


M i n utes. 
Th~· White Rin·r ~lissionary Bapti,.;t A"'snciatton md pur

suant to adjournment with the Plea,.ant Hill Baptist Church ;lt 

Bruno. l\Ia1·ion County. Arl;ansa,.. on Friday, Sept. 4. I'JO::-:. at 10 

a. rn. 

, 'ong: "How Firm a l•'oundation. •· 

Prayer by Brethern J. H. :'llarle r and W. D. Whitl.". 

\Yelcome addres_ by l<:ld. W. B. Collin. 

The ~1C?derator being absent and the Clerk pn•s e nt. a motion 

pn'l·ailed to app0int B;Jcl. W. D. White moderator pt·o tempore. 

·The introductory s e t·mon was delivered hy H. C. Lamh from 

John 13: .~4-.15. He wa"' followed hv l<:ld. H. H. Hilton. 

After pn~achmg- 'V . D. White. morlcrator protem callNI the...-\~

... "ciatinn to onlet·. A call was made f01· c hurch Jettet·s. f<:ld. J. A. 

Smtih and F. M. Angel we-re appointed reading .cle-rks. The let

tl·r~ being read. th<~ Associ<~tion enterecl into an election of officers. 

l!n•thern J . L. Pa11l, C. J. Hom and J. C. Copeland w('re appointNl 

In take the ,·ote"' for moderator. clerk ancl trea,.;ut·er. t·cspectively. 

The ;:>}ection re,..ulted a~ follow": For moderator. \V. D. Whitr; 

for clerk, F. i\1. Angel; for trea~urer, J. G. Dillahunt\· . . . 
Call for petitionary letters. One prc•s('nted by the Sardis 

Baptist Church of Pontiac, Mo. B\· actiOn of the horl:v it wa:,; rc
···· in'll. Call for corresponding-letters. None. 

APPOI~·nu·;~T o '" Co~t~IITTI·; ..:s. 

Di,· in~ s<>n-icc - J. H . Nann\·. F. Z. Pulliam. \1. H. Wolf anc1 

F. :O.L A ng-cl. 

l~t>solut10ns .. ;. Ot>nning-ton, J. C. Coopt>r ancl M .. \l. Jpnl\los. 

Finance- - J. W. Pic·rct', L. K Tucl\er and J. :\L Handa!!. 

Home mi.,.,.;ions - J. \V. Pierce, Jame"' l<'mdley and J. G. Dtlla-

hanty. 

Stah' mission" -- .I . .-\. Smith. L. :-.1. R(.'a and J. B. Cran<'. 

F<lriegn misl'l.ions H. H. Hilton. J. L. Paul ann J. 1<'. :\fartin. 

l>cceasecl min i,.;ters - Henry Horn, J. H. ?\larler ancl .K !\J. 

~I d ' at·ty. 
Sunday Schools-C. J. Horn, J. L. Pan! and Wm. 'l'ucker. 

Temperance - J. W. Pit-rce. H. C. Lamb and C. f.'. Stone. 

Bapti"'t literature - J. A. Smith. Wiilie }karl\· ancl Tim :\f,•re-



till h. 

Ji;clucation -J. A. Smith, J. L. Paul and Lawrence Knight. 

Woman's work-L .. E. Tucker, James Finley and J. C. Cvtlf' .. 

land. 

Destitution-B. L. Bavles~. J. H. Marler and H. C. I..amb. 

Orphans' Home-Henrv Horn, Roy Jenkins and C. F. Stone. 

Obi~\laries-J. L. Gilleland. J. A. Keeter and J. N. Mohney. 

Motion prevailed to adjourn ttl! 2 p. m. Prayer by H. L. . . 
Stan I.e\·. 

AFTfi:I~NOON SESSION, 

At 2 p. m. the Association was called to oTder ~Y the modera

tor. The rules of order and the constitutiOn of thi~ As~ociation 

we-re read by Brother Lee Paul, 

By action of the body the clerk wa!' ~iven tiil 10 a. m. tht> fol

lowing day to pl-eQo.re roll. 

Call for report of messengers._tocorre!'ponding.bodie!'. Nom' 

re~ponded. 

Call for corresponding me~:o;E>nger~ to other bodies results in 

volunteers as follow!', to wit: 

Crooked Cret-k-L. E. Tucker~ H. C. Lamb, J. C. Coop~r and 

T. Rea. 
) 

Rocky Bayou-J. C. Copeland, T. M .. Horn ;tnd G. W. Anglin. 

Appointments by the moderator as follows, to- wit: 

Big Creek-Lee Paul and Jamel'l Finley. 

Blue Mountain-J. C. Horn and C. L. Wolf. 

County Lioe- J. M. Randall and Barton Baylel'ls. 

Report of committees was called f~r. The report on foreign 

missions was read and, after some discussion, adopted. (See Re

port I) 

Upon request made by the committee on Obitu_!!.ries, Brother 

J. H. Marler was placed on that committee. 

Reports on Baptist Litera-ure and Education were read by 

Elder J. A. ~mith and unanimously endorse? b.y the body. (SeE:' 

Report II and Ill) 
The report on Orphans' Home was presented and adppted. 

anrl contributions taken to the amount of $9.70. On motion, it was 

ag-reed to divide tbi~ amount equally between the Homes at Monti-
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llo ancl 1\•xat•lwna. l~t'l· l~l'Jl«ll't IV) 

I h· · committee on 'l'emperance hand in theit• t•eport. Al'll•t 
>IIIII' !li~cusRion the report, together with a supplement by J1;Jdt•t 

H. Collins, was adopted. (See Report V.) 

A motion P!"e\·ailed to adjourn till 8:30 a. m. Sa1urc!ay, ~ept t 
I 1111 \"er by }I~Jder Barton ;Bay legs. 

Hy the direction of the committee on Divine.Senict>, Bt·o • .J. II 
larler tilled the pulpit Friday night. 

SATUIWAY, SBY1'. 4. MowNrNG St<:;ssroN. 

'I' he ca 11 to order by the moderator was followed hy Ron..:·. . . 
I 'tayer, Elder Dennington. 

Call for repo•·ts. renewed. Repm·t 'on li"inance read and adOflt 

t•ll. ( Rt'e Report VJ) 

The report on resolutiOns was read and referred bilCI\ to tlw 

ommittee. 

Report on Horne Missions wa<> read, discussed and rejectt•1l. 

Report on Deceased Ministers read llnd adopted as amC'nrlC!l, 

< S<'t> Report VII) 
Prayer by Eld~r W. B. Collins . 

. Sunday School r:ei;>ort adopted. (See Report ¥III) 
On motion, the clerk calls the roll. A motion prevatlt>d tu 

take recess till2 p. rn. Prayer by L. E. Tucker. 

The gtand was filled at 11 a.m. by }l~lder W. D. Whitt>. Snh· 

jtoct, "What Think Ye of Christ?" 

AFTEimooN S~<:.c;sroN. 

A!>.socJation called to order by the moderator. Prayer an1l . 

Song. 

CaJ.l. for Associatwn letters renewed. None to re!>.pond. 

A motion that we undertake to ratse $100 to pay Bro. H. C. 

Lamb's expeHses at the \1ountair. Home College for the coming 

year was lost. 

Private subscriptions were pledged to the amo11nt of $45.00. 

The list of contribnto1·g is as follows: 

Mtn. Home ............................ ,$lll 00 

Oakiancl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 50 

... Pilg-r-im'!'. Re!".t........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 00 



Plt>d~IU't Hill. ... ".... .. .. . • .. . ... . .. . . 5 ()(~ 

Whiteville .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 00 

-G. W . Anglin .:.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 50 

J' M. Randall. .. ... ..... ,. . . .. .. .. .. . . . . .. 1 00 

J. R. Plumlee . . ...... . .... . ...... . . . . . . . 1 00 

Jl~ . F. Hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 1 00 

J. C. Cope·!an<l. .... . .. • . .. . .. .. .. . • .. . . . 1 00 

S. F. Tucker .. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 2 50 

J:i~. M. McCaFty .. ........ '" . . .. .. .. .. . . . .. 1 00 

Rupert Nanny . . ........ .. ... . .. .. ... . ... 1 00 

Roy Jenkins. ( Pai<l )., .. . , . . , . . . . .. .. ...... 1 00 

J. H. !'.1arler .... ,_,, .. ..... .. .. .. . • .. . . . 1 00 

J. B Crane .. .. .. . ...... .. .... . .. . 100 

L.B. Phillip:::. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. . 1 00 

J. W. Pierce .. ...... t • • • • • • • . • • . • • • . • • • 1 00 

Mrs. H.C. F1~e:;;tone ... ; .......... . , . .. .. tOO 

Mise; Josie Williams .... . .. . . .. . . .. .. . •. . 1 00 

Total ........ .... .. ... . ........ 45 50 

The regnlar order of work ~" suspendeil and miscellaneou~ 

business taken »{'· 
The chnrcb at New Hope, m Marion c'oanty , is RPlecteil as 

the place for the next sitting of the Association. 

Call for Associationalletters i ~ renewed. 1'wo are offe r-ed. 

One from the church at Cotter, th,e oth~r from New Athens. 

It is tbe action of the b'ody that the money in the hancls .of th e 

Finance Commit~ee be <lelivered to Bro. Lee Paul, whose duty it 

. shall be to_settle with Elder Bayle~s for missionary work. 

By election Elder B. L. Bayless was chosen to P,reach the in

troductory sermon at the sitting of the Agsociat10n in 1909. Eld. 

J. H. Marier was select-ed as a}te r na't e . 
A motion prevailed authori?.in'g tbe committee on Fmance to 

tnrn over to the clerk all minute fnnd 8. The same to be us efl hy 

him for the publication and distribution of minutes. 

A ll!Otion pre vailed to give the money now on hand from the 

State Board, $22.00, to the GOntribntion funo for schooling B!'o. H. 

C. Lamb. 
The report on Woman 's. Wot·k was read anfl adoptec1. li'or 
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~a lilt' with lil'll'.tl Hl(l'llt:o~ appoinh•d h~· the moch·•·ator, ( Hl'l' I~<·· 

pn1·t IX) 
Repo.-t of Bro. B. L. Bayle~~. Mi~~ionar,}·: Days Jahol'l'fl 24, 

"'erm·ons preached 26, miles traveled 214, con ver~ions 12, bapti~o~m ~ 

''· c hurche~ organir.ed 1. Received payment in fulL 
Report of J. H . . Marler, as~ista'nt missionary: -Days labored 

IJ, ~ermon~ preached 9, public add n;:ss:es 5. pu hlic prayer~ · 8, relig• 

ouo.; visits 4. Receiwd full paym~nt. 

By election, H. C. L~mb was selected missionary and J. H . 

Marler ll~"jistant missionary for the ensuing year. 

Report on ~tate mis~ions adopted. (See Re-port X. ) 

Motion ~or adjournment till after ~erv1ces at night carrie.-. 

Prayer by Eld. J. A. Smith. 

Preaching at nig~t by ~;Jcl. W. B. Collins. 

NIGHT SESSION. 

After a spit·ted discussion over an amendment which was lo.-t 

the report on de~titution was adopted. (See Report XI. ) 

The committee on de~titution for the past year re~ort as fol· 

low<;: We, your committee, of the White River Bapti~t Associa· 

tion·, beg leave to report. We have collected ; from the cburcbe~o; 
$4q 80. And, after ha,·ing paid m•~sionaries for the time the,}' 

wt>re emp,loyed, we have a balance of $8.80. Signed J. L. PAur.. 

A motion prevatl~ authonzing Bro. Paul to tu.rn over all mi~· 

~ion money i.n his charge to the treasu·rer of the association. 

Adjournment is taken unti18 a .• m. Monday. Prayer by ·Ji~ld. 

Marler. ' 

Services were held on ~'unday as fo!lows: At 11 a. m. preach· 

ing by Elders Smith and Hiiton. In the a(ternoon by RH. Clip

per. At night by Ji~ld. J. A. Smith. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBEH 6. 

The body met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by M. H. 

Wolf. A motion pre,\·ails to em ploy missionary at $1.50 per clav 

to work so long as there is money to pay. 

The newly appointed committee on mi~siQnary work handed 

in their t·eport and secured tts adoption. (Sec Report XIII. ) 

By authority of the body the moderator appointed Henry 

Horn. J .. H. Marler and J. C. Copeland a committe.e to arrange for 



5th Snncla.v mcctmg:o;. 

The church at Powell 1s clel".Jgnated.as the meeting place for 

next 5th Sunday meeting. Meeting to begin on Friday night 
hefore. 

A mo!ion prevails requiri11g the treasurer ef this association 

to turn ovEr all missionary funds in his charge to' the trea!'\nrer of 

the missionary cdmmittee. 

Report on resolutions wal". read and adopted. (.See Report 
~!.,. 

XIII. ) 
. J 

The body a(ljournetl to meet with the church at New Hop'C" 
- • j; • 

on Fri~ay before the 1st Monday in Sep_tember, 1909. The part-

ing- hand was taken, followed by prayer by Eld. J. A. Smith. 

F. M. ANGll~L. ELD.' W. D. WHITll~. 
CLERIC MonRRATOIL 

·i 

• 

ll 
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Reports. 
l<'otum:N M IS."liONS We, your com mitt e. heg leave to t•epnrt 

u~o~ follow!-\: On hearing the letters reao from th<' churC'he~ of 

thi!'o a!'sociation. we clo belie\·e that foreign mi~!>.ton~ at·e almost 

ntt.rlecteo by thi!'\ association. Therefore. we would recommeno 

that wt>, as the chu!"ch or body of Christ. do more for. the c~u!'\e of 

f"reign missions. W~ claim to be the church of Christ and be· 
lie\'C the commission wa<> given to the ·chut·ch to go into all the 

worlo and pre~ch the gospel to e\·ery creature. Therefore, Wl' 

would recQmmend that the churches of this assoctatiori arou!-lt> 

onrsel\'es to the Master's Canse. H. H. HILTON. CHAIRMAN. 

11-We, your committee on Baptist Literature,, resp,ectfully 

--uhmit the following report-The Baptist Publish:ng Company, 

located at Littl~> Rock/"Ark., is publishing a sound Baptist paper, 

under the titie of The .At·karisas Bapt1st. Its editO't· ts C. R. 

Powell. This paper is set for the. defense of ~ound Baptist doc· 

trine. We recommend that the brethren of this association en· .. 
dor!".e and support The Arkansas Baptist by subscribing for it 

and reading same. We recommend any other sound 'Bapti!".t 

l,iterature that is published. We recommend above all else: the 

Bible, as the best Bapti!".t Literature.-J. A. SMITH, WM. BRADY, 'r . 
.1. M J<'::tmDITH. 

III-The day has come when the importance of education i~ 

recognized by all. The people of thts country are accepting the 

truth of an old writer who said: "We must educate or we must 

perish." Education forms the chief distinction between savage 

and civilized nations. We have the very best opportunities now 

to educate our children. Public schools, high schools, colleges 

and unive.rsities open their doors and in;·ite young men and young 

ladies. ooys and girls to enter and prepare themselves f6r lives (jf 

u!".efulness. Mountain Home Bapti~t College should be more near· 

er to the hearts of the Baptists of North Arkansas than any other 

Achool, because it is a child of this association. It belongs to you 

brethren~ Mountain Home Baptist College was found(td by the 

White Ri\'er Baptist Association in 1892. It was endorsed by 

adjacent asso:::iat10ns in North Arkansas and South Mi<;souri. It 

i!'l here that our preachers mav be educated without paying tuition. 
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Brethren, we nt•ed an eclncated 111inistry. Let us help ~·onnl-!' 

preachers to enter Ollr school and prepare themg~Jve~ to do bE'ttt.'r 

work. O·.:r college is now on a good working basts. It has a com• 

petent faculty of ener ge1ic teacl}ers. The prospects are bright 

fot· a successful term this year. Vv~e earnestly recommend that 

this association pledge itself to sqpport this collt"ge with its me<tn!-1 

and by sending student~ there for instructi.m. - J. A. 'SMITH, J. ).,, 

PAUL, LAWRENCR KNIGHT. 

IV-· We, your committe~, beg to report as follows: We sn~· 

gest that our associational missionarle~ and the pastors of this as· 

~ociation urge the baptist pe;)ple to give of their r~eans to the sup· 

port of the Orphans Home.--CO~TTRR. 

V --We, the committee on temperance. snbrr.it the folbwing 

report: Realizing that tippling and dram drinking are among th e 

~reatest curses known to out· day and time. knowingth<tt it hreak"" 

down the full wot k of public pt·ot.ection and counteracts t-he safe

gua.rds of the home and certainly destroys the manhood and the 

individual usefulnesg of evet·yone that partakes of it. Therefore, 

we earrleF>tly recommend that the churches of this a~sociatiOn 

carefully discipline their members who at·e addicted to drinking· 

or who clt·al in any wa.Y with intoxicating liquor. Further ... till, 

we desit·e to recommend that every baptist vo~.er withhold 11is sup

port from all indtvidnals for political prefer~nce wJJO drink or deal 

in intoxicants in any wav. - H. C. LAMB, C. F. STONE, J. W. PnmcE. 

Suppu:;MENT-Resolved, that each on~ on returning home go 

to work fo accomplish the suppression of the sale and use of in

toxicant,.; i'n every form. - W. B. COLLINS. 

VI-We, your committee on finances, r-eport as follows: Re

c~iveq for minute fund. $22.30; reteived for Orphans Home, Sl.OO; 

received for as~ocia tiona! m i~l$ions, $29.80- L. E. TucK F.Lt, J. W. 

PIERCI<~. J. M. RANDALL. 

VII-Your. committee report as follows: We find that God 

bas pre~n·ed the li\•es of all ministers of White River Agsociation 

and we recommend that we bow in humble- thanks to Him that 

doetb all things we1l.--H. M. ·HORN. J. H. MARLER, E.'M. McCARTY. 

VIII- We. yDur committPl" on Sunday Schools, find from the 
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Jt'llllinJ:" of tlw ll'\lt•r"~ thatlhl'rt• hu" ht'l'll llttlt• cloiH' in tlw Sunc1nv 
• hoot work w1thin the hound~ of White l~iver aRsociation ancl Wl! 

UJ('gcst that the pa~tors of the churches and our missionary and 

nl~o the fathers and mothers take more intere"'t in the Sunday 

hool. for the Lord command~ u~ to train up the child in the wav 

11 ~hould go.~C. J. HORN·. CHAIRMAN. 

IX-Your committee on Woman's )Work report:- We find 

frnm the Bible that woman was created for a companion an<l help· 
mate to man, and we believe-upon the Chri~tian mother!'\ and sil'l· 

ters ot our land depend, in a great meaF.ure, the spread of the J{~
p('l of Christ . . We recommend that the moderator appoint one 

l•rother from each chu·rch of th1s association to as!'.iFot. the sister~ 
,,r their chur.cheFo to compoFoe themselvefO into a committee to do 

all in th-eir power in collecting mean!'> for the sprea,d of the goFopel 

m tbt> bounds of White River aFosociation.-J. C. COPEf ... AND, 

{ ~K.UNl\fAN. 

The foJ:Iowing were appointed by the mode1·ator: Antioth, 
t<;ag-ene Johnson; Blooming Grove, Alex James; Friendshjp, C. H. 

Bingman; Hopewell, Henry Horn; Mt. Pleasant. J. C. Copeland: 

Mt. Grove, M. M. Jenkin!'\; Mtn. Home, Lee Paul; New Prospect, 

Will Thornp!'\On~ New Harmony; D. C. Gregory; New Hope. U!i~ 

FireFotone; New Athens, Henry Smith; Oak Grove, Frank Cope
land: Oakland, Jacob Skivtr; Pilgrims Rest, J. F. Martin; PleaFoant 

C~ove, 'l'. M. Rea: Pleasant Hill, F. M. Angel; Palel'\tine, Joe Eu

bank; Whiteville, A. B. Walton. 

X-We, your committee on State MiFosion!".. submit the follow

ing report: The State Association of Baptist (;hurches of Arkan· 
sal'\ hag eig-ht mis!".ionaries 10 the field. TheFoe missionaries have 

been sent out by the churches. 'They are ooing excellent work. 

There has been a large number of convet,..,ions and baptisms ir. 

connection with their work. 
We woutd respectfully recommend that the churches in this 

Association co-operate with the State Association in supporting 

these missionaries.-J. A. SMITH, T. M. REA, J. B. CRANE. 

XI-~We, your committee on Destitution, beg le_ave to report 
a~ follows: We realize that there is great destitution within the 
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hound~ elf 0111' ;\..;so~iatinn ancl ''' (' t"l'I'C11TIIlll' J111 that th1~ hutly l'lc·d 

a mb.;~ionary tO supply the dt!stitntion within its hounds With 

Baptist preaching during this a~sociational year; and we furtlwr 

recommeno that the moder·ator appoint a committee of one fi'Om 

each church to soli..:it means for his support. \Ve recomroen<l 

that the pastor,.. of the chun:he!'; of this 'A·;sociation impro.>!'s upon 

each church the solemn outy of givin~;r of their means for· the sup

port of the gospel in the destitute part of this A.,;sociation.- J:t~T.D

~>~Rs B. L. BAYLESS. J. H. :V!AtH.w~. H. C. LA:>.tB. 

Appointment same a's in Woman's Work. 

XII- We. your committee on the Missionary Work. heg tore

po,·t that we ha,,e met an<l elected Brother J. L. Pa11l. cha1rman; 

B.-other J. C. Copeland. sec•·etary: Brother H. M. Horn. trea,.;nreL 

Three members of thi..; committee con<;tctute a quorum. 

Our firgt rneetino- will be with the F1fth Sunday M<'eting at 

2 p. m.- J. C. COPf!~LAND, Sr:CRETAL~Y. 

XIII- We. your committee on Resolution;; submit:' Re~olved. 
"!'hat this body direct its clerl' tQ ha\·e the article!' of faith, 1·ule;.:. 

of decorum, and full proteedings of this body, printed. Resol\·ed. 

That the clerk of thts body, superintend the printing and dJ!<trs

bution of the minutes; and that he ha,·e $5.25 for his senices, saitl 

rnoney to be paid out of minute fund. Resolved, That this borly 

e-xtend its thanks to the members of this church and to the good 

people of this vicinity for the hospitality and kinrlncs~ ~hown ns 

while with .thern.-M. M. Jli~NKINS, CHAJR)f.'\N. 
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Constitution. 

ARTICLE I. This assoctation shall be ca1Jed and known by the 

name of the "White River Baptist Association." 

AiniCLE II. The members composing the ann_ual meetmgs of 

the association shall consist of the messengers sent by the 

churches. 

ARTICLE ill, The messengers ~ent by the churches .to the 

annual m,eeting~ shall not exceed four from each church. 

AR1'ICLE IV. The association shall meet annually at such 

time and place as shall have been previously appointed. 

ARTICT-E V. The officers Of this association shall consist of a 

moderatot·, clerk and treasurer, who shall bt- chosen by a majority 

of the messengers, annually, at the annnal meetings of the body. 

ARTICLE VI. This as!';ociation will ha\'e no power to control 

or regulate the internal affairs or dicipline of any church. but it 

may adopt and recommend all 5-~uch measures as shall be con!':i(J

ered best calculated to pro-Juce the harmony and prosperity of the 

churches, and to advance the Redeemer's kingdom, and advise and 

consult npon such matters as t.he churches may at any ttme pre

sent for their consideration and ad.vi-.e. And tt may receive 

churches into this association or dismiss churches from the body, 

inquire into the state of rehgion in its bounds, and suggest meas

ure,:; for its advancement, an~ be a common bond of union among 

the churches, but shall not exercise any legislative power over the 

churches. 
ARTICLE VII. This constttntion may be amended at any reg

ular meetmg by a vote of two-thirds of the members present. • 

provided notice has b~en given at a previous meetmg. 

Declaration of Faith~ 

1. We believe tbe Holy Bible was written by men divinely in

spired, and is a per-fect trea!i-lure .of heavenly instruction; that it 

has God for its author, salvation for its end: an~ truth withont any 

mixtt1re of error for tts matter; that it reveals the principles by 

which God wi-11 judge us; and therefore.ts, and shall remain to the 

end of the o,yorld, the tJ·ue center of christian union; and the su-
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pt<>nH' ~ta nclarrl hr wh ich all human conduct, ct'(•ecl~ ancl opi n ion~ 

~hou lcl be tried. 

2. We believe that there i~ one, and only one, li•;ing and tnw 

tlod, an infinit~, in'telligent Spirit, whose name i~ Jehovah, the 

maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; inexpres;~ibly 

l'lor iou~ in holiness, and worthy of all po~sible honor, con.fiden ce 

an cl love: that in the unity of the God head there are three per• 

8ons. the Father, the ~~on, and the Holy Sptrit; equal in e very 

divi ne perfectwo; and executing. distinct b\lt harminous offices in 

the great work of redemption. 
3. We believe that man wa~ created in holi ,nes~. undt:"t" th<' 

law of his Maker; but by voluntary transgre~sion fell from that 

holy and happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are now 

~in ners. not by constraint, but choice: being by nature utterly 

\'Oid of that holine~~ required by the law of God. posti\'~ly iriclined 

to e vil, and therefore utldt>r jlilst condemnation to eternal ruin., 

wi thout defeni'le or excuse. 

4. We believe that the ~alvation of sinners is wholly of grace, 

lht·ough the mediatorial offices of the Son of Goil, who by the ap· 

poin tment~ of the Father, freely took upon him our nature, yet 

without sin; honored the divine law by his personal obedience, and 

by his death made a fuil atonement for our sins; that ha\•ing ri~t:n 

from the clead, he i~ now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in hi~ 

wonderful person the tendere!".t ~ympathie~ with di\•ine perfec

tions he is every way qualified to be .an all-sufficient Sa\•ior. 

5. We believe that the great gospel bles~ing which Chri~t 

secures to such as believe in him i~ justification; that ju!".tification 

include~ the pardon of sin, ancl the promise of eternal life on prin

c iples of righteou~nes~; that is bestowed, not in consideration of 

any work of righteousne~~ which we have done, but solely through 

faith in the Redeemer's blood; by virture of which faith, hi~ per

fect ri(:fbteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that . br.in~ us 

into a state of most blessed peace ancl favor with God, and ~ecures 

t>vety other blessing needful for time and eternity. 

6, We belie,•e that the blessings of salvation are made free to 

all by the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept 

them by a cordial, penitent and obedient fait~·; and that nothing 

prevent~ the sc;lvation df the greatest smnet· on earth, h·.; t hi-;; own 
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determined depra\•ity and voluntary rejection of the no!'\~11'1, wh ic h 

rejection in,•olves him in an aggravated condemnation. 

7. We believe that in order to be saved, -;;inners must be re• 

generated, or born again; that regeneration· consistg in giving a 

holy disposition to the mind; that it Is affected in a mannt':r abo~e 

out· c(Jmprehension by the power of the holy spirit. in connection 

with the divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to 

the Gospel, and that its prope'r evidence appears in the hol_v fruits 

of repentance, faith and newness of life. 

8. we·repeat ~bat repentance and fattb are sacred duties and 

inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating 

Spirit ot God; whereby being deeply convinced of OLIJ' guilt, danger 

and helple~sness, and of the way of salvation b_y Chnst. we. turn 

to God wtth unfeigned contrilion, con"fession and snpphcatwn for 

mercy, at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesug Chri..;t 

a; our Prophet, Priest and King, aml rely-ing on htm alone as tht> 

only all-sufficient Savior. 

Y. We beii~ve that elE:ction is the eternal purpose llf God, a-c

cordmg to which be graciously regenerates, sanctifies and !"aves _ 

sinners, that being p~rfectly to'nsi:=-tent with the fr-ee agents of 

man, it comprehends all the means in connection with the end. 

that 1t is a most glorious display of God's soven_gn goodness, be

ing perfectly free, wtse, holy and unchangeable; that it ntte_rly ex

cludes boasting, and promotes humility, love, prayer, pra!se, trust 

10 God and active imitation of his free mercy; that .it discourages 
the use of means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained 

by its effects in all who truly believe the Gospel; that it is the foun

datiOn of christian assurance, and that to ascertain it wtth rt>gard 

to ourselves demands and desen-es the utmost dilige,nce. 

10. We believe that sanctification ts the process by which. 

accordi-ng to the will of God, we are made partakers of his ho.li

ness; that jt is a ·progressi\'e work; that it is begun in regenera

tion, and that it is carried on i-n the hearts of believers by the 

presence and power of the Holy Sp·irit, the Healer and Comforter, 

in the continual use of the appointed means-especially the word 

of God; self-examination, self-denial, watchfulne:;:;s and prayer. 

11. We believe that such only are trtre believers as endure 
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to thl' l'ncl ; thul thl·il· e·t·~t- rving uttu~ hm c nt to l'hri.,.t it~ tiH' grancl 

mark whec h clil4ti nguis he!4 them from superliceal profes. or. ; that 

:1 s pec eal provid.ence watche!'\ over their welfan\ and they are kept 

by th~ power of God through faith into salvation. 

12. We believe ~bat the law of God is the eternal and unchange

a ble rnle of hi!' moral government; that it is holy, jnst and gaod. 

nnd that the inability which scriptures ascribe to fallen men to 

fulfill its precepts. arise~ entirely from the.er love of sin: to deli\·er 

th.em from which, and to restore th;m thro~gh a mediator to un

feigne<l obedience to the holy law. is one great end of the GC?spel 

and the means of grace connected with the estabhshment of the 

vi~ihle c hurch. 

13. We l)elie\' e that a \'isihle church of Christ is a congrega

tion of hapti7.._!d belieyers .: a-"~'lciated by convenant in the faith and 

fr llm•..-ship of the Gospel; ohsening the ordinance of Chri!'lt; gov

ernerl hy His laws. and excercesing the gifts and privileges invest

~d in them by His word; that its only scriptural officers ar.e bi!'lhop!". 

or pastors and deacons, whos;e qualtfications anrl claims and 

duties are defined m the epistles of Temothy and Titus. 

14. We belie\'e that chris.tjah bapti~m is the immer!".ion in 

water of a believer ·into the name of the Father and Son and Holv 

Spirit, to show .forth in a solemn and beauti.ful emblem, our faith 

in the crucified. bnried and risen Sa,·iour with its effect, in our 

death to sin, and resurrection to a new life,; that it i!'l a pre-requisite 

to the privileges of a churcb relation, anrl to the Lord's Supper. in 

which the members of the church by the sacred use of bread and 

wene, are to commemorate together the .dying love of Chr·ist, pre

ceerled always by solemn self-examination. · 

15. We believe that the first day in the week is the Lord's 

Day, or Christian Sabbath, and i~ to be kept sacred to religious 

purp.Jse!". by abstaining from all secular labor and sinful recrea

tion, by the deyout ob!'lervance of all the means of grace, ·both of 

p ri vate and public. and hv preparation for: that rest that r('maineth 

fo r the people of God. 

16. We helieve tha.t the ch' il governm~nt il'l of di,,ineappoint• 

ment, for"the interest and good or.der of human society: and that 

magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored and 
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obeyed, except in thing!'\ op~~ed by the will of onr Lord Jesn~ 

Christ, who i~ the only Lord of the conscience and the pri nce of 

the kings of the earth. 

l'i. We believe that the end of this world is approaching: that 

.at the last day Christ shall decend from heaven and rai!'le the 

dead from the grave to final retribution; that a !'lolemn separation 

Will then take place: that the wicked will be judged to endless 

punishment, and the rightou5i to endless jo~; and that this jndg· 

ment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or hell on 

principles of righteou!'lne!'ls. 

Rules of Decorum. 
1. The a!'\!'\ociation ~baH commerJce with religions ex~rcise!'\ 

and a sermon from some pr.eacher who shall have been previously 

appointed •. unle!'\!'\ t~e a!'\!'\ociation !'\hall otherwise direct. 

2. The m()derator of the !'\ession !'\hall preside, and the form~ 

er clerk shaJI act {provtded they attend ) until the letters from the 

churches connected with the body ~hall ha\'e been read and a mod

erator and clerk appointed. 

3. It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside o\·er the 

meeting during its sessiOn and appoint commHtee!'\ l unless the 

a!'\sociation shall otherwi!'le direct ) preserve order, reprove im~ 

proprieties (except an appeal is tnade to the meetmg- by two mem

bers ). He shall have a right to speak on. ali su bject!'l, calling a 

member to the chair, and examine and correct the minute!'\ if 

necessary. 

4. Tpe cl~rk o;hall keep a cor~ect copy of the proceedmg!'\ of 

the meeting. read the letters and documents, and call any mem

ber to assist him at the close of the meeting. He shall take charge 

of the parers and documents, unless otherwise directed. 

5. The churches shall designate their messengers and report 

their conditions by letter. 

6. Preachers in good standing in other Baptist churches or 

as!'\ociations w1th whom we are in fellow!'\hip, when attendrng o;1r 

annual meeting, shall be invited to a seat as correspondents, and 

these meeting" !'\hall always be opent"d with prayer and closed in 

a !'limilar manner. 
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7. l~: vt•t•v nH• m h~t· ma y ~lll'lll\ twtCl' on an v ntH' ~ll h jt>l' l in cit•• 

hat(' l)('for~ t h~ meetin l{. hut not more without !~ave; ancl when 

1praking- shall ~tand and adclre,;;"' the moderator, anc) u ~e dccorou ~o~ 

unci Chri~tian htngua~e; and no member ~hall ab~ent htm~elf from 

the as~ociation duri~g the se~~ion without leave; and an y per!'lon 

who ~hall violate ~he~e rule~. or the con~titu~ion. ~hall he repro\·ecl 

""' th~ as~ociation shall think proper. 

R. The~e rules may be amen~ed hy a majority of th e mem· 

h<'rs pre~ent at any regular meeting. 

<), The churche~ shall contribute fund<; fo•· the ordina y ex• 

pense~ of the body, such a<; printing the minutes and paying- _the 

tra veling expen!".e~ of ~uch meinber~ · as the a~sociation may st.>nd 

to other bodies. 

10. A public collection ~hall be ta_ken hy the modenttor at 

t'ac h se~s ion, and applied to ~UCh benevolent purpo>;t."S aF. tht> as• 

socil} tion :nay d_irect. 

Rules of Order~ 

1. Annnal introductory ~erman. 

2. Call of a~!".ociati'on to order bv the moderator. if pr<>!".ent. 
. I 

3. Call for church Jette•·~ and enroll me~~eng-ers. 

4. Election of officer s. 

5. Call for peti'tionary letters _and mesengen,., 

fi. Call'for corre~pondmg letter~ and messenger!'.. 

7. Appo.int committee~. 

8. Read constitution and rules of order. 

9. Call and correct the roll and note absentee~. 

10. Call report of messengers to cor responding bodie~. 

11. Appoint messengers to corresponding bodie~. 

12. Call for report of commtttees in order. 

13. Miscellaneous hnsines,.. 

14. Resolutions. 

15. Appoin~ _ pl_ace for next meeting of association. 

16. Appoint some one to preach the introductory sermon. 

17. Adjourn~ent. 
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Form for Church Letter. 

The Baptist Chun::h of Ch1·ist at .. : .. 

To the \Vh1te Ri\•er Bapti~t A!'\sociation: 

Dear Brcthern: We !'end a . me!';!';eng-ers: J~ldC'r .......... . 

and Bt·ethcrn .... .. . .... . · ..... 

lncrea~e hy bapti~m ..... . 

lnCI'case by letter ..... . 

Incn~a~e by restora tton 

Decrease b:r letter ..... . 

l>ecrea..:;e by exclusion ..... . 

Dec•·ease h}' death ... -~ 

Total membership ..... . 

'on,.;tituted in the ye.tt' l'JO ..... . 

Pr ·sent pa!O;tor ........ .. . . 

Day of chul·ch meeting .... . 

~umber £>ngaged in Sabbath School ... .. . 

ontnbution for minutes S ..... . .. 
ontribution for a sociational n11 . ,.;ion. S ..... . 

Contribution fm· !--tate mi . ,.;ion -. :S ..•.•. 
Contri!mhoo for foreign mi~sions $ ...... _ 

Contribution for ruinisterial relief$ ..... . 

:\Ioney expended for pastoral ~u pport S .... . 

Money expended fot· church builcling S .... . 

Mon y expended fo1· incidental expenses$ ..... . 

By onler of the church. 

Da ~ £' • • • • • • • • • ••• 1 ')() ..•... 

• • . . • . . • . . . . • • . • . • • • • . ~focl e rator • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . Ch nrc h Clerk. 

PM-totlke 
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