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Marriage Expectations

Kaylee Parrott and Jennifer Fayard, Ph.D.

Background

» Media or fictional marriages may have an effect on
our high divorce rate because It sets people up for
false expectations.(Segrin, 2002)

» Unmarried college students are known to have
perfect fantasies built in their heads and for most of
them marriage is likely to happen in the next 5 to 10
years If not sooner. (Larson, 1988)

» Hypothesis: It Is expected that those not in a
relationship will have higher expectations for
marriage than those that are in a relationship. Also
participants that receive a media couple to discuss
will have higher expectations.

Method
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» The scale had four different measurements:
Passion love scale, marriage intentions scale,
fantasy rumination scale and working on marriage
scale.
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» The passion scale measured the physical parts of
the relationship. The intentions scale looked at
peoples plans for their future relationship. The
fantasy scale looked at how people think their
wedding will be. The working scale looked at how
people think they will have to work on problems in
their marriage.

Results
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» There was no significant effect shown between the
assighed couple and the participants marriage
expectations.

» In two of the measurement scales, passion and
marriage intentions relationship status showed
significant results.

» The passion scale showed significant for
relationship status F(1,30) = 11.62, p=.002. For the
type of couple there was no main effect and there
was no significant interaction.

» There were no effects for couple type or
relationship status for the fantasy rumination scale.
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