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MINUTES 
-of the

FIFTY-FIRST ANNIUAL SESSION 

-of the-

UACHITA ASSOCIATION 
--of--

MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCHES 

OF CHRIST 

I• 11 
lleld with Mount Olive Baptist Church 

) 
at Potter, Polk County, Arkansas 

September 20, 21 and 22, 1918. 

OFFICERS: 

Moderator ___ _____ W. E. Holt, Mena, Ark. 

Clerk ____________ J. J. Mershon, Mena, Ark. 

1_·reasurer ___ ____ ___ W. I. Green, Mena, Ark. 

The next session of the body will be held with 
the Board Camp Church,at Board Camp, Ark., 
commencing on Friday before the Fourth Sun
day in September, 1919, at 8:00 p. m. Bro. 
H. E. Crawford to preach the opening sermon. 
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OUACHITA MISSIONARY BAPTIST ASSO. OI•' CHRIST 

M l NUT E S. 

-of the-

OUACHITA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

Ji'RlDAY NIGHT, September 20, 1918. 

The Fifty-first session of the Ouachita Baptist Asso· 
dation waa called to order by Moderator W. E. Holt. 

This session was held with the Mount Olive Church 
at Potter, Arkansas. 

l"irst--Song, "Allliail the Power of Jesus Name." 
By previous motion the association agreed to open its 

··ession Friday night instead of Saturday morning as min
utes previously stated. 

By motion Bro. Hammonds was asked to preach t he in
lroductoty sermon instead of Bro. N. 0. Hornsby, who 
\Vas not present. Bro. Hammonds preached from the 40th 
Chapter of Isaih. 

Mter preaching a motion prevailed to have the letters 
1·ead, and to meet Saturday morning for organization. The 
Moderator appointed Miss Anne Embry and Miss Amy Bul. 
ler to take down minutes. Each church was asked to read 
its letters, after which a motion prevailed to adjourn until 
Saturday morn~ng at 9 :30 o'clock. 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

Satur<lay morning body was called to order by the Mocl
t~rator. Song, "Happy Day." Devotional exercises, led by 
l?ro. Crawford. 

Then a motion was made by Bro. J. E. Taylor to sus
J;end rules and elect W. E. Holt moderator by acclamation . 
. ) . J. Mershon was elected clerk and W. I. Green, treasurer. 

The following committees were then appointed by the 
moderator. 
FINANCE : Evaline Hill. J. B. Dobbins, J. T. Whitehead. 
FAMILY WORSHIP: M. L. Ridling, S. C. Gentry, Robt. 

Fortner. 
TEMPERANCE: R. T. Payne, W. C. Lawrence, Sis. W. :\f. 

Hedge. 
STEWARDSHIP : W. E. Crawford, W. E. Tibbs, Sis. l\1. J. 

Lowrey. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS: W. J. Davis, Jewell Beavers, Sis. 
Bell Hilton. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS: J. B. Hammonds, J. L. Nelf;on) L. 
L. Brown. 

HOME MISSIONS: W. L. Smith, M. J. Hall, W. E. Tibbs. 
STATE MISSIONS: Jim Compere, W. H. Stephens. 
ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS: N. 0. Hornsby, J. B. Ham-

monds. 
A PROTEST AGAINST REMOVAL OF CAMP PASTOHS: 

W. L. Smith, R. T. Payne and W. H. Stephens. 
ORPHANS HOME: J. E. Taylor and W. J. Davis. 
CHPISTIAN EDUCATION: N. 0. Hornsby, Ellis Gos.s and 

Raymond Lawrence. 
W')MAN'S WORK: Sisters McDonald, Annie Butler, M. R. 

Lance and Shelton. -
PUBLlCA'fiON: J. E. Taylor, W. J.Davis and Ellsworth 

Gardner. 
OBIT'G.APIES: Sister Annie Butler. 
NOMINATIONS: J. E. Taylor, J. T. Lunsford, C. F'. Hill. 
TREASURER"S REPORT: W. I. Green. 
A~SOCIATION MISSIONARIES REPORT: C. B. Williams. 
RESOLUTIONS: W. E. Crawford, Miss Annie Ernbry and 
• Ellis Goss. 

Fy arrangement of the committee on orde:i:' of business, 
Fro. N. 0. Ho:(nsby preached Saturday at 11 o'clock. 

At the beginning of the evening session the J.Cport on 
-\P.cor ·auonal Missions was fuliy discussed and odopkd, as 
follows: 

Tn view of the fact that missions are taught by the 
Scriptures, we, your committ~e recommend Associational 
]\1issions; first, because of the vastness of the territory, sec
ond, because of the destitution in this territory; third for 
the lasting good that may b~ accomplished by the Mission
;:try; fourth, because it is the foundation of· all other mis
sions. 

We recommend to our association board elect, to put 
in the field as soon as possible, a missionary for full time. 
We further rec.ommend that the churches take collecfions 
quarterly for the work. N. 0. HORNSBY 

J. B. HAMMONDS. 

The following report on Home Missions was read and ad
opted: 



/ 

OuACHITA MISSIONARY BAPTIST ASSO. OF CHRIST 

HOME MISSIONS. 

The most urgent mission task that confronts us today is 
the sniritualization of the life of the New South. The as
t on!shing increase of the South's wealth will crush the souls 
of the people. if they are not strong enough to master it for 
spfritual ends. And only a vital religious life and seryice 
can give, the strength. 

·The following-figueres, taken from the Home Mission 
F oard's report last year, give some idea of the work that is · 
being done through this Board: Number of Workers, 1,498; 
churches and stations supplied, 5,106; mountain schools, 36; 
puuils in these schools, 5,190, of whom 110 were preachers: 
built or improved 505 meeting houses ; Sunday Schools or 
g-anized, 634; churches organized, 213; baptisms, 30,982; 
total nuwber of additions, 51,949. For this work the Bap
t ists of the South gave directly $589,987. 

The Southern Baptist Convention instructed the Home 
Poard to outline its work for this yeat on the basis ora mil
Eon dollar apportionment. Especially did it declare fof en-
1arged efforts for our soldier boys. This calls f9r greatly 
enlar~ed giYing, but our people are well able to do this. For 
country and human liberty our boys ·are giving their all. 
E very loyal Bautist will do his best to care for the spiritual 
needs of these boys. 

Your Commitee recommends: 1. That this Association 
gladly accept its increased apportionment for Home Mis
sions. 2. That classes be formed in all our churches to 
study the Home Mission books that are issued by the Board, 
H"d that a large use be made of the free tracts on Home 
Mi-;.c:;ons. Orders for traets and books should be addressed 
+o Publicity Department. Baptist Home Mission Board, At-
h:J;J.ta, Ga. Respectfully submitted, 

W. L. Smith. 
W. ,L Hall. 
W : E . Tibbs. 

Committee. 

The following visitors were welcomed to seats by · the 
Moderator: J. W. Conger, President of Central College, 
Conway. Ark. W. J. Dorris, of the Orphans Home, Monti
cillo, Ark. ana James Compere, assistant secretary of the 
State Convention, Little Rock,. Ark. 

~ 



MINUTES OF THE FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 

Foreign Mission .report was thoroughly discussed by 
Bro. James Compere to the edification of all present and 
adopted as follows.: "We, are doing Mission work in China, 
Japan, Africa, Italy and South America. We have a mem
ber3hip of 53,000, 464 churches on all the fields, of that 
number 141' have assumed self support. Last year there 
were 6,270 baptisms, we have 715 Sunday Schools, enrolling 
34,000 scholars." -

"The convention raised $852,000 last year; 294,000 
- more· than the previous year. This year we are raising 

1,500,000. Our state should raise-$40,000 this year in order 
1 o meet the increase. Eighteen new missionaries this year, 
In order tc;> meet the great increase, we urge every chur~h 
;n this Association to do their part in helping to meet the 
increase. 

,r. B. Hammonds. 
~"- •. , __ ¥ ... > J. L. Nelson. 

L. L. Brown 

Afer wnich the Association adjourned to meet at 7 .. :30 
at night. · 

The Association came together after devotional exer
c:ses, led by Bro. Payne. A letter was read from Liberty 
Church, and a motiQn was made to seat Bro. Lawrence as 
a messenger from the same. 

Dr. Conger -was given the full time on Christian Edu
cation and he certainly made it interesting and instructive 
1..o his hearers. after which the rer;ort was adopted as fol
lows: 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 

The Baptists of Arkansas have two well established 
colleges-Ouachita, at Arkadelphia and Central, at Con
\vay. Both these institutions have for many years been con- ' 
ii"ibuting largely to our denominational growth and develop
ment. · We also have three mountain schools-Mountain 
Home College, at Mountain Home and Maynard Academy, at 
:Maynard, and Mountview Institute, in Carrol County. Our 
total prbperty in educational institutions is estimated to be 
·,\·orth about $100,000. Our total education debt as reported 
:::.t the last meeting of our Convention was only about $60,~ 
COO. This debt is on our State Board, and consists of the 
debts of Central College assumed by the Convention, and 
of obligations made to secure money to pay annual deficits 
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a t Ouachita College. W~ now have above $70,000 in the 
Endowment Fund for Ouachita, and it is hoped and believed 
that this fund c.an be made to grow fast enough to keep u~ 
:Crom having any more deficits there. 

'I he Baptists of Arkansas must pay our little education 
debt, endow Ouachita liberally, and provide new buildings 
· nd ecn:rm<mt for our colleges and our mountain schools. 
We heartily endorse the plan of a five-year campaign for 
Christian Education. We are glad that an Education Sec
r etal·y has been emplQyed, whose time is given to raising 
funds for Christian Education, and to stimulating interest 
i n education and to general enlistment work in this cause. 

Ouachita College and our mountain schools are of very
SpHi'il l importance in the matter of training men for the 
ministry. We are sadly in need of .more preacllers,rand 
r r t:achers need training in order to be prepared to do the 
t e: t sE:rvice. We ought to encourage and help our young 
r r <:achers to attend our own Baptist institutions-of learning. _ 
Let no church fail to ·make contributions every year to Min
isttrial and Chr~stian Education. 

N. 0. Hornsby. 
Ellis GoJe . 
P 2.ymcnd L~.wn::n:x 

FAMILY WORSHIP. 

'l:he report of" Family Worship was read and adopteJ 
without discussion, as follows: 

We find that family worship is greatly neglected, anCl 
as prayer is the means by which we can reach the great 
Giver of all good and perfect gifts, and as His word teaches 
that if we ask we shall receive, and especially in these per
'lous days, we should pray earnestly. Therefore we recom
n-end and insist that each messenger here, when they re
t urn horne, encourage the establishment of family worship 
in each household in the bounds of this Association. 

TEMPERANCE 

M. L. Ridling. 
S. C. Gentry. 
Robt. fortner. 

First, thaL the liquor traffic has lost more of its · pow
er since y;e last met. Therefore, we recommend and insist 
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ih3t all members of this body use every effort possible to 
~ unpcnd it entirely. And we pray that the time may speed
ily rn1r.e whEn intoxicants with all its evils will be a thing 
cf the past. · 

ORPHANS HOME. 

R. F. Payne. 
W. C. Lawrence. 
Sister W_: M. HedgE 

The report on Orphans' Home was made by Bro. W. F. 
Dorris, after which it wa~ adopted, and a cash collection 
was taken, amounting to $50.00. 

The Orphans' Home at Monticello, has been in opera
tion 22 years, and has been a blessing to, perhaps, 1,000 
orphans. This work of mercy has a large place in the 
hearts of our people. Its mission, based on God's word, is 
to relie\·e the distressed orphans, and save the:m to the 
State, and bring them into the Kingdom. 

The poliey of placing the children into good, private 
hcmes, while it has its problems, nevertheless is proving 
a Frcat ble>sing to the children, and at the same time en
abrng the Home to care for a larger number of children. 

The health of the children has been remarkably good 
during the year. There has not been a serious case of ill
,-ess. All symptoms of pellagra have disappeared, and it 
is hoped that a permanent cure has been effected. 

The serious drou·ght has blighted the crop prospects, 
but the Home Superintendent thinks there will be suffi
c!.ei.1t amount of feedstuffs raised to care for the live stock 
until another crop is grown. 

The Home will need $7,500.00 to meet all obligations, 
and go to the Convention clear of debt. 

We recommend: 1. That every church and Sunday 
School make regularly monthly offerings to this work of' 
mercy: 2. That a cash and pledge collection be now taken 
for the Home. Respectfully submitted, 
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STATE MISSION. 

Bro. James Compere spoke on State Missions Sunday 
morning at 11 o'clock, after whiCh the following report was 
adopted: · . 

With Arkansas Baptists the greatest expression of 
their missionary faith and zeal is found in State Missions. 
The o,bject of State Missions is to bring all the affairs of all 
t he pe:)ple cf the entire State under the control of Christ. If 
Arlmnsas is to give the best help of which she is capable ID 
winning the terrible war, her people must be brought to 
faith in Christ. To fail in our support of State Missions is 
to fail in our suprort of the boys who are offering their ail 
-c:t the battle front. 

This work is carried on by the churches in the State 
through the Executive Board of the Baptist State Conven
tion. The report of this Board to the Convention last year 
showed great results, thus: 91 workers, 4,384 conversions, 
2,243 baptisms, 3,47-0 additions, 29 churc.hes and 111 Sunday 
Schools and B. Y. P . U.'s organized, and $44,800 given for 
3tate Missions. It is the best day we have ever seen. 

This year the work has been greatly enlarged, the 
number of workers being 189. We have four men working 
full t!me at Camp Pike beside3 some special workers. We 
are spending thousands of dollars to win our ·soldier boys 
to Christ. · There have been more than 6,000 professions 
at Camp Pike. It will be necessary to raise in the State 
Mission Campaign not less than $50,000 if we go to the Con· 
Yention at Helena with all State Missiol} obligations paid. 
Arkar:sas Baptists are abundantly able to give all of this 
and more. 

Your Committee urges: 1. That a careful study of 
the Board's Catechism be made by all the pastors and 
churches. 2. That pastors and active· laymen during the 
Ir,eeting of this Association get together and make plans to 
1·each every church in the Association for a worthy offer
ing to State Missions before December 1. 

.That· every church in the Association do its very best 
{o raise at least the amount asked of it by the Executive 
Board and that ef!.ch church add special gifts for the work 
among soldiers at Camp Pike. Send all such money to J. S. 
Rogers, Little Rock, not later than December 1. · 

W. H. Stephens. 
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MINUTES OF THE FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 

WOMAN'S WORK. 

Heport on Woman's Work was read and .adopted: 

\Ve, your committee on Woman's Mission Work, we es
teEm it one of the greatest works in the Master's cause 
Why we esteem the great work is because we have the Word 
o£' Truth. The Bible tells us of so many good women in 
this work in Christ and' the Apostles days, so it applies to 
us the same today, and we urge all of our Baptist sisters to / 
take up this great work. There are so many good ways 
th~t we ca n help in this good work. We can help so much 
in helping to send the Gospel to the destitute places. We 
can do great good in the orphans home and we urge our Bap
tist ministers to aid us in this great work. May God's bles
sings rest upon us and may .it help in this great work. - -

Respectfully, your committee, 

:\1rs. Fronie McDonald. 
l\l[rs. W. C. Butler. 
Mr.::; . J: C. Shelton. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Report on Sunday School read and adopted. 

· We, your committee on Sunday Schools, beg leave to 
report that in viewing with regret the report of some of 
our churches that they are in a dying condition, and we see 
that they have no Sunday Schools, therefore, we would urge 
every church to sustain a live working Sp.nday School, as we 
believe the church gains the most influence through its Sun
Jay Schools. We recommend that the church urge the read
ing of the Bible in the Sunday School with the help of the 
Southern Convention literature. 

cd. 

OBITUARIES. 

W. J. bavis. 
J. J. Beavers. 
Ball Hilton. 

The foll0wing report on Obituaries was read and adopt-

We, your committee, report_that since our last Asso
ciation, death has visited the churches· and homes. Tw()
lVlile Church, Sister M. T. Hamilton. Board Camp Church, 
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w·. P. Hilton. Sisters Mrs. Paralee Weavers and Mrs. 
:Maude Wilcoxen. · Yocana Church, David Lunsford, Ada 
Lunsford and Bettie Bates. Shady Church, J. 0. Barlow, 
Sisters Dovie Lawre'lce and Martha Hatfield. Mena Church 
J. E. Evans. Hatfield Church, Miss Pauline Dodd. 

Resolved that we tender our sympathy and assistanc-e 
i'o the friends and relatives of the departed dead. 

Amy .A Butler, Chairman. 
T'y re :Juest a let~er of commendation was granted 

Fmithvillc Okla. Church to another Assoc.iatio.n of like 
faith and order. 

PUBLICATION. 
We, your committee on Publication, beg leave to report 

:as fellows: That the Holy Bible be tbe first of all publica
t;ons in every home and that it sbould be read and studie~··. 
JY! ore ~ystematic. Th:.:>t the Baptist Advance and Home and 
ForciQ'n Fields te in every home in this association, and 
t hat the best religious books be in our homes) and that we, 
:-: s a peor-le. to "study to show themselves approved of God. 
lVorkman that can rightly divide the Word of God." 

J. E. Taylor. 
R. T. Payne. 

MISSIONARIES AND TREASURERS REPORT: 

Report adopted. 

Report of C. B. Williams, Assnl. Missionary Ouachita 
Association, from April 1, 1918 to August 11, 1918. 

SerrnoRs Preached ------------------- - ------------ 79 
Other Religious Ad.dres~es _____ ...:_:. ____ -- ---------- 10 
Convers ·ons -------------------------- ____________ 56 
Additions by Letter ---------------- ---------~---- 1 
Addi tion by Restoration-------------------:-- -------- 2 
Pantisrns -- ------------------------ ---~---------- 22 
Religious Visits _______ _: ________ -------- -------- 144-
Revival Meetings ---------------------- - --------- 3 
P:-ayer Meetings Organized ----------- --- ---------- J 

. Churcbes Assisted in Securing Pastors ______________ 1 
··nooks Sold or Distributed ------ -------------------- 51 
Tracts Distributed ____________________________ 600 
Subsr:rint~ons to Baptist Advance -------------------- 6 
~liles Travcled ---------------------------------- 863 
Rojsed for Horne and Foreign Missions __________ $103.35 
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FINANCIAL REPORT: 

Report adopted. 
By- Amount Raised on Field ------------------- $149.2J 
By Amout Revieved From Stg.te Board June 1st ____ 90.08 
By Amount Received from State Board Gater ____ 97.36 
By Amount Receivd from State Board (later) ____ .96:66 
Tu Salary of Missionary for 4 1-3 months $433.33. 

To Balance __ _: ___________________ $433.33. $433.33 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 
Report adopted. 
To the Ouachita Association, when convened at lVi.ount 

Olive Church, 1918 . 
. ReceiYed from Finance Com. at Ass'n. ________ $1l::l.J7 
Paid .. _ on note at F. & M. Bank ________________ t05.5Z 
Bala,t1ce on Hand ~----------------------------- VJ.% 

ln settling with the Missionary for 1918, the Roard 
made a note to the Farmers & Merchants Bank for $97.3S, 
which is now due. 

Report adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. I. Green, Treas. 

STEW A:RDSffiP. 

Muc.h interest is being aroused on the subject of Ste
wardship. Our people are seeing as never before that all 
life must be put on a stewardship basis . . Common honesty 
demands this. Each one of us belongs to God; au· of our 
possessions are God's property rather than our own; the 
very strength, skill and ability that we use belongs to Gvd. 
We are to use and administer all these "as good stewards 
of manifold grace of God." 

It is gratifying to note that this great subject is being 
emphasized and agitated all over the land. · The secretaries 
of the Executive Board of the State Convention have sent 
out thousands of copies f free books on Stewardship and 
have circulated quantities of other free literature on the 
subject; many classes have been organized to study Ste
wardship; many sermons have been preached on it by your 
pa::si;ors; and it has often been discussed in institutes, Bible 
Schools and assemblies .. 

We recommend : 1. That every pastor _preach to all 
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his people several times during the year on some phase of 
Stewardship . . 2. That books and tracts on this subject 
be circulated and read by our people as widely as possible. 
3. That classes for the study of Stewardship be organ 
ized in churches and Sunday Schools, in W. M. U. and B. 
Y. P. U. Societies, and in protracted meetings. Free books 
for such classes (as well as other free literature on Steward
ship and Tithing) can be had by writing J. S~ Compere, 
405 Donaghey Building, Little Rock, Ark. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. E. Crawford. 
Mrs. M. J . Lowrey. 
W. E. Tibbs. 

Committee. 

RESOLUTIONS ON CAMP PASTORS 
Report adopted. 

We are constrained by the enexorable duties and rights 
of conscience before Almighty God to bring to . you the fol
lowing solemn protest against your recent order denying cer
tain relig~ous denominations the right to send ministers of 
t he Gospel and other workers to the army camps to minister 
to the religious needs bf the soldiers. · 

First: It is agreeable to our patriotism and conson· 
ant with the facts of history to inform you that loyalty to 
the nat:onal government is a fundamental tenet of the 
Bapf st denomination. If you are conversant with the facts 
of history you probably know that General Washington 
singled out the Baptists of America for special enc.omiums 
of praise, because of their stalwart support of the Revolu-

. tienary cause, and you can hardly be unmindful moreover 
of the very important...and honorable part this denomination
d amendment, which says: "Congress shall enact no law 
res}::ecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting the 

- f ree exercise thereof.' ' There is no doubt in our. minds 
that the said order plainly violates our constitutional rights 
for it does,· without doubt, prohibit the "free exercise" of 
r e1igion. · 

In the sec')nd place, we call your attention to an unfair, 
unjust and unconstitutional discrimination which the order 
makes in favor of some and against other denominations. 
It is a matter. of common knowledge_ that the Roman Catho
lics, through their distinctive organization, known at the 
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Knights of Columbus, and some others, have a free hand 
in approaching and ministering to the men, even to the 
erection of buildings on government land, and the teaching 
of their distinctive doctrines and the practicing of their 
distinctive rites and ordinances-a privilege whch has been 
strictly denied to other religious organizations, indeed to 
practically all evange1ical denominations. _ 

Again, we ask you to reme1nber that this principle o£ 
individual liberty. has always been recognized in American 
life, even to the extent of granting the right to prisoners 
and condemned felons tochoose their own spiritual advis
ers. Just why, the men who are giving their lives to their 
country at this time should be denied the right to have the 
pastor of their own faith minister unto them, is inexplicable 
to us. 

We urge, furthermore, that in our judgment this order 
can not be justified on the grounds of military necessi-ty, 
for the camp pastors have, as nearly as it is humanly pos
sible, always worked in harmony with and subject to the 
regulations of the military authorities, and experience has 
already shown that their presence prom-otes efficiency and 
ministers to the morale of the men in the service. 

We believe, Honored Secretary, that our rights guar
anteed by the Constitution are taken from us by this order. 
We know that our Baptist people, the largest evangelical 
body in the United States, are loyal to the government and 
will remain so despite this unwarranted invasion of our con
stitutional rights, and therefore because of our loyalty, our 
love for the national honor, our· unalienable rights in the 
premises, our love for the boys, who should have the right 
to choqse their own spiritual advisers, and because of the 
solemn voice of conscience.which cries aloud for a free and 
untrammeled approach to God, this Association, represent
ing a vast body of white Baptist, bring to you our perpet
ual remonstrance against the enforcement of this discrim
~ natol·y ruling, and respectfully request that you immediate
ly restore to all denominatlons those liberties vouchsafed 
in the Word of God and written into the fundamental law 
of the nation. 

COMMITTEE. 
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OUACHITA MISSIONARY BAPTIST ASSO. OF CHRIST 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 

ne:port adopted. 

We, your committee, report as follows: We recom
me:1d Board Camp Church as the place of meeting for the 
no:t Association. 

We recommend that Bro. H. E. Crawford preach the 
Introductory sermon. We recommend Rev. W. L. Smith 
as chairman of the Associational Mission Board, and tha;; 
~aid Board be composed of one member from each church; 
and that five _members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

We recommend that the first Fifth Sunday MeetiRg 
be held with Vandervoort Church. 

Respectfully submitted, J. E. Taylor, Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Adopted. 

Whereas the people of Potter have been very kind and 
hospitable to us, the Messengers of the Baptist Association 
Be It Resolved, That we ~extend to them our heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation for their kindness to us during 
our stay with them. Respectfully submitted, . 

Anne Embry. 
Ellis Goss. 

L~ ::.... H. E. Crawford. 
·committee. 

A motion was . then made to adjorn to meet at Board 
·Camp Church, Friday night, before the 4th Sunday in Sep
tember, 1919. 

13 



MINUTES OF THE FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

1. This Association shall be opened and cloi3ed by 
prayer. 

2. A Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by suffrage 
of members present. 

3. The Moderator shall be /deemed a judge of the 
crder, and shall have pow'er to call to order at any time. 

4. Any mEmber dissatisfied with hi-s decision may ap
r cal to the Association the same day, but not thereafter. 

5. But one member shall speak at a time, who shaH 
·rise to his feet, and obtaining permission,, proceed . • 

6 . . The Moderator, when addressed by a member for 
.1:ermission to sr:eak, shall signify the Eame by naming the 
person or otherwise. 

7. No member shall be interrupted while speaking 
unless he deoarts from the subject, or is guilty of personal 
reflection. Every move made, and seconded shall come under 
the consideration of 'the A'ssociation unless withdrawn by 
him who made it. 

·8. Every case taken up by this Association shall be 
decided or withdrawn before another is offered. 

9. When a question is taken up after allowing time for 
debate, the Moderator shall take the vioce of the Associa
tion, and the members in the affirmative shall signify· 
their r:osition by rising from their f'.eat, and those in the 
n~gative shall retain theirs. The Moderator shall announ ce 
the decision before the affirmative resumes their seats. 

J 0 Any member wishing to retire shall obtain per-
mission from the Mod era tor 

11. No member shall sneak more than twice on the 
same · subject without nermfssion from the Associat:on , 
nor more than once 'till every member wishing to speak 
have spoken, nor shall :;J.ny uroposition be made to dose cle
ba-te until the S"!lbject has been fully discussed. 

J 2 . Mem hers shall address each other under appella- . 
tion of brother. 

13. The roll may be called as often as the Association 
may direct. 

14. No member shall be tolerated in any practice 
which tends to interrupt public speaking. 

15. Ahe Moderator is entitled to the same privilege 
of speaking as any other member, provided he appoints an-
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other to his seat during the time; but shall not vote on any 
subject u:pless the N!sociation be equally divided . 

. 16. Any member violating these rules may be reprov
ed by the Moderator at discretion, bu;t only on the day the 
breach be made. · 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

1. We believe only in one true and living God, and 
that there are a trinity of persons in the God head
Father, Son and Holy Ghost-and these three are in one. 

2. We believe the Seriptures. of the Old and New Tes
taments is the word of God and the only rule of faith and 
practice. z 

3. We believe in the fall of Adam, and t~e depravity 
of his fallen nature was entailed upon his posterity, and 
the impotency of man ' to recover himself by his own free 
will and ability. · 

4. We believe in election through sanctif}cation of 
the Spir~t, and belief of the truth. 

5. We believe in the final preservation of the Saints, 
and that they will never finally fall away and be lost. 

6. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight 
of God only by the righteousness of Christ iinputed to 
them, and that it pleases God by the foolishness of preach
ing to save them that believe. 

7. We believe that good wqrks are fruits of faith, 
and follow after justification, and are evidences of our 
gracious state. 

8. We believe there will be a general resurrection of 
the dead, and ·a general.judgment, and that the happiness 
of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked 
will be eternal. 

9. We believe that the visible church of Chr-ist is a 
congregation of faithful persons who are in Christian fel-
lowship and are agreed to keep up a Godly discipline agree-
able to the rules of the Gospel. · 

10. We believe that Jesus Chri~t is the great head of 
the church, and the only Ml.wgiver, and the dicipline is with 
the body ·and should be kept faithfully up ·for the glory of 
God and the prosperity of His people.. . 

11. We believe that baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Gospel, and none but baptised believers 
have a right thereto, and should be administered by regular 
ordained ministers, and that immersion is the only apostolic 
mode of baptism. · 
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CONSTITUTION. 
1. This-union Qf churches shall be known and distin

guished by the name and title of the The Ouachita ·Mis
sionary Baptist Association of Christ. 

2. This Association shall be c.omposed of churches in 
union. Each church shall be entitled to three delegates, 
who shall be required to furnish satisfactory evidence of 
their appointment by the several churches before taking 
"thejr seats. · 

3. The delegates when convened shall organize them
selves into a deliberative body by appointment of Moderator 
and Clerk, who shall be chosen by ballot at each annual ses
sion and to continue in office until their successors are 
chosen. 

4. This Association shall not interfere with the rights 
of churches of which it is composed and shall act- only as 
an advisory council assuming no authority evcept what is 
expressly delegated to it by the ehutches, or is evidently 
implied by the compact. It nevertheless claims authority . 
over ·its own members and delegates from the churches, 
and in its justice and propriety must have power to with 
draw from and disown all churches-which depart from the 
principles of this compact by becoming heterodox in faith, 
or disorderly in practic.e : · It should therefore guard all 
churches under this constitution with a vigilant eye for 
good Its princiule business shall be to _promote the declar
ative glory of God by extending the kingdom of grace on 
earth through the medium of preaching the Gospel and the 
means in accordance with the Gospel; to union and fellow
ship with all churches of Christ, especially those united 
under this constitution · 

5. Newly constituted churches, or churches dismissea 
from other Associations of the same faith and order, ma:y 
be admitted to this union through the representation ·of 
t hree delegates at the annual session of this Association 
with a petition for admission, and upon their agreeing t ' 
the abstract of the principles herein published. 

6. The churches in this union shall transmit to every 
annual session of the Association, written statistics, giv
mg :rames of delegates, number in fellowship, baptized, re
ceived by letter, dismissed, expelled, restored or dead, since 
the last session, and all information that the churches deem 
important, which shall be read and minuted 

7. 'This Association may have a fund supplied by a 
voluntary_ contribution of the cl)urches, and all money thus 
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contributed shall be transmitted from the churches and pairl 
over through the Committee of Finance to the Treasurer, 
who shall be elected by ballot and hold office during the 
pleasure of the Association, and present annually f<;Jr in
sertions in the minutes, a clear and distinct statement of 
all receipts and expenditures. 

8. The Association shall furnish the churches with 
minutes of ever ysession. 

9. The Association shall take no cognizance of query 
sent up from the churches unless they have endeavored to 
solve the same and have failed, nor any difficulty between 
churches, unless they have pursued the direction in the 
18th Chapter of Matthew and have failed to settle it; then 
this Association shall take such matters into consideration 

10. The Clerk of this Association shall keep a file of 
the minutes of this Body and deliver the same to his suc-
ces~or in office. -

11. This constitution may be altered or amended at 
regular meetings of the Association, by concuring voices 
of two-thirds of its member~ provided such alterations or 
amendments be approved by the churches composing this 
Association. 

12. At the Annual meeting there shall be an intro
ductory and missionary sermon, .and the body shall adjourn 
each day at 11 a. m. for preaching. 
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