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Petit Jean State Park
Petit Jean State Park, Arkansas’s first State Park is located in the city of Morrilton- in Clark County.  The history of Petit Jean goes way back to the Indian times.  Petit Jean has one of the largest bluff shelters in Arkansas and at one time the Native American Indians would use it as a shelter.  Moving on to the Pioneer times it is supposed that the first English speakers settled the Mountain in the 1840s and 1850s.  The idea to make Petit Jean Mountain into a recreational site was thought of in 1907.   Later, in 1921, “The Fort Smith Lumber Company was ready to make a deed to the area whenever the government would accept it. Dr. T.W. Hardison (for whom the park's Hardison Hall was named), the company physician and a naturalist in his own right, headed the campaign.” (Petit Jean State park, no date).  On March 1, 1923 both houses voted to approve the bill to accept the area as Petit Jean state park- it was a unanimous yes.  “On November 28, 1925 the first Arkansas state park, Petit Jean State Park, was dedicated.  In 1927, An Arkansas State Parks Commission is developed, with 7 members. Their mission is ‘TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE IN ITS ORIGIONAL HABITAT AND NATIVE BEAUTY, THE FLORA, FAUNA, AND WILDLIFE THEREIN AND PRESERVE THE SAME FOR ALL FUTURE GENERATIONS.’” (Petit Jean State park, no date).  
There are all kinds of fun thinks to do at Petit Jean State Park including the following: Calendar Events, Trails and Overlooks, Fishing and boat rentals; Pools, picnics, and playgrounds; Visitor Center and Gift shop, Brochures, Restaurants, The Museum of Automobiles, Petit Jean State Park Airport, Winthrop Rockefeller Institute, and Barnyard Friends and Stables.  With all of those options there are countless things that one could do at Petit Jean State Park.  However, when I visited the State Park, I chose to hike the beautiful natural trails that lead to the waterfall with some friends.  I can honestly say that that trail was breathtaking.  It was quite a climb down and back up but absolutely worth it.  The Arkansas State Parks Commission has don an excellent job on keeping their oath to keep Arkansas’s State Parks beautiful and natural.  I have a new appreciation for our slogan “The Natural State” after climbing Petit Jean Mountain.
I would strongly encourage anyone who has not ever visited an Arkansas State Park to visit Petit Jean State Park, Arkansas’s first, because I have been to quite a few state parks but the first one, Petit Jean is perhaps the most beautiful one.  Take pictures, Take it in, and enjoy the beauty of God’s creation in its natural state like I did.  After you finish climbing there is an air-conditioned Visitor Center at the top of the mountain that you can sit in and talk about the beauty of the hike.  Petit Jean State Park is a beautiful place and makes me proud to be an Arkansan.  
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Petit Jean State Park (no date) Available at: http:petitjeanstatepark.com (Accessed: 28 November 2015).
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Things to do at Petit Jean 
�  Visitor Center and Gift shop 
�  Brochures 
�  Cedar Creek Trail Guide 
�  Mountaintop Driving Tour 
�  Seven Hollows Trail Guide 
�  Arkansas Butterfly Checklist 
�  Park Information Brochure 
�  Petit Jean State Park Trails Map 
�  Here you can also purchase Arkansas gifts as 



well as camping supplies, books of area 
interest, food, and snacks. The visitor center 
also includes exhibits on the park's history, 
natural resources, and geology. 
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More fun things to do 
�  The Museum of Automobiles is a privately-owned museum 



showcasing antique and classic cars. Open throughout the 
year, the museum is on Ark. 154 just east of the park.  



�  Petit Jean State Park Airport is open for daytime use only and 
features one of the few fly-in camping areas in the country. 
Choose from five tent sites with electricity and water. For 
information about the airport or these tent sites, call: 
501-374-5022.  



�  Winthrop Rockefeller Institute, a 188-acre campus that is part of 
the University of Arkansas System and was once part of the 
home and cattle farm of Governor Winthrop Rockefeller, is also 
located on Petit Jean Mountain. Explore the historic grounds 
and gardens, enjoy the weekday lunch buffet at the River Rock 
Grill, browse the unique gift ship, and explore the exhibit gallery 
and learn about the remarkable legacy of its namesake.  



�  Barnyard Friends and Stables east of the park offers a petting 
zoo, pony rides, horseback trail rides, hayrides, birthday parties, 
field trips, and other activities. Open throughout the year 
(closed on Mondays).  
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Mather Lodge 
�  One of Arkansas's historic treasures, Mather Lodge holds 



the distinction of being the only lodge built in Arkansas 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps. The rustic warmth of 
this mountain lodge built of native log and stone, 
combined with the natural beauty of its bluff setting 
overlooking rugged Cedar Creek Canyon, make this a 
special place for getaways and special occasions. 
Facilities built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 
1930s are among America's most popular park facilities, 
and you'll understand why when you experience 
Mather Lodge.  
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Petit Jean State Park 
�  Country  United States 
�  State   Arkansas 
�  County  Conway 
�  Region  Ozark/Ouachita Mountains 
�  City  Morrilton 
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History 
�  Indians: Petit Jean State Park has one of the largest bluff 



shelters in Arkansas. Which we get to through the Rock 
House Cave Trail, it was once home to Native 
Americans. The bluff was home to Native Americans- 
who used the shelter as their house, and lived as 
nomads, hunters, and gatherers. 



�  Pioneer: The mountain was settled by English speakers in 
the 1840s and 1850s.  The John Walker and Owen West 
families moved there. John Walker was a farmer from 
North Carolina who built a simple log cabin for his 
family, a cabin which stands today at the entrance to 
the Cedar Creek trail as a testament to the hardiness of 
Arkansas’s Pioneers. 
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History 
�  Beginnings of State Parks: in 1907 the idea to make a 



Petit Jean Mountain into a recreational area was 
thought of. 



�  In 1921, the Fort Smith Lumber Company was ready to 
make a deed to the area whenever the government 
would accept it. Dr. T.W. Hardison (for whom the park's 
Hardison Hall was named), the company physician and 
a naturalist in his own right, headed the campaign. He 
persuaded our representative in Congress to give it his 
enthusiastic approval, who introduced a bill in the 
House of Representatives providing for the acceptance 
of the area as Petit Jean National Park. The bill was then 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
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When it became Official  
�  3/1/1923 Act 276 is voted on and approved 



unanimously by both houses. 
�  9/10/1923 Initial land acquired for the Petit Jean State 



Park making it the first state park established in Arkansas 
�  11/28/1925 The first Arkansas state park, Petit Jean State 



Park, is dedicated 
�  1927, An Arkansas State Parks Commission is 



developed, with 7 members. Their mission is “TO 
PROTECT AND PRESERVE IN ITS ORIGIONAL HABITAT 
AND NATIVE BEAUTY, THE FLORA, FAUNA, AND 
WILDLIFE THEREIN AND PRESERVE THE SAME FOR ALL 
FUTURE GENERATIONS”. 
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Things to do at Petit Jean 
� Trails and Overlooks 
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Things to do at Petit Jean 
� Fishing and boat rentals 
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Things to do at Petit Jean 
� Pools, picnics, and playgrounds 
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