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MINUTES 
OF THE 

NINETEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 

OF THE 

Pine Bluff Baptist Association. 

FIRST DAY-SATURDAY. 

Agreeable to previous arrangement, the ministers and 
delegates composing the Nineteenth Annual Session of the 
Pine Bluft' Baptist Association met with the New Hope 
Church, Saline county, Ark., October 1, 1881. 

In the absence of the brother who was elected to preach 
the introduetory sermon, by request of the brethren it was 
delivered by Elder R. M. Lindsey. Text: "But those mine 
enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, 
bring hither, and slay them before me."-St. Luke xix, 27. 

The delegates came together by einging, "Jesus, Lover 
of My Soul." 

The Association was called to order by the Moderator. 
Prayer, etc. 

The letters from the several churches were called for, 
read and the names of the delegates enrolled. [See table.] 
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On Finance-Brothers J. H. Crutchfield, S. I. Tutor and 
William Lett. 

On Sunday-schools-Elder R. M. Lindsey and Brothers 
D. A. Thomas, W. T. Poe and C. B. Rhodes. 

On Destitution-Elders B. F. Holdford, Benj. Thomas 
and Brother W. C. C. Dorough. 

The Committee on Preaching reported as follows: 

To-night, at candle-light, Elder B. F. Holdford. Sabbath, 
at 9 o'clock a.m., Elder U. J. Newell. At 11 o'clock, 
Elder W. M. Lea to preach missionary sermon. At 3 
o'clock p. m., Elder Benjamin Thomas. 

On motion, the time for the holding of the annual ses­
sion of this body was changed so as commence each session 
on Saturday before the third Sunday in October in each 
year. 

On motion, adjourned until 8:50 o'clock a. m., Monday. 

SABBATH EXERCISES. 

Elder W. M. Lea pre'ached the missionary sermon at 11 
o'clock a.m. to a large and attentive audience. 

Elder Benjamin Thomas also preached at 3 o'clock p. m. 

SECOND DAY-MONDAY. 

The 4ssociation met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer 
by Elder William Tucker. 

The minutes of Saturday were called for, read, and, on 
motion, adopted. 

The roll was called and absentees marked thus (*). 



The letter and delegates were received from Pilgrim's 
Rest Cliurch. 

The reports of committees were called for, and were 
made as follows : 

On Publication-Report received and adopted. [See 
Appendix A.] 

On Documents-Report received and adopted. [See Ap­
pendix B.] 

On Ministerial Education-Report received and adopted. 
[See Appendix C.] 

On Finance.-Report received and adopted. [See Ap­
pendix D.] 

On Sunday-schools-Report received and adopted. [See 
Appendix E.] 

On Destitution-Report received and adopted. [See 
Appendix F.] 

Report of Treasurer received and adopted. [See Ap­
pendix G.] 

.... Substitute for report of Missionary Board received and 
adopted. [See Appendix H.] 

Oa ~otion, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That this Association declare ourselves auxil­
Iary to the Baptist State Convention, and report our mis­
sionary operations to said Convention, and also appoint 
delegates to the same, with such contributions as we may ' 
raise for the purpose. 

On motion, adjourned unti11:30 o'clock p. ni. 

EVEN~NG SESSION. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer 
by Elder B. F. Holdford. 

The circular letter was called for. Read, adopted and 
ordered to be printed, etc. 
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Elder B. F. Holdford was elected to write the next cir­
<lUlar letter. 

Elder H. R. Murray was elected to preach the !!ext in­
troductory sermon. Elder U. J. Newell, alternate. 

On motion, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolt•ed, That the Clerk of this body have five hundred 
<Jopies of minutes printed and distributed to best advan­
J;age, reserving ten copies for corre~pondence, and that he 
be allowed ten dollars for his services. · 

On motion, Brothers J. A. Halbert, William Lett and 
Elder I. N. Donahoe were appointed as a committee to 
select a Missionary Board. 

On motion, the following named persons were elected to 
.represent this body in the Baptist State Convention: El­
ders William Tucker, H. M. HarYey, H. R. Murray and 
Brother T. W. Quinn. 

On motion, the followin~ resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That this body return thanks to the members 
of the church at this place, and to the community at large, 
for their hospitality extended to the members of this body 
during this session. J. H. DoNHAM. 

The committee appointed to select suitable persons to 
<Jonstitute a Missionary Board, reported the following 
named persons, to wit: R. M. Lindsey, J. H. Sudduth, 
W. B. McCool, T. W. Quinn and S. R. Cobb. On motion, 
report adopted. 

On motion, a collection was taken up for the support of 
'' Home Missions." 

The following named persons were appointed Corres­
pondings· Messengers: 

T,o Saline Association-Elders William Tucker and 
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Joshua Halbert and Brothers William Lett and J, 
Crutchfield. 

Friendship Association-Elders J. H. Donham 
M. Beard. 

Caroline Association-Elder B. F. Holdford. 

The Moderator announced that the business of the ABSO­
ctation was :finished, returned his thanks to the bretbl'e1l 
for the brotherly love manifested toward each other, and 
for the harmonious manner in which all business had 
transacted. 

After which a hymn was sung, and the brethren and 
sisters present extended to each other the parting band. 

On motion, adjourned to meet with Mar's Hill Church, 
Saline county, Arkansas, Saturday before the third Sundar 
in October, A. D. 1882. 

W M. C. C. DoROUGH, 

Clerk· and Treasurer • 

• 

U. J. NEWELL, 
I 

Moderator. 



A PPENDICES. 

APPENDIX A. 

Report on Publications.-We beg once more to say, and 
imist upon it, that this is an age of extraordinary progress, 
and if' Baptists do- not move forward they will be left be­
hind. Therefore, let us ''study to show ourselves work­
men that needeth not to be ashamed," and to this end, we 
earnestly recommend the Baptists of this Association to 
be more studious in the study of God's Word and such re,­
ligious literature as The Baptist, edited by J. R. Graves, 
and the .Arkansas Evangel. 

T. W. QuiNN, Chairman. 

APPENDIX B. 

Report on Documents.-We report an a~ditional increase 
of seventy-seven by experience and baptism. 

One church has asked for the next meeting of this body, 
to wit: Mar'11 Hill. We recommend that said request be 
granted. 

So far as .Fourche Church affairs are concerned, we re­
commend the following resolution: 

WHEREAs, The Fourche Church was dropped from this 
Association last year for irregularities, and now said church 
has corrected the same; therefore, 

Resolved, That said church be restored to membership 
in this body. 

W. B. McCooL, Chairman. 



-8-

.APPENDIX C. 

R eport on Ministrrial E ducation.- Your 
Ministerial Education would submit the following 

We believe it to be the duty of the Baptists to 
their ministers. The importance of an educated 
bas so often been discussed before this body that we 
it unnecessary to enlarge upo~ this feature in our 
That Baptists ought to take a deeper interest in the 
cation of their ministers, ~1o one will question the a~e 
mands it, and if we expect to meet and successful! _ 
the errors of the day, we must educate them; then 
family of man will be rapidly evangelized, and made 
In the gospel of the Word-a gospel untrammelloo by 
invention.s of men, a gospel free in original simplici. and 
heavenly love. 

We recommend the Judson University and the Cente 
nial Ini!titute as iustitutions of learnin~ worthy of our 
patronage. 

J. H. DoNHAM, Cbairman. 

APPENDIX D. 

Report on Finanre.~Your Committee on Finance beg 
leave to report that we :find for Association purposes sent 
up by the churches, $37.50; for Home Missions, $12.05 ; 
total amounts, $49.55. Respectfully submitted, 

· J. H. ClWTCHFIELD, Chairman. 

APPENDIX E. 

R eport on Sunday-schools.-We recommEnd that the min­
isters who have charge of the churches in this Association 
urge the necessity of Sunday-sclfools in all the churches, 
for we believe that God will bless them in the effort if 
they will discharge their duty. We do not belitve in 
~nion Sunday-sc~ols, but Baptist Sunday-scbo~le. We 
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parents would be blessed in seeing their 
engaged in the _g~od wo~k, for we are 

up a .e~ild .. in f'the w.ay it should go, and 
it wiJl not depart.from it." 
hearts ache to see so -m~n,Y promising boys 

in Sabbath breaking, when tli~y should 
in learning something about the way of sal­
should keep th~ Lord's Day holy. 
,further recommend that the Bible and Bapt-ist 

in our Sunday-Schools. · 
aubmitted, 

R. Y. LINDSEY, Chairman. 

APPENDIX F. 
DutituUon.:_ Your Committee on Destitution 

Blu_ft' Baptist Association, beg leave to rep?.rt 
mmunity that does not have preachiog every 

, we regard as only supplied on the Sundays 
have preaching. If only once a month, they 

thirds of the time destitution. We are under as 
111r11~no'n to preach Christ on every Lord's day as we 

Lord's day in each month. Besides thm1e places 
'ng is maintained occasionally, we have Ma­

ilfi&''"'A""uder, and many other places, 'where we are 
IIVI•J(II•~•u,us to preach the Gospel, that we entirely 

the c~urch~s to contribute liberally to sustain a 
- "'"'""' ... all his time, to work after destitute places 

out young men, called of God and by His church, 
the Gospel and stand up for Jesus when most of 

be in our graves. · ' 
B. F. HoLDFoRD, Chairman. 
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parents would be blessed in seeing their 
Jliously engaged in the _g~od wo~k, for we are 
"train up a .c~ild_ in the w.ay it should go, and 

is old it will not depart f~om it." 
our hearts ache to see so mp.ny promising boys 

engaged i.n Sabbath breaking, when they should 
• n•nv &Wl in learning something about the way of sal­

We should keep the Lord's Day holy. 
would further recommend that the Bible and Bapt-ist 
be taught in our Sunday-schools. 

IIJ)<ectJtully submitted, 
R. 'M. LINDSEY, Chairman. 

' 
APPENDIX F. 

llqort on Du titution.:_ Your Committee on Destitution 
the Pine Blufl' B~ptist Association, beg leave to report 

in any community that does not have preaching every 
Day, we regard aR only supplied on the Sundays 

M rhetn they have preaching. If only once a month, they 
have two thirds of the time destitution. We are under as 
much. oligation to preach Christ on every Lord's day as we 
are on one Lord's day in each month. .Besides tho~e places 
where preaching is maintained occasionally, we have Ma­
~lvale, Alexander, and many other place~, 'where we are 
under obligations to preach the Gospel, that we entirely 
eglect. 
We oeg the churches to contribute liberally to sustain a 

good missionary all h.is time, to work after destitute places 
and seek out young men, called of God and by His church, 
to preach the Gospel and stand up for Jesus when most of 
us will be in our graves. 

B. F. HoLDFOR.D, Chairman. 
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.APPENDIX G. 

Bqwt oj Treasurer.-
To balance on hand from last year .......... u,•wt 

To amount received from Finance UoliDIIILi• 

By amount pa1d for printing Minntell ••.••• 
By amount paid for postage ......•.•.••.•••.• 
By amount paid as Clerk's fees ....••• u ••••• 

By amount to balance .......................... . 

w. c, 

APPENDIX H. 

Sub8titv.te j()'f' Report of Missuma:,.Y Board.­
Baol-,ed, That, owing to mitigating circllmlltaiUII• 

Missionary Board be exoperated from any blame 
their part. 
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L'L&Mo&<U'-<~ Ministers' Names and Addresses. 

U. J. NEWELL ............... Sheridan, Grant County, Ark. 
JoBL RusHING .............. Sheridan, Grant County, Ark. 
W. H. NALL ............... Sheridan, Grant County, Ark. 
J. H. DoNHAM ................. . Orion, Grant Co!lnty, Ark. 
L. M. PATTERSON .............. Orion, Grant County, Ark. 
W. B. McCooL ................. Turin, Grant County, Ark. 

7. D. G. BARNETT ............... Belfa.st, Grant Cou nty, Ark. 
8. JosHUA H ALBERT ......... Prattsvil1e, Grant County, Ark. 
9. JAKES ADAMS ............ Hurricane, Saline Oounty, Ark. 

WILLIAM 'l'ucKER ......... : .. Bryant, Saline County, Ark. 

11. J. M. BEARD ................. . Ewing, Grant County, Ark. 
12. JAMES WALLS ..... Parker's Store, Pulaski County, Ark. 
18. J. LANKFORD ............ Mabelvale, Pulaski County, Ark. 
14. H. M. H ARVEY ...... Little Rock, Pulaski County, Ark. 
15. B. F. H oLDFORD ... Sweet Home, Pulaski County, Ark. 
16. R. M. LINDSEY ........... Prattsville, Grant County, Ark. 
17. J. C. HENDERSON ............ Benton, Sa1ine County, Ark. 

Order of Business. 

1. latroductory sermon. 
2. Call for reading of letters. 
3. E lection of Moderator, Clerk and Treaeurer. 
4. I nvite ministers to seats. 
5. Call for correspondence. 
6. Call for petitionary letters. 
7. ppointment of committees. 
8. Call for report of Committee on Preaching. 
9. Call for reading Minutes. 

10. Roll call 



-12-

11. Call for reports- of committees. 
12. Call for report of Treasurer. 
13. Call for report of Missionary Board. 
14. Call for reading of Circula~ .Lett~r:'·. 

15. Appointment of persons to .w:!ite for next sessioQ4 

Pledges Toward Support of Home Missi<i 

T. W. Quinn ..... ~ ...... $10 00 L. t_;, ·Quil)n ............ $2 00 
William Tucker ... ~ .. ~ S. I. Tiitor .............. 1 50 
J. H. Crutchfield ...... 10 00 J. It Iiaie......... ...... 1 00 
Joshua Halbert ........ 2 00 M. s:Kelley ............. 2 50 
H. R. Murray ... .. .. . .. 3 00 James Walls ............ · 1 00 
H. M. Harvey ... ...... 3 00 J. M. Beard ·............ 1 50 
D. A. Thomas ... .... .. 3 00 W. M. Johnson ........ · 2 00 
J. H. Willman.......... 3 00 J. H: Donham......... 1 00 
B. F. Holdford ..... ,... 2 00 *J. M. Langston .. :... 1 00 
J. A. Halbert........... 1 00 *W. T. Baldridge..... 2 00 
W. M. Lea ........ ...... 5 00 G. W~ Donham ..... :.. 1 ·oo 
William Lett.. .. . *. 2 50 Joshua Hoiiman ...... 2 00 
R. M. Lindsey......... 5 00 R. II. Oliver............ 1 00 
J obn Lanlt:ford ........ 2 00 J a~es_Lett ..... ~...... 1 00 
*J. Y. Mashburn...... 1 00 W. B. McCool......... 2 00 
W. L. Poe............... 2 50 Mrs. Elizabeth Lett~ 1 50 
Miss Bettie Donahoe.. 1 00 Mrs. L. A. Broom.). ~ 
E. E. Broom............ 2 00 D. N. Beard............ 1 00 

*Paid to W. C. C. Durongh. 

N OTE.-A collection was taken up immediately after the 
preaching of the missioua~ sermon, on Sunday, said pol-
1ection amounting to &9.05, to be used as a Home Mission 
Fund. 



CIRCULAR LETTER. 

BY WILLIAM TUCKER. 

the Me8sengers of the Pine Bluff Baptist Association, 
wing: 

By the request of the last session of your body, we ad­
you our annual letter this year on the importance of 

the Bible for our faith and practice. 
In the beginning of the Mosaic dispensation, God did 

leave it to Moses or the Jewieh congregation the man­
ner or system by which they should worship or serve Him, . 

He delivered the system of worship to Moses, telling 
him what kind of beasts to offer, how many, and some 

the color, and how to offer them and the kind of :fire 
to use; and closes by saying: "Ye shall not add unto the 
word which I command you; neither shall ye diminish 
aught from it."-Deut., iv, 2. Again : "What thing soever 
I command you, do it; thou shalt not add thereto, nor 
iminish from it."-Deut., xii, 32. 
Inasmuch as many to-day are contending, so a man is 

lincere it is all right with the Lord (and multitudes are 
Uowing thtlm), I will give examples of the consequences 

of not adhering to God's plan of worship, or disobeying 
Him in that connection. 

!irst-"Tbe priests were called of God to minister about 
holy things. God chose Aaroo and his sons, and for­
bade anyone else. Kohath, Dathan and Abram rose up 
before Moses with certain of the children of Israel, two 
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hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famou 
congregation, men of renown" (Numbers xvi, 1 
thought to change things from God's original 
putting themselves into the priesthood. Their 
was proved by ac~epting Moses' proposition. God t 
cedes by opening the earth and swallowing part ot 
and sending fire out from the Lord and consuming tb 
balance. And the congregation accused Mos.!s and Aaro 
with the killing of the people of the Lord. 

Many to-day are accusing those that are ·r 1 1 1 • for 
the Gospel in its purity, and will not compromis6 in tl 
least with those that teach for doctrine the commandmem 
of men, of dividing the religious world (and some who 
claim to be Baptists). 

God will soon speak again in defense of his faithful wit­
nesses, but when they (teacher of errors) shall have been 
swallowed up in their errors, then they will know who 
God blames for the confusion in His worship. He told his 
priests to burn the sacrifice with holy fire (that is, fire 
which God sent down to consume the first sacrifice); they, 
doubtles!', like their brethren to-day, thought, what is the 
difference, so they are sincere, one fire is just as good as 
another. We are worahtping God, we are called, and this 
argument will take with multitudes, but not with God. 
N adab and Abihu tried it. They took common fire, con­
trary to God's plan, approached the Lord without fear, just 
like many to-day do, with a perverted ordinance. Come, 
liberal ones, watch these two priests, called of God, ap­
proaching the Lord, in the vigor of life, their faces beam­
ing with zeal. Suddenly we see a flash, the smoke clears 
away, there they lay dead, for not observing God's ordi­
nances as he commanded. Yet, you will bid those that do 
such things God speed, and accuse the faithful witnesses 
with being too hard, bigots and other naughty names. 

"God commanded that none should touch the ark but 
Aaron and his sons." -Numbers, iv, 15. :}ring David took 
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men and went to Baal of Juda to bring np the ark to Je­
rusalem. They put it on a new cart and started. Remem· 
her God's command, and watch the crowd as they march 
along. Do you see that man walking along near the ark. 
That is U zza. He is a very religions mlln. I never heard 
any harm of him in my life. See how he enjoys himself. 
The oxen stumble, the ark is about to fall. Uzza reaches 
forth his hand, contrary to the command of God. The 
faithful witness would cry out, Don't touch it. Mr. Lib­
eral, y"et you would oppose good works. Why, what harm 
is there in that, just to touch that box. You are so par­
ticular; I guess he is a better. man than you. The crowd 
suddenly stops. We look over the shoulders of the crowd; 
there lays U zza dead (1 Ohron., xiii, 10) for violating God's 
plan or c~mmand. 

Yet, they will follow the commandments of men, and 
some called Baptists will bid them God speed. 

~aul was sent by the commandment of God to destroy 
the Amelekites, man and beast. (Sam., xv.) He starts on 
his mission. He conquers, for the Lord is with him . 
.Again, God is disobeyed. He saves the best of the oxen 

....f.nd the fattest of the lambs, not to increase his wealth, but 
W> offer a sacrifice unto the Lord. He meets Samuel, and 

says (verse 13) : "Be thou of the Lord; I hav~ performed 
the commandment of the Lord." Samuel, being an old 
landmark, contends strictly for carrying out God's word, 
and replies: "What means this bleating of the sheep in 
'mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?" 
Saul replies: " The people spared the best of the sheep 
and of the oxen to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God." 
Just like many to-day. Ask them, "Why don't you follow 
the commandments of the Lord?" They say, "We do," 
and modern Samuel asks: " What means this sprinkling, 
pouring infant baptism, unregenerated church membership, etc.?" 
For decency, convenience, and to dedicate the little ones to 
God as a means of grace to the last, while the Lord adds to 
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his church only the saved. Hear what the Lord says in 
Saul's case (verse 11): "It repenteth me that I have set 
Saul up to be king, for he is turned from following me, 
and hath not performed my commandment." The prophet 
says: "To the law and to the testimony, if they speak not 
accordmg to this, it is because there is no light in them." 
But some will say, "'l'hat is all found in the Old Testament." 
It is good, notwithstanding, and intended for our instruc­
tion to-day, that we might know by word, precept and 
example how to serve the Lord acceptably. Hear the 
Apostle Paul (1 Cor., x, 10): "Now all these things hap­
pened unto them for example, and they are written for our 
admouitton." Now, reject them at your own hazard. A 
strict compliance with God's word is taught throughout 
the gospel dispensation. Our Savior (Luke vi, 46) : "Why 
call ye me Lord, and do not the things which I &ay ?" 
That is, why do you pretend to worship me, while you 
follow men's words, and not mine? I will leave it for such 
to answer. 

Christ plainly tells us that every effort to worship him 
not sustained by the word of God is vain (Math., xv, 9): 
"In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrine t 
commandments of men." That is, anything that God 
word is silent on. Ezekiel describes them (xxxiii, 31): 
"And they came unto Thee as the people cometh, and they 
set before Thee as my people, and they hear Thy words, 
but they will not do them, for with the mouth they show 
much love, but their hearts goeth after their covetousness.'• 
Christ testified that those that loved him would keep his 
commandments. 

The Apostles kept before the church the danger of vary­
ing from the doctrine delivered by our Savior. He says 
(Gal., i, 8): "Though we, or an angel from Heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which we have­
preached unto you, let him be accused." Again, to the 
preacher (1 Tim., iv, 16): "Take heed unto thyself and 



-17-

unto the doctrine; continue in them, for in doing this thou 
sh tit both save thyself and them that hear thee.'' Paul, 
in speaking to the elders at Ephesus (Acts, xx, 27), says: 
"I have not shunned to declare the whole counsel of God." 
On this account he felt that he was pure from the blood of 
all men. The Lord closed His Word by saying (Rev., xxii. 
18~1 9) : "For I testify unto every mau that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this Book, if any mau shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this Book, and if' any man shall take away 
from the words of the Book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of this Book of Life, and out of 
the Iloly city.'' The L01·d, in his sermon on the mount, 
speaks on this very subject (Matt., vii, 27): "Let all hold 
their peace while the Lord from Heaveu speaks," and for­
ever puts an end to the doctr·i ne, so you are sincere it is 
not particular, so your hearts are right. God says, hear 
ye him (verse 21): "Not everyone that saith unto me, 
Lord! Lord! shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven, out 
he that doeth the will of My Father which is in Heaven.'' 
He brings to our view the procedure of judgment; the 
Judge has taken his seat, the books are open, here come 
the families of the earth. Behold, yonder, those ministers 
approaching the Ju~ge, filing to his right, with clerical 
suits and white cravats, full of confidence and sincerity. 
The Lord motions to them to go to the left. Astonished 
and confused, th~y exclaim: ''Lord! Lord! have we not 
prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name tlone many 
wonderful works." With remorse and horror we hear 
Him reply: "Depart from me, ye that work iniquity." 
They preached; sinners were converted (cast out devils); 
they helped to circulate the Bible: helped the u~edy (did 
many wonderful works); but the trouble wasj they did not 
obey the Lord (verse 21). They made void the command­
ments of God by their traditions, perverting the ordinances 
of Christ's church. 
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You that encourage those that are following the com­
mandments of men, but follow the truth youl'Selves, hear 
(John, i, 9-10): ''Whosoever transgressetb, and abideth 
not in tbl doctrine of Christ, hath not G-od; he that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, be hath both the Father 
and the 8on. If there come any unto you and bring not 
this doctrine, receive not into your house; neither bid him 
God speed." Verse 11: "For he that biddeth him God 
speed, is a partaker of his evil deeds." 

Now, if infant baptism, sprinkling, pouring, taking unre­
generated men and women into fellowship, inviting the 
world to partake of the Lord's supper, are not doctrines of 
Christ, you ought to let them ruu their own boat. 

In conclusion, I say, in the langnage of ,Jude: "Beloved, 
when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and 
exhort you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith 
once delivered unto the saints." 
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