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Siloam Springs offers
physical and spiritual
refreshing



On the cover

Siloam Springs, Arkansas Baptists
state assembly, offers a time for physical
and spiritual refreshing: (clockwise from
top left) a quartet of campers enjoy a
game of dominoes; the gazebo provides
a cool place for refreshing: the “Wonder-
ful Tabernacle Band” rehearses for the
worship service; counseling is provided
to a young camper who made a spiritual
commitment; pavilions provide space for
Bible study or just relaxing. Center: the
bell sounds the daily schedule.

In this issue
6

National Baptist and Southern Baptist wom-
en in Arkansas shared a unique feeling of
oneness as participants in the first ever joint
fellowship conference for women. Two hun-
dred fifty attended the meeting held in Little
Rock May 15.

15

Arkansas pastors were introduced to a new
Sunday School Board program designed to
infiltrate churches with committed, trained
discipleship leaders. About 100 attended a
weeklong workshop sponsored by the
Church Training Department.

16

Adrian Rogers, former SBC president and
pastor of Bellevue Church in Memphis,
Tenn., told a Rome, Ca. press conference
that Southern Baptists have developed a
wide theological base while maintaining a
narrow program of support for SBC pro-
grams.
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Executive secretary search

Good spirit prevails as new nominee sought

The nominee for executive secretary,
who the col ion's search ¢ i

_had voted unanimously to recommend, has

declined, according to Kerry Powell, chair-
man of the committee. The search commit-
tee was preparing to present the individual,
whom Powell declined to name, to the con-
vention’s Executive Board. This means the
committee continues the search

The Executive Board is empowered by
the convention’s constitution to “employ
such paid agents as it may deem necessary
_..” The Executive Board has designated
the Operating Committee as the search com-
mittee when an executive secretary is
sought.

Powell, pastor of First Church, Forrest
City, said, “An excellent spirit has prevailed
within our committee from the beginning
We believe that we will be able to find
God’s man in the not-too-distant future to
present to the Executive Board.”

He said that the search committee had
received approximately 35 names and that
many of those which had been recom-
mended were of the highest quality and

Two new writers for ‘lessons

Two new writers begin this week on se-
ries of lessons for the Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine’s “lessons for living” Sun-
day School lesson commentary section.

Lynwood Henderson, pastor of Calvary
Church in West Memphis, is new writer for
the International, or Convention Uniform,
series. He is a native of Arkansas, a gradu-
ate of Stuttgart High School, Ouachita Bap-
tist University and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Henderson serves as Sunday School di
rector and vice moderator of Tri-County As-
sociation. Henderson returned to Arkansas
in 1978 after a 15-year pastoral ministry in
three churches in Alabama. He is married
to the former Lorene Gunnell of Arkansas
County. They have five children and four
grandchildren

Jimmy Wayne Anderson, pastor at First
Church of Leachville, is writing lesson com-
mentary for the Life and Work curriculum.
He is a native of Texas with health care and

“could do an outstanding job as the execu-
tive secretary of Arkansas Baptists if God
was in their serving in this position.”

Powell expressed appreciation for the
support that the committee had received
from the Baptists of Arkansas. He said,
“We earnestly desire the prayer of the Bap-
tist people of Arkansas. Apart from divine
guidance we will not be able to make the
proper selection.”

Powell said that the entire committee
feels that the convention is in good hands
until a permanent executive secretary is
secured. “We are all pleased with the ex-
cellent work that is being done by Dr. L. L.
Collins, who is currently serving as interim
executive secretary,” he said.

Other members of the search committee
are Bernard Beasley of Hardy, Dwayne
Fischer of Little Rock, Elmer Griever of
Eureka Springs, Frank Lady of Jonesboro,
Nina Hamilton of Hope, Bill Kreis of Paris,
and Ferrell Morgan of Crossett. Also serving
are Dillard Miller of Mena, who is president
of the state convention, and Ken Lilly, a
Fort Smith physician who is president of the
Executive Board.

for living’

pastoral experience in Texas, Indiana and
Arkansas. He has been active in associa-
tional work, has taught at the university lev-
el and traveled to Japan to conduct an
evangelistic crusade in 1977.

Anderson and his wife of 25 years have
two children. Anderson holds degrees from
Arlington State Junior College, East Texas
Baptist College, Southwestern Baptist The-
ological Seminary, Indiana University Med-
ical Center and Luther Rice Seminary.

BSU offers help to Academy students

The Baptist Student Union at the Air
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo.
is seeking names of young men and women
coming to the academy on June 28, 1982
who could use a helping hand. The BSU,
according to director Don Gurney, will
meet the young peoples’ planes, provide
transportation and overnight housing, and
will help them report to the academy at the
proper time on Monday morning.

Gurney asks that pastors, parents, friends

or the young people themselves write him
at 1230 N. Cascade, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80903 in June, giving him names and
addresses. The BSU will correspond with
the students to secure flight arrival times
and to provide additional information.

For similar help at West Point, contact
Alton Harpe, 11 Washington St., Cornwall
on Hudson, N.Y., 12520. At Annapolis, con-
tact Dick B Box 1509, A li
Md., 21404,
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What ordination is . .. and isn’t

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

Ordination for the gospel ministry plays an important role in
contemporary Baptist life. Yet, all too often it is taken too lightly
by churches and is freq ly mist stood. Ordi is a rec-
ognition of a call which has been given by Cod and confers no
new right or authority.

The central part of the ordination service is the laying on of
hands, which can be traced through the Old Testament, the New
Testament and Judaism. As one studies the accounts, it is evident
that some form of ordination was practiced by New T

attached to the ordination service until after the time of Constan-
tine. In 312, Constantine was struggling to establish himself as
emperor of Rome. On the eve of the battle of Milvain Bridge, he
saw a vision of the cross, and above it were the words “In this sign
conquer.” After establishing himself as emperor, in 313, he grant-
ed full liberty to Christians and all other religions.

In 325, Constantine issued a general exhortation for all of his
sublects to embrace Chnshamty In a few years, a great deal of

Christians, although not all laying on of hands was connected
with ordination. In some instances there is no record of the laying
on of hands for those whom God has called, and in other in-
stances the laying on of hands took place on more than one occa-
sion.

The background of our contemporary practice of ordination
is found in the Old Testament. Probably, it had its inception as | a-
cob blessed Joseph’s sons (Gen. 48:14-16). Jacob recognized that
only God could give the real blessing.

In the appointment of Joshua to be the leader of Israel, it is
quite evident that God is the one who chooses, and the laying on
of hands is but a visible recognition of God's call. The Lord sum-
moned Moses to present himself with Joshua in the tent of the
meeting (Deut. 31:14-15). The Lord appeared in a pillar of cloud
as a sign that he was commissioning Joshua as Israel’s leader. An-
other visible sign of the ordination of Joshua was the laying on of
hands by Moses (Joshua 34:9).

A part of the ordination of the Levites included the laying on
of hands by the people. Several key words are used to describe
the function of the Levite. Among these are “separate,” “set
apart,” “anointed” and “ordain.”

Little is known about the ordination of the prophets. They
are referred to as the Lord’s “anointed ones” (Ps. 105:15).

In the New Testament, also, laying on of hands was prac-
ticed to recognize those whom God had called. There are several
clear examples such as the seven (Acts 6:1-6), Barnabas and Saul
(Acts 13:3) and Timothy (I Tim. 4:14).

In the post-biblical period the same practice of laying on of
hands was continued. There is no specific authority or new right

was I d into Chri ity. Among the false
doctrines which emerged were clinical baptism (baptismal regen-
eration) and the authority or the right of the ordained.

While God is the one who calls, there is an important re-
sponsibility of the local church to examine those who are being
ordained for the ministry. The scripture is clear that it is not
something which should be done hastily. Paul clearly says a pas-
tor is not to be a “novice” (I Tim. 3:6)

A church should also use care in examining the character of
a prospective candidate for ordination. Paul said that a minister
should be above reproach (King James “blameless,” | Tim. 3:2).
When Paul’s ministry was under attack, he defended it on the ba-
sis of his own good character (I Cor. 6:4-7a)

Much heartache can be traced to quick ordinations, where
little examination of doctrine and investigation of character has
been made of the prospective candidate. Such failure brings
problems to churches and provides opportunity for non-Chris-
tians to attack the Lord’s work in an attempt to justify their own
sin.

Any church considering ordaining a candidate should recog-
nize that a licensed individual can do everything that is necessary
for the continuation of the Lord’s work. Final ordination should
come only after a person has shown through his life and ministry
that he is qualified in character and doctrine for ordination.

Churches and candidates for ordination should recognize
that the significance of ordination lies in a call from God, which
is confirmed after proper evidence by a local congregation. In or-
daining, a church is saying that it believes that this individual has
the proper gifts of ministry, is doctrinally sound, is of good char-
acter and that it will pray and support him
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Ina Miller

Woman'’s viewpoint

Witness as you go

Last year when my husband, Russell, and
| were asked to be a part of the witness
training group going to Malawi, | wondered
if 1 were really qualified! At a briefing ses-
sion we were told that the most important
qualities needed were love for the people
and a desire to share our training material
with the church leaders. They would learn
witnessing principles that would encourage
them to share the story of Jesus. This shar-
ing would then become a way of life for
them.

Amid packing, obtaining passports and
visas, repacking, receiving injections and
repacking, | prayed, “Lord, we want you to
speak through us as we work with our mis-
sionaries and the Malawians. Will you show
us how to teach this material so that they
will receive the most benefit from it?”

In retrospect | see that God had already
prepared a group of warmhearted career
missionaries who welcomed us, some kind

helpful interpreters who had to slow us
down sometimes, and classes full of men
and women who were eager to learn

As we studied our lessons, we made
changes in illustrations that would be more
realistic to the people. They readily under-
stood the idea of one’s living in his own
power or living in God's power when we de-
scribed a “bicycle Christian” or a “motor-
cycle Christian”. They were anxious to wit-
ness in the villages, sharing what they had
learned and practiced in our small groups

The reports of their experiences can still
speak to us today: as we go, we do witness.
How we witness will be decided by us indi-
vidually. We will either be unprepared, or
we, will be ready with Cod’'s Word and a
clear message of who Jesus is in our daily
lives

Ina Miller is a wife and mother of two.
She is a member at Mountain Home First

One layman’s opinion

Daniel R. Grant/President, OBU

Do we need foreign missionaries to America?

The greatest revivals reported in recent
years have not been in the United States or
in North America. They have been in such
places as Korea, the Philippines, Brazil, In-
donesia, and parts of Africa. Although the
seeds from which most of these remarkable
revivals eventually grew were planted by
Christian missionaries from the United
States, the revival movements were clearly
the product of indigenous Christian leaders
in the nations involved.

This unusual turn of events in world
evangelism has caused the president of the
Baptist World Alliance, Dr. Duke McCall,
to ask the question, “How are we going to
win the world for Jesus Christ when . .. we
aren’t doing too well in our own world of
North America?” Then Dr. McCall, speak-
ing recently at Midwestern Seminary, asked
an even more provocative question: Is it
possible that “we ought to think not only
about sending, but also about receiving
missionaries, about hearing what God is
working out in such a magnificent and
miraculous fashion through other peoples
in other parts of the world?”

My first reaction was “How humiliating!”
We in “Christian America” have long-had a
near monopoly in this matter of di

Christian missionaries overseas to win the
other parts of the world to Christ. Surely we
should not admit that we now need the
help of Christians from other parts of the
world in winning to Christ the people of our
own nation.

On more sober reflection | am convinced
we do need their help. Think what an im-
pact it would make on the international
population of such cities as San Francisco,
New Orleans, and New York to have teams
of Christians from Asia, Europe, Africa, and
the Americans to link arms and preach the
simple Christian Gospel message with a
sense of urgency seldom seen in this land.
Although it's possible we Americans (or
even we Southern Baptists) might insist on
retaining “indigenous control” of the re-
vivals, churches, schools, and hospitals that
would grow out of these foreign mission ef-
forts in the United States, who would dare
deny the work of God in such revivals?
Even so, it may take me a while to become
accustomed to thinking of Korea as
“Judea,” and of the US.A. as “the utter-
most parts of the world.”

Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita
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Baptist Uni y at Arkadelph

Church where she team-teaches with her
husband, Russell, in a singles-career Sunday
School class, sings in the choir, plays in a
handbell choir and serves as Baptist Wom-
en Day president. She went to Malawi, Afri-
ca, in 1981 as a volunteer mission worker in
the second phase of the Malawi-Arkansas
cooperation.

Help for stress
offered in column

Arkansas Baptists are  now providing
help, in a Christian setting, for church pas-
tors, staff members and their families who
suffer from the effects of normal stress in
daily life.

The minister through counseling who of-
fers an empathetic ear through the Ministry
of Crisis Support begins this week a series
to answer questions about that ministry
and to deal with real-life problems.

Glen D. McGriff invites readers to write
to him about problems that can be an
anonymously in_his column. The first of
these articles explalns why pastors need
counselors. It is found on page 9. !

Dr. McGriff, a Southern Baptut paswr
for 25 years, has specialized in crisis inter-
vention and enrichment for marriage and
family. In Alabama he founded an ‘organi-
zation for pi ing a Christian

g He holds ds from S
Universny, the Umverslty of Alabama, and
Luther Rice Seminary, with additional study
at New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary.

He and his wife, the former Helen Perry,
are the parents of a son and two daughters.

piivg

Dub Jackson joins
McCall at BWA

DALLAS (BP) — W. H. “Dub” Jackson,
former director of World Evangelism Foun-
dation, Inc., Dallas, has been named as-
sistant to the president of the Baptist World
Alliance.

Jackson, a former Southern Baptist for-
eign missionary to Japan, turned over the
work of the World Evangelism Foundation
to the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board last December.

BWA President Duke K. McCall, said
Jackson's first assignment was at the May

ing of the Europ E lism and
Education Conference in Ruschlikon, Swit-
zerland.
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Arkansas all over

by Millie Gill/ABN staff writer

Edward L. Powers

is serving White River Association as its new
director of missions. He came there from
Mountain View where he was serving as
pastor of the First Church. Powers is a grad-
uate of Ouachita Baptist University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. In his 30 years of ministry, Powers has
pastored other Arkansas churches at Harri-
son, Nimrod, Batavia, Grubb Springs, Ever-
ton, Bellefonte, Yellville and Prairie Grove.
He and his wife, Phyllis, have two married
children, a daughter, Sarah Andrews, and a
son, Phillip Powers. They also have two
grandchildren.

Huel Moseley

has resigned from the staff of Marianna
First Church to become associate professor
in Christian Education with Mid-America
Seminary.

Ron Malone

is serving as full-time pastor of the Turner
Church. He has been serving for the past
year as interim pastor of the church

Tim Porter
has accepted the call to serve as assistant
pastor of the Batesville Fellowship Church.

Nathan Lewis

has joined the staff of Clinton First Church
as minister of music/youth. He and his wife,
Cynthia, have an infant daughter, Rebecca.

Mike Talley

has accepted the call to serve on the staff
of Leonard Street Church in Hot Springs. A
graduate of Quachita Baptist University, he
will serve there as minister of music and
youth.

Talley

briefly

Powers

El Dorado Second Church

adults and youth will lead Backyard Bible
Clubs and worker training sessions, as well
as do survey work in LaPorte, Ind., July
9-18.

Hope First Church

recently voted to renovate their recrea-
tional activities building and to develop a
broader recreational program for all ages
of the church.

Fellowship Church

at Batesville celebrated its first anniversary
May 9 with a service that included testi-
monies and special music. Pastor Lewis
Gentry reported one addition by baptism
and one by letter.

Yorktown First Church

will celebrate homecoming June 13 with
former pastors and members as special
guests. A noon luncheon will be a part of
the day’s activities according to pastor
Dennis Tyner.

Construction at OBU

A construction crew busily works on the
$4 million health, physical education
and recreation complex being built on
the campus of Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity. The project is part of the school’s
Centennial Advancement Campaign
leading up to the 100 anniversary of the
institution in 1986. Pickens-Bond Com-
pany of Little Rock is the primary con-
tractor of the new structure, which when
completed in the spring of 1983, will ad-
join Rockefeller Field House.

DID YOU KNOW that Ralph W. Davis is
Director of Boyce Bible School and that his
office is in his home (not at Central Baptist
Hospital), at 2121 No. Van Buren Street, Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas 72207, phone: 663-40987

Letter to the editor

Opposes recommendation

My letter is to state opposition to recom-
mendation 4, Executive Committee’s report
during the convention in New Orleans,

idents of our convention and a woman as a
vice-president. This indicates that if a lay-
man or woman of this stature arises in our
midst, already have the spiritual

“Southern Baptist Convention Constitution,
Article VI, Officers. — Approve for the
second and final time the revision of this ar-
ticle which provides that either the presi-
dent, the first vice-president, or the second
vice-president shall be a layperson.”

| am opposing for these reasons:

1. Insufficient publicity was given before
the first reading at the last convention.
Therefore, | believe that this was hastily
rubberstamped because the messengers
didn’t realize the far reaching implications
of such a move.

2. Messengers have shown flexibility in
recent years in electing two laymen as pres-

June 3, 1982

insight to recognize them.

3. If we lock ourselves in to having to
elect a layman, we are going to be sorely
bewildered with the identity problem.
What pastor knows many laymen outside
his own congregation? As previously stated,
from time to time, an outstanding layman
may emerge, but these are few and far be-
tween. If any layman is nominated, most
will just have to cast a blind vote in order to
get on with the program. Remember, it is
conceivable that with such careless selec-
tion, this person could step into the office
of president should a vacancy occur.

4. Few laymen know the in-roads and
workings of our convention. With the ex-
ceptions referred to above, this is similar to
electing a pastor president of the American
Medical Association. There are just not that
many laymen in the know from whom to
choose.

5. | personally feel that it is a wrong
move to lock in our Convention from this
time forth to say that an officer must be a
preacher, layman, woman, a certain race,
etc.

I hope messengers will have foresight to
vote this recommendation down at it sec-
ond reading, and that we will continue to
trust our messengers to do the right thing.
— Bill H. Lewis, Bryant
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National, Southern Baptist women commit

The ‘oneness’ shared as co-laborers with
Christ was quickly sensed at a first-time
meeting May 15 of women of Arkansas’ Na-
tional and Southern Baptist Conventions

The 250 attending through joined and
uplifted hands, made visible this ‘oneness’
in a closing commitment service that com-
plemented the day’'s theme, “A Three Fold
Cord Is Not Easily Broken,” (Eccles
412)

The joint fellowship meeting, held in Lit-
tle Rock at Arkansas Baptist College, culmi-
nated three years of planning and prepara-
tion by representatives from the Consoli-
dated MissionaryBaptist, Regular Arkansas
Baptist and Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tions.

Mrs. Robert Dickerson, Mrs. Cleofus Lo-
mack and Mrs. Boyd Margason, presidents
of women's work for the three conventions,
shared cooperative goals in witnessing, mis-
sions education and mission action.

Informative conferences dealing with
mission involvement, Bible study, personal
witnessing, the Christian home, worship
and music, and prayer life were included in
the day’s curriculum.

The conferences were led by the Rev
and Mrs. Marvin Reynolds of Alicia, Marga-
ret Perkins of Birmingham, Ala,, ). Everett
Sneed of North Little Rock, Robert Dicker-
son of Pine Bluff, Robert Willingham of
North Little Rock, Robert Ferguson of Little
Rock, Grace Wiley of Pine Bluff and Mrs

ference
r of the joint

er's church situation
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by Millie Gill

|. A. Hogan of Harrison

Julia Ketner, Executive Director of Wom-
an’s Missionary Union for Arkansas Baptist
State Convention, presided over the meet-
ing. J. C. Oliver, president of the college,
gave the welcoming address

Musicians were Malvie Giles of Magno-
lia and Walter Edwards, Hazel Hynson and
Zelda Pierce, all of Little Rock

The necessity to unify and witness to a
lost and dying world was underscored by
keynote speakers Reynolds, Perkins and
Sneed

Reynolds, director of missions for Black
River Association, said, “Today, | urge you
to unite in a ‘oneness’ that will produce la-
borers for fields that are ‘white unto har-
vest’. If you unite in love, in your vision for
the world and in prayer, God will call out
laborers to reap the harvest.”

Perkins, consultant for Black Church Re-
lations with both the Woman’s Missionary
Union and the Home Mission Board of the

ABN photos/Millie Gil

Southern Baptist Convention, expressed her
appreciation for the willingness of Arkan-
sas women to join hands and step out in
love to share the name of Jesus

“Your salvation experience has given you
the freedom for this task,” she said. “You
are now rid of the fear, guilt and poor self
image that used to divert you in your wit-
ness. You are now equipped with an in-
dwelling Holy Spirit that will guide you in
responding to the needs of the world.”

Sneed, editor of the Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine, using the scripture text of
Ephesians 2:11-18, spoke on the redemption
and ‘oneness’ shared as believers in Christ.
He said, “God only sees two kinds of peo-
ple, the saved and the unsaved, when he
looks on the world. Our pursuit, since we
are redeemed by his blood, is to break
down social, economic and racial barriers
so that the Lord Jesus can be reflected to a
lost and dying world.” Sneed concluded the
meeting with the commitment service.

’ i

'}
o
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Beth Reynolds [left), missionary to Bot-
swana currently on extended furl
and living in Alicia, arranges a missions
display while husband Marvin, director
of missions for Black River Association
(background], goes over some.sermon
notes prior to the opening session of the
conference The p am carried an em:
phasis on missions education and mis-
sions action

ough
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personalities, (from |

ason, Margaret Pe

Southern Baptist students present gifts

The president of Southern Baptist College, D. Jack Nicholas, received a gift from the
graduating class of 1982 at a recent chapel service. The American and Christian flags
were presented by sophomore class president Jimmy Williams from Sparkman, Ark.

€ “

d the

Class officers assisted in the presentation. Vice president Connie Neal p

Christian flag and class secretary Kim James presented the American flag. The
sophomore class raised money by collecting and selling aluminum cans. The flags
will be used in the chapel, and on special occasions in the Southerland-Mabee Center.

S
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Southern Baptist seminaries
‘graduate 32 from state

3t

i e BB

16 Arkansans among Southwestern graduates

A total of 16 from Arkansas were among
the 450 graduates receiving degrees May 14
from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary at Fort Worth, Texas

Seminary president Russell H. Dilday Jr.
conferred degrees and diplomas on the
largest graduating class in the seminary’s
75-year history.

Among those receiving the master of
divinity degree were Kathryn Kem Bates,
Montrose; |immy Wayne Bates, Montrose;
Norman Lee Coad, Little Rock; Lindsay
Wood Crain, a DeKalb, Texas resident who
attended Ouachita Baptist University; Den-

Hensley

Masters

Phillips
Page 8

nis Phillip Gibbons, Pine Bluff; James Law-
rence Hensley, Texarkana; Stephen Doug-
las Kelley, North Little Rock; Roland W.
Loe, Camden; Don Bedford Phillips, Pine
Bluff; Rick P. Wolfe, a Fort Payne, Ala. resi-
dent with in-laws in Rogers; and Albert Lee
Woods, Jonesboro

Receiving the master of religious educa-
tion degree were Richard Wayne Caldwell,
Little Rock; Robert Louis Calvert, Little
Rock; Max Stephen Griffin, Lufkin, Texas,
with in-laws at West Helena; Rebecca Jane
Lewis, Bryant; and Steve C. Masters, Little
Rock.

Cosand

Hargrove

Parsley Sisk

Douglas Douglas

Criffith

McCinnis

Eight from Arkansas ear

Eight students from Arkansas received
degrees during the 22nd annual com-
mencement exercises at Midwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary May 15

Seminary President Milton Ferguson con-
ferred degrees and diplomas on 98 grad-
uates, for a total of seven doctor of minis-
try degrees, 67 master of divinity degrees,
16 master of religious education degrees,
and eight diplomas of theology.

Rheubin South, executive secretary of
the Missouri Baptist Convention, delivered
the commencement address.

Arkansans receiving the master of divini-

ty degree were Stephen W. Douglas, a grad-

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Moseley Overton

Thielen
Durbin

Suttle

Weaver

Midwestern degrees

uate of the University of Arkansas; Margie
Durbin of Altheimer; Edley Clay Felts, who
claims Arkansas as his home state; Bill Grif-
fith, Green Forest; Edward Gene McGinnis,
Midway; and Mark S. Weaver, graduate of
the University of Arkansas.

Recipients of the master of religious ed-
ucation degree included Jenni Lynnn Doug-
las, graduate of the University of Arkansas;
and Michael Edwin Suttle, a graduate of
Ouachita Baptist University.

Mrs. Douglas, an Arkansas native, was
honored as 1982 recipient of the seminary’s
Broadman Award, presented to the grad-
uate who has achieved the highest grade
point average during $eminary studies.
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Arkansas students graduate

Seven students from Arkansas were
awarded degrees from the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary during the semi-
nary’s 149th Commencement May 21 in
Louisville, Ky.

John M. Lewis, pastor of First Church,
Raleigh, N.C., since 1960, delivered the
Commencement address to more than 280
graduates receiving degrees from the
schools of theology, religious education
and church music

The May graduates were the first class to
graduate under the presidency of Roy L
Honeycutt, elected in February as the semi-

from Southern Seminary

nary’s eighth president.

Arkansas students who received degrees
include the following:

Master of divinity — Larry Dale Cosand,
Bentonville; Robert Charles Parsley, Sheri-
dan; Charles Martin Thielen, Hot Springs;
Timothy Howard Moseley, North Little
Rock

Doctor of Ministry — Carl M. Overton,
Crossett.

Doctor of Philosophy — Ronald Douglas
Sisk, Pine Bluff

Master of religious education — Gary
Wayne Hargrove, Little Rock

Arkansan among New Orleans grads

Mike D. Ray was
among over 220 per-
sons who participated
in the annual gradua-
tion exercises at the -
New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary,
May 22. The total
number of graduates
for 1981-82 exceeds
340

A native of Cros-
sett, he has complet-

ed all the requirements for the master of
religious education degree. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny L. Ray of Crossett, Ar-
kansas. He is married to the former Linda
Frances Robinson of Poplarville, Mississippi

The New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary is one of six theological semi-
naries owned and operated by the Southern
Baptist Convention. The institution is ac-
credited by the Association of Theological
Schools, Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools and the National Association
of Schools of Music

“Why do pastors need a counselor?”

The answer to this
frequently asked ques-
tion is significantly
related to one’s defi-
nition and concept of
“counselor.” Some
view counselors as
advisors and problem
solvers — someone
with whom one shares
their problems and, in
turn, is given a solu-

tion McCriff
When a counselor is considered to be a
k ledg and ienced friend who

cares enough to become a helper, the whole
context changes. It then becomes under-
standable that everyone could find a coun-
selor beneficial

Wlich

among the factors involved. These factors
are also barriers to open problem-sharing
with denominational leaders such as asso-
ciational missions directors. Such leaders
may be considered as the pastor’s only re-
source in making a needed move.

Feelings of intense vulnerability will of-
ten contribute to withdrawal from needed
resources and the increase in emotional
pain. The Ministry of Crisis Support is an ef-
fort of Arkansas Baptists to provide an au-
thentic friend in an unthreatening atmo-
sphere to all pastors. This is not to suggest
that church members cannot be friends
with their pastors. It is rather to point out
that severe problems and personal crises
produce areas of unique vulnerability. In
such times of stress, an objective and car-
ing friend can enable discovery of available
alternatnves and needed resources

:

It is difficult for the pastor to ish

c ions to be

deep friendships among his own parishon-
ers. Fear of possible reprisal in forms of
economic pressure or the loss of effective
leadership by the erosion of respect are

used 2 anonymously in thh column should be
sent to Questions, Ministry of Crisis Sup-
port, Medical Towers Building, Suite 660,
9601 Lile Drive, Little Rock, AR 72205.

Page 9



Your state convention at work

Student
Scattered real estate

Recent visits to the Baptist Student Cen-
ters at Beebe and at Clarksville have intro-
duced some thoughts about the property
that is maintained across the state by the Stu-
dent Department. Just to visit all of the Bap-
tist Student Centers in Arkansas would re-
quire a trip of almost 800 miles, very differ-
ent from most other institutions, whose prop-
erty can be seen in a short walk.

Students often say to fellow students,
“I'll meet you at the BSU.” This reference is
to the center and not the Baptist Student
Union, the organization. Much of the minis-
try of Baptist Student Union occurs on the campus away from the
center. But the Baptist Student Center is an important support for
the BSU program.

Sims

Stewardship
Summer stewardship

Church leaders sometimes expect a decrease in their summer
offerings. Taught by experience, pastors and church treasurers
brace for the summer slump in attendance and finances. It is better
to anticipate the summer than to expect a decline.

Anticipation leads to planning. Faith is also a part of anticipa-
tion.

While people want to get away from it all, they cannot escape
the fiscal realities of budgeting. Information on income and expen-
ditures is in order during the summer months.

A stewardship testimony, given on a Sunday morning in July,
is as much in order as one given in October. Biblical stewardship

Vocational Guidance
Church vocations at Siloam

Arkansas Baptist Assembly at Siloam Springs has long been a
center for life-changing decisions among the youth who have at-
tended. Among those decisions have been a commitment to some
type of church-related vocation. Through the Church Vocations
Conferences provided by your state Church Training Department
during each week of Siloam, many of these youth have received
valuable, information that helped to strengthen their decision or
opened new doors of opportunity and awareness.

We have an excellent faculty already committed for the
Church Vocations Conferences at Siloam this year. They will be

Evangelism

The CWT training process
Each certified Continuing Witness Train-

ing i enlists two app ices to train

in wi ing. This i training invol

13 weeks. For the apprentice this is a time of

studying and on-the-job training in witness-

in;

This intensified study centers on the fol-
lowing subjects: “The Role of the Holy Spirit
in Witnessing”, “Giving Your Personal Testi-
mony”, “Approach to Witnessing in the
Home”, “God's Purpose, Our Need”, “God's -
Provision, Our ", “Leading to a Com-

Shell
mnment" “Follow Up" ”Dealmg with Questions and Objections”,

Wi ips” and “Multiplying Witnesses”.
Durmg these weeks of training, the apprentice observes the

Page 10

BSU is a rec d student religious or, ion on 27 cam-
puses in the state. There will never be a day when student centers
will be located on all these campuses. But state colleges and uni-
versities freely offer their facilities for meetings of Baptist stu-
dents.

Baptist Student Centers are located in strategic areas near Ar-
kansas college and university campuses. They provide offices, wor-
ship areas, lounges, kitchen and dining areas, prayer rooms, librar-
ies and other facilities that support the ministry of BSU.

Though visitors are welcome, few Baptists have seen all of Ar-
kansas’ BSU centers. Remember that Baptist Student Union is
more than buildings and property. Baptist Student Union is Chris-
tian college students gathering together in mutual support and
reaching out in ministry to the students on their campus. —
George E. Sims, associate

isn’t a seasonal affair.

The Father doesnt press his claims upon us once a year. A
church enc: in p when it distributes
tracts, bulletin inserts and conducts special studles on stewardship.
Colorful posters from the Stewardship Commission also serve as re-
minders.

The Tither's Commitment program is a good mid-year check-
up. Information on this activity is ilable from the S
Department. Budget deficits can be dreaded and endured or turned
into a challenge during the summer quarter. — James A. Walker,
director

teaching the new book, Pursumg GCod'’s Call Choosing a Vocatlon in
Ministry, by Felix M y. The ¢ e will

help youth interested in or commmed to a church vocation to ex-
plore available career options and qualifications.

Pastors and church leaders, you can help by encouraging your
youth who are interested in church vocations to sign up for the
Church Vocations Conference at Siloam.

For more information about these conferences, contact Bill
Falkner, Church Training Department, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock,
Arkansas 72203. — Bill Falkner, associate

equippers as they present the model presentation to lost people.
The model presentation deals with God’s purpose, our need and
God's provision, our response.

This training cycle requires a deep commitment from each ap-
prentice. Each apprentice is required to memorize the model pre-
sentation of the gospel. They spend approximately three hours per
week in individual study. This is in-depth Bible study and a study of
practical witnessing_skills. Each apprentice is required to attend
two and one-half hours per week in training session at the church
and out in the field witnessing.

Pastor, if you desire to involve your people in this type train-
ing, contact me at the Evangelism Department. We are planning
two or three national training in Ark: in1983. — Clar-
ence Shell Jr., director
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Your state convention at work

Christian Life Council
Line up

The judge had sentenced them to one day at Cummins Prison.
All were teenagers who had begun traveling a path that often leads
to considerably longer terms. During a recent three-hour visit with
Senior Chaplain Dewie Williams, the young men were seen several
times, usually quietly standing in a row observing prison life. A re-
turn trip would be viewed with disfavor.

Others also should profit from standing in a row observing the
futility of such a life. First, how about lining up our society’s legal
drug pushers. Let those. who profit from the sale of ethyl alcohol,
the number one problem drug, reflect that drinking was involved in
a majority of cases of those imprisoned. Secondly, it would also be
helpful for parents and grandparents to stand there. They should
consider that extreme authoritarianism or permissiveness plus a

Family and Child Care
Tuesday night on the mountain top

It was a time for celebration, affi and rec ]
like that kind of meeting, especially when those involved are peo-
ple | care about. That was the case Tuesday night as | attended the
Annual Achievement Banquet, Arkansas Baptist Home for Chil-
dren. You would have liked it, too, because you care about the
children who live at the Children’s Home.

Most of the children received a certificate for some area of
achievement during the year. Some had excelled in one activity,
while others had successfully participated in several aspects of our
program. Some of the areas in which they have been involved
were: honor roll, involvement in school and church organizations,
health fitness classes, outstanding high school senior 1982, Boys’
State delegate, WOW Club, Boy Scouts, gymnastics, etc.

As the name of each child was called, he walked to receive

lack of agape love early influenced for evil the lives of many incar-
cerated.

Finally, the entire Christian community, beginning with pas-
tors and deacons, should stand in a row and observe, remembering
afresh the words of the Master, “Go ye . . . Ye shall be my witnesses

.. (Matt. 28: 19-20; Acts 1:8).

While Chaplain Williams visited with the deeply impressed
youths, he asked, “Well, fellows, what do you think of what you've
seen?” Immediately one responded, “I want to be saved!” The
Holy Spirit still convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment to
come. Let us all be more responsive as instruments of conviction
while the Spirit does his work under all circumstances. — Bob
Parker, director

the certificate and was applauded by staff and peers. It was a good
feeling to sense the ing that this recognition had for the
young person being honored and for those who joined in the cele-
bration.

Growing up is hard to do. It’s particularly difficult for a child
who does not have the immediate, close support and care from his
own family. In a sense, Arkansas Baptists become “extended fam-
ily” members for the children in our care. You express your love
and care in many ways. Your positive expressions to them give
them encouragement, hope and one reason to achieve. The con-
cluding special music challenged them to “Climb Every
Mountain”. | only wish you could have been with me. It was a
mountain top experience and the view was refreshing’ — Johnny
G. Biggs, executive director

Royal Ambassador Song Contest

~

How To Enter

1. Submit a legible manuscript and cassette (ape
(optional) of your text to:

Royal Ambassador Song
Baptist Brotherhood Commission V
1548 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38104
. Attach to each entry:
Your name
Address % & s J
Zip Code
Phone Number including area code
(Self-addressed stamped envelope if you uesue
your entry to be returned.) X

Guidelines ]

1. Your text should be written with the Royal Am-
bassador Pledge and Motto in mind. “
ROYAL AMBASSADOR MOTTO —

“We are Ambassadors for Christ" 7
2 Corinthians 5:20. '(“
ROYAL AMBASSADOR PLEDGE —
As a Royal Ambassador | will do my best:
to become a well-informed,
responsible follower of Christ; J
to have a Christlike concern for
all people;
to learn how the message of Christ
is carried around the world;

to work with others in sharing
Christ; and

to keep mysell clean and
healthy in mind and body.

2 Previously published materials cannot be con-
sidered as a contest entry.

3.1f the deems no sub
sion worthy of publication no winner will be an-
nounced.

4. Do not copyright your text before entering. Win-
ning entry will be copyrighted at the time of
publication. The copyright will be held by the
, Baptist Brotherhood Commission.

s Enlnes will be re\urnad only when accompanied

6. Conlesl begins April 1, 1982. All entries must be
no later than 15, 1982,

7 The tune must be singable by groups such as a
congregation. It must be in a practical range for
young voice. For consideration the octave range
should be:

treble clef range should be space "D"
above middie “C" to fourth line “D"
bass clef the male counterparts are to be

observed —
third line D" to “D" above middle “C"

8. The melody should have some degree of repeti-
tion so that it may be memorized easily.

9. The plano pan should be simple enough for all

can add

notes when they play, but the beginner cannot
take away effectively.)

June 3, 1982
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BSU Contributions to

'I Thardd

Centu!‘_ﬂ(:nmpaign

Total cash contributions received in office of Executive Secretary of
Executive Board during the months of January through April, 1982.
Second column shows total campaign contributions to date.

The campaign will also receive $6,000 from a deferred gift. The donor
is retaining income for the life of the surviving spouse.

Total Gifts Total Gifts
Chaichl Year to Date to Campaign Church Year to Date to Campaign
Individual Receipts s 7,832.00 $ 156,925.26 Central, Bald Knob 396.54 3,017.92
Ark, Baptist Foundation 2,420.29 Judsonia, lst 2,996.96
S A Whitlow Memorial 1,000.00 McCrory, 1st 160.43 2,018.33
Huber L Druswright, Nem. 115.00 430.00 Morrow, disbanded 31,20
Russellville lst ; 543.98 5,848.12 Pleasant Grove 100.00 400.00
Rose Hill 60.00 Rose Bud 529.26
S Searcy lst 237.50 4,187.50
Tupelo lst 99.27 700.67
Brinkley lst 1,300.00 West Point 45.00
Clarendon: 1st 200.01 1,990.82 Royal Hill 50.00
Elaine ' 1,250.00
1 117.67 4,436.12 Carey
Bughes ist 200.00 2,750.00
Marianna ls 80.16 1,574.76 Bearden 1st 370.00 1,850.00
Wobt el 765.30 Calvary, Camden 1,329.83
Fordyce 1st 466.96 6,066.96
Ashley Hampton 1lst 2,850.00
Sparkman lst 100.00 1,350.00
Crossett 1st 600.00 5,000.00 Thornton 1st 50.00 717.50
Hamburg 1st 600.00 2,400.00
North Crossett lst 100.81 662,98 Caroline
Shiloh 39.97 600.81
Tesple 150.00 750.00 Biscoe lst 183.13 1,990.91
Caney Creek 265.00
Bartholomew Carlisle 1st 415.84 5,935.68
Coy 47.38 372.57
Corinth 192.00 Des Arc lst 3332 3,851.10
Ladelle 347.55 England lst 350.00 2,350.00
Momticello lst 60.77 Hazen 1st 203.27 2,367.50
1 483.32 6,28).24 Humnoke 1st 500.00
1,025.00 Xeo 129.87 1,747.11
Lonoke 50.00 1,800.00
Benten County Mt. Carmel 175.00 1,820.00
Toltec 224.36 2,266.67
Bella Vist 485.03 4.567.38 Ward lst 30.30
Central Ave., Bentonville 70.49 Wattensaw 129.23 1,382.96
Garfield lst 60.00 ¥
Lovell 60.00 Centennial
Pleasant Hill 40.08 422.49
Siloam Springs lst 15.00 4,529.67 DeWitt lst 4,000.00
Faith 20,00 220.00
Black River North Maple, Stuttgart 97.07 1,330.66
Reydell 100.00 1,155.00
Campbell Station 100.00 400.00 Stuttgart lst 624.00 10,124.00
Imboden lst 137.94 948.09
Immanuel, Newport 267.00 Central
New Hope 42, Hardy 50.00
Newport lst 611.94 5,884.72 Barcelona Road Mission 200.79 1,716.38
Swifton 600.00 Benton lst 7,700.00
Walnut Ridge lst 400.00 2,200.00 Central, Hot Springs 4,000.00
Southaide 75.00 Highland Heights 300.00 3,882.47
720.00 3,600.00
ckner 100.00 12,100.00
100.00 375,
23.36 306.60 Lakeshore Heights 60.00 ! ;:.gg
Fellowship 160.00 Malvern 3rd 2Q0.00 2,150.00
Bartford lst 500.00 Riverside 20.00 250.00
Haw Creek 99.87 1,356.00 Trinity, Benton 236.07 1,055.09
Longridge, Bocneville 140.00 Trinity, Malvern 86.65 "s19.90
Mansfield lst 219.82 2,120.06 Walnut Valley 98.26 765.78
Midland 1st 121.96 1,210.74 0
New Providence 164.32 Clear Creek
Pleasant Grove #2, Abbott 50.00 400.00
Waldron 1st 3,200.00 Batson 50.00
Clarksville lst 41414 4,171.67
Caddo River Clear Creek So., Alma 500.00
Concord 756.59
226.02 2,264.74 Mountainburg lst 66.00
175.00 Oak Grove 1,000.00
4 400.00 Van Buren lst 400.00 5,200.00
Concord
100.00 Concord Association 3,000.00
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Chureh’

Charleston lst

East Side, Ft. Smith
Fort Smith lst
Glendale

Grand Ave., Ft. Smith
Lavaca 1st

Mixon

Mt. Harmony

North Side, Pt. Smith
OCak Cliff

Palestine

Paris lst

Pine Log

South Side, Booneville
South Side, Pt. Smith
Spradling

Temple, Ft. Smith
Windsor Park

Convay Perry
Casa lst

Circle H Chapel
Morrilton lst

Nimrod lst
Solgohachia

Current-Gaines

Corning lst
Greenway lst
Piggott lst
Rector lst

St. Prancis

Dardanelle-Russellville

Atkins lst
Centerville
Dardanelle lst
Dover

Hector lst
Ola 1st
Pleasant View

Delta

Bellaire
Collins

Lake Village
McGehee lst
Portland
Temple, Dermott
Tillar lst

Faulkner

Conway 2nd
Holland
Pickles Gap
Pleasant Grove
Wooster lst

Greene County

East Side, Paragould
Immanuel, Paragould
Nutts Chapel

Paragould lst

West View Baptist Church

Harmony

Harmony Association
Anderson Chapel
Centennial

Dougl
Dunas 1st
Forrest Park
Grady lat
Green Meadows

Hardin . .
Immanuel, Pine Bluff
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Year to Date

66.68

774.78
624.99

200.00

140.59

494.35
81.22
203.52

46.03

448.49
170.00

218.05
74.66
315.74
122.62
20.44

500.00
123.52

180.00
40.00

875.69

130.00
109.52
142.39

196.18

750.00

83.94
357.84

Total Gifts
to Campaign

917.05
500.00

1,000.00
405.72
4,858.93
2,260.00
101.00

1,994.65
857.70
3,531.50
1,192.64
179.78
294.80
300.00

8,094.52

350.00
2,340.00
1,520.21
1,806.31

1,896.34
200.04
151.86

7,500.00

2,149.37

3

Church Year to Date
Lee Memorial 549.00
Linwood
Oak Grove €8.37

Pine Bluff lst
Pine Bluff 2nd

Rison 216.00

South Side, Pine Bluff 1,000.00

Star City lst

Watson Chapel 440.98

Wnite Sulphur Sprgs 258.72
Independence

Batesville lst 1,000.00

Calvary, Batesville 292.00

Calvary, Timbo

Cushman

Desha lst

Ploral 82.22

Marcella

Mountain View lst 216,31

Mt Zion

Pilgrims Rest
Pleasant Plains

Ruddell Hi1l 132.31
salado

Sulphur Rock 61.18
W ville 495.32

Liberty
Caledonia

Calion lst

Canden 1st 1,200.
Ebenezer 200.00
El Dorado lst 2,500.00
El Dorado 2nd

Galiles

Harmony

Hillside

Immanuel, E Dorado 1,259.51
Joyce City 228.04
Junction City lst 100 00
Liberty 76.16
NMidvay

Norphlet lst 100.00
Parkview 362.81
smackover 1st 300.00
Stephens 1lst

strong lst 489.61
Trinity, E1 Dorado 100.00

Urbana, lst
West Side, El Dorado

Little Red River

81.98
Little River
Ashdown lst
Dierks lst 57.36
Poreman lst 94.50
Hicks lst 66.04
Lockesburg lst 202.13
Mississippi County
Blytheville lat
Calvary, Osceola
Leachville lst 200.00
Manila lst 119.00
Osceola lst ¢
Wilson lst
Mt. Zion
Central, Jonesboro 600,
Jonesboro lst 833,32
Monetts lst
Nt. zdon .
Philadelphia 20,00

656.61
1,125.04

8,740.00
250.00
2,600.00
1,213.00
2,000.00
400,00




W

mﬂuw

Church

North Arkansas
Batavia
Bear Creek Springs
Belletonte
Berryville 1st
Boxley
Cassville
Deer

Bagle Heights
Bmanvel, Rarrison
Pureka Springs lst

Marshall lst

St. Joe 1st

South Side, Lead Mill
Trinity

Union

valley Springs
woodland Heights

North Central

Clinton lst
Formosa

¥
Calvary, No. Little Rock
Cedar Heights
Chapel Hill, Jxville
Graves 1
n Lake
Jacksonville lst
Jacksonville 2nd
¥o. Little Rock lst

Pulaski County

Archview
Bryant 1st Southern
Calvary, Little Rock
Crystal Hill
Forest Highlands
Forest Tower

Homes

Garden
Geyer Springs lst
Ismanuel, Little Rock
Lakeshore Drive

Life Line

Little Rock lst
Little Rock 2nd
Martindale

Parkway Place

Pine Grove

Pleasant Grove
Pulaski Heights

Shady Grove

Year to Date

60.00

365.19

50.43
263.25

733.32

77.67

€50.00

185.47
165.83

195.00

840.00
340.84
121.57
$54.96
150.00
150.00
157.00
804.09
500.00
400.00
1,250.01
$89.73

315.20

360.00

60.96
404.07

162.00
$53.17

182.84
166.68

155.16
25.00
1,333.38
320.38
205.00

111.90
290.83

Total Gifts

2,933.32

889.66
150.00
805.18
. 100.00
1,950.00

160.35
$11.16
257.00
150.00
30.00
325.14
100.00
1.395.81
1,904.23

11,910.47
2,161.68
2,064.56

1,928.84

170.00
2,187.00
3,852.79

305.06

25.00
14,015.00
10,800.00

2,267.46
3,125.00

70.00
1,825.13
2,417.26
1,554.00

2,638.55

Church
Red River

Arkadelphia lst
Arkadelphia 2nd

Beech Street, Gurdon
Beirne lst

Bethel

Curtis

Harmony Hill

Malvern lst

Park Hill

Prescott 1lst

Richwoods

Third Street, Arkadelphia

Rocky Bayou

Belview
Melbourne 1st
Sidney

Southwest Arkansas

Beech Street lst
Bradley

Calvary, Texarkana
Cantield

Central, Magnolia
Fouke 1st

Hope 1st

Ismanuel, Magnolia
Immanuel, Texarkana
Levisville 1st
Memorial

Shiloh Memorial
South Texarkana
Stamps 1st

Tri County

Calvary, West Memphis
Cherry Valley
Forrest City lst
Forrest City 2nd
Parkin lst

Union Avenue, Wynne
West Memphis lst
West Memphis 2nd

wynne
Trinity

Trumann 1st )
Washington-Madison

Calvary, Huntsville
Elkins lst

Farmington 1st
Fayetteville 1st
Huntsville lst

Immanuel, Fayetteville
Johnson

Liberty

Prairie Grove lst
Rolling Hills
University, Fayetteville
West Fork

Winslow 1st

white River

Cotter 1st
Flippin lst

Gassville (see below)
Lone Rock

Midway

Mountain Home lst

Hope
whiteville
Yellville

Special Church Gifts

Hopewell, North Arkansas
Osage, North Arkansas
Gassville, White River

Year to Date

857.09
280.00
174.46

85.81
300.00
233.31

200.00
60.00

798.88

20.00

200.00

461.40

240.00

286.87
385,50

340.00

60.00
1,152.55

222.61
238.10

100.00
119.20

74.55

114.80
935.32
69.62

217.09

(Not Endowment)

$67,729.18

Total Gifts
to Campaign

9,679.32
3

171.16
1,500.00
200.00

4,894.38

17,195.00
02

9.532.10
896.57

2,615.91
1,076.16
2,961.14

559.11

600,00
1,474.69

273.21
. 865.21
13,469.32
502.00
100.00
2,124.39

42.90
400.00
1,620.00

$954,435.37
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Pastors meet to master MasterLife

A revolutionary new Southern Baptist
Convention Program designed initially to
undergird churches with trained and com-
mitted leaders and then to multiply its
fruits eightfold every six months was intro-
duced in Arkansas May 17-21

Nearly a hundred Arkansas church lead-
ers, mostly pastors, spent a week on the
campus of Ouachita Baptist University,
wading through an intense 28-hour walk-
through of the MasterLife Discipleship
Training program of the Baptist Sunday
School Board.

Persons completing the course were cer-
tified to organize and lead six-month Mas-
terLife courses in their home churches.

The conference, sponsored by Arkansas’
Church Training Department, featured
Avery Willis Jr., former missionary to Indo-
nesia and father of the MasterLife concept

Willis described MasterLife as “the cul-
mination of about 25 years of trying to find
out how to help people grow as Christians.”

The key concept behind MasterLife is
multiplication. Learners at the weeklong
conferences are trained in groups of eight
led by “facilitators,” persons who have
been certified to lead a group by complet-
ing one MasterLife workshop. The facili-
tators work under conference leaders to
oversee small group activity, even breaking
down the eight into smaller subgroups

When trainees complete the course, they

June 3, 1982

by Bob Allen

attempt to find a group of eight at home to
commit themselves to the course. At the
end of 26 weeks of two hours a week meet-
ing time plus outside assignments, the
members of the first group are certified to
form new groups.

MasterLife materials cannot be purchased
except for use in certified courses. Certifi-
cation, Willis said, is the only way to guar-
antee that the impact of the material is not
watered down into a “typical” study
course. “People will try to make a program
out of it,” he said, “and it's really a life-
style.”

Willis said MasterLife affects a church
by drawing leaders into a deeper commit-
ment to Christ — initially the pastor at the
training session, then the eight leaders
chosen for the first sixmonth course, and
then potentially to every church member.
Changed attitudes and renewed commit-
ment by leaders, Willis said, will bear fruit
in virtually every arm of the church’s minis-
try.

The MasterLife concept was born in In-
donesia, where Willis, serving as president
of the Baptist seminary, found a short com-
ing in the curriculum. “We had a second
story education without the first story of
daily discipleship,” he observed. He com-
piled the original MasterLife in Indonesia,
and translated it into English while on fur-
lough in Tulsa, Okla. in 1977.

Phil Ayers, from Dallas Avenue Church
in Mena (above), jots down some notes
during a large group session. Arkansas
Church Training director Bob Holley
(center, left photo) participates in a small
group discussion on witnessing led by
Irene Barnes (right) from Tulsa, Okla.
Avery Willis (right photo) talks about
MasterLife.

The Sunday School Board adopted the
plan as a pilot program in 1980. Original
plans were for four workshops to be held,
and then to back off for evaluation. Re-
sponse to the workshops was overwhelm-
ing, however, and the board continued to
meet requests for 17 workshops in 1981 and
37 to date this year. A total of 3,100 church
leaders have completed workshops, and
registration for six-month MasterLife
courses in its two years in the U.S. is esti-
mated at 10-15,000

The workshop was the first in Arkansas.
Church Training director Bob Holley said
his department hopes to work the Master-
Life concept into its program by hosting an-
other workshop in 1983, hopefully with
some Arkansans qualified to serve as facili-
tators. In the meantime, Holley hopes a
number of pastors attending the Ouachita
conference will follow up by organizing
MasterLife groups at home

Holley said he anticipates holding state-
wide workshops for at least the next two or
three years. Then, if the program is success-
ful enough to warrant it, the training ses-
sions might by organized on a regional
basis.

Bob Allen, a student at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, is ABN intern for
1982.




Doctrinal unity, program unity rise, fall together, Rogers says

ROME, Ga. (BP) — Doctrinal unity and
program unity in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention rise and fall together, former SBC
President Adrian Rogers says.

“You can't have one without the other,”
said Rogers, immediate past president of
the 13.8 million member denomination and
pastor of Bellevue Church in Memphis,
Tenn, at a press conference in Rome,
where he was preaching at West Rome
Church

Rogers however, noted he |s in favor of
the d ion’s ¢
education and evangehsm e"orts but feels
it is “not only illogical, it is immoral to ask
a man to support with his money and with
his influence . . . things that are theological-
ly repugnant to him.”

Baptist Press obtained a tape recording
of the press conference from West Rome
church pastor Jerry Vines, who called the
meeting.

The Memphis pastor told the press con-
ference — attended by only one newsper-
son, Jack U. Harwell, editor of The Christian
Index, journal of the Georgia Baptist Con-
vention — that Southern Baptists “have
made a golden calf of the program ... It's
almost easier to be against the Virgin Birth
than the program.”

By program, he said he meant the entire
work of the denomination, of which the Co-
operative Program is a major part.

The Cooperative Program is the denomi-
nation’s unified giving plan, through which
the 36,000-plus churches support missions,
education, evangelism and other efforts, in-
cluding state and national conventions,
missionaries at home and abroad, theologi
cal education, colleges and universities,
hospitals, child care facilities and other ac-
tivities.

In 1981, according to the SBC Steward-
ship Commission, the churches contributed
$229,471,751, of which $81,685,873 was
channeled through the national conven-
tion.

For Rogers, an outspoken proponent of
biblical inerrancy (belief that the Bible, in
its original autographs, is without error), de-
nominational support is linked to conserva-
tive theology.

He said Southern Baptists started out,
“with a moderately narrow theology,” and
while the denomination “always refused a
written down, finely honed creed,” there
were common beliefs, such as “the iner-
rance of the scriptures, salvation by grace
through faith, the priesthood of the believ-
er, autonomy of the local church, baptism
by immersion of believers only, the security
of the believer .. .”

Alongside that narrow theology, the de-
nomination “had a broad program. Well,
then somebody said about 1925, we need
to narrow the program. So we got the Coop-

Page 18

by Dan Martin

erative Program. So not only could we
more or less believe the same things, but
correspondingly and logically, we could
support the same things.”

After the “golden years” of a narrow the-
ology and a narrow program, Rogers claimed
that “what we have now is a broad theol-
ogy where everybody is saying we have
unity in diversity. But the unity in diversity
is only theological, not program wise. And
so now the sin ... in the Southern Baptist
Convention is not that you be aberrant in
your theology; but the sin in the Southern
Baptist Convention today is that you be

“the best (solution) would
be to go back and narrow
up this again, so we can
say everybody more or
less believes alike . .. No-
body’s in a strait jacket.”
— Adrian Rogers

aberrant in your program, that you don’t do
the program just right, that you fail to sup-
port everything.”

He added the question revolves around
“what we believe about the word of God. If
we can't settle that, | believe it is the ulti-
mate cancer that will destroy the organism.
There are two different schools of thought;
there is a continental divide; there is an
east is east and a west is west. Either the
word of God is infallible or it’s fallible; it is
inerrant or it is errant.”

He charged the denomination has “many
professors who do hot believe the Bible is
historically, philosophically, scoenuflcallv
and theologically without error,” a point in-
errantists stress, mamulmng the Bnble is
without error in all of these d

narrow up this again, so we can say every-
body more or less believes alike, everybody
more or less supports alike . .. Nobody’s in
a strait jacket”

But, he added,
will ever happen.”
Rogers’ "nexl best thing” is “that as we
have widened the theol corr di
ly we widen the program” to allow freedom
of belief but also freedom to support or de-
cline to support the component parts of the
denomination

“1 would say that perhaps we could re-
move tension from our Southern Baptist
Convention if we would relax our insistency
of Southern Baptists walking in lock-step
program-wise,” Rogers said. “We cannot
put people in a strait jacket program-wise
and have an unlimited freedom theologi
cally.”

He said he knows his proposal “strikes at
the very vitals of what we are trying to do
because someone says the genius of our
Southern Baptist work is the concentration
of our efforts in our programs,” but adds,
“First best is to have a commonality of be-
liefs and a commonality of program.”

While Rogers says he does not advocate
changing the wording of the 1963 Baptist
Faith and Message statement in regard to
the Scripture, he did say the problem could
be solved if the statement were amended
and “just simply said the Bible not ‘has’ but
‘i’ truth without any mixture of error, pe-
riod.” The average layman wouldn’t see the
difference, he added, but “that is where the
theological fur would begin to fly.”

He claimed that when denominationally
employed persons sign the statement and
still believe the Bible is fallible, the “prob-
lem (is) not theological but ethical.”

Rogers commented that the 1981 annual

g of the d in Los Ange-
les “was the biggest head-on collision
we've ever had in the Southern Baptist Con-
venuon l do think that we came away

"

| sincerely doubt that

He said he would “fight, really, for the
right of every man to believe as he wants,”
and added: “I don’t want to talk too brave-
ly, but I’d be willing to die for . . . the free-
dom ... for you to believe what you be-
lieve. But don't you realize that when you're
asking me to pay your salary or else be
thought of as a bad boy, that you are forc-
ing your beliefs on me .. .2"

He commented there are some within
the denomination “who would like to put a
steel band around our dollars. They say you
do not have room to wiggle program-wise,
but we’ve got plenty of room on the other
side to wiggle theologically. And, again, |
say, what is sauce for the goose is sauce for
the gander.”

Rogers said if he could prescribe a solu-
tion “the best . . . would be to go back and

“He added he was “grieved, strongly
grieved” that SBC President Bailey Smith
was opposed for re-election to a traditional
second term, but added he thinks ““a lot of
the spirit of conviviality was due to Bailey’s
spirit of grace.”

While participants came out of the con-
vention “without being all bristled up,”
Rogers says he does not think “that the is-
sues were dissolved just because we came
out in sort of a nice feeling. The gut level is-
sues were not resolved, and | don’t think
that they will be for a long time.”

He predicted a large attendance for the
1982 annual meeting in New Orleans (June
15-17) and said: “I don’t feel the conserva-
tives are going to be asleep, or that they are
not going to be interested, that they are not

‘going to be there. They will be.”
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After visits, Graham, Smith see Soviet religion differently

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — Billy Graham
and Bailey Smith may have preached in the
same Soviet churches within days of each
other, but each came away from extended
visits with a different view of religious life
in Russia.

Graham, a Southern Baptist evangelist,
said at the conclusion of a six-day visit to
Moscow, where he addressed an interrfa-
tional peace conference and preached in
the Orthodox and Baptist churches, he saw
no evidence of religious repression.

Smith, president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, spent 15 days in four provinces
of the Soviet Union as part of a Baptist
World Alliance tour. His entire party of 34
North American Baptist preachers and lay-
man had their BWA allotment of four Rus-
sian Bibles confiscated at the airport upon
entering the country.

Many of the party also had their English
Bibles, commentaries and reference books
taken and Smith said he knew of only one
person who got his books back when leav-
ing the country.

Denton Lotz, the BWA representative on
the trip, had provided the Bibles for each
party member, telling them to place the Bi-
bles in their luggage in an obvious place
and they would be allowed in.

Smith said the airport security guard told

by Norman Jameson
him “very plainly” that “I'm taking these
away from you because Bibles are prohib-
ited in the Soviet Union.”

Smith and Graham will share the plat-
form during the Pastors’ Conference rally
June 13 in the Louisiana Superdome, an
event preceding the annual meeting of the
Southern Baptist Convenuon June 1517.

Olin Robi p of Middleb
College, Baptist minister and frequent visi-
tor to the Soviet Union, appeared on CBS
Morning News May 14 and said he was “‘as-
lounded" at Graham's statements.

who was instr I, with
former president Jimmy Carter, in getting
Russian Baptist dissident Georgi Vins out of
the Soviet Union, said, “From the revolu-
tion on, religion has been something to be
tolerated, tightly controlled and when con-
venient, used, in the Soviet Union.”

“Even in the Baptist church where Dr.
Graham preached and where | have preached
on several occasions, each minister has
been in prison at one time or another,”
Robinson said.

“| believe the Soviets used Dr. Graham
for propaganda purposes,” he said. “Dr.
Graham's presence is very important to the
Soviets. It lends validity to their enterprise.
That doesn’t mean he shouldn’t go, just
that he should be very aware.”

Political prophets needed,
Dunn tells Texas meeting

DALLAS (BP) — Christians and Jews
should take a prophetic role in politics and
oppose those who would relegate religion
to- the afterlife, according to James M.
Dunn, executive director of the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

Dunn cited the biblical prophets as mod-
els for religious involvement in the political
process because of their concern for how
human beings treat each other. But, he add-
ed, there is a shortage of such prophetic
voices today, even in pulpits.

“One can search the well-off suburbs for
a long time without hearing the ¢ P

and manipulation by political forces.

There is also the danger of “sacralizing
the secular or secularizing the sacred,”
Dunn said. “The biblical social ethic has
been largely ignored by the political reli-
gionists of the Right,” Dunn charged, add-
ing that in place of that ethic they have
substituted the credo of political right wing
extremists, making something secular
sacred.

Dunn said the causes of hunger, social
reform and peace need the attention of

political prophets. He cited another con-
temporary concern: “court- smppmg legisla-

rary echo of the prophetic note,” he said.
“Some weeks the only courageous, com-
passionate correction of oppression one
hears is from Bill Moyers on CBS News. It
ought not be so.”

Dunn spoke to the Religious Fauh and
Pl c d by the
Texas Baptist Chnstlan Llfe Commission,
Texas Conference of Churches and Ameri-
can Jewish Committee.

In his speech, Dunn autlmed several dan-
gerous of p g in
cluding a lack of specuflcuy, fear of contro-
versy, ignorance of the political process
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tion,” rep d by ¢ | amend-
ments to overturn federal court decisions
on school prayer, busing and abortion,
Such challenges to the court system jeopar-
dize the balance of power between govern-
mental branches, he said.

To fulfill the fole of prophetic religion,
Dunn said Christians and Jews must first be
educated in the biblical social ethic and in-
formed about the world and government.
Then, they must evaluate political policies
and governmental programs.

Finally, prophetic religion must motivate
political action and communicate its con-
cern to these in power, he said.

Smith, who said the Bible is the issue in
Russian religious freedom, said he never
saw a Bible outside aichufch. Pastors
wrapped their Bibles in newspapers to
avoid being seen carrying a'Bible on the
streets, he said.

Preaching in four congregations where
worshippers totaled 4,000, Smith said he
saw only three Bibles.

At the Moscow Baptist Church, Smith
preached to 2,000 who packed the aisles
and stood outside in the rain to hear him.
Yet, he pointed out after his return, permis-
sion to worship is not the same as freedom
to worship.

In one church where 500 attended, Smith
said he asked them all to recite with him
John 3:16, the first verse many Christians
learn from the Bible. He was chagrined and
saddened, he said, when no more than a
dozen of the congregation could recite the
familiar verse, “For God so loved the world

“I am more appreciative of America and
the freedoms we have,” said Smith. “I'm

convinced America is special in the heart
of God.”

A second group of Baptist pastors was in
Romania and Hungary, two other Com-
munist-bloc countries, at the same time
Smith’s group was in Russia.
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School prayer supporters pledge no New Orleans fight

WASHINGTON (BP) — Conservative
Southern Baptist leaders who suppgrt Ptesn-

by Stan Hastey and Larry Chesser

promise not to pursue any pet issues in his
role as chairman of the powerful resolu-
tions ¢ He said that while he in-

dent Reagan’s call for a ¢
amendment on prayer in public schools
said here they will not press the matter dur-
ing the upcoming meeting of the conven-
tion in New Orleans.

In interviews with Baptist Press before
and after Reagan's May 6 announcement
that he will soon submit such a proposal to
congress, Houston appeals court judge
Paul Pressler and SBC resolutions commit-
tee chairman Norris W. Sydnor Jr. said they
do not intend to make school prayer an is-
sue in New Orleans.

Asked if the controversua'i subject will be
part of his inerrantist group's agenda at the
annual meeting, Pressler replied, I have no
agenda — | never have.” Pressler said he
did not know how he was: invited to the
Rose Garden ceremony, attended by more
than 100 religious leaders.

Sydnor, who described Reagan’s support
of a prayer amendment as “one of the
greatest initiatives the president has
made,” nevertheless renewed an earlier

Historians trace SBC growth

CHARLESTON, S.C. (BP) — Southern
Baptist historians traced the denomina-
tion's rapid expansion from its earliest ori-
gins, meeting in the city where its oldest
congregation is celebrating its 300th birth-
day.

South Carolina Baptists and Charleston’s
First Church must be given an important
place in those beginnings Robert A. Baker
told the joint annual meeting of the South-
e Baptist Historical Commission and
Society.

Baker, retired chairman of the church
history department at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, was awarded the
Historical Commission’s first Distinguished
Service Award for longtime contributions
to Southern Baptist history.

Baker said Charleston First “was busy
with domestic missions before there was
another Baptist church in the South.”

He noted that William Screven “orga-
nized a Baptist church in Kittery, Maine, on
Sept. 25, 1682, and that he and his church
migrated to South Carolina in 1696 . . . The
best evidence reveals that Screvens
brought his church to Charleston in the fall
of 1696 where, after a brief period, the old-
er group of Baptists around Charleston unit-
ed with this church.”

The South Carolinians
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established

tends to work individually for passage of
the amendment, he will not ask the conven-
tion to endorse it
+ Other Southern Baptists invited to the
White House ceremony included Dorothy
Patterson, Adrian Rogers and Edward E.
McAteer. Patterson said she and her hus-
band, inerrantist leader Paige Patterson
have long supported the return of formal-
ized prayer to the nation’s classrooms.
Rogers, though invited and sought out by
White House aides virtually until the last
minute to stand with President and Mrs.
Reagan during the brief ceremony, did not
attend. But McAteer, who heads The
Roundtable and belongs to Rogers’ congre-
gation in Memphis, said his pastor supports
the constitutional amendment. In Rogers’
absence, McAteer was asked to stand on
the platform with other leaders.
Meanwhile, two Baptist church-state spe-
cialists |omed other national rellgious Iead-
ers in d ing tl id

t's prop

from site of earliest church

preaching points and missions, innovated
the “associational missionary movement,”
and made strides in Christian and minis-
terial education. In fact, the Charleston As-
sociation “became the distinctive arche-
type for the organization of the Southern
Baptist Convention in 1845, Baker noted.

). Glen Clayton, curator of the South
Carolina Baptist Historical Collection, said
it isn't likely that Southern Baptists today
would rally around one man, “even if we
had another Richard Furman or William B.
Johnson,” two early leaders in South Caro-
lina Baptist history

Southern Baptists have capable leaders
today, Clayton noted, but the situation is
vastly different from the days of Furman
and Johnson when cultural unity marked
Southern Baptists

“We are now diverse,” Clayton said, and
a once strong denominational loyalty is
“now being strained on many fronts.”

Clayton attributed the “cracking” of the
SBC synthesis, to stresses in the cultural,
denominational loyalty, financial, creedal
and theological realms. The greatest threat,
he added, was in what he called “ecumeni-
cal fundamentalism.”

“The evangelicals are trying to dupe
Baptists into thinking that there are no dif-
ferences and that we all believe the same

at a Capitol Hill press conference.

John W. Baker, general counsel for the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs,
warned that involving government in pray-
er would “trivialize and secularize” it.

“Truly voluntary prayer has never been
and could not be banned from public
schools,” he said. “What was banned was
the use of the coercive power of the state
to promote the religion of whichever reli-
gious group was dominant in a particular
school district.”

R.G. Puckett, executive director of
Americans United for Separation of Church
and State, said his organization opposed a
school prayer amendment because it
would violate the “spirit and intent”” of the
First Amendment and would prove dlvisive.

Puckett denied the claims of amend-
ment proponents that God had been
thrown out of public school classrooms by
the 1962 and 1963 Supreme Court rulings.

Puckett said it is “rather faulty theology”
to assume that God could be removed from
the classroom by the Supreme Court or re-
stored to it by Congress.

things,” Clayton asserted.

In the area of Southern Baptist expan-
sion, growth in the South from 1800-1914
can be attributed to several factors, includ-
ing racism, according to the chairman of
Auburn University’s history department.

J. Wayne Flynt, who won the commis-
sion’s annual Norman W. Cox Award for
the best article published by the agency in
the past year, said/Southern Baptists took
the cultural positidn on critical issues such
as race.

“They were no better or worse than the
Presbyterians, Methodists, village atheists,
Unitarians, and secular southern intellectu-
als,” Flynt said. “They both drew strength
from their culture and by their endorse-
ment reinforced and deepened its racism.”

The SBC today has some 600 black
churches affiliated and more than 200,000
black Southern Baptists (based on 1980
figures).

Other factors contributing to SBC
growth, Flynt noted, included individual-
ism, an appeal to the common man, and re-
vivalism. Beyond their cultural endorse-
ments, Flynt noted, Southern Baptists
worked hard to win converts, with effective
results . .. they (were) well served by bivo-
cational ministers and the ease with which
uneducated men could enter the ministry.”
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Baptist Congressman offers ‘middle-ground’ arms plan

WASHINGTON (BP) — A nuclear arms
control proposalZaimed at uniting Ameri-
cans divided over how best to prevent nu-
clear war has been announced by a Baptist
member of Congress.

Rep. Albert Gore Jr., D-Tenn, believes
there is acceptable middle ground between
those who advocate overall freeze and re-
duction in the nuclear arsenals of the Unit-
ed States and the Soviet Union and those
who insist with President Reagan that the
U.S. must expand its nuclear forces to close
a “window of vulnerability.” That middle
ground, Gore contends, could satisfy both
groups to make nuclear war less likely.

In a recent editorial, the Boston Globe
concurred, stating Gore’s plan “wouldn’t
create an ideal world, but it would lead to a
much safer one.”

Gore’s complex proposal is the product
of a 14-month study gore conducted as a
member of the House Intelligence Commit-
tee. It calls for both superpowers to freeze
and then dismantle their most threatening
and destabilizing weapons — those capa-
ble of a first-strike against the other’s land-
based nuclear missiles. Gore contends it is
these “counter-force” weapons that forces
both nations to keep their nuclear launches
on a hair-trigger alert.

The plan also would eventually reduce
the number of warheads on each side to a
level half the number allowed by Salt 1.

The plan is intriguing not only because of

by Larry Chesser
its content, but also because of the reac-
tion it is drawing. Arms control specialists
in Washington and Moscow have expressed
interest.

Though expressing reservations about
Gore’s proposed selective freeze not going
far enough, it is a “step in the right direc-
tion,” according to an aide to Sen. Mark O
Hatfield, R-Ore., one of the legislative lead-
ers of the growing nuclear freeze move-
ment.

Gore told Baptist Press he has received a
positive reaction from Reagan administra-
tion arms control officials.

The Tennessee Democrat said that while
President Reagan’s recently announced
arms control proposal “does not appear, on
the surface, to have many similarities to my
proposal, | would not be surprised to see
the structure of my plan appear on the ad-
ministration’s final draft when the talks
have concluded.”

Gore said there are both “positive as-
pects” and “remaining questions” to the
president’s proposal which he described as
“clearly an o:nmg position and not a pro-
posed agreenfent.”

Positively, Gore said Reagan’s proposal
signals that the president has determined
that “arms control has an important role to
play in enhancing our national security.”

“This is a significant step for his adminis-
tration to take,” he said, “and itis a new de-
parture.”

New Orleans Seminary Adopts Record Budget

NEW ORLEANS (BP) — A record budget
of $5,189,045, was adopted as trustees of
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
held their spring meeting.

In other actions, trustees elected board
officers, voted to increase student matricu-
lation fees, approved building and renova-
tion plans and promoted two faculty mem-
bers.

William M. Hamm Jr,, president of Berg
Mechanical Inc. of Shreveport, La., was

elected trustee/president, succeeding Rob-
ert S. Magee, pastor of Temple Baptist
Church in Ruston, La. Also elected were
Dudley May, Baton Rouge, vice president;
Guy T. Williams, New Orleans, secretary,
and Frank W. Gunn, Biloxi, Mississippi,
treasurer.

The matriculation fee for each student
will be raised from $200 to $225 per semes-
ter, effective August 1982. The action is
similar to that planned or taken by all six

Religious publishing house loses Supreme Court appeal

WASHINGTON, D.C. (BP) — A nonde-
nominational, fund li ligi

society was conducting a commercial print-
ing busi United Gospel Press, in Cleve-

publishing company failed to convince U.S.
Supreme Court justices to review the revo-
cation of its tax-exempt status by the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

The Gospel Worker Society, organized in
1906 for Christian single women devoted to
gospel trict distribution and street evange-
lism, lost its tax exemption in 1978, when
IRS ruled it no longer was operated for ex-
clusively religious purposes.

At the time, IRS officials noted that the
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land, Ohio, in competition with non-exempt
cc ies in the religi li field.
Society records show that for the past dec-
ade, income has amounted to about $650,000
yearly, with an accumulated total of more
than $5 million. Society officers maintain
the money has been set aside for expansion
of printing facilities.

But IRS officials convinced the high
court not to review decisions of a federal
district court and the U.S. Court of Appeals

Though all the details of the administra-
tion’s plan are not available, Gore ex-
pressed concern over its continued reliance
on counter-force weapons.

Gore credited the “tremendous outpour-
ing of concern about the nuclear arms
race” by Baptists and other members of the
religious community with playing “an im-
portant role in convincing the president to
move forward quicker than he had plannd
to do and in convincing the president to
make a meaningful proposal and not just a
cosmetic one.”

With the emergence of the Reagan pro-
posal, Gore says the role of arms control
advocates is “somewhat changed” He
warned against pushing proposals “con-
trary to the country’s official negotiating
position” but added that “it is important to
provide a counterweight to those voices
within the administration who don’t put
much stock in arms control.”

He urged Baptists and others concerned
about disarmament to “maintain a high de-
gree of activity” on the issue.

A member of Mount Vernon Church in
Alexandria, Va., Gore cited the importance
of religion in shaping priorities. Pointing to
the “many references in the Bible to the im-
portance of peacemaking,” Gore declared,
“there is no higher priority for public office
than trying to prevent a nuclear
holocaust.”

Southern Baptist seminaries

Trustees voted to keep all other student
costs, including dormitory and apartment
rents, at the 1981-82 level

In addition, trustees approved the reno-
vation of one-third of the second floor of
the new Student Center Building to house
the program of the School of Christian
Training for the next four years. The partial
conversion of the building purchased May
1981, will provide five faculty offices, four
classrooms and one conference room.

for the District of Columbia upholding the

revocation. Among its written arguments

urging denial of the appeal, the govern-

ment noted that present society member-

ship consists of 23 women, most elderly

and living in a Cleveland home maintained *
by the organization.

Attorneys for the society argued without
success that its plan to expand printing op-
erations is no different from those of other
tax-exempt groups planning similar enlarge-
ments.
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‘Battle of New Orleans’ taking shape.

NEW ORLEANS (BP) — Pastor Ron Her-
rod calls it the “20th Century Battle of New
Orleans.”

Herrod, ch of Bold Mission-N
Orleans and pastor of Kenner's First
Church, is in charge of a “Baptist blitz” ex-
pected to bring 5,000 Baptists to the streets
of New Orleans on Sunday afternoon, June
13

“Qur goal is to have 5,000 ministers and
laypersons to disburse into inner-city resi-
dential and business areas for witnessing,”
Herrod said.

Two hundred trained group leaders have
been enlisted to provide orientation for
those participating and buses will take
them to their areas of ministry, he said.

The witnessing event will precede a Sun-
day evening rally in the Louisiana Super-
dome where Billy Graham has been sched-
uled as guest speaker.

Herrod said, “The temptation is for peo-
ple to come to the Graham rallv only and
miss the vi But the ion among

mission is “cooperating in an effort to get
5,000 persons to witness throughout the
city.”

John Winters, director of Louisiana Bap-
tist Men, said efforts are being made to en-
list 1,000 men from outside the New Or-
leans area to assist with the program

The schedule for the day begins at1 p.m.
with orientation of group leaders. At 2 p.m.
there will be training, instruction and distri-
bution of materials for canvassers.

Buses will leave the Superdome for the
assigned witnessing areas and team mem-
bers will be picked up and returned to the
Superdome at 6 p.m.

The Bold Mission Rally begins at 6:30
p.m. in the Superdome with a concert by
the Centurymen and Festival Choirs led by
Buryl Red. Following other program events
Graham is scheduled to preach at 8 p.m.,,
Herrod said.

Messengers to the Southern Baptist Con-
venhon meelmg m Los Angeles last June

I

apartment buildings, residences and busi-
ness places will provide the opportunity to
invite unchurched people to attend the
Graham rally.

“Among those who have agreed to assist
with the visitation blitz are Bailey Smith,
president of the Southern Baptist Conven-

supporting “Bold Mis-
sion-New Orleans,

Herrod said persons making visits will be
organized into teams and disbursed to vari-
ous areas of the city, some to include high-
rise apartment buildings.

Statistics indicate the inner-city has ap-

proxi ly 110,000 h holds. “Obvious-

tion, and Landrum Leavell i, ident of
the New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary.

Graham and Cliff Barrows have been in-
vited to participate, also, Herrod said.

The Southern Baptist Brotherhood Com-

ly the task |s enormous and the potential is
tremendous,” Herrod said

Persons wishing to parlicipa!e in the af-
ternoon witnessing program may contact
Herrod at P.O. Box 1357, Kenner, La. 70063.

HMB appoints 45 to mission service

ATLANTA (BP) — The Executive Com-
mittee of the Home Mission Board in its
May meeting approved 45 persons for mis-

John and Norma Ross of Renton, Wash,,
and William and Myra Mastriani of Grand
Canyon Arniz.

sion service, including 10 ies, 11
missionary associates and 24 who will re-
ceive church or language pastoral assis-
tance.

Appointed missionaries were Manuel
and Ivette Alonso of Paterson, N.].; Bernard
and Margaret Dougharty of Santa Fe, NM;;
William and Katie Duke of Shelbyville, Ky.;

y associates are Tommy Barton
of Fort Worlh Texas; Michael and Janet
Brooks of New Orleans; Jerry Geddie of
Harlingen, Texas; Kenneth and Fayrene
Grimes of Grand Terrace, Calif; Barbara
Harris of Richmond, Va.; William and Vivi-
an Tua of Hillsboro, Texas, and Dennis and
Sheila Watson of Brooks, Ca.

Baptist hymnody symposium set

NEW ORLEANS — A symposium on
Baptist hymnody is being planned at New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary for
Saturday, June 12, the day befom the pre-

The program committee for the Sympo-
sium consists of professors who teach hym-
nology in three SBC seminaries. Hugh T.

“missions.”

William Pinson named
to lead Texas Baptists

by Orville Scott

DALLAS (BP) . —
William M. Pinson |r.,
president of Golden
Gate Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, has
been unanimously
elected executive di-
rector of the 2.2 mil-
lion member Baptist

General Convention
of Texas.

Pinson, 47, will Pinson
succeed James H.

Landes, 69, who retires this year after hav-
ing been Texas Baptists’ highest administra-
tive leader since 1974. Pinson will be execu-
tive director-elect until Jan. 1. He will join
the BGCT July 1.

Search committee chairman Dewey Pres-
ley said the committee considered more
than 100 individuals

Pinson said he accepted the post be-
cause it is “a continuation of my call to
He said among his goals for Tex-
as Baptists is “the need to major on new
church starts for reaching the cities. He
also noted there is a need to reach out to
all | groups and pledged that “in
all things, | will stress the unity of the con-
vention.”

As executive, Pinson will be coordinator
and liaison between the executive board
and 23 colleges, hospitals and childrens’
homes, plus state, home and foreign mis-
sion programs supported by the 4,500
Southern Baptist churches and missions
through the Cooperative Program. The 1982
Texas Cooperative Program budget is $45.4
million.

Pinson was named pre¢ldent of Golden
Gate seminary in 1977, after two years as
pastor of First Church of Wichita Falls, Tex-
as. From 1963 to 1977, he was professor of
Christian ethics at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas,
and was associate secretary of the Texas
Baptist Christian Life Commission from
1957 to 1963.

See Passion Play
of Christ’s life on earth

Internationally acclaimed outdoor drama.
szu the many local attractions of “Little

McElrath, South Baptist . Theological

SBC conf his

focusing on Baptist u-admons of congrega-
tional song will include presentations of re-
cent research in this field, panel discussion,
and an old fashioned sacred harp sing in-
cluding dinner on the grounds. A special
feature of the symposium will be an exhibit
of historic Baptist hymnals.
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Seminary; William ). Reynolds, Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary; and Har-
ry Eskew, New Orleans Baptist Theological

inary. Further i ion on the Sym-
posium may be obtained from Professor
Harry Eskew, New Orleans Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary, 3939 Gentilly Boulevard,
New Orleans, Louisiana 70126.

land” and take a scenic train ride.
“AAA" rated. Heated pool. Several large
new rooms ideal for church groups. For
brochure, church and group rates write:
Swiss Village Motel, Rt. 1, Box 5, Eu-
reka Springs, Ark. 72632, or call (501)
l'21539541. Jack and Mae Rush, your
0sts.
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Lessons for Iiving

June 6, 1982

International
Mary: A woman
favored by God

by Lynwood Henderson, Calvary Church
of West Memphis

Basic passage: Luke 1-2; John 2:1-12; 19:25-27
Focal passage: Luke 1:26-38; John 19:25-27
Central truth: Persons who are submissive
and willing will be used of God in the work-
ing out of his purpose.

1. God communicates his will. “If only |
knew what to do” is a commonly heard la-
ment. Yet, for the Christian, there should al-
ways be that calm assurance of God's lead-
ership in whatever we do. God may not
send Gabriel (as he did to Mary) and he
might not speak through a donkey (as he
did Balaau’s), but he will direct our lives
into areas of service to others and to him as
we are open to his call. An old gospel song
says, “I'll be somewhere listening for my
Lord.” It is highly probable that, when we
don’t discern God'’s purpose in our lives, it's
because we're just not listening.

2. God ¢ our

Mary had many questions about how God
would accomplish what he said would hap-
pen. It's highly unlikely that she had any
better understanding of the process even
after she was told how it would occur. The
assurance was given her that it was not a
great performance that was expected of her
but a great faith. “With God nothing shall
be impossible,” she was told, and that
seemed to be enough to help her say, “I;ll
leave it in his hands.”

3. God consumates his purpose. She was
“blessed,” she was “highly favored,” yet
she suffered heartbreak at the foot of the
cross. Perhaps still not fully understanding
all those things she had so long hid in her
heart, she yet was there. The promise had
been claimed by her faith. Her commit-
ment, “be it unto me according to thy
word,” now found security in the protec-
tion of the one provided by God to be as a
son to her.

Conclusion: God reveals his purpose to
us as we are open to such . He

Life and Work

Provision for the poor

by Jimmy W. Anderson, First Church of
Leachville

Basic passage: Deuteronomy 15:1-18;
23:15-25

Focal passage: Deuteronomy 15:1-5a, 7-11a;
23:24-25

Central truth: God's care for the poor in-
volves our providing for their needs.

Care for the poor is to be based on stew-
ardship. Christian stewardship is based upon
our belief that God is the owner of every-
thing. We are stewards of what we possess.
It is more than accident that care for the
poor follows a section on tithing. Part of
your responsibility to God is caring for the
poor.

It is God's desire that there be no poor (v.
4). His plan for abolishing debts every sev-
enth year and allocating the second harvest
for them are designed to eliminate poverty.
God is wise and knows that the poor are a
permanent part of society (v. 11; Matt.
26:11).

Our hearts are not to become hard in
helping the poor (v. 7). We are to be gener-
ous in our help to those in need. Our assis-
tance is to be sufficient for their need what-
ever it might be. Our giving is to be without
limits. When we give in this spirit and man-
ner, we have the promise of God's blessing.

The child of God is not to be demanding
of everything that is rightfully his (23:24).
The hungry are to be allowed to eat from
the field as their need dictates. Provision
for the poor included leaving the second
harvest for them, forgotten sheaves (24:19),
and the edges of the field for them to har-
vest (23:20).

The poor have responsibilities in this
matter also. They are prohibited from tak-
ing more than they need. No grain or grapes
could be carried from the field (23:24-25).
They were to work for what they received.
Grain, olives and grapes were left for them
to harvest.

lesson treatment Is based on the Life and Work Cur-

riculum for Southern Baptist copyright by the Sun-
day School Board of the Southem t Convention.
rights reserved. Used by permission.

provides the means to accomplish that pur-
pose. He always brings to completion that
which he begins in us.

The lesson treatment m- International Bible
Louvan for Chatatian m “z
the Intemational Council of Eouwlon Uudbypom\h

World’s Fair lodging
Reasonable rates, 1 & 2-bedroom
furnished apts. — A tions for four

to 34, eight miles from fair. Phone: (615)
693-9406.

LEE CLEMENTS

home phone (501) 835-2054
DAVID CLEMENTS

home phone (501) 835-9265

x Specialists

e in Church

g Construction
Finalncing

CORPORATION available

6160 Getty Drive

+North Little Rock, Ark. 72117
Phone 501-835-8037

Bible Book
Absalom’s death

and David’s grief

by Charles Chesser, First Church, Carlisle
Basic passage: 1l Samuel 17:1-18:33

Focal passage: 1l Samuel 18:1, 5-9, 14-15, 17,
33

Central truth: Absalom losing his life and
David losing his son emphasize the fact that
there are no winners in wars and family
feuds.

1. A political or military leader is usually
no stronger than the wisdom and loyalty of
those who advise and support him. Hushai
advised Absalom while his heart and loyal-
ty were with David. Ahithophel’s good mili-
tary strategy was refused by Absalom while
Hushai's was accepted. This wounded the
pride of Ahithophel and he committed sui-
cide. Perhaps he saw that the course Absa-
lom was following would lead to defeat (11
Samuel 17:1-23).

2. Even so-called “little people” make
substantial contributions to worthy causes
While David was at Mahaniam a group of
supporters brought life-sustaining supplies
— food, bedding and other practical items
(17:27-29). Such things are as essential for
the life and success of an army as military
supplies

3. Justice with mercy wins over injustice
with vengeance. David was occupying the
office given him by divine appointment.
Absalom, driven by hate and blind ambi-
tion, sought to usurp the throne at the sacri-
fice of his father, God's anointed. David in-
structed his men to “deal gently with
the young man, even with Absalom” (18:5).

4. A fathers grief is dramatically ex-
pressed: “O my son Absalom, my son, my
son Absalom! would God | had died for
thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (18:33).
Absalom was willing to destroy his father,
but his father was willing to die for him.
This reminds us of our Lord who was willing
to die for a world that was willing to crucify
him! We wonder, too, if David thought
back to a time when, if he had lived right,
perhaps none of this would have happened.

lesson treatment is based on the Bible Book

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We belleve we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556
Route 2, Box 150A
Gurdon, Ark. 71743
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DID YOU KNOW that there are four reg-
ular terms of eight weeks each and extra

}” terms in January and June of three
weeks each at Boyce Bible School?

Write for tree

BAPTISMAL
POOLS
FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS

(615) 875-0679
3511 HIXSON PIKE, CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

Factory Representatives
Located Nationwide
OVERNOLTZER
CHURCH FURNITURE, INC.
P O BOX 4039 » MODESTO. CA 95352
CALL TOLL FREE ($00) J44-7162

BUS TOUR Sept. 16-25

Passenger Visit Workd's Fair, Knaxville, TN , Colonial Williamsburg., Va

Washington D.C. Total $650 00

Van For free brochure, phone Of wite
RALPH'S TRAVEL CLUB
PO Box 914, N. Littie Rock, AR 72115
headquarters Phone 7538260

Nice late models Tour under the management of Jefferson Tours, Littie

Rock, Ark. MC 1 30016-Sud 1

to15p g it

Speclal ;;rices to churches

QU LITY: - o
AUTO SALES
(501) 268-4490
1500 E. Race, Searcy, Ark. 72143

Wholesale
Restqurcnt. deli and concession equip-
ment: jce machines, dishwashers. ranges.,
refrigerators. ice cream. slush and pop-
com machines. Aimco Wholesale, 2315
Cantrell Rd.. Little Rock. Ph: 372-0506 or
1-800-482-9026.

Lodging and meals
church and school groups

for

The 1982 World's Fair

in Knoxville, Tenn.
May-October 1382
at a price
ch can afford
write or call

Sweetwater, Tenn. 37874

Telephone: 615-337-7187

~
BUILDING. . .
BUILDING. . .
BUILDING. . .

Church Pews & Pulpit
Furniture, Laminated

Arf.hos, Decking K

BAPTISTRIES
& BAPTISTRY
HEATERS

Manu/;zt/uriag @,

P.O Box 695 - Fifth and Vine
North Little Rock. Arkomses 72115
k (501) 374-6008
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“ONCE SAVED,
ALWAYS SAFE”

This book has four cmpxm A Child of God Can
of God Should Live Holy,""

*“Saved Peopie Do
Saved Person Sins?" Send a dollar bill and receive this
“When & New World
Begins,” *'Heaven, Hell and Salvation,"" *“The Blessed
Hope of Christ’s Return™ and “'Do We Live After
Death?" Full-length Bible messages! ALL fire books
for only $1.00! Send this ad and & dollar bill with your
ame and address to:

JOHN L. BRAY, Dept. AR
P.O. Box 1778
Lakeland, Florida 33802

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES, INC.
Box nso Danville, VA 24541
1 In VA W) "7 32 1

Evangelistic messages by SBC
President Bailey E. Smith— REAL
REVIVAL PREACHING

$6.95

LITTLE GIANT

he name 10 remembet 101

FIBERGMSS BAPTISTRIES

STEEPLES—CROSSES

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO., INC.
Dept. 27/Box 518/ Orange, Texas 77630
IN TEXAS: (713) 883-4246

—
CHURCH FURNITURE
& STAINED GLASS

LYNCHBURG. VIRGINIA

cAmericas

Foremost Name

Area Hepresentative
RON DODD
1745 East Lakewood
Springfield, Mo. 65807
417/883-7943
Call Toll Free  800-446-0945

Inspirational sermons for walk-
ing in God's will by H. Edwin
Young, SBC President of
Pastors’ Conference—A WIN-
NING WALK

paperback, $4.95

Al your Baplist Book Store

ROADMAN
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One reward of the passing years
is summarized in a word

That's why we encourage you to take
advantage of the 5 unique ways we
serve you, who serve the Lord.

1. We're Southern Baptist: We are
you. In Christian fellowship and faith.
We work for you and your church. We
support you in your ministry for our
Lord.

2. We're a financial resource: We
have the expertise and the plans to
enable you to prepare for tomorrow
through the use of sound retirement and
insurance programs.

3. We're good stewards: It’s His
financial resources for your lifetime. We
manage the funds we hold in trust with
Christian concem. We take the
protection of your future seriously.

4. We're responsive: .. . to your likes
and dislikes. We want to meet your
needs. We want to provide programs
needed to meet the demands of our
changing economy. To do this, we have
established a Voluntary Annuity Plan
that allows voluntary, tax-deductible
retirement contributions. We are offering
a Short Term Fund that consists of
investments in short-term money
market instruments. We start by helping
free you of future financial worry. So,
you see, we are your captive audience.

5. We're committed: We're
committed to providing you life,
disability and medical insurance plans
that will protect you and your loved
ones adequately. We're committed to
offering you a retirement program with

OPPORTUNITY

financial security that will enable you to
continue to serve the Lord in retirement.

Five ways we try to help you plan for
your future.

For more information. ..

Contact your state annuity secretary or call
TOLL FREE: 1-800-527-9003 or
1-800-527-9010

TEXAS RESIDENTS CALL: 1-800-442-7053

A

Annuity Bonnéof the

n ion

511 North Akard Building
Dallas, TX 75201
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What's It All About?

Qutcomes in a church

What are some of the objectives that a
church can expect to accomplish through
participation in the 8.5 by 85 growth empha-
sis? What are the expected outcomes in a
participating church?

First, a church engages in goal setting and
planning for growth. Sunday Schools do not
grow without prior planning.

Planning for growth in Sunday School can
best be done by using the 1982-83 Sunday
School Plan Book. This book has been pro-
vided free through your associational Sun-
day School (ASSIST) director. Contact your
associational office for information on where
and when each church Sunday School direc-
tor will receive his free copy of this book.
Hopefully, the Guidebook will be interpre-
ted in an Associational Church Growth
Workshop this summer or early fall. The
Guidebook will be available to directors in
this meeting. The books were recently deliv-
ered to associational Sunday School direc-
tors at the State Church Growth Conference,
May 34, at Park Hill Church, North Little
Rock. The associations which were not pres-
ent will receive these books for distribution
the latter part of May or early June.

Planning should include goal setting and a
project to help reach the goal. One way a
church could set a numerical growth goal is
to determine to do its proportionate share of
the total SBC goal. The total SBC goal is im-
portant in helping a single church know
what its part of the total goal may be. In Ar-
kansas the proportionate goal is for each
Sunday School to add a net gain of one new
member for each 43 members enrolled. Sim-
ply divide your enrollment by 43 and the an-
swer represents a fair and reasonable net
gain for each year through 1985. It is impor-
tant that all the churches, large and small, set
their own goals and work to reach them.

To help reach the goal, the state Sunday
School department will assist the churchs in
an 8.5 Enroll C ign. This e
is available primarily thmugh the associa-
tional Sunday School director and the direc-
tor of missions (or moderator) in coopera-
tion with the state Sunday School depart-

b
Now hear this. For involvement in an as-
iational enrollment there is fi-
nancial assistance available from the Nash-
ville Sunday School Department of $1500. In
addition, the state department will assist
with additional resources and training ses-
sions. But, of course, we can't do it without
your concern and invitation. Our goal is to

by Lawson Hatfield

help 15 associations in each of the next three
years. May we hear from you?

In addition to planning and goal setting,
another outcome is that workers will meet
regularly for prayer. Another action is to
compile an accurate enrollment. Most im-
portantly, names of prospects should be col-
lected into a prospect file. A church needs at
least as many prospects as it has members on
the Sunday School roll. A people search or
action enrollment campaign helps locate
prospects.

Another growth outcome is to create new
teaching units in preschool and children’s de-
partments and classes in youth and adult di-
visions. New units produce more members
and more conversions faster than existing
units.

The state Sunday School department will
provide a new enrollment/attendance proj-
ect for the spring of 1983. It is new to the
state, but was implemented successfully in
Harmony Association in 1982. This is called
“The Way of the Cross” campaign (not the
same as the 8.5 Enrollment Campaign). Ma-
terials will be printed and available on a cost
recovery basis for every church in Arkansas
which wants to participate. We suggest the
six-week-long campaign be conducted simul-
taneously across the state starting on Sun-
day, Feb. 27, and proceeding through April 3.

An important outcome which will offer
stability to the growth effort is the emphasis
to be placed on worker training and the Sun-
day School Standard. Could you possibly
think of a more important outcome than
training in the basics of teaching and in wit-
nessing?

The Nashville board will give us a quarter-
ly computer read-out of the results in growth
for all churches in all associations. For this to
properly reflect every church, quarter by
quarter, the Nashville Sunday School Board
will provide quarterly postage paid return
cards for the use of the churches. Such cards
have already been sent to a select group of
churches (enrollment of 1000 or more) and
will also be distributed at the summer confer-
ence centers at Glorieta and Ridgecrest, Sun-
day School weeks. By Aug. 1 every church
will be on the mail list. Report postals will be
sent to the churches each quarter through
Sept. 1985.

Another positive action for growth will be
the statewide observance of Great Day in the
Morning on Oct. 31 in 1982,

Outcomes are important. Let's help shape
them. The key is 43.
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