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Summary Information

Repository Ouachita Baptist University Library

Title Caledonia Baptist Academy records

Date [inclusive] 1920-1957

Extent 0.4 Cubic feet 1 flat box

Language English

Language of Materials English

Text [Box] 1

Preferred Citation

Caledonia Baptist Academy Records. Arkansas State Baptist Convention Collection. Riley-
Hickingbotham Library Special Collections, Ouachita Baptist University, Arkadelphia, Arkansas.
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Biographical/Historical note

The Caledonia Baptist Academy was a boarding school, and operated from 1920 until 1927. At that time
public school district of Union County voted to establish a high school and the property of the Academy
was sold to the district for that purpose (see page 159 of the ledger). Board of Trustees meetings were
held at the First Baptist Church of El Dorado, but it is not clear if the Academy was operated by that
church.

These Caledonia Baptist Academy records were found among the personal effects of Robert Clarence
Taylor (1894-1985) after his death. Taylor served as secretary of the Board of Trustees for the Academy
until early 1927. The records were presented to Ouachita Baptist University to be added to the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention collection by Ira W. Taylor, nephew of Robert Clarence Taylor, who now owns
the family property at Caledonia, Arkansas. The recipient of these materials, on behalf of the university,
Dr. George Truett Blackmon (1903-1979), was a professor of religion at Ouachita Baptist University.
Blackmon was a chaplain during World War II, and served as officer for several Baptist, civic and
historical organizations. It was his interest in Baptist and historic materials that promoted the acquisition
of these materials for the university.

Union County is located in southern Arkansas on the border with Louisiana. Its county seat is El Dorado.
The county was formed on November 2, 1829, from parts of Clark and Hempstead counties. Caledonia is
located in Jackson Township and is near Junction City.

Scope and Contents

The Caledonia Baptist Academy ledger contains financial records and minutes of the Board of Trustees
from 1921 to 1927. Names of the students can be found in the financial records and trustees are listed in
the minutes. The financial records indicate that piano and voice were extra courses offered at the school as
well as the Dramatic Club. Other supplementary materials include letters, notes, and a newspaper article.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Ouachita Baptist University Library 8/17/2011
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Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research. Manuscripts may only be photocopied by Special Collections staff.

Conditions Governing Use

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish. Any publication
of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written permission. Requests
for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head of Special Collections, Riley-
Hickingbotham Library, 410 Ouachita Street, Box 3742, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001. When permission
to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the Riley-Hickingbotham Library
Special Collections.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Ira W. Taylor, circa 1960s

Controlled Access Headings

Personal Name(s)

• Taylor, Ira W.
• Taylor, Robert Clarence, 1894-1985
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Collection Inventory

Ledger, 1920-1927 

George Blackmon's file 

Letter, Ellie Lou Williams (El Dorado) to George Blackmon (Arkadelphia), 1957 August 12 

Letter, R.L. Bolen (Superintendent, Junction City Public Schools) to George Blackmon, (Arkadelphia),

1957 August 14 

Caledonia Baptist Academy Catalog, 1923-1924 (typescript) 

Liberty Baptist Association Minutes, 1921 (typescript) 

Notes and drawings 

Newsclipping: "Tall Trees, Memories Whisper of Caledonia's History," El Dorado Daily News, 1957

April 28 
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