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~I~l:TTES .. 
SALINE ASS O CIATION. 

---o---
SA.TUilDAY, October -·, 1868. 

The Saline Rt>gular Baptist Association, met pursuant to adjourn­
ment., with "Ma•·ble Cluwch," Saline county, A•·knn~as. 

The appointee to preach the Introductory sermon. being absent, 
by request of the Moderator and hrethron, EldPr R. M. Thrasher 
preached said sermon at 10 o'clock A. M. fi'Om Corth. xiv, 40; "Le' 
all things be done decent and orderly." 

After which the delegates assembled and were called to order b-" 
the Morlerato r. Prayer by Elde•· Willdns Tate. 

The Moderator then announced the absence of the Clerk, Henry 
C. Smith, whereupon, Elder R. 1\I. Thrashe1·, was appointed Clerk, 
protem. 

1st. The letters from the sevtJral Chqrches were called for, read. 
and the names of Delegates enrolled. See Table. 

2d. The Association then proceeded to the election of officer&, 
which resulted in the election of Elder Thomas Whitteu, Modera· 
tor, anrl Elder R. M. Thrasher, Clerk. 

3d. Petitionary letters were c~~olled for, whereupon the following 
Churches presented petitionary lette1·s: Friendship Church, Mont­
gomer. county, Magnet Cove and Washita Churches of Hot Springe 
county. 

Wh.ich were received and names of delegates enrolltJd. 
4th. Called for correspondence froTD sister Associations, where­

upon, Bro. Jno. C. Hendersun presented a letter from Colum­
bia Association, also letter fi'Om Washita Association, by W. H. Hil­
ton, both of whom were cordially received and invited to seats. 

5th. Appointed committees a'C! follows: 
On Preaching.-C. T. Glenn, Rigsby and Nowlin. 
On Documenta.-Hendricks, Collie and Howard. 
On Finance.-Baker, H. H. Williamson and S. A. Powers. 
Deatitution.-Pope, Wm. Williamson ond Nally. 
Sabbath Schools -Gullett, Hurst and :M. L. Ritter. 
On State of Rcligion.-Tate, Moore and H. Lindsey. 
Adjourned to 8 o'clock, Monday morning. 



and holds them respons1b e for its beinrfpfench~d i 
tts ordinances sm·iptnl'nll.v administered h, rnlniAtcr• 
hut qualified and commil'sioned by the chrtr<~hes. 

We belie\'e that when 11 minister rl~>paJ•ts frum t.he 
·of the gospel, he shonld he dl•nieci hy the church the 
and all participation in or mlministmtlon of it!l ordi 
converted t'rom his errors: and thPrefore we hol<J 
requires thnt we should not invite ministers of other ne11Jorn•a 

to preach for n-. who 1u·e gnflt_v of those things for w-hich we 
exdude our own ministers. We wonlrl not lie unrlerstood all be 
that such men m·e therefore, not gooci men, but thut we •·egant them 
Ill' disqualitieli to pre!Wh. anti as teacher·" c•f acknowledged errors • 
t.hat we can in no WR,\\ hy act or· worrl, hiu Goo speed. 

Speeijlctztly. We tieliel'e that the reli!lion of Chrh't is n peri!Onnl 
matte•·; that all its reqnisitions nre personal, ancl the obedience of the 
g11spel is personal, and theret"o1·e conscious. Therefore we hoJcl that 
llll those •·eli l{ion~ 8:''8tems whotie teuchinlls 11-nrl practice are to the 
~~ontrary-th.at arlmit of ohecHenCI• thrrmgh sponsor!! and pro~ 
n1·e opposed to the fundnmental and vital principles of the doctrine& 
of Chri~t. 

We believe in salvation by the sovereign grace of God extended 
to n~ through Je!los Chri8t, and . not contingPnt upon good works 
foreseen in us. W t> helieve in justification hy fnitli. anrl not by works 
of righteousness that we have done or can do. We then•fore hold 
all those religious systems that teach a rit111d !lalvation ftS rt>g~nera 
tion of he:trt. · remissic>n of sin, and justification in connection with 
baptism or an)' rite of the cliurch, as destructive or the doctrine or 
Christ anci monifestl:v anti-christian. 

We believe that ail those who tt>ach thnt regeneration of heart, jus­
tification· and continuance in the grace nr favor of God anci salvation 
are conditioned upon our good works, are manifestly jnrlaizing tf>ach­
ers, and preach another gospel than that preached by Cb1·ist and hi& 
apostles. • 

Flnally. While we have no fellowship for Romanism. ProtPRtlmt­
iRm, Methodism or CnmphelliRm, as such, yet we extt>nd onr Chris­
tian fellowship to all persons In nil denominations who give ns evi­
dence of Apiritoal regeneration by manifesting the spirit of Christ in 
their godly li\'es and conversation; and whi.e we are compeHed to 
regard tbem as walking disordrrly, it is not for ns to judge their de­
merit, but love them. and by all means to seek to convert them from 
the error of their way." 

R. M. THRASHER, Chairman. 

12th. Cban~ed the name of our District mectinga \Q \ha\ of 
"Ministers and Deacons mee\ill&'-', 

U\\\, :{)~ n\00 1l. M. Thrasher, John c. Henderson, w. J. 
Neighbors and C. T. Glenn to draft forms of letters from the chur­
ches to the Asaociatloo and letters of dismission from one church to 
another. Committee to 1·eport at tbe session of tbe Association. 



-uteri "~linistet·s and Deacon's" meetings: 1.st District, 
tea, -wbo AI- Bethll'ham, .B ushy Ca·e~.>k, Fair Pla.v. Franciway, Ken­
oint~Jl<lk Gro'tP, Ouachita, Rockpot·t, Srnitb Cr~.>ek and Magnet 

ART. anrcht•s. Meeting at Hockport, on Slltmday hwfore the 4th 
o. dtiit ~ul,r. Eldt.'r W. Tnte \o preach 011 Minister·ial Support. 

~k. tl'ict - ' OIIl J•0.•4'c1 of Hot Springs, Marble, .!\1t PleMant~ 
' l<'m·k~ P IPnsant Grov!', Salem, South l<~ork, Union of 1\'Iont­
e.r.v. t:iendship and Union of Salilw. Meeting to he at Hot 

rings on Saturday. hefor-e the fit•st Sllhbath in July. R. M Thrnsh­
et· tt'l_preadt on ..Mini!lterial Support. 

HHh. Hearcl the report ot' the meeting- helcl in the 2<l District with 
.Mt. P l<'as:mt Clum·h, emhr·acing the l!-!t S .chhath in September ; and 
ordere1l so much of tl.te rt•port printed in the11e Minutes as Pelntes to 
dnty of Dencous. 

EHltACT.-'"l<:lrler R. C. Short, introdtwPd the subject of MnnsTE­
UIAL SuPPoRT. It was taken for granh·d by a mpj01·it.r of thP mem· 
bt-r!l pt-esent that it i11 the ilut,v of the Dencons of the different chur­
ehes, to attenrl to the supporting of thE' ministeril'g hl'ethren, nnd the 
relief ot' the widow an!l the orplt11.n in their· midst. W<' think them is 
scriptural pro0f of this fn<.'t, ancl we wish your honornble body would 
take this suhjeet into consideration: and impr·es!l it npon the mhHis 
of the Deacons thnt this is their ilnty; for our miniRters need peeuni­
su·y aid, and it is the Deat·ons' husinf'S!I to stir up tlwir hretlll'en and 
11isterR. Ther·e nrf'~ al11n, numhers of widows aml orphans, who nt><>d 
&st~istance. We do, therefort>, brethren, earnestl v solicit yon-do 
·urge it upon you-to prove to the Deaconlil that this is their dttt~·, for 
aome of them, in f11ct, almost all seem to tiJink otherwise, and are, 
therefo re, loth to take holcl." 

16th. Adopted the following rE-solutions: 
Resolved, That we return our most grateful thanks to the hret.hrf'n 

and fril'nds at Marble Church, for the \'cry kind and generous manner 
·In which they bave entertained the Association, during the presen' 
session. 

Reso'ved, That the Clerk superintend the printing of t.hese Min­
utes, ancl have ftfteen dollars for his services. 

17th. Appointed the next session of this Association to be held 
with "Smith Creek Church," in Hot Springs count,y, commencing on 
Saturday, before the first Sabbath in October, A. D. 1869. 

The Moderator now announced that the business of the Association 
was finished, returnecl his thanks to the brethr-en for the brotherly 
love mnnifestecl towards eaeh other, and for the very harmonious 
manner in which all the business hlld been transacted. He thE'n 
called upon Elrler W. Tate to conclude ; who diu so with appropriate 
remarks and prayer. After whiciJ a hymn was sung, ani! the breth­
ren extended to l'ach other the parting band. Thus closed one of tht 
mo!lt harmoniotu sessions. and the Association adjourned to the time 
and place for. holding the next mE'Ptlng;. 

THOMAS WHITTEN, .Moderator. 
R. M. THRASHER, Cterlc. 



Betl;leham, 
Brus:1y Creek, 
Fuir Play, 
Franc.lway, 
Hot ~prlngs, 
Ktntucky, 
Marhlt>~ 
~It. Plea.~nnt, 
Magnet Co\'e. 
North Fork, 
Oak Grove, 
Ouachita. 
Pleaeant 
Rockport, 
Salem, 
l::imit11 Creuk, 
South Fo1·l;, 
Union. 
Union. 
FriP-ods~lp~ 

STATISTJ:CAL T A ::S L E. 

N.H1ES OF .QELEGATES. PASTORS. 

John Gea.r1ng, M. L. 'Ritter, • J. Nel.,.hbora, Muse. 
P. Brashears. lJ. Cunnin)rhllm.• R. l\1. LinClsey, • R. Brashears, 

Devooport.• C. I<' Moore. A.• Hendricks, R. M. Thrasher, C. Devenport, !Fai r Play, 
. Clift • L. Collie. J. W. Collie,• R .. M. ThraRher. R. P. Sanford, Rorkport. 

Tate, F. SpllJ'Iin.,.,• W. T11te, C:. R. Gwinn, Hot~prings 
Jl{lsey. W. R. ii }fills. W. J . Terry,• • C. Henderson, . R. H. Mills, Benton, 
()Jenn. A J. Ritter, Wm. Glenn. Whitten. T . Glenn, .\k'ns~tore 

1'~'1•""'Rft • Whitten. J . ,J. Adnms. C. Cain, , J. Adams, • B. Miller, Harrold, 
Sam. A. Powers. J. C . .Powers, M. Thrasher, B. F. Cook, Roc I; port, 

Bolt.• Wm. Cox• .. M. B pent. • J. Neigh bors, Ed. Wllloford, B<•uton. 
Gullett, D. Hum moods.• J . G1·iggsby. . Clem, W. Norton, Hock por t, 
H. DnviR. J. Kemp. R. J . Benson,• r. Clem. . J . Bell, do 

R. W. Nowlin.• A. J, l:lntchlngson, A . • T. Nowlin. A. J . Hutch in W. W. P rothro, Nor th point 
R. 11-1. Thrnsher, H. McColhun,• J. H. Howard, R. M Thrasher, H. McCollum, Roc!; port. 
W. F. Rose. L . Wilhite, P. W . . JonE>s. . C. Henderson, B. D. Lazarus. 

1

0 wens~ille 
W . H. Ri)!ShV, J. B. Hutchin_gson. W. P. Buster, W . Tate. H. Rigsby, do 

J. Neighbors. R. C. Shor t.• \Vm. Nally, W. J. Neighbors, S. Neighbors, Hot:-:\pl'ings 
W . .Aml"rson,• C. C. Pope. J. A. Baker, W. Amerson. 1\lt. Ida. 

. A. R11g11n. H. Hall.• J. 0. Hen·ler~on. A.Hutchingson . W.Mont!JomP-l'Y Dt•u ton, 
H. H. Willlnmson. R. J . Honsley.• T. Ratcliffe,• • J. Adams. H. H. Wilh11mson. Harolcl. 

--------~~~o~l~u~2~s·~~l~~.~G~l~3~~~us~~----------------~--------------------
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J\ P P EN D IX. 
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(A.) 

0 1 DoenrbP.nts.--Yonr Cl)tntnittee wonl•l rept)t•t, that we llncl in th~ 
nmnn;ca'ions from the Churches compo;~ing- this bocly, c'lemnncling 
lcinlll<)tice. E''.t<'ept the petition of Smith CrPt'k Church, for· tlut 
t sessiun of thi~ Aii!IOciatron, to convene with her. 

RespN:tt'ully suhmitteci, 
A. HENDRICKS. Cltalrmmi. 

(B.) 

We, your c.omrnittee, look on the fiekls as heing ready fot· the har­
vest, but finding onr l~borpr·s a r·e few, we should pi'Ry the Lord of the 
harvest to send for·th more lnhorers to assist in the grt>nt work. Our 
iestitntion is great. Some churches are without Pastors, anrl some 
places have .110 prenchiug. In the name of the Lor·d .we cnll upon 
yon to SellO forth such M ~·our wisoom 'mily rlirect, to Stlpply the Jles-
itnte churchPs and neighbor·hoocts in this Ast!oeintion, pt"R~ ing that 
hey ma_y pnt theit• hands to !he plow 1md not look hack. 'l'he minis­

ter>! of this Association ought to he Sl~ppotted. so tlt&t they e6ulc'l go 
for·th to theit· w6rk witltotit hincit-auce. Brethren, Jet ns aH wm·k, 
-and then out· Jahors will be blesserl. 

C. C. POPE, Ckal:rmeA. 
(0.) 

Your committee are sensible that a subject of such importnnee de­
uumrls a more thorough investigat1on. It hos pleased Gocl to ap­
point means to tl1c saving of sot1ls~ and we belie\'e that "Sahbath 
Schools" is one of those instrumentalities, whereby ·'"Olmg men and 
maideus may be made wise unto salvation, anc'l bro~ht into t11e fold 
of Chl'ist. It is with much pain that we see this subject is much neg 
lected by the chu t·ehes, notwitltstancling the advice of the Association 
in our annual reports, nrging them to engage in this important work. 
May the Lor·d incline our hearts and the 'hearts of the brethrPn and 
sistet·s in ail of the churches, to pay rn<H'C attention to fi1ture anc'l im­
mortal welfare of the youth of QUr •anrl, and rear up Sabhath Schools 
for their instruction in the principles aud doctrines of the Bible. All 
'Of which is respectf111ly submitted. 

JAMES HURST, Ckairman. 

\D.) 
Yonr committee beg leave to Teport, that, from the information we 

have been ahle to gather from the letters to the Association, there is 
much prosperit.v in some parts of the Association. Chnrches have 
been revived, an<l God has blessed the labors of his servants in pre­
serving order and union, and in bringing to the Faith many fresh seals 



of their ministr.v: and among the number many young Ine11 

fair to become valuable recruits in the n•·mv of the Lord, 
tlle LicPnUatP. Ministers han, madt> suei.J pr~fi<·ienty in the ·1 

of the ~ criptures 11.nd ~iven such evidencE's of their call ; "· 1 

fications fm· the miHi!oltr.v, thnt thPil churches have had thE-m Bl't nparf 
to the full w01·k of the minist•·.v; and we hope the time is not far dis­
tout when all of our chnrche11 shall hn\·e Past91's, and every commu 
nit,Y shall have the gospel prt-ached in their midst. 

But, while v;e rejoice at these indications nf' prospPt·ity, we ar., 
sorry to bear of reports in cit·culntion. that some of the churches and 
ministers of this At~sQcintion have engaged in commnuin~ with Pro­
testants anti sinnP.rs, at the Lord's Supp()r. We would, therefore, re­
commend. that the Association investig1te these reports, as unrel'tric­
ted communion is contrary to the constitution and former practice 
of the churches composing this Assnch~tinn. 

· Respectfnll.\' submitted. 
IIARRISON LINDSEY, Ckairman. 

<E.> 
On Finance.-Your committee submit the following as our report: 

Amount sent up b.v Clmrches. - • • $57 00 
Amount ou hand from last year, 4 00 

By Printing Minutes, 
Clerk's fees, 
Postage, etc., . -

Balance on hand, 

Total, 
837 50 

15 00 
1 50 

861 

87 00 
N. B.-In conection with the above report on Finance, received, 

read and appro\•ed the letter from Bro. H. C. Smith. the former Clerk. 
and ordered the 88 00 contributed by certain brethren at the lass 
session to aid In printing the minutes iu connl'ction with those of Red 
RiYer Association, containing a sermon, by Elder D. M. Cochran, on 
Ministerial Support, to be retnmtod to the contributors, as the object 
t'or which it wns contributed has not been effected. 

---o 

CONSTITUTION. 
OF THE 

--o--
ART. !st.-This Union of Churches sb'lll he Tmown and distin­

guished b.v the name and title of the "SALINE REGULAR UNITED 
BAl"'''S'l AssocrATION," 

ART. 2d. 'fhis AssociRtion shall be composed of Delegates from 
Churches in Uniou. Each Church shall be entitled to ~hree (3) Dele 



••~~-'who Bha!l be r~quired to furnh;h satiNfaotory evirleno'l of:their 
lntment, by their t.everal chw<1hcs, befq1~ they tnke tlwir ~<eat~; • 

. 3d. The Delegates when cpn \'ened, shalt ?r!fiJlize tham~elves 
• deliberative p~H~y. uy the appointment ot' a Moderator And 

(.,"'l.erk, who shall he chosen hy hallot, at each annual Association, 
and eontinue in office nntil their sncce~sors nre chosen. 

AKT. 4tli.. The Association shall not interfere with the ri~hts Qf.thc 
Churches, of which it is composed; it shall regard the:u as independ­
ent bodies, in a!l matters o.f internal governm~mt. n.nd ~ball only act 
&!tan tdvisor·y council, assumin~ no autboriW except what iB express­
ly delt>gated to it by ~he Churches, Ol' evidently implied by the v~ry 
natur·e of the compact. It nevertheless, claims authority over its 
own Qtembers-the Del~:>gates from the Chur(lhes, · anrl in justice an•l 
p riet.r, must have powet· to withdraw from aud disown all chnrches 
yj:lich depart fmm the principles of this compaqt, hy becoming 
heterodox in faith, or clisorde•·l,v m practice. It should, therefore. 
regard all churches united unde1· this Constitution, with a vigilant ~ye 
for good Its· principal business shall be to promote the declarative 
glory of God, by extending the Kingdom of G1·ace on earth, thro~h 
the medium of p1•eaching the Gospel, and the means in pccordance 
with that Gos,_.er, to cultivate union and fellowship with all the 
Churches of Chris,t, espeeially with those united in thia Constitution. 

ART. 5th. Newly constituted Churches, or Churches dismissed from 
other Associations of the same faith. and order, mav he admitterl into 
this union, on their sendi11g up three Delegates to the onnual meeti~g 
of this Association, with a petition for admission, and by their Delt>­
gates agreeing-to the abstract of principles herewith published. 

ART. 6th. The Churches iu this Union Bhall transmit to everv 
annual session of the A'lsociation, a written communication, specf­
tJing the names of their f?elegates, their number in fellowship, num 
ber baptised, received by letter, rlismissed, excommunicated, restored 
or dec~ased, since the last session. and all other informatio11 which 
the Churches may deem importan~ which shall be read and minuted 
according-ly. 

AaT. 7th. This Association may ha\'e a fund, supplied by the vol­
tmtary contributions of the CbuJ·<~hes; and all the money thus con­
tributed, shall be transmitted from the Chnrches and paid nver 
through the Committee of Finance to the 'l'reasu1·cr, who shall be 
elected by ballot, and hold his office during the pleasure o( the Asso­
ciation, be shall retain and manage the funds agreeably to the order 
of the Association; and present annually, for insertion, in the Min­
utes, a clear and succinct statement of all the receipts and expendi­
tures. · 

ART. 8th. This Association shall furnish the Churches with the 
Minutes of ever,r session. 

ART. 9th. This Association shtlll take cognizance of no quer.v sent. 
up from the Chul'('.bes, unless they have endenvorE'd to solve the 
same, ancl have failed : nor of any difficulty between Churches, unless 
they have persuerl the directions in the 8th chapter of Matthew, and 
have not heen able to settle them. Then the Association shall take 
su<\h matter into consideration, and act upon them at -its discretion. 

2 



ART. lOth. It shall he the dutv of the Clerk of this n .. ,,.,.,,, .. 

keep a regular file of the print-ed Minuws or everv session 
body, and deliver over the eame to his soocessor in offlce. 

ART. 11th. This CoMtitntion may be altered or amended 
lar meetiDgs ,r the ASBOciati'tmr by the coneorrfng voiee 
thirds of the nrembers then presellt ; 7'r,.lfa'derl, ~cb 
~meudnrent be approved of'b.r the churches comprising this 

- -o-
RULES OJ:P :DECOR U'M. 

!.-The Association shall be opened and closed with 
2.-A Moderator and Clerk shall be cbosen by the 

the mem hers present. 
3. Tbe Moderator shalT be comtid'ereu a fud'p o ( ~. and 

bave o rigt.t to eaft to order at art.r time. 
4. A member not 81ltisffed with hts decfsion, may appeal to 

Associntfnrr on tl\e same da\'. hut at no othe r tfme. 
6. But one JWemflet' shaft shall speal aC a tiMe, who ghall riee 

his reet, antf ofttnining petmiseion, proceed. 
6. 1'be Moderator, wl\err addtessed bJ a member far ""'•mi••'•• 

· Co speak, shalf signifY the sute by namill'g' tfle person-, or otberwi• 
1. No memller sh•dl he interl'flpted. while speaking, unless u 

depa_rte from the sullj'eet, or U'&P.s words of persOital refection. Evel'f 
motion made and second'ed, shan crome onder the consldera&ioJI o( 
the Association unlesS" wfthdrawd bv him that made it. 

8. E.-er.\' case ~ten op b.v the· A-ssociation shall be d'ecided. or 
withdrswtJ 6efore another he offered. 

9. When a question is talen· up-, after allowing time ror dehtlt..t,. 
tbe Moderat-or !!ball take the voiee ot· the Association anti the snb­
Ject, antf the members on afli'rmati~e of the quesfr'on shalf signify the­
omme hy rising front tliefr seafs, amf those in the negati'V'e shall retai& 
theirs. 

1·0. The Moderator sl'laJ'f prononnee tbe deefsfon llefore tlic stan 
der.s resume il1t>f'r seat&. 

11. Any member wishing to retire, shell obtain pennlasion front 
the· Moderator. 

12. No member shall t~peak more tllan twice on· tile same proposi· 
tion without permission of fl'le .o\ssociationf' nor more tban once till 
every memllP.r lfishing to speak shall have spoken, nor shalT aay prop­
osition be made to cfoee tire subject, tin the debates have lleen carried 
throtrgfl·. 

1'3. The appeftation or " Brother~ shan be used in the Associa 
tfon by members in tliefr addresses one to anotlier. 

14. The names of members !thalJ be ealled as oftea as the Asso­
ciation may direct. 

16. No member shall he· tolerated in any practice wblcb tends 00. 
interrupt pun 'tic- speakfny. 

1&. The Moderator sflafl' lie entitled to tile same pri'vflege or speaiJ 
ing as any othel' member, provi!led be appoint soother to his sea\ 
during the time: bot shall not vote on any question on less the Asso­
ciation he equalty clividt>d 

17. Any mPmller viofatiilg these RuLES may he reproved hy the' 
Moderator at discretion, but only on the day the b1·eagh shall be made. 
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