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The tenth.annnal session of Goncord Association
met pursnant to adjournmient Wwith . Grand. Prairie
Church, Frankhin connty, Arkansas, on Saturday, 25th
of September, 1880, ' “The iytroductory sermon was
preached by Elder J. M, Ledbetter, from Dgn. II, 45.

The pastor.gusd descons; of ‘Grand Prairie Ghurch
were appointed a committes on 'pmaﬁliug.

The evening was' occupiédindiscussing the tioubles
concerning Charleston Church, which involved the
Moderator of this body. The constitution provides
that the Moderator shall hold his office until his sue-
cessor is appointed and that done by ballot. A num-
ber of brethren took a different view and attempted to
oust him. Thus the evening sessionspassed and per-
manent organization ¢ould not be made.

Adjourned to 8} o'clock Mounday morning.  Prayer
by Elder Fitzgerald.

SABBATH EXERCISES.

Prayer meeting condacted by Elder J. Miller, at 10
o'clbk. The sekvice at 11 o’clock was conducted by
Elder R. P. Clabourn, from Luke II ¢., 14 v., and it iy
believed vhat the effects of that sermon will be realized
in eternity. After the sermon was.over, a collection
for home missions was takeu up, g}ﬁﬁng to nine:
teen dollars, and ordered to be plac n the hands of
Elder Lynza Patterson, missionary for the. past yeur.
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Benediction by Flder Espy. Preaching at the ehurch-
house at early candle-light, by Elder M. P. Early.

MONDAY MORNING.

Met according to adjonrnment. The Moderator
called npon Elder Neely Hogan to open by prayer,
when a disorderly mofion was made, contrary to the
constitution, to mzke Bro. R. H, McConuell Modera-
tor for the present session. The Moderator did ali
he could to have the body move on in the old way
in peace and order, which they would not, and a divis-
ion ot the Association was the result. The Moderator
proceeded to organize, and reading clerks read l6iters
from the churches, and messengers’ names enrolled.
Next, elected permanent officers for the present year,
with the following result: Maderator, Elder E. L.
Compere; Secretary, J. A. Keith ; Treasurer, Brother
William Holland. It was ordered that if any of the
ghurches should desire to withdraw the letters put in
by their messengers, they have the right to do so. On
motion, adjourned tomeet with the Fellowship Chugch,
Sebastian county, Arkansas, at nine o’clock Thursday
motning before the fourth Lord’s Day in October next.
Prayer by Eldér M. K. Bitts

THURSDAY, 9 O’OLOCK.

Met according to adjonrnment at Buckner College
with Fellowship Church, Sebastian county, Arkansas.
The Moderator called the house to order. Prayer by
Elder A. J. Rippy. Read and corrected minutes.
Called for letters from churches not represented in ad-
journed sassion. Mount - ebanon and Fort Smith
handed letters, and their messengers were seated. Or-
dered that preaching at 11 o’clock A. M. be suspended
at ths hour. On motion, a special committee, con-
sisting of seven, were appointed to investigate the
Charleston Church troubles. It shall be the dnty of
gaid committee to investigate and ascertain the caunses
leading to the division in said church, and ®eport the
same to this body. by nine o’clock A.M. to-morrow.
The committee was then appointed, and consisted of
Elders - Rippy, J. J. Hollaud, B. C.Owen, J. N.
Pennin L. E. Patterson, and Brethren William,
Holland J. A. Keith. A Committee on Finance
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was then appointed, consisting bf Brethren Tsaac Da-
vis and R. H. Cook. Visiting brethren from other as-
sociations were invited to seats. Elder T. H. Com-
pere, of Towhash, took a seat. Adjourned one hour
for refreshments. ;

Met accovding to adjeurnment. Prayer by Elder J.
J. Holland. The Moderator then appointed the fol-
lowing cominitiees :

-On Education—Brethren J. A. Keith and William
Holland. |

On Publications—Elders M. K. Pitts and S, J.
Fuller.

On Foreign and Indian Missions—Elder A. J. Rip-
py and Brethwn Henry Mason and E. Baker. °

On Sabbath Schools—Elders J. J. Holland, R- 2.
MeAllister and Brother W. H. Davis.

On Domestic Missions—Elders L. F. Patterson, A
N. Pennington and Brother R. J. Mason.

On Docuaments—Elder B. C. Owen apd Brethren W.
D. Laper and J M. Dickerson.

Correspondence being in ovder, the following were
appointed :

Dardanelle--J. A. Keith, A.J. Rippy and G. H.
Council.

Wachita—B. C. Owens, W, D. Luper and J. J.
Tate. ;

Cieek Nation—A. J. Rippy, J. J. Holland, E. L.
Compere and L. I' Patterson.

Choetaw Nation—Letter.
~ Qlear Oreck-~J. M. Ledbetter, J J. Holland and J.

A. Keith.

State Conveuntion---Dr. J. F. Fuller.

General Association---L. F. Patterson, J. N. Pen-
nington, A. J. Rippy, W. H. Davis and J. A. Keith,

On motion, it was ‘ardered that the place of any
messenger f.«ﬂmg to attend the General Association
may be filled by those present Ordered, thas the
clerk write the corresponding letters. and p].nce them
in the h#uds of the mésseugers. On motion, adjourned
till 8 o’clock A. M, to-imorrow morning. Pms er by L.
F. Pattersou. Benediction by T H. (;ompere

FPRIDAY, 8:30 A. M.
Met acwrdm,g to adjournment. Piayer by Wiiliam
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Bridgeman. The minutes of the preceding day were -
read, correcred and adepted. Reports of committees
were called for. The report on documents was read
and adopted :
¢ Your cominittee recommend that the next session
of this hody convene with Cedar Grove Church, Scott
county, Arkansas.”
Béport on edacation way called for, read and adopt-
ed. Repmt
¢ It is clear to ev~ry investigating mind that all men
should he very freely taughtin order to a thorough es-
tablichment of the Christian religion, as well as a
pure system of free government. It is a pleasure for
us to say to the frismds of eduecation, and to the Bap-
tists of Northwestern Arkansas and the Indian Terri-
* tory,:ad ask them to make a grand rally-to aid in the
‘complétion of Buckner College. OQur ehildren are 1n
want of somawhere to be tan fv’ht We have that facil-
ity at home, if a small eftort be made. Mouey is ueed-
ed to complete said building, and relievesit of present
embarrassments. This nstitution is easy of access,
in the thriving town of Salem ity, near Fort Smith,
Arkansas;' is healthy, and distinguished for cheap
_living. All muste¢eme ap and-help. One do'lar frem
each member in Concord Association would nearly re-
lieve présent embarrassments and finish the house.
The poorest ¢an do this. Many can do much more.
We must do something and that must be done at onee.
We recommend the appointment of an agent in the
Association to 12y the matter before the Churchies and
ask all to help. J. A. KEITH, Chairman.”

A very thorongh discussion followed, resulting in
raising funds to aid in completing said buwmlding
amounting to near eleven hundred dollars.

The Cominittee ov Foreign and In(ll.m Missions re-
ported as follows :

“ We find it was made the duty of the Disciples to
commsnce their labors at Jerusalem. They were also
commanded to go into all the world and preach the
glad tidings of qa,lvatlon with the promise tha t they
that believe and are baptlzed shall be saved, while
they that believe not shall be dmnneﬂ and, “Lo! I
will be with you always!” Dear brethren, whax; is the
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record? How do youread? Isit not clear that the
Disciples, by some means, and we will not judge them
harshly, but think love for Jerusalem and the brother-
hood caused them to neglect the heavenly commission,
and God permitted persecution to arise, and they were
coinpelled to go forth for their own safety. Blessed
be God, they went, and Christ went with them ; they
preachéd, and men and women heard and believed.
Now, dear brethren, much has already been doune in
heathen lands, and many are rejoicing in the hope of
a blessed immortality. What are we doing? We are
but a few miles from the Red Man. Avre we trying to
teach him the way of life and salvation? Oh, breth-
-ren, we have done but little. if any thing, to’ better his
condition ! If we hope to prosper, we should ge and
teach'him, and obtain the blessing.
« A.'J. RippY, Chairman.”
The qurt on Domestic MISSIOHS was called’ for, -
and was as follows :

« Wherezs, Fhere exists gre.at deStltlltIO!l in the
bounds of ocur Assoeiation; therefore,

< Resolved, That we recemuiend the appointment of
a4 missionary, whose tield shall be the bounds .of this
Association. We further recommend that the pastor
of each church shall soliciv aid for support, when the
missionary meets with their churclies, anud he shall ~
report such aid. L. F. PaTTERsON. Chairman.”

The labor report is herewith appended :

« Labored 179 days; traveled 1824 miles; preached
153 sermons; baptised 42 persons. Recéived for
services—from Friendship church, $79.85; from Fel-
lowship, £5.30 ; Mount Zion, $2.50; (:rleenwood $4.00;
Indian Telrltor\ $24 60; Oak Gxove. $10.35; Cedar
Grove, $o,3o, Mount Plem.«mt, $3.00; S. J. Fnllex,
$1.00: J. N. Fuller, seventy-five cents ; D. W. Mullins,
fifty cents ; BE. Baker, $1.00; J, H. Snnth, 85.00; D,
Umphey, .200 F M. Smglel&ry B2.

The report on nominations was called for, and was
ag follows:

«To preach introductory sermon. Elder I.J. Hol-
Holland ; alternate, Rlder B. O. Owens; missionary
HEron, Eider L. F. Patterson ; alternate, Elder Jas.
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N. Pennington. W. H. HoLLAND, Chairmaun.”

Report on Sabbath Schools was cailed for, approved
and was as follows :

“We regard the Sabbath Schools as a matter of
vital importance, and on them, in a great measure, de-
peuds our tuture prosperity. As there has been s0
much said and so little done in this direction, we teel
at a Toss what to say further We would urge, how-
ever, the churches to organize and sustain a Sabbath
School in each church ; and we do alxo urge that you
you recommend our Sunday School Convention be kept
up and better supported by the churches. We ask
you to appoint some suitable persons to travel among
the.churches in said interest.

“ W. H. DAvis, Chairman.”

W. H. Davis and R. P. McAllister were appointed to
visit the churches in the Sabbath School interest.

Report on Publications was called for and approved,
and reads as follows:

¢« We recommend a careful and prayerful reading of
the Bible, also, Orchard’s and Cramp’s History of the
Baptists, Origin of Baptist, by Ford, and Baptist Suc-
cession, by Ray; as to periodicals, the American Bap-
tist Flag, by D. B. Ray, St. Louis, Mo.; Baptist Mes-
senger, Louisiana; also the Texas Baptist, published
at Dallas, Texas, b\' Elder R. C. Buekner. This would
be a suxtdble paper for our brethren to read,.aund it
would be very suitable as a_mediam of commumc"ttmn
for our Association. M. K. Prrrs, Chairman.”

Nominating Committee reported as tollows:

“We recommend for Executive Committee, G. H.
Council, Isaac Davis, R. H. Cook, B C. Owens, R. P.
Clabourn, A. J Rippy and J. J. Holland.”

The Tieasnrer’s repors reads as follows :

¢ For printing Minutes, $4l -30.7

On motion. adjourned to 7 o’clock P. M. Prayer by
B. C. Owens.

Met according to adjournment. Prayer by L. F
Patterson.

The report of the special committee to investigate
the Charleston Ckurch troubles, was considered, and
ordered to be inserted in these Minutes. See-report.

Elders L. F. Patterson and John Miller were ap-
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pointed to travel as Missionaries in the bounds of this
Association this year. Ordered, that a Sabbath School
mass meeting be held on babbd,th at 9 A, M., and the
General Association be invited to work with them

The report on Finance has been mislaid.

Ordered, that the Clerk superintend the printing of
the ’\Jmutee, and tistribute them pro rata; also, send
three Minutes’tofeach of the churches not represeuted
in this body, and have ten dollars for his services.

On motion. adjourned to time and place above men-
tioned.

. E. L. COMPERE, Moderator.

J. A. KEITH, Secrotary.

e —————

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE
—ON THE—

CHARLESTON CHURCH LETTER

We, your committee appointed fo take into consid-
eration the claim of the minority part of the once
Charleston Charch to be the legal, constitutional
church at Charleston, and claiming membership in
your Association ; also, to consider certain publica-
tions and actions pertaining to said Charleston Chuarch
trouble,report that we have had the samne under careful
and critical investigatwn and advisement, and we tind
in evidence:

1. That the txouble in the Charleston Church was
caused by the church relations of the then acting pas-
tor, F. L. Kregel.

z That the minority requeqted the Chureh to take
under consideration and investigate th= ¢church rela-
tions of their pastor, a'one, in reference to his pastoral
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and eofficial connection with their Chureh; also; at the
urgent request of ¢ M. L. Egglestou, w. H. Davi is, J.
F. Burt, J. H. Baker and others,” and sanctiouned by
. L. Kregel, a number of brethren were called npon
to meet “at Charleston on Wednesday before the
fourth Sabbath in November next (1879), at 11 o’clock,
to act as' an investigating and advisory council in ref
erence to the ministerial standing of our pastor, F. L.
Kregel.” The CGhurch was then asked to call a coun-
¢il for the same vurpose. Those eftforts all faling to
accomplish the desired object, and it being evident
that the majority would sustain the pastor, (as a test
vote proved), and prevent investigation, and not assist
in bringing out the facts in the case. As a last resort,
the minority withdrew from the majority, and claimed
themselves to be the regular and legal Baptist Church
- at.Charleston.

3. That said minority, in Ghurch e,a,pa(,lty, called a
council, in order to a full and fair investigation of the
entire tmuble

4. That full notification, with the complaints clearly
set forth, was served upon the gaid majority, with the
request that they meet and co operate with said coun-
cil. The council made the same request of the ma-
jority.

: 5. That said pastor, F. L. Kregel, was furnished
with elear-specifications of complaint agamst him, with
request to be presentand anawer to the same.

6. That said majority retused te act with said coun-
¢il, and refused to furnish evidenece.

7 That said council diid meet on the 21st day of
April, 1880, in the towun of Charleston, county of
FEranklin, and State of Arkansas, and eonsisted of 26
.in number.

8. That said council, after careful and critieal in-
vestigation, unanimously declared the said minority to
be the legal Charleston Baptist Chuich.

9. That said F. L. Kregel was received into the fel-
Iowship of Fort Smith Church under false pretenses,
and evideutly illegally. The false pretenses were that
he made the impre-sion that he was regularly dismss-
ed from his church in Virginia, by the presentation of
a regular letter from said church, as the Fort Smith
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(Ohurch Records show, and other testimony proves;
when the facts in the case are that his church in Vir-
ginia only passed and sent to F. L, Kregel the follow-
mng:

% Whereas, ¥. L. Kregle was, in February, 1870, ex-
cluded from the fellowship of Massaponan church for
unchristian conduet, *1i. e. fornication ;” and,

¢ Whereas, In a letter addressed 'to the church,
dated March 1871, he made full confession of his sin,
professed pemtence before God, and a sense of Divine
forgiveness, and expressed a des1re to be restored to
the fellowship of the church, that he might work there-
after in all the commandments of God ; and,

* Whereas, M. S. Buckley, professing to be a dea-
con of the Baptist Church at Fort Smith, Arkansas.
in a letter addressed to Elder Wm. F. Broaddus, D.
D., of Fredericksburg, Va., states that, having become
personally acquainted Wlth F. L. Kreoel and being
witness to his deportment during the months he has
been at Fort Smith, entreats that he shall be restored
to fellowshrp, “feeling assured that he would be of
great service to the church and people at Fort Smith.” -
Therefore,

“Resolved, 1. That F. L. Kregel, on the confession
made in his letter, dated above, be and is hereby re-
stored to the fellowshlp of this church.

¢ 2. Thatif Fort Smith, or any other recrulai: Bap.
tist eburch, shall receive hlm nto their fe]lowshlp, he
will then be considered thereby dismissed from mem-
mership in this body.

¢ Elder W. , Moderator.

“J. T. COLEMAN, Clerk ”

The above is a copy from the Church Record, ex-
pressing the animus of the church, and if my reeo}lec-
tion serves me aright, the resolumonb were sent to F.
L. Kregel,unaccompanied by any formal church letter.

|ngned 1 3 JOHN T. COLEMAN.

2. That he made the impression that he was a be-
ginner in preaching, when the fact is he had preached
for years previously

10. That the said Kregel snbmitted to ordination
after he became a member of Fert Smith G hurch,
thereby virtually saying that he was only a licentiate,
and had never been ordained before, he knowing all

L]
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the facts in the matter pertaining te himsell, and the
Fort Smich Cbureh, except, perhaps, two or three
members, ignorant of the truth in the case. In this,
he evidently allowed deception to be pzactlced on the
chureh and the brotherhood. whiph is a grave sin
against God, and works a serious injury to the canse
ot religion.

Therefore, we decide that I'. L. Kregel is not a legal
member of a Baptist charch in this country, and not
being a legal member, his ordination in that member-
ship is evideutlv illegal; hence ke cannot be a legal
pastor of a regular, legal Baptist Church.

We, therefore. decide that the minority of the said
Charleston Chureh, when lea"ning the condition of the
said F. L. Kregel, did right in desiring to get to a full
understanding of the whole matter, and also did right

. in withdrawibg from =aid majority, as soon as it was

evident that said majority would not consent to au in-

. vestigation of tha eutive difficulty.

Thercfore, upon the foragouing facts and conclusions,
we nnanimonsly decide that said minority is the legal
Baptist Choreh at Cbarleston, Franklin cotinty, and
State of Arkansas, and recommend that you so regard
them, and seat the delegatls represeutmvtha.s chureh

" in ypur Asgsociation.

t

1

In reference to the secomd part of our duty we re-
port: That it is in evidence that after the minority
had withdrawn from the majority, and declared themn-
selves to be the regular Charleston Church, that the
majority did pass the act of exclusion a gamst; a part
of the said minority, without nefification,except in one
instance, and without eharging them with anything
immoral or wicked. The fact is, the minority being
the legal churceh, its withdrawal from the disorderly
majority was, in fact, the exclusion of the majerity,
hence the publication of the exclusion of the minority
by the majority is a misnomer, & grand mistake.

It is in evidence that the majority did call a council,
many of whom were not of Concord Association, and
one of whom was Elder J. R. Graves, of Memphis,
Tennessee, who was an interested and personally
committed party, having ordained F. L. Kregel. know-
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ing his past history. He, by letter, requested that his
vote be cast in the aetion of the couneil.

It is in evidence that the council did refuse to recog-
nize some brethren, appointed by churches of Concord
Association, by the request of the majority and inter-
ested parties, thus proving that a picked council was
to be seated.

1t 1s in evidence that the publications caused to be
made by the majority in “The Baptist,” of Memphis,
Teunessee, by 1. R. Graves and others., and of one in
the “Texas Baptist,” by M. 8. Buckley, shamefully
misrepresented the facts in the case; and it is true
that Elder J. R. Graves refuses to publish a correc-
tion of said misrepreseuta.ions, and thus debars his
readers the opportunity to see and know the truth in
the matter, and by so doing proves himse If an intense
partizan.

Respectfully submitted.

A. J. RIPPY, Chairman,

J. J. HOLLAND,
g J. N. PENNINGTON,
B. C. OWENS,
WM. HOLLAND
LINSEY PATTERSO\T
J. A, KEITH,
Cemmittee.
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Aty Hackett City  Sebastiau 1 L@pem J Bryant’
Cedar Grove romlinson  |Sedtt #% |J J Holland M M Smith
Chalybeate Spring| Walnut Tree "|Yell {J Tate W A Duke -
Char n Charleston Franklin [H H Gorham W H Davis
Duccweek blue Ball Scoty J J Tate WTane
Feljoyship Witelierville [Sebastian |E I, Compere E T Davis
Hopegvell Booneville Logan B C Owens J N Fuller
Greenwood  Sebustian D L Moc.& J J Hart
Military Grove Sebastian |W Bridgman JN Grunter
Greenwood  [Sebastian (D L Monre. 1J D Bennett
Chocoville Sebastian (R P Clab G C Anthony
Hackett City {Sebastian !J J Holl J T McCollum
Caunlksville  [Logan
Towlinson S('ou; J eunington |J H Bregance
Chismyille |Logan I’enmnaban W H Jackson
Long Ridge Lovan H H Gorham J M Dickison
Ft. Smit @ Smith ,E L Compere ] Brown
Mt. Lebanon W tian 'J J Holland J Brown
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