, a
quarter of its suicides, a third of its
automobile and motorcycle accidents, and
most of its cancers of the mouth and
digestive track, are directly attributable to
alcohol abuse. Almost a third of the
hospital beds are occupied by people suf-
fering from alcohol-induced ailments, and
the figure is 40 percent in the psychiatric
hospitals

With a problem so tragic, why isn't it at-
tacked with the same fervor as in the civil
rights movement? Therein lies the dilemma,
both in France and in the United States, not
to mention most of the rest of the world.
For a hundred years the powerful wine and
spirits lobby in France has successfully
fought tough anti-alcoholism laws. “Wine

Ina Miller

Woman’s viewpoint

inteer’s vi

Having had the opportunity to go on a
volunteer mission trip, | saw missions come
alive. We visited the Baptist Seminary in
Ruschlikon, Switzerland. Nancy Pipkin, an
MK, gave us a fine tour of the seminary. In
Nairobi, Kenya, we listened to a lively
discussion of missions today and tomorrow
while we were in the James Hampton
home.

Most of our time was spent in Malawi
where we led the witness training. The
hospitality of our missionaries was gener-
ous; we will always remember the family
spirit, the sharing of homes, meals and fel-
lowship. We saw Malawi through the eyes
of three families who hosted us: the Ron
Miller’s, a first-team couple; the Bill
Wester’s, a veteran team; and the Darrell
Carner’s, our own Arkansas couple.

The kind spirit of the Malawians was
evidenced by their welcoming us in their
homes and church services. They were anx-
ious for the evangelistic crusade to make
an impact in their villages and towns. They
wanted their families and friends to know
Jesus as Savior just as we do here in Arkan-
sas.

On our way home, we stopped in Cape-
town, South Africa. The Harrison Pike’s and
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w of missions

Clarence Allison met us at the airport and
later introduced us to students at the Bap-
tist Seminary. The Charles Hampton’s
showed us a new church where they worked
as church planters

In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, we visited the
International Baptist Church that is
pastored by Bill Moseley. We attended a
night service in a mission directed by
Frances and Claud Bumpus.

The people | have mentioned are just a
few of the missionaries that we met. Their
daily witness to all they meet has encour-
aged me to pray more specifically.

And while | am thankful that they repre-
sent us in many areas of the world, | realize
that each one of us is accountable to our
Lord Jesus as a witness of him day by day

Ina Miller is a wife and mother of two.
She is a member at Mountain Home First
Church where she team-teaches with her
husband, Russell, in a singles-career Sunday
School class, sings in the choir, plays in a
handbell choir and serves as Baptist Wom-
en Day president. She went to Malawi,
Africa, in 1981 as a volunteer mission work-
er in the second phase of the Malawi-Ar-
kansas cooperation.

is good for you,” they say, and, “The state
must fight against the abuse of alcohol but
encourage its use.” Powerful public rela-
tions forces in the United States purchase
the most beautiful television commercials
available to produce increased alcohol
consumption. Our tradition of free enter-
prise, and our distorted slogan of “you
can't legislate morals,” have inhibited ef-
fective public policy against alcoholic
beverages.

The 35-point program recommended by
the French report included sharp increases
in wine and liquor taxes, a major campaign
to educate the public on the dangers of ex-
cessive drinking, the promotion of
nonalcoholic drinks, rewriting textbooks to
include up-to-date information about
alcoholism, office and factory programs to
help alcoholics and warn potential
alcoholics, and tougher enforcement of
laws against drunken driving.

But the American dilemma remains.
How can we solve our nation’s number one
drug problem when such powerful and
wealthy forces in our land are working to
increase consumption of the problem drug,
rather than to decrease it?

Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita
Baptist University at Arkadelphia.

Letter to the editor

Women were filled

So many people worked and planned
and prayed to bring about the Arkansas
Baptist Conference for Women, and we
want to say thank you to everyone who or-
ganized and coordinated the recent confer-
ence in Pine Bluff. It was a tremendous un-
dertaking done well. The speakers, singers,
and workshops were excellent. One mem-
ber in our group had four specific needs
and found answers to all four. All of us
were enriched spiritually by the women
who shared God’s word and personal exper-
iences of God’s working in their lives.

We went away realizing that our regal re-
sponsibility as a part of the “righteous rem-
nant” is to become ““mighty motivators not
malicious manipulators”. We came hungry
and went away full, but with greater ap-
petites than ever before to learn more
about Jesus.

The conference couldn’t have been bet-
ter and when the next conference is planned,
we want to be there. — Sue Lassiter, Hot
Springs

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Arkansans on the move

Former Arkansas pastor
joins Midwestern staff

Ray H. Kesner, for-
mer pastor of two Ar-
kansas churches and
currently pastor of
Tower View Church
in Kansas City, Mo,
has been named di-
rector of denomina-
tional services and
alumni affairs at Mid-
western Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, ef-
fective July 12. Kesner

Kesner, 45, accepted the newly created
position at the Kansas City seminary after
six years in the Tower View pastorate. Earli-
er, he was pastor of two Arkansas churches:
Faith Chapel in Arkadelphia and Glendale
Church in Booneville. He was also pastor of
two other Missouri churches.

Kesner has served this past year as direc-
tor of Midwestern’s supervision program
for the doctor of ministry degree.

Kesner is an alumnus of Midwestern
Seminary with two degrees, the M.Div. in
1967 and the D.Min. in 1980. The native of
Greenwood, Ark., is also a graduate of Oua-
chita Baptist University, Arkadelphia, Ark.

Turner named vice president

ARKADELPHIA —
Thomas |. Turner has
been named vice &8
president for aca-
demic affairs and
dean of the School of
Arts and Sciences at
Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity, effective
Aug. 1. He will re-
place Carl Goodson,
who is retiring.

Turner is currently

Turner
professor of physics, provost and chief aca-
demic officer at Stetson University in De-
Land, Fla.

Before going to Stetson in 1978, Turner
had taught at Clemson University, the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire and was chair-
man and professor of physics at Wake For-
est University from 1956 to 1978.

He has served as secretary-treasurer of
the Conference of Academic Deans of the
Southern States in 1979, as vice president in
1980 and as president in 1981.

Turner is the author or co-author of more
than 25 articles in professional physics jour-
nals and of “Good Science and Good The-
ology” in “Education of Christian
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Missions,” published in 1981. He has also
read invited papers on solid state physics in
several international conferences in the
United States, Jdpan, Germany, England
and France.

He received the bachelor of science de-
gree from the University of North Carolina
in 1974, the master of science degree from
Clemson in 1949, and the doctor of philoso-
phy degree from the University of Virginia
in 1951.

Heflin named
to New Orleans faculty

NEW ORLEANS —
New Orleans Baptist
Theological Semi-
nary has announced
the addition of James
L. Heflin to the facul-
ty effective June 1.

Heflin, a native of
Monticello, Ark.,
came to the Seminary
after four and one
half years in the pas-
torate of the First Heflin
Church in Greenville, Mississippi.

He will work in the Division of Pastoral
Ministries as associate professor of preach-
ing. His 20 years as a pastor of Southern
Baptist churches in Arkansas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Texas made him a top can-
didate for the faculty post.

Heflin graduated cum laude from the
University of Arkansas at Monticello. He re-
ceived the Master of Divinity and Doctor of
Theology degrees from Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas.

Heflin and his wife Wilma have a13 year

old son, James David

McAtee steps down
from Student post

D. C. McAtee, BSU
coordinator for com-
munity colleges with
the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention Stu-
dent Department, re-
tired from the posi-
tion May 31 after
two-and-one-half
years’ full time
employment with the
Student Department.

During his 40 years

McAtee

in the pastorate, McAtee has been active in
BSU work, serving as BSU director for East
Arkansas Community College and before
that Mississippi County Community Col-
lege, while holding pastorates.

He has worked as public relations chair-
man for the Student Department's Third
Century Campaign and has been a member
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention
executive board

McAtee is a native Arkansan, a graduate
of Ouachita Baptist University. He received
the bachelor of divinity degree from South-
western Seminary in 1946. He and his wife,
the former Clyta Verne Agee of Texarkana,
reside in Forrest City. McAtee currently
serves as interim pastor at First Church in
Marvell.

McAtee plans to continue part-time work
with the BSU at East Arkansas Community
College, as well as revivals and supply
work.

If you wish to:

*Provide income for life or the life of survivors
sRealize savings on income taxes, capital-gains tax, estate taxes
*Make a charitable gift to the ministry to needy children

There are several deferred gift options

available to you.

For further information contact:
Arkansas Baptist Family
L_ and Child Care Services
P.O. Box 552
Little Rock, AR 72203
Phone: (501) 376-4791
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Chaplaincy intern Tom Rice, a psychology major
in his junior year at Ouachita Baptist University,
jots down a scripture reference for a youngster
at the Pine Bluff Youth Services Center. Rice is
one of three students learning hands-on from a
program sponsored by the Arkansas Baptist State

Missions Department.

Text and photos
by Bob Allen

Education more than theory for Ouachita students

What kind of person winds up at Arkan-
sas’ two state correctional facilities for
juveniles? The poor, kids from broken
homes, those with a history of criminal be-
havior, ministerial‘students

Ministerial students? Well, yes

Two of the regular faces at the juvenile
correctional facility at the Department of
Corrections Pine Bluff Complex and one at
the Alexander Youth Services Center seem
out of place in at least three ways: (1) They
are older than the 9-17 year-old inmate pop-
ulation — two.are college juniors and one
is a senior; (2) They are at the institution
only two days a week; and (3) They want to
bé there

The three Quachita Baptist University

Intern chaplain Ron Butler, one of two
Quachita students serving at the Youth
Services Center at Pine Bluff, preaches
during a Sunday morning chapel service.
A resident of Atkins, Butler hopes to ap-
ply what he has learned in the course to
pioneer mission work in the Northwest
uUs.
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students participate in a program set up be-
tween Ouachita and the state institutions
by the Arkansas Baptist Missions Depart-
ment designed to give students interested
in chaplaincy ministry a chance at some
hands-on learning experience.

The Missions Department provides travel
expenses and salary for three interns, which
commute to Alexander and Pine Bluff to
minister on weekends and return to campus
for the remainder of a normal class load
during the week

Leroy Sisk, director of chaplaincy for the
Missions Department, said the intern pro-
gram is winding up its third semester at
Pine Bluff and its first at Alexander. So far,
he said, everybody is happy.

The interns’ experience is two-dimension-
al: there is the educational end — which
carries a demanding load of outside read-
ing, conferences with supervisors and re-
ports — and there is the ministry, which
can be even more demanding.

Kerry Alley, a junior from Marked Tree
serving under Chaplain Doyle Lumpkin at
Alexander, said the ministry is a tough one,
with measurable results few and far be-
tween. “It's got a lot of positive things
about it, but this is just such a difficult
group to minister to.”

“They’ve got their own language,” Alley
said. “They don’t understand terms like
‘Christian’. They say ‘l go to church.” You
have to talk their language.”

Alley leads Bible studies, coordinates
special music, puts on skits and ministers
“4one-toone with the mixed population at

< Alexander. An average of 125 inmates are
present at the school at any one time, most
for a term of five to six months. All female
juveniles age 9-17 sentenced through Ar-
kansas ‘courts serve terms at Alexander.
Boys age 9-13 are also housed at Alexander
as are all 1418 year-old youths confined in
the intensive training (maximum security)
unit.

All the 750-900 juveniles processed an-

nually by the state pass through Alexander
for evaluation, but the older boys are trans-
ferred to Pine Bluff for most of their stay.

Chapel is optional for youth, but it is well
attended. Benny McCracken, chaplain at
Pine Bluff, said attendance at chapel ser-
vices averages 60 to 65 percent of the maxi-
mum of 193 inmates living in seven cot-
tages. Lumpkin said attendance for some
special programs at Alexander is 100 per-
cent.

Sisk said the intern program is one of the
most inexpensive ways to minister to the
youth. Arkansas Baptists sponsor chaplain-
cy ministries at four state correctional insti-
tutions — the two youth facilities and Cum-
mins and Tucker prisons. Southern Baptists
were the first to provide chaplains for the
adult prisons, Sisk said, and the juvenile
centers would still be without chaplains
without the work done by the state Mis-
sions Department.

McCracken is pleased with the intern
program. “It’s just triple what | can do here
myself. Often they (kids at Pine Bluff) will
talk to them (the interns) when they wouldn’t
come to me.”

The interns classify the program as one
of the best educational experiences of their
college careers. Tom Rice, a junior psychol-
ogy major planning to go into a counseling
or chaplaincy ministry after attending semi-
nary, described the class as his best at Oua-
chita. “You gain a more practical view-
point,” he said, opposed to the sometimes
“sheltered”, more theoretical view of min-
istry you get in a classroom setting.

“It's been excellent,” Rice said. “I really
wish it was greatly multiplied — not just
two, three, four, five or seven guys — but
where everybody out of the ministerial
group (at Ouachita) could have something
like this.””

Sisk said he hopes to continue the intern
program, and would like to set up a similar
full-time program with a Southern Baptist
seminary for a year-long program. “We
think it's very worthwhile,” Sisk said.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Kerry Alley (left photo), a junior from Marked Tree, leads

girls at the Al
work is part of his ministry with the Alexander popula-
tion. Rice (above) works with the choir during a chapel
service at Pine Bluff.

center in a singalong. Small group

missionary notes

Mr. and Mrs. Carl R. Hall, missionaries to
Kenya, have returned to the field (address:
P.O. Box 48, Namanga, Kenya). They are
natives of Arkansas. He was born in Heber
Springs and also lived near Monette and
Manila and in Paragould while growing up.
She is the former Gerry Wright of McCrory.
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis-
sion Board in 1970.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Howard, missionary
journeymen to Liberia, have returned to the
States (address: 202 Long Valley, Rt 2,
Brentwood, Tenn. 37027). A native of Flori-
da, he was born in Winter Haven and con-
siders Haines City his hometown. The for-
mer Cynthia Bennett, she was born in Tex-
arkana, Ark., and considers Jacksonville,

Fla, her hometown. They were employed
by the Foreign Mission Board for a two-year
term of service in 1980,

Mr. and Mrs. Thurman Braughton, mis-
sionaries to the Philippines, will be on ex-
tended furlough an additional six months
(address: 609 Bower, Hot Springs, Ark
71901). The Braughtons serve as church
planters on the southern island of Mende-
now. They previously served seven years in
Malaysia. They are extending furlough to
allow their children to complete their edu-
cation. They will return to the mission field
Dec. 28

Mr. and Mrs. Horace W. Fite Jr., mis-
sionaries to Brazil, have arrived in the
States for furlough (address: Box 217, Cros-

Acteens (& G.A.) Camp

Camp Paron

June 17, 1982

July 5-9
Missionaries:

Mildred Cagle — Kenya
Valadean Gardner — Tulsa

Bible study/Acteens how to/.?wimming
vespers at Lake Winona/sports/fun time
campfire it

For more information write:
WMU
Box 552
Little Rock, AR 72203

byton, Texas 79322). He was born in Mena,
Ark., and also lived in Texas. She is the
former Salle Taylor of Lehman, Texas. They
were appointed by the Foreign Mission
Board in 1950.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald ). Spiegel, mission-
aries to Brazil, have arrived in the States for
furlough (address: 227 East “C”, North Lit-
tle Rock, Ark. 72116). He is a native of St
Louis, Mo,; she is the former Betty Wooten
of West Manchester, Ohio. They were ap-
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1958

Mr. and Mrs. Roy D. Hawkins, mission-
aries to Venezuela, have completed fur-
lough and returned to the field (address:
Apartado 358, Valencia, Venezuela) He
was born in Parks, Ark., and lived in several
towns in Arkansas and Oklahoma. The for-
mer Judy Palmer of Oklahoma, she was
born in Tulsa and also lived in Sand Springs
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis-
sion Board in 1973.

Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie G. Winstead,
missionaries to Taiwan, have arrived in the
States for furlough (address: 1720 Willow,
Independence, Mo. 64052). Born in Leach-
ville, Ark.,, he moved with his family to
Essex, Mo., during boyhood. The former Ina
Jones of Missouri, she was born in Hayti
and later lived in East Prairie and Essex.
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis-
sion Board in 1971.

DID YOU KNOW that the faculty at
Boyce Bible School for the 1982-83 year
consists of 10 people with the earned doc-
tors” degree and five with the masters or
equivalent?
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Arkansas all over

people

by Millie Gill’ABN staff writer

James Finch

has joined the staff of the Rector Church as

minister of youth and music. He has been

serving a church in the Kennett, Mo, area

Edgar W. Bryan 1l

has accepted the call to serve as pastor of

the Matthews Memorial Church in Pine
luff. He will begin his ministry there July

4, coming to Pine Bluff from the Mer Rouge

Church in Mer Rouge, La. He and his wife,

Barbara. have two children, Tabatha and

Eddie

Harold R. Green

of Bryant has earned the doctor of ministry

degree from Luther Rice Seminary. He has

served as pastor of the Reydell Church for

23 years and also serves as assistant prin-

cipal of the Bryant High School

Clif Springer

has resigned as minister of youth at the

Geyer Springs First Church in Little Rock to

begin serving as associate pastor of the Ex-

change Avenue Church in Oklahoma City,

Okla

James Peck

is serving as pastor of the Antioch Church

at Colt He was serving at the Palestine First

Church

briefly

Mount Hebron Church

at Searcy recently ordained Dewey Town-
send as a deacon. Pastor Marvin Ogle
served as moderator. Others assisting were
Cecil M. Fuller, W. E. Kitts, Bert Edwards
and ). D. Townsend, father of the candi-
date

Hot Springs First Church

ordained Bob Sowell, minister of educa-
tion, and Martin Thielen, pastor of the
Augusta First Church, to the gospel Ministry
May 31

Arkansan graduates
from Golden Gate

Vernon David Garrison of Camden was
one of 74 students to receive degrees from
Colden Gate Seminary at the school’s 34th
annual spring commencement June 4 at
Mill Valley, Calif

Carrison, son of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon C
Carrison, was awarded the master of divin-
ity degree by seminary president William
M. Pinson |r. The commencement speaker
was Jimmy R. Allen, president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention Radio and Tele-
vision Commission

Carrison is a graduate of Ouachita Bap-
tist University
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Mike Henderson
is serving as associate pastor of the Marion
Church, coming there from the Antioch
Church at Royal

Edward Harrison Jr.

received the diploma in theology degree
from Mid-America Baptist Theological
Seminary in Memphis, Tenn. in May. A na-
tive of Alabama, Harrison presently serves
Dollarway Church in Pine Bluff as pastor

Ira Monroe Upton

of Mulberry has received the diploma in
theology degree from Mid-America Baptist
Theological Seminary. He is a native of
Prairie Grove and currently pastor of Vine
Prairie Church in Mulberry

David Michael Fowler

received the master of divinity degree from
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary
during the May commencement in Mem-
phis, Tenn. A native of California, the
Elaine resident is a graduate of Ouachita
Baptist University and pastor of Immanuel
Church in Wabash

Johnny J. Jackson Jr.

received the master of divinity degree from
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary
He is a native of Camden and a graduate of
Quachita Baptist University, currently em-
ployed in a secular occupation in Memphis,
Tenn

Robert William Massey
received the master of divinity degree from

ProtolJoe Station

Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary.
He is a resident of Wynne, where he serves
Fitzgerald Church as pastor.

Michael Loren Trammell

received the master of divinity degree from
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary
at its May commencement. A native of Hot
Springs, he is a graduate of Ouachita Bap-
tist University currently serving a church in
Houston, Texas.

John Wright Mahony

has received the doctor of theology degree
from Mid-America Baptist Theological
Seminary. He is a native of El Dorado and a
graduate of Ouachita Baptist University
currently serving a church in Dallas, Texas
Joel Charles Slayton

has received the doctor of theology degree
from Mid-America Baptist Theological
Seminary. He was born in Gurdon, grad-
uated from Ouachita Baptist University
and serves as interim pastor at Grace Tem-
ple Church in Fort Smith. He is a Conway
resident

focus on youth

Fayetteville First Church

Cirls in Action held a Recognition Service
May 19, using the theme “My Promise to
God” Roxanne Barker, Arlene Faulkner
and Barbara Moore presented badges to
the 14 GA’s completing Mission Adven-
tures.

Magnolia Central celebrates 75th

Central Church in Magnolia, organized May 26, 1907, in an opera house, recent-
ly celebrated its 75th anniversary. The church has grown to a congregation of 2,103
under the leadership of 11 pastors. The anniversary was observed with special activi-
ties May 23 and May 26. Pastor Jon Stubblefield (far right) looks on as Pastor Emeritus
Loyd L. Hunnicutt (left) serves the anniversary cake at a Wednesday evening celebra-
tion that included an old-fashioned dinner on the grounds, games and testimonies. Dr.
Hunnicutt, pastor at Central Church for 38 years, preached the celebration sermon on

Sunday morning May 23.
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buildings

Osceola East Side burns note

A noteburning service June 6 marked the end of a $150,000 indebtedness for the
Osceola East Side Church. Pastor |. Wayne Moore praised the congregation for giving
sacrificially to make possible the payment of the debt in seven years. Director of Mis-
sions for Mississippi County Henry West was speaker. Homecoming and high atten-
dance day were almost a part of this special occasion. Participating in the noteburn-
ing were front row (left to right) Steven Berry, Earl Duke, Vernon Butler, Pastor Moore,
J. C. Nanney, a former pastor, and Jimmy Brown and back row (left to right) Walter
Carner, Dom West, John Padgitt, Jim Brown, Marvin Wilson and Bill Blaylock.

Conferences examine ‘theology of helping’

While Darrel Watkins (right) and Charles McCullin (left) were in Arkansas to conduct
three area conferences in “The theology of Helping” they stopped in Little Rock to
brief Christian social ministries workers for Arkansas. Watkins, associate professor of
Social Work at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and McCullin, of the
Home Mission Board, led training sessions May 17-20 in Springdale, Little Rock and
Forrest City. Arkansas CSM workers are (seated, from left) Bob Cross, director of the
Hope Migrant Mission Center; Dean Preuett, Christian social ministries consultant for
Central Arkansas; Ariel Hernandez, director of Bartholomew Migrant Mission Center
at Hermitage; and Pete Petty, state director of Christian social ministries. Watkins ad-
dressed the “theology of helping”, showing that the Bible teaches that Christians
should be involved in helping others, and prescribing objectives to fulfill the obliga-
tion.

June 17, 1982

Crucial Questions

for Christians
-by Glen D: McGriff

“1 am a Christian but | struggle with peri-
ods of depression. Should a Christian have
such problems?”

Christians are not
exempt from the
problems common to
all humanity. Depres-
sion can be signifi-
cantly intensified by
a fallacy in thinking
that one should al-
ways be in a state of
exhilaration. The
Christian has no obli-
gation to be cheerful,
only to be real. It is McCriff
perhaps in one’s freedom to be real that the
vitality of faith becomes obvious

Depression, like other physical and emo-
tional dysfunctions, has precipitating
causes. It is often difficult to determine
such causes. Inadequate learning and fal-
lacies in thinking structured in early child-
hood development is a common cause
These can be structured by circumstantial
experience or cultural conditioning.

Factors such as an inappropriate self
concept, guilt, rejection, anger, resentment
and frustrated love may contribute to de-
pression.

Emotions generate psychic energy. If the
energy is not given an expression it exerts
powerful impressions. Those impressions,
or internalized psychic energy, are com-
mon contributors to depression. The energy
created by emotional agitation will result in
both explosions and implosions. The chal-
lenge to individuals is to choose an appro-
priate and responsible expression of all
emotions. This will often demapd coura-
geous examination of false premises and
faithful commitment to a program of re-
learning.

McGriff is director of Ministry of Crisis
Support, Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion.

Inquiries, comments or questions to be
used anonymously in this column should be
sent to Questions, Ministry of Crisis Sup-
port, Medical Towers Building, Suite 660,
9601 Lile Drive, Little Rock, AR 72205.

Witness as you go

TAEJON, Korea — Sixty-one young peo-
ple from Dae Hung Church in Taejon took
advantage of their winter school recess to
witness for Christ. Paying their own fares,
the teen-agers took a one-day round trip by
train to Taegu, 125 miles southeast of Tae-
jon. During the journey and at the train sta-
tion in Taegu, the group shared the gospel
with 263 passengers; 168 prayed to receive
Christ.
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Your state convention at work

Family and Child Care %
Family important in changing times

Qur world is being altered in unprecedented ways: with na-
tions coming and going, governments literally changing overnight;
with economic uncertainty and talk of nuclear war. And in all of
this conflict the family alone provides the basic place to stand.
More to the point of my belief, the family built on a moral and spir-
itual foundation provides that longed for place to stand in a trou-
bled world

We must gain a new appreciation of the family as God's first
institution — as his plan for man’s living. The entire history of the
human race teaches us that the family unit is the best way for men
and women to live; the best way to raise children and provide the
solid foundation upon which to build a strong nation.

So many of the children whom we serve have not experienced

Stewardship
Flake’s financial laws

Arthur Flake, well known for his laws of Sunday School
growth, also had something to say about church finances. He
called his six laws “The New Testament Plan of Church Finance.”

First, a weekly pledge should be secured from every member
of the church and congregation

Second, a weekly pledge should be secured to the church
budget annually

Third, a weekly pledge should be secured from all the
members joining the church

Fourth, every member who makes a pledge to the unified bud-

Church Administration
Church secretary seminar scheduled Aug.

Church secretaries.in Arkansas will have
an unusual opportunity for training during
the Church secretary’s certification seminar
to be conducted Aug. 2-6. The seminar will
be held at Park Hill Church in North Little
Rock and will be led by Lucy Hoskins, con-
sultant in the Church Administration Depart-
ment at the Sunday School Board

Topics in the seminar include “My Role
in My Church’s Ministry,” ““A Look at Why |
Act as | Do,” “Records to Keep and How to
Keep Them,” “How to Get on Top of My
Job,” and “Practical Principles of Church Fi-

Holley

Special Missions Ministries
Arkansas Campers on Mission rally

Arkansas Campers on Mission organization met on the cam-
pus of Southern Baptist College May 20-22. There were 39 regis-
tered for the meeting. Dr. H. E. Williams, yice president, arranged
for the .group to visit two historical sites on Friday — the Old
Davidsonville State Park, 10 miles southwest of Pocahontas, the
site of the first post office and first court house in Arkansas, and
the Old Salem Church near Maynard, which is the mother for all
Arkansas Baptist churches. W. O. Taylor share some of the history.
The meeting was under the direction of Amos Greer, president of
the group. Dr. Earl Humble, Southern Baptist College, led two Bi-
ble studies. Glen Ennes, Arkansas Baptist Music Department, di-
rected the music. Pete Petty, Missions Department, works with the
Arkansas Campers on Mission. The fall rally is scheduled for Aug.
26-28. — Pete Petty, director =
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the strong foundation of a family. Many have not felt the deep
roots of personal affection and love which only caring parents can
provide for their children. So many feel that no one cares about
them. Others are angry and rebellious because they have been
deserted, abused and treated without respect

As a convention, we have something to say to these unmet
needs. Arkansas Baptists have been concerned about the hurts of
children for a long, long time. This spirit of caring will lead us into
the world where we become involved in ministry to those who
need the tender touch of Jesus Christ. In that spirit, the staff of
Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care Services is reaching out
boldly to others. — Johnny G. Biggs, executive director

get should bring his offering to the Lord’s house on every Lord's
day.

Fifth, all extra-budget offerings should be planned and
inaugurated in such a way as to give each member an opportunity
to participate

Sixth, a constant program of education and training in the
New Testament plan of giving should be maintained throughout
the year in which all members should be enlisted.

As in Sunday School, Flake’s laws will work in church budget
planning and promotion. — James A. Walker, director

2-6

nance.” There will also be laboratory sessions for practical experi-
ence. :

The seminar is designed for any church, associational, or de-
nominational secretary who wants to improve her secretarial and
communications skills. Participation in the 32-hour seminar quali-
fies a secretary to receive a certificate for completing the basic
certification level of training. An advanced seminar will be offered
at a later date. :

The seminar will begin at 8:30 a.m. Monday and will end at
10:00 a.m. Friday. There are no evening sessions and Wednesday
afternoon is free. For ‘additional information about registration,
please write me at P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203. —
Robert Holley, director

Amos Greer, president, (in photo) talks with Benita Hardester,
secretary, during the conference.
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Your state convention at work

e

Church Music
Associational Music Schools

Associational Music schools led by the Church Music Department
provides the opportunity for members from several churches to
gather together for the study of music fundamentals and to have a
choral experience. A leadership training session is also provided for
the directors to assist them in worship planning directing and work-
ing with their accompanist. Pictured above is the annual Benton
County Associational Music School held this year at First Church,
Centerton, with Ervin Keathly leading. Bedford Jackson is director of
missions and Steve Tucker is the associational music director. —
Glen E. Ennes, associate

Evangelism

The Continued Witness Tralnmg model presentation

The model presentation is the heart of
the Continuing Witness Training process.
This is shared with you to whet your appetite
for the total process.

God’s purpose for man is expressed ful-
ly. (1) A person receives eternal life as a free
gift (Rom. 6:23b). (2) A person can receive
this full and meaningful life right now (John
10:10b). (3) A saved person will spend eterni-
ty with Jesus in heaven (John 14:3)

The need of salvation is expressed to
the lost person. A person without Christ is a
sinner by nature and by choice (Rom. 3:23). A

Shell
lost person cannot save himself (Eph. 2:9). A person without Jesus
deserves death in hell (Rom. 6:23a).

World’s Fair lodging

Reasonable rates, 1 & 2-bedroom
furnished apts. — Accomodations for four
to 34, eight miles from fair. Phone: (615)
693-9406.

7

BUILDING . . .)
BUILDING . . .

BUILDING . . .
Church Pews & Pulpit
Furniture, Laminated <
Auhs, Decking

choir ¢ band .e strings ¢ worship ¢ fun

Tryouts for solo parts in the musi-
cals to be performed will be Mon-
day afternoon, July 26

Senior high/adults

The Father (Bass-Baritone)

Medium high — four
Medium low — three

God's provision for man’s salvation is beautifully presented.
Jesus is God and he became man (John 1:1, 14). Jesus willingly
died on the cross for man’s sins (I Pet. 3:18). Jesus was gloriously
resurrected from the dead (Rom. 4:25)

A person’s response will determine if they are saved. Each
individual must repent from sin (Acts 3:19a). Every person must
place their faith in Jesus (Eph. 2:8). Each saved person will make
Jesus Lord of their life (Rom. 10:9-10)

In the CWT process the apprentice memorizes the model
presentation. The model presentation consists of the outline,
scriptures, transitions and illustrations. This gives a complete per-
spective of the gospel to the lost person. | pray that God will
bless you as you share Jesus with the lost. — Clarence Shell I,
director

choir « band e strings * worship ¢ drama e theory

The Father's Love
The Prodigal (Tenor)

Junior high

Choices

Boys — four

Adults & Youth

I0A o |[eq}jos A} noejjsadwed

Slocking Dls‘"bu'or/; & If you need a copy of the music
2%'1’53.‘5’1'53 //_?:j/&» !3 for a prospective soloist contact
HEATERS \qﬂﬂﬂ -~ the CMD.
STEEPLES 8
Ouachita Baptist University, July 26-30
€ Registration deadline: July 12 2
M"”“/e“/“""f Oe Sponsored by: Church Music Department 1ok
N b a5 . g ]
& (501} 374.6008 *New: children’s choir leaders’ workshop* &
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ton reca

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following article is an
adaptation from an interview with T. 8.
Maston in the January-February 1982 issue
of LICHT published by the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission.

T. B. Maston, retired professor of Chris-
tian ethics at Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, has
been a champion of better race relations
for more than 40 years. According to
Maston, the highlights of his involvement in
race relations have been in the areas of
teaching, writing, and speaking.

The first thing Maston can remember
writing on race was a pamphlet in 1927 en-
titled “Racial Revelations.”

Beginning in the early 1930s he wrote
about race relations in numerous Sunday
School lessons, Training Union programs,
and articles for the “Baptist Student.”
Maston’s book, Of One, was published in
1946 in a series for the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board

It was about this time that Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary offered a
course by Maston on “Problems of the
South” which included the rural South and
race relations.

Maston was elected in 1955 as the first
chairman of the Advisory Council on South-
ern Baptist Work with Negroes. The South-
ern Baptist Convention’s committee on
order of business subsequently asked him
to speak to the Convention on “Southern
Baptists and the Negro.” A chapter about
Maston was included in a volume entitled
His Heart Is Black by W. T. Moore produced
in 1978 by the Home Mission Board's Black
Church Relations Department.

While Maston was in high school in Ten-
nessee, there was a race riot in Knoxville
which made a lasting impact on his life.

“I think | can honestly say, though,”
Maston said, “that the greatest impact on
my life regarding race and a good many
other things was the reading of the Scrip-
tures.”

Maston was almost 17 when he was con-
verted, and that following year he read
through the entire Bible two or three times.

“I havk never gotten away from some of
the impressions that made on my life,” he
said.

The 1940s and 1950s were critical stages
in race relations, according to Maston.

“The blacks were increasingly restless,”
he said. “As they became more vocal,
many of the white people, including many
in our churches, hardened their attitudes
toward blacks.”

One of the barriers Maston worked to
overcome was the view that blacks were
second-class citizens.

“1 had a conviction, which | still have,
that every church that claims to be a
‘church of God’ should not and really can-
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lIs his journey in race relations among Southern

by Larry Braidfoot

not close its doors to any of God's
children,” Maston said. “A church may be
at Corinth, at Atlanta, or at Dallas, but it is
a ‘church of God’ and should never forget
that”

Regarding the 1954 Supreme Court deci-

lations as well as in other areas,” Maston
said.

The upward educational and economic
movement of blacks was one of the major
factors that caused the civil rights move-
ment to become such a major social phe-
in the 1960s, according to Mas-

sion outlawing racially segregated public
schools, Maston observed that most South-
ern Baptists at that time probably disap-

‘For most of us prejudice
has been caught like we
catch the measles.”

— T. B. Maston

proved the action. He said it was fortunate,
however, that the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion officially approved it that year in St.
Louis.

“| was not at the Convention, but my un-
derstanding is that the motion to approve
likely would not have passed if it had not
been for a statesmanlike speech that ). B.
Weatherspoon made,” Maston said. “He
was chairman of the Christian Life Commis-
sion at that time, and was a highly respect-
ed denominational statesman and
teacher.”

Maston wrote the book The Bible and
Race, which was published in 1959, be-
cause he felt that Southern Baptists needed
something on race, and Of One had gone
out of print.

The same year, 1959, Segregation and De-
segregation was published by the Macmil-
lan Company. They had previously pub-
lished a book of Maston’s entitled Chris-
tianity and World Issues.

The criticisms of The Bible and Race
were not as severe as those he had received
after writing Of One, Maston remembers.

The Woman's Missionary Union request-
ed Broadman to publish 50,000 paperback
copies of The Bible and Race.

“I have been deeply grateful to the
W.M.U. for its pioneer leadership in race re-

ton. As they moved up, he said, they be-
came more aware of their inequities.

“It is impossible to measure accurately
the contributions to improved race rela-
tions that were made by sociologists and
others,” Maston said. “I personally think
that the publication of Gunnar Myrdal’s An
American Dilemma was a major factor.”

“These kinds of things may be rather in-
direct, but the contributions trickle down
and become very significant,” he said.

From the strictly religious perspective,
Maston said, the contributions of Martin
Luther King, Jr. were the greatest of any re-
ligious leader.

“| think the strategy that he suggested of
peaceful resistance was what he consid-
ered to be a Christian one, but it also was
the best strategy at that particular time,”
Maston said.

Maston said Southern Baptists are defi-
nitely more responsive to minority groups
and their needs today than 25 years ago,
but that the response is still “spotty.” He
said there is still plenty of resistance to full
racial desegregation and meaningful racial
integration.

“We should recognize,” he said, “that
even churches that have opened 'tHelir
doors to blacks and have black members
have not really integrated the blacks as
well as other minority groups until they
have utilized those members in the struc-
tures of the church.

A church can theoretically desegregate
without really integrating,” Maston said.

Maston said he hated to admit it, but
that the least noticeable progress made in
race relations may possibly be in the reli-
gious area.

This is primarily due, he said, to the fact
that in religious organizations there is not
the pressure to change that there is in most
other areas, that whatever religious prog-
ress is made has to be voluntary.

Maston said that there has been consid-
erable progress in politics but not as much
progress as there should have been, and
that impr in the ic area has
been particularly slow.

Marked progress, he said, has been made
in the educational area, but there is still a
long way to go.

Maston believes that limited affirmative
action is justified, but that blacks and other
minority groups should recognize that it
does not or should not relieve them of spe-
cial efforts to prepare themselves so they
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Baptists

can hold their own and compete on the
level with the white majority,

When asked how the issue of race rela-
tions has affected our foreign and home
mission efforts, Maston said he could speak
more directly to the effect on foreign mis-
sion work since he has been rather deeply
involved in a good many ways with the
work of the Foreign Mission Board.

While Maston was in Uruguay in 1954, he
met with some pastors and their wives in
the home of one of the missionaries.

“Curiously enough, the very first ques-
tion that | was asked was about the race is-
sue in the United States,” he said. “With
rapid communication around the world,
what is done here in the United States on
Saturday night is known by Sunday morn-
ing almost everywhere else in the world.”

Maston said the racial situation here in
the States also tends to affect the mission-
aries as they go.

In overcoming racial barriers, Maston
said we need to understand the nature of
racial prejudice,

“For most of us prejudice has been
caught like we catch the measles,” he said.
““We live in an environment where it is pre-
valent.”

Maston said we need also to understand
that racial prejudice is a two-way street.

“It.has been and still is extremely diffi-
cult for us to get away from a paternalistic
attitude toward those of other races, but
this must be done if we are to reach them
effectively,” Maston said. “Fraternalism
rather than paternalism needs to character-
ize our approach and relation to those of
other races.”

Asked how to avoid being overcome by
frustration and pessimism, Maston said,
“Strong, abiding faith in the sovereign God
of the universe is the best insurance.

“We need to be sure that we are right,
not only in our position, but also in our spir-
it and attitude,” he emphasized.

Christians, Maston said, should respect
all people regardless of color, culture, or
condition of life; we should recognize that
all people are created in the image of God;
and we should remember that they are indi-
viduals for whom Christ died.

“This would give us a deep sense of their
worth,” he said. “We should reach out to
them in a spirit of understanding and love.”

Maston said local churches should be
open to anyone to come to worship or to
come into the membership of the church

the same way that others are received from

our own Southern Baptist churches.

“If blacks or other groups live in our
area, then churches ought to put forth the
same effort to reach them, to win and enlist
them, as they do any of the white people,”
Maston concluded.
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New North Carolina editor says
state paper belongs to the people

from Baptist Press and other sources

R. G. (Gene) Puck-
ett, currently execu-
tive director of Amer-
icans United for Sep-
aration of Church
and State, has been
elected editor of the
Biblical Recorder,
news journal of the
Baptist State Conven-
tion of North Caroli-
na

'y

Puckett, 49, will as- Puckett

sume the post Aug. 1, succeeding ). Marse
Grant, who is taking early retirement in
September after 22 years as editor of the
116,500-circulation weekly.

Puckett was elected on a split vote of the
Recorder’s 16-member board of directors,
ending what a front-page -story in the
Raleigh (N.C.) News and Observer termed
“a behind-the-scenes effort of some top
Baptist State Convention officials to block
his appointment.”

The article quoted denominational lead-
ers in the state as being concerned that
Puckett, who was described as aggressive
and hard working, may not cooperate with
the convention or be a “team Player.”

Baptist leaders said control of the Re-
corder was a central issue in the search for
a successor for Grant, the article reported.

Puckett vowed that the Recorder would
remain independent. “Editorial freedom is
not a negotiable matter. We must have it or
we lose credibility,” he said. “The paper
doesn’t belong to the editor. It doesn’t
belong to the people in the Baptist Build-
ing. It belongs to the people.”

The Recorder’s board voted 84 to elect
Puckett, after a search committee inter-
viewing him twice voted 4-3 not to make a
recommendation.

The chairman of the board, Thomas J.
Payne of Greenville, who cast the tie-break-
ing vote not to bring a recommendation to
the full board from the search committee,
was quoted as saying, “There was concern

Passenger

Van

headquarters
Nice late models
5 ger to 15 pas

that his coming possibily would continue
the division within the state denomination.
It is our hope those concerns will not be
true, and our board is committed to provid-
ing him our positive efforts and attitudes.”

Grant, who made a photocopy of the
News and Observer story available to Bap-
tist editors, has been in the middle of a con-
troversy over the sale and relocation of the
North Carolina Baptist Building.

The controversy began in May of 1980,
according to Baptist Press, when the con-
vention’s general board voted to sell the
downtown office building for $1.7 million,
of which $600,000 would be in the form of
a tax free donation. Grant editorially op-
posed the sale.

The offer was withdrawn, but anothr sale
was announced in January, along with
plans to relocate in a southwestern suburb.
Recorder trustees voted to purchase a
building site, but said a decision has not
been made about whether the Recorder will
move to the new building or build its own
facilities.

The convention’s general board passed a
resolution expressing “profound interest”
and asked for an explanation of the reasons
for the Recorder relocating outside the Bap-
tist Building and the “method of funding” a
new building. Plans for the new building
are now said to be on “hold.”

Puckett told Baptist Press he is “aware of
the controversy of the past, but | was not a
party to it. My approach will be to the
positive, cooperative and supportive of all
Baptist leadership in the state.”

In a letter accompanying the news story
mailed to editors, Grant referred to the ef-
fort to block Puckett's election, saying “I
personally feel this was almost a classic
struggle for the independence of a state pa-
per.”

The news story quoted Puckett as vow-
ing that the Recorder would continue to
take stands on social and theological is-
sues. “Itis the responsibility of the paper to
be on the cutting edge of the issues. If you
are silent, it would raise questions why you
are silent.”

With his election, Puckett becomes the

first man in Southern Baptist history to
have been editor of three state Baptist

Spreclal prices to churches

QU LITY
Auro SALES

(501) 268-4490
1500 E. Race, Searcy, Ark. 72143

p . He has held the editorship of
the Maryland Baptist and the Ohio Baptist
Messenger and was associate editor of the
Western Recorder in Kentucky.

He is a native of Kentucky with degrees
from Campbellsville College, Western Ken-
tucky University and Southern Baptist The-

ological Seminary.
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International

James and John: 1
Seekers of power

by Lynwood Henderson, Calvary Church of
West Memphis

Basic passages: Mark 1:16-20; 9:2-8;
10:35-45; Luke 9:51-56; Acts 4:13-21; 12:1-3
Focal passages: Mark 10:35-45; Luke 9:51-55
Central truth: The path to greatness in the
work of God's kingdom lies in meeting the
needs of others in the name of Jesus.

1. Ambition, in itself, is not undesirable
In fact, the lack of ambition is the root of
laziness. It's in the method used to satisfy
the ambition that we have trouble. Power
struggles and power structures whether in
the denomination, the church of the home
are completely out of place. The preacher
who, under God’s direction, gently guides;
the deacon, who ministers to needs in the
fellowship; the family member who, in
love, does the menial chore will be the one
to whom others will look for direction

2. Many times we, like James and John,
speak before we think. Someone has said
that our mouth is in drive while our brain is
in neutral *Ye know not” would character-
ize our impatient actions so much of the
tme.

Our desire to hurt and destroy would be-
come a desire to help if we only will allow
ourselves to become helpers rather than
seeking to become masters.

3. It's difficult for us to accept the con-
cept of ruling by social prestige and power
over others.

During his lifetime a person may be rated
by the number who serve him. But, after his
death, he is measured by the number he
served

Conclusion: Like James and John, our de-
sire to do great things — even in the name
of Christianity — often leads us to adopt
unChistian methods. The results of minis-
try action might not be as fast as those of
mastery, but they are more lasting.

The lesson trestment is based on the International Bible

L—mhmw form Sarbes, copyright by
the Intemational Council of Education. Used by permission.

Wanted

Life and Work
A caring society

* by Jimmy W. Anderson, First Church of

Leachville

Basic passages: Deuteronomy 23:15-20;
24:1-22

Focal passages: Deuteronomy 24:6, 10-15;
17-22

Central truth: A society governed by God's
laws is a caring society that meets the needs
of all with dignity.

Men are not to be deprived of dignity of
eating properly (24:6). Grain was ground be-
tween two stones to make bread. Taking
the upper stone for loan collateral would
deprive the family of bread. The warning is
to the creditor. They have obligations to
borrowers to prevent them over extending
themselves in financial matters.

The dignity of a man’s home is not to be
violated (24:10-13). The lender is forbidden
from entering the sanctity of a family’s
home to choose what he would take as se-
curity. A man’s home is his castle. For
someone to enter and take what he wishes
would be demeaning to the husband and
father before his wife and children. A cloak
taken as a pledge must be returned at night
since it served as a cover for the bed, es-
pecially for the poor.

Workers are to be paid their wages when
they are due (24:14-15). The poor live from
hand to mouth and from day to day. To
withhold wages even a day could mean a
lack of food, medicine, shelter, or clothing
for the family. All laborers are to be paid
fairly as well as on time.

God rewards and punishes in accordance
with how we treat or mistreat others (24:13,
15, 17). If God is concerned about people,
he cares about how they are treated and
will deal justly with the treatment. We do
well not to forget that but for the grace of
God things could be different for us. Never
forget that we are undeserving of God's
blessings and let us treat others with dignity
as we would wish to be treated.

This lesson treatment Is based on the Life and Work Cur-
ricutum for Southern Baptist churches, copyright by the Sun-
day School Board of the Southem Baptist Convention. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

Bible Book

God’s guidance
and David’s praise

Basic passage: Il Samuel 21:1-23:39

Focal passages: Il Samuel 21:1, 34, 9, 14;
22:2-3, 29-31

Central truth: David can look at all of his
Il(e mcludmg vuclon:s, mlslakes, defeats,
as

nears the end and shll praise God.

David characterizes God as a rock, for-
tress, deliverer, his refuge, shield, horn of
salvation, stronghold and savior. He de-
clares that God is his lamp and that he
shows him the way in darkness. He gives
victory in the battles of serving God. Cod is
blameless; his word stands all tests and he
is the eternal protector. As David nears the
end of his life he praises God.

All of the emotions and experiences of
life can become sweet when we see God
for who he is and see ourselves for what we
have been through. David made a gesture
of restitution for a mistake of life (in this
case it was someone else’s mistake). We
need to go back and face some of those
who have been wronged and seek a satis-
factory reconciliation.

Praising God is very important to our
own spiritual well being. We have to have
an adequate doctrine of God and an ade-
quate doctrine of man to be able to praise
God. Our inadequate understanding shows
up when we say God loves so he isnt a part
of judgment, or in judgment he is no longer
loving» Some people cannot find God in a
hurting world, especially their own.

We do not truly know God until we are
able to praise him in all kinds of circum-
stances. Can you praise God from where
you are right now?

How many people can you name to say
that they have had a specific influence on
your life? How many people would list your
name as one who influenced their Christian
lives? Praise of God comes first. Then there
is a place where we should express our
praise for those who are a part of our lives
just as David recognized his leaders.

MMN‘.MH‘WMNBMMSM
for Southem Baptist churches, copyright by the Sunday
School Board of the Souther Baptist Convention. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

All former b of First B
Church of Marianna, Arkansas

HOMECOMING
June 27, 1982

Dr. Tommy Cunningham, a.m. speaker
Rev. Lewis E. Clarke, afternoon speaker
Dr. Burton Miley, evening speaker
Meals and housing furnished
Lewis E. Clarke, Pastor Emeritus
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Barnes Canoe Rental
Since 1965
“Float the Best"”
The complete float service
Yellville, Ark. (501) 449-6235
Church groups welcome

Buffalo National River

WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER
or FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS
* STEEPLES
* WALL CROSSE!
» STAINED nsznsuss WINDOWS
| | *BAPTISTRIES
| @ BAPTISTRY HEATERS

Write lor tree
colot brochure.

AC 214 657-6522

Box 210 Henderson, Texas 75652
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mFull -time employment —

Hughes pew cushions ed couples wanted as house par-

'orld’s Fair motel (new Reversible or attached ents at Circle H Youth Ranch, Nimrod,
W ! ( : ) Quality, comfort and béauty Ark. Each couple will care for 8 homeless
Each unit has two bedrooms and kitchen We believe we can children.
— 3 double beds — 35 miles to fair site $72 save your church mone Call or write: Don Grendell, Administrator,
Phone (615) 376-6572 y . Y Star Route 1, Box 78, Plainview, Ark.
3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock 72857, phone (501) 432.5221.
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556 Wholesale
Route 2, Box 159A
Gurdon, Ark. 71743 Hestourontjdell and conicsesiad i

ice cream. slush and pop-
hines. Aim Wholesale, 2315
CHURCH FURNITURE [l [ eR=VIaN3] Cantrell Rd., Little Rock. Ph: 3720506 or

home phone (501) 835-2054 1-800-482-9026.
& STAINED GLASS ISRt ,
GINIA

home phone (501) 835-9265 FIBERGLASS

C o
merica Py BAPTISTRIES / STEEPLES
(‘A (‘S E ﬁ,’pgi::’hcshts LARGE SELECTION - FACTORY DIRECT
Foremost Name Qil— e ion | ey
CALL TOLL FREE s
ll] Church =

Financing 1-800527-8438 <
CORPORATION ~ avallable

6160 Getty Drive
North Little Rock, Ark. 72117
Area Hepresentative Phone 501-835-8037
RON DODD
1745 East Lakewood
Springlield. Mo. 65807

o s ST s DRINKERS THINK TH EY’ RE
Quality World’s Fair housing G o o n D HIVE ns

for $12 per night

Sleep up to 10 in comfort for $120 per night,
if reservation confirmed by June 30. Perfect for
church groups, family reunions, or friends trau

eling together. Mossy Creek Park is located in

Jefferson City, Tenn., Home of Carson-New
man College, 28 miles from Fair on four-lane

U.S. 11E. Park is owned and operated by local

Chevrolet dealer

Housing consists of 14 X 60 brand new mo-

bile homes, fully air conditioned, two large bed-
rooms with two double beds in each, large living
room and kitchen with double sofa bed, two full

baths. Home is compartmentalized for privacy
Daily maid service. Five restaurants within two
blocks. Parking accommodates 20 buses
Transportation available hourly to and from That's why we

Furniture

Fair. 2 e :
High quality combined with low price SpeClallZe in the
sells anything. The response to our previous Non-Drinker.

ad has been tremendous so we've decided to
continue our 10 percent discount off our regular

low price of $150 until the Fair ends. As an If you're a Non-Drinker, you

added for early should get to know us. h
we're glving an extra 10 percent discount ‘
for a total of 20 percent discount off our I .
loibreailes polos aF ST50a¢ Toria b snice AUTO INSURANCE information i

lasts. This extra 10 percent will be for reg- with no Ob“gation i

Istrations made and confirmed with pay-

ment byl June 30. The registrations may g

be for any month through October, but AGENT S NAME

must be payment confirmed by June 30 to ADDRESS -

get the 20 percent discount. This offer

good only so long as space lasts. TELEPHONE NO

Call L. H. Tarr at (615) 475-3838
Wr:::-rle:gw;:ns. 12 W ; / 72:‘ Z’z‘aé INSURANCE COMPANY

JefletsoniCity AN 37760 West Des Moines. lowa
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Subscriber services
The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine of-
fers subscription pians at three different
rates

Every resident family plan gives
churches a premium rate when they send
the Newsmagazine to all their resident
households. Resident families are calcu-
lated to be at least one fourth of the
church’s Sunday School enroliment
Churches who send only to members who
request a subscription do not qualify for
this lower rate of $5.40 per year for each
subscription

A group plan (formerly called the Club
Plan) allows church members to get a bet-
ter than individual rate when 10 or more
of them send their subscriptions together
through their church. Subscribers through

Are you

moving?
Please give us two
weeks advance
notice. Clip this
portion with your
old address label.
supply new address
- below and send to
* Arkansas Baptist

y Newsmagazine.

2 P.O. Box 552.

. Linle Rock. AR

S 72203

| DR

the group plan pay $6 per year.
Individual subscriptions may be pur-
chased by anyone at the rate of $6.36 per
year. These subscriptions are more costly
because they require individual attention

to oddress changes and renewal notices
Ch 33 by individual

may be made by using the form in the mid-
dle of this column, which will appear reg-
ularly in this space’

When inquiring about your subscrip-
tion please include the address label. Or
call us at (501) 376-4791, ext. 156. Be
prepared to give us your code line infor-
mation.
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Baptist leaders differ on amendment
by Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP) — President Rea-
gan’s call for a constitutional amendment
on public school prayer brought mixed re-
actions from some Southern Baptist pastors
and executives

Reagan announced May 6 — the Nation-
al Day of Prayer — that he intended to
keep a campaign pledge to support such an
amendment. On May 17, he sent his pro-
posal to Capitol Hill

His proposed amendment reads: “Noth-
ing in this Constitution shall be construed
to prohibit individual or group prayer in
public schools or other public institutions
No person shall be required by the United
States or by any state to participate in pray-
er.”

Among those opposing the president’s
call in a narrow Baptist Press sampling,
were Harold C Bennett, executive secre-
tary-treasurer of the SBC Executive Com-
mittee, and Grady C. Cothen, president of
the Baptist Sunday School Board

Bennett said he is happy with resolutions
on school prayer passed at annual meetings
of the Southern Baptist Convention during
the past 20 years since the Supreme Court
struck down state-required prayer and Bi-
ble reading

In 1980, the last time messengers ad-
dressed the issue, they “rightly resolved to
support truly voluntary prayer while op-
posing ‘attempts, either by law or other
means, to circumvent the Supreme Court's
decision forbidding government authored
or sponsored religious exercises in public
schools,’ * Bennett said

Cothen, who heads the world’s largest re-
ligious publishing house, said the proposed
amendment is unnecessary because it
“makes no provisions for anything not now
possible.

“As desirable as prayer in public schools
may be, mandatory or supervised prayer is
antithetical to our Baptist free faith,” he
added “To make public prayer a political
football is to deny the meaning of real
prayer. To give this issue to each local com-
munity is to guarantee political confusion

over a sacred, personal, religious act.
James M. Dunn, executive director of the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs,
said of Reagan’s proposal: “Nothing in the
Bill of Rights is more fundamental than
freedom from any coercion, manipulation
or pressure regarding religion. Little chil-
dren in public schools should not be re-
quired to defend their particular spiritual
heritage
“Compulsory school attendance laws
make group prayer unfair and impractical.
The proposed constitutional amendment
would itself be a reversal of the First
Amendment, ‘impossible to implement,
contradictory in content and contrary to
our Baptist input into the Bill of Rights.”
Jimmy Draper, pastor of First Church,
Euless, Texas, favors passage. “‘| would not
be unhappy with the wording of the presi-
dent’s amendment,” he told Baptist Press.
Said Draper, a likely nominee for South-
ern Baptist Convention president in June, “I
do not agree with those who suddenly say
we cannot acknowledge God in the class-
room. We acknowledge him in the Consti-
tution itself and in other national docu-
ments.”

Saying he favors time for silent prayer
and d on, Draper hasized he
does not favor mandatory, recited prayer.
“A student should not be compelled to
pray,” he said, “but under the President’s
proposal, he would at least have the oppor-
tunity.”

Ron Herrod, pastor of First Church, Ken-
ner, La, appreciates Reagan’s “courage for
taking a stand.”

“1 think it’s positive and | agree with it
completely,” said Herrod, chairman of the
Bold Mission New Orleans Committee that
is planning evangelistic events for mes-
sengers to the Southern Baptist Convention
meeting June 15-17_ "I think there has been
a decline in public moral stance since the
Supreme Court rulings on prayer. | agree
that no one should be forced to pray, but
they should be allowed to pray.”

Foreign mission briefs

MKs send offering to U.S.
BALAKA, Malawi — Southern Baptist
missionary kids in Malawi decided to desig-
nate their Vacation Bible School offering
for missions in a “foreign” country — the
United States. Through Southern Baptist

“missionary Mary Ann Chandler, they learned

of a missions project the Acteens group of
First Church, Columbiana, Ala., is sponsor-
ing in the southwestern United States and
agreed to send their offering to help

Film draws crowd in Monrovia
MONROVIA, Liberia — Almost 2,000

people saw “The Hiding Place,” the story
of Corrie ten Boom, during its early April
run in Monrovia, Liberia, according to Art
Heyman, Southern Baptist missionary who
helped place the movie in a local theater.
During the showing, Baptist missionaries
were able to distribute about 1,500 scripture
portions and gospel tracts, plus applica-

.tions for a Bible correspondence course

from a table in the theater lobby. Because
the film drew enough people to give the
theater some profit, Heyman said he hopes
the management will be willing to show
other Christian films in the future.
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