MINUTES

—OF THE—

STEVENS CREEK BAPTIST ASSOCTATION,

HELD WITH

Bradford Baptist Church,

October 7, 8 & 9, 1808.

EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION.

OFFICERS:
J. J. Goap, - - - Moderator.
G. H. Davrs, Clerk.

Next meeting to be held with Mt. Pleasant church,
beginning on Friday before the second Sunday in Oct.,
1899.

SEARCY, ARK.:
CITIZEN JOB OFFICE
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PROCEEDINGS.

Pursuant to adjournment Stevens Creek Baptist As-
sociation assembled with Bradford Baptist Church, Fri-
day, October 17th, 1898, at 11 o’clock a. m. After
singing and prayer, Eld. J. B. Whitlow preached the in-
troductory sermon; Text 1 John 1:3., subject, Fellow-
ship and Love. Adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock p. m.

Afternoon Session.

The association was called to order by Eld. J. J.
Goad, Moderator. After singing, and prayer by W. C.
Mack, the body went into regular order of business.
The clerk, J. W. Wade, was ordered to call for letters
and names of messengers from the churches comprising
the association.

The following delegates reported for their respective
churches:

Mt. Pleasant—W. C. Mack and J. M. Westmoreland

Bradford—]. P. Piker and G. H. Davis.

Union Hill—]. W. Pollard and W. R. Ford.

Independence—W. B. Morgan and W. H. Campbell.

Providence—By Letter.

Mt Hope—By Letter.

Russell—E. M. Barnes.

Salem—G. M. Murphree.

Next order of business was the election of officers
for the ensuing year, which resulted as follows: J. J.
Goad, Moderator; G. H. Davis, Clerk and Treasurer.

Called for petitionary letters. None were received.
Called for corresponding messengers to sit with the body
in its deliberations. None responded.
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The following committees were appointed:
Religious Exercises—S. M. Whitlow, J. P. Piker
and G. H. Davis.
Finance—J]. W. Pollard and W. B. Morgan.
Sunday Schools—W. C. Mack and E. M. Barnes.
Prayermeeting—]J. P. Piker and J. M. Westmoreland.
Foreign Missions—]. P. Tate and G M. Murphree.
Home Destitution—]. B. Whitlow and W. H.
Campbell.
Education—A. A. Andrus and J. W Pollard.
Orphans Home—W. R. Ford and S. M. Whitlow.
Temperance—W. C. Mack and E. M. Barnes.
Obituaries—]. B. Whitlow and J. M. Westmoreland
Publications—H. C. Bickers and J. P. Piker.
The treasurer made the following report:

Report for 1897 and 1898.

Received from Finance committee $19 05.
Paid out for printing minutes $12.00
For Postage .90
For Express .60
For Clerk’s Fees 5.00
Total, - - - $18.50
Balance on hand $ .55

Adjourned to meet at 7 o’clock p. m.

Night Session.

After singing, and prayer by Eld. J. B. Whitlow, ]J.
J Goad preached: Text, John 3:7. Subject, Regener-
ation

In order of business the clerk called for messengers
from churches, which had not yet reported. Bro. G.
M. Murphree reported from Salem. Adjourned to meet
Saturday morning, 9 o’clock.
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Saturday Forenoorn.

Called to order by the Moderator. After singing,
and prayer by S. H. Campbell, Moderator called for
ministers of same faith and order to sit with the body.
S. H. Campbell, of Ouachita, and J. B. Whitlow of Brad-
ford had their names enrolled. J. P. Tate reported from
White River Valley Association.

A. A. Andrus, J. J. Goad, H. C. Bickers and G.
H. Davis were appointed as messengers to the State Bap-
tist Convention.

Corresponding delegates to other association were
appointed as follows:

White River Valley—]. B. Whitlow and J. W. Wade.

Red River—S B. Vick and Geo. Joyner.

Blue Mt.—]. J. Stevens and G. M. Murphree.

Independence—S. M. Whitlow.

The associational board not being present to report,
the Moderator appointed another as follows: J. P.
Piker, G. H. Davis and S. M. Whitlow.

Preaching at 11 o’clock by Rev. S. H. Campbell.
John %:67-68.

Adjourned to meet at 2 p m.

Afternoorn Session.

After singing, and prayer by Bro. J. P. Tate, went
into regular order of business. The clerk was ordered
to have four hundred copies of the minutes printed.

Motion carried that the association hold its next
meeting with Mt. Pleasant Church Oct. 6, 7, and 8, 1899

Eld. J. B. Whitlow was elected to preach the next
introductory sermon, J. J. Goad alternate. G. H. Davis
was appointed member of the State Mission Board.

The following committees reported :
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Prayermeeting.

We, your committee on prayermeeting, submit the
following report: We believe that God is a prayer hear-
ing God, and there is no better way to receive spiritual
blessing than through prayer meetings and we further
believe that it is the duty of the pastor of each church to
more fully instruct in that direction.

J M. WESTMORELAND,
J. P. PikER,
Committee.
Report received and committee discharged.

Home Destitution.

We, your committee on Home Destitution, submit
the following report: Finding thet many places in our
association are destitute of Baptist preaching, we would
advise that steps be taken by this body to supply those
places with the pure Gospel of Christ, and that ministers
not having the care of churches, supply those destitute
places as often as convenient.

Jessie B. WHiTEOowW,
W. H. CampBELL,
Committee.
Received and Committee discharged.

Sunday Schools.

We, your committee on Sunday Schools, submit the
following report: We must truly say we consider Sun-
day School work to be one of most importance, as im-
portant a subject as could be brought before a body of
christian workers. Having been engaged in Sunday
School work more or less for the last fourteen year, we
can say there is no better place to instruct the young and
rising generation, in the true principles of christianity,
than in the Sunday School. We believe every church
could and should have a good Sunday School at all times
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and Bty to get young and old, especially little children, to
take part in the work. Just think what a vast amount of
good might be accomplished if every child in the bounds
of this association should attend Sunday School every
Sunday and there be taught the principles of christianity
as laid down in the Bible. It would be one of the great-
est powers in the world in christianizing the world. We
would urge the pastors in this association to insist that
each church organize and maintain a Sunday School all
the time, and report its results to this association at its
next meeting. May God help us to be alive to this work.

W. C. Mack,
E. M. BarNES,
Committee.

Report received and committee discharged.

Foreign issions.

The spirit that ‘animates the religion of Christ is es-
sentially a missionary spirit. Christ came to offer salva-
tion to all men and the announcement of his advent was
a missionary proclamation. His last command was to
preach the gospel to every creature. Obedience to this
command is just as binding upon us as the command to
repent, or any other command, and the expansion and
perpetuation of the kingdom of Christ depends upon it.
The gospel of Christ is just as much a blessing to human-
ity today as it ever was, and the whole world needs its
regenerating power,its hallowing influences, its refining
and civilizing agencies as much as ever before. Hence
every consideration connected with man’s duty to God
and to his fellow men, makes it obligatory upon us
to send and carry the gospel to those who are without it.
This is an age of marvelous energy and great activity in
missionary effort, and we are glad to know that the Bap-
tist denomination is accomplishing much in this mighty
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work. Our Home Board is prosecuting its work  with
increasing vigsor in the territory of the Southern Baptist
Convention and sends the gospel throughoui this field
according to the means placed in its hand. The Foreign
Board is carrying on its work with commendable zeal,
but is somewhat handicapped for the lack of funds. We
have missionaries in China, Japan, Brazil, Africa, Mexi-
co and Italy. Wedo not know the amounts that have
been raised during the past year for these fields, but
judging from the past years, we are convinced that the
amounts raised are far short of the demands. We would
respectfully urge the necessity of a campaign of ednca-
tion on the subject of Home and Foreign Missions. What
the people nced io prompt them to duty is information.
To this end we would recommend ihe placing in the
hands of our people such literature as is best suited to
that purpose, and that the pastors of the churches preach
on the subject of missions as often as may be advisable
and every effective instrumentality not contrary to the
Word of God, should be used to waken our interest on
this subject. Respectfully submitted,
I. P.ThrE,
G. M. MURPHREE,
Committee.
Received and committee dischargec.
Obituaries.

We, your committee on obituaries, make the follow-
ing report: After examining the letters from the differ-
ent churches we find that some of our members have
been called from our midst by the will of our Heavenly
Father. May our Lord’s blessings comfort the hearts
of the bereft ones. .

JEessie B. WaiTLOW,
J. M. WESTMORELAND,
Committee.
Received and committee discharged.
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Publications.

We, your committee on publications, submit the fol-
lowing: We most heartily recommend the American
Baptist Publication Society ot Philadelphia, Pa., The
Arkansas Baptist, The American Baptist and all sound
Baptist literature not in touch with Whitsittism.

H. C. BickERrs.
J- P. PikER,
Committee.

Received and committee discharged.

Temperance.

We, your committee on temperance, submit the fol-
lowing report: We believe that improvement should be
made in the way of temperance further than is being
done. We believe intemperance to be a greathindrance
to the advancement of the Gospel and should be studied
and become the subject of the prayers of God’s people.
We recommend the study of the word of God and total
abstinence from all intoxicating liquors. And we
earnestly urge all pastors to instruct all church members
in regard to temperance.

W. C. Mack,
E. M. BArNEs,
Committee.

Received and committee discharged.
Orphans’ Home.

We your committee on Orphans’ Home beg leave to
submit the following report: We, realizing the certainty
of death among parents as well as children, do realize
the need of an Orphans’ Home for the children who may
be thrown out to the mercies of the world. As other de-
nominations are striving to care for the orphans of our
country, we believe that Baptists, for humane feeling,
and in order to teach them aright, should have a home



8 MINUTES OF THE

for them. We are glad to recommend the Orphans’
Home at Monticello, Ark., and do hope the Baptists of
Stevens Creek association will do what they can to make
it a happy home.

W. R. Forbp,
S. M. WurrLow,
Committee.

Received and committee discharged.

Finance.
We, your committee, make the following report:
Received from churches for minute fund:

Independence Church $2 oo
Russell I oo
Mt Pleasant i 2 00
Union K I 50
Bradford e 3 oo
Salem g¢ I 00
Providence & 8o
Mt. Hope i pae
From former treasurer 555
Public collection 3 05
Total, - - - - = = - $16 oo

J. W. PoLLaARD,

W. B. Morean,
Committee.

Received and committee discharged.
Adjourned to meet at 7:30 p. m.

Saturday Night Session).

Called to order by the Moderator. After singing,
and prayer by Rev. S. H. Campbell, committee on edu-
cation made the following report: *

Educational Report.
We, your committee on Education, beg leave to sub-
mit the following report: No argument is needed from
us in favor of the proposition that through the education
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of the young, rests the hope that our form of government
50 wondrously built by our forefathers, will be preserved
in its purity, and the fullest measure of civil and religious
liberty secured and maintained. No uneducated people
that ever lived, or that shall live hereafter, can be
very happy in the enjoyment of civil and religious free-
dom. An ignorant and uneducated people are unable to
gomprehend the relation they sustain to their fellow-mem-
bers in society, to the government, to the church, or to
God. Without it society is endangered, the church dis-
credited, and governments are overthrown.

Through the education ot the people, and especially
the young, the highest degree of happiness is secured to
the individual and to society, the greatest good to human-
ity is bestowed, and through it the glory of God is
achieved. Civil liberty is thereby appreciated and pre-
perved, the religion of our Lord and Savior is more
fhoroughly understood and His kingdom on earth.

It is with the greatest pride that we, as Baptists, are
able to call the attention of the world to our own Ouachi-
ta Baptist College, with her magnificent buildings and
grounds, with an equipment for educational purposes
costing the sum of $75,000. At this college both sexes
are taught and ministers given a course of three years’
study upon the Bible. And while it can boast of but
eleven years of existence, still through the matchless en-

ergy and business management of its president and those
vmg control of it, it has 310 scholars enrolled for the
ensuing session. It has 23 teachers.

Last, but not least in importance, would we mention
the Baptist College at Mountain Home in Baxter county,
away up in the mountains of our state, is located Moun-

ain Home Baptist College. There it will stand through
ages to come as a fountain from which shall be dispensed
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the richest of intellectual and moral gifts to both boys
and girls. With two such colleges within the state we
should be grateful indeed. God has blessed us far be-
yond what we deserve perhaps. Duty demands that
every effort should be made by the Baptists of this asso-
ciation, to advance the cause of education, using every
reasonable argument in favor of the schools herein men-
tioned. Our ministers should preach about them more.
Let us know more about our schools, and then let us pat-
ronize them more. We especially commend to young
brethren who are preparing for the ministry the lectures
given in the course for the ensuing term at Ouachita
college.

A. A. Anxprus, Ch'm.

J. W. PoLLARD.

After being discussed by A. A. Andrus and S. H.

Campbell, the report was adopted as read.

The following resolutions were read and approved:

1. Resolved that this association extend thanks to
the Moderator and Clerk for faithful services.

E. M BArnes.

2. Resolved, that the churches of this association
arrange for a Ministers’ and Deacons’ fifth Sunday meet-
ing, on Saturday before each fifth Sunday.

J. J. Goap.

3. Resolved, that we extend to Bradford church

and the citizens of Bradford our sincere thanks for gen-
" erous treatment while with them.
W. B. MorgGaAN.

Motion to adjourn prevailed.
J. J. Goap, Moderator.

G. H. Davis, Clerk.
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Form For Associational Letter.

vevs ssues ooas.Church to the Stevens Creek Bap-
tist Association, when assembled at Mt. Pleasant church,
Friday, before the second Sunday in Oct., 1899, greet-
ing: We send as delegates to assist you in your deliber-
aHOnS . .vi suses R PP A s v ol i e oA b e R
.......... e s el alternates,

Changes in membership:
Received by baptism ............ baen ww o RIEEE

“* 4 REHer o s S aen 1 ws o 6 oy S .
Restored ....- R SRR
Dismissed by letter ...... e o ot i s R
Bxthaied sawe-. onans-oh ¥ sar AR 105 T s i SR '8

Present Membership .« 5: '« = it o ovaionis s em st
Contributions:

Minite “SnlL L ks by dlaer s soen b s s ..
Associational Missions....... v o AR PN v, i sk -
Home MisSIOns el sl i« o v & iaksioms e

State’ MISSIONS: - « wyow oo« SumalBonn e ot S o o b
Foreign MISSIONS . . oo oo cllsdn v sl nscngses s ot a ;
Orphans’ BIomMeE .o » sgeia,  cobetre s PP o .

Our regular time of meetingison ............ of each
month.
Sondiy School. ., e vaete syt eoios ns e s s SENE

No. of pupils in Sunday School.....................
Prayer meeting........ b e AR s e Sl e S _
Ordained Ministers............ o el B e s sk AR
Licensed Mindsters. .. ... cocavstveon vove i souuniil
............................. oa xvines18 OUr PASIORE
................................ Church Clerk.

.................... Moderator.

.................... o+ o Cleris

Clerks will please use this form for letters to the As-
sociation.
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