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MINUTES. 

Pursuant to adjournment tbe White River Baptist Association 
cqnvened with Mountain Home Ch11rch at Mountain Home, Ark., 
September 1, 1916, at 10 A. M. 

Eld. J.P. Lovelace being absent Eld. J . B. Smith preached 
the intToductory sermon. 

By motion the body proceeded with the organization of the 
Association. Brethren B. A. Spradlin and 1'. 0 . Horn were ap­
pointed as reading clerks. 

By motion the body went into the election of the officers. 
Elders Rector, Riggs and Rimer were appointed to take the votes 
respectively for Moderator, Clerk and 'Treasu rer, resulting a.s fol­
lows. for Moderator: Eld R L. Bayless; for Clerk, J. W. Barnett 
jr; for Treasurer, .Bro . .J. M. Randall. 

Motion made t<> take recess until 2 p. m. 

AFI'ERNOON SESSION. 
Song. Prayer by Eld. J. H. Marler. 
Reading of letters arriving-too late for morning reading. A 

call for petitionary letters was made; none presented. A call for 
corresponding messengers was made; Eld. Rimer, from County 
J .. ine Association came forth and was invited to a seat as a visiting 
member. 

Tbe Moderator appointed the following committees: 
Divine Service-The messengers of Mtn. Home Church, 
State Missions - Elds. W. H. McCuistion, J . B. S mith and 

Bl'o. J. M. Randall. 
Foreign Missions-Eld J. H. Marler, Sister Cox, and Bro. J . 

I, Paul. 
Home Missions - Eld. W. D. Jennings, Brethren S J. Stone 

nnd A F. Bayless. 
As:::ociational Missions-Elds. A. M. Crainand R. L. Barnett, 

Brethren G. W. 'Coltins and Charley Talburt. 
Christian Education- Brethren B . A. Spradlin, J . W. Barnett 

·H·., T. 0. Horn and Eld. H. F. Vermillion. 
1'<>mpera.nce- Elds. H. F. Vermillion and R. J . Rimer, Breth­

l't'n J. A. Pasco and John Coventon. 
Woman's Work-All the sisters present who are messen-
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Orphans Home-Brethren Eugene Horton, Joe Crane, W. A. 
Love, and Eld. J. C. Marler. 

Baptist Literature-Eld. J. B. Smith, Brethren B. A. Sprad­
lin and J. W. Guinn. 

Deceased Ministers-Eld. J. H. Marler, Brethren George 
Horner and A. P. White. 

Finance-Brethren J. M. Randall, J. W. Barnett sr., and Joe 
Crane. 

Sabbath Schools-Eld. Jacob Skiver, Eugene Horton and 
W. H. Douglas. 

Resolutions-Mervin Wolf, Leslie Clem and J. W. Parnell. 
Obituaries-Elds. W. H. McCuistion, J. B. Smith and J. H. 

Marler and Bro. S. F. Tucker. 
Children's Work-Sisters Cox, Lydia McCuistion, Sallie Jor­

dan and Della Mohney. 
Motion made and carried to retain members of committees 

who are not messengers. 
Reading of Constitution and Rules of Decorum. 
Motion made to suspend the calling of the roll until Saturday 

morning. 
Visiting Ministers invited to seats as advisory Counsel. 
Call for report of Corresponding Messengers. Elds. Skiver 

and McCuistion visited Big. Creek Association and they reported 
a nice time and that tbey found them to be loyal Baptists. 

Appointment of Messengers to corresponding bodies. 
Crooked Creek-Elds. A. M. Crain and J. B . Smith and Bro. 

Edgar Douglas. 
Big Creek-Brethren G. W. Collins and Eugene Horton. 
County Line-Elds. R. J. Rimer and J. H. Marler and Bro. 

J. M. Randall. 
Rocky Bayou-Elds. H. F. Vermillion, W. H. McCuistion and 

J. B. Smith. 
Blue Mountian-Eld. R L. B~.Lrnett . 

Motion carried to take fifteen minutes recess . 
Call for report of committee on Divine Service. They re­

ported as follows : J. S. Rogers to preach to night. 
The committee on Baptist Literature made their report, 

which was· adoptet.l. See report 1. 
Tbe committee on Deceased Ministers made their report, 

which was adopted . See report 2. 
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On motion the body took recess until 8:30 Saturday morninf.('. 
Dr. Rogers failing to come Eld. H. F. Vermillion pr ach d u. 

v ry interesting sermon Friday night. 

SATURDAY 8:30A.M. 

Opened by prayer by Rev. Riggs. 
Call for Church Letters, Wises Chapel responded. 
Call for petitionary letters, none presented. 
The committee on Foreign Missions made their report. whkh 

was adop bed. See report 3. 
The committee on State Missions made their report, whi ·!1 

was adopted. See report 4. 
The committee on Temperance made their report, which WMI 

adopted. See report 5. 
The committee on Finance made their report, which WILli 

adopted. See report 6. 
Motion made and carried to turn over the Minute funds to th 

clerk and to allow him five dollars for his service. 
The committee on Home Missions made their report, wbi •IJ 

was adopted. See report 7. 
Calling of thP. roll. 
Motion to take recess until 1:30. 

1:30 P. M. 

Prayer by Eugene Horton. 
Call for Church Letters, Salesville responded. 
Call for petitionary letters, none came forth. 
Call for reports: Bro. J. M. Randall, Associational Treasuret·, 

gave an oral report. 
The committee on Sabbath Schools made their report, which 

was adopted. See report 8. 
The committee on Associational Missions made their report, 

which was adopted after a very lively discussion. See report 9. 
The committee on Orphans Homes made their report, which 

was adopted. See report 10. 
Motion carried to elect a Missionary for the coming year. · 

Eld. A. M. Crain was elected as the missionary. 
Motion made and carried to pay the Missionary $2.00 per day 

for every day he works as Missionary. 
Motion made to take pledges for the support of ~he Mission-
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ary for the coming years work, which are as follows: Cotter, 
$30.00; Friendship, $5.00; Hopewell, $10.00; Mt. Pleasant, ~10.00; 

Mt. Zion, $9.50; Mtn. Home, $75.00; New Hope, $10.00; New Har­
mony, $10.00; Eugene Horton, $10.00; New Athens, $5.00; W. D. 
White, $10.00; A. P. White, $5.00; J . H. Marler, $5.00; J. C. Mar­
ler, $2.50; Jake Hodge, $2.00; Wises Chapel, $10.00; Salesville, 
$10.00; Sardis, $5.00; Pleasant Grove, $10.00; N. Yellville, $5.00; 
Buford. $15.00; S. J . Stone, $5.00; L. A. Robertson, of Harrison, 
$5.00, making a total of $264.00 

Committee on Children's Work made their report, which was 
adopted. See report 1 1. 

Motion prevailed to elect .five as a Board to secure means to 
support the Missionary, which was as follows: B. A. Spradlin, 
T. 0. Horn, Eugene Horton, H. F. Vermillion and B. R. Hipp. 

Motion to suspend the regular order of business to select the 
next meeting place for the body and also some one to preach the 
introductory sermon. Cotter wa~ selected as the next meeting 
place; H. F. Vermillion was selected to preach the introductory 
sermon and J . B. Smith as alternate. 

Motion made to have a night session. 
Motion to take recess until 7:30. 

7:30 

Prayer by the Moderator. 
Tb.e committee on Woman's Work made their report, which 

was adopted. See report 12. 
The committee on Christian Education made their report 

which was adopted. See report 13. 
Motion made to take a collection for the two Baptist Orphans 

Homes in the state resulting in a collection of $38.66. 
The committee on Obituaries made tbeir report, -..vhich was 

adopted. See report 14. 
Motion to take a collection for deficit in Missionary's salary, 

which resulted in a collection of eighty-two (SS2) dollars, the 
amount due. 

The committee on Resolutions made their report which was 
amended and adopted. See r eport 15. 

Motion to adjourn to meet " 'ith Cotter church on Friday be­
fore the first Sunday in September, 1917. 
J. W. Barnett jr. , Clerk. Eld. B L. Bayless, Moderator. 



Miuut tlon. 

REPORTS. 
1. We your committe on Baptist Literature respectfully r 

o111ll'lend that the choice of Baptist newspapers and other cun·c.m t 
l lttptist literature be left to the individual conscience of each Bttl . 
t,ist in t his Association. But we earnestly urge upon all th int· 
portance of reading current Baptist literature. We more earn Ht· 
l.v urge the reading of the Bible in the home and everywh r . 

od's Kingdom can come only as his word is known and beli v <1. 
'hildren should be taught to read the Bible. God's childr n 

. bould read his word and grow thereby. J. B . Smith, Chairman. 
2. We your committe on Deceased Ministers beg leav to 

make the following report: In investigating we find that God ha. 
saw fit to spare the lives of all the ministers of this Association 
ror which we are glad and praise his Holy name, and that this 
body bow in prayer lead by Elder J . B . Smith. Elder J. H. Mar­
ler, Chairman. 

3. vVe your committee on Foreign Missions beg leave to sub­
mit the following report: Realizing the Commission was given to 
the Church by Christ, He its head and founder, to go into all tho 
world and preach the gospel to eve'ry creature, and realizing th 
responsibility of this Association to carry out this Commission, 
we would urge the churches of this Association to give of th ir 
means to carry out the Great Commission as given by our Lord 
and Master. Elder J. H. Marle r, Chairman; J. L. Paul. 

4. We your committee on State Missions submit the follow­
ing report: All New Testament churches find their origin and 
end in missions. The ultirp.ate origin of missions is to be found 
in the heart of God and the practical origin of missions . is found 
in the life and death of Ob rist. The practical origin and applica­
tion of missions is entrus'ced to Baptist or New Testament 
churches. Baptists have the restricted supper of our Lord or 
the preserv!:t.tion of the saints. State missions are in 'many re­
spects the very hen,rt of our denominational 1•vork. State mis­
sions are the constant friends of the Associational missions. The 
conservation of home missions are the base of supplies for foreign 
missions. No church in this Association can a.fford not to make 
an offering to state missions this year. State missions includes 
revival. meeting, baptising, reviving, and enlisting la'ggard 
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churches, colportage, helJ?ing to build church houses, aiding weak 
churches, in supporting pastors, Sunday Schools. Baptist young 
peoples work and woman's work. Your committee would recom­
mend three things: 1.-That our people in this Association pray 
devoutly for state missions. 2.-That every pastor, by sermons, 
gifts and visits, do his utmost in every church" for state missions. 
3.-That our pastors, active laymen, and women organize them­
selves into committees of two or more and go out and try to ge·t 
every church in the Association to make an offering to state mis­
sions. W. H. McCuistion, Chairman. 

5. The caus·e of temperance has gone forward with rapid 
strides in recent years and the Baptist denomination has contri­
buted much to this· progress. In the state of Arkansas we have 
complete prohibition of the liquor traffic for beverage purposes. 
This law has proven very beneficial to the people of the state and 
we are gratified to witn_ess the improved condition of our people 
under the law. The li'quor interests have circulated a petition 
and secured the submission to a vote of the people of Arkansas, 
of a law to repeal the · prohibition law and to bring the saloons, 
with their evil effects and influences back into our fair state. We 
hereby renew our former declaration of relentless hostility to the 
liquor traffic in all its forms. We call upon all good citizens to 
join us in opposing the return~bf ' ~he saloons to Arkansas and in 
opposing the enactment of this 'la~~ which would make their re­
turn possible. We pledge ourselves to co-operate with theW. C. 
T. U. , The Anti-Saloon League and all'6ther organizations that by 
honest methods seek to destroy the liqiibr traffic in our whole na­
tion and in any part of the natien. H. F. Vermillion, Chairman. 

6. We your committee on Finances ~~~e the following re­
port: We received from the different church~s as minute funds 
$24.20. J. M. Randall, Chairman. 

7. We your committee on Home Missions beg to submit the 
following r eport: Not having an exact report of ·the work done 
this year will say home mission money is spent for the evangeliz­
ing of America. At least 25 nationalities receive .. the Gospel 
opportunities through our preachers by this fund. Some of our 
strongest churches are among the foreigners and many. of them 
return to their home lands carrying the message with them. ,r-,J uch 
of our home mission money is spent for evangelism in the cities 
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o.nd small towns and in ot her destitute p laces. Bapti t make no 
investments that brings larger returns than t his one an d none i 
more needed. The task of home missions is immense. Too f w 
of our churches know the opportunity and results of our endea.v­
ors. Every member can and should have a part. We mustprea h 
the gospel to the destitute among us or deny ourloyalty to Christ. 
E ld. W. D. Jennings, Chairman. 

8. We your committee on Sabbath Schools find from r eading 
the letters that there are but few Sunday Schools in the Church . 
of this Association. The Bible enjoins upon us the duty of t rain­
ing the children in the way they should go. We therefore r ·· 
ommend that a Baptist Sunday School be organized in ea ·h 
church, these schools be officered by Baptists. We also recom­
mend that the church exercise scrutiny in selecti(;m of Baptist 
teacher s. Eld. Jacob Skiver, Chairman. 

9. We your committee on Associational mi~sion!S . ubmit 
the following report: We find that in the bounds of this As. ocia­
tion there is great destitution, for instance the north end of this 
county from Mtn. Home north clear across the county east and 
west, there is but one Baptist church, that of Friendship, wit h 
12 members. Then in Marion County from Flippin and Yellville 
northwest to Peal thence east to Oakland and Promised Land 
there is not a Baptist church in all this territory, and very littl 
Baptist preaching. During the Associational year now closing 
the Missionary bas worked 248 days, and much of the destitution 
is untouched. We recommend that tbis Association em13loy a Mi -
sionary for the full year, and that a Committee (or Roard) be ap­
pointed, consisting of five Or seven members, who shall CO·Oper&te 
with the Missionary in soliciting means and carrying on this 
work. And in view of the severe drouth that prevails in our 
country we further recommend that weask the State Board to pay 
one half the salary of our Missionary this coming year. A. M. 
Crain, Chairman. 

10. We your committee on Orphans Homes report as follows: 
There are two orphans homes t he State of Arkansas, one at Mon­
ticello with more 130 childre n with good equipment but much in 
need of funds. The home at Texarkana has about 35 children 
who are greatly in need of financial aid, and we recommend that a 
collection be taken and the money be apportioned to these ac­
cording to the number of children in each home. We further 
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reco_mmend that each church be requested to use at least one 
Sunday during the year in taking an offering for these worthy in­
stitutions. Eugene Horton, Chairman. 

11. We your committee on Children's Work, submit the 
following report: We feel the need of the organized work in the· 
'churches. We believe that it is the foundation work of the 
church life. Train the children for world wide service. Saludie 
Cox, Chairman. 

12. The committee on Woman's work wish to submit the 
following report: We find much of our encouragement in the record 
of our work for the past year. But still we see broad fields 
ready for the harvest and we need to do our share of the great 
reaping. We urge an organization of women in each and every 
church of the Association. In addition to the necessity of mis­
sions we urge the need of social work on behalf of the young peo­
ple in our .churches, the Sunbeam Band and Orphan home work. 
We should give the woman's work our best endeavor and we ask 
the prayers of the Association that our next year's report be our 
best thus far, and an inspiration for the following years. Mrs. 
B. A. Spradlin, Chairman. 

13. Your committee on Christian Education submits the 
following: The Rible is definitely in favor of Christian education, 
Matthew 28:20: Ephesians 4:18; Hosea 4:6; indeed every word in 
God's book that speaks against ignorance is for Christian educa­
tion. Jesus was a great teacher as well as a great preacher. 
Christ and his apostles everywhere emphasized the importance of 
knowledge touching religious work. We as Baptists and followers 

Jot Cbrist and his apostles must believe in and practice Christian 
education as thoroughly as we do missions. The education of 
preachers is especially important for Baptists. We will be woe­
fully undone in time if we neglect this fundamental matter. We 
urge with all possible emphasis that every young preacher in this 
Association do his utmost to get a good education. Preachers are 
given free tuition in all ou,r Baptist schools in the state. At 
Ouchita College and at Mountain Home College other financial 
help is giveri. when needed. It is hoped that our Baptist people 
will patronize our Baptist schools. They are as good as the best. 
The atmosphere in all these schools is religious and Baptist. The 
study of the Bible is given a large place in each of them. 
Your committee earnestly recommend::; that all our preachers 



preach often each year on the needs and benefits of our Baptist 
schools, and that they urge our folks to send their children to 
them. We fu.rther emphasize the great importance of every 
church in this Association to make a worthy offering to our school 
each year. We heartily endorse the efforts now making for r · 
establishment of a Baptist school in the Mountain Home Colleg 
building. We urge the churches to support this school morally 
and financially, and that they patronize it and make it grow into 
a mighty force for the uplifting and enlightening the peo­
ple of this part of Arkansas." We recommend that the churche 
aid young preachers in maintaining themselves in this school 
this year. B. A. Spradlin, Chairman. 

14. We your committee on Deceased Members find that 
since the last sitting of this body that it has pleased our Heavenly 
Father to call from our midst eleven brethren aud sisters, whom 
we believe are now enjoying the reward of their earnest efforts on 
earth. We recommend that while we shall miss them from our 
ranks, and our homes are made sad and lonely, we bow our heads 
and thank our Heavenly Father for this great victory through 
Christ. Eld. W. H . McCuistion, Chairman. 

15. We your committee on Resolutions beg leave to submit 
the following report: Resolved that this body return thanks to 
Mountain Home church and community for their kindness while 
with them. And also that the Clerk be allowed to take five (5) 
dollars from the minute funds as his fee. J. W. Parnell, Chair­
man. 
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CONSTITUTION. 
Article I.- This Association shall be called and known by tho 

mune of the ·'White River Baptist Association." 
Article II - The members composing 'the annual meeting or 

the Association shall consist of the m'essengers sent by tho 
churches. 

Article III- The messengers sent by the charches to the a.n 
nual meetings shall not exceed four from each.church. 

Article IV- 'fhe Association shall meet annually at su<"h 
time and place as shall h~ve been previously appointed. 

Article V-The officers of the Association shall consist of u. 
Moderator, Clerk, and Treasurer, who shall be chosen by a. major· 
ity of the messengers annually at the annual meetings o:( tb,e body. 

Article VI-This Association will have no power to control 
or regulate the internal affairs or discipline of any chutcb, but it 
may adopt and recommend all such measures as shaH be consid· 
ered best calculated to produce the harmony and pr.osperity of the 
churches, and to advance the Redeemer's kingdom, and advise and 
consult upon such matters as the churches may at any time pre­
sent for their consideration and advice. And it may receive 
churches in to this Association or dismiss cbu.rches from the body, 
inquire into the state of religion in its boun~s,..and suggest mea~· 
ures for its advancement, and be a common bond of union among 
the churches, but shall not exercise any. ,legislative .power over 
t he cbu rches. 

Article VII-This constitut.ion may be amended at any reg· 
ular meeting by a vote of two thirds of the members present, pro· 
vided notice bas been given at a previous meeting. 

DECLARATION OF FAITH. 
J. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinely in· 

spired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenlj7 instruction: that it 
has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any 
mixtJ,Ire of error for its matter, that it reveals the principles by 
whif:ili God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the 
en(! of the world, the true center of Christian union and the su-
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preme standard by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions 
should be tried. 

2. We believe that there is one and only one, living and tru 
God, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the 
Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly 
gloriou~ in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor. confidence 
and love; that in the unity or the God head there are three per­
sons, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit; equal in every divine 
perfection, and executing distinct but harmonious offices in the 
great work of redemption. 

3. We believe that man was created in holiness, under the 
law of his Maker; but by voluntary trangression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are 
now sinners, not by constraint, but choice; being by nature utter­
ly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively in­
clined to evil, and therefore under just condemnation to · eternal 
ruin without defense or excuse. 

4. We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, 
through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who, by the ap­
pointment of the Father, freely took upon him our nature, yet 
without sin; honored the divine law by his personal obedience. and 
by his death made a full atonement for our sins; having risen 
from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in his 
wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with divine perfec­
tions He is every way qualified to be an all sufficient Savior. 

5. We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ 
secures to such as believe in Him is justification; that justification 
includes the pardon of sin and the p romise of eternal life on prin­
ciples of righteousness; that is bestowed, not in consideration of 
any work of righteousness which we have donP., but solely through 
faith in the Redeemer's blood, by virtue of which faith his perfect 
righte<Jusness is freely imputed to us of God; that brings us into 
a state of most blessed peace and favor with God and secures 
every othe r blessing needful for time and eternity. 

6. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free 
to all by the gospel; that it is tbe immediate duty of all to accept 
them by a cordial, penitent and obedient faith, and that nothing 
prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own 
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d t ermined depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel, which 
r· jection involves him in an aggravated condemnation. 

7. We believe, that in order to be saved, sinners must be 
l' generated, or be born again; that regeneration consists in giving 
11 holy dispositon to the mind; that it is effected in a manner above 
our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection 
with the divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to 
the gospel, and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits 
of repentance, faith and newness of life. 

8. We repeat that repentance and faith are sacred duties and 
inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating 
Spirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, dang­
er and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn 
to God with unfeigned contrition, confession an!i supplication for 
mercy, at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Prophet, Priest and King, and relying on Him alone as the 
all-sufficient Savior. 

9. We believe that electi9n is the eternal purposes of God, ac­
cording to which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves 
sinners, that doing so is perfectly consistent with the free agency 
of man, it comprebends all the means in connection with the end, 
that it is a most glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, be· 
in~ perfectly free, wise, holy and unchangeable; that it utterly ex­
cludes boasting, and promotes humility, love, prayer, praise, trust 
in God and active imitation of his free mercy; that it encourages 
to use of means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained 
by its effects in all who truly believe the gospel; that it is the foun­
dation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard 
to our;:;elves demands and deserves the utmost diligence. 

10. We believe that sanctification is the process by which, 
according to the will of God, we are made partakers of his holi­
ness; that it is a progressive work; that i~ is begun in regenera­
tion, and t.hat it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Healer and Comforter, 
in the continual use of the appointed mea.ns- especially the ·word 
of God, self examination, self-denial, watchfulness and prayer. 

11. We·believe that such only are true believers as endure . 
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to the end; that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand 
mark which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that 
a special providence watches over their welfare, and they are kept 
by the power of God through faith into salvation. 

12. We believe that the law of God is the eternal and un­
changeable rule of his moral government; that it is holy, just and 
good, and that the inability which Scriptures ascribe to fallen men 
to fulfill its precepts arises entirely frol!l their love of sin, to de­
liver them from which and to restore them through a mediator to 
unfeigned obedience to the holy law is one great end of the gospel 
and the means of grace connected with the establishment of the 
visible church. 

13. We believe that a visible church of Christ is a congrega­
tion of baptised believers, associated by covenant in the faith and 
fellowship of the gospel, observing the ordinance of Ch:rist, gov­
erned by his laws and exercising the gifts a:nd privileges invested 
in them by His word; that its only scriptural officers are bishops 
or pastors and decons, whose qualifications and claims and duties 
are defi~ed in the epistles of Timothy and Titus. 

14. We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion in 
water of a believer into the name of the Father and Son and Holy 
Spirit, to show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith 
in the crucified, buried and risen Savior with its effect, our death 
to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is a. prerequisite 
to the privileges of a church relation and the Lord's Supper, in 
which the mem hers of the church by the sacred use of bread and 
wine are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ pre­
ceeded always by solemn self-examination. 

15. We believe that the first day in the week is the Lord's 
Day or Christian Sabbath, and it is to be kept sacred to religious 
purposes by abstaining f rom all secula r labor and sinful recr ea­
tion, by the devout observance of all the means of Grace, both of 
private and public, and by preparation for that rest that r emain­
eth for the people of God. 

16. We belie ve that civil government is of divine appoin t­
ment, for the interest and good order· of human society; and t hat 
magistrates are to be prayed for, conscien tiously honored and 
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oil ,y d, except in things opposed by the will of our Lord J esu 
(Jhri t, who is the only Lord of the conscience and the prince of 
t.ll kings of the earth. 

17. We believe that the end of this world is approaching; that 
11,1, t he last day Christ shall descend from heaven and raise t b 
cl ad from the grave to final retribution, that a solemn separation 
will then take place; that the wicked will be judged to endle s 
punishment.; and the righteous to endless joy; and that this judg· 
111 n t will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or hell on 
principles of righteousness. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

1. The Association shall commence with religious exer cis 
a.nd a sermon from some preacher, who shall have been previou .- ly 
appointed, unless the Association shall otherwise direct. 

2. The Moderator of the session shall preside, and the form­
r Clerk shall act (provided they attend) until the letters from the 

churches connected with the body shall have been read and a 
Moderator and Clerk appointed. 

3 It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside over the 
meeting daring its session and appoint committees (unless the 
Association shall otherwise direct) , preserve order, reprove im­
pr oprieties (except an appeal is made to the meeting by two mem­
bers ) . He shall have a right to speak on all subjects, calling a 
member to the chair, and examine and cc>rrect the minutes if 
necessary. 

4. The Clerk shall keep a correc t copy of the proceedings of 
the meetings, read the letters and documents, and call any mem­
ber to assist him at the close of the meeting. He shall take charge 
of the papers and documents unless otherwise directed. 

5. The churches shall designate their messengers and re­
port their condition by letter . 

6. Preac.hers in good standing in other Baptist churches or 
Associations with whom we are in fellowship, when attending our 
annual meeting, shall be invited to a seat as correspondent, and 
these meetings shall always be opened with a prayer and closed 
in a si milia r manner . 
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7. Every member may speak twl.ce on any one subject in de­
bate before the meeting, but not more without leave; and when 
speaking shall stand and address the Moderator and use decorous 
and Christian language; and no member shall absent himself from 
the Association during the session without leave; anq any person 
who shall violate these rules, or the constitution, shall be reproved 
as the Association shali think proper. 

8. These rules may be amended by a majority of the mem­
bers present at any regular meeting. 

9. The churches shall contribute funds for the ordinary ex­
penses of the body, such as printing the minutes and paying the 
traveling expenses of such members as the Association may send 
to other bodies. 

10. A public collection shall be tal:ren by the Moderator at 
each session and applied-to such benevolent purposes as the As­
sociation may direct. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
1. Annual introductory sermon. 
2. Call of Association to order by the Moderator if present. 
3. Call for church letters and enrolling messengers. 
4. . Election of officers. 
5. Call for petitionary letters and messenger~. 
6. Call for corresponding ·letters and messengers. 
7. Appoint the following committees: Divine service, asso-· 

ciational missions, state missions, home missions, foreign mis­
sions, destitution, Sunday schools, Baptist literature, christian 
education, finance, temperance, woman's work, orphan homes, 
obituaries. deceased ministers, resolutions. 

8. Read constitution and rulf~S of order. 
9. Call and correct the roll and note absentees. 
10. C!;tll report of messengers to corresponding bodies. 
11. Appoint messenge rs to corresponding bodies. 
12. Call for report of committees in order. 
13. Miscellaneous business. 
14. Resolutions. 
15.. Appoint place for next meeting of Association. 
16. Appoint some one to p,reach the introductory sermon . 
17. Adjournment 
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FORM FOR CHURCH LETTER. 

The Baptist church of Christ at ____________ ___ ______ _ 

' ro the White River Baptist Association: 

Dear Brethren:-We send as messengers Elder _____ _____ _ 
Brethren _______________________ _ 

Increase by baptism ___________ _ 

Increase by letter ___ ___ _____ _ 

Increase by restoration ___ ________ _ 

Decrease by letter __ _________ _ 

Decrease by exclusion __ _________ _ 

Decrease by death ________ ___ _ 

Total membership ___ ___ ____ _ _ 

Constituted in the year 19 ___ _ 
Present pastor ____________ _____ ______ _ 

Day of church meeting _________________ _ 

Number engaged in Sabbath SchooL _____ _____ _ 

Contribution for Minutes ;$ _______ ___ _ _ 

Contribution for associational missions$ ___________ _ 

Contribution for state missions$ ___________ _ 

Contribution for foreign missions$ ___________ _ 

Contribution for ministerial relief$ ___________ _ 

Money expended for pastoral support$ ___________ _ 

Money expended for church building$ - ----~-- - - - ­

Money expended for incidental expenses$~ -----------

By order of the church. 
Date ______ ___ __ ___ ____ ]g ___ _ 

___________________ ____ _ Moderator 

___ ______ _________ ____ _____ Church Clerk 

Postoffice _______________________________ : __ _ _ 
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