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A Call to Write and Draw

After working at camp for six weeks during the summer of 2011, I was exhausted. |
had great expectations to love the camp counselor life, but God was continuing to shape
exactly how I would serve Him with my life. Driving home from camp, I was confused. I felt
called to minister to children and so badly wanted to be a “camp person.” ] wanted to be
that awesome camp counselor, full of energy and fun, but I had discovered I was simply not.
Like God often has, He spoke strongly to me when my pride was broken.

I had dreamed of writing and illustrating books for children, but at this point, the
idea was still my dream. While I drove home to Houston, God stirred something within me
that was not my own. I felt overwhelmed by His grace as I heard Him softly whisper that He
wanted to use me...being me. | became excited about the fact that God would and could use
my introverted, quirky, nerdy self for His glory. During my car ride home from camp, my
dream to be a children’s author and illustrator turned into vision from the Lord to share the

gospel with children through picture books.

Beginnings

When I proposed my thesis as a junior, | had no idea what I would end up writing.
was driven to write and illustrate a book for children. I knew that much. My goal was to
communicate the gospel in a creative, but effective way. I was determined to produce a
book that looked different from the cheesy volumes that often fill the shelves of Christian
bookstores. As a freshman, | took a Children’s Literature course with Dr. Amy Sonheim. In
this class I gained an appreciation for the picture book as an art form. I learned how
pictures can work to tell stories, stories that don’t require any words. While some
illustrations simply decorate or visually restate a text, pictures can speak powerfully on

their own, sharing new information that is not found in the test. Often when two stories are



told, one through text and one through pictures, the readers are invited to make a rich
discovery for themselves. This practice has been brilliantly applied to the work of secular
authors and illustrators. With my passion to communicate the gospel to children, and my
growing appreciation for the picture book, I felt called to produce books with biblical
messages that were sophisticated artistically. I saw a need to create Christian literature

with the same brilliant craft secular artists are producing.

The Story I Put on Pause

In my direct study with Dr. Duvall, I read about how God’s big story unfolds
throughout scripture. I concluded that the gospel could be known by understanding how
God has worked throughout history, and how He has intervened in the lives of people from
the beginning of time. | was very eager to write about this story, God’s metanarrative, for
children. When I began writing, 1 could only write in rhyming couplets. So that’s how |
started, and continued. Using rhyming form, | had written about God’s creation, the fall, and
most major episodes in the 0ld Testament. After all this work, I realized that this project
was this was turning into a bigger venture than I had had in mind. I wanted to write and
illustrate an entire book, and I knew [ wouldn’t be able to complete this project before my

thesis was due.

An Inspirational Trip

[ was able to learn more about the picture book with the help of the Carl Goodson
Honor Society’s Council. | was awarded a grant and used the money to travel to the
northeast. I planned out a road trip so that I could see some of the greatest illustration work
in the country. 1 first visited New York City. | took the time to visit the major art museums

such as the Museum of Modern Art, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. My focus,






Inspiration for a New Story

Discouraged about the metanarrative, 1 took a break from writing couplets. I soon learned,
however, that my best ideas came when I least expected them. | took a time-out from
writing and decided to do some reading. I started reading Desiring God, by John Piper. | was
not searching for writing inspiration. If I wanted to be inspired to write for children, I can
assure you that I would not have turned to John Piper. I slowly read through the
theologically packed book, and often read through chapters twice. His chap.ter on worship
stuck me. My mind quickly started to connect lessons I was learning with truths I wanted to
share with children. Piper explains, “Where feelings for God are dead, worship is dead.... In
the end the heart longs not for God’s good gifts, but for God Himself. To see and know Him
and be in His presence is the soul’s final feast.” | was not considering how this idea could be
communicated to children because I was still digesting it for myself. However, the idea
would come back around.

The basic idea for fny story came to me very randomly. While waiting for my sister
in a church lobby, I took a minute to journal. That particular day, I wrote to God, asking for
guidance in my work and restating some of my goal and convictions. | was not expecting to
have a brilliant revelation from the Lord that afternoon, but shortly after I had written my
prayer, pieces of a story started forming in my mind. In the same journal, I quickly
scrambled to write down this idea about a boy who desired to see a king, but ends up
becoming distracted by a few people along the way. The story was simple, but I thought it
might just be significant. In half an hour, I had the main outline for a story that I would end
up revising and producing as my thesis—a picture book that would communicate truth

about purely pursuing the King and delighting in His presence.







































The boy was convinced that he would never
see the king with his own two eyes and

~mvine bhaar tha Lina woith hic murn hion sarve






How the Book Works

In a picture book, illustrations do not merely reiterate the text. Instead, the pictures
add to the story, suggesting ideas that are not found in the words. Uri Shulevitz, author and
illustrator of numerous picture books, explains this in his book Writing with Pictures. The
book teaches how to analyze story structure and how to show the story's action by
communicating it through picture sequences. He explains, “in a picture book both the words
and pictures are read.”

I kept this in mind when deciding what my text should say and what my pictures
needed to communicate. Two stories can be read throughout The By Who Loved the King.
One story can be found in the text, and another can be found in the pictures. Together,
words and pictures build meaning to the drama. While editing each draft, I continued to
rethink what needed to be said in words and what I could say through pictures. After every
edit, | took out many words. For example, instead of relying on words to say the boy was
struggling, | relied on imagery. An untied shoelace, a stuck out tongue, or a backwards lean

could express the same idea.

















































































Once there was a boy who wanted to
see the king with his own two eyes and
hear the king’s voices with his own two ears.












Shortly after he set off on his journey, he saw
a man selling all sort of royal souvenirs.

“You must really love the king!” the boy said.
“Want to come with me to see him?”

“Oh yeah, I'm a super fan! Can’t you tell? But
| can’t go with you. I'll be selling the coolest
royal souvenirs all day,” said the man.









“Hey! You should at least have a cap on if the
king’s going to see you!”












“Here, before you make a fool out of yourself,
take some books so you can be properly
prepared”



Next, the boy met a waitress working at
King’s Bakery.

“You must love the king!” the boy said,
“Want to come with me to see him?”

“See him! She said, “I'm too busy working
for Him!”









“Here...take a cake! You better have a gift for
the king if you’re going to the Royal City!”






Feeling a little embarrassed, the boy took the
cake and continued on. He spotted a man
who seemed less busy than the waitress.

“Have you ever met the king?” The boy
asked, “Want to come with me to see him?”

“I should have taken that trip years ago,” the
man said, “but now I'm too old to do a crazy
thing like that.”









After traveling a bit further, the boy’s arms
and legs sagged.

“Why am | doing this?” He asked himself.






The boy was convinced that he would never
see the king with his own two eyes and never
hear the king with his own two ears.









Would the king notice him anyway?



“What are you doing boy?” a man asked.

“Oh, well I wanted to see the king,” the boy
began, “but...but...”

“You must not know the king,” the man said.

“I know! | know!” the boy said.
















Then the man stood up and held out his hand.

“If you stick with me,” the man said, “I'll take
you to the king himself.”

Without anything weighing him down, the
journey to the king was easy. Once they
reached the Royal City, the prince pointed to
his dad, and without hesitation, the boy ran.
Fast.






Their embrace was like...well I can’t tell you
what it was like...






You’d have to run to the king to
find out for yourself.
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