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WHEN PRAYER SLCOLIES OPLRATIONAL

A STUDY OI' THE BOOK OF JALES Dr. 7. 0. Vaught
NUIIBER 48 Immanuel Baptist Church
JAIIES 5:17-18 TLittle Rock, Arkansas

JANLS 5:17-10 "Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are,
and he prayved earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on
the earth by the space of three years and six months. Aand he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.’

We have previously studied verse 17 when we saw how Elijah praved that
it would not rain and it didn’t rain for 3% years. !le saw at the end
of verse 16 that the prayer of a righteous man has much power when it
is operational. James gave us several illustrations of this before
stating this principle. In verse 13 we saw the power of prayer when a
super grace believer prays for himself. Then we had the illustration
of the restoration of a reversionist, when the pastor-teacher prayed
for him. In verse 16 we saw how a man was restored after repentance.
ilow we are studying the national illustration. The whole nation had
¢one into reversionism and the nation was about to go into slaverv.
But Elijah will pray and the nation will be delivered.

A ilord of Power

In verse 17 we saw the word proseuchomai which was translated “prayed
earnestly.” It is an ingressive aorist. It really means "he began to
npray’ that it might not rain. The prayer hegan in Ahab's palace and
3% years later he will end the pnrayer on the summit of Iit. Carmel.
Then at that time we will see the culminative aorist of this same word
proseuchonmai. Elijah's prayer wvas to the effect that CGod woulé knock
on the door of the nation of Israel, and warn them of the coming di-
saster. Lvery time this word is used it is a word of real nower. The
word "earnestly” is not here and is mistranslated. '/hat we do have
here is the word proseuche and should be translated "praving by means
of prayer” that it might not rain. "That it might not rain"” is an
aorist, active, infinitive of brecho nlus the negative. So thus far i
this verse we have these words--"3y means of prayer he began to pray
not to send rain." Then at the end of 3% years we have the culminatiw¢
aorist of the same word, to point out that at that time it rained
again. This is a rather interesting prayer that he began and didn't
finish until 3% years later. The answer to his prayer is exnressed in
the word "And it rained not.” This is an aorist, active, indicative
of brecho and is a constantive aorist. It means that every day for

)3 years there was not a drop of rain. Day after day after day it did
not rain, and this went on for 3% years. Therefore, James is drawing
a strong point here to show the power of prayer, and to prove the great
importance of doctrine in the recovery from reversionism,

JAIIBS 5:18 “And he prayved again, and the heaven gave rain, and the
earth brought forth her fruit." "And he praved” is an aorist, active,
indicative of proseuchomai and the culminative aorist is in contrast
to the irrative aorist in verse 17. Three and one half vears have
elapsed in between the use of these two words. And to make it a little
clearer we have the word palin meaning “again.” The nraying had been
resumed after an elapse of 3% years. During that 3% year period, Cod’s
provision for Elijah had been fantastic. First, the buzzards had fed
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Elijah beside the Brook Cherith. Then the flour and o0il did not di-
minish in the house of the widow woman of Zarephath. (Really she was

a woman who had a son and she had not been married and the words are
“Ishah almanah” and it means an unmarried woman with a son.) God saw
to it that Elijah survived for the 3’ years so Cod could bring him down
to the wire and give him victory. "And the heavens gave rain" and to
get a few more details turn to 1 Xings 18:40.

1 KINGS 18:40 "And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of 2aal:
let not one of them escape. A2And they took themn: and Elijah brought
them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there."” Mere Elijah tool
charge. Please Kkeep in mind that Elijah understood the principle of
God's love for the human race. God loves the whole human race so nuch
that at certain times men have to be eliminated so the human race can
survive. When a mad dog gets loose, then he has to be killed to save
the people. A mad dog was loose in the lorthern Kinagdom, and that mad
dog was the worship of 3aal.

The word here translated “"take" is a kal perfect of taphas and it
rieans to "seize violently,"” or to capture.” These people of the ilor-
thern Kingdor who had repented of their sins were to take these pro-
pnets of Baal and they were to destroy them. "Let not one of them
escape” is a niphal imperfect of malat and it means "let not one of

them remain alive."” "And they took them" and this is a kal imperfect
of taphas and it means "they were seized violently and taken down to
the bBrook Kishon.” The word for "slew" here is a kal imperfect of

shachat and it means to cut the throat like you would slaughter an ani~
mal. This is exactly what happened here. Four hundred fifty prophets
of B3aal had their throats cut.

Love Lverybody _

There are those soft-hearted sentimentalists who believe in loving
everyone. They believe that you are to love even the enemies of God.
Sut look what Elijah is doing here in our Scripture. He was executing
shiritual traitors. He was murdering prophets who were the enemies of
Cod and he was doing it at the command of God. This is the-eame nrin-
ciple we saw demonstrated in the destruction of fodom and Gomorrah.

1 KINGS 13:41 "aAnd Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink.
for there is a sound of abundance of rain.” “Cet thee un" is a kal
imperative of "alah" and it means “go up at once."” How Ahab never
went anywhere without packing a picnic lunch. 8o Elijah here suggests
to him that he should go up into the mountains and have a little pic~
nic to celebrate the return of the rains. "Eat" is from akal and
“drink” is from shathan and it means to drink something of an alcoho~
lic content. In other words, he was suggesting to Ahab that. he shoulcd
celebrate with a real party. Now remember this-~this is all Ahab was
capakle of doing. It doesn't take brains or ability to have a picnic
like this., He was the leader of Israel an: look at this picture. liere
is an amazing picture of reversionism. The country is going to bhe
saved by the grace of God and the only thing King Ahab could do was to
go into the mountains and have a picnic and celebrate the return of
the rain. Ahab's country will be saved, but Ahab had no part in the

salvation of the nation. Then Elijah said, “"For there is the sound
of the abundance of rain." There is a wrinciple rioht here. When God
sends the rain, it always comes in sufficient ocuantitr. When God

blesses you, it is always the abundance of blessings.
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L RINGE 13:42 "Se Ahel went u» to eat and to drinlk. And IElijah went up
,, to the top of Carmel: ant he st lira=21f Jdown upon the earth, and nut

ig face betwvean his kuees,” 30 Rhab: was obedient and vvent un to have
nis picnic and celeorate the return of the rain. And the word “"but®
introduces the contrast. Dut Ilijah went to the ton of 't. Carmel. He
went wast the picnic ¢rounds of 2hab and went to the surwait to see the
face of God. The words “cast himself cdoim" is a kal immerfect of cahax
and really means to crouch down. lie actuallv sat down on his haunches
and ~»ut his face down between his knees.

1 WIJG5 15:43 "And said to his servant, Go un now, look toward the sea.
And ne vent up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said,
o again seven times.” The word for ¥said® is a kal imperfect of amar
and it weans he just kept sayino this. iliow Elijah didn’'t have a ser-
vant, out the word is naar and it means "a young man,” This is the son
of that widow wowan whom Llijah had raised from the dead and he had
cjone along with Llijah to serve and wait on £lijah. Seven times the
Joung ian cawe vack and told Elijah tl:at he saw nothing. Fexe is a boy
running up and down the hill and each time he rernorted “nothing.” Hou
many times in our human service we run up and down our little hills and
accomplish nothing. It is going to be the prayer of Elijah that will
make the daifference.

1 KIJCS 16:44 "And it care to pass at the seventh tire, that he said,
Senold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, lile a man's
hand. And he said, Go up, sayv unto 2hal, Preware thr chariot, and aet
thee down, that the rain sto> thee not.” The 'lehrew savs, "a little
wlack cloud.” The young nan was told to go u» and tell Ahab to finish
hie picnic and get out of there for the rain was on the wav., All 2hab
could do was go and report to Jezekel that the rain was coning.

1 KIJGS 18:45 "And it care to pass in the mean while, that the heaven
vas klack with clouds and wind, ans there was a great rain. 2And Ahad
rode, anc went to Jezreel." This mav be the Zible's most »natihietic
nicture of a national leader. He was nadly driving his chariot, try-~
ing to beat the rain so he could renort to wicked Jezebhel.

1 RINGS 15:46 “iAnd the hand of the Lord was on Elijah: and he girded
up his loins, and ran before ihab to the entrance of Jezreel.” This
aov takes us back to James 5:515.

‘And ne prayed” is an aorist, active, indicative of proseuchoriai and
is a culiliinative aorist. 1In othier worus, he finished the prayer that
ne began 3% years ago. “%he heavens cave' is an aorist, active, indi-
cative of didoni and is the seconéd culminative aorist we have here.
Rain is the wora 'huetos and please notice the result. "Drought forth”
ies the aorist, active, indicative of hlastano and it neans the seed
cerminated, sprouted and produced. The word for "fruit is karmos.

-

30 this verse savs, “And he offered praver again, and the heaven gave
rain, and the land germninated, sprouted, and nroduced its production.”
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Summary

1.

2.

Here is an operational prayer offered by a super grace believer,
eliciting a response from Cod.

This prayer fulfills the principle stated at the end of James
5:16. "The prayer of a righteous one (super grace type) has
much power when it becomes operational.”

A reversionist nation, on the verge of going under the 5th cycle
of discipline from Cod, is spared for some time yet.

In place of the 5th cycle of discipline and slavery, Gocd pro-
vided national prosperity. The people were given another op-
portunity to recover from reversionism and move back into super
grace.

It was necessary for the reversionists to repent before the
prayer could become operational.

Look at 1 Kings 18:39 as we close. "And when all the people
saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he
is the Cod; the Lord, he is the God."

Prayer redeems time. Prayer has fantastic power when it is
linked with the will of God.
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