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“You recognize me?!” I replied, astounded. Mandy was
confused.

“Of course. That’s you wearing sunglasses. Why
wouldn’t I recognize you?”

“Because, I'm wearing sunglasses!”

“Yeah, but it still looks exactly like you...”

I shook my head in disbelief and said: “Next time I'll
wear a hat.”

When I was in junior high, I commented incessantly
in Harry Potter forums, predicting the end of the seventh
book. I always said something along the lines of: everyone will
die and Voldemort will win. I received a lot of nasty emails
from furious fans. I was despised in every Potter forum, which
made me smile a little. Then, when I was in the ninth grade, I
decided I hated my life. I applied online to European boarding
schools, which offended my parents. I planned on leaving my
troubles behind and moving to England.

I still had an unhealthy obsession with Harry Potter, so
finally, I decided my ticket out of high school would be to play
a leading role in the new Potter film. I Googled and found the
audition information. I was happy to discover, in an online
news article, that Warner Brothers was holding open auditions
for the film. Perfect. All was according to plan.

I practiced a British accent every day, and I researched
ways to speak ‘British English.” I read on one website that if
you hold your chin still while you speak, you might sound
British. That sort of worked. Then, hoping to pick up on the
accents, I watched Monty Python and the first two Harry
Potters roundabout fifty-three times each. But then, I was
appalled, after reading at bbc.com that the auditions were only
accepting British applicants. That was the stupidest thing I'd
ever heard. I corresponded with an Englishman in a BBC
forum, lamenting the unfairness of the situation. He called me
an arse and told me to bugger off.
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