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8. Mount ,.VernOn Baptist Associatior.

——————

bers present, immediately after the names of the delegates are en-
rolletf, which ofticers shiall pegform all dutics, respectively, usually
de\‘olm‘l ah such ofticers, and continue to exercise their respective
functions 'gt,nll they shall be superseded by a sulnequent electjon,

%, VFfie Clerk shall preserve a regular record Of the Assocfation
and have it present at the meeting of the body, and when. they va-
cate thedr oftices deliver the same, with all other Yooks and papers
relative to sald oftice, to their successors.

7. The Association shall regard the Churches as independent
bodies 1 all their internal affairs and exereise nogeclesiastical jurts.
dietion, or claim any leglslative or judicial prerogative over them:
nevertheless the Assclation may exerelse authority over its own
members, the represenjatives of the Churches, and power to with-
draw from all Churches which may depart from the gosp | as under-
staad and held by this boady by becoming either heterolox in fallh
or disorderly in practice. and should therefore recard the Churely
unlbtedd distigs Association with a vigilant eve for good, and may
give at Its own alseretion? and in its own way, advice or informa-
tion when sought to any Chureh connected with it.

% 1t shall be the duty of the Association to ascerfain the gen-

eral condltion of 1ts constituent Churches, devlse means 10 promote
their larmony and Increase their spirituality and etticiency. to pro-
mote the cause of truth and rlighteousness,

“. The Assoclation shall hold annual sessions to convene on

Thursday before the tirst Lord’s day in Septemberineach year, and
not adjourn until all of the business shial) have been reguiarly fin-
el exvept when circumstances imperiously demaid.  The place
of meetingshiall be determined at each previous session and pub-
Hsbed in the/Minutes, s

In. Laptist Churches not before unlted In the Assoclation, or

tury dismissed from other Associations, may Ig/ﬂ‘e\mitml as mem-
a-rs 30 this union on application by a writtén petition or letter
e nted by ane or more Messengers duly appolnted by some Church
or Chsrehes, provided they give satisfactory evidence that they are

ofthasdos I faith and eorreet In the, practice of the yospel
ordinances, . 4

1. Every minliter of the sospel (elther ordalned or licentiate)
whos: iembership is in, or who may be a pastor of any Church be-
lungi_m: to this bedy, shal] be ex-officio a member os this Associas
Hon with the privilege of offering resolutions and speaking. but not
of voting unless spectaliy delognled'by some Church.

12 When in sesslon the Association will be governed by ~uch-

rules of d\-mmpl as it may adopt for Itself.
@®
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13, It shall be the duty of the Churches, respectively, an-
nually to report to the Association their general condition. the
number of members in fellowship, the number baptized, received
by letter, dismissed, excluded, restored, and dead during the year,
and the names and postoftice addresses-of all ministers (whether or-
ained or licensed,) designating each, and also the name and ad--
dress of their clerks.  They shall also report on any special matter
equired, and send up such cuntributions as they may willingly
ibute 1o aid thg body to disseminate more widely the truth as
contained in the Iloly Scriptures ana the establishment of the Re-
deemer’s kKingdom on earth.

14. The neglect or failure of a Chuirch to be represented by a
Messenger or Messengers, in the Association for three consecutive
years, shall be cause to withdraw frum such Lhuth at the disere-

tion of the Assoclation.

15. This Association may correspond by letter or Messenger
with any other religious body ‘of the same faith or-order. ..

16. .\ Board consisting of tive members, any three of 'whom
shall ennstitute a quorum, shall be elected at each annual meeting,
whose duty 1t shall be to devise means to carry forward the ben-
evolent. objects of the Association, and the ofticers of, this Associa-
tion shall be ex-ofticio members of the Bourd,

17. The Minutes of the Board shall be publicly read and cor-
rected. if necessary, and then signed by the Moderator and Clerk
before the Assoclation adjourns.

1%, Any amendment may be made to this Constitution at any
mecting of the Association by a vote of two-thirds of the members
prosent, provided the same shall have been published in the .\sso-
elution’s Minutés of the preceding year. :
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