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MINUTES 

OF THE 

SALINE REGULAR BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION_ 

FRIDAY, October 4, 1872. 

The Saline Regular United Baptist Association met pursuant to 
adjournment, with Salem Church, on Friday before the fi.rst Sunday in 
October, 1872. The introductory ~;ermon was preached by Elder Jo
seph H Howard, from the first epistle general of Peter, second chapter, 
and fourth and fifth verses: "To whom coming, as unto a living stone, 
disallowed indeed of men, lmt chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as. 
lively stones, are built up a spiritd$1 house, a holy priesthood, to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." 

After which the Association took recess for half an hour. 

2 o'CLOfK, P. :H. 

The Association met pursuant tQ adjournment. 
The Messengers being assembled, the Association was called to or

der by the Moderator, Robert M. Thrasher, after singing and prayer 
by Elder E. L. Mainard. 

1. Called for l~tters from the churches composing this Association. 
The following were presented, read, and delegates names enrolled : [Soo 
t~tatis tics of churches]. 

2. Called for petitionary letters; received the following: Big Creek. 
Enrolled delegates name~. 

3. Went into election of officers for th.e present session, where
upon Elder Robert M. Thrasher was elect.ed ModeratO"C", and Brother 
W m. Daniel, Clerk. 

4. Called for correspondence from sister ASS<lciations, wM.reupo~ 
Elders Marshal D. Early and Thomas Whitton were received from 
Red River Association; also Elder Samuel Stephenson from Pine Bluff' 
Association. 

5. Invited visiting ministers of our faith and order to seats with us. 
6. Dropped the following committees: On Prayer, Temperance, Min 

isterial Education and Deacons. 
7. Appointed the following committees, to-wit: On Preachi,pg-

B. W. Nowlan, Thomas :{tatclif, Martin Hickman and John C Hender
son. .Uocuments-Lemuel A. Cook, Wm. Graham·, B. C. Creasman. 
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Deatitution-W. J. Neighbors, C. F. Moore, J. T. Thornton. Sun
day-Schools-J . H. Howard, John Huchingson and R. M ThrMher, 
chairman. Finance-E. L. Mainard, J . J. Adams and L Ellis. Mt£
tual Relation of Ministers and Ch·urches-John Clem, J. E. McGo
veran, N. Cain and A. J. Hendrix. Domesflic .Mi.,s,·ons-R. M. Lind
sey, J. A Vers('r, E. L. Mainard, W. H. Rowan and A. ,J. Ritter. 

8. Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock 
Prayer by L. A. Cook. 

SATURDAY MoRNING, October 5, 8 o'clock. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer Ly Elder Wm. Graham. 
1. Read and adopted the proceedinf.l'S of ye~<terday. 
2. Renewed the call .for letters of churches, whereupon letters from 

Hot Springs, Mount Zion, Sulphur Springs, N~>w Hope and Marble 
were rea.d and delegates names enrolled. 

3. Philadelphia Uhurch was received back in the Association. 
4. Reports from Missionaries appointlld last year were called for, 

whereupon the following were received, ro-wit: Elders C F Moore, W 
J. Neighbors,J. T. Thornton, James Baker, J. J. Adams,R.l\1. Lind
sey, John Clem, J. C. Henderson,.aad J. H. Howard; all read and 
adopted. 

5. The above reports were tuned over to the committee ou Do
mestic Missions, and thev instructed to make a pro rata dibtribution of 
the missionary money collected an¥>ng the Mi&sionaries, according to 
the work done hy each of them. 

6. Elder D. G. Barnett, Messenger from Pine Bluff Association re
ceived, and the right hand extended by the Moderator. 

7. Adjourned to hear preaching by Elder Dyer, and to meet again 
at 2 o'clock P. H. 

2 o'CLOCK P. M. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by Elder A. J. HuchingS"'n. 
1. Appointed corresponden<'e to Mister Associations : 
To Pine Bluff-Elder C. F. Moore, Elder R. :rtl. Lindsey, John P 

Blackwell and EldeF R. M. Thrasher. 
To Judson-Elders James E. McGaveran, Sidney Funk, Ebenezer 

Deer and R. M. Thrasher. 
To Caddo--Elder James A. Balter, F. M. Ratdif and Hardy Wil-

liamson. 
To Dardanelle-Peter Smith, Elder E. L. Mainard, James Craw-

ford, David White and Wm Fowler. 
To Red River-L A. Cook, Wm. Daniel, Wru. H. Rowan, .Elder 

R. M. Thrasher. 
To Caroline-Elder E. L. Mainard, R. M. Thrasher and A. J. 

Huchingson, 
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2. Called for reports from committees. The following were read 
and adopted : 

On Documents. [See appendix A.] 
On Domestic Missions. read and recommitted. 
On Mutual Relation of Ministers and Churches. [B.) 
8. ,Adjourned until Monday morning at 8 o'clock. 
Prayer by Elder Thomas Whitton. 
[For service on Sabbath, see report on preaching]. 

MoNDAY MoRNING, October 7, 8 o'clock. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by Elder J. T. Thornton. 
1. Read sud adopted the proceedings of Saturday. 
2. Called the roll, and marked absentees thus, • . 
8. Renewed the <'.all for reports from committees. 
On Sunday-Schools. [C.] 
On Domestic Missions, read and adopted, D. 
On Destitution. [E.] 
On Finance. [F.] 
4. Called for resolutions : 
1. Resotved, By the Regular United Baptist Saline Association, that 

we employ Brother R. M. Lindsey as Missionary to travel and preach in 
the limits and bounds of the Saline ~ssociation, and that said Associa
tion devise means to remunerate hid:t for services rendered during the 
ensuing Association year. 

5. Adjourned to hear preaching by Elder Dyer, and to meet at half 
past one o'clock P . M 

HALF-PAST ONE C'CLOCK P.M. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by Brother Elliott. 



TO THE MEMORY OF EL~ER WILLIAM GILES. 

WHEREc\s, It has pleased the Great Head of the Church to 

move from us, and from his labors of love on earth, to l en
joyment of the crown above, our beloved Brother, Elder \\ ILLI 

GILES ; Therefore, 

services of the deceased in our midst, this page on our 
be inscribed to his memory. 

Elder WILLIAM GILES wa!:l ordained 

five years ago, in Northfork .church, Saline county, 

by Elder Thomas Whitton •nd W. .J eighbors 

preached successfully in the bounds of the liue 

for about five years ; he vms a firm, zealom! and { 

preacher, universally beloved by his brethren iu C ri . 

departed this life on or about the 25th of June, A. D 1 1 

at Brother Peter Smith's, in Marble t.ownship, Saline count) 
Arkansas. May God bless his bereaved orphans. 

Also, 

BROTHER J. B. MILLER, 

A Licentiate Minister of Bethlehem Church, who was faithfal 
in his calling, departed this life about the 13th of Dece.nber. 

D. 1871. May God bless his bereaved family. 
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2. Reaolved, That we appoint a committee to report at our next session 
on Ministerial education. 

Whereupon, Elder J. H. Howard, John A. Verser and H. McCal
lum were appointed. 

3. R~ved, ThQ.t we appoint Elder :K L. Mainard to preach the intro
ductory- sermon at our next session, and Elder J. E. McGovera.p. his alternate. 

4. Resolved, By this ABBociation, that the Delegates of this body be, and 
they are hereby requested to lay the claims of our Missionary before their 
respective churches, and that they aid in his support. 

5. Reaolved, That our Missiolll!l7, R. M. Lindsey, is authorized and in
structed to take up collections in hts field of labor, and report the same to 
this body at the next session. 

6. Resolt•ed, That we 'tender our most greatful thanks to the brethren 
and friends of Salem church, for the kind and generous manner in which 
they have entertained the ABBOciation during the present session. 

7. Reaolved, That the Articals of Faith be inserted in these minutes. 
8. Appointed Messengers to the ArkanRas Baptist State Convention, to 

meet at Austin, commencing on Thursday betore the third Sunday in 
November proximo, viz: J C Hender~on, E. L. Mainard, J. H. How
ard, A •• J. Nowlan, R. M. Thrasher, R M Lindsey, John Langford, 
W m. H. Rowan, W m. Daniel and C F. Moore, and that we send ten 
dollars contribution 

9. Resol?•ed. That we now raise funds in accordance with the reHolution 
marked 1. 
J. H. Howarrl'' ..................... $20 00 
R. M. Thrasher"'.............. .. . . .. 20 00 
C. J. Ellis* ........................... 10 00 
L .. \. Cook and wife'". paid $6... 25 00 
E. L. Mainard and wife• .... .. .. . 50 00 
B. W. Nowlin*....................... 5 00 
W. H. Rowan• .................... 20 00 
A. J. Nowlan* ....................... 5 00 
W. J. Xeighbors .................... 10 00 
J. T. Thornton*..................... 5 00 
John Langford"..................... 5 00 
M. P. Goodman..................... 5 00 
M. L. Nelson, paid................. 5 00 
Mary J. Harrison......... ......... 5 00 
.TamesM. Goza•...... ............... 2 50 

J. A. Verser• ......... ...... ......... 5 00 
Ernaline Elliott'*......... ... ...... .. 5 00 
f\ J. Califf* .......................... 10 00 
(. F. Moore........................... 5 00 
\ B. York•...... ......... ........... 2 50 

'Vm. Daniel*........................ I> 00 
J C. Henderson*, paid........... 5 00 
H. M. Cain*.......................... 5 00 
D. L. Milliner....................... 5 00 
L. Ellis...... ......... .... ... .. .. ... ... .. 5 00 
.Tames Baker*......... ......... ...... 5 00 
Marshal D. Early.................. 10 00 
Wm. Fowler, paid ............. :... 5 00 
N. T. Williams....................... 5 oO 

10. The above names, marked thus •, hold themselves bound 
tor 1he sum of $350, including the above amount subscribed, to be paid 
to our Missionary 

11. The Clerk to superintend the printin11: and distribution of 800 
copies of these minutes, and that he be allowed twenty dollars for his 
services. 

12. Resolved, That the ABSociation hold the next session with Brushy Creek 
Church, twenty-three miles south-east from Rockport, on the Ark.aiielphia. 
and Pine Bluff road, commencing on Friday before the first Sunday in Octo-
ber, 1873. 

13. There· being no further busi~ess, th~ Moderator ar.nounced the 
Association ready for adjournment. After appropriate remarks by !J!.e 
Moderator, Brother Lindsey. led in prayer, atter which a suitable hymn 
was sung. During singing the brethren gave each other the parting 
hand, aud then the Association adjourned to meet at the time and place 
above appointed, peace and harmony prevailing. 

R. M. THRASHER, .Moderator. 
WM. DANIEL, Cle·rk. 



APPENDIX-

(A.J 
Your Committee on Documents submit the following report: 
We find on examination of the several letters presented to your body, 

nothing of interest beyond the general business which usually comes before 
the Association. Respectfully submitted. 

L. A. Coox, Chairman. 

[B.] 

On Mutual Relation of Ministers and Churches, your 1·ommittee beg 
leave to submit the following as thE>ir report: 

Whereas, the true minister is called of God to preach by and through the 
Holy Spirit, making impressions upon his mind that will not admit of his en
jQying a conscience void of offense until he shall have begun to discharge his 
duty ; therefore, as in the case of Paul, it is of necessity he preach the Gos
pel. But seeing that all men have not these impressions, and furthermore, 
that all men do not preach, it becoi1 es the duty of the remaining part of the 
body, that is the Church, to not only set him apart with full authority to 
preach and to administer the ordinances, but to pray for him, and not o~y 
so, but encourage him and sustain him bv their pecuniary support, that the 
word of the Lord may have free co-qrse and be glorified. 

Respectfully subihitted, 
JAMEl:! E. McGovERAN, Chairman. 

[C.] 
Your Committee on Sunday-Schools are at a great loss to decide what 

course to take in preparing a report on this important subject. Reports have 
been made from year to year, and published in the minutes of this Associa
tion, setting forth the importance, propriety and necessity of a more careful 
and systematic studr of the Bible by the members of the Churches com
posing this Association, the duty of church members to teach their children, 
and to all others who are willing to be taught, and to accomplish this the 
more successfully the churches have been recommended to organize Bible 
clsBses for church members and others who desire to studl the Bible and 
bring the children and young people together on the Lord s day, and teach 
them the doctrines of the Bible; and yet all this seems to have had very lit
tle effect in getting the churches to organize Sundal-Schools and to take hold 
of this work, as but two churches report Sundav-Schools in the letters sent 
up to this Association. Now, it seems to your committee that if some plan 
could be devised to get the churches to carry out the recommendations of 
t~ Association in reports on this subject at former sessions, we would not 
have the same report to make from year to year viz: "That little has been 
done, less reported in the letters." Brethren, why is it that there is so much 
ne~lect, and that so little has. yet been done? Your committee is of the 
opmion that one reason of this neglect is a want of interest on the part of 
the ministers, and especially the pastors of the churches. It is an old max
im, "Like priest, like people," and there is no doubt that the interest of the 
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churches upon this, or any other duty, is in a large measure just in propor
tion to the mterest of those who are called to be pastors and teachers. How 
can it be expected that a general interest will be felt upon this subject by the 
churches, when pastors do not urge its consideration upon their churches? 
A ~ pro_P,ortion of the Messengers to the annual meetings of this Advi
~ry Donnell is' composed of the ministers and pastors of our churches. 
These brethren are usually upon committees, and do most of the speaking 
upon the different reports and advocate their adoption, and yet go home to 
forget or neglect the very measures they recommended at the Association. 
Unless the preachers change their practice, how can it be expected that the 
churches change theirs. We believe anoilier reason why this duty is not 
observed by the churches is because the Lord's daY. is not properly observed. 
Most persons, and many church members think if they abstain from their 
secular pursuits, that is, if they do not work on their farm'!! sell their mer
chandise, etc., or in other words, if they do nothing on the LOrd's day ,that 
they spent the Sabbath according to the scriptures. But to abstain from sec
ular duties is only one part of the duty : the other part is to devote the day 
to the worshlp of God and deeds of mercy. Chri~:~t taught that it is lawful thUB 
to do good on the Sabbath day. Mark 3; 1, 5. It was the custom of Jesus to 
read the scriptures and teach the peopele on the Sabbath day. Luke 4; 14, 
21. It was also the cUBtom of the Apostles and the first Church, which 
was organized bv the Saviour, and which was a Baptist Church, to meet on 
the Lore:i's day for worship and religious iBstruction. Now, if the preachers 
of this Assocmtion would preach upon this important subject until the 
churches came up to the New Testament model-until the churches meet 
every Su:nda~ to worship God and study the Bible, it would of necessity en
courage the Sunday-School work. Therefore, 

Resolved, That we recommend that all he ministers of this Association, 
and especiallv the pastors, preach upon the importance of studying the Bible 
and make an· eifort to ol'llllllize a Sunday..SChool in each church of this Associ
ation during the ensuing year. 

That we reconllDend to the churches : the A880Ciation the importance 
of keeping the Sa~ath or Lord's day acco'l'ding to the requirements of God's 
word ; that is, that they meet together • · 1 ry Lord's day at the bouse of God 
for worship and religious instruction. 

Ret!pectfully submitted, 
R. M. THRASHER, Chairman. 

[D.] 

Your Committee on Domestic Missions would respectfully submit to 
your honorable body the following report, to-wit: 

Having carefully enmined and considered the several reports of the Mis
sionary Ministers, we have to report that the great. destitution in the limits 
and bounds of our Association1 have been supplied to a limited extent. Some 
of our ministers have labored taithfully and not without effect. Many have 
been brought to a knowledge of the truth at; it is in Christ Jesus, our Re
deemer. The field of destitution in the limits and bounds of our A880Cia
tion is very great, and, dear brethren, we feel that it is uur solemn duty to 
ask the ABSociation to devise some means of relief for the destitute, more 
than has yet been done. We find that the missionary fund in last year's 
minutes show the amount contributed to · ,20(), of which sum $92 50 have 
been collected, leaving a balance clue and uncollected of $107 50. We 
award to the following named Missionaries, R. M. Thrasher $20; Rufus M. 
Lindsey $40; C. F. Moore $23; John C. Henderson $23; W. J. Neighbors 
$23; J. J. AdaiDB $23; James A. Baker .U5; John Clem 11; J. H. Howard 
$11; J. T. Thornton $11. We request the Treasurer to pay t() our Mission
ary Ministers the amount paid by each of them, and pro rata of the re
mainder according to their claims as allowed by this committee. All of 
which is respectfully submitted to your honorable body. 

E. L M..uNABD, Chairman. 



ORDAINED MINISTERS AND THEIR POST-OFFICES. 

J .. T. \II \MS ....................................................................... Harold, Ar'k 
\\'. J. ~EIUHBOPu.'l .................................................... l..Jt "'1·;·1 · ·,, " 
1-'TEPHEN ROW........................................................... " " " 
.J. ('. liENJJERt:O'-; .......................................................... Benton, " 
.1 0 II \ ~ Pl ltLIN ........................................................ JI, 11 Sprin~.,. '· 
W.M.YOl'\(, ............................... , ...................................... Tuhp," 
( '. F. MOOR ~ .................................................................... " mt m, " 
\ . .J.lll'( lli'I· 0\ .................................................... 'orth Point, " 
L. L. )1.\l~ .\RD...................................... ........ ........... ' 
.J( lH' CLE:\1. .................................................................. R<X·kport, ' 
l~l Fl · M. LI ' Dr:EY..... ......... ... .. ......... ........ ......... ...... ·• 
1{, 11. THR 1:-IJEH ...................................................... . 
,J08EPH H. HOWARD .................................................. . 
• J. T. TIIOHN'f(l~ ......................................................... .. " 
B. )I. J>U ILLII '........ ...... ...... . ... • ................................. . 
li. II. UHEEN ................................................................ .. 
. J. .\. BA KEH...... ...... ...... ........ .. .................................. )lt. I la. " 
\\ :\[. llR.\.li<\.\f........................ .. ................................. [,, l;port, " 
.J. E .• \lc(iUVEHA. \ ......................................................... · 
s. f. FT XK ........................................................................ Tulip " 
,JIJSJ.I'll ('. }fEEK~ ....................................................... Hoel;:port, " 

-
LICENTIATE MINISTERS AND THEIR POST-OFFICES . 

. 1. :\I. -\:\IE&':II)X ......................................................... Hot Hprings, Ark. 
(' .. J. ELLIOTT ........................................................... North Point, " 
\V. II. lJA VIS ....................................................................... Tulip " 
11\ Vll> \VHITE .................................... ~ .................... Aikin.,' Htore, 
.J<III\ .\. EA~";LEY ............................................................ Midway, " 
I'El'ER ~";'1'-\ IN ER ......................................................... Owensville, 
\\'. D. ~MITH ..................................................................... Harold, " 
.J<IIfN LANGFORD .................. , ... _ .............................. Little Rock, " 
,f. 1~. J:4~TJLI~......... ......... ......... ... .. ... ...... ...... ...... ......... '' '' 
II.('. TOMLIN~";O~ ............................................................. Harold, " 
L. Y :\Tl-~'5 .................................................................. Fitzhugh Mill, " 
l•'. ~1. ~\NDFORD ........................................................ North Point., ·· 



ABSTRACT OF FAITH. 

AnT ret.~; 1. \' e believe ui one true and living God, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost. 1st John, 5th ehapterhand 7th verse, John 1 1, 
•·aapter' 1 t 2nd. and 3d verses. 1st Timothy, 3d c apter, and 16th verse. 
• ART. 2. We believe that the scriptu~£omprilli.ng the Old and NeW' 
taments are the word of God, and the on~ rule of faith and pnwtice. 2nd 
'l'imot 1 , 3d chapter, llith and 16th verses. 2nd Peter, 1st d~pter, anrl 
2nd verse. Rom., 15th chapter, and 4th ven;e. 

\ R1'. 3. We believe in the doctrine of election, accord'mg as God ha.<~ 
eho8Cn u:; in Christ before tlie foundation of the world, that we should lr 
holy and without blallle before him in love in whom ye also trusted, often 
t.hat e heard the word of truth, the gos~i of your salvation; in whom also 
after· ye believed ye were sealed with that hoh spirit of promit!E. Eph. 1st 
chapter, 4th aml 13th verses. 1st Peter, J st chapter, nnd 2nd verKe. 1st 
'1'1 ". :!nd chapter1 13th and 14th' · ,. 

~R'l'. I. We beheve in the doctrine of original Kin by the fall . 1f 1\.dam. 
< .1. 3d chapter, Uth and 7th vcn;es. P~l r 5th anrl 6th ,·crs(',s. Hom. 5th 
<•1\upter, 12th and 14th verse~. 

AllT. 5. We believe in man's incapacity, by hi11 own r ·• will and. ubili
t\ to recover himself from the fallen state m which " is in by nature. 
it~uiuh., 1st cha.pter, 5th and 6th verses. John, Gth dr .• pter, 44th ven;P. 
Eph., 2nd cha~ter, and 1st ven;e. 

\rtT. U. 1\ e believe that sinnerR arc 1fied in the sight of (, l by the 
im111 ' I light~ •>USIWHS of Jesw Christ ont . Jer., 23<1 chaptcrl and Gth verse. 
Hom., 4th chapt<.'r, and 22nd verse. 1st<. • ., l$t cbaptert ana 30th V< • 

\In". 7. We- belit·n ~t the saints shill be preserve<.! in grace, and nev<'r 
fall finally away. Psalm6&tb, 23d and 3l~t ver;;ts. Heb. 8th cha1)ter, lOth 
and 12th verse!:!. .John, lOth cha_pter, ::u ~8th verE!C. 

\RT. 8. ,y, believe that baptism and tl Lord'!:! ~>upper nrc tmlinancl·>< 
of Jesus ('hriAt, un<l that the true btlieven< are the only subjects~ bapti!IIDi 
and. that by immersion is the Apostolic' >de. Mark, 16th chapter, 15th anc 
Wth verses. Acts, 2nd chapter, 41st and 42nd verses. Rom., Uth chapter, 
:{(1, 4th, 6th and ith verses. Mat., 28th chapter, Hlth and 20th ven;es. l!'t 
Cor., 11th chapter, 23d and 26th verses . 

.\.HT. 9. We believe in the resurrectlmt of the dead, an<\ in a genebl 
jud~,'ment, and that the felicity of the righteous and 'the punishment of th.e 
wicked will be eternal. John ·5th chapter, 28th and 29th verses. 1st Cor .. 
loth chapter, 22nd and 25th ve~es. Rev., 20th chapter, 12th, 13th, 14th and 
l l)th verses. 

AnT. 10. We believe that no minister has any right to administer the or
dinances of the gospel but one who is regularly baptized, called, and com('.R 
nnder the imposition of the bands of the l'resbytery. Mat. ~th chapter. 
Hlth and 20th verses. 1st Tim., 4th chapter, llnd 14th verse. Titus, 5th chap
ter, and lOth verse. 

AKT. 11. We believe that. none but regularly baptized members have aright 
to commune at the Lord's table. Acta, 2nd chapter, 41st and 47th verses. 
chapter 18th, 8th and 11th verses. 1•• Cor., 11th chapter, 23d and 24th 
verses. 

AR1'. 12. We believe that the Lord's dav should be observed as a day 
of rest and religious devotion. Ex., 20th chapter, and 8th verRe. Acts, 20tb 
chapter, and 7th verse. Rev., 1st chapter, aml lOth Yerse. 



CHURCHES. CoUNT! liB. NAMF.J< OF DKJ.Y.flATiill. 

1 Alder _Spring .. .... !Hot Springs ... ~ re~reBt'nted ...................................... .. . 
~ ~ Bethlehem ......... 1\t:ontgomery ....... A. J. B1tter, John Guerin, J11mes HuJ'Ijt• ....... . 
3 Big Creek ........... Hot Springs ....... J. E. McGoveran, G. W . .Brown, H. EllioWI .... . 
41De.Roch.e ........... Hot S~rings ....... B.l\I. Phillips,* W. B. C~h,* J. T. Thomto 
5 ElhsSpnngs ....... PulMlo .............. A. J. Hnchmgson, L. Elhs, J. Langford..... .. 
6 /Fmnceway ......... Hot Springs .... ... James Clardy,• H. J. Clift, A. Wallace ........ r 
7 Fair Play ........... Hot ::lprings ....... C. F. Moore, M. F. Car~enter, A. Hendrix* .. .... . 
8 Friendship ......... , Mon~omery ....... W. F. Harden,• M. E. felton, L. D. Pitts• ..... ... 
UIHotSprings ........ Hot Springs. ...... J. H. Howard ........ ....................................... !. 

10jlentucky ........... Salem ............. Wm. Terry, Wm. Glenn, B: McDaniel. ..... -
11 rush Creek ...... Grant ................ E. B. Deer, S. Funk, James Deer .................... .. 
12 Lone Hill ........... Hot Springs ....... J. Clem, W. lU>use, D. M. Hammonds ......... .. 
13jMarble .............. Saline ..... ! ......... D. Wilhite, Wm. Fowler, T. C. Glenn ........... ,., 
l4 .Magnet Cove ...... Hot Springs ....... L. A. Cook, R. C. Thrasher, • J. A. Verser ...... -
15 Mt. Pleasant ...... Montgomery ....... C'. H. Mut~e,* C. Cain, J. A. Muse ................. .. . 
161Mt. Tabor .......... Montgomery. ' . ::landlin, T. Ra.tdif1 W. D. Smith* ............... .. 
17 1 M~ Zion ............ Montgomery ....... G. W. Nowlan, J. Biadia,* J •. moC'her* ............ .. 
181North ,Fork ........ 'Saline ............... C. Davis, B. Cox, J. Hill.. ............................. ~ •• 
19-New llope ......... Grant ................ ~B. M. Lindsey, A. Bagley, S. D. Bird ............... . 
20 New fiope ......... Montgomery .... ..._. R. Beck,'-' Thomas Mabery,• W. Witherep~. 
:.!1 Ouachita ........... Hot. Springs. N. Williams, J. A. E!IRley, M. L. Benson* ......... .. 
22:0ak Grove ......... Hot Spmngs ..... W. Graham, W. Daniel, A. Day., ................. .;; .. 
23 Pleasant Grove ... Pulaski.. ............. :K L. Mainard, 0. J. Elliott, B. W. Nowlin ....... . 
24 Pleasant Hill ...... Hot Springs ... . . M. P. Goodmnn, J. M. Goza, .A. B. York .......... . 
25 Philadelphia ....... Perry ................ James·Cmwfurd ............................................. . 
:!6 Rockport ........... ilot Spring11 ....... R. M. Thrasher, W. H. Collie." W. L. McCoy* .. 
27 RockSpring ........ Montgomery .. _ ... J. J. Adams, .T. Blocher, J. Harlin ................... . 
:.!IS Salem ............... Raline ............... J. Cooper, M. Hickman, .A.. Gentr-y ................. . 
29 South Fork ......... Hot Springs ....... W. J. Neighbors, J . Spurlin," P. M. Cain .......... . 
30,Smith Creek ...... Hot tlprings ....... J. H. EvanR, B. ~ance, J. M. Huchlngson ........ .. 
31 Spring Creek ...... Haline ............... B. Creaseman, W. Knight, H. L. Glenn" .......... . 
321;lulphur Sprin! ... j}lontgomery ....... J. A. Baker, J. J. llakcr, G. Hopper* .............. . 
33 Union ................ Salino ............... ,J. C. Hendemm, A. Simmons,"' T. M. S11udford• 
34 Zion .................. Hot Springs. ...... W. H. Rowan, W. H. Phillip~<, W. B. l'lmith"' ... .. 

Tnt.tl ..................... .. 



·~ ~s .. 2 -~ ::: .. s 
t 2 ........... . 
· •. 3 ... ... 1 

.... ... .... .. .. 
21 J 1 ..... . 
.. 8[ 2 ..... . 
1 4. 1 2 .. . 
. Jl ........ . 

(~~;~:::f: ::~ 
1 .... ~ ..... . 
~ 3 ..... . 

·~l:i ::~ ::i ::i 
• 1 ... :.. ... l 
t 1 ... ... I 

CLERKS AND THEIR 

PoST-0FFICF..s. 

H: 4 ...................................................... Hot Springs ..... . 
621 4 $ 2 00 W. J. Neighbors. .. F. M. Guerin, Hot Springs .... .. 
l3, 2 ......... J. H. Howard .... George Btown, Rockport ....... . 
86 21 3 OG J. Clem .............. W. Holcum, Rockport.. ......... . 
20· 3 2 00 A •• J. Huchingson J. S. Ellis, Little Rock .......... .. 
82 4 5 15 J. Howard ......... ~Alfred w.-, ~ockport ...... .. 
62 Sl 4 00[0. F. M. oore ........ A. Hen~ ru.rplay .......... .. 
44 3 2 25 W. J. Neighbors .. W. 1J. H, , Harold .......... . 
16 1 2 50.J. H. Howard ..... J. L. ~:ver, Hot Springs .. . 
3~ 3 ~ 4010. F.M<?ore ........ IW. K. lock, lle!iton .• ~ .... .. 
66 ... 3 00. R. M. Lmdsey .... JamM . Page, Tuhp ..... ~ ..... . 
:l9 l 4 35[.T. Clem ............. J. W. N~on, Rockport ........ . 
t>4 2 3 00 W. J. Neighbors. J. N. Nael, Aikh1s' Store ........ . 
40 4 5 00 1 0. F. Moore ......... T. A. Verser, Rockport .......... . 
43 2 2 50 W. J. Neighbors .. Thomq H. Ritter, Harold .... .. 
19 4 l i51J. J. AdamR ........ 0. 1-lll~llarold ............... .. 
;36 ••• 1 50 ,J. A. Baker ........ T. J.J)Iletnous, Harold ............. . 
20 .. . 2 00 J. C. Henderson .. S. A. ett, Benton .......... .. 
35 l 2 00 a. M. Lindsey .... A. I -i'itzhugh Mills ..... . 

.J 50 J. J. Adams. ....... W.'" oon, Harold ...... .. 
...... J. Clem .............. J. J. 'dway ................ .. ~ .. !I 

. 46 ·)I .. ......... , 3") ·2-.· l ...... 2J v 

5 00 R. M. Lindsey .... A. Da: t~port. ................ . 
~ 00 J. C. Henderson .. W. W. Brother;;, North Point. 
4 00 ( . Rice ............. M. P. Qoodman, Rockport .... .. 1 l I 1 ... 53, 2 

.. : ::: '3 ::: ::: '":il "31 
:! .. ·r·· ... $ 1 
:: 2 ... 1 Ill 1 

~ ...... , .. 5811 
ti ::'. 3 1 ... 58 3 
7 3 ... ... ... 87 ... 

.. ... ... ... 16 I 
29 t 
81 2 

fit;. :>4 2 ;) 6 13 lttl6 

.............................. Jas. c"rawford, Tyler Bluff ..... . 
5 00 J. H. Howa,rd ..... H. McCallum, Rockport ....... .. 
1 50 J. J. Adnanf ....... W. R. Adams, Harold .. - ..... .. 
...... J. C. Henderson .. T. J. H.'t'Jliierts, Owensville ....... . 
3 00 W. J. Neighbor!'! .. J. H. CaYer, Hot Springs ...... .. 
6 00 C. F. Moore ........ J. M. HlHlhingson, Owensville 
1 00 D. G. Barnet ...... H. 1:1. <.:Heen, Benton .............. . 
1 00 J. A. Baker ........ Joel B. Bakerl.Mt. Ida .......... . 
...... J. C. HendeJ'SOn .. A. SimmonR, l'i orth Point .... .. 
.J 00 J. Clem .............. W. H. Rowan, RocJtilort ........ .. 
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LICENTIATES MINISTERS AND THEIR POST OFFICES. 

James M. Amerson, 
.Junius B. Miller, 
C. J. Elliott, 
James E. McGoveran, 
.W. H. Davis, 
David Wilhite, 
W. D. Smith, 
S. F. Funk, -

Post Otllcc. 
Hot Spriegs, Ark. 

" " 
North Point, " 

Rock Port, " 
Tulip, " 

Akin's Store, " 
H'arold, " 

Tulip, " 



CIRCULAR LETTER. 

BY R. M. THRASHER. 

".And how Shall They Preach, Except 7hev 6e Sent1'' 

Beloved Brethren-! was appointed to write a circular letter on 
the subject of ''Missions," for publication iu the Minutes of the late 
session of the Saline Regular Umted Baptist Association, which 
convened with 1\it. Pleasant Church, Montgomery county, Arkansas, 
on Friday before the 4th Sabbath in October, 1871. 

The word .Miuionary, literally signifies one sent with authority to 
transact business. When religiously applied, it means one sent to 
propogat4t"eligion. Should one go and preach or transact business 
in his own name, and upon his own account, he would not be called 
a missionary, for he could not be said to have been sent. One who 
believes that men ought to be sent into countries destitute of the 
gospel to preach Christ to perishing sinners, is a missionary in re
spect to doctr1'ne. Because he belleves in sending the gospel to 
those who are destitute of it. All regular Baptists are mission
aries. Let us search the Scriptures for a few examples and proofs: 

lat Example.-J ohn the Baptist was a missionary : "There was a 
man sent from God, whose name wns John."-John i, 6; Mal. iii, 1. 
He came from God-came with authority to transact business for 
Him who sent him. But what was he sent for? "To ma.ke ready a 
people prepared for the Lord."-Luke i, 17. How did John exe
cute his mission? He taught the people, 1st, Repentance. 2d, 
Faith in a coming Saviour.-Acts xix, 4. 3d, Baptism.-Mark i, 5. 

How was he supported ? God who sent him provided for him :
" His meat was locusts and wild honey," " his raiment camePs 
hair.•'-Matt. iii, 4. To whom did he make his report? To God 
who sent him. 

: 
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2d .Example.-J esus was a missionary : " God sent not his Soo 
into the world to condemn the wor~d, but that the world through 
nim might he saved."-John iii, 17. He performed the will of hia 
.Father. He came to John and approved his mission, submitting to 
his baptism.-Mark i, 9. He preached, 1st, Repentauce. 2d, Faith.-
Mark i, 15. 3d, Baptized {his disciples baptized at his order).
John iii, 22. 4th, Taught his disciples (his church) Mark fifth and 
seventh chapters; Luke vi, 13. 5th, Ordained twelve to preach.
Mark iii, 14. These he called Apostles.-Luke vi, 13. These were 
called Elders.-1 Peter v, 1. 6th, Gave the principles of Church 
discipline.-Matt. xviii. 7th, Instituted his Supper.-Matt. xxvi, 
26-30. 8th, Was crucified and buried. He arose from the dead, and 
ascended t.o heaven.-Mat. 27 and 28 chapters. He came from God, 
-came with power and authority ,-finished the work which the 
Father sent him to do,-and reparied to God,-though he was rich, 
for our sakes he became poor. As a man his wants were few; and, 
were supplied in part by his own miraculous power, as when he mul
tiplied the loaves nnd fishes.-Mark vi, 11. Or when he provided 
the tribute money.-Mat. xvii, 27. And in part from the common 
treasury of his Churr.h. Judas Iscariot was treasurer.--John xiii, 
29. 

3rd Example.-Before our Lord's death, he called unto him the 
tweh·e whom he ordained to preach the Gospel, and sent them forth, 
two and two, to preach. And they went forth and preached as the 
Saviour had taught them. These were Missionaries. They were 
commanded to take neither gold, silver, purse, nor scrip. They were 
supported by the generous contributions of the people to whom they 
preached. Their mission was self-sustaining. And " the spirit of 
the Father" was with them, and they wrought miracles; and, after 
a successful tour~ they returned and reported to their M'llster.-Mat. 
chap X and xi, L Also Mark vi, 7-30. 

4th Example.-After these the Lord appointed (ordained) other 
seventy also, and sent them before his face into every c1ty and place 
whither he himself would come.-Luke xi, 1. These seventy were 
sent. They were Miseionaries. They went forth and preached, say
ing to the people, "the Kingdom of God is nigh unto you."-Luke 
x, 9. They were supported as those in the Third Example. They 
returned and made their report to Jesus.-Luke x, 17-20. 
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5th Example.- Towards the close of our Saviour's Ministry, after 
he had instituted the Supper, and just before he was betrayed, he
said to his disciples: " When I sent you without purse, and scrip. 
and shoes, lacked ye anythmg? A~d tlley said, "Nothing." Then. 
said he unto them: "But now, he that h!l.th a purse let him take it, 
and likewise his scrip."-Luke xxii, 35 and 36. Soon after this he· 
was betrayed and crucified. 

6th Ezample.-After he had arisen from the dead, before he a91o 

cended to heaven, for the last time he sent them, saying, "All pow,er 
is given unto me in heaven, and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the narr.e of the Father, and or 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: teaching th~m to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you. And lo, I am with you always, 
even: unto the end of the world. Amen."-Mat. xxviii, 17-19. These
tarried at Jerusalem, "waiting for the promise of the Father,"-the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit,-which occurred un the dayQf Penticost. 
-Acts, chap. ii. They then began their mission. 

They taught: 
1st. Repentance. Acts ii, 38. 
2nd. Faith. Acts ii, 41. 
3rd. Baptism. Acts ii, 38-41. 
4th. To observe all things pertaining to Christian uuty. Act;s. 

ii,41. 
But how were they supported? By the spontaneous and liberal 

offerings of those who came into the Church during this precious 
season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. ]:i'or they sold 
their possessions, and cast the price thereof, the mo11ey, into the 
treasury of the Lortl.-Acts ii, 46; Acts iv, 32-37. This spontaneous 
and wholesale offering was not compulsory, as may be seen in Acts 
v, 4. But I am persuaded that God, who knew what severe trials 
and persecutions awaited these Baptists at Jerusalem, inclined their
hearts to " sell their possessions,•' and have "all things C'Ommon,,. 
not only that their present wants might be suppHel}; but also, as they 
were ultimately to be "scattered abroad," (Acts viii, 1,) that they 
might have something to carry with them. "They that were scat
tered abroad, went everywhere preaching the word." 

7th Example.-During this persecution another illustrious Mis
sionary was called, commissioned, and sent to preach the Gospel. 
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This was Paul, the Great Aspostle, to the Gentiles.-Acts, chap. ix 
and xxii. He and Barnabas were ordained and " sent away," by the 
Church at Anteoch, to preach to the Gentiles.-Acts xiii, 1-3. And 
they went forth and preached : 

1. Repentance. 
2. Faith. Acts xx, 21. 
3. Baptism. Acts, chap. 14 and 16; or, i, 14-16. 
And when they had preached the Gospel to many cities, they re

turned and made their report to the Church, at Antioch.-Acts xiv, 
26 and 27. How were they supported during these labors? By 
the Church, no duubt. For when they return~d they abode a long 
time with the Church.-Acts xiv, 28. And afterward, when they 
were sent to Jerusalem- on Church business, they were "brought on 
their way by the Church," that is, the Church defrayed their expenses. 
-Acts xv, 3. Though Paul worked with his own hands, to supply 
himself with the necessaries of life, when occasion required (Acts 
xviii, 3, nnd xx, 33, 34). Yet, he "ays to the Church of Corinth, that 
"l robbed other Churches, taking tnagea of them to serve you.'• And 
h~re in the Church at Corinth do we find the first report of an anti· 
missionary spirit, in a Baptist Church. But it is no matter or aston
ishment that this Church, which had so far departed from the true 
spirit of the Gospel as to be in strife about preachers, to countenance 
fornication, and pervert the Lord's Supper into a common feast, 
should also grow coveteous and refuse to pay those their wages who 
labored among them in word and doctrine. No woncler that Puul 
should charge them with being " carnal.'' And P~ul, who was in
spired, whu received from the Lord that which he delivered unto 
them, by appealing to the law and testimony, puts this question for
ever at rest. showing them their duty as to the support of those who 
preach the Gospel. Turn to the 9th chapter of i. Cor., and there we 
find that he shows the right vf the minister to a support in the 7th 
verse: 

1st. By the figure of a solclier. 
2nd. By one who plants a vineyard. 
3rd. By one who tends a flock. 
And the argument is, that as the soldier is entitled to wages, and 

the vinedresser to the first of the vineyard, and the shepherd to the 
milk from the flock, so the minister, who labors (or the Church in 
word and doctrine, is entitled to support,-food and raiment for 

• 



25 

himself, if unmarried, as Paul, and for his wife, as in case of other 
Apostles (verse 5). He proceeds in the argument and then asks: 
"If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we 
should reap your carnal things,"-that is, your money, property.
Verse 11. And in the 12th verse be shows be had this right (power) 
though be bad not used it. 

Then in the 13th verse he shows that those who ministered in holy 
things, or waited at the altar, lived, and were partakers of the things 
of the temple and altar. See Levit. i, 2 and 3, and vi, 14-16. 

And then he affirms in the 14th VE¥'Se : "Even so," that is, in this 
aame manner, or after the same rule, "hath the Lord ordained that 
they which preach the Gospel shall live of the Gospel ;" that is, that 
the ministers shall be eupported by those to whom they preach. 
And this, Paul says, is ordained of Jesus Cbrist.-Mat. x, 10; Luke 
x,7. 

And now in conclusion, permit me to say, that, if the Churches of 
the Saline Asso~iation will act upon this rule laid down in the "Bap
tist Discipline," the New Testament of our blessed Saviour, and con
tribute regularily, cheerfully and willingly, of their "carnal things '• 
into the treasury of the Lord, his ministers will not necessarily be 
entangled in the secular affairs of this world, but can devote them
sel~es entirely to their high vocation. Our Churches will have pas
tors-and evangelists can be sent out into the destitute places, and 
"then the wilderness and solitary place shall be made glad, and the 
desert shall blossom as the rose.'• 

Your love and labor, 
R. M. THRASHER. 



CONSTITUTION 

OFTHB 

SALINE REGULAR BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

ART. 1st. This Union of Churches shall be known and distin
guished by the name and title of the "SALINE REGULAR UNITED 
BAPTIST AssociATION." 

ART. 2d. This Association shall be composed of Delegates from 
Churches in Union. Each Church shall be entitled to three (3) Dele
gates, who shall be required to furnish satisfactory evidence of their 
appointment by their several churches, before they take their seats. 

ART. 3d. The Delegates when convened, shall organize themselves 
into a deliberate body, by the appointment of a Moderator and Clerk, 
who shall be chosen by ballot, at each annual Association, and shall 
continue in office until their successors are chosen. 

Aa~. 4th. The Association shall not interfere with the rights of 
the Churches, of which it is composed. It shall regard them as inde
pendent bodies in all matters of internal government, and shall only ac~ 
as an advisory council, assuming no authority except what is expressly 
delegated to it by the Churches, or evidently implied by the very nature 
ofthe compact. It nevertheless claims authority over its own mem-
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hers-the Delegates from the Churches-and in justice and propriety, 
must have power to withdraw from and disown all churches which 
depart from the principles of this compact, by becoming heterodox in 
faith, or disorderly in practici. It should, therefore, regard all 
churches united under this Constitution, with a vigilant eye for good. 
Its principal business shall be to promote the declarative glory of God, 
by extending the Kingdom of Grace on earth, through the medium of 
preaching the Gospel, and the means in accordance with that Gospel, 
and to cultivate union and fellowship with all the Churches of Christ, 
especially with those united in this Constitution. 

ART. 5th. Newly constituted Churches, or Churches dismissed 
from other Associations of the same faith and order, may be admitted 
into this Union, on their sending three Delegates to the annual meeting 
of this .Association, wtth a petition for admission, and by their Dele
gates agreeing to the abstract of principles herewith published. 

ART. 6t.h. The Churches in this Union shall transmit to every 
annual session of the Association a written communication, specifying 
the names of their Delegates, their number in fellowship, numoer bap
tised, re6eived by letter, dismissed, excommunicated, restored, or 
deceased, since the last session, and all other information which the 
Churchfls may deem important, which shall be read and minuted 
a<'cordingly. 

ART. 7th. 'This Associatiou may have a fund, supplied by the 
voluntary contributions of the Churches ; and all the money thus con
tributed shall be transmitted from the Churches and paid over through 
the Committee of Finance to the Treasurer, who shall be elected by 
ballot, and hold his office during the pleasure of theo Association. He 
shall retain and manage the fonds agreeably to the order of the Asso
~iation, and shall present annually, for insertion in the Minutes, a clear 
and succinct statement of all the receipts and expenditures. 

ART. 8th. This Association shall furnish the Churches with the 
Minutes of every session. 

ART. 9th. This Association shall take cognizance of no query sent 
up from the Churches, unless they have endeavored to solve the same, 
and have failed; nor of any difficulty t>etween Churches, unless they 
ha'ie persued the directions in the 18th chapter of Matthew, and have 



29 

not been able to settle them. When the Association shall take such 
matters into consideration, and act upon them at its discretion. 

ART. 10. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of this Association to 
keep a regular file of the printed Minutes of every session of this body, 
and to deliver over the same to his successor in office. 

ART. 11th. This Constitution may be altered or amended at regu
lar meetings of the Association, by the concurring voice of two-thirds 
of the members then present; Provided, Such alteration or amend
ment be approved of by the churches comprising this Association. 

t 



RULES OF DECOR U ..M 

OF TilE 

SALINE REGULAR BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

1. The Association shall be opened and closed with prayer. 
2. A Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by the sufFrages of the 

members present. 
3. The Moderator shall be considered a judge of order, and shall 

have a right to call to order at any time. 
· 4. A member not satisfied with his decision may appeal to the 
Association on the same day, but at no other time. 

5. But one member shall speak at a tiiJI.e, who shall rise on his 
feet, and obtaining permis~on, proceed. 

6. The Moderator, when addressed by a member for permission to 
speak, shall signify the same by nami:1g the person, or otherwise. 

7. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he de
parts from the subject, or uses words of personal reflection. Every 
motion made and seconded shall come under the consideration of the 
Association, unless withdra'\'tn by him that made it. 

8. Every case taken up by the Association shall be decided, or 
withdrawn, before another be ofFered. 

9. When a question is taken up, after allowing time for debate, the 
Moderator shall take the voice of the Association on the subject, and 
the members on the affirmative of the question shall signify the same 
by rising from their seats, and those in the negative shall retain theirs. 

10. The Moderator shall pronounce the decision before the stand
era resume their seats. 

11. Any member wishing to retire, shall obtain permission from 
the Moderator. 
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12. No member shall speak more than twice on the same proposi
tion without permission of the Association, nor more than once till 
c-.very member wishing to speak shall have done so, nor shall any pro
position be made to close the subject till the debates have been carried 
through. 

18. The appella · ~ " Brother " shall be used in the Associa
tiQ}l by members iu their dresses one to another. 

14. The name( of embers shall be called as often as the 
Association may direct. 

15. No member shall be tolerated in any practice whith tends to 
interrupt public speaking. 

16. The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of speak· 
ing as any other ~ember, provided he Appoint another to his seat 
d!lring the tiiiW ; but shall not vote on any question unless the 
Association be equally divided. 

17. Any member violating these RULES may be reproved .by the 
Moderator at discretion, but only on the day the breach shall be made. 

, 



PRINTV.D BY OBDER OF ASSOCIATION, 

-BY-

W. 'f. GAD D, 

LIT'.rLE ROCK, ARKANSAS. 
187'2. 
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