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The John Newbery Madal Award winners from the years 
1954-1968 cover a wide range of subjects. Biography, 
fantasy, adventure, family life and growing up books are 
among the winners. 

Four of the books are historical fiction. Elizabeth 
Speare authored both The Bronze Bow and The Witch of 
Blackbird Pond. The ·Bronze Bow takes place in Galilee 
during the time of Christ. It contains a great deal of 
period content, as well as such real characters as 
Simon the Zealot and Jesus of Nazareth. The Witch of 
Blackbird Pond takes place in colonial Connecticut and 
is particularly effective in showing social and religious 
practices of the day. Spain is the setting for. Elizabeth 
de Trevino's I, Juan de Pareja. The main character of 
the book was a Negro slave, owned by the famous Spanish 
painter Valazquez. The people in this book really 
existed but the events are primarily products of the 
author's imagination. Rifles for Watie deals with a 
young man fighting in the _far western theater of the 
Civil War. The historical aspects of the novel are well 
researched. 

The only biography to win the Newbery Medal since the 
inception of the award in 1922 is Carry On, ~r. Bowditch 
by Jean Latham. It is the life story of Nathaniel 
Bowd-itch, a brilliant mathematician and nayigator. 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle is a 
fantasy-science fiction novel. It gives a positive image 
.of wome~ and intellectual~y gifted children. 

Several "growing up" books won ·the Newbery Medal in 
the years from 1954-1968/ Joseph Krumgold wrote two 
growing up books for boys; Onion John and ••• And Now 
Miguel are told in first person and are concerned with 
maturation. Shadow of a Bull by Maia Wojciechowska 
deals with a boy that is expected to become a bullfighter 
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