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~inut.es . .. 
Pursuant.. to adjournment the White River. Missionary Baptist 

ocociation met with Pleasant HilrBaptist Church, B1:.uno, Marion. 
nty, Arkansas,...Augu!?_t .30.., 1912 at lO.a. m. __ 
'l'be Association .opened with song and prayer~ 
'rile Introductory Sermon, a very able .discou rs.e, was delive:r­

hy Elder J. B. Smith_ 
In the absence of the Clerk the Moderator appointed John H. 
••r temporary clerk. . . 
'rhe-cburch letters were read by J. C. Copeland and Elder W. 

Iones appointed for tbat duty. 
The Moaera.tor appointed J. F. Baker, Elder Knox Belew and 

Horton to take tbe votes respectively for Moderator, 
!'It A.nd Treasurer, and Association proceeded. to elect. officers 
thl~ ensuing _year, r:esulting as follows: For Moderator, Elder 

11 l.amb~_for Clerk, J _ R. Baker; for Treasurer, Geo:-Bayless. 
I ~tlll for petitionar:y letters. Letter from Norfork church was 
I und the church received. Then the Moderator gave th~ mes-
w••t· the hand of fellowship. 
\ tsiting hretbern. from other associations enrolled: J. W. 

,J,un and Jasper Cook from Crooked Ct:eek Association, Elder 
• Holew from State Line, and J. F. Baker from Rocky Bayou 
"u~tion. 
llt•c·ess until 2 p. 1p. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

'l'lttt body was called to order by the Moderator and led in 
• lly Elder W. H. McCuistion. 

I'll•• Moderator appointed Elder Jones to read the Constitution 
I I' Copeland to read the Declaration of Faith. 
li~ nnler of the body the Glerlr was instructed t<Q strike out 

\\ ua•d "discourage" in Article 9 of the Declaration of Faith and 
tt ln,.t.ca.d ''encourage". 
An11nuncement of Commjttees:-
1 ttvltll' Service- The messengers of the Pleasant Hil1 church 
H 1•'. Nanny. 
h'lnnllc~u -Jn.mes Randall, C. T. Stone and R. D. Coopel'. 
U•tt•ulntlon-4- H. M. Horn, J. C. Copeland and Cab. Wolf. 
111111111 Mil'4~ions-Elders J. H. Marlf!l', ",V. R. Jones and J. B. 
til 
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Temperance-Elders J. G. Walker and J . B. Smith and T . .J 
Meredith. 

Baptist Literature-Elders Eugene· Hort~n· and W. H. M c· 
Cuistion, and B. M'. Marler. . . . ' . 

Education-Eld. R. F. Na;my, Lee Pinley and J. H. Mohney. 
Woman's Work-Eld. J. B. Smith, and Mesdames 'A. J) 

Jordan, Ellet Daffron and L. E. Tucker. 
Destitution-Elds. W. H. McCuistion, J. H. Marler and .J. W 

Hively. 
Orphans' Home-Elder W. R Jones, Talmage Stagg and 

Willie Casey. 
Obituaries-Eld. R. L. Carson, A. D·. Jordan, Geo. Pangle and 

S. F. Tucker. ' · · · 
By order of the body the 'clerk was given till just ' before ad 

•Ourn~ent for 11 o'clock preac_hing to prepare the rolL · 
Reports of corresponding messengers. A number of breth 

ern reported. Among others Eld. J.P. Lo~el~ce ai_ld G. W. Anglin . 
Appointment of messengers to corresponding bodies: 
Rocky Bayou-Elds. J. P. Lovelace, w: :a. McCuistion and .) ' 

W. Hively and Bro. _A. D. Jordan, and wife. 
!3lue Mountairi~Elds. J. P. Lo~elace and Eugene Horton. 
Crooked dreek__:_G_ W. Anglin, G. W. Casey·, R. n·. Cooper 

and W. R. Pierce. · . 
County Line-C. M. Brantly. 
Motion was made and carried that the regular order of bu. i · 

ness be suspend8d and place for next . meeting be selected and 
some one elected to preach the in,troductory sermon. 

Antioch was selected as the playe of meeting. an~ Eld. R. L . 
Carson was chosen to pr~ach the sermon and E_ld. Eugene Horton. 
alternate. · · ' 

Qommittee on Divi,:o.e 's~rvice made a partia,I'report as follow : 
Eld. J. G. Walke;- preach toni,ght followed by J . H. Baker of 
Mountain Home. · · 

Committee on Temperance reported a-nd the report was adopt­
ed, and th~ Clerk ordered to prepare a copy for each of the papers 
of the Association and the three Baptist papers at Little Rock for 
publicati<;>n, andforward same as· soon as ,possi.ble. (See Report 1). 

Adjourned tillS a. m., Saturday. Prayer by Eld. J. G. 
Walker. 



SATURDAY MORNING SESSION. 

'all to order by Moderator. 
I rayer by Eld . J. H. Marler. 
Th r port on Baptist Literature was read and adopt d . ( '<'P 

t't•port 2). 
all for corresponding messengers renewed. In r e ' pons(• 

lt:ld . Jno T Christi H.n, State convention secretary, and Eld. W. E. 
Hit<' t-rill, evangelist of State Asso~iation, came forward and we1· ' 
l'Htec.l. . I 

Report on State Missions wa,;; read H.nd after some oiscu ion 
w ;L;; amended and adopted. (See Report 3.) · 

Moved and carried to defer the repor t on Sunday School ' till 
11. ;t. m. Sunday. 

Committee on deceas·Pd mini~te•·s reported one death, Eld . Jt:. 
II. Goen . Report adoptNl. 

Committee on destitution reported and the report was adopt. 
••d . (See Report 4.) 

R eport on foreign missions was read and after discussion was 
ndopted. (See Report 5.) 

The roll was called and corrected, after which the Association 
n,cljourned for 11 o'clock preaching and listened to an inter stin~ 
discourse from text Jno. 5:24, by Eld . J. H. Marler. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Association was called to order by the Moderator at 2:30 p . 111 . 

Prayer by Eld. J . W. Hively. 
Report of committee on obituaries was read and adopt. d. 

(See Report 6.) 
Report on associational missions was read and adopted. Th 

missionary then read his report <tnd same was adopted . ( r 
Report 7 and 8. ) 

Elds. W. H. McCuistion and J. B. Smith were elected associ<\· 
tiona! missionaries for six months during the year. 

Pledges for associational missions: Antioch $10, Blooming 
Grove $5, Cotter $20, Bethel $5, Friendship $2, Hopewell $10, 
Mountain Home $25, Mount Pleasant $5, New Harmony $5, New 
Hope $35, New Prospect $5, Oakland :1\5, Pilgrim's Rest $5, Plea .. 
Hill $5, Whiteville $6.50, Mt. Zion $5, Wise's Chapel $5, Norf01·k 
$5, North Yellville $2.50-Total $160. 

Committe on finance made report which was adopted. (H( . 



4 Minutes White River Baptist Association 

port 9.) 
Committee on woman's work reported and the report was 

adopted. (See Report 10.) 
Report on home missions was read and after discussion adopt 

ed. (See,Report 11.) 
Report on orphan's home was read and after some discussion 

was tabled until Sunday morning, 10 a. m. 
Report on education was read and adopted. (Report 12.) 
Report of committee on Mountain Home College and property 

reported. Report was received. By order of the body the Moder­
ator appointed five trustees for Mountain Home College building, 
as follows: T . 0 . Horn, chairman; J. B. Smith, W. H. Douglas , 
J. L. Paul and A. D. Jordan. 

Report on resolutions was read and adopted. (See Report 13.) 
Motion prevailed that the Moderator appoint a. committee to 

cooperate with the missionaries. The following were appointed: 
W. R Jones, J. C. Copeland, T. 0. Horn, G. W. Bayless, W. H. 
Douglass, Eugene Horton and Brice Marler. 

Moved and carried that the missionaries be paid $2.50 per 
day for services rendereil. 

The body voted to turn over the 11 o'clock collection on Sun-
day toW. H. McCuistion for services rendered as missionary. 

Adjourned until 9 a. m. Sunday. Prayer by W. H. Douglass. 
Sermon at ni15,ht by Eld. Sherill. . 
Called to order by Moderator 9. a. m. Prayer by Eld. John 

T. Christian. 
Report on Sunday Schools was read and after a St)irited dis-

cussion was amended and adopted. (Report 14.) 
Report on orphan's home was again taken up and after dis­

cussion adopted. (Report 15.) 
A collection of cash and pledges was taken as follows : Mon-

ticello, cash $15.50. pledges $14.50-Total $30. Texarkana, cash 
$11.55, pledges $2.50-Total $1-!.05. 

At eleven o'clo.;k the bod_v liste ned to a very able discourse on 
"Go," Matt. 28:19, by Eld. Jo1n T. Chl'istian. 

At the close of the Sermon a collection was taken amounting 
to $36.62. 

The Association adjourned to meet with Antioch church, at 
Flippin, Ark., at 10 o'·clock a. m. Friday before the 1st Sunday in 
S~ptember, 1913. Prayer by Eld. J.P. Lovelace. 

JOHN H . BAKER, Clerk, H. C. LAMB, Moderator. 



1-- We your committee on temperance report as follows: Real ­
ti'.lng the evils of intemperance and its deadening influence on th 
t·:t. n~">e of Christ, and believing that the influence of this Associa­
f,ion would go far toward capturing this country of Christ, w 
would urge upon every member of this Association to take a po -
tt.ive stand for state wide prohibition individually and the Associa 
t.ion collectivelJ. We also recommend that our Baptist bretbr n 
vote against license as they have a right to do under local option. 
In other words we recommend that our brethren vote again:-:1, 
:-;n.loons all along the line, not only in our counties but throughout 
onr entire state. Also we would-recommend the strict disciplit 
ing by the church of any member engaged in the sale, manui'a · 
Lnre or intemperate use of alocholic beverages. J.G.Walker,Cha.ir. 

2-We, your committee on Baptist literature, beg leav to 
make the following report: Believing· as we do that the growth 
and development of the Baptist cause prospers in proportion to 
1,he amount of knowledge d_iffused among- the world, Therefore we 
r commend-First, to encourage the s.tudy of the sacred Word. 
Hecond, we further recommend the careful rC'ading of some sound 
Baptist paper of your own choice. Eugene Horton, Chair. 

3-We, your committe on state missions, respectfully submit 
the following report: State missions are a vital part of our 
denominational work. The great unit from which all mission work 
i, launched must forever be the local church. And the local 
hurches of Jesus Christ must forever be left free to carry on 

God's missionary work as they see fit and proper, so long as they 
do no violence to New Testament principles. If the local churches 
desire to send forth one or more missionaries to proclaim the gos­
pel to a lost world, it has a perfect right to do so. If two or more 
churches decide to affiliate themselves together into an associa­
tional capacity, they also have the right to send forth as many 
missionaries as they 'see proper, for the purpose o~ extending the 
boundaries of God's Kingdom, and of carrying out the great com­
mission. 

For the same reason, if two or more churches desire to affili­
ate together for the purpose of widening their missionary effort, 
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and of covering a whole state, they have the same right to do tha i •. 
In fact, it is not only the right of the churches to extend th<'i r· 
missionary efforts to the furthest bounds of the state in whi ·I! 
they are situated, but it is their· duty as well. 

In the choice of executives for the purpose of carrying on 
state mission work the matter is entirely in. the hands of tlw 
churches affiliatiJ?.g themselves together. They are sovereign in 
this matter and no association, convention or any other body of' 
messengers fraternizing together, shall say them nay. Each loca,l 
church must be left entirely free in this matter. 

But we feel that it is the duty of every church to take an in 
terest in the great work of saving the Suate of Arkansas for Jesus 
Christ, and we recommend that each church not only send roes · 
sengers to some state gathering this fall, but that it contribute to 
carrying on state mission work as well. At the present there ar<' 
three mediums through which the Missionary Baptists of this 
state are carrying on state mission work. One is designated as th 
State Convention. Another the State Association. Each of the 
is simply the executive of the will of the local churches, affiliat­
ing together. Then there is a third plan of doing state mission 
work-that is for the church to endorse the. missionary in th 
field and for contributions to be sent direct to said missionary in 
the field . 

Your committee regrets that we can not all agree to the same 
plan of doing state mission work, and urgently urge the brethren 
to investigate the different methocJs of carrying on God's work in 
our state. 

But in the meantime we recommend that each church, and 
each individual of every church, be urged to support one of the 
plans of carrying on state mission work, leaving the method to be 
pursued to the best light the church' may have on the subject, and 
to the honest Baptist heart,; composing the church m,embership. 

We recommend that this ·great work be carried on in a spi'rit 
of love and not of strife. 

We rec:ommend that all money collected for the purpose of 
carrying on state mission work through the Executive Board of 
the State Convention be sent·· to ·Eld. John T . Christain, Little 
Rock, and that all money collected for the purpose of doing state 
missiQn work through the COmmittee of the State Association be 
sent to 0 . H . Echuls, Ft. Smith. 
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rJ'rusting that God will, at his own proper time, lead u:s into ~~ 

pl'rf ·t spirit of unity, we ar.e -respectfully, W. R. Jone .. , hair . 

~-We, your commi~tee on destitution beg leave to report aN 
l'nllows: We realize that there is· still great destitution within lu• 
hnn n d , of this Association and we recommend that the pas to I'H 

und deacons of the various churches do all in their power to raiHt• 
IIINtns for the support of a mi-ssionary. W. H .. McCuiston, Chair. 

5- We, your committeeori foreign missions would report as fol­
lows: We realize that as Missiona.ry Baptists it is our duty 1to 
IIPlp send the gospel into all the world. ·We find, however, that 
l'nw of our churches are giving a.nything to this great work. W11 
t.ilcrefore urge upon our brethren to think, read and pray mon 
ov r this question. And we would recommend that all Bapt,h.;t, 
l'hnrches be urged to take up a coilection for this cause at 1 n.:-~t, 

once a year, an.d send &ame through wha.tever channel the chn I'C~Ii 
111ay think best for the car.rying of the gospel to the utt nnoHt, 
"nds of the earth. W. R. Jones, Choir-. . 

6-We, your cm;nmittee on obit,uaries sp·bmit the foJ.lowin~ l't' 

port: We find that since the last meeting of ·our Association t.lmt, 
nine have been ca.lleq frpm tpe- churches below to the kingclon1 
ILbove. . This Association .expresses heartfelt. sympathy to all tlw 
f'1·iends and loved ones of thesP,., Resolved that we submit to tl1t1 
sovereign will, and that we· bow in th~nksgiving for the pres rv~t· 

tion of the remaining members within our bounds. R. L .. OarROl1, 
Chair. , 

7- We, your committe on .associational missi'ons would r . 
spe~tfully submit the following: Whereas there is great destitn · 
tion within the bounds of this Association, :we recommend that 
thisAssociationproceedtotheelectionof a missionary to do LJ.ission ­
a.ry work within the bounds of this As§lociation, beginningwi,thNov­
ember lst, n~xt year. An.d we :urge ppon all our churches to con­
tribute..U\>erally tow;,trd the support of th~s work.. As. to ·the past 
year's work Vfe would say that, acting on your s,uggestion at la t 
year's convocation, w.e employed BroW. H. McCuiston for twelve 
months, from ;Nov. 1,1911, to Nov. 1. 1912 <Lgreeing with him to try to 
pay him $200 for said year's work. There has been raised on the field 
and by private contribution $132.71 of his salary. There is yet 
due him $68. · He expects to raise a part of this during his com-

' 
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ing tw0 month's work, but we urge upon every messenger pres nt .• 
who cari., to privately contribute to Bro. McCuiston whatever his 
conscience and purse may suggest, and that on his return to his 
home that he urge his church to take action on this matter. W 
H. Douglass, Ohair. 

S-Miles traveled, 645·; stations supplied regularly, 2; sermons 
preached, 121; other .religious addresses, 18; religious services in 
homes, 11; conversions, 17; baptisms, 3;. additions by letter, 5; col 
lected by churches and on field. $132.71; churches organized, 1, a.t. 
Norfork. We have not been able to reach all the field but have m t. 
with some success and the call still comes from unreached fields 
and says to the Baptists of the White River Association in th<' 
name of our Savior go take the gospel to lost men. W. H. M ·­
Gulston, Missionary. 

9-We,_your committee on finance beg to make the following 
report: Received for minute fund, $22:85; for Texarkana orphans 
home, $2.30. J. M. ·Randall, Ohair . . 

- 10-We, your committee on woman's work wish to submit the 
following: Realizing the fact the sisters of our churches wielded 
the greatest in.fluence for good along financial, moral and spiritual 
lines, request that the brethren of this Association encourage and 
help the' women in all their work for the uplifting and advance­
ment of our _Master's cause. Eld. J. B. Smith, Chair. 

11-We, your committee on home missions submit the follow­
ing report: Believing as we do in the preached word of God, and 
as the go--pel is the plans of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth and as men cannot hear without a preacher an¢1 the 
preacher must be sent, we therefore urge that the churches of 
Association give liberally of their means to supply the destitution 
of our home fields. J . H . Mader, Ohair. 

12-Without Christian education all of our Baptist work would 
come to a stand-still and soon die. We look to our Baptist school.;:; 
for trained workers in pulpit and pew as well as on mission field s . 
God is distinctly on the side of education and against ignorance. 
He complains that his people are destroyed for lack of knowledge 
(Hosea 4:6) and declares that ignorance alienates from God (Eph. 
4:18). 

Arkansas Baptists have two great Christian colleges-
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t lt uwllita, for boys and girls, at Arkadelphia, R. G. Bower , D , 
I ., ., .~ i dent; Central, for girls, at Conway, J. W. Conger, L. L . D., 
I 't '4'~ i d nt. These schools' h'ave rendered a snvice to th Bap1, i ~ t. 
, lit ~ <' in Arkansas the value o'f which can never be estimat d . 'rlw 
t tl ot llll~phere of 'th'e school~ i!;; religious and reveieht, and m nn.v 

t.udcnts who have gone to them strangers to God have gone 'for t h 
lt·om t hem consecrated to God. ' ' 

The property of these schools-is valued at $300,000. During 
llu• past four years ·debts amounti_ng to about $125,000 have bC'('n 
p11.id . , Ouachjta l_las $20,000 of interest bearipg endowment an d n. 
•·ttmpaign is now oq to increase this to $250,000. An effort i f'~ nlko 
lu •ing made to raise $12·,000 to pay deficit from last year fol' 1'1111 

11 in6 expenses and necessary improvements, and it i~ ho1 cl t, l ~~~o l . 

••v .ry church that has riot already done · so will . take coll r·tion 11,1, 
nnce for this and send to Eev. J . S .. ~og,~rs, Endowm n t Ht•c·., 
.\ l'kaqelphia. These schools give , much ,.more than tui t ion l't•t•~ 

wi ll pay for Last year they gave something~·like ·$fi;OOO to t . l t~• 
Hftptists of the StatP in free tuition to the chilCiren of prea ·IH•r'H 
Mtd to preacher students an<'! thf'ir wives . ' · · 

The educ'lticm of preachers is one great object in Christh\.n 
t~ducation. The denomination that fails to provide for the edn ·a· 
!.ion of its preachers will dh~ as a denomination. Last year th n• 
w re 51 young preachers in Ouachita College. The Bapti t. or 
t.he state gave something over $ '!,800 for their · support. They rc• 
·eive free tuition and some l:;t~lp on other expenses when it is n c· 

c saty Seventy-five dollars will keep a preacher i'n Oua.chi tn. fL 

year The Bible department is arranged with special refe r nc· 
to the preachers, but the ·classes are open to all, · a'l:l'<i. Ol'd Testa­
ment is requird of all who graduate The New Tes6anient clas~ 
numbered 72 last year. 

Christian -education is just as i-mportant as state mission or 
any other general interest of the kingdom and must be put on t h 
same bash;. We therefore recbmmEmd · 

1. That each pastor in the As'soci::tt'ion preach at least once a 
year on Christian Education ·and our duty • to· support Bapti t 
schools. 

2. · That regular collections be taken in every church every 
year for Christian education and for ministerial education·. 

3. That we patronize these · schools for the education of our 
young people. 

It is also well t0 take conisance of th•· fact that the Stat 
Association has taken in charge a high school at Bodcan in thi 
state, and are attempting to plant a . good institution there. We 
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would rec9mmend that those affiliating with the State Asso ·in. 
tion, foster this institution in every possible way and help to mal<.• 
it one of the greatest institutions in the state. This school is un 
der the supervision of J. V . Vermillion. It is further well t,o 
notice that the home board has taken in hand the building up of 11 

christian college in the mountains west of the Mississippi whi It 
we heartily recommend. Eld. R. F. Nanny, Chair. 

13-We, your committee on resolutions report as follows: 
Resolved that this body direct the Clerk to have the articles or 
faith, rules of decorum and the full proceedings of the body print. 
ed. That the Clerk of this body superintend the printing and 
distribution of same to the various churches and that he have :fivp 
dollars for his fee, said money to be paid out of the minute fun d 
Resolved that this body return thanks to this church and com 
munity for their kindness that they have shown us while wi Lh 
them. H. M. Horn; Chair. 

14-W~, your committee on Sunday Schools :find from t lw 
reading of the letters that there are few Sunday Schools in t ht' 
churches of this Association, and the Bible teaches us to train ou r 
children in the way they should go, and we believe there is nob t 
ter way than to organize Sunday Schools in each church, and not. 
only send our children but go with them, and we further recom 
mend that each superintendent and all the teachers be Baptist~. 
and that the officers be elected by the church and that tb~ supe 1· 
intendent appoint the teachers W. H . Douglass, Chair. 

15- We, your committee on orphan's home, beg leave to -sub 
mit the following report: We now have two Baptist homes in A1· 
kansas - one at Monticello and the other at Texarkana. The hom \' 
at Monticello is under the management of the State Convention . 
and the one at Texarkana is under the managemant of the StatP 
Association. There are about 162 orphan children at Monticel o 
and about 30 at Texarkana. Both are sadly in need of funds. W<' 
recommend therefore that this Association take an offering in 
cash and pledges at 10 o'cloc-k tomorrow for these orphans, and 
we further recommend that each indiv1dual of the church be r C'· 
quested to give or pledge to the home of his choice. ·w e furtb e1· 
recommend that our dmr~;hes and t;unday S~;hools take a publi · 
offering some time during the next Associational year, or the plan 
herein sugge:;ted . We furtiher recommend t;ha t . the Moderato r 
appoint a board ~;ousisting of :five sisters in this Association to a~ · 
sist in collecting funds and soliciting clothes for the orphan child· 
ren of our two homes, and that it be sent to them as near as pos · 
sible in proportion to tde number of children in each home. W. 
R. Jones, Cha.ic. 



MINISTERS, MESSENGERS AND CLERKS. 
········cii.uR"c·ifiis:···································· ................. Miiss&NGiiii!i .............. ························· · · · · ···· · · · · · ··:p~<i:s·-r·oi~·s:· · ·· ·· ·· · ····· · · · ·· ·····-cr.:iiR·K:·s······················x onRES"sE:S:···· .... -
A ntio<!h 
Blooming C"r-ro\'e -
Cotte r 
Frieruishi1> 
g,)pewell 
Ml. Grove 
M t. Plea sant 
Mountain Hom(~ 
Mt. Zion 
New Hope 
~ew Harmony 
Norfork -
New Athens 
N ew Prospect 
Oaltland 
Pilgrim's Hes t 
Pleasant Hill 
North Ycll\•ille 
White ville 
Wis..,·~ Chapel 

Ellet~ Dafron G. W . Pongle, L. 0 Burch 
J oe Smith, Walte r Smith, c . C. Wolf, Mt•rvin Wolf 
W. H. McCuiston, Jno H. Bake r J . P . Lovelace, R . D. Cooper 
R L . Burnett, J. M. Randall 
J . C . Copeland. B B. Borders, J. B. CraLe, H . M - Horn 
Re presented by Le tter 

- S. F . Tue lter, Wesley Barnett Jr, Lee Pin ley -
• W. H. Doughlass, A. D. Jordan, Mrs. A. D. Jordan 

J. B Smith, J L. Smith, J. L. Gillum 
H. C. L a mb, R. F. Nanny, R. L. Carson. W. R . Jones 
G. W . Bayless, J. N . Mahoney 
Eugen" Horton 

• Repres~nted by Letter 
J . H. Stonecipher, G. W . Casey 

• T . J. Me redith. C. F. Stone, S. J Stone 
- J. H. Marle r, B . 1\I. Marle r 
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H. C. Lamb 
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B. L. Bayless 
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IJ. B . Smith 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 

A . Johnson 
L.D Wulf 
W. B. Sherwin 
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Earnest Crane 
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L W. Ba rnett 
J. L. Paul 
J. c. Cas<'Y ' 
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- W. L. J enkins -
IEuge e Horton · 

[
Charley Talburt 
Will Brady -
c . F'. Stone 

- W . P. White 
J. ~'. Etam 
Rliza Langs!as 
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- V. G Brown 
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<ttnnstitutinn. 
Article I.-This Association shall be called and known by the 

name of the "White River Baptist Association." 
Article II.-ThP members composing the annual meetings of 

the Association shall consist of the messengers sent by the 
churahes. 

Article III-The messengers sent by the churches to the an­
nual meetings shall not 'exceedfolir from eacl?- church. 

Article IV-The Association shall meet ann11ally at such time 
and place as shall have been previciusiy appointed. 

Article V.-The officers of the Association shall consist of a 
moderator. Clerk and treasurer, who shall be chosen by a majority 
of the messengers annually at the annual m'eetings of the body. 

Article VI.-This Associatior;t will have no power to control 
or regulate the internal affairs or discipline of l:l,ny church, bpt it 
may adopt and recommend all such measures ::ts shall be consid­
ered best calculated to pr,oduce the harmony and prosperity of the 
qhurces, and to arlvance the Redeeme.r's kingdom. and advise· and 
censult uponsuc;h matters as the churches may a.t any. time _pre­
sent for . their <,;bnsideration and advice. And it may receive 
churches into this Association or dismiss churches from the body, 
inquire into the state of religion in its bounds, and suggest mea.s­
·ures for it.s advancE:ment, and be a common bond of union among 
the churches, but shall not exercise any legislative power over the 
churches. 

Article VII:'---'This constitution may be amehd.ed at any reg­
ular meeting by a vote of 'two-thir(ls of the members present, pro­
vided notice-has been given at a· p~eviops meeting: 

....... 

=~. 

1Be.daratinh .uf 111aitq. 
1. We believe the Holy Bible ~~~2~f.i_tte~ by meq divinely iP..­

spired, and is a perfect t-reasure oHb:~v~hly jtJ,s~:tu.ction; that it 
has G:od fQr its author, salvation :fp(iot's;~~~d, .and tr~th without any 
~ixture of .e_rror for its mapter, that/ i-t -r~:Veals the p~i·i:tciples by 
which God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the 
end of the world, the true center· of Christian union and the su-
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prom standard by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions 
!lou ld be tried. 

2. WA believe that there is one, and only one, living and true 
( :od, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the 
M ftker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly 
j.t' lorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor,· confidence 
n,nd love; that in ·the unity of the God-head there are three persons, 
t,he Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; equal in every divine 
p rfection, and executing distinct but harmonious offices in the 
~reat work of redemption. 

3. We believe that man was created in holiness, under the 
ln,w of his Maker; but by voluntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are 
now sinners, not by constraint, but c:hoice; heing by nature utterly 
void o.f that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclin d 
to evil, a~d therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin 
without defense or excuse. 

4.-We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholl:v of grac . 
through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who, by th ap· 
pointment of the f<'ather, frePly took upon him our nature, y t 
without sin; honored the divine law by his personal obediepce. and 
by his death made a full atonement for our sins; having ri. n 
from the dead, he .is now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in hiA 
wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with divme perfe ·· 
tions He is every way qualified to be an all-sufficient Savior. 

5. We believe that. the great gospel blessing which Chri. t 
secures to such as believe in Him is justification; that justification 
includes the pardon of ~in and the promise of eternal life on prin · 
ciples of righteousness; that is bestowed, not in consideration of 
any work of righteousness which we h~.vedone, but solely throu gh 
faith in the Redeemer ':'; blood, by virtue of which faith his per­
fect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that brings us 
into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God and secures 
every'other blessing needful for time and eternity. 

n. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made fr~e to 
all by the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept 
them by a cordial, penitent and obedient faith, and that nothing 
prevents the salvati·on of the greatest sinner on earth but his own 
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determined depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel, whi ·II 
rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation. 

7. -We belleve that, -in order -to be saved, sinners must be r e 
generated, or be born again; that regen~ration consists in giving­
a holy disposition to the mind; that it is affected in a mannerabov<' 
our compr.ehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection 
with the divine truth, so as to secure.ou:r volunt_ary obedience to 
the gospel, and· that its proper evidence appea;rs in the hbly fruits 
of repentance, faith· and newness of life. 

We repeat that repentance and faith are sacred duties an d 
inseparable graces, wro.ugat in olilr souls by the regenerating 
Spirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, danger 
and helplessness,· and of the ·way of salvation by Christ, we turn 
to God with unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication for 
mercy, at the· same time heartily r~ceiving the Lord Je~us Christ 
as our Prophet, Priest and King·, and relying-on·Him alone· as th 
only all-sufficient Savior. 

9. We believe that election i ' ·the eternal purpose of God, ac­
cording to which he graciously Tegene-rates, sanctifies and save 
sinners; that 'doing perfectly consistent with the free agents of 
man, it comprehends all the means: ~in connection with the end, 
that it is a most glorious di.s'play of God's sovereign goodness, be­
ing perfectly free, wise, h0ly and unchangeable; that it utterly ex­
cludes boasting, and promotes humility, love, prayer, praise, trust 
in God and active imitation of his free · m'ercy; 'that it encourages 
the use of meaRs in the highest -degr.ee; that it may be ascertained 
by its effects in -all who truly believe the gospel; that it is the foun­
dation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard 
to ourselves demand and deserves the utinos.t diligence. 

10. We believe that sanctification is the process by which, 
according to th~ will of God, we are made partakers of hi's holi­
ne s; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in reg~n€n·a­
tion, and that-it is carried 'on in the hearts 'of believers by the 
presence and power of tl:ie Holy SpH-it, the Healer and Comforter, 
in the continual use of the appointed mean~- especi'ally the Word 
of God self"examin~tiori, self-denia.l, :vatchfulJ?-e~s ~D:d ,J?r·ayer. 

11. We believe tb~t such only are true belie:vers -as enqure 



lo t.h nd; that their reserving attachment to Chri t i th gt·and 
111n.rk which distinguishes them from superficial profe~ or. ; Ll :tL 
11 :; p ial providence watches over their welfare, and th y al' lrC'pt. 
h,y th power of God through faith into salvation. 

12. We believe that the law of God is the eternal and 1111 

c•l1 n.no·eable rule of his moral government; that it is holy, just <Wei 
rood, and that the inability which Scriptures ascribe to fall n m n 

to fulfill its precepts arises entirely from their love of in, to d<·· 
li ver them from which and to re~tore them through a mediator L<l 
1111 [ igned obedience to th€' holy law is one great end of th gosp I 
n.nd the means of g·race connected with the establishm nt of tltf' 
vi~ible church. 

13. We believe that a visible church of Christ is a ongt· gn.· 
t.ion of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and 
f'<'llow,;;bip of tbe gospel, observing the ordina[\ce of Chri:;;t, g-ov 
('rned by his laws and exercising the gifts and privileo-e. inv sl<'d 
in them by His word; that its only scriptural officers ar bishop:; 
or pa -tors and deacons, whoRe qualifications and claims and (lut.i s 
nre defined in the epistle;; of Timothy and Titus. 

1-J.. We believe tl1at Christian baptism· is the imm r ion in 
water of a. believer into thP name of the Father and Son and Hol.v 
, pirit, to show forth in a solemn and beautiful ~mblem, our [ait.lt 
in the crncified, buried and risen Savior wit.h its effect, in Ollt' 

<I eath to sin and re,;;urrPC' ion to a new life; that it is a prerequisi 
to the privi lege,; of a chu t"e:h relation and to the Lord's Supper, in 
which the members of the church by the sacred use of bread and 
wine ae' to commemoratB tog-ather the dying love of Christ pr .. 
·eeded always by solemn sPlf-examination. 

J 2. W0 believe that the first day in the week is the Lord 
D::~.y or Christian Sabbath. and it i' to be kept "acrect_ to religiou , 
purpose,;; by ab.sta,i ning from all secular labor and inful recr a­
tion, by the devont observance of all the means of Grace, both of 
private and public, and by pr.:-para tion for tbat rest that remaineth 
for the people of God. 

16. We believe that civil government is of divine appoint­
ment, for the interest and good orde r of human society; and tbat 
magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored and 
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obeyed, except in things opposed by the will of our Lord Jesu . 
Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience and the prince of 
the kings of the earth. · · 

17. We believe that the end of this world is approaching; that 
at the last day Christ shall descend from heaven and raise the 
dead from the grave to final retribution, that a solemn separation 
will then take place; that the wicked will be judged to endless 
punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that this judg­
ment will fix forever 'the final state of men in heaven or hell on 
principles of i'ighteousness. 

i'Rule.s of merorum. 

1. The Association shall commence with religious e.xercises 
and a sermon from some preacher, who shall have been previously 
appointed, unless the Association: shall otherwise direct. 

2. The Moderator of tl;le session shall preside, and the form­
er Clerk shall act (provided they attend) until the letters from the 
churches connected with the pody shall have been read and a 
Moderator and Clerk appointed. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to presicle over the 
meeting during its session and appoint committees (unless the 
Association shall otherwise direct), preserve order. reprove im­
proprieties (except an appeal is made to the meeting by two mem~ 
hers). He shall have a right to spP.ak on, ail subjects, calling a 
member to the chair, and examine and correct the minutes if 
necessary. 

4. The Clerk shall keep a correct copy of the proceedings of 
the meeting, read the letters and documents, and call any mem­
ber to assist him at the close of the m-eeting. He shall take charge 
of the papers anrl documents unless otherwise directed. 

5. The churches shall designate their messengers and report 
their condition by letter. 

6. Preachers in g9od st:mding in other Baptist churches or 
Associations with w"hom we are in fellowship, when attending our 
annual meeting, shall be invited to a seat as correspondents, and 
these meetings shall always be ope_ned with a prayer and closed 
in a ·similiar manner. 
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7. Every member may speak twice on any one Rubject in d . 
b<tte before the meeting, but not more without leave; and wh n 
:--;p aking shall stand and address the Moderator and use decorou:--; 
ILnd Christian language; and no member shall absent himself from 
Lhe Association during the session without leave; and any per on 
wbo shall violate these rules, or the constitution, shall be reprov d 
as the Association shall think proper. 

8. These rules may be amended by a majority of the mem­
bers present at any regular meeting 

9. · The churches shall contribute funds for the ordinary X· 

penses of the body, such as printing the minutes and paying th 
traveling expenses of such members as the Association may , nd 
to other bodies. 

10. A public collection shall be taken by the Moderator at 
each session and applied to such benevolent purposes as the Asso· 
ciation may direct. 

®r1h.•r nf ~usiness. 
1. Annual introductory sermon. 
2. Call of Association to order: by the Moderator, if prPs nt. 
3. Call for church letters and enroll messengers. 
4. Election of officers. 
5. Call for petitionary letters and messengers. 
6. Call for corresponding lPt·ters and messengers. 
7. Appoint committees. 
8. Rea d constitution and rules of order. 
9. Call and correct the roll and note absentees. 

10. Call report of messengers to corresponding bodies. 
11. Appoint messengers to corresponding bodies. · 
12. Call for report of committees in order. 
13. Miscellaneous business. 
1-t Resolutions. 
15. ·Appoint place for next meeting of Association. 
16. Appoint some one to preach the Introductory Sermon. 
17. Adjournment, 
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.lfrnrm fnr Cl!qurrq ~fur. 

Tbe Baptist Church of Christ at . . ...... . . . . .. . 
To the White River Baptist Association: 

Dear Brethern:- We send as messengers Elder . . . 
Bretbern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 

Increase by baptism .. . . . 
Increase by l~tter .... , .. 
Increase by restoration . .... 
Decrease by letter . ... . . 
Decrease by exclusion ... . 
Decrease by death . ... . 
Total membership . .... . 
Constituted in the year 19 .... 
Present pastor . . ... . 
Day of church meeting ..... . 
Number engaged in Sabbath School 
Contribution for minutes S .... . 
Contribution for association~! missions::; . .. . . . 
Contribution for state missions S ... . . 
Contribution for foreign missions$ 
Contribution for ministerial reliefS 
Money expended for pastoral support S . ... . 
Money expended for church buildingS . . ... . 
Money expended for incidental expenses S . .... . 

By order of the church. 
Date ..... . . ... ... . . ... .. . .. 19 .. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moderato!' 
.. . . . ...... Church Clerk. 
Postoffice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . 
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