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Summary Information

Repository Ouachita Baptist University Library

Title Jim and Alice Mayo collection of R.G. Lee papers

Date 1950-1978

Extent 0.5 Cubic feet (1 archive box)

Language English

Language of Materials English

Text [Box] 1

Preferred Citation

Jim and Alice Mayo Collection of R.G. Lee Papers. Riley-Hickingbotham Library Special Collections,
Ouachita Baptist University, Arkadelphia, Arkansas.



Jim and Alice Mayo collection of R.G. Lee papers

- Page 4 -

Biographical/Historical Note

Robert Greene Lee was born in 1886 on a farm near Fort Mill, South Carolina, to poor but religious
parents David and Sarah Lee. Early in life, he felt the call to be a preacher, and in spite of many obstacles
he heeded that call. He won many scholastic and oratory honors at the Furman Preparatory School and
Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina, where he graduated with an A.B. degree in 1913. Shortly
thereafter Lee married Bula Gentry. He did postgraduate work at the Chicago Law School, receiving a
Ph.D. in international law in 1919. He was ordained at his boyhood church at Fort Mill, South Carolina,
in 1910. His first full-time pastorate was at Edgefield, South Carolina. This was followed by pastorates
at First Baptist Church, Chester, South Carolina; First Baptist Church, New Orleans, Louisiana; and
Citadel Square Baptist Church, Charleston, South Carolina. He was pastor of the Bellevue Baptist
Church, Memphis, Tennessee, from 1927 to 1960. Lee preached his famous sermon, "Payday....Some
Day, over 1,200 times in the United States and other countries. R. G. Lee died July 20, 1978, at his home
in Memphis, Tennessee.

Jim and Alice Mayo joined Bellevue Baptist Church in 1951, and preserved these materials pertaining to
Dr. Lee's pastorate there.

Scope and Contents

Materials collected by Jim and Alice Mayo include Bellevue Baptist Church bulletins and directories,
Sunday School class notes, programs from special services and Dr. Lee's resignation from Bellevue
Baptist Church, newspaper articles and biographical material about Lee, and articles and tracts written by
Lee.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Ouachita Baptist University Library

Conditions Governing Access
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This collection is open for research. Manuscripts may only be photocopied by Special Collections staff.

Conditions Governing Use

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish. Any publication
of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written permission. Requests
for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head of Special Collections, Riley-
Hickingbotham Library, 410 Ouachita Street, Box 3742, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001. When permission
to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the Riley-Hickingbotham Library
Special Collections.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Jim and Alice Mayo, Memphis, Tennessee, 2002.
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Collection Inventory

Correspondence 

R.G. Lee to Jim and Alice Mayo: 1951-1975 

Bellevue Baptist Church records 

Bulletins: 1959-1960 

Leadership directory: 1958 

Bethany Class photo: 1956 

R.G. Lee resignation letter: 1959 

"Fifty Years of Ministry" events (R.G. Lee): 1960 

Dedication services: Lee Garden, 1966; and cabin home,1971 

Programs, other churches 

R.G. Lee at Henderson State University in Arkadelphia, 1969; Baptist Memorial Hospital chapel,

Memphis, 1963 
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Newsclippings 

R.G. Lee, Bellevue Baptist Church, 1950-1978 

Tracts 

By Dr. R.G. Lee, Bellevue Baptist Church, Bellevue Tract Society 
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