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PROCEEDINGS. 

FRIDAY EvENING SESSION. 

The Sixty-third Annual Session of the Caddo River Association met 
at the Big Fork Church, Friday night, September 17th, 1920. The 
service was opened by singing and prayer. The Introductpry Sermon 
was preached by Bro. C. C. Roberts, using J~r. 8-20 as a text. 

The Moderator, J. 0. Butler being absent H. T. Howell was elected 
Moderator pro. tern. 

SATURDAY MoRNING SEsSION. 

The Saturday morning session was called together by the Moderator 
at 8:30a.m. After the usual devotional service the Moderator appointed 
Robt. Standridge, Henry Lawrence and A. H. Bell as committee on 
Divine Service. A call was made for the letters from the churches, and 
letters were received from Black Springs, Womble, Mount Ida, Mt. 
Gilead, Little Hope, Missouri River, Sulphur Springs, Big Fork, Pleas-
ant Hill, Mt. Olive, and two f~om Brushy Creek. · 

J. W. Hulsey, W. L. Compere, and Sam Sherman were appointed to 
read the letters, After the letters were read the messengers were all 
enrolled except those from Brushy Creek Church. There being two let­
ters and two sets of messengers from that church the letters were tabled 
till the afternoon session. 

The Moderator declared the Session ready for the transaction of busi­
ness. The next order of business being the elect ion of officers for the 
following year, H. D. Garman, Lee Sherman and J. H. Edwards were 
appointed as tellers. The election resulted in t he election of the follow­
ing: Moderator, H. T. Howell, clerk; C. C. Roberts, treasurer; J. W: 
Hulsey, W. L. Cqmpere was seated as a visiting messenger. 
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J . W. Hulsey was appointed ascorrespondingmessengertothe Buck-

1 lilt! Association. By motion the business session of the Association was 
ntljourned till 8 o'clock, p.m .. 

At the eleven o'clock service W. L. Compere preached a powerful 
tormon from Romans 8-28 as a text. 

SATURDAy AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The body was called together by singing and prayer. 
The letter from the Walnut Grove Church was read and the messen­

··r were enrolled. 

The two letters from the Brushy Creek Church were· called up and 
nftflr a lengb1y discussion the following were appointed as a committee 
tu report on the matter: J. W. Hulsey, Ernest Berry, W. L. Compere, 
c; W. Vandiver and Sam Sherman. The committee made the following 
report; We, your commit tee on the Brushy Creek matter recommend 
thnt the Association take no action at this sessioJ!. 

We recommend further that both parties of the church . unite in ask­
Ing a council of other brethren to meet and advise with them, with the 
hope that reconciliation may be effected. 

We further recommend that for the present session the messengers 
from both sides be enrolled as members of the Association. 

J. W. Hulsey 
Ernest Berry 
W. L. Compere 
G. W. Vandiver 
Sam Sherman. 

The following committees were appointed: State Missions, W. L. 
<lompere, 0. L. Lawrence, L. L. Willhite; Orphans Home, Sam Sher­
man, J. G. Mobely, H. H. Vaught; Christian Education, J. W. Hulsey, 
II , H. Vaught, Charlie McDaniel; Nominations, B. F . Brewer, G. W. 
Vandiver, W. R. Lackey; Home Missions, J. W. Hulsey, John Mobley, 
J . W. Dilbeck; Foreign Missions, Ernest Berry, J. N. Love, Lee Sher­
man; Associational Missions, C .. C. Roberts, Sam Sherman, A. E. Suit; 
Obituary, Sam Sherman, G. W. Vandiver, J. L. Rowton; Sunday 
Schools, Lee Sherman, E. A. Lewis, L. L. Wilhite; Temperance, Sam 
Sherman, J. N. Love; C. L. Lawrence; Ministers Names and Addresses, 
J. W. Dilbeck, Lee Sherman, 0. L, Lawrence; Religious Literature, P. 
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R. Abernathy, H. H. Vaught; Finance, P. R. Abernathy, B. F. 
Brewer, John Mobley. 

· Report on State Mission rea:d, discusse.d and adopted. By motion 
.the business session of the Association adjourned till 9 a.m. Monday 
morning. 

SATURDAy EVENING SESSION. 

The evening session was opened by singing and prayer. Bro. Sam 
Sherman read as a lesson Acts 26th, using Daniel 6-20 as a text he 
preached a splendid sermon on the theme "God's Ways and Ours. 

SuNDA v MoRNING SESSIO~. 

The Devotional service was opened by singing "What a Friend We 
Have In Jesus." Bro. Sam Sherman read the 1st Psalm as a morning 
lesson. 

The report on Sunday Schools was read and discussed by several 
brethren. 

J. W. Hulsey occupied the pulpit at the 11 o'clock service and 
preached the Missionary sermon. The text was 2 Chronicle!) 29-3-5. The 
theme was "Wise Leadership." 

At the close of the sermon pledges were made for Associational 
Missions to the amount of $217.50. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The afternoon service was spent in a memorial service in honor of 
Bro. J. M. White and others who had passed away since the last session 
of the Association. It was led by the Moderator, H. T. Howell. 

. I 

. SuNDAY EvENING SESSION. 
Bro. W. L. Compere preached on the following subject: "Two Citi­

zens of this World." Text, Luke 12:19, 16:25. · 

MoNDAY MoRNING SEsSION. 

The Moderator called the body together_ and read as a Scripture 
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Ieason the 3 chapter of I J·ohn, Reports of committees were called for. 
The following reports were read, discussed and adopted: Education, For­
eign Missions, Orphans' Home, Temperance, Obituaries, Publications, 
Home Missions, and Associational Missions. · 

By motion the body dispensed with preaching at the 11 o'clock hour 
and proceeded with the business of the Association. 

The report of the committee on Ministers names read and adopted. 
Report of Committee on Sunday Schools adopted. Treasurer's report 
read and adopted. A motion was read and carried instructing the Clerk 
to have200 minutes printed and allowing him $20 for his services. Re­
port of committee on Nominations read and adopted. Motion made and 
carried to give the· Clerk the privilege to eliminate any superfluous 
words and s~ntences in the minutes. 

The following ~esolutions were unanimously ad~pted: 
Resolved; That this Association extend its thanks to the members 

of Big Fork church and the people of this community in general, for the 
hospitable manner in which they have entertained the messengers and 
visitors of this Association, and that we especially extend our thanks and 
appreciation to the good ~omen who have labored so faithfully to min­
Ister to our needs and wants. 

Resolved, further, That we thank the officers of the Association for 
the able and faitl}ful manner in which they have performed their 
duties. 

Relative to a letter. sent from the Mt. Olive church the following 
resolution was passed: In response to the query from brethren of Mt. 
Olive church, Be it' resolved: That the testimony before the Association 
is insufficient to enable us to give intelligent advice. Resolved further, 
That we recommend that both sides of the controversy ask brethren of 
other churches to advise with them, hoping that reconciliation may be 
affected. 

By motion the Association adjourned to meet at Black Springs 
Friday night, SepteJ?ber 15, 1921. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS. 

STATE MISSIONS. 

State Missions is the co-operative work of Arkansas Baptists to 
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present every person in this State perfect in Christ at His coming. 

The Board of the State Convention is merely a committee appointed 
to look after· the work, to farther .contributions, and to employ mis­
·sionaries. 

Last year this Board employed 120 workers for full or part time, 
who reported 21,870 days of labor. For the first six months of the year 
there were 262 workers for full or part time, who reported 16,703 days 

· of labor. This increase of .workers greatly increa~ed the Board' s ex­
penditures, especially as the high cost of living made it absolutely neces-
sary to increase the _salaries of all workers. · 

The Board began.the year under financial embarassment from two 
causes. The regular campaign for State Missions was left off last year 
to avoid conflict with the 75 Million campaign. And the .· Board spent 
considerable moitey m promoting the 75 Million Campaign. These two 
causes made the Board start the year with a debt of more than 
$100,000.00. . 

The 75 Million Campaign was a great success, but it did not provide 
sufficient funds for the increased expenses· of the Board, to say nothing 
of the debt. · 

Because of these conditions the Board has found it necessary to drop 
a number of its workers. The Board is in serious financial straits. But 
let no one be disco~aged; the loyalty, prayers and contributions of the 
faithful, with the blessings of God will bring us through. 

This Association has been greatly helped by the Board this year in 
the labors of Brethren Hulsey and Roberts. 

We recommend that every church press the work of collecting and 
sending in the 75 Million campaign pledges, and that all new members 
be solicited to make pledges. We fqrther recommend that earnest 
prayer be made for members of the Board that they may have Divine 
guidance in directing the work. 

The work is gr~at and the adversaries are many, but God will give 
· us victory if we press the battle. 

Committee: W. L. Compere 
C. L. Lawrence 
L. L. Willhite. 

REPORT ON ·EDUCATION. 

Every good Baptist in Arkansas rejoices over the prosperity of our 
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educational institutions. 

Ouachita College, at Arkadelphia, has property values in buildings, 
II'OUnds, and equipment, worth about $250,000.00. The endowment is 
abuut $112,000,00. New buildings to cost about $250,000.00 are now in 
auur11e of construction. 

In C~ntral College, at Conway, we have property worth about 
11116,000.00, and new buildings to cost about $100,000.00 are to be con-
tlructed right away. · 

In Mountain Home College, at Mountain ~Home, our junior college, 
Wt1 have property worth $60,000.00 or more. 

The property values of our academies at Maynard, Blue Eye, and 
II 1arville, average about $12,000.00 for each school. 

A Baptist College is to be built at Jonesboro soon, and Baptist 
IICI&demies opened their first sessions this fall at Mount Ida in Montgom- · 
try, and in Union county. 

Our colleges and schools are· well patronized, so well that additional 
buildings are absolutely necessary, and yet only a very small per cent of 
IIIII' boys and girls are attending Baptist schools. We urge upon our 
people the duty of sending their children to our own schools and 
tiOileges. · 

Never has there been a greater need for an educated ministry. 
Young preachers are given free tuition and additional financial help in. 
l)uachita College and in our Mountain schools. Let us call out the 
cl&llod and help them to attend college. To fail in this means ruin. 
leveral good friends have recently remembered Ouachita College in 

I holr wills, .a splendid way to bless mankind. , · 

The most hopeful sign of progress in all our wor~ is the prosperity 
uf our Baptist schools and colleges, and the ever increasing interest of 
uur brotherhood in this work, manifested by the enlarged patronage and 
til' ' liberal contributions through the 75 Million Campaign. 

l.et us pray for our schools and support them. 

• 

Committee: J. W. Hulsey 

FoREIGN MISSIONS. 

- H. H. Vaught 
Charlie McDaniel. 

The stati~tics of . the Forei&'n Mission Board, published May, 1920, 
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show we have 542 churches in Foreign lands, one-fourth of which are 
self-supporting, more than half of which worship in houses owned either 
by the' Board or by these churches. · 

There were 6,834 baptisms during 1919, the largest number ever re­
ported in a single year. The total membership has now reached 57,438, 
about three-fourths as many as ~here are Baptists in Arkansas OJ;' 

Oklahoma. · 

These native churches contr ibuted last year $242,460.00, wh.ich rep­
resents a gift of $4.22 per member. This is a good showing when com­
pared with the per capita gifts by Southern Baptists. The report of 
May, 1919, shows ~outhern Baptists gave $6.19 per member. 

The Sunday Schools now number 836, with an enrolment of 47, 672 
scholars. Cm,nparing the number of Sunday School scholars with the 
total membership, we have 83 per cent enrolled in Sunday Schools 
abroad, and 70 per cent enrolled in Sunday Schools in our Southern Bap-
tist Convention territory. • 

·Tl1e school work has grown wonderfully. Last year the Board had 
554 schools of all grades, from kindergarten to Theological Seminary, 
into which were gathered 18,514 students. These schools served especi­
ally two great .ends: They offer a great field for direct evangelistic 
effort and a training ground for the deveiopment of leaders. In these 
schools a very large per cent of our converts are made and, of course, 
from them must come the leaders. It is encouraging to note that in our 
ten Theological Training Schools there were enrolled 345 students. 

We can hardly realize the sweep and importance of the medical 
work. We are astonished to know that our fourteen medical mission­
aries could give 205,098 treatments during ~919, but they did, and preach~d 
the Gospel to many a patient under favorable cQnditions and sent the 
message into many a home which might have remained closed but for 
the effective work of the medical missionary. 

The foreign mis~ionary force rose to 341 during the year. This was 
not a gain in foreign missionaries, but t~ere was a gain of 208 in the 
number of native missionaries, who now number 979. 

The 75 Million Campaign has brought a new day to the work of our 
great Board. It has helped the Board profoundly among · the churches 
abroad. Our foreign churches were so greatly inspired by the ~paign 
at home that similar campaigns were organized in all our fields and 
more than a million dollars were pledged in these foreign lanas. 
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There have been 65 new missionaries sent out this year. A large 
percentage of these sailed fqr China and, Japan. This party, including a 
number of old missionary families returning to their work from furlough, 
Willi the largest missionary party ever sent out on one ship by any tor­
ti&'Il mission board. We urge the churches to pay up on the 75 Million 
() mpaign. 

Committee: Ernest Berry 
J. N. Love 
Lee Sherman. 

ORPHANs' HoME. 

Since the establishment of our Orphan's Home at Monticello, ap­
roximately one thousand children have been cared for. 

These have gone out into the various walks of life making good and 
Ulleful men and women, many of whom, but for your benefactions would 
In one way or another have become a menace to the social order and a 
burden to the state. 

There are now about sixty children in the Home. They are received 
at any age up to 1.3 and are released at 18. 

The heal th of the chil~en has been remarkably good the past year, 
thore being no deaths and no cases of. serious illness. 

There are enough cows on the farm to furnish milk and butter for 
uno meal each day. There are also a number of cattle and hogs to be 

ughtered for f_ood this fall and winter. 

We understand that Mr. Horton is a very practical farmer, and that 
tl1" farm is in a good state of productivity. This year. there will be a 
100d crop of corn, peas, peanuts, sweet potatoes. and so.rghum .harvest­
lid. Ample feed is raised on the farm to supply the live stock. 

Indications are good that the year will close with a cash balance on 
hand in the maintenance fund. 

The buildings and equipm~·nt are sadly inadequate. Our Five Year 
l'roiP'am provides for proper construction and. maintenance and we 
t commend that the State Board proceed early to ascertain just what 
It necessary in the way of reconstructing the plant and what changes, 
tr any, are needed in the matter' of management in view of our enlarged 
pt'Ogram. 
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. We recommend further that our Sunday Schools continue to con­
tribute one Sunday's collection each month to the Orphans' Home, not 
only because of the need but fo~ the · edu~tional value to our Sunday 
School pupils in systematic giving. 

We commend Brother Dorris and Brother and Mrs. Horton and all 
who are connected with the management for their faithful labors in be­
half of this sacred trust. We urge all the churches to pay their pledges 
to the 75 Million Campaign promptly that our orphans may be cared for 
properly. 

Committee: Sam Sherman 
H. H. Vaught 
I. G. Mobley. 

TEMPERANCE. 

We, your Committee on Temperance, submit the following report: 
We heartily endorse the Government's move for national prohibition. 

Believing, as we do, that temperance is a great evil, we insist that every 
Baptist abstain from the use of intoxicating drinks. We also insist that 
all Baptists co-operate with the authorities in putting intoxicants out of 
existence. 

Committee: Sam Sherman 
J. N. Love 
0. L. Lawrence. 

"0BlTUARIES 

We, your Committee on Obituaries find that since our last meeting 
God has deemed i~ weli to take home the following brothers and sisters: Mrs. 
G. H. Speer, Mrs. Ernest Kilby, J. H. O'Neal, C. E. Brunt, J. M. Row­
ton, Miss Anna Singleton, and Rev. J. M. White. 

Brethren, this reminds us that it is appointed unto man once to die, 
and after death, the judgment. We exhort the brethren to live the life 
of the righteous that we may die in the love and service of the Master. 

Committee: Sam Sherman 
G. W. Vandiver 
J. L. Rowton. 



11 

L ITERATURE. 

It is hardly possible to overestimate the importance of gettin~ and 
using the right kind of reading matter. For many years we have been 
aaying that this is a reading age. It becomes more and more so every 
:year. The great war united the people' s appetite for the printed page, 
and the. reading habit is bound to grow. · 

The futur~ belongs to the people who produce and read the best lit­
erature and the most of it. The country is being sown down with liter­
ature, and a great deal of it is harmful in the extreme. A very large per 
cent of the literature that our young people read is shot through with 
vulgar and profane suggestions as well as infidel teachings. The most 
aenseless and unreas~nable heresies are widely advertised in the litera­
ture that is being read on all sides. It is not possible to overcome the 
bad effects of such literature except by circulating ·the right sort. 

The Bible holds first place. in our literature. When we know what 
the Bible teaches on any subject that settles it. There is not the slight-. 
eat excuse for our people to be in ignorance of the teachings of the 
Bible. We urge regular systematic Bible study by all our people, and 
that parents teach the Bible to their children. 

The Baptist Advance is the property of the Baptist Convention. It 
Is our paper. It promotes all the work in which we are engaged. It 
ought to go , to every Baptist home. in the State. We recommend· that 
1pecial effort be made by pastors and churches to see that every family 
represented in their resident membership gets the Advance. 

Committee : P. R. Abernathy 
H. H. Vaught. 

HoME MissioNs. 

In 1919 the missionaries of our Board baptiz~d one convert for every 
three received into our churches. Regularly they baptize from twenty 
to t wenty-five per cent as many converts as theentirenumber who enter 
our churches. For fifteen years its evangelists have ·averaged 450 bap­
tisms per year per worker, a record far outstripping that of any other 
almilar agency. Its system of Mountain Schools is larger than any other 
and is the. acknowledged standard in adaptability. · Its Enlistment work 
Ia rapidly bringing a more adequate standard of spiritual in&truct i<;m and 

ffectiveness in hundreds of churches. Its Church Extension work has 
~trown from infancy to lusty strength in only a few years. 
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Every loyal Baptist will reJOice in tlie admirable efforts of our 
Board to meet the crucial needs of these days by enlarging its work. 
At its Annual Meeting at Atlanta in June, after long and painstaking 
efforts to reduce. the appropriations as far as possible, the brethren of 
the Board found that $2,875,000.00 was necessary for work of the pres­
ent year. 

We commend to our people the Mission Study Bqoks of the Home 
Board, through which a true view is presented of the large problems we 
confront. and recommend that the pastors, superintendents, Mission 
Society leaders and others write often for the large and splendid assort­
ment of free tracts about its work and the needs, which our Home 
Board gladly furnishes on request. We urge our churches to pay up on 
the ~75,000,000.00 Campaign. ' 

Committee: J. W. Hulsey 
John Mobley 
J. W. Dilbeck. 

AssociATIONAL MrssroNs. 

We the committee on Associational Missions subi?it the following 
report: ' 

We find there has been a half time missionary on the field giving 
the following report: During the fall, \\>'inter and spring months I preach­
ed from two to five times each week of the two ' weeks in each ·;month 
devoted to mission work, to some pastorless church or destitute place. 
I sold and gave away twenty-six good books, distributed five hundred 
tracts. 

During the summer I held protracted meetings with the following 
results: Thirty-four conversions, twenty-eight baptisms, two received 
by letter, one rE)stored. 

The churches are on a much better financial basis and are built up 
up spiritually. 

. I received on the field one hundred and sixty-eight dollars. I re­
ceived from the State Board three hundred dollars, which makes a total 
of four hundred and sixty-eight dollars. Amount due from Associat.ional 
Board eighty-five dollars. · 

Brethren, we find an open door in this Association for Baptists and 
a great need of active preachers. 
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W e urge that this Association put their young preachers in school 
at Mount Ida, and use them Saturdays and Sundays as missionaries and 
lfve them full time work during the suminEr months. 

Committee: C. C. Roberts 
Sam Sherman 
E. E. Suit 

MINISTERS NAMES AND ADDRESSES .• 

H. T. Howell 
A. A. Bates 
Elijah Abee 
J . 0. Butler 
J. T. Covington 
Sam Sherman 
A. F. Smith 
J. W. Hulsey 
C. C. Roberts 

ORDAINED MINISTERS. 

S. W. Sherrod 
George Van diver -
L. L. Willhite 
S. S. Singleton 
W. F. M. Posey 
J. B. Liles -
Philip Abernathy -
F. F. Edwards 
S. S. Lee 
N. F, Hill 

Z. C. Edwards 
J. M. Bow -

UCENSED MINISTERS • . 

Opal 
Wa~rs 
Mourit Ida 
Black Springs 
Black Springs. 
Fancy Hill 
Mount Ida 
Mount Ida 
Mount Ida 
Albert 
Oden 
Oden 
Oden 
Oden 
Mena 
Big Fork 

- ·Alf 
Sims 
Gaston 

Black Springs 
Egger 

Committee: J. W. Dilbeck 
Lee Sherman 
C. L. Lawrence. 
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SuNDAY ScHooLs. 

The Sunday School is the .teaching service of the church-teaching 
.is pre-eminent. It is truly the Church studying and teaching God's 
Word. 

Baptists have ever been in the forefront in the making of Sunday 
School history. Just a few facts connected with what they have done in 
the past and are now doing. 

William Fox, a Baptist deacon, organized the first Sunday School for 
the study of Bible. 

William Gourney, a Baptist, started voluntary teaching in the Sun­
day School. 

Joseph Hughes, a Baptist, organized the work of Sunday School 
tracts and lit erature. 

Mrs. Harriet Bishop, a Baptist, organized the first Sunday School in 
the great Northwest of our own American territory. 

B. J. Jacobs, a Baptist, gave birth to the uniform lesso11 system. 

There is great need of more effort on the part of the leaders of 
church work to extend this important Kingdom work. Every church 
should have ·a Sunday School and every member of thEi' · church should 
become members of some department of the church school. Let us all 
work and pray t o this end. 

Your committee would recommend: 

1. That every church in the association maintain a Sunday School 
twelve months in the year. 

2. That only Baptist literature be used and that we connect our­
selves with and encourage only Baptist Sunday School organizations. 

3. That all possible effort be made to make every Sunday School iri 
the association a standard school and that our Sunday School workers 
attend all Sunday School conferences- and institutes that they can in 
prder that they may be efficient workers. Organize a · class in the Con­
vention Normal Manual right away. God bless our Sunday School. 

Committee: Lee Sherman 
E. A. Lewis 
L. L. Willhite. 



TREASURER's REPORT. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received from ex-Treasurer 
Received from Finance Committee 

Total :::-

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid Clerk - -. 
Paid to C. C. Roberts, Missionary 
Paid for printing Minutes 

Total -

$ 12.62 
180.12 

$192.74 

$ 20.00 
111.50 
40.00 

$171.50 

Balanc.e in treasury $ 21.24 
C.· C. Roberts, Treasurer. 

NoMINATIONS. 

We, your Committ~e on Nominations, report as follows: 
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We recommend that the next session of the Association be held with 
tho Black Springs Baptist Church. · 

We recommend· that Bro. Sherman preach the introductory sermon, 
and that Bro. H. T. Howell be the alternate. · 

We recommend that Bro. J. 0. Butler preach the Missionary ser­
mon, and that J. W. Hulsey, Ernest Berry andJ. 0. Butler be appointed 
"" the Mission Board of the Association. 

Committee: W. R. Lackey 
B. F. Brewer. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS . . 

FRIDAY NIGHT. 

Introductory sermon. · 

SATURDAY. 

Call of letters from the churches. 

.. 
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Reading of the letters and enre~lling the messengers. 
Call for petitionary letters. 
Election of officers. 
Call for visiting ministers. 
Call for correspondence. 
Appointment of Committee on Divine Service. 
Report of Committee on Divine Service. 

Devotional exercises. 
Missionary Sermon. 
Song service. 

SUNDAY. 

B. Y. P. U. or Sunday School lecture. 

MoNDAY. 

' Roll call and corrections. 
Call for reports of committees. 
Call for motions. 
Call for resolutions. 
Appointments of and for next session. 
Reading, correcting and adopting of minutes. 
Exhortation and closing prayer. 
Parting song ~nd parting hand, 

CONSTITUTION. 
. r 

Article 1. This Union shall be ' known and distinguished by the 
name of Cad~o. River Baptist Association. 

Article 2. This Association shall be composed of messengers from 
the "churches of the Union and the prdained ministers of the various 
churches of the Union. Each church shall be entitled to three messi:m­
gers, who shall be required to furnish satisfactory evidence of their: 
appointment by the several churches before they can take their seats. 

Article 3. The messengers, when convened. shall organize them­
selves into a deliberative body by the appointment of a Moderator and 
Clerk, who shall be chosen by ballot at each annual session of the Asso­
ciation, and continue in office till their successors shall be chosen . ..' 

Article 4. This Association shall not interfere with the rights of 
the churches of which it is composed. It shall regard them as independ­
ent in matter of internal government, and shall act . as an advisory 
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oounsel, assuming no authority e:x:cept what is expressly delegated to it 
by the churches, or evidently implied by the nature of the compact. 

It, neverthelss, claims authority over its members, the messengers 
(rom t he churches and the . ordained ministers, and in justice and pro­
priety must have power to withdraw from and disown all churches which 
depart from the spirit of this compact by becoming heterodox in faith or 
dlaorderly in practices. 

It should, therefore, regard all churches united under this constitu­
tion with a vigilant eye for good. Its principal business shall be to pro­
mote the declarative glory of God by extending the kingdom of grace on 
earth through the medium of preaching the gospel, to cultiv~te fellow­
lhlp and .union with all churches of Christ, especially those united under · 
lhla constitution.· 

Article 5. Newly constituted churches, and churches dismissed from 
other Associations of the same faith and order, may be admitted into 
thl11 Union by sending three messengers, their number in fellowship, 
baptized, received by letter, dismissed, excommunicated, restored and 
deceased since last session, and all other information which the churches 
may deem important, which shall be read and minuted. · 

Article ·6. This Association shall have a fund to be supplied by vol­
untary contributions from the chur.ches. All the money thus contributed 
1hall be transmitted from the churches and be paid over through the 
C:ommittee on" Finance to the Treasurer, who sh;l.ll be elected by ballot 
and hold office during the pleasure of the Association. He shall retain 
and manage the funds agreeably to the order of the Association and pre­
lent annually for inspection, in the minutes, a clear and distinct state-
ment of r eceipts nnd ·expenditures. . . 

Article 7. This Association shall furnish the churches with the 
minutes of every session. 

Article 8. The Association shall take cognizance of no query sent 
up from the churches unless they have endeavored to solve the same and 
failed; nor of any difficulties between the churches unless they have per­
Uied the 18th chapter of Matthew and have not been able to settle them. 
Then the Association shall take such matters into consideration and act 
upon them at its own discretion. 

Article 9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the Association to 
keep a regular 'file of the printed 'minutes of each session of this body 
and deliver the same to his successor. · 

Article 10. This constitution m!J.Y be altered or amended at regular 
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meetings of this Association by the concurring voice of two-thirds of the 
members present, provided such alteration or amendment be approved 
by the churches comprising the Association. 

Article 11. That tlie Moderator and Clerk be considered and hereby 
are ex-offici:o members of the Executive and Associational Mission 
Boards. 

Article 12. Visiting brethren shall be eligible as ·committeemen. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

J. When the messengers of the several churches shall assemble 
at the place appointed for the session of the Association; the Moderator 
shall open business with praise and prayer in person or by proxy. If the 
former Moderator or Clerk be absent, the Association shall appoint one 
pro tern. • 

2. Immediateiy after opening the session the church letters shall be 
read by persons the Moderator may appoint and the names of the mes­
sengers be enrolled by the Clerk. 

3. When the messe.ngers' names have been enrolled and called by 
the Clerk, the Assoeiation shall elect by ballot a Mo:lerator and Clerk, 
the plurality of votes governing the election. 

4. All motions and amendments to motions must be seconded before 
they can be entertained by the Moderator. When motions or amend­
ments to motions are made, the last one made shall be first in order, and 
so on in inv~rse order, to original motion, but mover may at any time 
withdraw his motion. 

5. Any person wishing to make a- motion •or speak on any matter 
before the Association shall rise to his feet and respectfully address the 
Moderator, and if he be in order, the Moderator shall signify it by call­
ing the name of the person, and no one thus in order shall be interrupted 
w:hile speaking unless he departs from the subject, or for perf:!onal re­
flections; nor shall any member speak more than twice on the same 
subject without leave from the Association or to explain a further 
remark. 

6. Whenever sufficient time has . been allowed for the discussion of 
any subject before the Association, the Moderator shall take the voice of 
its members and declare the result, a plurality governing in all cases 
except those provided for. 
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7. No member may vacate his seat without the consent of the 
Moderator, while the body is in sesSion. 

8. When one member shall speak to or of another, he shall call him 
"Brother." 

9. The Moderator shall have the names of its messengers called 
whenever it is necessary. 

10. The .\\{oderator may ·speak ·on matters of debate as other mem­
bers, by calling someone else to fill his seat while he is speaking; but 
not until all others have spoken who desire to speak. 

11. The Moderator may invite visiting members in order to seat in 
the council, who. may speak but not vote. 

12. The Minutes of the Association may be read as may be 
necessary. 

13. The Moderator shall be the judge of the order, but the objector 
may appeal to the body, a majority of whom shall determine the point 
of order. 

ARTICLES OF F 1\ITH. 

1. We b~lieve in a true and living God. 

2. We believe that the Scriptures, comprising the Old and New 
Testaments, are the Word of God, and the only Rules of our faith and 
practice. 

3. We believe in the Doctrine of Election according to the fore­
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the spirit unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

4. We believe in the Doctrine of the Original Sin by the fall of 
Adam. 

5. We believe in man's ability of his own free will and ability to 
recover himself from the fallen sta~ in which he is by nature. 

6. We believe that the sinners are justified In the sight of God by 
the imputed righteousness of Christ only. 

7. We believe that the saints shall be preserved in grace and never 
fall finally away. 

8. We believe that baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordin-
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ances of Christ, and that true believers are the only subjects of 
baptism, and that immersion is the Apostolic mode. 

9. We believe in the Resurrection of the Dead and in the General • 
Judgment, and that felicity of the r ighteous and that punishment of the 
wicked shall be eternal. 

10. We believe that no minister has any right to administer the 
ordinances of the Gospel but one who has been regularly baptized, 
called, and comes nnder the imposition of the hand of the Presbytery. 

11. We believe that none but baptized members have a right to 
commune· at the Lord' s Supper. · 

12. We believe that the Lord's Day should be observed as a day of 
rest and religious devotion. · 

__ .. --·- - ... -- - ~---·- ....... __ -· 
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Sam Sherman 
H.T.Howell 
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1Black. Springs 
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Fancy Hill 
Opal 
Amity 

CLERKS 

W. R. Lacky 

W. Z Duke 
0. L. Lawrence 
W. F. Cook 
G. L. Graham 
B. F. Brewer 
Lee Sherman 
Sam Fried 

I
F. F. Edwards 
J. H. Holmes 
R E Breedlove 

MESSENGERS:-Big Fork-W. R. Lackey, A. E. Suit, V. C. Standridge. Brushy Creek-J. N. Fiddler, Martha Singleton, Lessie Willhite; J. C. Singleton, J. R. 
Miller, G. 0. Mullenax. Black Springs-A. N. Bell. Little Hope-0. L. Lawrence, W. B. Lawrence. Mount Gilead-H. H. Vaught, J. N. Love. Mount Irla 
-J. W. Hulsey, Ernest Berry. Mount Olive-P. R. Abernathy, L L. Willhite, B. F. Brewer. Missouri River-Lee Sherman, Sam Shernian. Pleasant Hill . 
-J. W. Dilbeck, JohD. Liles, E. A. Lewis. Sulphur Springs-J. L. Rowton, John Mobley, W. M. Reecer. Walnut Grove-J. W. Martin, J. M. Bow, J. H. 
Holmes. Womble-Charlie McDaniel 

Post Offices 

Opal 

Black Springs 
Opal 
Black Springs 
Mt Ida 
Oden 
Fancy Hill 
Big Fork 
Alf 
Egger 
Womble 
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