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PROCEEDINGS 
-OF THE-

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION 
--OF 1'HE--

Gaddo River Re~nlar Baptist Association. 
---~--~ 

F'IRST D.A :.z-_ 

--:0:--

SATURDAY, SEPXEMBER 8, 1882. 

The Caddo Rinr Regnlar Bapt.iRt AssociatiOn met pursuant to 
adjourument with the Church at Forest Hill~ :fi.flilntgomery ctnmtry 
Ark. 

Tbe introductory sermon was preached at 11 o'clock A.M. by fhe 
appointee, Bro. W. Vv. Carson. Tt-xt: ·Mathew 28 chapter, 18, 19 and 
20 \'ertl r s. 

At 3 o'clock P. ;,r. t.lte Association assembled by singing. TLe 
former Modenttur being absent, Brother I-I. L. Wasson called the 
Association to order. Aft.er which he led in prayer. 

Next called for lettt•rs from the Churches. Letters read an!l 
messengers uarne enro11ed. (See Statistical Table.)· 

Called for Petitionary letters from the Churches. Two were pre
sented aud react, one from Mt. Zion and one from New Home. The 
right i.Jaud of fellowship extended the messengers by tbe Moderator. 

The Association then went in to an election for officers, which re
sulted in choic:e of Bro. J. J. Hughes, Moderator; Isaac F. vVelch, 
Clerk, and John Welch, Treasurer. 

Iuvitation to visiting ministers extended. 
Called for correspondence from sister Associations, whereupon 

a letter was presented from the Southwestern Arkansas AssociatiOn 
by messenger, Bro. J. B. Hester. Also one from the Ouichita Asso
ciutioll; borne by messenger, Bro. H. C. Ridling. The ng-ht hand of 
welcome was eb.tended to the messengers by tbe Moderat.or. 



'Ihe Morlerator then appointed the following ccmmitt~os: On 
Preaching: Brethren John Welch, G. B . Willis and George Pettett. 
On Documents: A. Nelson, J . A . Neighbors and L. L. Porrester. On 
Finance: Bretluen J. C. Thomas, J. H . Keith and W. F . Wtllis. Ou 
Destitution: Brethren J. J . Roberson, W . F. Rucker and L . 1'. Rag
well. On State of Religion: Brethren L. Melson, H . Wltissenhunt and 
G. Burchfield. On Temperance: T . J . ·welch, I. P. Hollifield and D. 
T. Driggers. On Duties of Churches to Pastors: Brethren A. R. Chit
wood, C. H. Eddlemon and J. P. Welch. On Duties of Pastors to 
Churches: B.rethren J. A, Collum, H . J. House and W. J. Cowart. 
The appointees not being pr@sent, Brother J. P . Welch was appoiuted 
to preauh Missionary sermon. 

Adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock Mo11day morning. Prayer by 
Moderator. 

Services of Sunday. 

The stand was occupied by the following Brethren who preached 
U1e word to large and ver,y atteutive cong-regrations, and we trust 
great autl lasting good \Yas accomplished t,hereby. At 9 o'clock A.M. 
Brother H . C. Ri<lliug, followed lJ_v E. P. Chitwood; 11 o'elock A.M., 
Brother J.P. Welch; followed hy Brother \V. W. Carson; 3 o'clock 
P.M., Brother J. J. Hughes followtd; by Isaac F . Weleb; 7 o'clock 
P.M., Brotller J. B. Hester folJoweu; by L . T. Bagwell. 

SECC.."JN"D DAY_ 

MoNDAY MoRNING, 9 o'clock, SEP'l' . .tO 1883. 
The Associat.ion met according to appoilltrneut. Prayer by Bro

ther M. P. Thomas. 
Ca!led for the reading of the minutes of Saturday. .:\'Iinutes read 

and adopted . 
.., Renewed call for PetitiOnary letters . One pre::wnted and r>Jad 
from 1\'lt,. Zion Church, Clark com1ty, Brother M. P. Tb mas messen 
ger. Tlte Church was received into the fellowship of the ARsoeia
tion, and the rig-ht hand of fellowship extended the messenger by the 
Moderator. 

Brethren Wasson, Pullen, Hill, Hollifield and Heron asked leave 
of absence to go home, wllich was g-ranted. 

Called for reports of Committees. 
The following reports were read and adopted: 

REPORT ON PREACHING. 
We, your Committee ou Preaching submit the following: · 'rbe 



stand \vas abl,y occn pie@ by the fo ll owing Brethren: Satnrday, 11 
o'clock A.M., by Brother Vi'. W . Carsou, followed by Bnther A. Nel-
8on. Saturday, 7 o'clock P. l\L, Brotl!er J. J. Hughes, followed by 
Brother R. P . Wilkinson. Sunday, 9 o'clock A. M., Brother H. C. 
Hidling, followed b.v Brother E. P. Chitwood. Sunday, 11 o'clock by 
Brother J.P. Welch fo.Jowecl, by W . W. Carson. Sunday, 3 o'clock 
r. :\1. 1 by BrotberJ. J. Hughes, followed lly I. F. Welch. Snnday, 
7 o'clock P.M., by Brother J . B. Hester, followed by Brother L . T. 
Bagwell. Monday, 11 o'teloclc P. M,. by Brothel' w.,W. Carson, follow 
ed by Brother B. C. Ridling. Mouday, 7 o'clock P.M., Brother M. P . 
Thomas, followed by Brother I. F. Welch. 

JOHN WELCH, Chairman. 

REPORT ON DOCUMENTS. 
We, yonr Committee on Documents, make the following report: 

\Ye tind eight. churches not represeuted. (See St.atistical Table). 
\Ve find t.hree churches pet.itioniug for membership iuto tllis body, 
1•iz., Mt. Zion, Montgomery county; Mt. Zion, Clark county ; and 
X ew Home. We find one church petitioning for the next session of 
this body to be helrl with the m viz., Bethel. We find two correspond
ing letters, viz. one from Southwestern Arkansas Assoc1aticn and 
ane from Onichi'ta Association. 

A. NELSON, Chairman. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DESTI'I'UTION. 
We, your Comrnitt,ee 011 Destitution, submit the following report: 

Bretheren, we have much destitution in our Assoc:ation, and no 
missionary in the field. Brethren, let us work while it is day, the 
night comes when uo ruan can work . 

L . T. BAGWELL, Chairman. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE OF RELIGION. 
De~n Bretnren:-We lllal<:e the following report on the State of 

Heligion within our bounds. From the letuers to the Association we 
do not hear as favorable reports as in some years past, yet in some 
churches there have been some glorious revivals of religion, while 
many churches report ''lukewarmness." Brethren, this state of the 
churches is deplorable. Every true follower of Jesus ought to strive 
with all the powers that God gives them, to let their light so shine 
that sinners might see t.heir good works and glorify our Father who 
art in Heaven. Brethren, let us all work and pr.~ty during the com
ing· year, that when t .ne several letters are prepared next summer for 
the Assoeiation that each letter may state, "we have bad a glorious 
revival of religion in our church, and many sons and daughters have 
been added to the fold of Christ." 

LARKIN MELSON, Chairman. 

REPORT OF COMMI1"1.'EE ON TEMPERANCE. 
Dear Brethren:-We look upon the excessive use of intoxicat-



ing spints as being t.he greatest curse ever denounced upon man by 
God.. Its use as a beverage is condemned by the Bible in the strong
est. terms. ''Wine is a mocker in the sight of God/' Prov. xx, 1. 
\Ve are commanded by God to not look upon wine, much less to 
drink it to excess. He says, "at last it IJHeth like a serpent and 
stingeth like an adder," Pr·ov. xxrn, 29-32. The curse of the Bible 
rests in awful wrath upon the man that pnts the cup to his neig·hbors 
mouth. The scriptures inform us that "the drunkard shall not inherit 
the Kmgdom of God/' (}al. v, 19-21. Brethren, lf\t u;;; with united ef
fort assist in banishing this awful curse from our country. Respect-
fully submitted. T. J. WELCH, Chairman. 

REPOR'l' OF COMMITTEE ON DUTIES OF CHURCHES TO PASTORS. 

Dear Bretbren:-\Vithiu our bounds we do know that our 
churches are far behind in the dut,ie::; that they owe to their pastors. 
Their duties are many. We believe tbat it is tbe duty c.f eYery 
church me11rber to be present with the pastor on each conference 
day, to aid and asswt him in carrying on t.he great work of our Masters 
King-dom IHlre on earth. TVe bolie\' O that it is t,he dut.r ot the clmrcll 
to help their pastor to bear the great bnrthens of the church, if she 
would F>ee Zwn travel and bring forth sons and daug,hters. \Ve be
lieve it is the duty of e~•ch church to see that the teioporal wants of 
their pastors are supplied. 

A. R. CHI'l'WOOD, Ch,tirman. 
REPORT OF COJYIMI'f"l'EE ON 'f'HE DU'f'IES OF PASTORS TO CHURCHES. 

Dear Brethren:-We present the following report: The pastors 
is tho servant of the church over wllich he is called. It is his duty 
to see that the rules of the chureh are observed. To preach the 
gospel 'ln itK purity, und to earnestly contend for the faith once de
livered to the Saints, aud to reprove, rebuke and exhort with all 
long suffering and doctrine, and not fail to declare the whole counsel 
of God. Dear belo\·ed brethreu pastors, we thiuk it your duty to 
associate with the members of the church HS much as lieth in yonr 
power. J. A. Coi,LUM, Chairman. 

REPORT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION. 

BelovEd in Christ:-We submit the following report. The Bap
tist Sunday School Convention met with the church at Antioch West, 
according to appointment. 

The introductory sermon was preached by J. P. \Velch. Dear 
breathren, we are glad to report t.hat we are growiug st,ronger in the 
good work. Six schools and churches were represent,erl in our body. 
Two hundred and five pupils were reported. Tbe Convention agreed 
to meet with Valley Grove church on Friday, 11 o'clock A.M., before 
the fourth Sunday in July, 1884. Brethren, pray that the Lord may 
prosper the Sunday School interest in the bounds of our Associatiou. 

PROGRAM FOR. NEX'l' SESSION. 

1st. Introrlnctory sermon at 11 o'clock on Friday, by Brother H. 



1\f. Wilkinson, wit.h Brother John Neighbors alternate. 
2nd. Convention to meet at 2 o'clock P.M. for organization and 

business. ' 
3rL1. Lecture at early candle-light Friday night by Brother W. H. 

Caldwell, .YithBrother L. Autrey alternate. Subject,: "Duties of 
parents in regard to Sunday schools." 

4t!t. Saturday morning convention to re-assemble for .business 
at 9 o'clock. 

5th. Lecture Saturday night at 7 o'clock by Brother J. H. West. 
Snbject: "Importance of Sunday schools," w1th Isaac F. Welch 
n.lteruate. 

BASIS OF REPRESEN'l'ATION, 

All churches belonging to Caddo Ri \·er .~aptist Association are 
entitled to three messengers. All pastors &'f churches within said 
bound, and all Sunday school superintendents are ex-officio memberS'. 

W. J. KENNEDY, President. 
J. M. SMITH, Secretary. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

Dear Brethren:-We make the followmg report on Finanee: 
We find on hand: 

For Printing ~finutes sent up by' Churches ....... . .................. $23,60 
Amo1mtmade at the Association for Printing Circular Letter ........ 5,30 

Total for Printing Minutes .......................................... $28,90 

Cash on hand for Home Missions ............. ........ . , ............ $ 3,00 
Subscription for Home Missions .......................... ...... .. .... 46,00 

J. C. THOMAS, Chairman. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Received from the Committee on Finance the sum of twenty
eight dollars and ninety cents. Respectfully submitted, 

JoHN WELCH, Treasurer. 

The Associatien then called for the reading of the circular letter 
on the subject of the Deaconsbip, by Isaac F. Welch. The letter was 
read and adopteJ as the vie •.. s of the body a.nd ordered printed ~n the 
minutes. · · 

The Association then suspended business for preaching, to meet 
again at 2 o'cloc ;r . 

Re-assembled at 2 o'clock and resumed business. 
The following brethren were then appointed as Corresponding 

Messeugers to sis1 er Associations as follows: 
To Ouichita.-Bretbren A. Nelson, D. T. Driggers and H. L. 

Wasson; Nelson to write. 
To Red River:-Isaac F. Welch, W. J. Kennedy, M. P. Thomas, 

alld W. W. Wilson; Welch to write. 

.. 
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To Saline:-Bretluen A. R. Chitwood, Isaac F. Welch, W. F. 
Rucker and E. P. Ohitwood; A. R. Chitwood to write. 

To Southwestern Arkansas.-Brethren IJ. L. Forrester, W. \V. 
Carson and J. H. Keith; Forrester to write. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The following resolntiuns were adopted. 
Resolved, 1, That the Churches are earnestly requested and urged 

upon by this body to send in cash, all that they can possibly collect 
during the year, as a Home Mission fund, and the pastors of the 
churches are hereby appointed as agents~ to press the work upon 
the churches and take collections for this purpose. 

Resolved, 2, That the next session of this Association be held 
with the church at Bethel. 

Resolved) 3, Thattbe clerk have as many mmutes printed 1s there 
is money to pay for, after reserving ten dollars for his services. 

Resolved) 4 That this Association tender her special thanks to 
the members of Forest Hill church and vicinity, for their liberal sup· 
port and friendl,y hospitality during our stay with them: also to the 
Brethren, Moderator and Clerk for tneir faithful services. 

APPOINT::.v.J:ENTS EOR NEXT SESSION. 

Introductory sermon by Brother J. J. Hughes, II. M. Wilkin
son alternate, at 11. o'clock A. M., Saturday. 

Subject of Missions, by Bro. W. W. Carson, N. H. Ha-rley alter
nate, at 11 o'clock A.M., Sunday. 

Subjects of Ba.ptism and Communion, by Bro. M. P. Thomas, J. 
P. Welch alternate, at 3 o'clock P.M., Sunday. 

Subject of Foot-washing, by Bro. Isaac F. Welch, at 7 o'clock 
P.M., Sunday. 

Circular lett.er by Bro. T. J. Welch, on subject of his own choice. 
No further business appearing, the minutes were read and 

adopted. 
After appropriate remarks and closing prayer by the Moderator, 

• a suitable hymn was joined in by the Messengers and congregation, 
while the partmg band was giveu by the Messengers and brethren 
amidst tears and prayers, hoping to meet again. 

The Association then adjourned to meet with the Church at 
Bethel, Pike county, Arkansas, eight miles below Caddo Gap, on the 
old Arkadelphia road, on Saturday, at 11 o'clock A.M., before the 
second Sunday in September, A.D. 1884, peace and harmony pre
vailing. 

JoHN J. HUGHES, Moderator. 
JRAAC F .. WF.r,crr, Clerk. 



CIRCULAR LETTER 

-ADDRESSED 'J'O THE-

Caddo River Regular Baptist Association, 1883, 

ON SUBJECT OF DEACONSHIP. 
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DEAR DRETllREN: 'rhe subject of the Deaconship is one that h:.\8 
claimed the attention of the wise and good for over 1800 years. By 
some Christiau bodies the office has been entirely discontinued; by 
others it has been elevated from what it was, primitively, to an order 
or rank in the ministry. We take the position that the office wn,s in
tended to be pel'!Jetuated, and that the Deacons were never intended 
to fill th~ offiee of Elcler, Bishop, or Evangelist, or, in short, were 
never intended t.o be preachers of the Gospel by \~irtue Qf their of· 
fice as Deacons in the Apostohc Church. 

The Deacons were to serve as a board of directors. and to have 
charge of the secular affairs of the Church of the Redeemer. 

We will consider, briefly', the office unrler three heads: (1) The 
nature ot the office; (2) the quahfications of Deacons; (3) their dnt1es. 
1st. From the history of the origin of the office, set forth in the Acts, 
sixth chapter, we find the nature of the office illustrated. It was to 
attend to the tern poralities of the Church. 

The office grew out of necessity and from the fact that the minis
ters had sufficient amount of labor in their office, atteFJding to the 
spiritualities of the Church, without leaving that to serve tables, or 
attend to the temporalities of the Church. In Acts II, 44, 45, · we 
read: All that believed were together, and had all things common, 
and sold their possessions and goods and parted them to aH men as 
every man had need. This· accumulated fund was placed in the hands 
of the twelve, whose duty it was to distribute to every man as he 
had need. In process of time there arose a murmuring of the Gre
cians because their widows were neglected in t.he daily ministra
tions. Up to this time the ApostleA had acted in their sphere as 
mmisters of the Gospel, watching for men's souls, giving themselves 
tc prayer and to the miuistry of the word, and also were the board of' 
commissaries, to give to the rnult.itude as every man had need. 'rheir 
work now became of such dimensions that they could no longer per
form it. In this emergency tlJey called the multitude of the disciples 
together and said: It is not reason that we sbonld leave the word of 
God and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you 
seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 
whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give our
sel>es contiuuqlJy to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. And 
the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they chose the seven, 
and when the twelve bad prayed they laid their hands on them. 
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We mny learn from t,his account of tl1e origin of this office in 
Christ's Church that the first deacons were not ministt>rs of the Gos. 
pel, nor were they ordained with the view of t,heir ever becoming 
such. In.stead of their being ministers to preach th~ word, the office 
was instituted by the Apostles under the sanction and by the guid
ance of the Holy Spirit, to relieve those who were from temporal 
cares, showing conclusively that tb.e spiritual 'Vork and the temporal 
duties in Christ's Church are two disti'nct departme:1ts, and, as a 
natural consequence, two distinct offices are needed-the deacons 
to loe>k after the temporal department in all its bearings and phases, 
and especially to reheve the minister of all temporal or worldly care, 
so that he may devote his time, his mind and all his powers to the 
spiritual depa1'tment, or to prayer and the IRinistry of the word con
tinually. 

From the very nature of the office, it is plain it was to be per
petuated in t)le Christian Church. Universal experience has taught 
in every age since the origin of the office, that no minister can suc
cessfully·attend to the twe departments in Christ's Church. 

The ministry could not attend to the temporalities of the Church 
in the days of the Apostles, neither can they now without meeting 
with the same difficulties with which they met. They di:,;con
tinued the secular work and imposed it on others that their precious 
time might b _. wholly devoted to the work assigned them by their 
Lord and King-that of working for the souls of men. The de~> con· 
ship must, then, be continued, because the pastor's work is as nfces
sary, is as bmding, and is as precious as was that of the Apostles. 
There is no Church in existence but what owns more or le:Js common 
property, or funds, that must be in the care of some one, or a board 
of men, and for this the deacons are needed. The Clmrch should 
own a house of woFship, should create and keep up a treasury, be
cause it is necessary that she l'lhould relieve the poor of the flock, 
meet all in•cidental expenses of the Church, and that she aid in the 
general work of evangelizing the nations, and the general dissemina
tion of the Gospel, and, last but not least, that she support her 
pastor. 

Who is to superintend and direct all this work to the JI'Oper is
sue~ God has· appointed for this specific work a board of deacons. 
The deaconship, therefore, should be cont,inued. The law enacting 
the deaconship has never been changed, modified, or repealed; it is 
still in full force. Therefore, no church without deacons to preside 
over its temporal affairs is legally or fully organized, or can properly 
claim to be in every respect a Church of Jesus Christ. It was, then, 
undoubtedly intended to be perpetuated. 

2d. We will notice the qualifications for the deaconship. 
In the first Church of Christians, the Apostles said the Deacons 

must be men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 
and St. Paul says, in Timothy I, 3, 8-14: The deacons must be grave, 
not double-tongued; not given to much wine; not greedy of filthy 
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lucre. Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And 
let these also first be proved; t.hen let them use the office of a dea
con, being found blameless. 

Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers; sober, faith
fnl in all tlliugt;. Let the deacons be the husband of one wife, ruling 
their children and their own houses well. For they that have used 
the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good deg£ee and 
great boldness in the fai tb which is in Christ J es:us. 

Thus we have the qualifications of the deacons btie:fly but very 
poiu tedly set forth. They must be men, they were men, seven il< 
num ber, in the first Church. They must be men of honest report; for 
if they have Hot a good report from those without, as well as from 
those within, they are not a[Jt to be successful in their work. Inftn
euce is one of the maiu elements to sucGess in almost everything in 
hfe where vthers are concerned, and it is doubly so with an officer in 
the Christian Church, erther pastor or deacon. So much stress is 
placed upon it, that the Apostle adds that they must also first be 
proved, and again that the clergy should lay hartds suddenly on no 
man. The deacons must be men full of the Holy Ghost. Men of un· 
doubted piety. They must be in posses ~'>iou of sincere and n. ra;II J" 

heartfelt religion -must be in the enjoyment of the love of Chnst 
dwelling richly in their hearts. lf the deacon perform all his duties 
faithfully, he will have need of all these qualifications. They must 
be fnll of wisdom, wh1ch is another essential element to success. To 
know how to do the right thing at the right time; to know when to 
speak and the proper thing to say, are thmgs of so much importance 
that all will do well to seriously consider them, but especially the 
deacons. A word fitly spoken is lil;:e apples of gold in pictures of 
silver. 

The deacons should be well informed in the blessed book of 
God, in order that they understand their whole duty as officers in 
the Church. 

The deacons must be grave, of sober, steady deportment; not 
double-tongued, speaking one thing to one person and something· 
else to another on the same subject-one thing in your presence and 
another in your absence. 

Not given to much wine, not using enongh intoxicating drinks 
to endanger their in:fluance, or cast a reproach upon the b!essed 
cause, or infringe upon habits of the most perfect temperance. 

Not greedy of filthy lucre; not employing l 'J W, or base, or dis
honest means to accumulate the goods of this world. 

Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure consmence; so living 
and act.ing that at all times to have a conscience void of offense to
ward God and toward men. 

Let these also first be proved, llaving so lived as private mem
bers of the Church, as to give proof of their qualifications to fill the 
important station iu the Church of our SltViour on the earth. 

Let the deacons be the husband of one wife. As polygamy had 
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been practiced for several hundred years, it is highly probable- that 
many of the adhet·ents to the first Churches had a plurality of wives, 
and as tile blessed Creator intended that every man should have his 
own wife and every woman her own husband, He here strikes a blow 
at this foul sin, and so severe is the Scriptures upon this subject 
that no one can be an officer in the Christian Church, either 
elder or deacon, even if he possess every other qualification, if he 
have more t.han one wife, ''Ruling their children and their own houses 
well." The husband is made the head of the family. The Scriptures 
make him not only the head of tile family, but tile ruler in his family, 
and no person who does not rule his own house well should ever be 
ordained au elder or a deacon. If they know not bow to rule their 
own houses well, how can they take care of the Church of God. 

The third and last point we will notice is the duty of deacons. 
The qualificatiOns se : forth by St. Paul to Timothy illustrate to some 
extent the duties of deacons. 

The prosperity of every Church is depending to a great extent 
upon the faithful performance of the duties devolving upon the dea
cons. By the divine law, the deacons are set over the temporalities 
of the Church; for this specific purpose were t,hey appointerl, and 
for no other. All the Church property, and all -~he funds belonging 
to it, are placed under their direction. They have no absolute 
authority over them, but limited to such purposes as the Church may 
direct; the benefit of the whole body is the main object. 

We will now attempt to show in what the duties of this depart
ment consist. We will say it IS his duty to look after the poor of 
the flock. Some poor widow or orphan, or aged or crippled ones, 
may be in actual need. Oh, my dear brother deacon, it is your duty 
to look wen to this. 

It is the deacon's duty to see that the Church-house be properly 
cared for, and provided with the necessaries to comfort and conveni
ence. In winter the house must be warmed to make worship com
fortable; at night the house must be lighted, and everything that 
will tend to make worship comfortable and pleasant, should be 
studied and arranged by the deacons. It is their duty to procure 
and keep constantly on hand the necessaries for the Communion, or 
Lord's Supper, and to attend to the temporal part of such service. 

The .Scriptures everywhere teach that the pastor should receive 
a temporal support from the Church. It is the deacon's special duty 
to see t.o this regularly, so that the pastor may give himself continu
ally to prayer and to the ministry of the word • 

. And now I cannot close this article without referring to the 
duties of the Church to assist the deaccns in their arduous duties. It 
cannot be expected that the deacons can fumish the means them
selves to carry on the temporal department of the Church. If there 
be some poor suffering one in your midst-some poor one of the 
:flock needing assistance-it is the Church's duty to furnish the 
means and the deacon's duty to bear it to such; and, if he possess 
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tLc qualtfications, he will be prepared to speak words of comfort to 
the troubled and bereaved, and to give advice to tliose needing It. 

If the Church needs the elements used in the sacrament of the 
Lord's St~pper, it is the Church's duty to furnish the means, instead 
of waiting for the deacons to procure them at their own expense. 
The deacons cannot furnish the necessary funds to carry on tlte tem
poral department of the Church, attend to all the work in their de
partment, and support their own families. It is the Church's duty to 
furllish t.he means, every memher as the Lord bas pros;>ered them, 
:wd the deacons' duty to distribute it by order of the Church, when 
it is most ueedt>rl to advance the Redeemer's cause in the world. 

And now, in conclusion, it is the pastor's duty iu this age to 
edncate the Church and the deacons to a full discharge of their seT
era! duties. Aud now, dear brethren, as the grand obj~ct of the 
Church in the world is to enlighten the world, and to teach the way 
of life and sal\' ation, and as there is of necessity the two depart
ments, and the two offices in the Church, let us all-ministers, 
deacons aud the Church-go torward, each one to the work the Mas
ter has given us to do. Oh, that God may incline all our hearts to 
perform every duty we owe to one another, and especially to the 
great cause of Jesus. If all would perform thmr. separate sp~cial 
duty fully, Zion would travel, sons and daughters would be born 
unto Christ, and the cause would go forward conquering and to con
quer. The wilderness and solitary place would be glad for them, and 
the desert would rejoice and blossom as the ros'e. Respectfully, 

IsAAC F. WELCH. 
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ORDAINED MINISTERS 

W. W. CARSON, New Hope, Ark. 
H. L. WAssoN, Black Springs, Ark. 
N. H. HARLEY, Betu-, Ark. 
ISAAC F. WELCH, Hickory Station, Ark. 
H. M. WILKINSoN, Silver City, Ark. 
W. II, UA.LDWELL, Hickory Station, Ark. 
J. A. H~LCOMB, Point Cedar, Ark. 
J. M. ANDERSON, Mt. Ida, Ark. 
J. P. WELCH, Rock Creek, Ark. 
G. W. ScATES, Point Cedar, Ark. 

D. '1'. DmGGER, Hickory Station, Ark. 
JonN NEIGHBORS, Rock Creek. Ark. 
A. NELSON, Hickory Station, Ark. 
'l'. J. WELCH, Mt. Ida, Ark. 
J. H. WxsT, Caddo <lap. Ark. 
J. J. HuGHES, Rock Ureek, A1'k. 
L. AUTREY, Amity, Ark. 
I. R. 'l'URNER, Urystal Springs, Ark. 
0. R. SAYLEs, New Hope, Ark. 

LICENTIATES 
..8.N:C ':I:'::S:EJ:S. ::!:C'OS':I:'OFFJ:CES. 

J. M. S~nTB, Rock Creek, Ark. 
E. BuRNS, Hickory Station, Ark. 
L. W. TuRNER, Paits, Ark. 
R. P. WILKINSON, Rock Creek, Ark. 
G. U. BANDY, New Hope. 
E. P. CHITWOOD, Crystal Springs, Ark. 

L. T. BAGWELL, Red Land, Ark. 
T. J. CUNNINGHAM. Crystal Springs. Ark. 
M. P. THOMAS, Amity, Ark. 
H. '1'. H( WELL, Amity, Ark. 
S. RoDGERS, Oden, Ark. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Introductory Sermon. 
2. Uall for letters from Churches. 
3. Call for petitionary letters. 
4. Election of officers. 
5. Invite visiting ministers to scats. I 
l!. Call for correspondence. 
7. Appointment of committees. I 
8. Call for report of Committee on 

Preaching. 

9, Call for reading minutes. 
10. Call roll and mark absentees. 
11. . Call for report of committees. 
12. Call for reading the Circular Letter. 
13. Call for resolutions. 
14. Appointments for next session. 
1&. Call for Treasurer's report. 
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