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Big spenders
(From page 24)
they open a Bible.”

Baptist Book Stores seem to be getting
more requests for the large family Bibles,
many of these by young married people
who want a family Bible like their
grandparents had.

“It could be that the Jesus movement
among young people has caused this
returning to some kind of spiritual fer-
vor,” Graham theorized.

The number of young people who are
customers of Baptist Book Stores is
continually increasing, with most buying
paperback books. At the other end of the
age bracket, the marketing of large print
Bibles has caused a demand of other
large print inspirational books.

“Some managers report their best
customers are older, retired people,”
commented Graham. “We tend to un-
derestimate their buying power. This is
the first time some of these people have
had the time to read and to devote to
their church activities. We simply don’t
have the range of books to meet this
market.”

Children’s books are increasingly
becoming a part of the Baptist Book
Store market. At the same time, this 1s
often one of the first places the cutback
in the economy is felt.

“The Children’s Living Bible is still in
strong demand,” said Graham. The more
traditional type Bible story books are
slowing down while such items as the
Arch Book Series are popular.”s

In the two Lifeway storess general
religious book stores aimed at the “man
on the street,” owned by the Sunday
School Board, the demand is for family
oriented and self-help books. The Living
Bible is the most frequently requested
Bible in these stores.

Baptist Book Stores sales reflect the
general economy, Graham noted.

“People are becoming more
discriminating in the books they buy.
And because of the price of many of
hardback books, paperbacks are
becoming more popular.

“Some of our managers believe the
churches in their areas are really pin-
ching their budgets,” he said, “while
other managers say the churches in thewr
area continue to buy what they need.”

Even with the economy pinch on
churches and on the nation as a whole,
people continue to buy what they need
and want most. “Today is the day for
religious books,” one Book Store
manager said.

Jennifer Bryon is a communications
specialist for the Book Store division of
the Baptist Sunday School Board.
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N A smile or two

It was a muserable day and Miam
controllers had planes stacked in holding
patterns all the way to 15,000 feet. In the
midst of the confusion was a tiny Cessna
150 who kept calling the controllers:
“"Hey. y'll, what about me, up here at
9,000 When's my turn?”

The Cessna pilot griped every three
minutes, only to be told each time, “Wart
vour turn, Cessna 14G. ‘We're working on
it

When approach control finally called
the Cessna with the good news, there was
no response

Fifteen minutes later, the Cessna again
radioed: “Now!”

“Where have you been?” responded
approach control :

“Waiting our turn,” answered the 150,
“but we had to go down for a minute and
et some gas “—Dan Drummond,
Southern Wings

The sheik and his favorite wife, while
touring recently 1in France, decided to
send some gifts to three friends at home.
Sauntering into an art gallery, they
picked out a Van Gogh, a Rembrandt,
and a Picasso. “That'll be $1,600,000 in
American money,” the dealer told them
The purchaser paid sn cash and turned to
his companion, “Now that we've got the
cards, let's go get the presents.”—
American Qpinion

The bright young lady approached the
clothier’s counter and asked the clerk,
“What would you suggest as a suitable
rift for a distinguished gentleman on his
birthday?”

“Well, ma‘am,” replied the clerk, “how
about something nice n tiest”

“No, | don't think so,” said the girl
“You see he has a beard ~

“Oh, I see,” continued the clerk " hen
how about a fancy vest!”

"N-no,” hestitated the girl “You see,
it's a rather long beard.”

The clerk sighed weanly “Well, how
about carpet shippers?’ — American
Opinion

The owner of a store which had
recently been burglarized met a friend at
lunch

"That was a shame about the robbery!”
the friend remarked. “How much did you
lose?”

The store owner shrugged. “Enough
Rut it could have been a lot worse if the
burglar had broken in the night before

“Why so?” questioned the friend.

“Well, just the morning of the robbery,
we marked everything off thirty per-
tent “— Nuggets

Reprinted from “Quote” magazine
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ISRAEL,
Switzerland and France,
10days

Departure March 10
Tour Israel, also
s Switzerland and France
$1079 FROM LITTLE ROCK
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