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MINUTES. 
The White River Missionary Baptist Association met pur-

tutnt to adjournment with the Hopewell Baptist Church, Moun­
t:dn Home, Ark., on Friday, September 1, 1911 at 10 o'clock a.m., 

1 "" Moderator and Clerk being present. The meeting was called 

"' m·der by singing. 
Prayer by Eld. W. D. White. 
Elder J. H. Marler preached the Introductory Sermon, after 

11llieh the Moderator called for the letters from the different 
'h11rches. Bro. J . L. Paul and W. R. Jones were appointed as 
l:o•ading Clerks by the Moderator, After reading the letters the 
\ ~ociation went into an election of officers for the ensuing year. 

'T'he Moderator appointed Elds. A. P. Scofield, McChristian 
11tol G. R Sanders to hold the election for Moderator, Clerk and 
lot•ttsurer respectively. 

l~y motion and sPcond that Bro. Blansett be appointed to as-
1 t Bro. Scofield in holding the election for Moderat<lr. The elec· 

''" e·esulted as follows:- For Moderator, Eld. J.P. Lovelace; for 
I, tl<, W. B . Easley; for Treasurer,. Bro. J. G. Dillahunty. 

( ~n,llecl for petitionary letters. The Mt. Zion Church present­

ol " IPitf't' and by motion and second was received . ThE' Wise 
1, qu•l Church also presented a petitionary letter. 

II,\' motion and second the Moderator appointed the follow­
l•~ld. W. D. White, B. L. Bayless and Brethren W. H. Doug­

\\'. R. Jones and .J. L. Paul as an investigating committee. 
•·tHHmittee repor1A>d favorable, and upon motion and second 

, ltnt•c:h wa~ received into theAssocin.tion. 

~lot.ion and second to take recess until :2 p. m. Carried 
l't·u~'C'l" by Eld. W. R. Carson . 

. AF'T'ERNOON SE SlON. 

1 ' tllt•<l to order b.\' Moderator. 
I '1 '11 ,\'l't' b_y Eld. l~. F. Nanny. 

I' tllt•d rot· rf'l)O't"l of' Corresponding M~i'~Sf'ngers . Eld . .T, P. 

1 'l.tl 't' .. tutNI t.hat hf' '' i~ited Rocky Bayou Association and 

lil t I llwtn sl nm~ in tlw faith and doing a good work. Called 
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for Corresponding Messengers ·from sister Associations. 
Appointment of committees as follows:-

.Deceased Ministers-Eld. W. D. White, B. L. Bayles and I 
M. Jenkins. 

Education-Eld. R. F . Nanny, Fred Far~er; C. F. Ston(• 11 11 I 
R. D. Cooper. 

. Sunday School--Bros. J. L. Paul, J. M. Anderson, and 'i:-~ lt 1 

Elnora Phillips. 

State Missions-W.R. Jones, J. E. Eubank, and A. B . Mon·o" 
Orphans Home - Bros. W. H. Douglas. W. R. Jones and .1 . t 

Paul. 
Baptist Literature-Eld. H. C. Lamb. and Bros. Geo. Ca r·,., 

and Allen Arnett. 
Destitution-Bros. Alex James, H. C. Firestone, A. D. Jor 

dan and L. D. Wolf. 
Womans· Work- Bros. C. L. Dunagan, J. W. Pierce, Si~t, • r 

Elnora Phillips, and Millie Powell. 

Obituaries-Bros. F . M. Angel, J. L. Paul and J . M. Prui t t. 

Associational Missions - Bros. T. 0 . Horn, H. C. Firestott l' 
and E. Daffron. 

Home Missions- C. L . Wolf, F. M . .l\ngel and J. H. Baker . 
For~ign Missions- W. H. Douglas, .J. H. Marler and H. ( 1 

Lamb. 
Temperance-J. B . Smith, R. L. Barp.ett and Bro .. J. R. Will 

banks. 
Finance- Bros. J . W. Ba~ett, J. C. Blansett and J. C. Marlf' r-. 
Bro. John H. Baker was chosen to read the Cons titution and 

Rules of Order. 
Motion and second that the Clerk have until 10 a. m. Satul'­

day to prepare roll oppointment of Messengers to sis ter Associa­

tions. 
Rocky Bayou - Eld. J.P. Lovelace~ C. M. Brantley and Beos . 

R. D. Cooper, L . E. Tucker , I:Ienry H~rn at}d T. 0. Horn . 

. Blue Mountain- Eld. J . A·. Copeland and J. B. Smith. 
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111oolcNl r k- Eld. H. C. L<tmb, and Bro. F. M. Angel. 
Ill U r k-E~d. J.P. Lovelace. 
ludPp< ndence-- Eld. R. F. Nanny and J.P. Lovelace. 

I 
t 'ounty Line-Eld. C. M. Brantley. 
1 ': n·oll County- Bro. Ulis Firestone . 
. 1 otion and second that we suspend the regular order of bu. i­
~~•Hl elect a place for the next Association and some one to 

1 u1'11 the Introductory sermon. Pilgrims Rest and Plea ant 
Il l wt ,. both put in nomination for next Association. A vote was 

I ' '" tLnd Pleasant Hill Church, Bruno; was chosen as the next 
11 .. t lng place for the Association. 

l•:td. J . B. Smith was selected to preach the-Introductory Ser­
uun, withEld. W. R. Carson as alternate. 

Motion and second to adjourn until ~30 p. m., Saturday. 
P1·ayer-by Eld. J . H. Porterfield. 
7:30 p . m.- Preaching by Eld. W. R. Carson, followed by Eld. 

\\' J) . Jennings. 

SATURDAY MORNING 
SESSION. 

Called to order by Moderator. 
Prayer by Eld. J. H. Porterfield. 

Renewed call for petitionary letters. 
Cl'l.lled for report of committees. 
The report on deceased ministers was read and adopted. 

(St' report 1.) 

Motion and second to appoint a comoittee to write a sketch 
ol' the life of Eld. H. H. Hilton a nd to collect funds t.:.> put a monu­
IIH'nt at his grave. Tile committe~ follows: Eld. W. D. White, 
W. D. Jennings, and Bros. W. R. Jones, T . 0. Horn; T. A. Johnson. 

Report on state missiO!lS read by W. R. Jones and adopted. 
( ' ee report 2.) 

Report on foreig n missions r ead and adopted .. · (See report 3. ) 
Motion and second to take recess until 2 p . m. CarFied. 
11 a. m.- Preacbing by Eld. J . B. Smith, followed by Eld. G. 
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R. Sanders. 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Called for report on committees. 
Report on destitution read1 amended and adopted. 

port 4.) 

(S <· ,, , 

Report on Baptist lit,erature read and adopted. (See repOI"t. ,, 1 

Report on associational missions read and adopted. (S n • 
port 6.) ' 

The Moderator appointed a board of five to manage the 1111 

sion work in White River Association. The committee follow~ · 

W. H. Douglas, chairman; T. 0. Horn, secretary; J. G. Dillahunt ,\ 
treasurer; W. R. Jones,.L. E. Tucker. The committee sel <"ll'tl 
Eld. W. H. McChristain as missionary for the ensuing year. 

Repor~ on woman's work read and adopted. (See rep~r:t 7.) 
Report on orphans home read and adopted. (See-report 8.) 
Report of Elder H. C. Lamb,' associational missionary rPntl 

and received. (See report 9.) 
Report of Eld J. B. Smith; associational missionary read n11tl 

received. (See report 10.) 
Rep{;rt on home missions read and adopted. (See report 11 ,) 

Report on obituaries read and adopted. (See report 12.) 
. ~eport on finance read and received. (See report 13.) 
Report on Sunday Schools read and adopted. (See report J.l .) 

Report on temperance read and adopted. (See report 15.) 
Report on education read and adopted. (See report 16.) 
Motion and second to adjourn until 8 o'clock Monday mornin g-

Carried. 
Prayer by Eld. J. H. Marler. 

SATURDAY, 7:30P.M. 

Preaching by Eld .. J. H. Porterfield, followed by Eld. M(· 
Christian. 

SUNDAY _MORNING, 9 O'CLOCK. 
Sundfl,y School rally led by Eld. A. P-. Scofield. 
10 a. m., prP.aching hy Eld. A. P. Scofield. 
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II :llO <L. m., pr aching a t the church house by Eld. W . D. 

\l il t .. :t,nd at the chool hou e by Eld. H. C. Lamb. 

<·oil tion was taken up. for the Orphans Home at Monti · l­

In wllieh amounted to $34:, and one for the home in T xarlntnu, 

'' ,.,, :Lmounted to $21. 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, 3 P. M. 

111' aching by Elder Lee Carson. 

SUNDAY EVENING, 7;30 P . M. 

P1· aching at the Baptist church by Elder R. F. Nanny and 
11 t liP ~chool house by Elder W. H. McChristian. 

MONDAY MORNING, 8:30 A. M. 

rph Moderator called the house to order. P rayer by Eld 1' 

c' M. Brantley. T he Clerk being absent T. 0. Horn was appoin t · 

" 'I Ul rk pro t ern. 
'l'he report of committee on resolutions was read and adopted . 

I. ' I'P r eport 17.) 

Motion and second to appoint an executive committee to look 

'' "''I' our college property, said committee to report at the next 
''· s ion. The committee follows:-T . 0. Horn, J. B. Smith, J. H. 

, l 11 1'ler, W. R. Jones. On motion the Moderator (J. P. Lovelace) 
wu.s adc;Jed to the committee. 

On motion the committee to write the history of this Associa-

1 1on was requested to report at our next session. The committee 

:L:s follows: - W. D. Whitf\, W. R. jones, T. 0. Horn, J . H . Mar ­

lt•r and J. M. Casey. 
Motion and second that we adjourn to meet with the Pleasant 

II ill Baptist Church at Bruno, Ma.rion County on Friday at 10 a. 

111 . before the first Sunday in September, 1912. 

The parting hand was taken, followed by a prayer from the 

Moderator. 
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REPORTS. 
1.-We,"your Committee on deceased ministers, beg leavj• I" 

submit the following: We find that God in his providenc 11 11 

seen fit to take from our midstour dear brother, H. H. Hilton, jHtt ' 

of the pioneer ministers of the White River Association, a11d 
while we regret to give him up, but believing that God doe, 11 ll 

things welll<'lt us bow in humble submission to His will. 
W. D. White, Chairman; B. L. Bayless, M. M. Jenkin . . 

2.~We, your Committee on state missions, respectfully sulo 
mit the following report: 

State missions is a vital part of our denominational work. '1'!11 • 

great unit from which all mission work is launched must for Vj•J 

be the local church. And the local churches of Jesus Christ m 11 I 

forever be left free to carry on God's missionary work as they :-~••• 

fit and proper, so long as they do no violence to New Te!'ltam(' lll 

principles. If the local church desires to send forth one or illOI'I' 

missionaries to proclaim the gospel to a lost world, it has the pl'r 

feet right to do so. If two or more churches decide to a:ffilinl• · 

themselves together into an associationa.l capacity, they also hfw• · 

the right to send forth as many missionaries as they see propN, 

for the purpose of extending the boundaries of God's Kingdo111 , 
and of carrying out the great commission. For the true lo<·ul 

churches compose the "household" of Jesus Christ. He is tilt ' 

' head, not of one only, but of them all c_ollectively. 

For the same reason; if two or more churches desire to atll 
liate together for the purpose of widening their missionary effort , 

and of covering a whole state, they have the same right to do tha.t 
In fact, it is not only the right of the churches to extend th i 1 

missionary efforts to the furthest bounds of the state in whit-It 

ttley are situated, but it is their duty as well. AU the states ill 

the world must be converted to the religion of Jesus Christ befor· .. 

he .can be said to truly rule over the earth. 

In the choice of executives for the purpose of carrying 011 
state mission work thE> matter is entirely in the hands of th1 • 
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llll l'<' lll ls affili a ting th m:selve:s toge ther . They are sover eig n in 

1111 II IILtt rand no association, conventio~ or any other body o l' 

111" MPilf.(ers fraternizing together, shall say them nay. Each loeal 
7 

1 lll tt 'l' ll must be left entirely free in this matter. 

ll11 t we feel that it is the duty of every church to take an in -

1• ti•Mt, in the great work of saving the State of Arkansas for J sus 

1 'i ll 'l:-:L, and we recommend that each church not only send m s · 

l' ll ~l' t'S to some state gathering this fall, but that it contribut to 

1 " t'I',V ing on state mission work as well. At the present ther e ar<• 
I 1\'0 mediums through which the Missionary Baptists of this stat 
11'1 • mu-rying on state _ mission work. One is designated as t il • 

lid•<' Convention. The other the State A~sociation. Each of th l-IP 

r 1'1' simply the executives of the will of the local churches, a:ffilia.t,. 

" Logether. Th ::m there is a third plan of doing state mis 
Inn work-that is for the· church to endorse the missiona ry 

111 1d for the contrihutions to be se_nt direct to said missionary in 

t l11 • fi.eld. 

Your committee regrets that we can not all agree to the same 

1" 111 of d09-_g--state mission work, and earnestly urge the brethren 
111 in vestiagate the different methods of carrying on God's work 

111 our state. 

But in the mean-time we recommend that each church, and 

1111,c·.h individual of every church, be urged to support one of the 

pl;ms of carrying on state mission work, leaving the method to b 

pursued to the best light the 'church may have on the subject, and 

l.o the honest Baptist hearts composing the church membership. 

We recommend that this g reat work be carried on in a spi r it 

or love and not of strife. 

We recommend that all money collected for the purpose of 

1•1t r rying on state mission work through the Executive Boar d of 

t,he ·State Convention be sent to Eld. John T. Christain, Littl 

H.ock, and that all money collected for the purpose of doing stat 

11 ti ssion work through the Committee of the State Association b 

sPnt to 0. H. Echols , Ft. Smith. 
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Trusting that God will, at his own proper time, lead us into n. 
perfect spirit of unity, we are respectfully. 

W. R. Jones, J. E. Eubank and A. B. Morr9w. 
Committee. 

3.-We your committee on foreign missions report as follow. : 
We realize the sad state of affairs in regard to foreign missions in 

our Association. But f.ew churches are giving anything to this 

cause. We want to urge our brethren to think more on this caus 

and do more in propagating the gospel in heathen lands. Christ's 
command: Go into all the w·orld, is as urgent today as it was_ in 

the past. 

We would ask that every church take a collection for foreign 

missions some time duripg the year and forward it to the foreign 

mission field and thus be a helper in the worlds redemption. 

W. H. Douglas, Chairman, J . H. Marler. H. U. Lamb. 

4.-We your committee on destitution beg leave to report as 

follows:-We realize that there is still great destitution within the 

bounds of •this Association, and we recommend that the pastors 

and deacons of the various churches do all in their power to raise 
means for the support of such missionary. Alex James, Chair-

man, H . C. Firestone, A . D. Jordan, L. D. Wolf. 

5.-We your committee on baptist literature beg leave to 

moke the following report:- Fjrst, we recommend the reading 

and careful study of the Bible. Second, we recommend the read­

ing of all sound Baptist literature. H. C. -Lamb. Chairman, 
George Casey, Allen Arnett. 

6.-We your committee on associational missions would r e­

spectfully submit the following: Whereas there is great desti­

tution in in our bounds we therefore recommend that the Modera­
tor a-ppoint a committee consisting of five brethren to solicit funds 

:J 
from any legitimate source that they may choose and employ one 

man for full time or two men for half time as missionaries to 

preach in the bounds of the Association. We urge upon all our 
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11111 l11• r-~ to •ontribute lib rally .for the :support of this work. 
'I' ( ). Horn, H. C. Fire:s~one and E. Daffron 

We your committee on woman's work wish to submit th 

tlltt\ lfl f.\': Realizing the great infl.uence for good wielded by th 

'"'"" of our country and knowing the great things being accom · 
II lt Pcl hy· them along financial, moral and spiritual lines, request 

11 '' 1<11•• brethren of this Association help the women in all of their 
uh•IIVO I'' for the uplifting of their fellow man and forwarding 

C. L. Dunagan, J. W. Pierce, 

_ Elnora Phillips, Millie Powell. 

H We your committee on orphan's homes, beg leave to sub· 

1.1•<' following report: . We now have two Baptist orphan 
ltutnl't-~ in Arkansas- one at Monticello and the other at Texarkana. 

II••· laome at Monticello is unde:r; the management of the Stat Con· 

'uUon; the one at Texarkana is under the management of the 

'"'" A:ssociation. There are about 150 orphan children in the 
ltuut•· a.t Monticello and about 20 in the home at Texarkana. Bro. 
I N, Williams is superintendent and his wife is matron at Monti­

• lin. Bro. Carter is superintendent and his wife is matron at 
I'•• tLrkana. Both of these institutions are sadly in need of money 
'" ltdc<:' care of the children. 

We recommend therefore that this Association take an offering 

11 ••11.s lt and pledges for the orphans and that each individual and 

, 1111 rc:h be requested to give or pledge to the Home of his choice. 
We further recommend that · our churches and Sunday 

..!tool take a public offering for the orphans some time during 

tl 11 • 11 xt Associational year and at the earliest date possible. 
Send all money intended for the orphans home at Mo~ticello 

tu Ht·o. J. ,N. Williams, supt., Monticello, Ark. And send all mon­
,,. intended for the Texarkana home to J. W. Sims, Marvell, Ark. 

W. H. Douglas, W. R. Jones, J. L. Paul. 

H. - Days labored, 100; miles traveled, 662; conversions, 6; ad­

d 1 ions, 11; baptisms, 10. I resigned the mission work April 30, 

111 d took the care of some churches. I have been .paid in full. 
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All but-eight dollars. I resigned the work because of sickn ss Itt 

my family. I find much destitutitm in the bounds of the Wlllt 1• 
River Assooiation. My prayer is that God will send more lab ,. i 11 

to his vineyard . May all the Baptists in the White River As ot'i 11 
tion awaken to a sense of our condition. 

H. C. Lamb, Missionary. 

10.-The following is a report of my mission work during t lt1 • 

past year: Days of labor,-46; miles traveled 363; sermons preadt 
/ 

ed 52, exhortations 32; public prayers, 40; homes visited, 26; nu111 
ber of conversions, 12; churches organized, 7; number of baptism , 

9; money received, $59.50; money due me, $9.00. 
J. B. Smith, Missionary, Arkana, Ark. 

11-We your committee on home missions submit the follow 

ing report: Believing as we do in the preached word of God and 
as the gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that. 

believeth, and as men cannot hear without a preacher and tlw 

preacher must be sent. 
We therefore urge that the churches of the Association giw 

liberally of their means to supply the destitution of our hon t• 

fields, either through the Southern Baptist Convention or the Gen-

eral Association. Respectfully submitted, 
C. L. Wolf, F. M. Angel, John H. Baker. 

12.--We your committee find that God in his providence has 

seen fit to separate from us by death, eleven of our beloved breth · 

ren and sisters, distributed among the churches as follows: 
Friendship, Bro. &herman Bishop; Wises Chapel, Bro. M. 

Hively and A. 0 . Porterfield; Blooming Grove, Bro. Tom Reed; 

New Prospect, Sister Nancy Snow; Pleasant Hill, Mary Cooper 

Fronie Henderson; Quality Ridge, Ada Studdard; Mt. Pleasant, 

_ Rev. H. H. Hilton; Whiteville, Sister Martha White and Ella Tuck­

er; New Athens. Bro. Elisha HalL 
Le1l us humbly submit to his divine wilL 

F . M. Ang-el, J. L. Paul, L . M. Pruett. 
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I ,1, W your committee on ti.nanc beg to make th follow in!( 

I'"' t.; 'l'h r has been paid by the churches of the White Riv '" 
""iiLt,ion for minntes $28.50. J. W. Barnett, Chairman, 

I 

J. C. Blansett, J. C. Marl r. 

I I. We your committee on Sunday schools Ifnd from th< 
1dl11g- or the letters that there are few Sunday schools in th 
tll"i<~tion. And the Bible teaches us to "train our children in 

Itt• way they should go," and we do not believe there is a bet r 

11\ t,han to organize Sunday schools in each church, and not only 

' 11d our children but go with them. J. L. Paul, Chairman, 

J. M. Anderson, Mrs. Elnora Phillips. 

Iii. - We your committee on temperance submit the following­

tt•porL:-Realizing that dram drinking is among the great st 
1 III"MI'H known t<:> our day and time, and knowing that it destroy::-~ 

Ill•' umnhood and usefulness of everyone that partakes of it, and 

I uowing it destroys the peace and happiness of homes and good 

ul"i<'ty. 

'l'herefore, we earnestly recommend that the churches of thi 
\ MOCiation carefully discipline their members who are inclin d 

In d mm drinking and who deal in an;y way in intoxicating liquor:s, 

Further still we recommend that every Baptist voter with­

llnlcl his s'upport from all individuals for politicial preference who 

d1•1d in intoxicants in any way. And that we urge our pastors to 

dt•liver at least one discourse on intemperance to their respective 

t•llurches at their earliest convenience. J. B. Smith, Chairman, 

- J. R. Willbanks and R. L. Barnett. 

We your committe on education submit the following report: 
1~ alizing that there is room for improvement in our public school 

'-~.YStem; and rea.lizing that it is the only means by which our child­

'" 'n obtain the foundation for a higher degree of education, we there· 
l'ore recommend that every Baptist of this Association co-operate 
In every way possible to better s3.me in regard to the morality and 

spirituality of its teachers, and to encourage our children to ob­
ta in as much there as possible. 
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We further recommend Ouachita Baptist College, Arkad lpl1 111 , 

Ark., which is co-educational and is unsurpassedby any other ('d II 

cational institutions in the state, and Central Baptist College. wh il ·h 
is devoted entirely to the training of young ladies, and all oth1•1 

Baptist institutions in the state. 

We further recommend the hearty financial support of 0111 

Baptist institutions by_ our entire brotherhood. 
John H. Baker, Chairman, R. F. Nanny, 

Fred Farmer~ C. F. Stone. R. D. Cooper. 

17. We your committee on resolutions, report as follow 

Resolved first that this body direct the Clerk to have the artich• 

of Faith, Rules of Decorum and the full proceedings of this body 

printed. 

Second, that the Clerk of this boby superintend the printin • 

and distribution of the minutes to the various churches. 

Resolved further, that this body return its thanks to tlw 
church and the community for their kindness that they haw 

shown us while with them. And that the Clerk have five dollar~ 

for his fee, said five dollars ·to be paid out of the minutes fund. 
L. E. Tucker, C. M. Brantley, J_ M_ Randell, 

Committee. 



CBURCU~::.. 

Anti•...:.h 
13.-thel 
Ulu~Jmin.c Gnt'lt• 
t:ntte:r 
Friendshl1> 
Bopew~ll 
Mount Pll'a~ant • 
){,nlntain Grove 
~Juuntaln Home 
1\e'"' Athtn' 
.New Harmony 
New Hope 
New PI\ .. IX!Cl 
Oakland 
Pall~tlnu 
Pill!rhlll< Ne>1l 
Plt>asant nn.vc 
Plea•anl Hill 
Quality Rldl«' 
Sardl~ 
Whitevlllu 
North Yellville 
Yelh·ill ... 
;\1ullnt Ziun 
Wi"" Cha!X!I 

llJJU RCIH~ 

Antioch 
Bethel 
Bloomlnl! G-I"UvU • 
Cotter 
Friend~l h p 
Hopewell 
Mt. Plea~ant 
Mtn. Grove 
Mtn. Hume • 
New Atht•n~ 
New Harmony 
New H•tpe 
New Po.svect 
Oakland 
Pala~tlne • • 
Pi111rim~ Re><t 
Pklasant IJIII • • 
Sardlll 
Whiteville 
:-lorth Yellville 
Yellville 
Mt. Zion 
\VIse Chapel 

'11.-.-......-s 
J. W. PI~Ne. C:. \\. An(l<l. J. M. ('~oft ,....s &. D~ 
A. B. Murrow and J. G. McCarty • • • 

lf 
c : IVA ....... 
Leo Cano<e> W. I'd. Clem, C. L Wolf. L . o. \Volland JasPer Casey 

Eld. J.P. Lovela.:e, w. 8 Sherwin, J. U . Baker and R. o. 
Eld. R. I-. Barnett, J. M. Randall and C. Youna: 

Cooper J. P . Lo.-~tace 
J. B. Marler 

T. o. Hnm, Earnest Crane, s. J Kina: and w. A . Brown 
J. c. 81anoett. J . \V, Banwtt and T. A. Johnson 
J. 1\f. Pruett and M. M. J enkiM 
W H. Douglas. Jamet> F inley, A. 0. Jordan and J. L. Paul 
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MINU'L'ES WHIT E RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCJATTOK 

CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE 1.-This Association shall be called and known 11, 

the name of the "White River Baptist Association. " 

AR~l'ICLE II.-The members composing the annual meeting:-~ 11f 

the Association, shall consist. of the messengers sent by 1.111 
churches. 

ARTICLE III. - The messengers sent by the churches to 1,111 

annual meetings shall not exceed four from each church . 

.ARTICLE IV.-The Association shall meet annually at 11 <' 11 

time and place as shall have been previously appointed . 

.ARTICLE V.-The officers of the Association shall consist or 11 

moderator, clerk and treasurer; who shall be chosen by amajori1 .\ 
of the messengers annually at the annual meetings of the body. 

ARTICLE VI.-T his Association will have no power to contml 

or regulate the internal affairs or discipline of any church, but 11 

may adopt and recommend all such measures as shall be coosid 
ered best calculated to produce the_ harmony and prosperity of t l11 • 

churches, and to advance the Redeemer's kingdom, and advise and 
consult upon such matters as the churches may at any time prP 

sent for their consideration and advice. And it may receiv<• 

churches into this Association or dismiss chu: ches from the body, 
inquire into the state of religion in its bounds, and suggest mea:-~ 

ures for its adva.nce111ent. and be a common bond of union among· 

the churches, but shall not exercise any legislative power over tlw 
churches . 

.ARTICLE VII.-This constitution may be amended at any reg 
ular meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members presen t, pr 
vided notice has been given at a previous meeting. 

DECLARAT IO N OF FA IT H. 

1. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinel:v in­
spired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that i t 
has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any 
mixture of error for its matter, that it reveales the principles by 
which God will judge us; and ther efore is, and shall remain to t h 
end of the world , the truE> center of Christian union and thE> su -
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t, I tit ' ~o~ Lu.nda.rd by which all human conduct, ere d:s and opinions 
ltonlltl lH• t ri d. 

W b lieve that there is one, and only one, living and tru 
tul , uml infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is J ehova, th 
lotlll• t' and Supreme ruler of heaven an<:I earth; inexpre sibly 
loq ·ltt tt H in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor, confidenc 

111ol lov ';that in the unity of the God-head there are three per sons , 
1l11 • fl'tLLher, the Son, and the ljoly Spirit; equal in every divin 
I'' 1 l'••t·Lion; and executing distinct but harmonious offices in th 

" 'Ill· work of redemption. 
a. We believe that man was created in holiness, under th 

It 11 of hi Maker; but by voluntary transgression fell f rom t hat 

lu•l .v tmd happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are now 

11111Pr , not by constraint, but choice; being by nature utterly 

11 d of that holiness required by the law of God, postively inclined 
111 Pvil, and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin 

1 1 l.uout defence or excuse. 
-l- We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace 

lltt·ough the mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who by the ap­

pnlutment of the Father, freely took upon him our nature, yet 

11 lt.l.out s in; honored the divine law by his personal obedience, and 

l• .v his death n;ade a full atonement for our sins; having risen 
l'mm the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in his 

wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with divine perfec­
t Ions he is every way qualified to be an all-sufficient Savior. 

5. We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ 
1'1<' ures to such as believe in Him is justification; that justification 
In ·ludes the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life on prin ­
t•iples of righteousness; that is bestowed, not in consideration of 
any work of righteousness which we have done, but solely through 
!\,Lit h in the Redeemers .blood, by virtue of which faith his per-. 
f ct righteousness is freely imputed to us of God ; that brings us 
into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God and secures 
very other blessing needful for time and eternity. 

6. We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free to 
all by the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept 
them by a cordial, penite~J.t and obedient faith, and that nothiug 
preven ts the salvation of the grea.te~t sinner on earth but hi s own 
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determined depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel, wi111 It 
rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation. 

7. We believe that, in o~der 'to be saved, sinners mu ~t lw ,, 

generated, or be born again; that regeneration consists in o-ivln 

a holy disposition to ,the mind; that it,is affected in a manner a hn\, 

our comprehension by the power of the. Holy Spirit, in conn (\j, 1111 

with the divine truth, so as to secure our . voluntary obedient\1' '" 
the gospel, and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fr11 ll 

of repentance, faith and newness of .life. 

8. We repeat that repentance and faith a-re sacred duties'" "' 
inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by th,e regeneuLi11 
Spirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt. dangt•t 

and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we L\tt 11 

to God w~th unfeigned ~ontrition, confe.ssion and supplication l'ot 
mercy, at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Clwi 1 

as our ,Prophet, Priest and King, and re!ying on Him alone as j,j ,, 

only all-sufficient Savior. 
9. We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God , u1 

cording 'to which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and savl' 

sinner·s, that doing perfectly consistent with the free agents ol 
man, it compreheiJ-ds all the means in connection with the end , 
that it is a most glorious display of God's soverign goodness, ht• 
ing perfectly free, wise, holy and unchangeable; that it utter-ly p,, 

eludes boasting, and promotes humility, love prayer, praise, trmd 
in God and active imitation of his free mercy, that it discouragt•, 
the use of means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertailH•d 
by its affects in all who truly believe the gospel; that it is the foun 
dation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with rega rd 
to ourselves demand and deserves the utmost diligence. 

10. We believe that sanctification is the process by whi ·II , 
according to the wtll of God, we are made partakers of his holi 
ness;·· that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in regeneJ'H 
tion, and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers hy t lw 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Healer and Comfortor, 
in the continual use of the appointed means-especially the Wor d 
of God, self-examinatiun, self-denial, watchfulness-sand prayer. 

11. We believe that such only are truE' believers as endur<' 
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, !Itt• l'tl<l; tl at tlPir r e.' erving attachment to Christ is tlP .rnmd 

'' 111 wlti ·h distinguishes them from superficial professor:-;; Lltn.t 
l'"'·ltLI providence watches over their welfare, and they a,r kflpt 

I 

!Itt' pow r of God through faith into salva:tion. 

1'1• We believe that the law of God is the eternal and un ­
lto~ 11 mble rule cif his moral government; that it is holy, ju. t n.n<.l 

.,,,d , J\,nd that the inability which scripturesascribetofallen m n 

'" lttllill its precepts arises entirely from their love of sin, to c1 • 
h 1 , . t.ll m from which and to restore them through a mediator to 

'"'"11-:'ned obedience to the holy law is one great end ofthegosr 1 
lltd t.lto means of grace connected with the establishment of t h 

1 I Iii<- church. 
1:l. We believe that a visible church of Christ is a congreo-a-

111111 of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and 

'' llow~hip of the gospel, observing tl.)e ordinance of Christ, gov­
' 1 nnd by his laws and exercising the gifts and privileges invested 
111 1,11 •m by His word; that its. only scriptural officers are bishop, 

'" )m:-;tors and deacons, whose qualifications -and claims aqd dutie 
111 • defined in the epistles of Timothy and Titus. 

1-t We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion in 

1 111 <' ,. of a, believer in to the. name of the Father and Son ~nd Holy 
'pirit, to show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith 

111 l.he crucified, buried and risen Savior with its effect, in our 
d<· l ~th to sin and resurrection to a new life; that is a prerequisite 
lo t.he privileges of a church relation andto the Lord's Supper, in 
wlt i ·h the membj;lrS of the church by the sacred use of bread and 
win are to commemora,te together the dying love of Christ pre­
,.,,,,ded always by solemu self-examination. 

15. We believe tlYtt the first day in the week is the !,.ord's 
llu.,y or Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept. sacred to religious · 
purposes by abstain.ing from all secular labor and sinful recrea­
t.lnn, by the devout observance of all the means of grace, both of 
wivate and public, and by preparation for that rest that remaineth 
l'or the people of God. 

16. We believe that civil government is of divine appoint­
"' nt, for the interest and good order of human society; and that 
tlln.gistrates are to he prayed for, cortcientiously· honored and 



1 MINUTES WHITE RIVER BAP'l'IST ASSOBJATTON 

obeyed, except in things oppc:>sed by the will of our Lord J :-~11 

Christ, who is 1Jhe only Lord of the conscience and the prin1 '1· 
of the kin~ of the earth. 

17. We believe that the end of this world is appr:oaching; that 

at the last day" Christ shall descend from heaven and raise t lt1 • 

dead from the grave to final retribution; that a solemn separatio11 
will then take place; that the wicked will be judged to endl :-~ 

punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that this judg­
ment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or hell 011 

princ;iples of righteousness. 

RULES OF' DECORUM. 
1. The Association shall commence with religious exercisi'. 

and a sermon from some preacher, who shall have been, previous I,\' 

appointed, unless the Association shall otherwise direct. 
2. The Moderator of the session shall preside, and the forDI 

er Clerk shall act (provided they attend) until the letters from tlw 

churches connected with the body shall have been read and u 
Moderator and Clerk appointed. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Moderator t~ preside over th1• 

meeting during its session and appoi-nt committees (unless t lw 

Association shall otherwise direct), preserve order, reprove im 

proprieties (excep.t an appeal is made to the meeting by two mem 

bers). He shall have a right to speak on all subjects, calling n. 
,member to the chair, and examiae and correct the minutes il' 
necessary. 

4. The Clerk shall keep a correct copy of the proceedings or 

the meeting, read the letters and documents, and call any n:iem · 

ber to assist him at the close of the meeting. He shall take charg ' 
of the paper.s and documents unless otherwise directed. 

5. The churches shall designate their messengers and report 
their condition by letter. 

6. Preachers in good standing in ot;_her Baptist churcbe.s ot· 
Associations 'with whom we are in fellowship, when attending ou ,. 
annual meeting, shall be invited to a seat as correspondents, and 
these meetings shall always be opened with a prayer and clo,;; d 
in a similiar manner. 
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lt:v< ry. m mb r may peak twice on any one ' Ubj ·tin d<' 

'" ltl•l'w·<· th meeting, but not more without leave; and wlH n 
I'' •tl llf.( :-; ll a.ll stand and ad~ress the Moderator and used c 01·ou :-; 

''" l'ltl'i:-;t ittn language; and no member shall absent himselfi'l'Olll 
It• \ HO ·iation during the session without leave; and any p t·son 

"" l~tdl violate these rules, or the constitution, shall be reprov d 
1i11• A:,;sociation shall think proper. 

H. These rules may be amended by a majority of the m rrt · 

I 1 1 pt· . ent at any regular meeting. 

\1. The churches shall contribute funds for the ordinary X· 

I" 11 "~'of the body. such as printing the minutes and paying tli<' 
It ll't•lino- expenses of such members as the Association may ::; nd 

'" "'''' r bodies. 
10. A public collection shall be taken by the Moderator at 

1 ll'lt :-; ssion and applied to such benevoient purposes as the Assn· 
1 1, 11 inn may direct. 

RULES OF' ORDE-R. 

I. Annual introductory sermon. 

i Call of Asso~iation to order by the Moderator, if present. 
B. Call for church letters and enroll messenger-s. 

-L Election of officers. 
5. Call for petitionary letters and messengers. 

o. Call for corresponding letters and messengers. 

7. Appoint committees. 
Read constitution and rules of order. 

9. Call and correct the roll and no te absentees. 

10. Call report of messengers to corresponding bodies. 
11. Appoint messengers to cor responding bodies. 

12. Call for report of committe2s in order. 

13. Miscellaneous business. 

1-!. Resolutions. 
15. Appoint place for next meeting ..of Association. 

16. Appoint some one to p~each the Introductory Sermon. 

17. Adjournment. 
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F'ORM F'OR CHURCH LETTER. 

The B~1.ptist Church of Christ at .... 
To tbe White River· Bapti::~t Association: 

De-ar Brethren : We send as messengers Elder ..... . 
Brethren ................. . 

Increa~e b_y baptism 
Increase by lett("r 
Increa~e h~· re..;tot'!ttion . .... . 

Decrea::;e b~y letter .... . 
Decreast> by Pxdu:::ion .. .. . 

Decrease hy death 
Tota.l member:::hip .... . 
Con:::tituted in tlw .Yl'<LJ' Hl . ... 

Pre::~ent P<t~tor .. ... . 

Day of chUJ·ch mcC'ting 
Number engagNl in Sabbath School 
Contribution ror minutes · . .... . 

Contribution for assochl.tional missions:-; 
Contribution for state missions~ .... . 
Contr·ibution for ror·iegn missions$ . .... . 

Contribution for ministerial relief~ .... . 
:O. Ioney expended for pastoral support "' 

\Ioney ext>ended for church building:li . .... . 
Money expended for incidental expenses 

By order of the church. 
Date ................... 19 ... . 

. . . . .. ~J OdC'I"II 

. . . . . . ... Church Clerk. 
Po::~toffice .... . ........... . 
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