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MINUTES. ---
TR.! Tt:XARKA:'IA BAPTI!'.T AssoCIA'I'ION met in its Twenty-Third Annual 

Session with t.he PiFgah Baptist church, Miller county, Ark., Oct. 24,1896. 
The moderator being absent, the Association was called to 01·der by tho 

clerk. 
Oo motion, Bro. B. Chance conducted the de\·oi,ional exercises by reading 

IIOtb P ,;almc; and prayer. 
On motion. Eld. John Winham was chosen moderator pro tern. Prayer by 

Bro. Dean. 
The !etters of the churches were railed for, presented and read hy Bros. L 

Winham, an1l 0. W. Mathews, as reading clerks. 
The following chun:hes were represented by letters and messengers: 

HARMOl'Y, by letkr; Or.I'Vf~ STRJ~t:T, C. W. Mathews B. Chance. :M:. V. Ma
thews; Pu:.,s \:'IT Vn:.w, by letter; TmnF.ssJ;p;, A. II. Vandervilt, P. Crow, 
John Winhhm; Cr:~<TrR Rn.•GE, N. J. Racl,E'l, W. L Helme; OoLLFGE HILL, 
J. A. Pe.ty; NF.w Hoi·r~. by letL•·r; RocK CREEK, by letter; MT. ZioN, R. llig
ginbotto:u, J ason Paul!t; Fu~sT OuuP.OH Tmc.\RKANA, C. ·w. Daniels, R. W. 
Hu:uphr!e;;; ?J.EAS.\..'~T GRov•:. W. T . ..\1eredtth, L. A.. Parker, C. I. Day; 
N ... w BosT.'~• Wilson Jones; PL~:AS.\NT RrnoE, by letter; BETur.r,., J. H. 
l<amse:•. J. E. Corzine. W. L. Quilleu ; PISGAH, Ed Ramsey. H enrJ Smith, 
Odelia Turne:·; PARK, K D Mertdilh; .Anwca, G. H. S. Higgs, John Mil 
ler. L. D ',Vtl~ri;,; T\1'1'. PIS.Hii, 0. 0 Elkin3, J.D. Pruitt; WARDS, J. B. 
Merchant; Duuv 81>.1Hl'IG8, by Iotter. 

The .-\-;aociation was organized by electing John Win ham moderator, N J . 
Rnchul clerk, J. A. Petty, truasurer 

C.~LLED FOR PETITIO:-IARY LETTF.RS. 

Letters were presented by Bothsadia aud Dalby Springs churches. On 
motion tht~v were received to fellow"hip, tho hand was extended by mod
erator to 11ethsa1ia me~senge1· , D.!lby ::;pringe ehurch h~wing no messen
ger presE'n t. 

lnvitetl vi'liting hrothren to scat!\. 
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10. Corresponding messenger. J. C. McElroy, Eanon Association was rccE>ived 
anu seated. 

11. The rooderator appointed the following brethren as committee on Dol'ine 
service: C. W. Kimball, C. C. Turner, L. Win hum. 

12. The moderator appointed the following committees: 
AssoCJATIO~AL 1'tfissiON: L. Winham, W. L. Quillen, P. Crow. 
J~OREJGN MisSION: B. Chanco. Joe Corzine, ·wilson Jones. 
~I:NDAY ScHOOLS: Jason Paulk, A. H. Vandorvilt, W. L. Helms. 
PU)JLJCATION: J. A. Petty, C. W. Kimball, R. Higginbottom. 
l"INANCF.: C. W. Mathews J. W. Dean, C. I. Day. 
PosT OFPtCE: Wilson Jones, P. Crow, L. Quillen. 
ORPHANs' HoME: E. D. Meredith, C. 0. Elkins, L. Winham. 
PASTORAL Surron1': N.J. Rachel, B. Chance, Jason Paulk. 
STATE MISSION: E. D. Meredith, Odelie 'I.'urnor, 0. W Kimlmll. 
Em.JCATION: Leo Lumbley, R. Higginbottom, W. L. Helms. 

13. 11 o'clock a.m., preaching by Bro. J. 0. McElroy. 
U. Adjournment to 1:30 p. m. 

E\'ENIN(l fll<1$SlON. 

15. 1:30 p. m mot pursuant to adjournment- Prayer by Bro. Mathews. 

Tl~EASUJU:tfS m:PORT CALLED FOR. 

lG. The treasurer reports amount on hand at last A~sociation, sh •wing receipt 
fot· same. Report received and adopted. 

17. On motion. Tennessee church wru~ chosen as place for next meeting Time, 
Saturday before the 4th Sunday in October, 1897 at 10 o'clock a. m. 

18. To preach introductory sermon, Eld. C. W. Daniels; altemate, Eld. E. D . 
.Meredith. 

19. To preach missionary sermon, I. P. Langly; altemate. T. L. Fulnright. 
20. Tho committe~> on Di\•eoe stln·ice l'Cporl. Preaching Saturday night l>y 

Eld. E. D. Meredith. 9::-l:l u. m., Sunuay school mass meeting by J. A. 
Petty, II. Chance, C. W. Mathews. ll a. m, preaching by Eld. E. D. Mere
dith. Sunday night, preaching by Elda. Petty and Merchant. 

!o.EPOR1'S Of' COM.IIUl'T~;E. 

21. Call fm reports. Presented, read and adopted except report <•n pa.,toral 
support rejected. See appendix A. 

22. Pending adoption, report on foreign mission collection, cash $2.:10. Orphan's 
HuJUe collections, cash $5.50. 

2:l. On motion, adjournment to 7 o'clock p. m. 

NlG HT SESSIOV. 

24. 7 p. m., the introductory sermon was preached by Eld. E. D. Meroclitb. 
Text Acts 10 :la. Adjournment to !l::lO a 111. Sunday. 



St;NDAY SESSIOJ'(. 

l·:ll a.m., Sunday school mass meeting, addressed by J. A. Petty, B. 
Chance, C. W. Mathews. 11 a. m., missionary sermon by Eld. E. D. Mere
dith; text Hob. 11 :5. Subject, "Pleasing God." Collection, Associution 
m!BSiuns $10.60. 

Al!TF.RNOON SESSION, 

)(~t pursuant to adjournment. The report of tho oxecuth•o board was 
presented and read by L. Winham; received and adopted. (See report.) 

The following bwthren were appointed as executive board for ensuing year, 
1o wit: L. Wmham, E. D. Meredith, R. T. Fulbright, J. C. Watts, S. H. 
Craw lord. 

AdJourned to 8 o'clock a. m. ::\1onday. 

MO:fi>AY SF.SSION, 

)let i'ursuant to adjoumment. Prayer by Bro. J. D. l\1orchant. Minutes 
read and approved . 

.Uter bearing tho reports, the same beiug rend and adopted, proceeded 
lll't'llam•..,ug huHiness. 

l!lSC~'LLAN~;OUS BUSll\}i$$, 

Ou motion, Eld. I. P. Langley was appointed aR delegate to the Texas State 
Conn•nt.on. 

To South••rn Baptist Convention, Eld. C. \V. Da:-~iels. 
0 resolution, it was ordered that the min uto fund be placed in tLe hands 
or the clerk; that he have $10 for his sen-ices; have printed the required 
numt.rr minutes; distribute the same; auy amount left in his hands to be 
puill to the Mi~sion Board. 

Reeoln~tl. that the thunk!l of this hody be tendered to the Pisgah church 
and community ror their hospitality during our stay among them. 

Whereas. the will of the Chdstian and Jaw-abi1~ing citizens has heou set at 
naught. the Jaw diaregarded and violated, and in opposition thereto the 
al~ or iuto:s:icatiug liquot·s has been engaged in our midst and our fami · 
lit·~ and neighhtrs are under its baneful influence, therefore be it 

Resoll·ed. that we, as an Association, set our disapproval agf\inst the same 
and plerlg~ our combined influence to have it expugned, and to this er.d 
WI' "·oul<l recommend the continual agitation of the temperance cause in 
our As~ociation. First, by having our ministers to denounce this evil 
froDl th<' pulpit, and that at our annual meetings a commttt~e be appoint
ed on l~>mperance, flO that th11 subject may be brought before this body 
ant! di.eussed at our meetings. 

On motiun, the Association was adjourned to time and plRce of next meet· 
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;37. Song was sung, the parting hand extended, prayer by Bro. Meretlith, sep
aratmg thus, h0ping to meet again. 

JoliN WJNHAM, Moderator. 
N. J RACHEL, Clerk. 

MISSIO;s'AftY DOARD. 

Your Missionary Board ::tppointed at last Association, beg leave to report as 
follows: 

Amouotpaid H. II. Echols, as balance due him for last year as 
lliissionary, .. ....... .. . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $.'30 00 

We contracted with Bro. Crawford, a member of the Board to endeav-
or to work up a fund among the churches for which we paid him ...... $10 00 

We contracted with Bro. M. A. Gunter to supply Dalby Sprin1~s with 
preaching once a month after the opening of th~ Spring Eeason. He 
made four visits and organized a church at that place, for which set·vice 
he has receiveci from the Board $14 00, from the church there S4 00 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18 00 
We employed B1·o. N.J. Rachel to supply Pleasant Hill once a month 

at $'i0 per year His services amounted to $46 00, which baA been paid 
in full. CollecteJ. on the work ......................... , ...... . ... .... $.30 00 
From B;;ard ........ .. ...... ........... .... .... • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 00 

'.fotal .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $46 00 
1t is recommende<l by Bro. Rachel t hat the work he continued there. 
We employed Bro .• John Winham to S'J}Jply College Hill, Ark., with preach· 

ing after the openi•lg of Sprin!! ~eason, at 650 00 per ·year. He went there twice 
and round that the int.E>rest was not sillli.cic'lt to continue the work. The Board 
then sent him to Sylvarenia. He went there three times fou "cl the inte1·est 
good and recommend;; that Lhe work be contiuue:l. On account of bad 'Weather 
on the time h e was to be there the last time he could not go, at which tim..J he 
was to h:we ta':>.:.n the collodion, consequently, ho reportR 11othing collected. 
We have paid him S19 00. 

We e:~ti loyed Bro. Nichols to supply Red Liek, b ut have not he:.rd anything 
from him. 

Total ... . ............. · ... . .............. . . ...... .. . ........ ... . ... 8123 00 
L. WINHPM, 

:-acre tar y. 

ASSOCI,\TIO::s-AL MISSTO!'<S. 

Oommitttoe on Aso;ociational :tvli~s:o··1s report as follows: 

11. lJ. MEREDITH, 

Chaiilllan. 

Associational mission h tho foundation o( all missions and should oo fost•·red 
above all mission. When wo b uild up the :ts-ociational misqion spririt we hare 
accompltshed a g·reat work. The pro.r;er E>cl ucation of the tnembership of our 
churches on the mission question is included in this wo.:k and should cn~age 
tho attention or the Associ •tio:1al Board as the presellt object of their work. 



We think the B"anl should comru•.wicate more frequently witlt the pA.stors by 
a general intcrchauge of ideus and opimons, and genial information ab· >Ut the 
fipJt1 unrl t,hc worlc By this means it may Jnarn U1c nocds of all partE~ of the 
ti{•lrl aud obtain a knowledge of all tho a\·ailnble meaus that might be utilized 
in the work. 

We wcommencl that our Board give more attention to tho 5th Sunday moet
illg and make it their busine::~s to be present and endeavor to direct tho discus
si >11 in these meetings in such a way ail to increase the mission spirit among 
our brethren. L. WrNHAM, Chairman. 

~TAT~~ ~llfll-li<)N:,j, 

Committee on State missions subm1t tte following: We tlo nt't l(J}OW tho 
present condition of the State Board, yet we know that is a work and from the 
rNtding or the letters from the churchos. We. as an Association httve done, 
but httlc for thi~ worlr, therefore we recommend that this Association send to 
the tlill'erent churehcs by their dolegatos wortls by which they may be encour-
agod in this work. E. D. ~h:u~:nl'l'H, Chairman. 

FOR~11GN msslONS. 

Your com111itte'"l on Foreign :1-IiRSions would rCSJ·ectrully report that after 
having exam ined the letters from the churches, ttnd that hut two of the twen
ty churcoes report anything having heen done by them along this lino of 
church work this year . l!rothren, is it possibl'l that we, as Mission>~ry Bap
tists, fail to hcedlho )lacedoniau cry coming to our ears from across the 
waters? And u.ro we with-holdhlg tho Lerd's money and using it for our own 
selfish purposes? Let us cu·ouse brethren to the fullmeasl'!ro of our responsi
bility along this line, aud at the close of this next /1 ssociutional year let it l:l• 
said of each and O\'ery Lhurch in this Association, we han:' dono what~ e could. 
:May tbc Lord stimulate ustodo om·duty in sending the Word to them that 
h;l\'e it not. B. CH,\NCE, Chairman. 

t·:ouc.vrro:o~. 

We, your l'onnuittco on education report as follows: We hoJie,·e the earnt>sL 
consilleration of education highly important for ihe greatcst~U<'CO!'S f ,f fhl' 
Texarkana Association in nc•·omplishing Uw grt.>atest amount of good f01· thr• 
advancement of the cause of Christ. B· F. Lu~wu;v. 

w. L.llF.LMS. 

ScrnHY ScunoLs 

R. H!GGINHOTTO)I 

Cotnmittef'. 

Wo, your committee regret to report that the want and great ntlcd of inter
est manifested hy a large major·ity of our churches in the Sunday 3chool worlc 
We tind that only rom churches rep01·t Sunday schools. The four report 302 
pupils. llrethren, this should not bo so. Let us endeavor to increase work 
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within the hounds of our .\st:ociatioo. We trust and pr~ty thut the r~port will 
b<> hctt~r anothrr y~Rr Re~pect.fully, 

JASO::i PAU LK, Chairman. 
PUBLJC,\TIO:-IH 

We, your committee "n Publications earnestly recommend the c·1rctul read
in!< or tho Holy H"ript.ur~s al.Jove e\'erything ebc For by them we shall all 
he juclged nod we arc commanded to try the spirits untl again we arc com
mand<>d, if any one come aud bring not this do<:trioe 10 receive them oot into 
our hou~~e nor bid thom God's epced. 

That wo he Cllrcful in reading religious period ic;tl~ antl try them by the in
fahhle Word. We recommend the readir.f:! of our <ll'llOminational journals and 
tract!!. UcsJ;E:ctLully 5UbDiiLtetl , 

J A. P}; t 'lY, Chairman. 

Clllll'l!ia!S, 

Collr~ro llill. . 
Pleasant View ..• .' •• 
New Hope. 

, .__.-Mt. 'pisgah ..... .. .. . 
---Llethcl .. . . . •. 

Center Ridge . ... . .• 
Bothsadiu. 

Mluu1cs 

$2 75 
75 
75 
iiO 

1~ 
1 ;-J() 

100 
New Boston. ... . .... 2 00 
PleMlint Grove . . . . 1 75 

~ennet;SCe. 2 00 
111)rtle Springs • . ... . 
Rock Creek 1 10 
Pleasant Ridgr . . . . 1 i}Q 

_...----Mt. Zion . . . . . , 70 
- ..Antioch . . . . . . . . . . . 75 

llarmony . . . . . . . . . . . 1 25 
Dalby Springs . . . . • . 50 

....----Ftsgnh . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 75 
Olivo Street . . . . . . . . 1 00 
Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 00 
Ward Creek. 2 50 
1st Church Texarkana 3 f'>O 

i-31 30 

,\~~uf"hli ~IJ II,_l 
t.li-•lo. s. 

52 00 

200 

50 

...... 50 

... 10 00 

Sl5 00 

Ful'&lt'll 
Ml•slou,o 

Sl 10 

ill 10 

Unmo 
Ml<•l ·II~ 

61 :rs 
~lUI (I 

D'!l • '"·" 

GOO 
!CO 

"· ..... 

i10 6.3 
We rcc•>DlU!end that the pastors o! the churchc3 uf this A"SOClation bring the 

matter of As.c;ociational Missions more prominently oerorc their chun•hca. As 
you can SOt' by our rl'port that very few of the churches soot any money Cor 
that mission. C. W. MATJlF.WH1 ) 

C. _I. D.o\Y, \Committee. 
J. w. DRo\N, 
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l>amc. Pn,t Oilice. N••n<l. Po<t OfTim•. 

John Win ham, ... Edson, Ark .. . .... . ! R. J. Hairston . .. .. DeKalb, Tex ..... . . 
U. \''. Daniels, .... 'fex;,rkana, Ark .... 1

1 J. A. Petty,....... ·' " . . ... . 
I. P. Langley,..... " " . . . J. B. Merchant.. .. Dalby Springs, 'fex. 
P. H. Hill, . . . . . . . •· ' .... 'J. S. Thotlla~. Sr.,. " '' ·• 
S. H. Crawford,.. . ... I Geo. E. Pinkham,. 
S. E. Hale,....... .. .. 1J. I. Jenkin, ...... Rolyat, 'rex ..... . .. 
\V. ,J Simmons, .. Park, Tex ....... _ .. fT. T . .:\iartin, ..... Now lloston, Tex .. . 
W. C. Et:hols,.,... " ..... .. . ·I 'l'hos. L Fulbright, " " '· .. 
E. D. :\im·edith,.. '· ......... H. D. Nichols, .... llooks, 'l'ex ...... .. . 
N.J. R<Jchel, ..... Ma~d, Tex ......... l WILSON Jor;ES, Ch'm'n. 

Yuur committee O;'l Orphans' Home report as follows: We consider it the 
grMtest work of charity in tho land, aml is dependent solely on th11 uenovolenco 
o~ the pPOple, therefore, we should not neglet:L this work, hut should give Jibe~·. 
ally, according as God has ble;;sed uF. 

E D Ilb:tu:otTH. ~ 
IJ. WtNHAM, C01umittee. 

On~:LlA Tt:RNim. 

The rollowing amounts rPported paid by the dilferent churches, not oth•·r 
wise reported, for pastoral support, missions, Orphans' Home, ehnrch expenseo:, 
ete. etc.: 

J•'irst Church Texarkana ...... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. .... .... S 40\J .!lO. 
New Boston ............................................... . 
Hock Crook ..... . . ........................................ . 
Pisgah ........ . .............. .... . ... . ......... . ... .... .. . 
Bethel .. , ............. .. . ...................... ....... .... . 
Olive Street ....... .. - ...... .................... .. ... .. .... . 

:!68.Gf>. 
46.00. 
00.00. 
45 76. 

191.6-i. 
Olivo Stroot Sunday School .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . (j2 .44. 
Harmony . ......... ... ....... .............. _........ . ..... .. 105.80. 
College t[Jll.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4. f>i). 

Total ........................... ... . ....... .. .. .. . . Sl ,lW..(i4 



nECLARATIO~ OP F'AITH. 

Ar~TWLJ•: I. We belie,•e that Lbe Holy Bible was written by !Uen Oivinoly in· 
spired, and is a per(oct treasure of heavenly instructions; that it has God for 
its author, sah>ation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error ror its 
matter; that it reveals the principles by which l;od will judge us. and t.ben · 
fore is the truo center of C'hristian Union aotl the supreme standard by whil:h 
all human conduct, creeds and opinions should be tried. 

An'r, 2. V•le believe there ia one, aJ,d only ouo, lil'ing and true God, an in
finite, intelligent spirit, whose name is .Jehovah, tb(' make1· and eupreu•e rulor 
of heaven and earth, inexpres'libly glorious in holiness. and worthy of all possi
blt- ho'lor, conlidence and lm•e; that in the unity or God-head the•e are thrre 
persons, the L•'ather, the Son. and tho Holy Gh.)st, equal in r•vory divino pet·· 
fection, tmd executing distinct hut hanno••ious offices in the great work of 
redemption. 

ART. 3. Wo believe that man was created in holiness under the law of hi!! 
Maker, hut by voluntary transgression foil from 1hc holy an<l happy state, in 
consoquonco of which all mankinu are now 11inncrs, not by constraint, but 
cboiCl", being utt<'r\y voil1 ot l.hat hvlincss rrquire<l by the law or God, positive
ly inclined to evil, and therel'me under iust conc.lemuut.ou to etern11\ ruin with
out defense m excuse. 

ART. 4.' W_e believe that the S<tlvalion ot sinners is \\holly of glace, through 
~~:e~;.~:~orml offiltc:.es of the Son of God, who by appointmoot of . the Father 

. upon un our nuturc. yet witho t · . d . . 
U1e olwtlience and h' h' 1 h u sm, honore the D1v1oe law hy 
· · · " '8 < oat made a full at 
•ng nson from th<> <lead he i onemeot tor our sins· \.hat ha\' 

~~~~~~e~le~~o;~t:~ t~nuere-t :Y:~;~a~~~!:r~~~~ ~~v~~~veo~.' a~c~ 'Jnitm~'in hi!' won 
ART () W '· ~ttai,Je, a compassionate and II ~ ~ecttons he IS every way 
. · · e uelieve the g•·eat , a SUoucJeut Savior · 

bPheve in Him is justifi. . gospel blessing which Ch•·i" . , . 
promise of ctern·ll l'f catiOn. and Justification is the p l t secures 1osuch a.., 

• ' • A on principle r . ar( on or sin . d h 
consideration of Hnv wor . so nghteousne<>S; that it i .to t . (1 

tlu·ough f· ''I . . ks of nghteousncsa wh; ·h s lleRtowcd nvt Ill a•• 11o the llede , .c we have oo 1 
righteourness is freely impe~~e~: blood, by vitrure of which fait~e, h ~ut solely 

~~~~ b~~ssed peace aod favorewit~ ~:~ra~~; that.H brings us into alRst~~;le~; 
r •lme and eternity secures every other 1 1 . 

ART. 6 w b 1. · 1 e.smg Dt'ed-
h · 0 e wve that the bl · 

t e gospel; that it is Lhe i . ess!llgs of saJvution at·e matlo 
penitent and obedient f .tbm~_ed~ate duty of all to accel>t th fbree to all by 
gr te aJ 'and that th' etn Y a cord'al ea st sinner on earth b t . no JOg pJ·c,•ents tho l . J ' 
the gos J h' . u own Inherent d .· sa vatton of t.he 
ART.~~' ~o~~l:l~·eJe<.:tion ~nvoJves him in ,~::~;~:·~tl''~luntary rejocti(m of 

horn again; that ICI'e tha~ tn order to he sa,·ed sinn : condemnation. 
regeneration conRists ln . . CIS must be regenerated 

gtvmg a holy dispo . . or 
RlLJOn to tho mind: 
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is ef{ect.ed in a manner ahove our comprehension by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, in connection with rlivine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience 
to the gospel, and that its proper evidence appears i:1 the holy fruits of re
pentance, and faith, and newness of lifo. 

AnT. 8. We believe that repentaoce and faith ar11 sacred duties, and also 
inseparable grace wrought in our souls by the regenerating· spil'it ot God, 
whereby being deeply convinceu of our guilt, danger and helplessnes!!, and of 
the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, con
fession aod supplication for mercy, at the same time heartily receivmg the 
Lord Jesus Chl'ist as our prophet, priest and king, aod relying on him alooe as 
the only all-sufficient Savior. 

AuT. 9. We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God, according to 
which be graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves sioners; that beiog per
fectly consistent with the iree agency of man it comprehends all the means in 
connection with the end; that it is a most glorious diFplay of God's sovereign 
goodne~s, being infinitely free, wise, holy and unchangeable; th~t it utterly E'X

cludes, boasting and promotes humanity. love, prayer. praise, trust in God, and 
active imitation or His free mea·cy, that it enc,·arages :he use of means in the 
highest Jegroe; that it may bo ascertained by it, effects in all who truly believe 
tho go~pcl; that it is thA foundation or Christi:Ln assurance. ttad that to ascer
tain it with reg.lrl to ourBelveJ dem:wls alld do'le~ves tb.e utmost diligence. 

AU'J'. 10. We believo tb.at Ranctificatioo is the pro~es'! by ..,·hich, according 
to tho will ot God. wo are made part:tke:s of His holiness; that it is n progres
siro work; that it is begun in regeneration, and that it is carried on in the hearts 
of believers by tho presooce and po·,yor or the holy spidt, the sealor and the 
comforter, in tho continued use of the appointed me:lllS-f':>pecially the word 
of God. self-examination, self-denial, watchfulne"s and prayer. 

AR'l'. 11. We believe t.hat such only are real b..\ie\'ers as endua·e unto tht
nnd; thoil· prosen·ing attachmnnt to Chl'ist is tb.e grand mm·k which distin
guishtl!l them from superlicial proPossors; that a special Providence watches 
over thetr welfare, ami they are kept by the power .>f God unto salvation. 

ART. 12. We believe that the law of Go I is the eternal and unchangeable 
rule of His mm·al govemment; that it is holy, just and good, and that the ina
bility which the scriptures ascribe to ralle.n men to fulfill its precept arises en
tiroly from their love of sin, to deliver them from which and to restore them 
through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law is one great ond of 
the goApel and the remaics of grace connecteJ with tho establishment. of the 
visible church. 

ART. 1:1. We helie\·e that a \isiblo church of Chrast is a cong1·ogation of bap
tized believers associated by CO\'enant in t~e faith and fellowship of the gospel, 
obsen•ing the ordinance of Christ, governed by his laws, and exercisiog the gift, 
rights and pri\'ileges invested in tbom by his word; that its only scriptural of
flcE>rs are bishops or past(lrs or deacons, whose qunlificationA, claims and duties 
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are defined in t.he epistles to Timothy and 'l'itus. 

Awl'. U. Wo believe that Christian bal)tiem is immersion in water of a be· 
liever. into the name of the Father, and Son, and the Holy Ghost, to show forth 
in a solemn and beautiful emblem our faith in the crucified, b'.lried and risen 
Savior, with its effect, in our d(ath to sin ancl resurectiot> to a new lifei that it 
is prerequisite to the privlleges of a churc:h relation and to the L·•rd's Supper, 
in, which the members of tho church by the use or bread and wine are t.o com
memorate togeth~a· the dying love of L~hrist, preceJed always by solemn self
examination. 

ART Hi. We believE< that the first day of the week is the Lord's day or 
Christian Sabbath, "nd is to be kept sacr'<lcl for reli!!.'ious purposes by abgtain
ing from all gocular labor and sinful recreation: by tho ue"out obserYance of 
all the means of grace, both private and public, and by prepuratiou for that 
rest that remaineth for tho people of God. 

ART. 16. Vole believe that civil gover '1ment is or divine appo;ntmont for the 
interest and good order of human society, and tha.t magistrates are to be pray. 
ed for conscientiously, honored an<l obeyed, except only in things oppo ed to 
the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lonl or conscience and the 
l'rinc9 of the k ings or the earth. 

A~-r. 17. We believe there is a radical and essential differenc•· l>etwoan the 
righteous and the wickeu; that such as through faith are justi1ied in the name 
of thB Lord Jesus and saoctilit:d \JY the spirit of our Go::l are truly righteous in 
His esteem; while ull such as continue in the impen1tence unll unbelief are in 
H is sight wickeJ and under tho t'urse, and this chst.inction ho.Jus umong men 
in and after death. 

, ART. 18. We believe that the en<l of this world if' approaehing; that at the 
last day Christ will descend from hea,·en and raise the JeaJ from thd grave for 
tina\ retribution: that a solemn separation will take f-luPe; t.hat the wlekod will 
be adjudged to t•ndless punisl;lmcnt a· d the ri'ghteou~ t.; •·udlcss joy, aou. that 
thig juJgment willllx fo1evar· the final st!l.le of tnon in heaven ot· hell ou pdnd
ple of righteou,;nt ss. 

···• COKSTITUTIOK 

\'le, tl::e Missionary Baptist Churches of Christ in the .state; of Texa9 and 
Arkansas, having been baptized upon a profession of our faith in Christ, are 
convinced of the necessity of a combination ?f churches in order to perpetuate 
a union amougPt us R nd preserve and maintain a cvrres{JOndent with eaeh 
other. We tbe!elore propose to maintain and keep the order and Jules of au 
association according to the following I .lao 

1, The Assvciation shall bo composed of member< chmon hy dHI<!rent 
churches in our As9ociatio:J . who, on producing letters from their respoctin~ 

churches certifying their appointment, Ahu!l be entitleu to seats. 
2. 'l'he let.tet·s from the rlitfereut ehurchos are to express tbo ir members in 
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full fellowshi}J, those haptizetl, received hy letter, dismissed, excluded. restored 
and dead since last Association; also inscribe upon tho backs of their l{lttcrs 
the n<tme of church, po3t o"'ice, dologatos, pa>tor and clerk. 

3. Tho members thus choSt>n and convened shall he known as the Texarkana 
Missionary B:~ptist Assouiation, who shall have no power to lord it over God's 
heritage or to infringe on any ot the eternal rights of churches in the Associa
tion, but shall be considered an advisory council in matters respecting their 
internal concerns, for the benefit of all such churches; but the Association 
shall have {WWer to exclude any church from its body who shall violate or de
viate from the rules of the orthodox principles of the Gospel. 

4. Every church in this Association shall be entitled to three dole~rates or 
messengers, and should any church fail to represent herself she shall state her 
reasons in her letter to the next Association. 

5. ~ew churches may be admitted into this Association, who shall petition 
by letter and delegates, and, upon examination, if found orthordox and orderly, 
shall be received by the Association, and the reception thereof manife'!tNl oy 
the Moderator giving the right hand or fellowship. 

G. This Association. when convened, shall be governed by regular atlcl popu
lar rulos wl.ich they are autho··ized to form for themst<h•es. 

7. The .\ssociation shall elect a MoJerator from a1r.ong themselves hy ballot, 
whose duty it shall be to set:l tb;Lt the Hu:os of Decorum he at~ended to, and 
take th~ vote o[ the Associatiul' in all questions pt·opcrly brought before it, 
and to organize the next Association; alf!a a Clerk, whose duty it shall be to 
take proper and correct minutes of the proceedings; also a TrAasurer, whose 
duty it shall be tu rel'eive and disi>Urse all money coming into his haml11 as di
re-cted by the As -ociation, giving and taking receipts for tho same, und m11ke 
a 1 opot t of the same to the Association. 

8. 'fhe Association shall in all cases be governo:l by a majority of memborl' 
pres&nt, except in the rocoption '<>~new churches, which shall require a unani
mous vote. 

9. Every query sent hy a particul;u· church must l}P included in her Jetter, 
cenifywg that b"he has endeavored tt• l)ettlc it, hut could not; in which case t.he 
1\ssociatitm ~;ball t.akc it under consideration al)(l give their advice. 

10. Business which immeuiatel.v con"ems the Association at large, whPn 
sent by a particular church as from it or handed in by a member. shall he tak
en up and decided fla soon as an opportunity will admit . 

• 1. 'J ho Associ<ttion shall correspond with other Associations as may be 
agr~ed npon when in session. 

d. The Association :;hall elect. one of their ministers to preHch the intro
ductory sermon and his alteruate at til.e next Association. 

13. Tho Association shnll endeavor to furnish the churches with minutes of 
ht>t· proceedings. 

H. Amendments to this constitution mny he made at any time when two
thirds of the churches composiu~ the Ass,ciation deem it necessary. 

lG. Tlle minute>s of the Assocmtio:1 shaJI he read and corrected (if necessary) 
and signed by th•• i\1oderator and atte>stt-d by the Ulerk before thP Association 
adjourns. 
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16. The Association shall at each annual session appoint a Missionary 
Board, which shall choose its own officers, which shall consist of a President, 
Vice-President, Clt'rk and Treasurer. :::laid Board is required to report at each 
session of tha Association. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

1. Each session of the Association shall be opened and closed by prayer. 
2. But one shall speak at a time, and be shall arit.e and address the ~1oderator. 
3. During a discussion no member shall be interrupted while «peaking un· 

less hE> dep1ut from the subject or nee words of reflection. 
!l. Every motion made and seconded shall come under the consideration of 

the Association. except it l>e withdrawn by the one that made it. 
5 . . Every case taken up hy tho .1\ssociation shall first be decided on or with· 

drawn before another is otl'ored. 
G. No member shall depart (rom the session of the Association without 

leave. 
7. No member shall speak more than twice on the same s•1hject without 

leave obtaineu, nor shall any proposition be made to close subject until all lie
bates are closed. 

8. 'l'l:c appellation of br .. ther l"hall be used in our aduress to each other. 
9. Auy person breakin~ t.he-;e Ruloa of Decorum may be rPprovf'd as t.hc 

A'lSOCiation may think proper . 

ORD!!:R Ol~ BUSlNI~SS 

1. Call Asso~intion to order. 
2. Call for and read letters from tho churches. 
:1. Preach tho introductory !lermon. 
i. Elect .Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer. 
5. Call for petitionary letters. 
r.. Invite visiting brethren to seat.s with u~. 
7. Call for corresponding messengers. 
R Appoint a co~nmittee on divine service 
!). Appomt t ho [oiJowmg committees: 1, on A~sociational M issionR; 2, on 

Forc:gn Mission-;: 3, 0:1 Sunday Schools; 4, on Publications; 5, on Finance; G, 
on Deceased Ministers; 7, on Orphans' Home; 8. on MinistPrs' Names aml Post 
Otlices: 9, on P .tstoral Support; 10, oo State ~fissions; 11, Education; 12, Home 
]r1i..c•siona; 13. call for Treasurer's repo:t. 

10. Select the place or next meeting. 
11. Appoint a ministe .· to preach next intror.luctory Ferman. 
t·l Appoint a minister to preach missionary sermon o.t next mcet.in~ 

13. Call for 1·eport of Assciational :\fission Board. 
14. Call for reports of committees io ordOI' of their appointment. 
13. M iscelluneom;; husinese. 
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